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TWO  CASES  OF  VESICO- VAGINAL  FISTULA,  CURED. 

By  J.  Marion  Sims,  m.  d.,  op  New  York,  (Late  of  Montgomery,  Ala.) 

When  I  began  to  investigate  the  subject  of  Vesico- Vaginal  Fistula 
in  1845,  the  field  was  truly  a  barren  one.  What  my  predecessors  had 
done  was  of  but  little  more  use  than  to  show  the  almost  absolute 
hopelessness  of  undertaking  its  treatment.  T  had  therefore,  to  begin 
anew.  The  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  and  the  many  disappointments 
that  had  to  be  borne,  can  scarcely  b.e  imagined  by  any  one  who  has 
not  had  some  experience  in  the  management  of  this  dreadful  affection 
Experiment,  properly  directed,  could  alone  accomplish  anything.  For 
this  purpose  I  was  fortunate  in  having  three  young  healthy  colored  girls 
given  to  me  by  their  owners  in  Alabama,  I  agreeing  to  perform  no 
operation  without  the  full  consent  of  the  patients,  and  never  to  perform 
any  that  would,  in  my  judgment,  jeopard  life,  or  produce  greater  mis- 
chief on  the  injured  organs — the  owners  agreeing  to  let  me  keep  them 
(at  my  own  expense)  till  I  was  thoroughly  convinced  whether  the 
affection  could  be  cured  or  not.  To  the  liberality  of  these  gentlemen, 
but  more  to  the  heroic  fortitude  of  my  patients,  is  the  profession  in- 
debted for  an  operation  by  which  nine  tenths  of  all  cases  of  this  hith- 
erto intractable  affection  may  now  with  certainty  be  cured.  I  worked 
diligently  for  three  years  before  I  cured  a  single  case.,  operating  on 
these  three  upwards  of  forty  times  during  that  period.  One  of  them 
submitted  to  more  than  twenty  operations,  not  only  cheerfully  but 
with  thanks.  The  history  of  these  three  cases  is  truly  interesting  in 
many  points,  and  particularly  as  exhibiting  tte  slow  degrees  by  which 
my  originally  clumsy  mechanical  apparatus  was  gradually  improved 
and  brought  to  its  present  state  of  simphcity.  I  shall,  however,  pass 
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them  by  for  the  present,  and  relate  a  case  or  two,  bearing  on  the 
question,  "  How  long  ought  the  suture  apparatus  to  remain."  I  was 
nearly  two  years  determining  this  point,  a  very  important  thing  to 
know,  as  I  have  had  repeated  failures,  in  consequence  of  the  too  early 
removal  of  the  clamps.  In  a  favorable  case,  when  the  operation  is 
well  done,  the  parts  unite  by  the  "  first  intention,"  the  line  of  union 
being  so  perfect  and  smooth,  as  scarcely  to  be  visible  on  the  third 
day.  At  first,  not  knowing  how  long  I  might  safely  allow  the  clamps 
to  remain,  I  began  my  experiments  by  removing  them  in  three  days, 
when  I  found  the  cicatrix  invai'iably  gave  way  in  the  course  of  24 
hours,  whereby  the  fistulous  opening  was  reproduced  exactly  of  its 
original  size  and  shape.  So  I  gradually  extended  the  time,  with  the 
same  results,  till  the  following  case  occurred,  in  which  the  suture 
apparatus  was  removed  on  the  seventh  day. 

Case  I. — Amy  McRee,  black,  aged 
but  16  years,  very  small,  weighing  not 
more  than  90  pounds,  gave  birth  to  her 
first  child  about  the  middle  of  August, 
1849.  Was  attended  by  an  old  negro 
woman,  and  in  labor  three  days,  when 
Dr.  Cilley,  of  Lowndesboro,  Ala.,  was 
called  in,  who  succeeded  in  delivering 
her  without  instruments.  To  the  doc- 
tor's kindness  was  I  indebted  for  the 
case. 

The  accompanying  cut  is  intended  to 
represent  the  relative  size  and  position 
of  the  fistulons  opening.  It  was  alto- 
gether favorably  located  for  an  easy  and 
successful  operation — its  edges  smooth, 
rounded  and  healthy  in  appearance, — 
with  no  loss  of  vaginal  surface,  except 
the  perforation,  which  was  large  enough 
to  admit  the  passage  of  the  index  fin- 
ger ;  while  its  anterior  border  was  as 
elastic  and  yielding  as  the  posterior 

The  operation  was  performed  on  the 
25th  of  Oct.,  1849,  a  litle  more  than 
two  months  after  the  injury.  The  dotted 
line  around  the  fistula  shows  the  extent 
of  the  scarification,  which  of  course, 
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made  the  opening  considerably  larger.  It  was  closed  by  three  silver 
sutures,  secured  by  clamps  in  the  usual  way.  The  operation  was 
completed  in  less  than  thirty  minutes.  The  opening  was  closed  accu- 
rately and  firmly.  To  exhibit  to  some  friends  present,  the  great  adap- 
tation of  the  clamp  suture  to  this  particular  sort  of  injury,  while  the 
patient  was  still  on  the  table,  in  the  position  in  which  the  operation 
was  performed,  I  threw  a  syringe  full  of  tepid  water  into  the  bladder 
with  such  force  that  it  gave  her  excessive  pain,  distending  the  organ  to 
its  greatest  extent,  and  regurgitating  in  a  bold  stream  from  the  uretha 
by  the  side  of  the  catheter  attached  to  the  syringe,  without  a  single 
drop  passing  through  the  fistula.  There  could  be  no  stronger  evidence 
of  the  power  and  immobility  of  the  clamp  suture. 

The  patient  was  now  put  to  bed,  the  self-retainiug  catheter  intro- 
duced, and  the  usual  regimen  enjoined  to  insure  a  constipated  state  of 
the  bowels.    [Vide  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  Jan.  1852.] 

The  catheter  in  this  case  had  to  be  smaller  than  any  heretofore 
used  on  any  grown  person.  Her  urethra  was  very  small,  considerably 
less  than  an  inch  long,  while  all  other  parts  were  in  a  like  proportion 
undeveloped. 

The  day  after  the  operation,  she  had  a  chill,  followed  by  a  high 
fever,  lasting  36  hours,  which  was  arrested  by  the  use  of  Quinine.  I 
now  ascertained  she  had  been  for  several  weeks  subject  to  intermit- 
tant  fever,  and  that  this  was  just  the  time  for  its  regular  bi-hebdomidal 
return.  If  I  had  been  aware  of  this  fact,  of  course  I  would  not  have 
hazarded  the  success  of  the  operation  by  performing  it  at  such  an  un- 
fortunate juncture. 

Oct.  29th,  4th  day. — She  is  very  weak  and  greatly  prostrated  by 
the  fever — complains  of  her  abdomen,  which  is  somewhat  tympanitic 
and  tender  to  the  touch.  As  the  urethra  is  very  much  swollen  and 
inflamed,  the  catheter  producing  great  distress,  I  removed  it  this  morn- 
ing, allowing  her  to  retain  the  uriue  and  discharge  it  spontaneously. 
I  was  much  surprised  to  find  the  fistula  perfectly  healed,  notwithstand- 
ing the  unlucky  accident  of  the  ague,  with  its  attendant  prostration. 
The  clamps  were  entirely  imbedded  in  the  substance  of  the  vaginal 
septum,  nothing  being  visible  but  the  projecting  ends  of  the  fine  silver 
wires,  and  the  leaden  knots  or  mashed  shot. 

When  the  operation  was  performed,  I  had  some  slight  apprehen- 
sions lest  I  had  used  a  little  too  much  force  in  bringing  the  clamps  to 
bear  on  the  fistulous  borders,  thereby  producing  unnecessary,  and  per- 
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haps  injurious  pressure.  On  first  seeing  the  extent  to  which  they  were 
imbedded,  I  now  felt  pretty  sure  of  this  fact,  and  was  almost  tempted  to 
cut  them  loose,  but,  after  a  more  minute  examination,  I  concluded  that 
all  danger  had  passed,  so  they  were  allowed  to  remain  a  while  longer. 

9,  P.  M. — As  stated  above,  the  catheter  was  removed  this  morning 
She  urinated  three  or  four  times  during  the  day — says  not  a  drop  has 
passed  involuntarily.  An  examination  of  the  vulva  proves  the  truth 
of  her  assertion.  Owing  to  her  debilitated  condition  I  had  permitted 
her  to  sit  up  whenever  she  pleased,  and  even  to  walk  about  the  room 
Occasionally.  Oct.  30th,  9  P.  M. — Doing  well.  Urine  still  retained 
and  passed  spontaneously. 

31st.-The  urethra  and  meatus  urinarius  having  recoveredfrom  the  ex- 
cessive soreness,  the  catheter  was  reapplied,  and  patient  put  to  bed  gain. 

Nov.  1st.,  (7th  day.)— The  clamps  still  perfectly  buried  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  vesical  septum.  Cut  off  the  leadeu  shot,  and  removed 
the  anterior  clamp,  leaving  the  posterior  one,  and  the  wires  in  situ. 
Did  not  remove  this  last,  because  I  feared  the  necessary  traction 
might  endanger  the  integrity  of  the  cicatrix,  preferring  to  leave  it 
another  day  to  loosen  and  rise  gradually  from  its  bed  in  the  vaginal 
structure. 

Nov.  2d. — Removed  the  remaining  clamp  with  the  wires  attached 
to-day,  which  was  much  easier  than  it  could  have  beeu  yesterday. 

Nov.  3d. — The  cicatrix  seems  to  be  firm,  presenting  scarcely  a  ves- 
tige of  its  locale.    To  test  the  success  of  the  operation,  tepid  water 
was  thrown  into  the  bladder  till  it  regurgitated  by  the  side  of  the  ca- 
theter, the  cicatrix  remaining  firm  and  unyielding.    Supposing  her  cure 
now  permanent,  I  turned  her  loose,  and  laid  the  catheter  aside.  Two 
days  after  this,  (which  was  the  11th  since  the  operation,  and  the  4th 
since  the  removal  of  the  suture  apparatus.)    I  examined  the  cicatrix 
again,  and  was  much  surprised  to  find  it  greatly  changed  in  appear- 
ance.   The  sulici  on  each  side  of  it,  made  by  the  clamps,  were  filled 
up  by  granulations,  while  the  cicatrix,  which  two  days  ago  was  so 
compact  as  scarcely  to  be  visible,  is  now  considerably  widened,  thinned, 
and  depressed  below  the  vaginal  surface,  and  evidently  seems  to  be  on 
the  point  of  giving  way.    Instead  of  presenting  a  mere  line  as 
a  represented  by  a,  it  had  very  much  the  shape  and 
^"^^^     size  of  the  diagram  b,  the  philosophy  of  which  is 
explained  in  my  paper,  "  On  the  treatment  of  Vesico 
^  Vaginal  Fistula"  before  alluded  to.    To  prevent  all 
 -"^""^  further  mischief  from  distention  of  the  bladder,  she 
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was  put  to  bed,  and  the  catheter  reapplied.  The  integrity  of  the 
cicatrix  was  endangered  by  the  too  early  removal  of  the  suture  appa- 
ratus ;  but.  by  this  timely  attention,  it  continued  to  strengthen  for 
the  next  six  or  seven  days,  when  it  appeared  to  be  firm,  smooth,  and 
free  from  all  depression  and  induration.  She  soon  returned  home 
well,  having  been  with  me  but  twenty  days. 

Two  months  afterwards  her  husband,  visiting  Montgomery,  informed 
me  that  she  was  in  fine  health,  and  no  longer  followed  the  injunction 
of  living  absque  marito.  Three  years  after  this  I  heard  she  was  a 
mother — the  cure  remaining  permanent. 

This  was  the  first  case  I  had  cured  by  a  single  operation,  and  I  felt 
great  satisfaction  at  the  result,  particularly  as  it  was  obtained  under 
such  unfavorable  circumstances. 

Case  II.  Mrs.  A.  F.,  aged  40  years,  very  large,  weighing  nearly  200 
pounds,  the  mother  of  seven  children  ;  labors  always  easy  till  the  last 
one,  in  which  delivery  was  not  accomplished  under  four  days.  Dr_ 
Wilson,  now  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  was  called  in  consultation, 
and  delivered  her  without  the  aid  of  instruments.  Several  days  after 
delivery,  she  did  not  know  how  long,  she  discovered  the  urine  dripping 
from  her,  and  she  lost  all  desire  to  make  water.  The  fistula  was  con- 
siderably larger  than  the  one  just  described,  but  occupied  precisely 
the  same  relative  position  with  regard  to  other  parts.  Per  se,  it  was 
favorable  for  an  operation  ;  but  Mrs.  F.  had  been  laboring  under 
Intermittent  Fever  for  the  last  two  or  three  months,  and  was  very 
weak,  irritable,  and  quite  hysterical.  In  consequence  of  a  local  deter- 
mination of  blood  to  the  brain,  she  could  not  submit  to  the  proper 
position  long  enough  to  bear  the  operation.  Besides,  she  was  not 
strong  enough  to  support  her  own  weight  on  her  knees  for  any  length 
of  time.  Ascertaining  that  she  could  not  return  to  Montgomery 
again  for  several  months,  I  determined  to  operate  now,  notwithstand- 
ing this  unfavorable  state  of  things. 

Placed  on  the  table  on  her  left  side,  with  the  thighs  well  flexed  on 
the  abdomen,  the  nates  forcibly  pulled  upwards  and  backwards,  the 
lever  speculum  was  introduced,  and  the  parts  brought  into  view,  which 
was  accomplished  more  easily  than  I  anticipated,  but  did  not  show  the 
fistula  so  well  as  when  the  proper  position  on  the  knees  is  resorted  to 
However,  I  mauaged  to  get  through  with  the  different  stages  of  this 
operation  witli  tolerable  ease.  It  was  done  on  the  12th  November, 
1849,  two  years  after  the  injury  was  sustained.    Three  days  after  the 
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operation,  the  catheter  accidentally  came  away,  and  was  not  replaced 
for  nearly  fonr  hours.  There  was  no  dripping  of  urine,  showing  that 
the  fistula  was  perfectly  closed.  On  the  sixth  day,  the  clamps  were 
removed.  They  were  buried  in  the  substance  of  the  bladder,  and  en- 
tirely hidden  from  view,  the  leaden  knots  alone  being  visible.  The 
fistula  seemed  to  be  accurately  and  perfectly  closed,  the  line  of  union 
being  scarcely  perceptible.  On  the  seventh  day  she  was  allowed  to 
lay  aside  the  catheter,  and  to  sit  up  ;  but  it  was  re-applied  at  night, 
and  on  the  following  day  given  up  entirely.  It  was  not  prudent  to 
Stop  its  use  so  soon,  but  her  general  health  was  very  bad,  and  confine- 
ment to  bed  appeared  to  debilitate  her  system,  and  she  became  exces- 
sively irritable  and  uncontrolable  ;  so  I  had  no  choice  about  the 
course  to  be  pursued.  I  examiued  the  cicatrix  from  day  to  day.  It 
underwent  precisely  tbe  same  changes  as  noticed  in  the  former  case, 
only  to  a  greater  degree — viz.,  a  stretching,  thinning  and  depression, 
which  gradually  disappeared,  the  cicatrix  then  becoming  smooth  and 
regular.  She  went  home  cured,  having  remained  in  Montgomery  but 
a  fortnight.  Her  cure  was  permanent.  She  lived  three  years,  dying 
of  uterine  hemorrhage,  from  undelivered  placenta,  as  I  was  informed 
by  her  attending  physician  last  winter. 

Now,  the  point  that  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  in  these  two  cases,  is 
the  peculiar  change  that  occurred  in  the  cicatrix,  showing  that  the 
clamps  were  removed  too  soon,  thereby  endangering  its  integrity. 
Every  point  gained  in  the  treatment  of  this  affection  has  been  the  result 
of  experiments  cautiously  conducted,  and  carefully  watched.  Previously 
to  these  cases,  I  had  performed  some  five  or  six  operations,  in  which 
the  suture  apparatus  was  allowed  to  remain  three  and  four  days,  the 
line  of  union  appearing  as  perfect  as  could  be  desired  ;  and  yet,  after 
its  removal,  the  parts  gradually  opened  in  every  instance,  reproducing 
the  fistula  in  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours.  In  these  two 
cases  the  cicatrices  evidently  yielded,  being  widened,  thinned  and 
depressed,  but  the  clamps  had  remained  long  enough  to  give  a  certain 
degree  of  resistance,  barely  enough  however  to  save  them  from  a 
gradual  disruption. 

It  follows,  then,  that  three  or  four  days  is  not  long  enough  for  the 
suture  apparatus  to  remain,  because  the  fistula  has  always  been  re- 
produced after  its  removal ;  and  that  seven  or  eight  days  is  not 
sufficient,  because  there  is  great  danger  of  the  same  accident.  My 
large  experience  has  demonstrated  the  fact,  that  about  twelve  days  is 
the  proper  length  of  time  for  the  damp  suture  to  remain  in  the  tis- 
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sues.  It  is  evidently  unsafe  to  remove  it  sooner,  and  it  may  remain 
till  the  fifteenth  day  with  impunity  ;  but  a  longer  time  is  altogether 
unnecessary. 

79  Madison  Avenue,  New  York. 


OBSERVATIONS 

On  the  Effects  consequent  on  the  Administration  of  Iodide  of  Potas- 
sium, ilhistrated  by  cases.     By  John  O'Riellt,  M.  D.,  Licentiate 
and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland.  Resi- 
dent Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 
The  familiarity  with  the  descriptions  of  medicine  required  for  the 
treatment  of  almost  every  disease  evinced  by  a  great  number  of  people 
in  this  city,  must  strike  with  astonishment  medical  men  who  have 
practiced  in  Europe — at  least  in  that  quarter  of  it  which  I  came 
from. 

I  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  in  the  generality  of  cases,  it  is 
the  custom  of  the  majority  of  the  patients,  or  their  relatives,  to 
inquire  not  only  into  the  nature  of  the  disease,  but  also  the  kind  of 
medicine  required  for  its  cure,  and  that  in  many  instances  the  parties 
obtain  the  information  demanded.  Now  the  result  of  this  compla- 
cency of  the  Physician  is  attended  with  bad  consequences,  inasmuch 
as  it  impresses  certain  young  or  old  ladies,  commonly  called  "  strong- 
minded  women,"  with  the  conviction  that  they  know  more  than  the 
young  doctors,  and  actually  discuss  difficult  medical  topics  with  them 
whenever  an  opportunity  offers. 

I  am  actuated  to  make  the  above  remarks  with  a  view  to  impress 
on  the  profession  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping  a  dignified  silence 
in  relation  to  medical  subjects,  in  presence  of  the  patients  or  their 
relatives,  as  a  course  at  once  calculated  to  uphold  the  respectability  of 
the  profession,  and  ward  off  danger  from  the  public. 

The  many  advantages  attendant  on  the  administration  of  Iodide  of 
Potassium,  or  as  it  is  more  frequently  called,  Hydriodate  of  Potash 
are  too  well  and  favorably  known  by  the  profession  to  require  enume- 
ration. Hence,  for  the  reasons  already  advanced,  its  curative  proper' 
ties  are  understood  by  the  public,  and  it  has  now  become  a  very  popular 
medicine,  and  is  ordered  to  be  given  to  patients  by  persons  who  are 
not  aware  that  in  over  doses  it  will  induce  emaciation,  debility,  nervous 
irritability,  headache,  salivation,  diarrhoea,  wasting  of  the  mammary 
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glands  and  testicles,  as  well  as  another  train  of  evils  which  I  shall 
presently  attempt  to  delineate. 

As  physicians  and  surgeons  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  directing  a  cer- 
tain class  of  their  patients  to  take  Iodide  of  Potassium  in  consider- 
able quantities,  with  advantage  ;  and  as  no  bad  consequences,  except 
those  already  stated,  are  apprehended  or  anticipated  from  its  use,  I 
feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  particularize  some  facts  demonstrating  its 
capability  to  produce  a  cutaneous  disease  of  a  peculiar  character,  and 
very  alarming  in  its  consequences. 

When  a  patient  has  been  taking  Iodide  of  Potassium  for  some  days 
— probably  on  account  of  some  peculiarity  in  his  constitution — he  is 
suddenly  attacked  with  symptoms  of  fever,  and  almost  cotempora- 
neously  with  this  disturbance  of  his  system,  will  be  observed  on  his 
forehead  and  face  spots,  varying  in  size  and  irregular  in  form,  of  a 
dark  red  color.  As  the  case  goes  on,  the  spots  will  be  found  on  the 
chest  and  upper  extremities,  and  ultimately  will  appear  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  trunk  and  lower  extremities.  The  spots  will  gradually 
become  darker,  and  eventually  assume  a  purple  color.  After  some 
time,  the  cuticle  will  be  seen  elevated  over  an  odd  macula,  or  filled 
with  a  fluid  of  a  purple  color  ;  in  a  short  time  the  cuticle  becomes 
detached,  and  the  subjacent  parts,  including  the  true  skin  and  cellular 
substance  will  be  remarked  to  be  sphaculated  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent — as  the  case  progresses,  the  dead  part  will  be  thrown  off, 
leaving  ulcers  of  a  considerable  depth,  or  rendering  the  patient  mise- 
rable by  the  total  annihilation  of  an  important  organ.  The  violence 
the  constitution  sustains  during  the  course  of  this  disease  is  very 
great — the  strength  is  prostrated,  the  mind  wanders,  an  offensive 
stench  is  exhaled  from  the  body,  a  profuse  secretion  of  saliva,  with  a 
swollen  tongue,  renders  the  patient  uncomfortable— in  a  word,  the 
appearance  of  the  patient  would  seem  to  announce  his  immediate  and 
certain  dissolution. 

As  it  may  by  some  be  imagined  that  the  appearance  and  symptoms 
I  have  specified  may  be  confounded  with  ultim  purpura,  mercurial 
eczema,  or  syphilitic  eruption,  it  is  necessary  I  should  state  the 
grounds  on  which  I  founded  my  diagnosis.  Now  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  ia  those  cases  which  came  under  my  notice,  the  patients 
were  actually  taking  Iodide  of  Potassium  at  the  time  the  macula? 
appeared  ;  and  this  circumstance  affords  "  prima  facie"  evidence  that 
it  caused  the  mischief  which  ensued. 
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With  respect  to  the  diagnosis  between  purpura  and  the  Iodine  dis- 
ease, it  will  be  noted  that  in  the  former  the  macula;  appear  on  the  lower 
extremities  first,  andthat  the  disease  almost  invariably  occurs  in  those 
whose  constitutions  have  been  broken  down  by  long  sea  voyages,  or  are 
suffering  under  some  other  disease — such  as  typhus  fever,  phthisis,  an- 
asarca chlorosis,  or  some  other  debilitating  malady.  Again,  there  is 
no  ptyalism — no  bullae — no  disagreeable  odor — no  constitutional  de- 
rangement— but  the  grand  characteristic  distinction  consists  in  the 
eruptiou.  In  the  Iodine  diseases,  like  the  exanthemata,  it  shows 
itself  first  on  the  face,  while  in  purpura  it  appeai-s  on  the  legs. 

As  to  mercurial  eczema,  which  resembles  the  Iodine  disease, 
it  must  be  kept  in  recollection  that  the  disease  sets  in  while  the 
patient  is  taking  mercury — that  the  eruption  is  of  a  red  color,  gener- 
ally diffused  with  papula) — that  the  vesicles  which  form  are  exceed- 
ingly small — and  that  desquamation  of  the  cuticle  takes  place,  but  that 
there  is  no  mortification  or  large  bulla,  as  in  the  Iodine  disease. 
Here,  however,  the  negative  evidence  draws  a  line  of  demarcation 
very  conclusively,  inasmuch  as  the  Iodine  disease  will  be  ushered  in  at 
a  period  when  the  patient  is  not  taking  mercury. 

Xow,  as  to  syphilis,  the  Iodine  disease  does  not  resemble  cither  the 
scaly  papularor  pustular  eruptions.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  enter 
more  minutely  into  the  distinction  ;  suffice  it  say,  that  the  Iodine  dis- 
ease will  attack  married  men — the  fathers  of  living  children — who 
have  not  had  syphilis  subsequent  to  their  marriage.  It  may  be  urged 
that  syphilis  remains  a  long  time  in  the  system,  and  might  break  out 
at  a  later  period.  However,  the  fact  of  the  offspring  of  a  man  who 
has  had  syphilis,  surviving,  precludes  the  possibility  of  entertaining  an 
idea  that  the  poison  of  syphilis  could  be  latent  in  his  system.  It  is  a 
well  established  fact,  that  if  a  man  is  contaminated  with  the  syphili- 
tic poison,  his  offspring  will  be  doomed  to  destruction  unless  precau- 
tionary measures  are  resorted  to,  as  is  witnessed  by  the  frequent  abor- 
tions of  his  wife — her  premature  confinements — her  giving  birth  to 
still-born  infants,  or  to  feeble  ones,  to  be  cut  off  by  syphilis  in  a  few 
days  or  weeks. 

With  respect  to  the  prognosis  of  the  Iodine  disease,  although  ex- 
ceedingly formidable,  it  may  be  considered  favorable.  In  one  of  the 
subjoined  cases,  where  the  patient  appeared  to  be  in  the  jaws  of 
death,  and  whose  condition  was  considered  almost  hopeless  by  the  cele- 
brated Professor  Mott,whose  invaluable  assistance  was  given  to  me,the 
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patient  recovered.  The  class  of  persons  most  susceptible  of  contract- 
ing what  I  have  called,  for  want  of  a  better  name,  the  "  Iodine  dis- 
ease," are  those  who  have  been  prone  to  acts  of  intemperance,  and 
who  have  taken  mercury  in  their  youth. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment,  it  is  evident  that  in  the  event  of  the 
patient  being  taking  Iodide  of  Potassium,  its  use  must  be  at  once 
interdicted — the  patient  must  have  the  benefit  of  pure  air,  and  his 
apartment  be  kept  well  ventilated — his  constitution  must  be  supported 
with  nutritious  regimen — bark,  opium  and  camphor  must  be  given  to 
impart  strength  to  the  system  and  allay  nervous  excitement,  and  stim- 
ulants, such  as  milk  punch,  must  be  freely  imbibed,  so  as  to  prop  up 
the  drooping  powers  of  life,  and  enable  the  constitution  to  throw  off 
the  loathsome  distemper  which  threatens  its  existence.  The  local 
treatment  is  the  same  that  is  demanded  in  other  cases,  when  certain 
parts  are  sphacelated,  and  consist  in  the  application  of  fermenting 
poultices,  balsam  of  Peru,  aud  when  the  dead  parts  slough  off, 
caustic  wash,  dry  lint,  and  oiled  silk. 

I  must  remark  that  my  observations  relative  to  the  deleterious 
effects  occasioned  by  administration  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  are  made 
on  my  own  responsibility,  and  that  the  diagnosis  is  established  solely 
on  my  own  perception  ;  so  that  I  am  alone  accountable  for  any  errors 
that  may  be  found  in  this  article. 

Having  mentioned  the  circumstances  connected  with  one  of  the 
cases  to  Doctor  Elder,  a  highly  respectable  and  well  educated  medi- 
cal practitioner,  residing  at  Hoboken,  he  told  me  he  could  corrobo- 
rate my  views  on  the  matter.  A  perusal  of  his  letter,  which  is  sub- 
joined, will  afford  conclusive  evidence  of  the  veracity  of  my  statement. 

Hoboken,  Dec.  6,  1853. 

Bear  Doctor : — I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  you  a  very  particular 
history  of  the  following  case,  which  you  have  solicited,  as  I  have  fool- 
ishly fallen  into  the  error  of  trusting  important  facts  to  memory  alone 
for  perpetuation  ;  however,  I  will  state  such  facts  as  I  well  remember. 

On  the  1st  January,  1 849, 1  was  summoned  to  visit  Captain  J  , 

commander  of  a  pleasure  yacht :  aged  about  forty-five  years,  of  strong, 
robust  constitution,  very  corpulent,  a  "  high  liver,"  and  seldom  accused 
by  his  friends  of  refusing  a  "  glass."  His  general  appearance,  how- 
ever, bespoke  for  him  a  scrofulous  tendency  of  habit.  Up  to  this 
time  he  had  for  several  years  enjoyed  uninterrupted  good  health.  At 
this  time  he  was  laboring  under  severe  Hunterian  "  chancre."  He 
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was  placed  under  a  mercurial  course  of  treatment  for  a  few  days,  with 
marked  benefit,  yet  it  did  not  continue  ;  the  ulcer,  after  remaining  a 
day  or  two  in,  'statue  quo,"  assumed  a  retrograde  movement.  Upon 
a  consultation  with  my  friend,  Dr.  George  Wilks,  it  was  decided  to  put 
him  upon  the  following  : 

R.    Iodide  Potass,  1  dram. 

Tinct.  Gentian,  2  ounces. 

Aqua  Pura?,  4  ounces.  Mix. 
Dose. — Table-spoonful  every  six  hours. 
Also,  emolient  local  applications. 

In  the  coarse  of  three  or  four  days  a  profuse  eruption  covered  the 
whole  skin  from  head  to  foot ;  it  was  discontinued  for  three  days,  at 
the  termination  of  which  the  eruption  had  nearly  disappeared — yet, 
upon  resorting  to  its  use  again,  it  soon  made  its  reappearance.  Under 
its  influence  the  "  chancre"  healed  in  due  time  ;  after  perfect  recovery 
from  venereal  taint  had  apparently  taken  place,  the  Iodide  Potassium 
was  again  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  its  real  agency 
in  producing  the  eruption  :  it  was  tried  two  or  three  times,  after  short 
intervals,  with  like  result.  In  two  recent  cases  I  have  noticed  a 
similar  eruption  after  the  use  of  Iodide  Potassium,  with  the  details  of 
which  I  will  not  trouble  yon. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

L.  W.  ELDER 

To  Db.  O'Rielly,  83  White  street. 

In  August,  1850,  I  was  called  to  visit  Mr.  H.  E.,  aged  twenty 
nine,  married  ;  has  a  son  two  years  old  ;  has  never  had  the  venereal 
disease,  or  never  took  mercury  to  his  knowledge  ;  has  been  troubled 
for  some  time  with  chronic  rheumatism,  and  has  been  ordered  to  take 
Hydriodate  of  Potash  for  its  cure.  Having  taken  the  medicine  for 
some  days,  he  was  attacked  with  symptoms  of  fever,  and  an  eruption 
soon  presented  itself  on  his  face,  and  subsequently  all  over  his  body. 
Macula?  first,  of  a  dark  red  color,  came  out,  which  gradually  got 
darker,  until  the  spots  resembled  purpura  •  the  cuticle  next  become 
raised  over  some  of  the  spots,  and  was  filled  with  a  fluid  of  a  purple 
color,  constituting  large  bulla;  an  inch  in  diameter.  On  the  cuticle 
giving  way,  the  true  skin  was  found  sphacelated  underneath  ;  the  pa- 
tient was  profusely  salivated — his  tongue  was  swollen,  his  frame  was 
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greatly  debilitated,  and  nervous  irritation  harrassed  him  very  much. 
The  case  being  an  anomalous  one,  myself,  the  late  Dr.  Caldwell,  and 
my  learned  and  talented  friend,  Dr.  Power,  were  requested  to  see  it — 
and  the]  truth  is  it  puzzled  us.  The  patient's  life  seemed  to  be 
in  immiuent  danger  at  the  time,  and  although  we  were  not  perfectly 
satined  as  to  the  nature  of  the  distemper,  yet  we  adopted  the  proper  • 
treatment.  The  patient  was  directed  to  take  strong  broths,  porter, 
milk  punch,,  compound  infusion  of  roses,  with  Quinine,  camphor  com- 
bined with  opium  ;  and  after  the  expiration  of  a  month,  he  was  con- 
valescent, with  the  exception  of  the  ulcers,  which  were  healed  in  the 
usual  way,  and  the  patient  was  enabled  to  resume  his  business. 

On  the  15th  April,  1853,  I  was  called  to  visit  Mr.  J.  D.,  aged 
twenty-three  ;  a  clerk  ;  married  ;  has  one  child  eighteen  months  old  ; 
has  had  syphilis  previous  to  his  marriage,  for  which  he  had  taken  mer- 
cury ;  has  been  addicted  to  habits  of  intemperance  ;  has  practised 
masturbation  since  his  marriage  ;  has  been  subject  to  attacks  of  rheu- 
matism, for  which  he  has  taken  Hydriodate  of  Potash  ;  in  the  present 
attack  has  had  a  physician  attending  to  him  for  nine  days,  who  pre- 
scribed Hydriodate  of  Potash  for  him  ;  states  that  in  consequence  of 
his  medical  attendant  going  to  the  country,  he  was  obliged  to  send  for 
me,  on  account  of  an  eruption  which  suddenly  broke  out  after  a 
slight  attack  of  fever.  The  patient  at  this  time  presented  a  most 
grotesque  appearance,  looking  more  like  a  leopard  than  a  man  ;  he 
was  all  mottled  over  with  spots — those  on  his  face  were  purple,  whilst 
those  on  the  lower  extremities  were  of  a  dark  red  color  ;  it  will  be 
remembered  the  spots  on  the  legs  came  out  last.  There  were  two  large 
bullae  an  the  forehead,  one  on  the  lip,  two  under  the  left  clavicle,  two 
on  the  inside  of  the  right  thigh,  one  on  the  side  of  the  prepuce.  The 
patient  was  profusely  salivated,  notwithstanding  he  had  taken  no 
mercury  lately.  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  days,  the  patient  getting 
worse,  and  his  life  being  menaced,  Professor  Mott  was  called  in 
consultation,  who  declared,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  vast  experience, 
he  never  saw  so  bad  a  case.  At  this  time  the  prepuce  corresponding 
to  the  site  of  the  bulla  had  sphacelated,  and  the  integuments  of  the 
penis,  as  far  as  the  pubis,  were  involved  in  mischief.  Mortification  had 
also  seized  on  the  lip,  and  the  other  parts  specified  as  having  bulla. 
The  patient  emitted  a  most  abominable  smell  from  his  person  ;  his 
mind  was  incoherent,  his  pulse  was  quick  and  small,  the  vital  powers 
were  prostrated  to  the  lowest  degree,  every  moment  seemed  about  to 
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snap  the  thread  of  his  earthly  career.  Notwithstanding  this  terrific 
state  of  things,  I  ventured  to  predict  the  patient  would  survive,  hav- 
ing arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  similar  to  the  former  case  ; 
and  fortunately  my  anticipations  proved  to  be  well  formed.  The 
same  treatment  was  fully  carried  out ;  the  patient  rallied,  the  eruption 
disappeared — first  from  the  face,  and  afterwards  from  the  lower 
extremities.  The  sphacelated  parts  were  thrown  off,  including  the 
whole  penis,  body  and  integuments,  from  the  pubis,  not  leaving  a  ves- 
tige of  it  behind  for  any  useful  or  sinister  purpose.  The  patient  is 
now  in  excellent  health  and  spirits,  fully  contented,  and  not  fretted  at 
the  loss  he  incurred. 


An  Example  for  Christian  Men. 

We  give  place  to  the  following  correspondence  with  much  pleasure, 
honorable  as  it  is,  alike  to  the  donors  and  the  recipients,  of  this  noble 
tribute  of  gratitude.  The  Rev.  gentleman  alluded  to  has  been  long 
a  victim  of  chronic  disease,  which  in  its  progress  subjected  him  to 
excruciating  torture,  and  ultimately  to  imminent  hazard  of  life.  After 
a  variety  of  medical  and  surgical  treatment,  including  the  mystic 
trifling  and  stupid  experiments  of  Quackery  in  the  hands  of  sundry 
Homoeopaths,  his  perilous  condition  led  his  friends  to  call  on  Dr.  Sayre 
to  whom  the  merit  belongs  of  making  a  correct  diagnosis,  and  the 
performance  of  a  difficult  and  hazardous  operation,  which  has  happily 
resulted  in  the  entire  restoration  of  this  worthy  pastor  to  his  affec- 
tionate flock,  among  whom  he  has  resumed  his  useful  labors. 

His  friends  and  parishioners,  appreciating  the  value  of  the  services 
thus  rendered  to  their  beloved  minister  by  a  member  of  our  profession, 
as  usual  without  any  charge,  have  taken  this  method  of  spontaneously 
expressing  their  feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  surgeon  by  the  presenta- 
tion on  Thanksgiving  day  of  a  massive  silver  service,  intrinsically 
worth  nearly  a  thousand  dollars,  suitably  inscribed,  and  engraved 
with  professional  devices  in  the  highest  style  of  artistic  excellence. 

To  the  church  which  have  thus  exemplified  their  religion,  by  showing 
their  exalted  estimate  of  their  pastor's  life,  and  of  the  professional 
skill  which  has  been  blessed  with  success,  in  something  more  substan- 
tial than  words,  it  may  be  fitly  said, 

"  Many  daughters  have  done  virtuously,  but  this  daughter  excelleth  them  all.' 7 
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The  following  is  the  correspondence  alluded  to,  and  is  creditable  to 
all  parties  : 

New  York,  Nov.  24th.  1853. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre, 
Dear  Sir  : 

Feeling  as  we  do  that  you  have  been  mainly 
instrumental  under  God,  in  saving  the  life  of  our  highly  esteemed 
friend  and  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Burchard,  we  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing our  grateful  appreciation  of  your  valuable  services  in  such 
form  as  to  be  a  perpetual  memorial  of  confidence  and  affection  on  our 
part,  and  high  surgical  skill  and  professional  success  even  against  the 
most  adverse  circumstances,  on  yours.  We  would  not  insult  your, 
well  known  generosity  to  the  clerical  profession  by  offering  you  a  fee 
or  anything  which  might  be  considered  a  compensation  for  your  untir- 
ing zeal  and  devotion,  but  we  beg  your  acceptance  of  the  accompany- 
ing Pitcher  and  Salver,  as  an  index  of  what  appreciating  and  grateful 
hearts  may  fed  but  which  words  cannot  express.  May  you  live  for 
many  long  years,  as  an  ornament  to  your  profession  and  a  benefactor 
of  your  race. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

In  behalf  of  the  friends  of  the 

Rev.  Saml.  D.  Burchard,  D.  D. 

JOHN  P.  CUMMING, 
DEXTER  FAIRBANK, 
H.  W.  HUNT, 
JOHN  WILSON. 
Inscription  upon  the  Pitcher. 
Presented  to 
L.  A.  SAYRE,  M.  D.. 
By  a  few  of  the  personal  friends  and  parishioners 
of  the 

Rev.  Saml.  D.  Burchard,  D.  D., 
As  a  testimonial  of  their  grateful  appreciation  of  the  high  surgical 
skill  and  untiring  fidelity,  displayed  by  him  in  the  severe  bodily 
affliction  which  their  dear  friend  and  pastor  has  lately  beea 
called  in  the  Providence  of  God  to  endure. 
Nov.  24th,  1853. 
On  the  Salver  : 
Presented  to 
L.  A.  SAYRE,  M.  D., 
by  the  friends  of  the 
Rev.  Saml.  D.  Burchard,  D.  D., 
Nov.  24th,  1853. 
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Kf.w  York,  JS'ov.  35th.  1853. 

To  John  P.  Gumming,  Dexter  Fairbank,  H.  W.  Hunt,  and  John 
Wilson,  Esqrs. 

Gentlemen : 

I  have  received  with  deep  emotions  of 
gratitude  which  I  find  very  difficult  to  express  in  words,  the  splendid 
gift  you  have  presented  to  me,  in  behalf  of  the  friends  of  the  Rev*d 
Saml.  D.  Burchard,  D.  D. 

The  professional  services  I  was  called  to  render  this  most  beloved 
and  estimable  gentleman,  resulted  in  the  providence  of  God,  in  re- 
storing him  to  the  path  of  noble  duty  in  which  his  days  are  spent — 
and  the  terms  in  which  you  allude  in  your  letter,  to  your  feelings 
towards  me  on  this  occasion  come  so  directly  from  your  hearts,  and 
appeal  so  forcibly  to  mine,  that  it  has  given  me  more  pleasure  than 
often  falls  to  my  lot  in  the  daily  discharge  of  my  professional  duties. 

I  accept  and  shall  ever  value  your  magnificent  present,  not  more  for 
its  own  intrinsic  beauty,  than  as  a  proof  of  your  attachment  to  my 
revered  friend,  who  owes  hi  srecovery  in  a  great  measure  to  your  own 
devoted  attentions,  by  night  and  day,  while  bearing  with  the  spirit  of 
a  martyr,  the  intense  suffering  with  which  it  was  the  will  of  God  to 
visit  him.  Long  may  he  live  to  be  a  blessing  to  all  around  him.  For 
your  expressions  of  confidence  and  affection  to  myself  personally  I 
am  very  grateful,  while  I  feel  they  are  also  offered  to  that  noble  pro- 
fession in  whose  honor  I  glory.  To  yourselves,  gentlemen,  especially 
to  Messrs.  Cumming  and  Fairbank,  am  I  deeply  indebted  for  the 
constant  and  unremitting  watchfulness  and  care  bestowed  upon  my 
patient,  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  without  the  efficient  nursing  he 
received,  I  could  not  have  counted  upon  success. 

Your  valuable  present  shall  be  dear  to  me  as  a  proof  of  your  regard 
and  esteem  ;  prized  as  a  token  to  be  transmitted  to  my  descendants, 
as  an  incentive  to  excellence  and  fidelity  in  whatever  sphere  they  may 
be  called  to  act — prized  also,  as  an  appreciation  of  that  profession 
whose  honor  is  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own. 

I  am  not  able  to  express  all  I  feel  upon  this  occasion,  but  you,  gen- 
tlemen, can  understand  and  appreciate  my  gratitude. 
With  high  regard, 

Your  friend  and  obd't  serv't, 

LEWIS  A.  SAYKE,  M.  D. 
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THE  LAST  TURN  OF  THE  WHEEL  OF  QUACKERY. 

That  we  are  a  rapid,  not  to  say  fast  people,  we  believe  is  acknow 
ledged  on  all  hands,  in  all  the  States  of  this  goodly  Union,  and  in 
every  circle  of  society.  We  are  rapid  in  dollars  and  cents  ;  rapid  on 
land  and  on  sea  ;  rapid  in  eating  and  drinking  and  thinking  ;  but  our 
rapidity  in  making  doctors  is  above  all  things  wonderful.  Rapid  as 
all  our  medical  institutions  have  heretofore  been  in  this  line,  they  are 
all  outstripped  by  the  rapidity  of  a  quondam  professor  in  a  defunct 
"  Medical  Institute,"  who  has  been  conferring  the  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  etc  ;  all  alone  by  himself,  just  across  the  river,  over 
in  Arkansas,  for  twenty-live  dollars  good  and  lawful  currency.  Twen- 
ty-five dollars  is  a  good  price  for  the  sheep  skin,  but  it  must  be  admit- 
ted that  it  is  rather  low  for  the  medullum  philosophia.  We  suspect, 
however,  that  these  doctors  have  not  much  of  the  marrow,  but  an 
abundance  of  the  sheep  skin,  and  with  heads  to  correspond  they  may 
do  for  awhile. 

We  shall  look  forward  with  great  interest  to  the  next  edition  of 
the  "Arkansas  Swamp  Doctor."  We  trow  the  sprightly  author  will 
have  no  lack  of  truths  stronger  than  fiction,  if  he  records  the  doings 
of  these  $25  medicos.  Be  it  known  to  all  who  may  feel  any  interest 
in  the  subject  that  the  so  called  "medical  institute,"  yielded  up  the 
ghost  in  this  good  city  of  the  Bluffs  some  time  back.  After  strug- 
gling through  an  asthmatic  sort  of  existence,  it  died,  and  died  so 
effectually  that  we  presumed  not  even  the  "  Rappers"  would  be  able 
to  summon  its  ghost  from  the  vasty  deep  of  medical  quackery.  But 
these  are  strange  times  in  which  we  live,  and  perhaps  some  old  Fox, 
having  been  graduated  in  quackery,  before  his  departure  from  this 
world,  has  assumed  the  shape  of  a  live  professor,  and  is  now  prowling 
about  Arkansas  speculating  in  credulity  and  woe.  As  in  the  olden 
time  evil  spirits  were  cast  out  by  adjuration  and  exorcism,  by  suffumi- 
gation,  lights,  cutting  the  air  with  swords,  sacred  herbs,  odors,  &c, 
we  do  recommend  to  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  general, 
and  the  town  of  Augusta  in  particular,  the  free  use  of  Pix  Liquida, 
with  the  usual  accompaniment,  rail  and  feathers,  in  order  to  exorcise 
the  sheep  skin  doctors  that  are  infesting  that  fair  region. — Memphis 
Medical  Recorder. 

[The  foregoing  western  phillipic  against  quackery  proves 
that  the  march  of  empire  lies  westward  of  New  York,  and 
that  they  are  only  imitators  of  our.  quacks  out  in  Tennessee 
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and  Arkansas.  Talk  of  the  "  Swamp  Doctor"  selling  diplo- 
mas for  25  dollars  indeed  !  Why  we  have  had  them  sold  here 
for  less  than  half  that  sum.  It  is  only  a  few  years  since  Dr. 
Gray,  now  the  prince  of  Homoeopaths  of  this  city,  was  selling- 
diplomas  for  ten  dollars !  veritable  sheep  skins,  conferring  M.  D. 
and  other  degrees  on  every  blockhead  who  could  raise  the  fee. 
In  this  latitude  nobody  talked  of  "  riding  him  on  a  rail,"  or 
"  tar  and  feathers,"  as  does  this  western  editor.  The  County 
Medical  Society  simply  met  and  expelled  both  him  and  his  con- 
federate Dr.  Baxter  from  their  fellowship.  The  record  is  still 
on  the  books  of  the  Society,  although  they  were  subsequently 
reinstated  on  confession  and  promises  to  sin  no  more.  Since 
then  we  believe  the  trade  has  been  continued  by  the  "  Fire 
King"  and  there  are  a  number  of  Doctors,  or  Homoeopaths, 
whose  only  authority  or  qualification  is  derived  from  these 
counterfeit  diplomas,  bought  of  one  of  the  parties  for  10  dol- 
lars, and  in  case  of  "  indigent  young  men,"  half  price  was  char- 
itably taken.  We  have  seen  these  sheep  skins,  and  they  were 
of  immense  size,  exquisitely  engraved,  in  the  Latin  language, 
and  purported  to  be  issued  by  authority  of  a  University  some- 
where in  Indiana,  of  which  James  Arlington  Bennet  was  the 
Chancellor,  by  whom  we  suppose  the  aforesaid  New  York 
agents  were  appointed.  The  western  aspirants  for  a  degree 
could  even  now  buy  diplomas  in  New  York  for  any  biped  or 
quadruped,  cheaper  than  of  this  Arkansas  Swamp  Doctor. 
Vive  la  bagatelle.] 


Taenia  Lata  Expelled  by  Kousso. 

By  Henry  G.  Cox,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Emigrants1  Hospital. 

The  Kousso  used  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape  Worm,  appears  to 
have  been  first  made  available  by  the  natives  of  Abyssinia,  (where  it 
abounds)  who  are  particularly  liable  to  suffer  from  this  species  of  in- 
testinal worm  ;  they  administer  it  regularly  from  the  period  of  child- 
hood to  advanced  adult  life,  and  in  those  instances  in  which  it  has 
been  indiscriminately  taken  for  a  long  time,  it  produces  great  debility 
and  diarrhoea,  followed  by  prolapsus  ani.  Whenever  prescribed  in 
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Europe,  however,  iu  moderate  doses,  it  has  never  occasioned  other 
than  the  most  beneficial  and  satisfactory  results. 

The  flowers  of  the  plant,  the  Brayera  anthelmintica  (Rosaces,)  are 
dried  iu  the  sun,  all  the  extraneous  matters  removed,  and  are  then 
pounded  finely  and  mixed  with  warm  water,  allowed  to  infuse  for  half 
an  hour,  the  infusion  with  the  suspended  powder  is  drank  in  two  or 
three  portions  at  intervals  of  an  hour  Care  should  be  taken  not  to 
drink  much  during  the  time  that  the  medicine  is  producing  its  effects. 
The  dose  found  effectual  is  from  three  to  six  drachms  of  the  powder  ; 
if  five  or  six  hours  elapse  without  catharsis  having  been  induced,  a 
seidlitz  powder  or  castor  oil  may  be  given  to  aid  it  in  its  effect ;  gen- 
erally the  worm  will  be  expelled,  or  large  portions  of  it,  within  the 
time  mentioned. 

A  favorable  opinion  of  this  remedy  was  expressed  by  the  Academy 
of  Medicine,  in  Paris,  in  May,  1841,  recommending  it  as  valuable  in 
cases  of  Taenia  ;  since  then  it  has  been  used  frequently  both  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe  and  in  Great  Britain.  The  effects  of  the  Kousso 
seem  everywhere  to  be  uniform  in  expelling  this  parasite,  when  other 
anthelmintics  have  failed,  some  of  which  have  produced  very  unpleas- 
ant results  in  cases  where  they  have  been  exhibited. 

The  oil  of  Turpentine,  and  of  male  fern  have  been  used  only  with 
comparative  success,  but  in  many  instances  irritability  of  the  stomach 
has  occurred,  followed  by  a  corresponding  amount  of  depression.  The 
oxide  of  silver  has  also  effected  the  expulsion  of  the  tape  worm,  but 
success  has  not  invariably  attended  the  exhibition  of  these  different 
remedies. 

I  have  not  noticed  that  the  cases  reported  here  show  any  return  of 
the  worm  ;  this  perhaps  is  still  a  matter  for  observation. 

The  following  proves  the  certain  effect  of  the  Kousso,  and  although 
similar  cases  are  now  of  frequent  occurrence,  having  seen  them  in  my 
own  practice  during  the  past  year,  yet  I  deem  it  not  entirely  devoid 
of  interest  : — 

Mrs.  Q  ,  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  aged  65  years,  became, 

about  two  years  ago,  emaciated  and  pale,  with  frequent  and  severe 
pains  occurring  in  the  epingastric  and  right  hypogostric  regions,  some- 
times accompanied  by  diarrhoea  at  others  constipation.  During  this 
period  she  passed  portions  of  a  tape  worm,  an  inch  or  two,  at  long  inter- 
vals. The  oil  of  turpentine  and  castor  oil  were  used  without  benefit. 
I  saw  her  first  in  October,  she  was  ancemic  and  emaciated,  with  an 
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expression  of  countenance  similar  to  that  observed  in  organic  disease, 
with  the  symptoms  above  narrated. 

After  the  exhibition  of  some  of  the  usual  anthelmintics,  I  pre- 
scribed, Nov.  16th,  the  Kousso,  4  drams,  to  be  infused  in  a  pint  of  warm 
water.  One  half  of  it  was  drank  at  bed  time  and  the  remainder  next 
morning,  after  which  she  had  several  large  dark  foecal  dejections  in 
which  were  found  8|  feet  of  the  worm,  which  relieved  the  patient  en- 
tirely ;  the  medicine  produced  a  decided  diuretic  effect  also. 

This  patient  has  continued  to  improve  to  the  present  time.  The 
head  of  the  worm  was  not  discovered,  nor  have  I  noticed  in  but  one 
of  the  reported  cases  which  I  have  seen,  that  the  head  has  been  found. 
It  remains  therefore  to  be  decided  whether  the  effect  of  the  Kousso 
be  curative,  but  the  immediate  and  certain  relief  afforded  is  sufficient 
reason  for  not  overlooking  the  properties  of  this  drug  in  all  cases  of 
Taenia.  * 

Dec.  12,  1853. 


MEDICAL  LITERATURE  AT  A  DISCOUNT. 

Our  neighbor  of  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Times,  in  his  December  num- 
ber, furnishes  his  readers  with  a  "  curiosity  shop."  His  first  specimen 
is  by  one  of  the  new  surgeons  of  the  N.  Y.  Hospital,  who  promul- 
gates the  astounding  novelty  that  Cancer  of  the  mamma,  or  other 
superficial  structure,  sometimes  diminishes  and  recedes  in  its  morbid 
growth  so  as  almost  to  disappear  by  resolution  ;  when  the  specific 
malady  assails  the  internal  organs,  or  when  any  other  intense  morbid 
process  attacks  the  vital  structures.  He  very  classically  entitles  his 
paper  "the  retrogression  of  cancer,"  and  with  singular  gravity  infers 
from  the  old  pathological  law,  which  the  cases  he  cites  only  illustrates, 
that  "  the  resolution  of  tumors  does  not  prove  that  they  were  not  can- 
cerous," especially  if  he  and  other  pathological  doctors  have  previously 
pronounced  them  such.  An  ingenious  method  this  of  covering  up  the 
blunders  of  the  brethren. 

When  the  intensely  active  irritation  of  a  cancerous  stomach,  removes 
by  revulsion,  the  morbid  mischiefs  at  work  in  a  subcutaneous  tissue, 
it  is  on  the  principle  that  "the  big  pain  eats  up  the  little  one,"  as 
Aaron's  rod  swallowed  up  all  the  other  rods.  Some  wiseacre  will 
next  herald  as  a  new  discovery  the  retrogression  of  tubercles,  or  the 
drying  up  of  a  fistula,  as  if  not  proving  the  curability  of  consumption, 
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yet  authorizing  "  a  doubt  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  decision  that 
where  consumption  of  the  lungs  follows  such  phenomena,  the  disease 
in  the  cervical  glands  or  the  fistula  was  not  scrophula"  Pshaw  !  have 
Drs.  Markoe  and  Bulkley  unlearned  in  the  Hospital  what  they  were 
taught  when  at  school,  or  need  such  savans  to  be  reminded  of  the 
maxim,  "  Ubi  irritatio,"  &c.  The  miscrocopical  display  of  Cell  pa- 
thology in  connection  with  one  of  these  cases  we  should  call  puerility, 
if  it  was  not  evident  that  our  old  friend  Dr.  Clark  has  been  caught 
Dapping  for  once.    We  are  sorry  to  see  that  even  Homer  nods. 

Next  we  have  a  ludicrous  report  from  another  Hospital  Surgeon, 
under  the  shadow  of  Old  Yale,  of  a  case  of  horn  on  the  glans  penis, 
which  it  seems  has  for  years  been  alternating  between  the  hospitals  of 
New  York  and  New  Haven,  puzzling  these  "  elite  of  the  profession," 
until  about  five  years  ago  when  it  was  removed  at  the  patient's  request! 
by  a*  simple  incision  and  has  not  returned.  This  old  horn  is  now  pub- 
lished for  the  first  time,  though  it  appeared  in  1846,  and  was  cured  in 
1848  !  Such  horns  may  be  seen  in  any  venereal  hospital,  and  in  these 
days  of  abounding  syphilitic  literature  ought  to  be  familiar  as  house- 
hold words.  They  are  so  to  any  of  the  "  secret  doctors"  about  town, 
and  are  frequently  cured  by  the  "  Cancer  doctors"  in  a  less  number  of 
minutes  than  these  surgeons  employed  years.  If  the  patient  had  been 
allowed  to  follow  his  own  instincts  he  would  have  burned  it  off,  for  we 
are  here  told  he  did  "  set  fire  to  it  for  amusement."  It  is  a  marvel 
that  the  doctors  did  not  take  the  hint,  and  burn  it  off  as  they  would 
if  they  had  not  mistaken  a  wart  for  a  horn !  We  fancy  we  see  Klcord 
publishing  such  a  case  "  in  a  horn  !" 

Dr.  Outram  next  reports  cases  of  the  well  known  diuretic  effects  of 
the  iodide  of  potassium,  eliminating  lead  even  in  one  patient  where 
the  lead  poisoning  had  not  been  suspected.  But  he  forgets  to  tell 
how  he  distinguished  the  lead  in  the  urino  when  chemically  examined 
in  cases  of  known  poisoning  as  colica  pictonum,  paralysis,  &c,  from 
the  lead  by  which  every  body  in  and  out  of  the  hospitals  must  be  suf- 
fering while  drinking  Croton  water  passing  through  lead  pipes,  accord- 
ing to  the  learned  leaden  mania  of  the  day  ! 

But  the  cream  of  this  curiosity  shop  is  yet  to  come  in  the  official 
reports  from  the  learned  bodies  of  the  city.  1.  The  N.  Y.  Academy 
of  Medicine  has  a  meagre  and  characteristic  report  of  its  doings,  or 
rather  do-nothings,  for  which  Professor  Green  gave  them  a  rebuke 
which  is  but  daintily  alluded  to.    2.  The  Pathological  Society  reports 
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Dr.  Metcalfe's  two  hospital  cases  of  aneurism  and  perforation,  both 
fatal  of  course,  when  the  diagnosis  was  made  out  as  usual  by  a  post 
mortem  ;  Dr.  Swett's  case  of  a  "slight!  diarrhoea  not  considered  in  any 
way  dangerous,"  but  dying  in  two  hours  after  !  of  hemorrhage,  which 
after  death  was  found  to  proceed  from  ulcerations  of  the  ileum,  perfo- 
rating a  blood  vessel;  a  discovery  like  that  of  Madam  Blaize,  for  in 
that  case 

■•  The  doctors  found  when  she  was  dead. 
Her  last  disorder  mortal !" 

Dr.  Van  Buren's  cases  of  Cancer,  removed  by  the  knife,  seem  to 
have  had  better  luck,  though  the  end  is  not  yet,  for  Dr.  Markoe's 
"  retrogression"  so  often  hastened  by  the  knife,  will  soon  give  him  the 
opportunity  to  indulge  his  cherished  hope  of  microscopic  dissection, 
not  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient,  but  for  that  of  the  science  of  cell 
pathology  ! 

But  the  X.  Y.  Medical  Association  brings  up  the  rear,  reporting 
from  eight  of  its  members,  while  its  senior  only  names  three  of  theirs, 
as  just  mentioned.  1.  Cases  of  spinal  irritation  are  stated  by  Dfs. 
Pond,  Batchelder,  and  Van  Pelt,  and  others  which  we  are  told  only 
"  demonstrated  the  vagueness  of  its  pathology  and  the  uncertainty  of  its 
therapeutics /"  Dr.  Taylor  reported  cases  of  partial  epilepsy  and 
chorea,  ending  in  each  paroxysm  by  a  general  convulsion,  the  latter 
being  spontaneously  cured.  Drs.  Hubbard,  Dalton  and  Heywood 
remarked  upon  the  medical  virtues  of  Cannabis  Indica,  differing  in  their 
views  of  its  potency.  The  latter  gentleman  related  a  case  of  amau- 
rosis cured  by  mercury  and  the  iodide  of  potash  successively  used, 
which  Dr.  Batchelder  regarded  as  preferable  to  giving  either  remedy 
alone.  Dr.  Stone  reported  an  instance  of  simulated  pregnancy,  of 
which  there  must  be  many,  judging  by  the  frequency  of  the  humiliat- 
ing blunders  committed  by  the  profession,  of  which  several  most  pain- 
ful examples  have  lately  been  detected  to  the  relief  of  the  accused 
parties,  and  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  doctors. 

The  everlasting  and  smutty  letters  of  Ricord  come  next,  followed 
by  a  report  of  surgery  in  the  N.  Y.  Hospital.  Of  the  201  cases,  big 
and  little,  during  Dr.  Van  Buren's  term  of"service,  only  6  are  detailed, 
and  the  result  of  the  rest  are  as  usual  omitted.  The  only  one  which 
calls  for  remark,  is  that  to  which  we  alluded  in  a  former  number,  and 
this  report  shows  that  a  child  nine  years  old  was  run  over  by  a  rail 
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road  car,  and  suffered  a  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the  femur, 
— that  two  hours  after  on  reaching  the  hospital,  the  limb  was  ampu- 
tated at  the  hip  joint.  "  The  shock  of  the  operation  was  excessive,"  as 
we  are  told  in  this  narrative,  and  yet  it  is  added  that  the  "  fatal  issue 
was  attributable  mainly  to  the  excessive  depression  of  the  powers  of 
life  which  always  follows  rail  road  injuries  !"  We  repeat  that  this 
latter  almighty  reason  should  have  forbidden  the  operation,  and  that 
after  this  "  excessive  shock,"  no  surgeon  should  have  consented  to 
witness,  much  less  perform  it  within  four  hours,  as  death  was  inevitable. 

We  do  hope  our  cotemporary  will  do  better  hereafter  in  catering 
for  his  readers  ;  and  for  the  honor  of  the  craft,  we  mean  to  help  him 
by  these  gentle  hints.  If  he  does  not  improve  soon,  we  shall  com- 
plete his  Hospital  reports  by  publishing  the  deaths,  consequent  upon 
the  bad  surgery  we  condemn,  and  which  are  covered  up  by  the  Coro- 
ners, and  never  get  on  the  "Records"  he  quotes. 


(Communication. 

[For  the  Medical  Gazette.] 

Dear  Sir  : 

In  a  late  number  of  your  paper,  I  regretted  to  see  that 
the  only  new  book,  sent  out  by  the  only  medical  publishers  we  in  New 
York  are  blessed  with,  should  be  open  to  such  a  criticism  as  you  gave 
it,  as  one  of  our  obstetrical  professors  had  named  it  as  a  text  book! 
But  by  the  other  journals,  I  see  you  are  not  alone,  and  if  I  may  be 
so  bold  I  enclose  the  notice  from  my  friend  Dr.  Otis,  of  the  Virginia 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  at  Richmond,  one  of  the  ablest  journals 
in  the  country.  Please  insert  it,  that  both  compiler  and  publishers 
may  learn  that 

£:  'Tis  hard  to  climb  the  steep, 
Where  fame's  proud  temple  shines  afaiv' 

This  is  obviously  an  unprejudiced  and  spontaneous  opinion  by  a  disin- 
terested and  competent  authority,  and  the  names  of  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood 
are  among  its  publishers,  printed  on  the  title  page. 

Yours  truly, 

A  SUBSCRIBER, 
[From  the  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
A  Manual  of  Obstetrics.    By  Thomas  F.  Cock,  M.  D.    Small  8vo. 
pp.  259.    New  York  :  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood.  1853. 
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This  is  an  expositor,  of  midwifery  facts,  designed  to  be  useful  to 
young  gentlemen  neither  overburdened  with  brains  nor  favoured  with 
strong  memories  ;  a  misnamed  multum  in  parvo,  suited  only  to  minds 
of  tender  years — to  those  who  have  not  yet  cut  their  wisdom  teeth. 

We  are  not  certain,  that  the  work  is  the  best  that*could  be  devised, 
even  for  those  students  who  have  but  one  short  year  to  swallow  (di- 
gestion being  out  of  the  question)  the  whole  circle  of  medical,  surgi- 
cal, and  obstetrical  science.  Instead  of  an  epitome  of  important  prin- 
ciples, it  is  a  parrot-roll  of  a  multitude  of  terms.  We  cannot  recom- 
mend it  even  to  the  grinding  fraternity. 

Selection©. 

MEDICAL  REFORM. 

A  late  number  of  the  Virginia  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal,  makes 
some  very  judicious  comments  upon  the  abortive  efforts  at  medical 
reform,  in  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  : 

"  We  come  now  to  the  measure  of  Medical  Reform  brought  before 
the  Association.  It  was  moved  that  Dr.  Wellford's  suggestions, 
touching  the  licensing  power,  should  be  referred  to  a  committee,  who 
should  bring  the  matter  fairly  before  the  profession,  and  if  necessary 
memorialize  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  Association.  Immediately  there  was  a  professional  on- 
slaught, and  the  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

"  It  was  then  moved  that  no  delegates  be  received  in  the  Associa- 
tion from  Medical  Schools  which  give  two  courses  of  lectures  annually, 
each  of  which  counts  towards  a  degree.  Again,  there  was  a  flutter 
amongst  the  ranks  of  the  lower  orders  of  professors,  who  teach(! )  all 
the  year  round,  and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

"  In  this  connection,  Dr.  Samuel  Jackson  mentioned  an  instance  of 
a  mechanic  at  Phcenixville,  Pa.,  who  had  successively  attempted  the 
vocations  of  cabinet-maker  and  grog-shop  keeper,  and  had  subse- 
quently practiced,  with  popularity,  as  a  Thompsonian  quack.  It  was 
suggested  to  him  that  it  was  desirable  that  he  should  possess  a  diplo- 
ma. He  left  his  residence,  and  returned  in  one  week,  with  a  diploma 
of  a  Philadelphia  Medical  School.  In  reply  to  interrogations  from 
various  delegates,  the  eminent  professor  stated  the  name  of  his  in- 


24 


THE  NEW-YORK 


forrnaut — a  respectable  practitioner  of  Phcenixville,  and  the  name  of 
the  institution  by  which  this  diploma  was  granted — the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Medicine,  commonly  known  as  '  McClintock's  School.' 
Dr.  Bryan  announced  himself  as  the  representative  of  this  institution, 
but  no  motion  w»s  made  to  deprive  him  of  his  seat. 

*  *  i •:  .  *■  ft.      .  *  * 

From  the  Southern  Jorunal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,  Nov.  1.  1853. 

"  Now,  we  honestly  believe  that  the  American  Medical  Association 
is  incompeteut  to  the  task  which  it  has  assumed,  and  we  have  no  hope 
that  any  substantial  progress  can  be  made,  until  it  is  organized  upon 
a  new  basis,  and  many  of  the  materials  of  which  it  is  at  present  com- 
posed, thrown  off,  and  publicly  repudiated.  We  have  good  reason 
to  conclude  that  there  is  about  as  much  arrant  quackery  and  knavish- 
ness  embodied  in  this  Association,  as  can  be  found  among  the  same 
number  of  medical  men  outside  of  it.  It  is  sickening  to  hear  men 
prating  about  brotherly  love,  and  indulging  in  a  profusion  of  great 
swelling  words  of  vanity,  about  honorable  medicine,  as  though  they 
were  constituted  the  guardians  of  the  morals  of  the  profession,  aud 
themselves  models  of  professional  holiness,  when  the  same  individuals 
can  secretly  stoop  to  the  most  disingenuous  and  knavish  tricks  and 
manoeuvres  to  promote  their  own  selfish  ends  ; — whited  sepulchres — 
fair  enough  outwardly,  but  within  full  of  rottenness  and  corrnption. 

"  A  certain  professor  in  an  Eastern  School,  as  we  have  it  upon  the 
best  authority,  has  established  a  private  clinic*  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  demonstrating  and  lecturing  to  his  class  upon  uterine  dis- 
eases. Poor  females  are  introduced  into  this  clinic,  hoisted  upon  the 
table,  and,  in  the  presence  of  his  class,  seated  upon  the  benches  at  a 
comfortable  distance,  a  speeulum  thrust  into  the  vagina,  and  the  organ 
cauterized  with  lunar  caustic.  We  candidly  submit  to  an  honorable 
profession, — what  is  this  professor's  object,  in  thus  exposing  the 
nakedness  of  poor  females  to  the  gaze  of  his  students,  when  it  is  im- 
possible, as  he  very  well  knows,  for  them  to  appreciate  by  the  sight, 
the  nature  of  the  disease,  or  the  morbid  aspects  of  the  organ  which  he 
professes  to  demonstrate  ? 

"  The  ambition  so  common  among  professors  in  the  schools,  to 
secure  large  classes,  is  often  a  source  of  serious  complaint  on  the  part 
of  their  colleagues,  and  not  unfrequent  are  the  heartburnings  and 
biccerings  instigated  by  it.    The  love  of  the  almighty  dollar  is  the 


*  Public,  as  the  context  implies. — Ed. 


MEDICAL  GAZKTTK. 


25 


root  of  the  whole  evil;  ami  for  the  purpose  of  enticing  a  large  class, 
and  pocketing  a  big  pile  of  money,  this  distinguished  professor,  no 
other  than  Dr.  Gunning  S.  Bedford,  is  willing  to  outrage  the  feelings 
of  delicacy  which  even  the  most  abandoned  of  the  sex  is  not  devoid  of. 
Yet  this  man  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in 
good  standing!  and  no  one,  that  we  are  aware  of,  has  dared  to  re- 
buke him.*  We  would  be  glad  that  some  one  would  point  out  to  ns 
the  difference  between  the  kuavishness  of  this  distinguished  professor 
and  the  patentee  of  Falmestock's  Vermifuge.  To  our  apprehension 
of  the  thing,  Dr.  B.  A.  Fahnestock  should  be  as  unexceptionable  a 
member  of  the  Association  as  Dr.  Gunning  S.  Bedford,  &c.  j.w.k." 


From  the  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
MEDICAL  MEN  AND  SURGICAL  MATTERS. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  the  following  extract  from  a  private 
•letter  written  by  the  distinguished  surgeon  of  New  York — and  also  of 
making  some  remarks  on  medical  men  and  surgical  matters  : 

"  I  am  constantly  engaged  yet  in  surgical  operations.  It  will  gratify 
you,  I  know,  to  hear  that  eight  days  since,  I  tied  the  carotid  artery  for 
the  36</t  time.  The  patient,  as  yet,  is  doing  well."f  This  by  a  man 
that  some  of  his  compeers  tried  to  place  hors  du  combat  several  years 
ago.  This  by  the  man  whom  a  clique  in  his  own  city  prevented  from 
having  the  nomination'  to  the  Presidency  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  last  May — and  by  a  man  whose  name  sheds  more  lustre 
on  American  surgery  than  those  of  a  dozen  of  his  opponents.  We 
nominated  him  for  that  high  office  last  year,  and  we  nominate  him 
again  for  it,  next  year  ;  in  hopes  that  the  unprejudiced  and  liberal 
portion  of  the  profession,  in  the  west,  will  do  that  tardy  justice  to  him 
which  his  envious  professional  enemies  deny  him  at  home.  The  Amer- 
ican medical  profession  owes  it  to  itself  to  put  away  petty  personal 
piques,  and  elect  Mr.  Mott,  next  May,  to  the  Presidency.  Let  us 
be  an  exception  to  the  rule  that  genius  is  persecuted  by  those  who  will 
sing  hosannas  to  its  praise,  when  dead  and  out  of  the  way. 

[Our  friend  Dr.  Bryan  is  sadly  in  fault  in  the  foregoing  article,  and 
"  draws  on  his  imagination  for  his  facts."  There  is  no  "  clique  in  his 
own  city,"  who  would  assail  Dr.  Mott's  fame  by  publishing  such  a 
"  private  letter"  from  him  as  the  above.    We  honor  him  for  something 

*  Yes,  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Gazette  has  "  dared"  to  despise  and  defy  him. 

fSince  dead. — Ed.  Gai. 
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better  than  tying  the  carotid  artery  36  times  !  an  operation  which 
every  surgeon  in  the  country  has  done,  and  which  some  of  us  have 
done  before  he  did,  and  which  any  tyro  can  do.  Nor  would  we  de- 
tract from  his  merits,  by  the  reminiscence  that  one  of  the  36  times, 
was  performed  by  Dr.  Mott  upon  a  game  cock,  a  veritable  rooster,  in 
the  ancient  temple  of  Eseulapius,  as  published  by  himself  ;  nor  would 
we  allude  to  its  want  of  success,  either  in  preventing  hemorrhage,  or 
arresting  malignant  tumors,  as  in  the  case  here  reported,  for  the 
patient  died  soon  after  this  letter. 

Dr.  Mott  has  no  "  envious  professional  enemies  at  home"  as  here 
alleged,  nor  has  his  "  genius  been  persecuted"  here.  So  far  from  it, 
his  high  claims  to  eminence  for  his  brilliant  operations,  have  been 
heralded  by  every  surgical  writer  in  New  York,  and  by  none  with 
more  of  emphasis  than  by  the  editor  of  this  journal,  who  extorted  from 
European  surgeons  the  first  concession  ever  made,  either  in  England, 
France  or  Germany,  to  the  skill  and  success  of  American  surgery,  the 
most  illustrious  examples  of  which  being  claimed  for  Dr.  Mott.  No 
living  man  has  earned  and  received  from  his  professional  brethren  in 
New  York  so  many  honors,  or  so  flattering  eulogies. 

Dr.  Bryan  is  equally  misled  when  he  presumes  to  arraign  his  "  com- 
peers" in  New  York,  for  the  failure  of  his  own  nomination  of  Dr. 
Mott  to  the  Presidency  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  That 
body  did  not  regard  New  York  as  having  any  claim,  at  its  late  ses- 
sion, as  we  had  been  represented  in  that  office  by  the  former  election 
of  Dr.  Stevens.  Moreover  Dr.  Knight,  of  New  Haven,  Ct.,  had  pre- 
sided at  the  Convention  which  originated  the  Association,  and  was 
chosen  by  acclamation,  as  was  his  due. 

It  would  be  affectation  to  conceal  that  the  best  friends  of  Dr.  Mott, 
in  the  profession  at  home  and  abroad,  and  because  they  honor  him, 
have  felt  and  exhibited  their  dissatisfaction  with  his  recent  course,  in 
first  accepting  a  position  as  Emeritus  Professor  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  when  the  University  School  had  cast  him  off 
with  ungrateful  rudeness  ;  and  then  after  a  single  year's  resentment, 
allow  himself  to  desert  the  friends  who  loved  and  honored  him,  and 
return  to  his  enemies,  who  refused  his  restoration  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  Faculty,  which  they  had  compelled  him  to  resign  ;  and  even  to 
content  himself  as  now,  with  the  mere  Emeritus  relation  to  a  sinking 
-concern,  while  he  relinquished  for  the  purpose  the  same  post  of  honor 
in  the  prosperous  and  flourishing  school  which  had  welcomed  him  into 
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their  ranks,  when  his  present  associates  had  driven  him  into  exile. 
But  for  this  misstep,  Dr.  Mott  had  never  fallen  into  the  ethical  errors 
which  have  temporarily  obscured  the  halo  of  professional  glory  which 
has  surrounded  his  name,  and  estranged  him  from  his  brethren,  who 
appreciated  his  worth. 

We  are  among  those  who  indulge  the  hope  that  this  venerable  man, 
appropriately  styled  the  "  Napoleon  of  Surgery,"  will  see  cause  to 
retrace  his  recent  steps  ;  detach  his  name  and  influence  from  the 
waning  school,  which  now  only  lingers  in  existence,  beneath  the 
shadow  of  his  wing  ;  when  he  will  find  among  his  brethren  in  New 
York  the  hearty  recognition  and  welcome  he  has  been  wont  to  receive 
from  all,  until  his  unfortunate  association  with  a  Faculty  which,  while 
he  owes  them  nothing,  owe  him  every  thing,  and  have  nothing  to 
pay.] 


Oilor's  ©able. 

BEGINNING  OF  THE  VOLUME. 

With  the  present  number  of  the  Gazette,  our  fifth  volume  begins, 
of  which  all  subscribers  will  take  notice,  and  renew  their  subscriptions 
by  transmitting  two  dollars  by  mail,  as  advance  payment  for  the  year 
1854.  Delinquent  subscribers  now  owe  three  dollars  according  to  our 
terms  ;  but  if  paid  before  the  first  of  February,  by  remitting  four 
dollars,  they  will  receive  all  the  numbers  of  the  next  volume.  This 
offer  is  made  in  the  hope  of  prompt  and  final  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Gazette  with  the  close  of  the  year,  which  is  very  desirable. 

Back  numbers  can  be  supplied  of  the  fourth  volume  only,  to  com- 
plete files,  or  to  new  subscribers,  if  early  application  be  made. 

New  subscribers  should  by  all  means  begin  with  the  January  num- 
ber. Will  not  our  friends  aid  ffs  and  increase  the  usefulness  of  the 
journal  by  forwarding  us  names  ?  Specimen  numbers  will  be  sent  by 
mail  on  application. 

figg-  Advertisers  are  informed  that  our  extensive  and  increasing 
circulation,  offers  great  facilities  for  reaching  the  medical  public. 

Terms  for  single  insertion  :  a  column  $5,  a  page  $10,  and  smaller 
advertisements  in  proportion.  A  large  deduction  made  on  quarterly 
and  annual  advertisements. 
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OUR  FIFTH  VOLUME. 

A  new  volume  opens  with  the  present  number,  and  conveys  a  greet 
ing  to  our  readers,  on  the  opening  of  the  New  Year.  This  is  the 
time  for  paying  the  animal  subscription,  and  for  receiving  new  sub- 
scribers. We  trust  that  we  shall  not  be  forgotten,  amid  surrounding 
festivities,  and  that  our  friends  will  remit  the  amounts  due  in  advance 
payment,  without  delay.  Neither  leisure  nor  inclination  will  allow  of 
individual  dunning,  even  by  letter,  which  indeed  we  hope  to  find  as 
heretofore  uncalled  for.    Yerbum  sat. 

The  principles  on  which  this  journal  is  condncted  are  now  sufficient- 
ly understood.  We  seek  no  patrouage  from  quacks,  either  in  or  out 
of  the  profession,  and  as  we  give  such  no  quarter,  we  expect  none. 
It  were  easy  to  multiply  our  subscribers  and  advertisers  indefinitely  if 
we  should  lend  our  columns  to  bolstering  up  the  rotten-borough  systems 
pursued  in  certain  schools  and  hospitals;  or  to  playing  the  sycophant 
to  certain  ambitious  cliques  who  sustain  each  other  by  mutual  puffing, 
and  false  pretence  ; — or  to  publishing  meagre  reports  of  fictitious 
cases,  cliniques,  and  lectures,  reported  by  the  members  of  the  Mutual 
Admiration  Societies  ;  or  to  concealing  the  stupid  blunders  and  un- 
scrupulous rashness  and  ignorance  of  apothecaries,  specialists,  and 
manglers  who  are  trifling  with  human  life,  and  thus  bringing  the  pro- 
fession into  disrepute,  for  "  thrift  is  sure  to  follow  fawning."  But, 
"  we  are  doing  a  great  work  and  cannot  come  down,"  for  we  have 
undertaken  the  task  of  elevating  and  purifying  our  profession  ;  by 
separating  the  chaff  from  the  wheat  in  the  ranks  both  of  teachers  and 
practitioners,  and  our  warfare  against  false  pretence  must  be  waged 
without  fear  or  favor,  and  this  at  any  sacrifice  of  patronage,  from 
those  who  cannot  endure  the  ordeal  of  truth. 

Our  experience  thus  far  has  settled  the  question  that  there  are 
enough  of  good  men  and  true,  still  left  in  these  degenerate  days,  to 
rally  around  an  indepenient  medicaLpress,  and  sustain  it  amply,  de- 
spite of  the  combined  and  systematic  opposition  and  detraction  of 
cliques,  parties,  hospitals,  schools,  and  even  rival  publications,  such  as 
the  hostile  crusade  against  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Gazette  has  exhibited. 
Hireling  writers  and  editors  have  been  employed  and  paid  by  inter- 
ested parties,  and  the  work  of  detraction  and  calumny  has  been  tried 
not  only  in  vain,  but  to  their  own  discomfiture  and  defeat.  No  less 
than  three  attempts  to  get  up  opposition  journals,  since  ours  was 
started,  in  this  city,  and  only  one  of  them  survives  upon  the  pap  with 
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which  it  is  fed  by  its  paymasters,  while  we  have  more  readers  in  every 
oue  of  twenty-six  states  of  the  Union,  than  it  has  ever  had  subscrib- 
ers ;  and  we  have  now  a  larger  and  better  circulation  in  the  city  and 
state  of  New-York  alone,  than  all  the  other  medical  journals  pub- 
lished in  the  entire  state.  And  we  only  make  this  boast,  because  it 
serves  to  show  how  impotent  are  all  the  foes  to  a  press  which  has 
proved  itself  to  be  free  and  independent  ;  and  demonstrates  that  our 
course  is  appreciated  by  the  oldest,  ablest,  and  strongest  men  in  the 
profession,  who  love  the  science  aud  abhor  quackery. 

Our  journal  now  circulates  in  twenty  six  states  of  the  Union,  and 
visits  every  College,  Hospital,  Library,  and  Medical  periodical  in  our 
country,  besides  our  foreign  circulation  and  exchanges.  We  shall 
therefore  enter  npon  the  New  Year  under  the  most  encouraging  aus- 
pices for  improving  and  extending  the  usefulness  of  the  Gazette. 


SPECIALITIES. 

An  article  in  the  New  York  Daily  Times  has  been  eagerly  seized 
upon  by  our  worthy  confrere  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  who  seems  to  plume  himself  as  one  having  found  great  spoils. 
The  former  is  a  purely  secular  journal,  including  among  its  editorial 
corps  a  physician,  who  frequently  introduces  professional  matters  to 
his  readers,  which  deserve  well  of  the  fraternity,  and  should  bespeak 
their  patronage.  The  latter  is  an  old  and  well-established  medical 
newspaper,  the  only  one  published  weekly  in  the  country,  and  has 
earned  an  extensive  circulation.  Both  of  these  journals,  however' 
misapprehend,  and  by  consequence  mistake  the  true  issue,  and  substi- 
tute a  false  one,  in  relation  to  medical  specialities. 

It  is  only  within  a  few  years  that  the  profession  in  America  have 
taken  any  notice  whatever  of  special  practitioners  in  any  department 
of  the  healing  art.  Dentistry  has  long  been  looked  upon  as  a  distinct 
and  subordinate  branch,  from  the  labors  of  which  physicians  excuse 
themselves,  and  gladly  transfer  that  department  to  qualified  men,  who 
select  it,  and  acquire  in  it  both  fame  and  fortune.  The  professed 
Oculist  and  Aurist,  who  chooses  either  department  and  excels  therein, 
commits  no  offence  against  the  profession  or  its  ethics,  by  exclusive 
attention  to  either  calling.  And  so  of  the  Surgeon  who  prefers  to 
devote  himself  to  Orthopaedic  or  other  operative  and  manual  proceed- 
ings, after  he  has  been  thoroughly  educated  for  the  purpose,  no  unpro- 
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fessional  forfeiture  of  his  position  results,  although  he  practices  a 
speciality.  None  of  these  are  necessarily  specialists  in  the  objectiona- 
ble seuse,  if  as  in  duty  bound  they  conform  to  the  ethics  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

The  specialists  to  whom  our  profession  are  every  where  arrayed  in 
hostility,- are  of  a  very  diffierent  class,  as  the  writers  to  whom  we 
have  alluded,  ought  to  have  known,  and  knowing,  ought  to  have 
candidly  stated. 

We  have  taken  occasion  to  designate  them,  repeatedly  as  Lung 
doctors,  Dyspepsia  doctors,  Consumption  doctors,  Cancer  doctors, 
Womb  doctors,  Urinary  doctors,  Pile  doctors,  Corn  doctors,  Throat 
doctors,  Spine  doctors,  et  id  genus  omne,  many  of  whom  have  left 
their  profession  as  physicians  proper,  and  in  violation  of  our  code  of 
Ethics,  advertise  themselves  and  their  nostrums,  in  one  or  more  of 
these  departments,  with  false  pretences,  imposing  on  the  ignorant  the 
belief  that  they  profess  either  exclusive  knowledge  or  peculiar  reme- 
dies, while  they  are  uniformly  both  illiterate  and  unprincipled  charla- 
tans.   These  belong  to  the  first  class,  and  their  name  is  Legion. 

A  second  class  announce  themselves  more  slily,  as  regular  physicians, 
who  devote  special  attention  to  "  Diseases  of  the  Chest,"  or  "  of  the 
Urinary  organs,"  or  of  the  "  Diseases  of  Females,"  or  "  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear,"„thus  seeking  the  reputation  and  emoluments  of  the  specialists  by 
more  indirect  means,  while  they  only  use  these  departments  as  "  stool- 
pigeons"  by  means  of  which  they  can  get  into  general  practice  in  other 
departments.  To  this  class  belong  all  those  Surgeons,  so  called,  who 
' '  advertise  advice  gratis  for  the  poor,"  whether  in  or  out  of  cliniques, 
while  they  notoriously  profit  by  the  trick  and  grasp  at  every  depart- 
ment of  practice  that  will  pay,  however  remote  from  their  speciality. 
This  is  only  a  less  vulgar  mode  of  false  pretence,  utterly  forbidden  by 
the  code  of  ethics,  and  every  way  more  disreputable  for  men  of  educa. 
tion.  Every  body  knows  that  if  any  of  these  pretenders,  either  by 
invention  or  purchase,  acquires  the  knowledge  of  new  remedies  for 
any  disease,  and  does  not  forthwith  promulgate  all  he  knows  to  the 
world,  he  would  thereby  forfeit  his  character,  and  ostracise  himself 
from  a  liberal  profession.  And  every  body  ought  to  know,  that  the 
men  who  advertise  themselves  as  specialists  in  any  department,  are 
understood  by  their  compeers  to  know  less,  and  to  be  able  to  do  less, 
in  that  particular  class  of  diseases,  than  perhaps  in  any  other,  being 
uniformly  below  mediocrity  in  all,  without  any  known  exception. 
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Having  thus  defined  the  position  of  the  profession  on  this  vexed 
question,  as  we  understand  it,  we  claim  that  the  criticisms  of  the 
Times,  and  that  of  the  Boston  Journal  are  wholly  irrrelevant.  Nobody- 
objects  to  any  thoroughly  educated  physician,  selecting  any  one  or 
more  departments  for  special  cultivation,  or  devoting  all  his  powers  to 
the  study  and  treatment  of  any  class  of  diseases.  We  are  ever  ready 
to  encourage  such  labors,  by  extending  every  facility  to  such,  and  the 
profession  are  not  slow  to  herald  and  to  reward  every  improvement 
made  by  their  brethren  in  any  speciality.  But  such  men  never  claim 
a  monopoly,  or  seek  a  patent,  but  proclaim  all  they  learn  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  all.  They  neither  advertise  themselves  as  knowing  or 
doing  any  thing  more  than  is  common  to  their  brethren,  nor  by  any 
other  false  pretence  seek  either  fame  or  fortune. 

But  we  go  still  farther,  and  affirm  that  when  any  one  such  special- 
ist, by  his  industry  and  genius  developes  any  improvement,  and  by  his 
experience  acquires  skill  and  success  superior  to  his  brethren,  as  they 
are  the  first  to  recognize  it,  so  are  they  the  first  to  honor  him,  and  com- 
mend him  in  a  legitimate  way  to  the  public.  We  could  cite  many 
familiar  examples  of  this  in  our  own  city,  in  which  experts  in  a 
speciality,  acknowledged  to  be  such,  have  been  patronized  therein  by 
the  recommendation  of  their  professional  brethren,  and  have  hence 
realized  both  fame  and  emolument  in  a  legitimate  way.  Real  merit 
in  any  department,  is  thus  sure  of  reward,  by  the  unselfish  tribute  of 
the  profession,  but  against  false  pretence  aud  empirical  puffing  the 
fraternity  protest,  even  under  the  cover  of  a  speciality.  Our  own 
columns  prove  our  own  readiness  to  encourage  those  who  are  truly 
specialists  Bnd  nothing  else,  and  hence,  while  excluding  from  our 
advertising  columns  all  the  quackeries  of  false  pretenders,  those  of  the 
legitimate  cultivators  of  any  department  of  medicine  or  surgery,  are 
admitted  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  stand  or  fall  by  their  merits. 

Let  the  profession  only  stand  by  then*  Code  of  Ethics,  and  each 
other,  and  the  line  of  demarcation,  deep  and  indelible,  will  soon  be 
drawn  between  them  and  every  device  of  quackery. 


CLAIRVOYANT  PHYSICIANS. 

A  reeent  instance  of  a  Dr.  Seymour  and  wife  of  tbis  city,  in  con- 
nection with  the  late  John  R.  Stuyvesant.  Esq.,  has  been  before  our 
courts,  which  illustrates  the  fruits  of  this  knavery  and  fully  corrobo- 
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rates  the  truth  of  our  repeated  admonitions  that  in  every  such  case  of 
false  pretence  by  whomsoever  made,  whether  of  medical  clairvoyance 
or  its  kindred  spirit  rapping,  the  history  of  the  parties  winds  up  in 
some  tale  of  lust  and  blood,  some  fearful  crime,  some  complicated  vil- 
lainy. That  the  victim  in  the  present  instance  of  wholesale  robbery 
was  morally  insane,  is  proven  by  his  published  affidavit  on  which  the 
parties  were  arrested  ;  and  that  his  insanity  was  caused  by  his  belief 
in  these  pretended  miracle  mongers  scarcely  admits  of  a  doubt.  His 
sudden  death  reported  to  be  by  Cholera,  on  the  morning  of  the 
judicial  inquiry,  has  cut  short  the  criminal  prosecution  of  the  parties, 
but  the  end  is  not  yet. 

There  are  scores  of  clairvoyant  and  rapping  doctors  so  called  in  the 
city,  of  whom  this  case  is  a  fair  specimen,  as  we  judge,  and  there  are 
thousands  of  people  attracted  by  their  lying  advertisements,  which 
certain  newspapers  insert  for  pay.  And  still  worse,  it  is  notorious 
that  certain  Homoeopaths  consult  them,  and  send  their  ignorant 
patients  to  them  for  consultation.  Had  not  the  untimely  death  of 
Mr.  Stuyvcsant  prevented  it,  we  had  made  arrangements  to  ascertain 
the  name  of  the  Homoeopath  under  whose  advice  he  went  to  this 
Clairvoyant,  but  our  inquiry  is  now  foreclosed.    Let  the  public  beware 


Coesarean  Section. 

This  operation  has  lately  been  twice  performed  in  this  city  by  Ger- 
man physicians.  The  first  case  was  by  Dr.  Miller,  and  was  rendered 
necessary  by  a  deformed  pelvis,  the  labor  having  commenced,  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  birth  was  impossible  per  vias  naturales.  The 
mother  did  well  for  36  hours,  when  by  reason  of  unfortunate  domestic 
difficulties,  which  were  renewed  at  this  crisis,  as  is  supposed,  unfavor 
able  symptoms  came  on,  and  fatal  peritonitis  supervened.  The  child 
was  saved  and  we  learn  is  doing  well. 

The  second  case  was  performed,  as  we  hear,  by  a  Dr.  Schnetterj 
the  patient  having  also  a  contracted  pelvis.  It  is  said  that  the  labor 
had  made  some  progress,  as  delivery  was  attempted  by  the  forceps 
and  afterward  by  the  cephalotreme,  without  success,  before  the  section 
was  resorted  to,  which  was  certainly  extraordinary.  The  case  termi 
nated  fatally  to  both  mother  and  child,  the  surgeon  being  the  only 
survivor. 

The  occurrence  of  two  cases  of  this  character  within  a  few  days,  in 
this  city,  must  be  regarded  as  a  very  rare  coincidence. 
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PROFESSOR  FLINTS'  REPORT  ON  SURGERY. 

Our  notice  of  this  document  in  advance  of  its  publication,  was 
based  on  the  letter  of  a  western  correspondent.  Since  then  we  have 
received  the  pamphlet  itself,  and  while  its  contents  fully  sustain  all 
we  said  of  its  merits,  as  a  plea  for  conservatism  in  surgery,  yet  our 
notice  requires  some  modification  to  conform  it  to  the  facts  as  we  now 
understand  them.  It  was  only  the  personalities  of  the  Report  which 
were  objected  to,  and  even  these  were  subsequently  waived  by  those 
concerned.  But  in  the  general  scope  of  the  paper,  and  in  its  strict- 
ures upon  the  uusurgical  surgery  of  the  day,  entire  unanimity  pre- 
vailed in  the  society. 

Of  the  personalities,  if  they  were  offensive,  indicating  or  implicatin 
individual  members  of  the  Society,  they  were  exceptionable  in  such  a 
document.  But  we  find  nothing  in  the  way  of  censure  which  at  this 
distance  we  could  localize  ;  for  the  abuses  of  the  "  womb-burners" — 
and  the  "  extortions"  of  surgeons  for  operations,  have  a  much  wider 
application  in  this  neighborhood  than  in  Kentucky.  What  would 
Dr.  Flint  say  of  a  fee  of  Jive  thousand  dollars,  for  Orthopcedic  operations 
and  treatment  of  a  single  case,  which  was  charged  and  paid  very  late, 
ly  in  this  city  ?  We  see  no  "  extortion"  even  here,  when  the  amount 
was  previously  stipulated  between  the  parties,  and  earned  in  a  few 
weeks.  If  medical  men  were  to  set  a  higher  value  on  their  own  ser- 
vices, they  would  be  better  estimated  by  the  public.  Why  should  the 
quacks  extort  in  advance  from  their  dupes,  Doubloons  ;  while  we  are 
called  upon  to  correct  their  blunders,  and  rescue  their  victims  by  sci- 
ence, and  be  content  with  Dollars  ? 

But  we  forbear  at  present,  as  we  hope  in  our  next,  to  let  Dr.  Flint 
speak  for  himself  by  extracts  from  his  pamphlet 

We  will  only  add  that  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross  is  the  President  of  the  Ken 
tucky  society,  before  which  the  report  was  read,  and  his  published 
opinions  of  reckless  surgery  and  the  unsurgical  use  of  the  knife,  are 
as  decided  as  those  of  Dr.  Flint.  See  his  "Report  on  the  result  of 
surgical  operations  in  malignant  diseases,"  a  withering  rebuke  to  the 
practice  of  many  in  this  neighborhood  who  have  been  condemned  by 
this  journal  for  their  fatal  violations  of  surgical  rule. 


DR.  FENNER'S 

Forthcoming  work  on  the  late  epidemic  at  New  Orleans,  is  in  the 
press  at  New  York,  under  the  supervision  of  his  friend  Dr.  Sims. 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis  on  Tuesday,  May  2d,  1854. 

The  Secretaries  of  all  Societies  and  all  other  bodies  entitled  to  rep- 
resentation in  the  Association,  are  requested  to  forward  to  the  under- 
signed correct  lists  of  their  respective  delegations  as  soon  as  they  may 
be  appointed.  And  it  is  ardently  desired  by  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements that  the  appointments  be  made  at  as  early  a  period  as 
possible. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Art.  2d  of  the  Constitution  : 

"Each  local  Society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  As- 
sociation one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  members, 
and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  that  number. 

"The  faculty  of  every  regularly  organized  Medical  College  or  char- 
tered school  of  Medicine  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  two  del- 
egates. The  professional  staff  of  every  chartered  or  municipal  hos- 
pital containing  one  hundred  inmates  or  more,  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  sending  two  delegates  ;  and  every  other  permanently  organized 
medical  institution  of  good  standing  shall  have  the  privilege  of  send- 
ing one  delegate." 

"  Delegates  representing  the  medical  staff  of  the  United  States 
Army  and  Navy  shall  be  appointed  by  the  chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Medical  Bureaux.  The  number  of  delegates  so  appointed  shall 
be  from  the  Army  Medical  officers,  and  an  equal  number  from  the 
Navy  Medical  officers." 

The  latter  clause  in  relation  to  delegates  from  the  Army  and  Navy„ 
was  adopted  by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Association  held  in  New  York  in  May,  1853. 

E.  S.  LEMOINE, 
Sec.  Amer.  Med.  Association, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  Medical  Press  of  the  United  States  are  respectfully  requested 
to  copy  the  foregoing. 


PRIVATE  HOSPITAL. 

We  learn  that  the  "  Invalid's  Hotel,"  projected  by  our  former  con- 
frere Dr.  Clarkson  T.  Collins,  among  the  mountains  of  Berkshire, 
Mass.,  will  soon  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  suffering  under 
chronic  diseases,  requiring  either  medical  or  surgical  treatment.  A 
new  and  spacious  building,  well  furnished  with  all  needed  facilities, 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


35 


and  having  ample  grounds,  conveniences  for  bathing,  exercise  &c. 
will  be  opened  by  the  1st  of  March,  situate  in  Great  Barrington,  one 
of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  New  England. 

Physicians  having  patients  seeking  such  a  home,  will  no  longer  be 
obliged  to  send  them  to  the  ignorant  specialists  of  Hydropathy,  nor 
can  we  see  any  reason  why  such  private  hospitals  should  be  provided 
only  by  quackery. 

We  know  Dr.  Collins,  and  can  vouch  for  his  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience in  the  profession,  and  moreover  that  his  patients  will  be  sub- 
jected to  none  other  than  legitimate  treatment. 

By  the  way,  we  regret  to  learn  that  Dr.  C.  has  met  with  opposition 
from  one  of  his  professional  neighbors,  which  has  led  him  to  seek 
damages  by  a  civil  suit  for  alleged  slander.  We  had  hoped  that  our 
old  friend  had  escaped  from  doctors'  quarrels  by  leaving  the  city,  but 
it  seems  that  even  the  rural  districts  afford  no  impunity  from  wordy 
conflicts.  Our  motto  is  that  of  the  good  Cotton  Mather,  "  Slander 
and  detraction  are  sparks,  which  if  let  alone,  will  go  out  of  them- 
selves." But  we  know  nothing  of  the  circumstances  in  this  case,  and 
only  express  our  regret  that  an  appeal  to  the  law  should  be  necessary. 


TEE  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL 

Has  issued  a  pamphlet  signed  only  by  their  own  Faculty,  contain 
ing  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  praying  for  an  enacts 
meat  legalizing  human  dissection  ;  and  appending  the  late  lecture  of 
their  President  on  this  subject.  It  is  said  that  the  veuerable  Pro- 
fessor Paine  will  be  in  attendance  at  Albany  during  the  session  of  the 
Legislature,  to  urge  the  passage  of  the  law. 

For  what  reasons  this  action  is  taken  hj  one  of  our  Medical  Schools, 
and  by  no  means  the  largest,  while  the  other  two  medical  colleges  of 
the  city  are  not  named  in  the  memorial,  we  are  not  infurmed.  But 
we  predict  the  failure  of  this  renewed  application  to  the  Legislature, 
unless  the  whole  profession  of  the  city  and  state  can  be  enlisted  in  the 
effort.  The  animal  meeting  of  the  State  Society  at  Albany,  in  Feb" 
ruary  next,  is  likely  to  be  the  largest  ever  held,  in  view  of  the  recent 
organic  changes  in  the  Constitution,  enlarging  the  delegations,  and 
othcrwisj  liberalizing  the  Society.  A  memorial  from  that  body,  in 
behalf  of  a  law  for  supplying  all  the  colleges  of  the  state  with  the 
material  lor  teaching  Anatomy,  would  be  more  likely  to  succeed,  than 
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one  from  a  single  school.  But  the  State  Society  will  scarcely  be 
induced  to  co-operate  in  any  memorial  from  a  school,  which  has  re. 
fused  to  admit  their  Censors  to  he  present  at  the  examinations  of  its 
candidates  for  graduation,  as  the  University  School  of  this  city  con- 
tinues to  do,  as  the  records  of  the  State  Society  prove.  The  law  if 
made  should  extend  its  benefits  only  to  those  schools  which  conform 
to  the  salutary  checks  upon  multiplying  doctors,  which  the  profession 
of  the  state  have  judged  necessary. 


NEW  JOURNAL. 

We  hear  that  still  another  professional  periodical  is  about  to  enter 
the  field,  "  the  American  Medical  Monthly,"  to  be  edited  by  Profes- 
sor E.  H.  Parker,  now  of  the^N.  Y.  Medical  College,  and  well  known 
by  his  able  conduct,  until  lately,  of  the  New  Hampshire  Journal  of 
Medicine.  This  new  monthly  will  re-produce  the  choice  articles  of 
foreign  periodicals,  in  addition  to  its  original  contributions,  &c.  and 
will  take  high  literary  ground,  for  which  its  editor  is  amply  qualified. 
Success  to  every  such  effort,  here  or  elsewhere. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  IN  NEW  ENGLAND  AND 
NEW-YORK. 

The  undersigned,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Epidemics  in  New 
England  and  New  York,  in  order  to  make  a  report  at  the  coming  ses" 
sion  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  must  have  material  for 
this  purpose  from  Medical  men  in  different  portions  of  the  field  indi- 
cated. No  report  has  been  made  from  this  section  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee  at  the  session  in  Charleston  in  1851,  simply 
from  want  of  such  material.  The  Chairman  would  therefore  call  up- 
on such  of  the  profession  in  New  England  and  New- York  as  have  in 
their  possession  interesting  facts,  or  results  of  general  observations  in 
regard  to  epidemics,  to  furnish  them  to  him,  that  they  may  be  embod- 
ied in  his  Report.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  observations  cover 
all  the  period  since  the  appointment  of  the- Committee,  viz  :  May 
1851.  It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  specify  the  points  on  which  ob- 
servers can  report,  as  these  will  readily  suggest  themselves. 

It  is  desired  that  all  communications  be  sent  in  by  the  1st  of  March. 

WORTHINGTON  HOOKER. 

New  Haven,  Dec.  20th,  1853. 
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MODERN  SPIRITUALISM. 

Our  opinions  have  been  already  expressed  and  they  have  been  cor- 
roborated by  repeated  experiments  recently.  Table  tippings,  rock- 
ings,  and  movings  have  often  been  performed  in  our  own  presence, 
sometimes  by  knaves,  and  oftener  by  dupes.  We  have  invariably 
imitated  every  experiment,  on  the  spot,  demonstrating  the  silly  delu- 
sion to  be  such,  or  exposing  the  imposture.  We  have  succeeded  in 
answering  questions  with  the  table  to  the  amazement  and  confusion 
of  the  mediums,  who  claimed  us  as  kindred  spirits,  though  we  excelled 
them,  for  we  hit  oftener  than  we  missed.  As  to  the  rapping  tables, 
Signor  Blitz  at  the  Stuyvesant  Institute,  exceeds  all  the  spirit  rappers 
we  have  ever  seen,  for  though  we  wasted  both  money  and  hours  upon 
Mrs.  Fish  and  the  Misses  Fox,  the  spirits  utterly  refused  to  rap  on 
the  tables  in  our  presence,  for  the  reason  that  our  unwinking  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  mediums,  and  they  dare  not  attempt  it. 


A  Homoeopath  Wanted. 

"  Monsieur,"  said  an  excited  Frenchman  to  a  gentleman  in  Broad- 
way, "  connaiz  vouz  my  docteur  live?"  Sir  do  you  want  a  doctor? 
"  Oui  Monsieur,  von  long  stoop  docteur,  vid  von  very  leetle  box  tou- 
jours  under  he  arm."  Yonder  goes  a  doctor,  that  little  man  over  the 
way.  "  Ah  Monsieur,  my  femme  git  some  leetle  pill  from  von  long 
stoop  docteur  in  Broadway,  von  ties  big  man  vat  look  down  so  vise 
vous  connaiz  passablement  ?"  I  dout  understand  you,  do  you  want  a 
French  doctor  ?"  No  !  no  !  ne  pas  French,  ne  pas  Dutch,  docteur, 
but  one  Anglais,  Merican  docteur,  vid  von  leetle  box  vid  von  leetle 
pill  for  my  femme.  The  gentleman  failed  to  help  the  stranger  out  of 
his  dilemma.  What  a  pity.  That  everlasting  "leetle  box  under  he 
arm,"  ought  to  have  been  known  in  every  street. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE- 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  present  class  of  students  at  this 
Western  school  numbers  nearly  three  hundred.  A  lucky  escape  was 
that  of  Professor  Gross  when  he  retired  from  the  University  School 
of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Dr.  Marsh's  pamphlet  on  Morbus  Coxarius  ;  Dr.  Eve's  Introduc 
tory  Lecture  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  several  other  valuable  publica- 
tions have  been  received. 
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SMALL  POX. 

The  N.  Y.  Daily  Times  is  doing  a  good  work  in  keeping  before  the 
people  that  a  score  or  more  deaths  are  weekly  reported  in  this  city  ; 
while  absolutely  nothing,  and  worse  than  nothing  is  doing  by  the 
Board  of  Health  to  protect  the  public  health  from  this  destroyer. 
The  Times  has  justly  complained  that  there  is  no  Small  Pox  hospital- 
except  the  wretched  shanty  on  BlackwelPs  Island,  which  is  a  disgrace 
to  humanity  or  even  to  civilization,  as  the  facts  published  prove  ; 
and  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House  utterly  disregard  the  earnest- 
remonstrance  of  their  own  medical  officers,  who  have  annually  pro- 
tested against  this  nuisance,  for  such  it  is.  The  earnestness  with 
which  that  paper  urges  universal  resort  to  vaccination,  as  the  only 
protection  for  our  citizens  is  timely,  and  imperatively  called  for. 


CHOLERA. 

There  are  increasing  indications  that  our  country  may  be  visited 
with  this  epidemic  scourge  with  the  opening  of  spring,  unless  the  sani- 
tary measures  which  its  history  and  all  experience  suggest,  be  en- 
tered upon  early,  and  be  systematically  enforced  in  all  our  cities.  In 
every  Board  of  Health,  there  should  be  a  proportion  of  medical  ex- 
perts, whose  learning  and  experience  are  reliable,  as  to  the  means  of 
prevention  which  science  teaches,  and  with  powers  proportioned  to 
their  responsibilities.  Political  doctors  maybe  very  well  in  their  way, 
but  they  are  a  meagre  dependence  in  an  emergency  like  that  which 
now  threatens  to  approach  us. 


EDITORIAL  CHANGES. 

Drs.  Smith  and  Biddle  retire  from  the  Medical  Examiner,  at  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Dr.  Sahl.  L.  Hollingsworth  becomes  editor  of  that 
excellent  periodical. 

Dr.  James  B.  McGaw,  of  Richmond,  associates  with  Dr.  Otis  in 
conducting  the  Ya.  Med.  &  Surg.  Journal,  which  has  already  taken 
a  high  position. 

Dr.  George  H.  Hubbard,  the  new  editor  of  the  N.  H.  Journal  of 
Medicine,  sustains  the  reputation  acquired  by  his  predecessor  in  that 
monthly. 
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EPILEPSY. 

The  carotid  artery  has  been  recently  tied  in  this  city  again,  for 
epilepsy,  with  the  fanciful  hope  of  curing,  but,  as  usual,  without  benefit, 
unless  to  the  surgeon,  who  thus  increases  his  numerical  catalogue  of 
operations,  the  results  being  of  secondary  importance.  Was  laryngis- 
mus present  ?  What  will  Marshall  Hall  think  and  say  of  American 
Surgery  ? 


DR.  JOHN  H.  GPJSCOM 

Has  published  a  pamphlet  of  some  ten  pages,  entitled  Hospital 
Hygeine  Illustrated,  read  before  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine,  and 
paged  as  a  part  of  the  transactions  of  that  body.  In  his  illustrations 
he  is  strangely  oblivious  of  the  facts  at  Bellevue  in  1841,  when  the 
benefits  of  pure  air  in  Typhus  were  proved  by  hundreds  of  examples, 
but  which  he  chooses  to  ignore.  We  leave  it  to  others  to  say  what 
lie  deserves  for  this  paltry,  but  characteristic  littleness. 


N.  E.  FEMALE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

D.  W.  M.  Cornell,  of  Boston,  has  published  an  Introductory  Lec. 
ture  alike  able  and  instructive,  as  we  infer  from  the  extracts  in  our 
Boston  contemporary. 


J8@-  Our  crowded  columns  must  be  our  apology  for  delaying  sev- 
eral original  articles,  and  other  contributions,  domestic  and  foreign, 
which  will  appear  in  our  next.  If  we  continue  to  receive  the  favor  of 
the  profession,  by  increasing  our  subscription  list,  we  contemplate 
another  enlargement  without  any  increase  in  price,  so  as  to  afford 
xoom  for  greater  variety  in  each  number. 


Prof.  George  Headley,  of  Buffalo  Medical  College,  has  accepted 
the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  History  in 
Castleton  Medical  College.  Prof.  Headley's  attainments  in  literature 
and  general  science,  and  his  experience  as  a  teacher  of  Chemistry, 
have  procurred  for  him  the  reputation  of  an  able  instructor  in  that 
.  department. 
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NECROLOGY. 

Among  the  recent  deaths,  we  are  pained  to  see  those  of  Dr.  Hester, 
of  New  Orleans,  by  Cholera,  and  Dr.  Mower,  of  the  TJ.  S.  Navy  : 
both  of  them  eminent  members  of  the  profession. 


The  Physician's  Visiting  List,  Diary,  and  Book  of  Engagements 
for  1854,  published  by  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of  Philadelphia,  is  an 
invaluable  pocket  book  for  medical  men,  which  once  used  will  never 
be  dispensed  with. 


Neto  flJnblitations. 

Text  Book  of  Anatomy,  and  Guide  in  Dissections,  for  the  use  of  Students  of 
Medicine  and  Dental  Surgery.  By  Washington  R.  Handy,  M.  D.,  &c.  With 
264  Illustrations.   Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 

We  announce  this  publication  with  much  pleasure,  having  long  known  the 
author  as  an  ardent  student  and  enthusiastic  teacher  of  Anatomy,  the  science 
to  which  he  has  devoted  his  mind  from  his  youth,  and  in  the  intimate  knowledge 
of  which  he  excels,  as  this  volume  very  clearly  exhibits.  And  although  from' 
his  relations  to  the  Dental  College  of  Baltimore,  he  has  given  special  minute- 
ness to  those  structures  which  are  adapted  to  the  student  of  scientific  dentistry, . 
yet  this  portion  of  the  work  only  increases  its  value  to  medical  students,  for  all 
this  physicians  ought  to  know  as  thoroughly  as  dentists.  We  know  of  no  book 
on  human  Anatomy  which  we  can  more  unqualifiedly  recommend  to  all  who 
wish  to  be  instructed  in  this  fundamental  science,  and  this  because  of  its  com- 
pleteness, and  especially  its  adaptation  to  beginners.  There  are  some  of  the 
wood  cuts,  which  the  worthy  publishers  should  have  substituted  by  new  and 
better  ones,  especially  as  such  a  work  is  destined  to  become  a  standard  for  years 
to  come. 

Electric  Science,  by  F.  C.  Bakewell.   London,  Ingram,iCooke  &  Co.  New- 
York,  Bangs  &  Bro. 

The  history,  phenomena,  and  applications  of  electricity  are  here  taught  in  an 
attractive  form,  illnstrated  by  instructive  and  beautiful  engravings.  Every 
lover  of  Franklin  should  possess  this  book,  for  it  does  full  justice  to  his  name  • 
and  memory. 

Memoirs  of  John  Abernethy,  F.  R.  S.  By  George  Macilwain,  &c.  New  York, 
Harper  &  Brothers. 

We  heartily  commend  this  new  book  to  the  profession,  everywhere,  and  pre- 
dict not  only  a  high  degree  of  entertainment,  but  still  greater  instruction  and 
profit,  by  its  perusal.   Abernethy  was  a  medical  scholar,  thoroughly  versed  in. 
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every  department, — a  Surgeon,  but  no  specialist,  or  mere  operator ;  in  short,  a 
medical  philosopher.  His  eccentricities  were  those  of  genius,  and  exhibited 
talent  of  a  high  order.  His  love  of  truth  gave  no  quarter  to  medical  heresies, 
and  his  humanity  prompted  him  to  consecrate  all  his  powers  to  the  public  good, 
doing  right  irrespective  of  popularity.  His  biographer  loved  and  honored  him, 
and  has  done  good  service  to  his  brethren  in  this  publication.  We  shall  extract 
passages  from  this  work  on  the  Hospital  system,  and  other  collateral  topics  soou. 

Etiologv.  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Firro  Bronchitis,  and  Rheumatic- 
Pneumonia,  by  Thos.  II.  Buckler,  M.  D.  Formerly  Physician  to  the  Baltimore 
Alms  House. 

This  work,  as  its  title  implies,  is  by  an  original  thinker,  who  has  something 
to  say  and  therefore  writes.  Such  a  book,  in  these  days  of  compilation  and 
plagiarism,  of  annotators  and  out-riders,  who  plant  upon  the  title  pages  of  other 
men's  labors  their  own  "humble  names,"  and  even  print  themselves  in  gold  let" 
ters  on  the  backs  of  volumes  of  stolen  thoughts,  covering  up  the  theft  and 
stereotyping  their  guilty  impertinence  and  presumption,  by  an  introductory  and 
deprecatory  preface,  or  the  interpolation  of  a  few  worthless  notes,  such  a  book, 
we  say.  is  a  green  oasis  in  the  desert  of  our  literature. 

Dr.  Buckler  attempts  the  discrimination  between  those  cases  of  Bronchitis  in. 
which  the  mucus,  or  the  fibrous  tissues  respectively,  are  the  seat  of  the  inflam- 
mation ;  justly  regarding  the  distinction  of  importance  alike  for  the  diagnosis- 
and  treatment.  He  alleges  an  analogous  difference  in  the  tissues  involved,  as 
of  still  higher  value  in  Pneumonia,  supervening  upon,  or  co-existing  with  the 
former  pathological  condition.  And  upon  these  and  kindred  topics,  he  reasons 
theoretically  and  practically,  that  a  solution  of  many  enigmas  in  the  pathology 
of  diseases  of  the  chest  is  thus  to  be  attained,  illustrating  his  ideas  by  cases- 
which  appear  cautiously  observed  and  faithfully  recorded.  Having  only  had 
leisure  for  a  partial  examination  of  the  book,  we  are  not  prepared  to  give  relia" 
ble  judgment  on  its  merits,  but  we  honor  the  author  for  his  courage  to  think 
and  the  ability  with  which  he  writes,  and  defer  any  criticism.  It  is  published 
at  Philadelphia,  by  Blanchard  &  Lea,  in  commendable  style. 

Institutions  for  the  Insane  in  Prussia,  Austria,  and  Germany.  By  Pliny 
Earle,  M.  D.    Utica,  1853. 

This  work  comprises  the  whole  of  the  valuable  series  of  papers,  contributed 
to  the  American  Journal  of  Insanity,  by  the  author,  and  are  the  result  of  his 
personal  observations  in  the  several  foreign  countries  named,  during  a  late  tour 
upon  the  continent,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  Institutions  of  the  old 
world,  for  the  treatment  of  Insanity.  No  man  in  our  country  can  write  or  speak 
on  this  topic  with  better  practical  knowledge,  and  none  would  be  so  likely  to  bo 
appreciated  by  the  profession.  Dr.  Earle  has  moreover  no  superior  among  us 
as  a  medical  writer,  and  this  work  will  increase  his  reputation. 
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[From  the  Peninsular  Journal  of  Medicine.] 
EXPOSURE  OF  SECRET  REMEDIES. 

Mk.  Editor  :  The  National  Association,  at  their  last  meeting  had 
up  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  national  chemist,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  an  alyze  patent  medicines  and  secret  remedies,  and  pub- 
lish the  result.  This  is  certainly  a  good  idea.  Half  the  glory  of 
secret  remedies  consist  in  that  imaginative  splendor  with  which  people 
clothe  an  unknown  and,  as  they  suppose,  unknowable  thing.  It  is  con- 
sidered an  unanswerable  argument  in  favor  of  a  thing,  if  nobody  can 
find  out  what  it  is  made  of,  and  especially  if  the  doctors  have  tried  to 
penetrate  the  secret  and  failed.  They  will  swallow  such  compounds 
with  a  ludicrously  solemn  reverence,  when  if  they  happened  to  know 
what  commonplace  materials  it  consisted  of,  they  would  turn  up  their 
noses  in  contempt.  Such  a  chemist  as  is  proposed,  would,  by  his  la- 
bors, extinguish  like  magic  the  phantom  glories  that  play  around  the 
pill-boxes  of  empiricism. 

However,  this  measure,  to  be  thoroughly  carried  out,  would  involve 
heavy  expense,  which  there  is  no  very  obvious  way  of  meeting.  As 
a  partial  substitute  for  his  labors,  therefore,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the 
followiug  suggestions,  through  your  journal.  Very  many  of  the  secret 
remedies  are  in  fact  no  secrets  at  all,  their  compositions  becoming 
known  in  various  ways  to  individuals  of  the  regular  profession,  but 
these  physicians  seeing  that  the  best  of  them  are  not  essentially  diffe- 
rent, nor  a  whit  better  than  extempore  prescriptions  which  they  are 
making  every  day,  laugh  in  their  sleeves  to  see  how  the  people  are 
gulled,  and  think  no  more  about  it.  Would  it  not  be  well  in  all  such 
cases  to  publish  the  composition  of  the  article,  that  it  may  be  stripped 
of  the  false  attractions  derived  from  its  secrecy.  It  would  give  a 
greater  weight,  too,  to  the  opinion  of  physicians  upon  these  remedies, 
were  it  understood  that  they  were  perfectly  familiar  with  their  com- 
position, and  that  they  spoke  from  knowledge,  when  they  pronounced 
this,  that  or  the  other  new  wonder  a  very  common-place  preparation. 
The  glory  departs  from  patent  pill  boxes,  in  most  men's  eyes,  when 
you  enumerate  to  them,  article  by  article,  the  things  that  are  in  it. 

I  do  not  know  as  you  will  consider  the  suggestion  as  worth  your 
notice  ;  but  if  you  do,  here  is  a  formula  to  begin  with,  which  I  am  in- 
formed is  that  of  Ayer's  Cherry  Pectoral  : 


B. — Morph.  Acetas.      -      - '  grains,  iv. 

Tinct.  Sanguinariae,  -------    drams,  ij. 

Wine  of  Antimony,   "  iij. 

Wine  of  Ipecac,  --------  iij. 


Syrup  of  Wild  Cherry  Bark,  ounces,  iij. 
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"Sr  KCTlTKKSon  OPHTHALMIC1 
JLJ  BUTENBERY.  —  The  Subscriber  v.  ill 
give  his  third  Annual  Course  of  Lectures,  for 
1853-4,  on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology, 
and  Theraputics  of  the  Eye,  at  the  NEW  YORK 
OPHTHALMIC  HOSPITAL.  No.  6  StCYVBSAJTC 
Pi-ack,  between  3d  Avenue  and  9th  St. 

The  Introductory  to  the  course  will  he  given 
on  WEDNESDAY. "Nov.  9th.  at  8  o'clock.  P.  M  . 
Subject  : — "The  qualifications  requisite  to  con- 
stitute an  accomplished  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  ; 
and  the  only  means  by  which  they  may  be 
attained." 

Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, are  respectfully  imitcd  to  attend. 

Tickets,  for  the  Course  can  be  obtained  of  Ilr. 
Stephenson,  at  his  residence,  lt>4  East  14th  St.. 
or  at  the  Hospital. 

The  profits  derived  from  these  Lectures  are  to 
be  given  to  thai  institution. 

Lecture  on  Thursday  Evening  of  each  week 
during  the  winter,  and  Cliniques  every  Tuesday, 
Thursday  and  Saturday  from  1  to  2  P.  M. 

MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 

New  York,  October  *J0th  1853. 


CASTI.ETOIV  znKDIC'AIj  COL- 
LEGE .—There  arc  two  full  Courses  ot 
Lectures  annually,  in  Castleton  Medical  College. 

The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  las1 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Attimnat.  Sesbio* 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Fach  Course 
will  continue  four  months. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.,  i'rof.  of  Materia Medica 

and  Obstetrics. 

William  Swketnkk.  M.  I>.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goidsmith,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 

William  C.  KnTRincK,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 


Cortolon  I  .a  Ford,  M.  l>..  Professor  of  Anato- 
my and  Physiology. 

GEORGE  Hudley;  M.  P.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History. 

AdrainT.  Woodward.  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy* 

Fees. — For  Lectures  £50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  :  Board  from 
$-J,00  to  $2.50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  M.  D.. 
Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Castleton.  Vermont.  Dec.  1.  1853. 


rwiiiE  02*  tibop  i:i>ir  l\ntb- 

i  Tt'TIOIV,  for  the  cure  of  deformities . 
457.  450  ami  4*51  Pacific  Street,  South  Brooklyn. 
a'.To'ds  to  in-door  patients,  afflicted  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda- 
tion, Orthopiedic  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
at  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
o'clock.  A.  M.,  for  private  patients  only.  The 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
clinical  instruction  will  be  given  to  Medical  Stu- 
dents, who  may  favor  the  institution  witli  their 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re 
spectfully  invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
their  attention  and  visits. 
Physicians  of  the  Institution. 

L.  BAUER,  M.  I).,  Physician  and  Surgeon. 
(  Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ort ho 
pa-die  Institution  in  Manchester.  G.  li.  Low,  Mem 
her  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  etc. 

R.  RARTUKLMFSS,  H.  P.,  1  hysieian  and  Sur- 
geon (Wurzburg,   Kavaria.)   fermerly  Assistant 
Physician  of  the  Lying  in  Hospital  of  Wurzburg 
and  of  the  city  Hospital  in  Nurcmburg,  Hava 
ria,  University. 
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MARSH'S  RADICAL  CUBE 
TRUSS — The  peculiarity  of  this  Truss 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certainty  with 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
outer  and  inner  ring,  thus  effectually  support- 
ing the  bowel,  and  keeping  it  absolutely  within 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  the 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  ;  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certainty 
with  which  this  is  done,  and  the  complete  im- 
mobility of  the  pad  ;  when  he  is  told  that  the 
pad  is  an  oval  ring,  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening, 
the  integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  internal  and  external  circumfe 
rence  of  the  pad.  and  thus  effectually  securing  it 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  most 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  !  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retain 
ing  Truss  ;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  open 
ing  of  the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  is 
known  to  every  Surgeon,  and  tlmt  this  is  most 
safely  produced  by  external  mechanical  pressure 
is  equally  apparent  to  the  common  sense  of  every 
reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  has  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  of 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad, 
attached,  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  is 
attached  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  of 


ted  by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
criptions  of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 
for  its  relief,  will  be  sent  gratis  to  Physicians  on 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


COPAIVA  RAJjSAIM  GLUTEIV 
CAPSULES,  approved  by  the  Academy  of 
Medicine  in  Paris,  prepared  and  improved  by 
Mathey — Caylus,  Chemist.  Peculiar  advantages 
of  the  Gluten  Capsules. 

They  are  distinguished  from  the  other  prepar- 
ations of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantages  : 
1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  all 
necessity  the  use  of  a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  gen- 
uine.— Now  it  is  manifest  that  this  substance 
succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of 
purity.  The  same  condition  not  being  indispen- 
sable in  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  it  frequently 
happens  that  it  is  adulterated.  There  are  even 
some  sold  that  merely  contain  oil  sligMly  im- 
pregnated with  C'r/paiva. — An  infamous  fraud 
which  could  hardly  be  believed,  did  not  recent 
experiments  made  by  professors  of  the  Medical 
and  Pharmaceutical  College  afford  ample  proofs. 

2d.  They  are  perfectly  endured  by  the  pa- 
tients without  their  feeling  any  uneasiness  or 
disgust. 

3d.  They  never  give  rise  to  that  fatiguing 
nausea  and  disagreeable  eructation,  or  pains  in 
the  stomach  of  which  those  who  make  use  of 
other  preparations  of  Copaiva  complain,  espe- 
cially when  it  is  prepared  in  a  liquid  state.  This 


its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad.  bv  a  smalI»™P<"^nt  advantage  is  attributed  on  the  one 


screw;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressure- 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  ot 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  truss 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  met 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par- 
ker, Carnachan.  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  of 
thi6  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor- 
ough trials  in  volumnious  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  severe 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct. 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

MARSH" &  CO.'S 

CXIOX  ORTHOP.EDIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  2  1-2  Mniclei!  IiKiie, 
NEW-YORK. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians,  Inven- 
tors and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Support 
for  Lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine, 
for  the  cure  of  Club-Feet.  Bow-Legs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities.  Elastic  Stockings  and 
Knee-Caps;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins. 
&c. 

A  new  style  of  Scspknsory  Bandage,  superior 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  New  and 
Improved  Light,  Elastic  Suspender  Shoulder 
Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 
A  comprehensive  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip- 
tive of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  illustra- 


hand  to  the  slight  thickness  which  we  give  to 
the  Copaiva.  and  also  to  the  very  nature  of  the 
srluten  envelope  which  in  spite  of  its  extreme 
tenuity  is  however  resistant  enough  not  to  let 
the  medicinal  substance  escape  till  its  passage 
through  the  intestine. 

4th.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine 
Capsules,  they  contain  as  much  copaiva  ;  which 
explained  by  the  difference  in  the  thickness 
of  the  envelope  ;  the  gluten  Capsule  weighing 
2  grains,  whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsule  weighs  12, 
which  can  be  easily  proved. 

5'th.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that 
they  succeed  where  other  medicines  have  proved 
a  failure. 

6th,  Lastly  their  regular  shape  and  small 
olunie.  so  favorable  to  deglutition,  their  agree- 
able appearance,  which  is  more  like  a  sugar- 
plum than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  more 
easy,  even  for  the  most  qualmish  medicines 
takers.  Each  bottle  holds  64  Capsules. 
General  Depot  at 

FELIX  CATALOGNE  &  CO., 
32  John  St.,  N.  Y. 
Sole  Agents  for  the  United  States,  Mexico, 
West  Indies,  and  Cuba. 
Wholesale  and  retail  at  the  principal  Druggists. 


DK.  S.  JLELLIOTT'SAlVtVlIAL 
COURSE  OK  LECTURES  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
including  the  Anatomy.  Physiology,  and  Pathol- 
ogy of  the  Human  Eye,  will  be  resumed  in  the 
second  week  of  December,  and  continued  during 
the  Winter  months.  The  Course  will  be  illus- 
trated by  magnified  Drawings,  by  Microscopic 
ami  Clinical  demonstrations,  and  by  actual  Dis- 
sections of  the  Organ  in  the  presence  of  the 
Class.  Circulars  containing  full  particulars  and 
testimonial*  from  the  highest  Medical  Professors 
in  New  York,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Office,  No. 
49S  Broadway. 
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NEW  YORK  MEDIC  AX.  COL 
LEGE. — The  next  Annual  Course  of 
Lectures  in  the  New  York  Medical  College  will 
commence  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  October, 
1853,  and  continue  until  the  1st  of  March, 1854 
Horace  Green,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Midwifery 
and  the  Diseases  of  women  and  Children. 

R.  Ouden  Doremcs  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 
S.  M.  G'arxochax,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Operations  of  Surgery. 

Edmund  R.  Peaslee,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  General 
Descriptive  and  Microscopic  Anatomy. 

E.  H.  Parker;  M.D.Prof.  of  Physiology  and 
Pathology. 

Joel  Parker  L  L.  D.  Prof,  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

D.  S.  Conayt,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anato- 
my. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  com. 
mence  on  Monday,  the  3d  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  medical  students 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for  clas 
es  on  the  first  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe 
a  most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully 
representing  external  and  internal  Pathology, 
together  with  the  whole  series  of  the  Microsco 
pic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  any  other 
city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  ac- 
cess to  the  New  York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospi 
tal,  and  Emigrants'  HospitaL  as  well  as  to  the 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  vai'ious  Dispen 
saries  of  the  city.  A  Surgical  and  a  Medical 
and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  be  held  weekly 
by  the  Professors  of  these  departments.  Ob 
stetrical  cases  aud  subjects  for  dissection  are 
abundantly  furnished  for  the  students 

Matriculation  Fee  $5  ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket 
$5  ;  the  full  course  $105  ;  for  the  final  examina 
tion  $30. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
New  York  Medical  College, 
East  Thirteenth  st.  near  Broadway. 


John  A.  Lidell.  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anato 
my  and  Curator  of  the  College  Museum. 
Lewis  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
James  Knox,  Janitor. 

Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniques  as  in  former 
ears.  The  Dissecting  Room  will  be  opened  ear- 
ly, and  abundantly  supplied  with  Material. 

Matriculation  Fee  S5;  Fees  for  the  full  Course 
of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  $105  ;  but 
Students  are  not  required  to  take  out  all  the 
tickets  during  one  Session.  Graduation  Fee 
$25. 

Board,  average  S3  per  week. 
For  further  information  apply  to 

R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Dean. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE — ME- 
DICAL Department. — Ninth  below  Locust- 
street.,  Philadelphia. 
The  Facnlty  is  constituted  as  follows  : 
William  Darrace,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  Wiltrank,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Henry  S.  Paterson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

David  Gilbert,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Chem- 
istry and  Pharmacy. 
J.  M.  Allen,  M.  D.  Prof  of  Anatomy. 
Francis  Gurney  Smith,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  In- 
stitutes of  Medicine. 

William  H.  Gobrecht,  M.  D.  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1853-4  will 
commence  on  Monday,  the  10th  of  October,  and 
continue  until  the  ensuing  1st  of  March. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  early  in 
September,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor 
of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator. 

Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Fees. — Matriculation  85  00 

To  each  Professor  15  00 

Graduation  30  00 

For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Registrar, 
July,  185$.         No.  181  N.  Ninth-st.,  Philada. 


COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS  AND 
SURGEONS,  NEW  YORK.— The  Forty-se 
venth  Session  of  this  Institution  will  commence 
on  Monday,  October  14,  1853,  and  contiuue  till 
Thursday,  March  12,  1854.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  sub-graduate  course,  a  preliminary 
course  will  commence  on  Monday,  Sept.  30,  and 
continue  till  October  14. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  Presi- 
dent of  the  College,  and  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Clin- 
ical Surgery. 

Joseph  SLither  Smith,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  The- 
ory and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medi- 
cine. 

JohnTorrey,  M.  D..  L.  L.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemis- 
try and  Botany. 

Robert  Watts,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Willard  Parker,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Chandler  R.  Oilman,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Alonzo  Clark,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology. 

Eliuha  Bartlstt,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medi- 
ca and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 


UNrVERSITY    OP  PENNSYLVA- 
NIA. Medical  Department. — Eighty-eighth 
Session  (1853-4.) 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  Oc- 
tober 10,  and  terminate  in  the  middle  of  March 
ensuing. 

George  B.  Wood,  M.D.  Prof,  of  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Joseph  Carson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Pharmacy. 

Robert  E.  Rogers,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

William  Gibson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine. 

Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  in  Surge- 
ry by  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty  as- 
sisted by  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D. 

The  Course  of  Dissections  will  be  conducted 
by  the  Prof,  of  Anatomy,  aidod  by  F.  W.  Sar- 
gent, M.  D. ,  Demonstrator. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  Univerai- 
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tv,  $105;  Matriculating  Foe.  (paid  once  only.) 
$5;  Hospital  Fee.  $10;  I'ractical  Anatomy.  $10  : 
Graduating  Fee,  $30. 

JOSEPH  CABSON,  M  P.  Dean  of  the  Medical 
Faculty,  332  Walnul-street,  between  Twelfth 
and  Tliirteciith-stroet. 

P.  B.  Dick.  Janitor.  University. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  (OL- 
LEGE. — Session  or  1853-54. — The  regular 
Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
the  10th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  first 
day  of  March.  THE  Av.MAL  COMMENCEMENT  for 
conferring  degrees  will  he  held  early  in  March, 
instead  of  at  the  end  Of  the  month,  as  formerly. 

ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M.  I)  I'rof  of  Institutes  of 
Medicine.  &c. 

ROBERT  M.  Huston,  M.  D.  I'rof.  of  Materia 
Medica  and  General  Therapeutics. 

Joseph  Pancoast.  M.  D.  I'rof.  of  General  De- 
scriptive and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

John  K.  Mitchell.  M.  D.  I'rof .  of  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

Thomas  P.  Mi'TTER,  II.  P.  I'rof.  of  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Charles  P.  Moos,  M.  P.  I'rof.  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Franklin  IUchk.  M.  P.  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

ELLEBSLDS  Wallace,  M.  P.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month 
ol'  October,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and 
Surgical  Cases  will  be  investigated,  prescribed 
for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During 
the  past  year,onc  thousand,  (me  hundred  and 
eigh'.yeinht  cases  were  treated, and  three  hundred 
And  eiyhteen  operatwn.i  performed.  Among  them 
were  many  major  operations — as  amputation  of 
the  leg,  foot,  mammae,  lithotomy,  lithotripsy, 
ligation  of  the  carotid,  plastic  operations  of  the 
face.  neck,  arm,  &c.  removal  of  superior  and 
inferior  maxillary  bones,  reduction  of  luxations 
of  hip.  shoulder,  fee.,  treatment  of  fractures. 

The  I/>eiaros  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the 
students  to  attend. the  lectures  and  Clinical  de- 
monstrations at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissecting 
rooms  will  be  open  under  the  direction  of  the 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the  Demonstrator. 

Matriculation  Fee,  (which  is  paid  only  once.) 
$5  ;  Each  Professor.  $15,  $105  ;  Graduation  Fee. 
$30. 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last  Ses- 
sion was  556  ;  and  of  Graduate*  223. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D. 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
358  Arch-street.  July,  1853. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO— 
Session  of  1853-54.— The  Thirty  Fourth 
Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the 
First  Monday  in  November,  under  the  following 
arrangement,  and  close  on  the  last  of  February. 

L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

T.  0.  Edwards,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medi- 
ci and  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurispru 
dence. ; 

G.  W.  Bayless,  M.  P.,  Trof.  of  Ana'omy. 

As:iiu'RY  Evans.,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

N.  T.  MARSHALL,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

SamVel  <!.  Armor,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology. 


ChaiiiwW.Wrk.iit.  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxfeotogy. 

Thomas  Wood,  M.  p.  Prof,  of  Surgical  and 
Practical  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  KoOrna  will  be  opened  nu  the 
first  of  October,  under  ti  e  care  of  the  Professor 
of  Surgical  and  Practical  Anatomy,  and  students 
may  rely  on  a  full  supply  of  material,  through- 
out the  Session. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the 
Practice  of  Medicine  am!  Surgery,  will  be  deliv- 
ered regularly  throughout  the  session,  at  the 
Commercial  Hospital.  In  addition  to  this,  a 
College  Clinir  will  he  established,  which  will 
afford  a  large  amount  of  clinical  instruction. 

Preliminary  I/'ctures  will  tie  delivered  during 
the  month  of  October,  by  1  be  members  of  the 
Faculty.  This  course  (which  will  lie  free)  will 
embrace  lectures  at  the  Hospital  and  College.  It 
will  not  infringe  on  the  regular  course. 

The  New  College  Edifice  is  an  ample  and  con- 
venient building,  and  is  well  adapted  to  the 
comforts  of  students. 

Fees— For  the  whole  course,  including  the 
Dissecting  Ticket,  $101  ;  .Matriculation  Ticket. 
SS  ;  Hospital  Ticket,  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee  $25. 

Good  Board,  including  fuel  and  lights,  will 
average  about  S2.50  per  week. 

T.  O.  EPWARPS.  M.  P.  Registrar 
L.  M.  LAWSON',  M.  P.,  Pean. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LOCISVILLE  
Medical  Department. — The  Lectures  in  this 
Department  wfll commence  on  the  last  day  of 
October  next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  day  of 
February. 

Charles  W.  Short,  M.  P..  Emeritus  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.  I'.  I'rof.  of Descriptive 
and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Laxsford  P.  Yaxdell,  M.  P.  I'rof.  of  Physio- 
logy and  Pathological  Anatomv. 

Sami-el  P.  Gross,  M.  P.,  Proi".  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgerv. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  P. "Prof,  of  Obstetric  Medi- 
cine, 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  P.  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

Benjamin  Silijman,  Jr..  M.  P.  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Flint.  M.  P.  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  P.  Demonstrator  of  An- 
atomy and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anati  my. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  (,f  each 
Professor  is  $15.  (S105  in  all)  payable  invariably 
in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library  fee  to- 
gether, S5.  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Practical 
Anatomy  and  Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken 
at  least  once  (before  graduation.  Rooms  open 
from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  lectures,  free  to  all 
Students,  will  be  delivered  during  the  month  of 
October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week,  at 
the  Louisville  Marine  Hospital.  Tickets  $5, 
to  be  taken  once  before  graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  established,  in  con- 
nection with  the  University,  at  which  operations 
are  performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lec- 
tured upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

jffij-  Good  boarding  can  be  procured  at  from 
i2  50  to  $3  00  a  week. 

L.  P.  YAXPEU..  M.  P. 

Julv,  185?.  Pean  of  the  Faculty 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  " PALMER'S  PATENT," 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  1  liiladelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEO,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  and Manufac- 
fac  hired  by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
tiling  of  its  kind  made  in  tbis  country  or  in  Eurpe.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  svinmetrv.  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  -THE  LEAST  [IISTINGUI.-IIABI.E  KRltM  THE  X.UIT.AI.  I.1MU. " 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  anil  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  anil  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it.  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 

machinery.    It  lias  in  every  instance  of  competition,  w  ith  every  other  kind  of  limb.   

had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  ami 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien- 
tific Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  cmmtry 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented, 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Pieux,  Paris,  forty  years,  and  M.  LALLEMAXP 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H 
GREEN  Esq.,  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  Ix>ndun.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  sue 
eess  in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
ease  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated  : 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per 
sons,  are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
country,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit  : 

■'I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  itsexecution  is  beau- 
tiful ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos- 
sess it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VALENTINE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University. 
New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 
''I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  I.egs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  C«.,  in  use, 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.        WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  I). 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  29,  1851." 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man- 
ufactured by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co..  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits, 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operate!  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  hav 
been  operated  upon  in  their  Ho-pitaU  with  th 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the 


Okntlemen. — I  have  carefully  examined  An 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers. Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  BACHE,  Surgeon, 
To  Messrs  B.  F.  Palmer  &  Co. 

U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  X.  Y.,  Feb.  7.  1851." 
I  have  examined  the  Artificial  I-eg  construc- 
ted by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  D. 
New  York,  February  3.  1851. 

Philadelphia,  March  27. 1881. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  'by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  P.  MUTTER.  M.  I).. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College.  Phila." 

11  I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it.  ami 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON.  M.  P. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Univ  ersity  of  Penn."" 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851. 

SURGEONS  OF  ROHTOIV. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849, 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured" 
by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend! 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an. 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would! 
seem  possible.  We  recommend  them  with  plea- 
sure and  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 
assistance 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
JACOB  B1GELOW. 
S.  P.  TOWXSENP. 
J.  MASON  WARREN, 
P.  H.  STORES, 

N.  B.— All  orders  for  limb 
the  state  and  city  of  New  Y 


urgcons  and  Physicians 
to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 


I  from  any  part  of 
>rk  ;  and  also  the 


amputated!8***6"  °*  ^<-w  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  they  will  be  executed.  Alt 


limb.  J.  M.  CARS'OCHAN,  M.  P.  " 

•'  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief|otlu'rs  to  Philadelphia 

Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc.     B.  F.  PALMER, 
New  York,  April  12,  1853/'  A.  S. 


E.  P.  HUPSON. 
CURRIER. 
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o  Street — second  floor. — By  an  experience  of; 
a  long  series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States,  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of 
Suryical  and  Orthopedical  Machines  ami  Instru- 
ments, Trusses.  Bandages,  <Sx.,  die.,  in  suck  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our  age 
in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably.  We 
thereore  invite  phvsicians  and  surgeons  to  give 
us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham  st..  (2d  floor) 
and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles,  especially 
our  improved  instrument  for  Vaccination  which 
is  the  most  finished  article  of  its  kind. 

"  ETHER-PEARLS." 

OEL.LUC  &  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  kn/iwn  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
given,  without  smdl,  taste  or  evaporation  ;  they 
have  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Tannatc  of  Quinine, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents 

DELLUC  &  CO. 

581  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 


KNICKERBOCKER  EBFE  IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY,  or  rm> 

City  of  New  York,  corner  of  Fourteenth  Street 
and  Eighth  Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker 
Rank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen- 
eral Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  deposited  S1O0.000  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
a  security  for  the  insured,  addition.il  to  the 
receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transact 
the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurance  on  the  most 
favorable  terms  consistent  with  security  and 
tability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  participation 

in  profits. 

DIRECTORS  : 

Erastus  Lyman, 
Joseph  W.  Savage, 
John  B.  Kitching, 
James  S.  Gibbons, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr. 
Isaac  Kip,  Jr. 
Pierre  C.  Kane, 
William  Charters, 
Mark  Cornell, 
S.  C.  Wheeler, 
J  " 


H.  Homer, 
B.  F.  Manierre, 
Cmnmings  H.  Tucker 
Richard  H.  Bull, 
Anthony  Thornton, 
Robert  Ayres, 
Gen.  Elijah  Ward, 
William  A.  Wheeler, 
Abel  Thompson, 
~    '.    77      77    7.    |G.  R.  Howell, 
We  mvite  attention  w  jlljam  w  CorDe}1 


rwio  DRUGOISTS 

°f  •T?ILE^i  ^P™*??1  James  R.  Del  Vecchio, 
AND  PERHMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well  to  r„„„" 

give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 

COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c,  before 

purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y 

The  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up  in 
beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  re 
tailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give 
dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser,"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — "  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kepha 
lia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and 
promoeting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeni- 
ably fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only  by  A. 
&  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y.,  is  uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made, 
and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted  gen- 
uine, an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com 
plexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear- 
ness and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  t 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich  st.,  New  York 


Henry  Dean. 
Isaac  Hendricks, 
Henry  Dubois. 
M.  Hopper  Mott, 
l,oram  Freeman, 
Henrv  Lefman. 
Hon.  W.  Wright, 
John  M'Chain, 
John  Denham. 
J.  W.  Howe, 
John  A.  Gun, 
W.  E.  Smith  Jr. 
William  Winslow, 
Concklin  L.  Martin, 
A.  Bridgeman. 
George  M.  Vannort, 
Henry  D.  Crane, 
Charles  0.  Richardson, 
John  S.  Meyer. 
Edward  Coles, 
Henry  B.  Bolster, 
James  M.  Chapman, 
James  Stephens. 
ERASTUS  LYMAN.  President. 
STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER.  Vice  President. 
RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS.  Secretarv. 
RICHARD  H.  BULL.  Actuary. 
DAVH)  M.  REESE,  M.  D.,  Medical  Examiner,  852 
Broadway. 


COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER 

JOB  PRINTING  OFFICE, 

Corner  of  Pine  and  William  Sts.,  N.  Y. 

THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER,  having  en- 
larged their  building,  have  appropriated  a  portion 
of  it  for  a  general 

&  EM  ?B!H7HHf3  ©F?3££. 

Its  business  will  be  conducted  by  Francis  A. 
Hall,  John  G.  Clayton  and  James  H.  Clayton 
under  the  firm  of 

HALL,  CLAYTON  &  CO. 

With  a  large  stock  of  entirely  new  Type,  an 
ample  equipment  of  Machine  Presses  of  the  most 
approved  construction,  with  Steam  for  the 
motive  power,  and  the  aid  of  the  most  skillful 
practical  assistants  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, the  proprietors  feel  authorized  to  say, 
that  their  facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  any 
other  establishment  for  the  prompt  and  satis- 
factory execution  of  all  work  which  may  be 
entrusted  to  them. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Druggists'  Print- 
ng  of  all  descriptions. 


NEW-YOKK  MEDICAL  GAZETTE 

AND 

JOURNAL,  OF  HEALTH. 


&ol.  V.  Jcbructr2,  1855.  ffo.  2. 

(Original  Department. 

PARISIAN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

[We  have  been  politely  furnished  with  portions  of  the  correspon- 
dence of  a  young  physician,  now  in  Paris,  addressed  to  his  father,  a 
practitioner  of  this  city.  Though  not  written  for  the  press,  yet  they 
will  be  found  to  possess  much  interest  to  our  readers,  and  give  highly 
graphic  descriptions  of  Parisian  schools  by  an  intelligent  and  interest- 
ed eye-witness.  Other  articles  are  in  reserve  for  future  publication, 
and  together,  they  will  exhibit  the  views  of  the  French  savans  in 
relation  to  the  surgery  of  the  world.] 

November  It,  1853. 
I  shall  make  a  commencement  by  giving  a  short  account  of  the 
"  seance  solennelle,"  which  took  place  here  on  the  tth  Nov.  The  hour 
of  commencement  was  1  P.  M.  But  at  12,  the  large  court  of  the  Col- 
lege was  crowded  by  students,  doctors,  and  others  who  were  eager  to 
witness  the  ceremony.  At  ten  minutes  of  one  the  doors  were  thrown 
open,  and  a  terrific  rush,  in  which  fifteen  hundred  young  men  were  en- 
gaged, and  the  scene  a  long  dark  narrow  hall;  I  was  propelled  invol- 
untarily, and  found  myself,  on  reaching  the  room,  very  well  placed. 
The  Amphitheatre  is  in  the  form  of  a  half  circle,  having  four  doors 
above  for  the  entrance  of  students,  and  two  below  for  the  professors. 
The  "  estrade"  or  platform  is  on  the  centre  of  straight  side.  In  front 
of  this,  and  encircling  it,  is  a  space  reserved  for  occasions  of  this 
kind,  iu  which  thirty  or  more  seats  may  be  placed.  This  was  filled 
by  the  faculty,  who  consist  of  Denonvilliers,  Berard,  Maquin,  Tan- 
don,  Mertz,  Grersent,  Dumeril  Requin,  Gerdy,  Cloquet,  Andral, 
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Grisolle,  Bourchardat,  Cruvellhier,  Malgaigne,  Adelon,  Moreau, 
Bouilleaud,  Rostan,  Piorry,  Trousseau,  Roux,  Velpeau,  Laugier  Nela- 
ton,  Paul  Dubois;  Orfila's  place  is  yet  vacant:  with  many  of  these  names 
you  are  familiar.  At  1  o'clock,  the  faculty  and  "Agreges"  entered,  pre- 
ceded by  the  "  Massier,"  dressed  in  black,  who  carried  before  him  the 
mace,  encircled  by  an  vEsculapian  serpent.  All  the  professors  were 
dressed  alike,  in  gowns  of  red  silk,  having  a  mantle  of  rich  fur  over 
the  left  shoulder.  All  wore  caps  of  a  singular  form,  made  of  the 
same  material.  The  dress  of  the  "  Agreges"  is  a  robe  of  black  silk, 
with  red  trimmings  in  front.  The  dean,  (Paul  Dubois,)  mounted  the 
estrade,  with  two  accessors  and  M.  Bourchardat,  while  the  rest 
arranged  themselves  as  suited  their  fancy.  When  quiet  was  re- 
stored, he  arose  and  said,  "  The  '  Seance7  is  opened  ;  M.  Bourchardat 
will  speak,"  who,  rising  at  once,  pronounced  the  eulogy  of  professors 
Royer  Collard  and  Richard,  late  professors  of  Hygiene  and  Botany. 

(The  regular  method  of  conducting  the  "seance"  is  for  one  of  the 
Faculty,  chosen  by  the  rest,  to  give  a  speech  on  some  medical  subject, 
which  shall  embody  the  opinion  of  the  school  of  Paris.  This  has  been 
broken  in  upon  for  several  years  past  by  the  death  of  some  of  the 
professors.  It  seems  hardly  possible  they  should  escape  death  during 
so  long  a  time  as  a  year,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  very 
large  number  who  hold  seats,  and  the  advanced  age  of  most  of  them. 
In  the  last  seven  years  there  have  died,  Brechet,  Auguste  Berard, 
Blandin,  and  Marjolin,  Fouquier,  Royer  Collard,  Richard  and  Orfila. 
Two,  Berard  and  Blandin,  died  upon  the  threshold  of  their  glory 
But  all  the  rest  had  arrived  at  that  age  when  death  may  be  expected, 
if  not  waited  for.  Collard,  Richard  and  Orfila  have  all  died  within 
the  last  two  years.  At  the  opening  of  the  College  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  mention  them,  and  as  they  were  all  of  too  much  importance  to 
be  passed  over  lightly,  the  notice  of  Orfila,  who  died  last,  was  left  for 
next  year.) 

Bourchardat  was  chosen  probably  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
"  agrege,"  and  now  occupies  the  place  rendered  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Collard,  and  also  was  an  intimate  personal  friend  of  Richard.  M. 
Bourchardat  is  the  last  professor  appointed  by  the  "  ConcoursP  Since 
the  Coup  d'  Etat,  Napoleon  has  suppressed  this  method,  which  has 
given  such  strength  and  grandeur  to  the  schools  of  France,  and  pre- 
vented that  favoritism  which  is  always  engendered  when  the  right  of 
appointment  is  vested  in  one  or  more  persons.     They  are  now 
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appointed  by  the  government.  M.  B.  is  very  learned,  extremely 
well  posted  in  all  subjects  whether  in  his  own  particular  branch  or  any 
other  connected  with  science. 

He  has  studied  and  given  to  the  world  the  result  of  his  labors  on 
the  subject  of  digestion  and  diabetes,  but  as  a  professor  he  may  be 
classed  as  one  of  the  least  important  belonging  to  the  school  of  Paris . 
He  is  heavy  and  diffuse  in  his  style,  and  is  not  capable  of  rendering 
his  course  interesting  ;  this  is  a  point  of  some  importance  here,  as  with- 
out it  his  lectures  will  not  be  followed  so  long  as  he  fails  to  attract  the 
student: — some  courses,  such  as  anatomy,  physiology,  &c,  will  always, 
have  great  numbers  to  attend  them,  they  being  indispensable  branches,, 
and  which  are  only  to  be  learned  by  special  courses  ;  but  it  is  different 
with  hygiene,  as  it  can  be  picked  up  in  other  places  and  by  other 
means.    His  reputation  was  such  among  the  students  that  when  it  was 
known  he  would  give  the  discourse  d'ouverture,  they  all  said  "  je  me 
prive  du  plaisir  d'aller  entendre  Bourchardat ;  J'ai  assez  de  son  cours." 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  room  was  crowded,  so  that  it  could  hold  no- 
more.    Mr.  B.  took  up  first  Collard,  of  whom  there  was  not  a  great 
deal  to  say,  as  he  was  one  of  those  men  who  attract  while  alive,  but 
leave  nothing  behind.    He  possessed  great  wit,  was  very  learned 
but  only  left  two  or  three  memoirs — he  died  at  48.    He  was  professor 
in  the  school  of  Paris,  member  of  the  Academy  of  Health,  of  the 
consulting  committee  of  public  hygiene,  officer  of  the  legion  of  honor., 
and  was  carried  off  in  the  middle  of  his  age  by  a  long  and  painful 
disease.    There  is  a  story  told  of  him  which  gives  some  idea  of  the 
man  :  when  first  appointed  he  was  not  liked  by  the  students  ;  they 
made  great  uproar  during  his  lectures,  and  one  day  followed  him  from 
the  college  towards  his  home,  which  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Seine. 
At  this  time  the  pont  de  l'Institute  was  guarded  by  the  invalids,  and 
a  toll  of  one  sous  exacted  ;  when  he  arrived,  he  stopped  on  to  the 
bridge,  turned  and  making  a  general  average,  said,  "  For  myself  and 
suite,"  at  the  same  time  throwing  down  ten  francs :  this  being  done 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  crowd,  made  them  feel  ashamed  ;  at  any  rate 
they  turned  and  got  back  to  their  quarters  as  soon  as  they  could  ; 
from  that  time  they  changed  their  opinion,  and  loved  him  as  much  as 
they  had  before  hated  him.    He  lectured  almost  to  the  last  day  of  his 
life,  having  himself  carried  to  college  in  a  "  chaise  a  porteur."  When  he 
defended  his  thesis  Dupuytren  was  president — after  it  was  finished 
Dupuytren  rose  and  said,  "  the  Faculty  is  proud  of  you,  it  sees  in  you 
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the  worthy  inheritor  of  a  name  celebrated  in  science,  in  philosophy, 
and  in  eloquence — the  faculty  has  hopes  in  you,  and  since  Bichat,  has 
not  known  a  student  who  has  given  more  satisfaction  and  such  lively 
and  great  hopes."  In  closing  Bourchardat  said,  "  all  those  who  have 
known  him  love  him." 

Of  Richard  he  said :  "  He  fell  in  our  midst,  in  the  power  of  his 
latent  arm  at  Paris  27th  April,  1794  ;  he  died  5th  October,  1852. 
Professor  of  Natural  History  to  the  College,  member  of  the  Institute, 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  the  Soci- 
ety of  Agriculture,  officer  of  the  legion  of  honor.  All  his  ancestors 
were  Botanists — his  great  grandfather  was  director  and  founder  of 
the  garden  of  the  Trianon,  his  grandfather  of  that  of  the  Auteuil — 
his  father  was  the  celebrated  naturalist  who  forty  years  ago  contribu- 
ted so  powerfully  to  perfect  the  method,  and  by  his  labors  to  erect  a 
school  :  32  years  ago  Dupuytren  pronounced  his  eulogy  in  the  same 
place,  at  the  same  time  with  that  of  Corvisart  Dueth,  then  as  now 
the  most  eminent  school  of  Paris. 

He  published  his  first  work  while  yet  a  student,  "  New  Elements  of 
Botany  as  applied  to  Medicine."  He  only  published  parts  of  his  work, 
leaving  many  manuscripts.  At  twenty  he  presented  to  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine  a  memoir  with  figures,  in  which  he  established  the  origin  of 
Ipecacuanha  :  this  was  printed  by  the  Society — after  this  he  pub- 
lished in  1823  his  treatise  on  Medical  Botany,  in  2  vols.,  remarkable 
for  its  fidelity  and  the  elegance  of  its  descriptions.  He  helped  in  the 
editing  of  the  Dictionary  of  Natural  Sciences,  Dictionary  of  Natural 
History,  Dictionary  of  Medicine,  and  the  Dictionary  of  simple  Drugs. 
He  published  his  monographs  on  Hydrocolyle  (the  genus)  ;  another 
on  a  monstrosity  found  in  the  genus  Ophorys  ;  another  upon  the  fam- 
ily of  the  Eleagreves.  He  also  finished  and  published  a  manuscript 
of  his  father's  upon  the  Coniferas.  In  the  same  way  he  presented 
Musacees,  but  his  greatest  monograph  was  his  memoir  on  the  family 
of  the  Bulbiacecs.  He  always  wished  to  travel  in  unexplored  regions. 
At  one  time  he  made  preparations  to  leave  quietly,  but  at  the  moment 
of  departure  his  wife's  tears  kept  him  back.  Prevented  in  this  man- 
ner, he  did  not  lose  his  desire  for  travel,  but  diverted  in  a  manner  by 
talking  with  those  who  had  traveled  and  reading  their  works.  He  was 
also  useful  to  those  who  had  the  inclination  but  not  the  means,  help- 
ing them  with  his  purse.  He  published  many  Floras,  among  which 
are  the  Flora  of  Senagambia,  New  Zealand  and  Abyssinia 
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Never  had  the  school  of  Paris  a  more  brilliant  professor.  He  well 
knew  how  to  render  the  most  abstract  parts  of  his  science  clear  to  the 
dullest  comprehension  ;  loved  by  the  students,  he  was  lenient  to  them 
in  those  days  when  students  (the  best  of  them)  knew  nothing.  He 
was  brother-in-law  of  Prof.  Dubois  :  he  has  left  two  sons,  the  elder  is 
"  agrege"  of  surgery  and  surgeon  to  the  Hospitals;  the  other,  the  living 
image  of  his  father,  although  young,  is  already  a  distinguished  Botan" 
ist,  and  will  no  doubt  succeed  to  the  chair  of  his  father  and  grand" 
father.  He  closed  by  saying,  "  He  has  well  filled  his  day  of  labor, 
let  us  endeavor  to  imitate  him."  The  list  of  Prizes  was  then  read  by 
Mr.  Jargavay  ;  'these  are  of  four  classes,  and  have  their  subdivisions. 
1st,  Montygon  ;  2d,  Corvisart ;  3d,  De  l'Ecole  Pratique  ;  4th, 
Sagefemmes.  The  first  was  instituted  by  will  of  M.  Moutygon,  who  has 
also  left  funds  for  a  number  of  other  prizes  in  other  places,  but  which 
are  not  of  importance  here  :  it  is  given  to  that  student  who  has  made 
the  best  memoir  upon  the  prevailing  disease  of  the  year.  By  a  clause 
of  the  testament  the  faculty  have  the  right  of  withholding  the  prize 
if  they  do  not  consider  any  of  the  memoirs  worthy  of  it.  This  event 
has  taken  place  this  year  ;  its  value  is  about  $30.  The  Corvisart  is 
the  prize  of  medical  cliniques  given  to  the  student-author  of  the  best 
work  on  some  clinical  subject  which  has  been  given  by  the  faculty. 
The  subject  for  the  ensuing  year  is  "  the  toth  of  disease."  The  3d  is 
given  to  the  best  student  from  the  Ecole  Pratique.  The  4th  was  not 
mentioned.  The  medals  give  those  who  possess  them  the  opportunity 
of  becoming  the  chief  of  cliniques,  which  is  a  certain  step  to  a  pro- 
fessorship. The  first  rank  takes  a  gold  medal  and  some  books — the 
2d  a  silver  medal  and  some  books  ;  after  this,  if  there  are  any  who 
came  near  a  medal,  their  name  is  mentioned,  which  is  thought  highly 
honorable. 

Malgaigne's  first  lecture  was  given  on  the  14th,  at  4  P.  M.  The 
Amphitheatre  was  crowded  to  its  full  extent.  The  lecture  was  histo- 
rical in  its  cast,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  most  profound  attention. 
He  commenced  his  lecture  by  saying,  "  Seventy-five  years  ago,  in  the 
School  of  Paris,  there  existed  two  rival  companies.  One  had  the 
Charite  for  its  headquarters,  with  Boyer  for  its  Chief.  The  other  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  Dupuytren  being  at  the  head.  The  one  at  the  Charite 
very  learned,  but  living  only  in  tradition,  and  not  daring  to  go  beyond 
it,  seeming  to  have  no  confidence  in  his  own  forces.  The  one  at  the 
Hotel  Dieu  exactly  the  opposite.    With  one  surgery  in  the  past, 
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the  other  felt  himself  as  its  representative.  A  slight  sketch  of  the 
lives  of  the  two  will  enable  us  to  appreciate  better  how  that  difference 
arose. 

Boyer  was  born  in  1719,  of  very  poor  family,  in  one  of  the  depart- 
ments. At  16  years  of  age  he  saw  a  surgeon  dressing  a  wound;  the 
idea  at  once  struck  him  that  that  was  his  vocation.  He  wished  to  go 
to  Paris,  but  had  no  money — soon  a  way  presented  itself.  One  of  his 
uncles  was  a  drover,  and  was  going  to  Paris  with  a  drove  of  cattle. 
He  offered  to  assist  in  driving  them  for  his  expenses  ;  the  offer  was 
accepted,  his  preparations  were  soon  made,  he  started,  reached  the 
capital,  saw  what  he  wanted,  returned  home,  economised  his  means, 
saved  all  the  money  he  could  get,  and  returned  to  Paris  in  the  same 
"way  as  before.  Being  miserably  poor,  he  took  lodging  with  a  barber, 
doing  all  the  menial  work  in  payment.  Being  attentive  and  careful, 
the  barber  allowed  him  frequent  holidays,  all  of  which  he  employed  in 
seeing  the  dissections  ;  there  he  rendered  himself  useful  to  those 
engaged  in  dissecting,  by  doing  little  kind  offices  for  them,  such  as 
cleaning  their  knives  and  sharpening  them,  for  which  they  gave  him  a 
trifle  ;  so  little  by  little  he  got  the  opportunity  to  dissect  for  himself. 
He  made  such  progress  that  in  one  year  he  was  able  to  give  lessons  in 
Anatomy.  At  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  entered  the  Charite  as 
above.  He  was  a  scholar  of  the  most  humble  kind,  carrying  humility 
so  far,  that  it  degenerated  into  servility.  Desault,  at  that  time  chief 
of  the  Hospital,  was  his  master,  and  for  him  he  professed  a  kind  of 
religion.  With  him,  and  on  the  same  line,  he  placed  the  Boyal  Acad- 
emy and  College  of  Surgeons. 

The  triumvirate  stood  for  him  in  the  place  of  God.  At  thirty-five 
years  of  age,  and  after  August  10,  1*792,  he  was  appointed  second 
surgeon  of  the  Charite.  When  the  College  was  reconstituted  after 
the  revolution,  he  was  appointed  professor,  and  became,  in  order,  the 
first  surgeon  to  the  Emperor,  Baron  of  the  Empire,  member  of  the 
Institute,  and  died  at  seventy-six  full  of  glory. 

Starting  from  so  low  a  sphere,  wanting  in  decision  of  character,  you 
will  readily  understand  his  conservative  nature,  and  his  profound  re- 
spect for  surgical  authority.  From  contemporary  surgery  he  asked 
nothing.  But  if  it  had  been  possible  for  him  to  have  added  to  his 
triumvirate  of  Gods,  it  would  perhaps  have  been  Scarpa,  and  such  as 
were  distant  from  his  field  of  action.  In  the  whole  of  his  eleven  vol- 
umes you  will  find  but  very  few  concessions  to  the  19th  century;  they 
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are  filled  from  the  18th.  Those  who  like  to  have  a  guide,  and  to  have 
their  faith  and  religion  ready  made  for  them,  followed  Boyer.  While 
he  found  some  points  that  displeased  him,  he  retained  the  theory,  but 
explained  it  in  a  different  way.  As  Ambrose  Pare  had  said  there  was 
more  fracture  of  bones  in  winter  than  in  summer,  because  in  summer 
the  bones  are  more  flexible  and  yield,  which  they  do  not  in  winter, 
Boyer  admitted  the  fact  but  changed  the  reasons  a  little,  so  that  it 
read,  the  bodies  surrounding  us  are  harder  in  winter  than  in  summer. 
Another  danger  of  this  kind  of  dependency  was,  that  Boyer  was 
almost  systematically  hostile  to  all  discoveries.  For  him  a  surgeon  of 
the  18th  touched  the  limits  of  science.  When  Roux,  his  own  son-in- 
law,  and  Leroy  d'Etiolle  introduced  Lithrotrity  in  La  Charite,  Boyer 
assisted  at  the  first  operation;  he  saw  the  instrument  go  in — he  heard 
the  crushing  of  the  stone,  but  for  all  that,  when  asked  what  he  thought 
of  it,  said,  in  his  peculiar  language,  "  I  see  the  handle  of  the  fryingpan 
but  do  not  see  what  you  are  frying  there."  He  struggled  against  the 
invention  as  much  as  he  could,  he  only  mentioned  it  in  his  works,  and 
in  his  private  conversation  he  was  wont  to  say,  "  As  for  that  Lith,  I 
would  not  give  four  sous  for  the  whole  of  it."  But  withont  tradition, 
there  is  no  science  possible. 

Dupuytren  came  twenty  years  after — was  adopted  at  12  by  an 
officer  of  cavalry,  who,  in  passing  through  his  native  place,  was  struck 
by  the  intelligence  exhibited  in  his  face.  He  was  placed  in  the  College 
of  La  Marthe,  where  he  showed  his  independent  character  and  the 
desire  of  rule.  He  made  little  progress  in  his  studies.  At  16  he 
commenced  his  surgical  course,  pursuing  at  the  same  time  Greek  and 
Latin.  At  18  he  was  appointed  prosector  in  the  school  of  Paris.  At 
this  time  the  revolution  had  just  carried  away  the  Royal  Academy. 
Desault  swayed  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  and  held  the  Royal  Academy  in 
small  estimation.  Desault  was  the  master  of  Dupuytren.  He  advo- 
cated observation  as  of  the  first  importance,  and  valued  it  before  all 
things  else.  Desault  dies  ;  Prictrot  appears.  He  thinks  differently 
on  the  subject,  and  values  reason  more  than  observation.  According 
to  his  views,  one  must  have  and  unite  the  experience  of  Spallanzani 
to  the  high  and  fine  consideration  of  Bordeau!  Where  are  now  those 
high  and  beautiful  considerations,  while  experiments  remain  as  his 
greatest  title  to  immortality  ?  From  16  to  18  he  prosecuted  his 
studies.  In  talking  with  other  students  of  the  rank  they  might  one 
day  hold  in  surgery,  he  always  expressed  himself  in  the  words  of 
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Poeser  :  "I  had  rather  be  first  in  a  village  than  second  in  Rome."' 
In  this  small  sentence  lay  all  his  character.  He  lost  his  protector, 
and  Vergniman,  the  chief  of  the  Girondins,  gave  him  a  recommenda- 
tion to  his  nephew,  who  was  a  surgeon.  At  25  years  he  was  second 
surgeon  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  ;  at  35,  professor  of  operative  surgery  ;  at 
38,  professor  of  clinical  surgery,  and  surgeon-in-chief  of  the  Hotel 
Dieu.  Everything  he  wished  for  he  obtained.  He  passed  in  con- 
cour  over  all  the  rules  ;  one  was  appointed  even  when  he  failed. 
When  he  received  his  appointment  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  he  had  little 
experience,  but  remembering  the  ideas  of  Bichat,  he  joined  the  re- 
sources of  a  fertile  imagination  to  observation  ;  and  on  entering  upon 
his  work,  placed  himself  upon  the  affirmation,  and  he  never  after- 
wards gave  up  a  theory  he  had  once  adopted,  particularly  if  it  had  a 
new  idea  of  his  own  in  its  composition.  One  of  them  was  the  cele- 
brated one  on  the  provisional  callus.  Said  he,  "There  is  a  provi- 
sional callus,  consisting  of  a  long  peg,  in  the  medullary  canal,  and  a 
ferule  upon  the  exterior  of  the  bone.  Full  five  months  are  necessary, 
in  order  that  it  may  pass  from  the  spongy  to  the  compact  state.  After 
a  certain  time  the  peg  and  ferule  disappear,  and  the  bone  is  as  before 
the  fracture."  There  is  no  foundation  for  this  theory.  He  had  not 
made  a  single  experiment  connected  with  the  subject.  He  has  only 
reported  four  cases,  which  demonstrate  nothing  but  that  the  theory 
is  in  opposition  to  the  facts.  There  is  not  a  single  instance  of  the 
disappearance  of  the  callus,  even  when  in  the  spongy  state.  He  applied 
the  half  flexed  position  for  the  fracture  of  the  neck  of  a  femur,  as 
Pott  had  done  before  him  ;  and  as  he  allowed  the  limb  to  rest  upon 
cushions,  you  all  know  what  must  have  taken  place.  And  yet  he  said 
he  cured  them  without  shortening.  And  when  Astley  Cooper  told 
him  that  there  were  intra-capsular  fractures  that  could  not  be  cured, 
Dupuytren  denied  it  by  saying  it  was  because  they  did  not  know  how 
to  take  care  of  their  patients.  He  was  for  renovating  surgery  en- 
tirely. He  had  great  contempt  for  those  who  had  preceded  him,  and 
for  all  that  had  been  done  by  others  than  him.  He  made  success 
where  he  had  none.  You  must  distrust  all  the  successes  he  relates  in 
his  Lecons  Orales.  He  endeavored  to  deceive  the  coming  generations, 
and  for  that  reason  we  have  seen  the  rapid  decline  of  his  name  and  of 
his  school,  which  are  now  but  a  remembrance.  When  one  secludes 
himself  within  a  selfish  personality,  he  does  not  know  what  is  going 
on  about  him.    He  was  ignorant  of  what  progress  surgeons  were 
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making,  and  what  had  been  invented  already — the  Canula  Laryugea, 
which  had  been  used  by  Foubert.  He  changed  the  size,  but  this  had 
already  been  done  by  Ansiaux  in  1821.  He  sent  to  be  printed  his 
great  Memoir  on  Bilateral  Lithotomy  ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
work  he  learns  that  this  operation  had  been  invented  four  or  five 
times  before.  So  he  left,  by  his  will,  to  two  friends  the  difficult  task 
of  finishing  it.  How  did  it  happen  that,  with  his  great  genius,  his 
contempt  for  authority,  his  aptitude  for  experiment,  he  should  prefer 
that  which  he  saw  obscurely  to  be  the  result  of  experience  !  John 
Hunter,  thrown  into  the  midst  of  London  surgeons,  followed  observa- 
tion and  experience,  by  which  he  changed  the  whole  character  of 
surgery.  He  was  of  the  country  of  Locke  and  Newton.  He  was 
Baconian  by  education  and  examples.  Dupuytren  in  all  things  leaned 
to  Descartes. 

Hunter  took  science  as  his  mistress,  and  looked  only  to  her.  For 
Dupuytren  there  was  only  one  thing — to  be  great,  and  to  be  great 
quickly.  He  did  nothing  for  science,  but  everything  for  his  own  re- 
putation. He  worked  only  for  himself.  If  you  follow  Hunter  to  the 
last  part  of  his  life,  you  will  see  him  surrounded  by  practice,  honors 
and  riches,  and  disappear  in  a  halo  of  glory,  increased  in  brilliancy  by 
the  lapse  of  time.  Dupuytren  wished  to  be  the  first  surgeon  of  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  and  he  was. 

Boyer  had  been  first  surgeon  to  the  Emperor.  Dupuytren  wanted 
the  same  situation  near  the  person  of  the  King.  He  obtained  it.  Like 
Boyer,  he  was  Professor  and  Monitor  of  the  Institute  ;  also  had  the 
great  ribbon  of  the  order  of  St.  Michael,  which  Boyer  had  not.  He 
was  the  most  wealthy  surgeon  on  the  Continent.  All  that  he  wished 
he  had.  His  ambition  said  to  him,  like  the  voice  of  the  Wandering 
Jew,  "Walk,  walk."  After  the  revolution  of  1830,  he  wished  to  be 
representative.  For  this  purpose  he  presented  himself  in  an  obscure 
village  in  one  of  the  departments.  He  died  at  58,  covered  with  glory, 
but  perhaps  the  most  miserable  of  men.  He  had  seen  that  his  glory 
was  on  the  decline.  Towards  1830,  French  surgery  glanced  over  the 
world,  and  with  that  coup  (Vail  there  came  to  us  the  just  renown  of 
Sir  Astley  Cooper,  he  whom  the  English  placed  far  above  Depuy- 
tren.  He  was  a  secondary  chief  of  a  school  following  a  furrow  already 
made.  Younger  than  Boyer,  older  than  Dupuytren,  he  was  the 
scholar  of  John  Hunter,  who  used  to  begin  his  lecture  in  these  words  : 
"  I  propose  to  tell  you  only  what  I  have  learned  by  my  own  observa- 
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tions  and  experience.  Perhaps  some  of  the  ideas  have  been  put  forth 
before  by  others.  You  may  credit  the  author.  I  take  no  care  of 
that.  I  look  on  all  as  mine."  Never  has  there  been  a  man  like 
Hunter  so  ready  to  give  up  his  theory  when  experience  proved  it 
wrong.  And  when  Astley  Cooper,  who  followed  his  lectures,  asked 
why  he  had  changed  his  opinions  so  since  last  year,  he  answered,  "  I 
never  hesitate  to  change  when  convinced  by  facts."  Astley  Cooper 
reached  the  summit  of  his  profession  with  a  fortune  larger  than 
Dupuytren.  He  published  his  treatise  on  Hernia  when  36  years  of 
age.  At  62,  he  published  his  work  on  the  diseases  of  the  Testicle. 
These  were,  I  believe,  his  first  and  last  works,  although  he  published 
others  intermediately.  He  broke  up  traditions.  He  dated  from  him- 
self. When  we  compare  his  treatise  on  Fractures  and  Luxations,  so 
full  of  facts,  with  the  work  of  Boyer,  the  revolution  is  made  complete. 
And  the  school  of  Dupuytren  is  troubled  when  we  place  side  by  side 
the  close  observations  of,  and  the  more  brilliant  ones  of  Dupuytren. 
In  the  work  just  cited,  you  can  get  a  good  idea  of  the  Baconian, 
English,  and  Hunterian  theories,  for  Cooper  was  the  most  brilliant 
scholar  of  Hunter.  When  there  is  a  question  only  of  experiment,  a 
man  can  make  these  and  satisfy  himself ;  but  when  it  is  a  question  of 
observation  without  experiment,  a  single  man's  efforts  are  against  a 
multitude.  There  have  been  treatises  on  Fractures  from  the  time  of 
Hippocrates  to  the  18th  century.  Cooper  only  addressed  himself  to 
himself  and  to  his  scholars  ;  consequently  there  are  many  incomplete 
observations  not  supporting  the  demonstration  he  wished  to  make. 
Many  times  the  same  observation  repeated  twice  constitutes  the  proof 
of  two  different  chapters.  Here  is,  when  laid,  the  strength  and  defi- 
ciency of  this  great  genius.  He  kept  silent  if  he  or  his  scholars  had 
not  made  the  observation.  Had  they  or  he  seen  a  lesion,  he  straight- 
way created  into  a  disease,  although  it  may  not  have  happened  more 
than  once  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  most  common  and  frequent 
of  lesions,  had  they  not  seen  it,  it  did  not  exist. 

A  celebrated  English  surgeon,  Sir  Chas.  Bell,  reproached  Cooper 
for  having  his  premises  guarded  while  he  was  poaching  upon  his 
neighbor's  property  ;  while  Cooper  accused  Bell  of  having  stolen  the 
idea  of  the  difference  between  intra  and  extra,  capsular  fracture. 
Has  he  done  so  or  not  ?  This  is  too  grave  a  question  for  us  to  decide. 
There  were  no  schools  before  these  three,  and  there  have  been  none 
since,  because  we  can  only  establish  schools  on  observation,  reason, 
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and  what  we  have  been  taught.  These  are  the  only  means,  and  to 
be  complete  they  must  be  united.  They  are  necessary  one  to  the 
other.  But  now,  must  we  fall  back  into  one  or  the  other  of  these 
schools  ?  God  keep  us  from  such  a  misfortune  I  Modern  surgery, 
especially  the  French,  has  understood  it  was  necessary  to  unite  these 
three.  But  remember,  we  must  have  tradition.  Guy  de  Challiac 
said,  "  We  are  children  mounted  on  the  shoulders  of  giants."  If  we 
are  giants  mounted  on  the  shoulders  of  giants,  we  shall  form  a  higher 
point,  and  farther  off.  We  must  study  the  past.  When  Christopher 
Columbus  went  on  his  voyage  of  discovery,  it  is  said  he  saw,  on  a  dis- 
tant island,  a  figure  of  bronze  pointing  to  him,  with  eye  and  finger, 
the  route  to  the  Western  Hemisphere  ;  and  now  that  Surgery  is 
leaving  the  known  shore — now  that  there  is  a  tendency  to  unite  the 
three  schools — I  will  say  to  the  young  surgeon,  Go  forward  into  the 
promised  land,  and  if  I  cannot  follow,  I  will  be  like  the  statue  to 
Columbus  to  point  out  the  future. 

Additional  Parisian  Correspondence. 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  opening  of  the  College  on  the  ltth  Nov., 
when  Bourchardat  pronounced  the  eulogy  of  Royer  Collard  and 
Richard,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  a  sketch  of  Malgaigne's  Introduc- 
tory. I  was  rather  full  in  my  notes  on  both,  as  I  well  knew  you 
would  be  pleased  to  know  the  French  opinion  of  themselves  and  the 
rest  of  the  world.  Both  lectures  were  listened  to  with  the  most  pro- 
found attention  by  very  full  houses,  who  appeared  to  endorse  my  word 
and  expression.  You  observe  that  in  their  view  little  exists  out  of 
France.  I  have  endeavored  to  keep  you  posted  up  on  as  many  inte- 
resting points  as  I  can  acquire  amidst  my  constant  and  varied  engage- 
ments in  the  College  and  Hospitals.  The  Cholera  is  here,  and  has 
been  severe  in  some  localities  ;  it  first  appeared  in  the  Hospitals,  and 
yet  some  wards  in  the  same  Hospitals  are  entirely  exempt.  Women 
seem  more  liable  to  its  attacks  than  men  ;  and  it  is  ascertained  that 
a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  have  recently  arrived  in  Paris,  say  less 
than  six  months'  residence.  The  Government  has  posted  bills  in  all 
parts  of  the  city  urging  the  strictest  cleanliness.  You  who  have  seen 
it  three  times  in  New  York,  will,  I  am  sure,  be  interested  in  the  varied 
views  held  by  the  most  learned  physicians  of  Paris.  It  is  a  little  on 
the  increase,  21  cases  in  the  Hotel  Dieu  within  the  last  two  days. 

M.  Vemois  is  making  analytical  experiments  on  the  blood  and  urine 
of  those  affected  by  Cholera.    I  will  send  you  a  resume  of  it. 
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M.  Aran,  who  has  had  the  largest  number  of  patients  in  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  has  tried  various  methods  of  treatment,  and  changes  it  to  suit 
the  case  before  him.  He  uses  warm,  aromatic,  alcoholic  drinks  and 
opiates,  astringent  injections,  Nit.  silver,  &c.  He  is  now  trying  the 
saline  method,  and  thinks  its  success  warrants  its  continuance.  He 
prescribes  it  in  the  worst  cases.    It  is 

New  Soda,    25  Grammes. 
Gum  Water,  60 
Used  as  an  injection. 
And  a  bath  in  which  are  2  lbs.  mustard;  drinks  with  bi  carb.  soda. 

To  others  he  gives  a  julep,  with  15  drops  of  creosote  and  25  lead 
at  a  draught.  Where  there  is  vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  he  gives  sub. 
nit.  bismuth  4  grammes,  and  discordium  4  grammes. 

In  1847  a  physician  of  Montpelier  reported  great  success  from  the 
use  of  Iodine.  M.  Aran  has  tried  it  for  the  last  two  days.  I  will 
tell  you  the  result  in  my  next.    It  is 

Potass  Iodid        2  grammes,       or      Ti.  Iodine   10  grammes, 
Syrup  Currants  30      "  Pot.  Iodid    1  " 

Water  125      "  Ti.  Opio     25  qts. 

Guerard  makes  use  of  wine  and  alcoholics,  which  he  alternates  with 
ice,  according  to  the  state  of  the  stomach. 

Rostan  prescribes  hot,  aromatic,  acoholic  drink,  vapor  bath,  sina- 
pisms, ice,  and  eau  de  seltz,  (soda  water)  and  opiate  injections. 

Grisolle  follows  the  leading  indications — stimulating  infusions,  ice, 
eau  de  seltz,  cutaneous  excitants,  sinapisms,  and  blister  to  the  epigas- 
trium. 

In  some  examination  made  recently  albumen  is  found  in  the  urine, 
and  the  blood  more  fluid  than  has  been  known  after  death  in  any 
disease.  The  muciferous  glands  of  the  colon  and  rectum  were  hyper- 
trophied.  The  plates  of  Peyer  were  thickened  and  prominent,  and 
there  was  ulceration. 

The  government  has  ordered  all  Cholera  patients  to  be  placed  in 
private  wards,  and  not  to  be  continued  with  the  others  as  now. 

At  La  Charite  there  have  been  cases  in  the  wards  of  Payer,  Cru- 
veillhier,  Piorry,  Brignet  and  Andral. 

Payer  prescribes,  in  the  beginning,  wet  cupping  on  the  epigastrum, 
and  abdominal  walls,  and  opiates.  He  stops  the  cups  when  the  pulse 
fails  and  cyanose  appears.  In  the  cold  period  he  uses  stimulants, 
external  and  internal,  and  warmth. 
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Cruveillhier  administers  stimulating  drinks,  to  which  he  adds  spirits, 
with  blister  and  sinapism,  changed  from  place  to  place. 
Andral  prescribes  punch  and  sinapisms. 

Piorry  relies  much  on  free  air,  and  keeps  the  windows  open,  to  the 
great  inconvenience  of  most  persons  in  his  ward.  In  1849  he  used 
water,  impregnated  with  albumen,  as  he  thought  that  its  loss  by 
evacuations  ought  to  be  restored.  I  do  not  know  what  his  success 
was  then.    At  present  he  has  but  few  cases. 

Brignet  prescribes  laudanum  in  drinks,  and  injection,  and  friction, 
&c,  &c,  a  treatment  entirely  narcotic.  The  Board  of  Health  has 
ordered  a  preventive  police,  consisting  of  medical  men,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  visit  every  house  and  see  that  everything  is  in  a  state  to  prevent 
the  increase  of  the  Epidemic. 

Bouilleaud  has  no  cases  in  his  ward. 

I  have  given  you  the  outline  of  treatment  by  the  chief  men  in  the 
Hospitals  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  and  La  Charite.  I  will,  if  I  live  through 
it,  give  you  any  additional  treatment,  and  the  result  of  each  plan.  As 
you  may  have  it  in  the  Winter  or  Spring  in  New- York,  it  may  pos- 
sess some  interest. 

M.    is  making  microscopic  investigations  on  the  evacua- 

tions, especially  that  ejected  from  the  stomach.  It  is  noticed  that 
those  from  the  colon  in  this  epidemic  are  very  green,  which  was  not 
common  in  other  epidemics. 

Robert,  of  the  Hospital  Beaujoin,  has  given  his  conclusions  on 
Chloroform.    Read  to  the  Society  of  Surgery. 

Dr.  Brainard,  of  Chicago,  has  read  a  paper  before  the  Society  of 
Surgery  on  the  infiltration  of  Iodine  in  Spinia  Bifida,  Hydrocephalus, 
(Edema,  Erysipelas,  &c. 

The  Academy  is  still  discussing  the  subject  of  the  per  Chloride  of 
Iron. 

M.  Desomaux  read  a  paper  before  the  Academy,  to  bring  to  notice 
an  instrument  for  examining  the  male  urethra.  It  was  tried  by  Ricord 
and  others,  and  gave  great  satisfaction,  and  he  is  confident  that  his 
uretroscope  will  bring  to  a  conclusion  the  dispute  concerning  chancres 
in  the  urethra.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  examine  and 
report  on  it. 

M.  '  has  lately  been  before  the  Court  for  refusing  to  answer 

questions  propounded  to  him  by  the  Court  relative  to  a  patient,  a 
young  lady,  who,  finding  the  doctor  in  trouble,  gave  him  full  permis- 
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sion  to  answer.  But  he  still  refused,  saying  he  could  not  violate  his 
oath  as  a  doctor.  He  was  fined  100  francs.  He  appealed  to  a  higher 
Court.  The  sentence  was  annulled,  and  he  was  honorably  acquitted, 
the  Judge  remarking  that  a  physician  has  not  the  right,  in  any  case, 
or  under  any  pretext,  to  divulge  the  secret  of  his  patient.  The  Judge 
of  the  Town  Court  little  thought  of  the  effects  of  forcing  open  such  a 
door. 

Dr.  Adams,  of  New-York,  is  here,  and  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Society  he  exhibited  an  improved  throat  probang, 
by  Dr.  Buck,  of  New- York.  It  was  much  liked.  The  United  States 
is  well  represented  here,  but  New- York  is  not — Drs.  Snow,  Ely, 
Adams,  Vermilyea  and  Green,  being  all  ;  the  former  two  being  from 
the  State,  the  latter  three  from  the  City. 

Dr.  Brainard  will  present  to  the  Institute  a  plan  for  causing  union 
in  ununited  fractures,  through  Baron  Larrey  ;  and  a  means  of  destroy- 
ing the  bite  of  the  rattlesnake,  by  cups  and  the  infiltration,  through 
M.  Thurens.  He  had  published  in  the  Gazette  his  report  of  cases  of 
erectile  tumors  and  varicose  aneurisms  cured  by  the  lactate  of  iron. 
He  objects  to  its  use  in  aneurism  of  any  great  size.  He  also  thinks 
that  in  cases  in  the  Parisian  Hospitals  they  throw  the  solution  into 
the  coagulum,  and  not  into  the  cavity,  at  least  in  most  cases  ;  for 
they  do  not  speak  of  arterial  blood  flowing  but  in  one  or  two  cases 
after  the  fracture,  and  in  these  the  result  was  better. 

M.  Breant  has  left  to  the  Academy  100,000  francs,  to  be  paid  to 
the  one  who  shall  discover  the  cause  and  cure  of  cholera.  He  has  an 
idea  that  electricity  will  be  found  of  service  as  a  means  of  cure,  and 
that  aniinalculse  are  the  great  exerting  cause  of  the  disease.  As  he 
thought  it  would  be  some  time  before  it  would  be  determined,  he 
wishes  the  income  from  it  to  be  paid  to  those  persons  who  shall  find 
the  cause  and  cure  of  dartrous  diseases,  which  he  thought  also  pro- 
ceeded from  animalculae,  like  the  itch. 


MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

There  are  certain  croakers  in  the  medical  press,  who,  because  of 
the  failure  of  the  medical  colleges,  of  which  they  essay  -to  be  the 
"  organs,"  have  been  ever  and  anon  prating  of  the  diminution  of 
medical  students,  and  some  of  them  have  attempted  to  account  for 
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the  "falling  off"  in  the  classes  this  year,  which  they  allege  to  be 
general,  by  sage  speculations.  Certain  professors  in  our  own  city, 
unable  to  conceal  their  own  humiliating  decline,  have  originated  this 
lugubrious  lamentation  over  the  great  paucity  of  medical  students, 
ascribing  it  to  the  emigration  of  so  many  young  men  to  California,  &c. 

Our  readers  will  have  observed  that  we  have  constantly  affirmed 
the  contrary,  denying  the  premises  and  inferences,  so  far  as  the  pro- 
portion of  students  who  are  seeking  medical  education  throughout  the 
country  is  concerned.  In  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Nashville,  &c,  &c, 
there  never  were  better  classes,  as  the  following  statement  will  show, 
viz. : 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Students. 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  625 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  510 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  115 

Besides  the  unmentionable  classes  found  in  the  Philadelphia  School  of 
Medicine,  Homoeopathic,  Female,  Botanic,  Eclectic  and  Independent 
Colleges,  all  of  which  the  sapient  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have 
chartered  to  manufacture  doctors. 

Students. 

The  University  of  Nashville,  240 

University  of  Maryland,  200 

College  of  Physicians  &  Surgeons,  New-York, .  250 

all  of  which  is  an  increase  on  former  years. 

These  items,  all  that  have  reached  us,  prove  that  the  croakers  may 

dry  up  their  tears  over  the  decline  of  any  College  which  is  worthy  of 

pupils. 


APOTHECARIES. 

The  announcement  in  our  advertising  columns,  that  Dr.  Gr.  D. 
Coggeshall,  of  809  Broadway,  has  relinquished  the  business,  and  that 
his  store  is  now  re-opened  by  Dr.  Olliff,  affords  us  the  opportunity  to 
say,  on  behalf  of  the  latter  gentleman,  that  in  his  establishment  in  the 
Bowery,  and  which  is  still  continued,  he  has  earned  a  reputation 
which  will  follow  him  to  his  new  store  in  Broadway,  and  ensure  him 
the  patronage  of  physicians  and  their  patients,  who  seek  for  reliable 
medicines,  and  accuracy  in  putting  up  prescriptions.  His  will  not  be 
a  mongrel  shop  for  Homoeopathy  and  other  forms  of  quackery,  as  is 
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too  much  the  case  with  some  of  his  neighbors.  How  any  man  can 
live  by  recommending  and  selling  drugs  to  his  neighbors,  and  by  the 
patronage  of  regular  medical  men,  and  then  sacrifice  the  members  of 
his  family  to  Homoeopathy,  or,  as  in  a  recent  instance,  his  own  life,  to 
Hydropathy,  surpasses  our  comprehension  of  such  consistency.  But 
we  have  fallen  upon  strange  times. 


ITEMS. 

Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  has  been  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston.  We  congrat- 
ulate our  confrere  on  this  new  dignity,  and  predict  for  him  a  career 
of  honor  and  usefulness  in  his  position  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
"  literary  emporium." 


Dr.  Thomas  W.  Blatchford,  of  Troy,  has  the  honor  of  having 
elevated  the  character  and  enhanced  the  usefulness  of  the  State 
Medical  Society  of  New-York,  by  introducing  the  reform  alluded  to 
in  our  last  number,  by  which  every  County  Medical  Society  in  the 
State  has  a  delegation  equal  to  the  number  of  members  of  Assembly. 
The  fruits  of  this  liberal  measure  will  be  seen  at  the  approaching 
meeting,  to  be  held  in  Albany  during  the  present  month. 


The  New- York  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Widows  and  Orphans  of 
Medical  Men,  have  dispensed  with  their  annual  dinner  for  the  present 
year.  The  officers  elected  for  1854  are — Dr.  J.  Wood,  President ; 
Drs.  Anderson,  Cammann  and  Bulkley,  Vice-Presidents  ;  Dr.  Beadle, 
Treasurer  ;  and  Dr.  J.  W.  G.  Clements,  Secretary.  Fifteen  thousand 
dollars  in  the  treasury,  and  only  one  widow  and  her  four  children  are 
as  yet  become  beneficiaries.  We  only  regret  that  her  claim  on  the 
funds  is  so  small,  and  hope  to  see  the  constitutional  restriction 
enlarged  in  its  amount. 


ggg*  Our  apology  for  typographical  errors  and  imperfections  in 
this  number  must  be  found  in  the  illegibility  of  the  manuscript  sent 
us,  and  our  absence  from  the  city.  A  valuable  paper  from  Prof. 
Carnochan  is  necessarily  crowded  out. 
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Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Surgery, 
Read  before  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society,  October,  1853. 

BY  JOSHUA  B.  FLINT, 

PROFESSOR  OF  SURGERY  IN  THE  KENTUCKY  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE. 

The  materials  of  medical  excellence  are  accumulated  in  profusion, 
but  the  principles  determining  their  beneficeut  application — in  these 
lies  our  deficiency.  The  attainment  of  professional  excellence,  at  the 
present  day,  is  not  so  much  hindered  by  lack  of  knowledge  as  it  is 
by  lack  of  wisdom,  and — in  view  of  the  high  ethical  requisitions  of 
medicine — I  may  add,  of  conscience. 

If  our  society,  then,  would  signalize  itself  as  a  benefactor  of  the 
profession  which  it  represents,  let  it  constitute  itself  the  grand  in- 
quest of  the  commonwealth  of  medicine,  charging  its  committees  not 
only  to  report  valuable  acquisitions,  but  to  scrutinize  their  respective 
fields  of  observation,  and  "  true  presentment  make,"  of  any  prevailing 
error  or  vice  either  in  study  or  practice,  calculated  to  retard  the 
progress,  or  compromise  the  honor  of  medicine. 

Under  such  an  interpretation  of  its  duties,  this  committee  has 
determined  to  present  to  the  society,  as  a  matter  involving  one  of 
the  most  desirable  "  improvements"  of  surgery,  the  undue  importance 
attached  to  its  operative  proceedings,  together  with  some  of  the  incidental 
evils  connected  with  that  mal-appreciation  of  the  therapeutic  resources  of 
surgical  practice. 

Surgery  may  be  defined  :  the  application  of  the  principles  of  the 
■healing  art  to  a  class  of  diseases,  arbitrarily,  perhaps,  but  actually 
and  generally  recognized  as  surgical  diseases.  In  this  sense  it  belongs 
to  the  circle  of  sciences,  being,  like  physic,  a  subdivision  of  medicine, 
and  an  integral  part  of  that  learned  and  liberal  profession  that  has 
justly  been  styled  "  a  great  scholarship."  But  it  has  not  always  and 
everywhere,  by  any  means,  maintained  this  dignified  position  and 
relation.  The  old  Celsian  definition  of  surgical  qualifications,  gross 
and  barbarous  in  spirit  and  terms,  and  contemplating  chiefly  physical 
attributes,  naturally  enough  led  off  the  mind  to  the  very  error  we  are 
about  to  controvert. 

For  a  long  while,  accordingly,  in  times  past,  surgery  was  degraded 
by  a  formal  and  acknowledged  association  with  one  of  the  most 
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menial  of  handicrafts,  and  always,  even  at  the  present  day,  derogatory 
tendencies  to  artisanship  discover  themselves  in  the  conventional 
separation  of  Surgery  and  Physic,  that  obtains  in  many  countries, 
and  in  the  prevailing  error  before  us,  of  exalting  the  manual  above 
the  intellectual  resources  and  agencies  of  practice. 

To  the  vulgar  mind,  the  Surgeon  is  little  more  than  an  expert 
and  educated  knifesman — eminent  in  proportion  to  the  frequency  and 
severity  of  his  operations,  and  to  be  complimented  in  the  same  terms 
as  a  dragoon  or  desperado.  Even  among  well-informed  persons  the 
highest  expression  of  surgical  excellence  is  too  often  looked  for  in  an 
expert  use  of  the  scalpel  or  the  cautery. 

Unfortunately,  the  temptations  of  practice  coincident  with  this 
vulgar  error,  are  too  much  for  professional  virtue,  appealing,  as  they 
do,  to  the  passion  for  notoriety  and  the  love  of  thrift.  Ten  times  the 
reputation,  and  ten  times  the  profit,  are  likely  to  follow  an  amputa- 
tion, that  would  hare  been  the  reward  of  unostentatious  perseverance 
in  curative  measures  that  might  have  rendered  the  mutilation 
unnecessary.  No  one  conversant  with  surgical  diseases,  can  read  the 
reports  of  cases,  and  the  discussions  in  medical  societies,  without  the 
conviction,  that,  although  our  improved  pathology  and  therapeutics 
have  diminished  the  amount  of  operative  surgery  very  materially, 
there  is  still  a  vast  deal  of  unnecessary,  and  not  a  little  of  unprincipled 
resort,  to  this  ultima  ratio  medendi. 

"  The  cacoathts  secandi,"  says  an  able  reviewer  in  the  Quarterly 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  "  is  not  confined  to  London  ;  there  are 
unhappily  itching  palms  everywhere,  whose  owners  cannot,  it  would 
seem,  overcome  the  desire  to  employ  them  in  this  heroic  manner. 
The  scalpel,  to  them,  like  the  weird  dagger  to  the  murder-plotting 
Macbeth,  becomes  instinct  with  a  fatal  and  irresistible  eloquence, 
impelling  them  to  action  and  marshalling  the  way  ;  it  whispers  to 
them  the  profit  and  renown  which  the  deed  will  create  for  them,  and 
fills  their  heat-oppressed  brain  with  visions  of  crimson  glory.  It 
presents  itself  to  them,  its  handle  towards  their  hand,  inviting  their 
clutch  :  and  finally,  despite  their  conscience — or  their  conscience 
lulled  to  sleep — they  do  the  deed." 

The  editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Gazette,  in  his  September 
number,  under  the  head  of  "  Unsurgical  Surgery,"  notices  two  com- 
munications just  received,  criticising  certain  operations  performed  in 
the  New  York  Hospital,  which  the  writer  in  one  instance  calls 
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an  "  outrage  upon  the  morale  of  the  profession,"  and  denominates 
another,  "  cruel  and  inhuman  mangling."  Very  harsh  terms  are 
these,  certainly,  to  be  applied  to  acts  done  in  the  regular  service  of  a 
charitable  institution  ;  but  the  editor,  in  his  comments  on  the  subject, 
intimates  that  they  may  not  be  altogether  undeserved — inasmuch 
as  he  says,  in  language  not  much  more  tender  than  that  of  his 
correspondent,  "  mere  operators  are  now  made  surgeons,  who  seek  to 
signalize  themselves  by  bloody  operations,  merely  for  the  sake  of 
cutting  ;"  and  "  whose  practice  should  subject  such  triflers  with 
human  life  to  indictment  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  other  penalties  of 
fatal  malpractice." 

The  annals  of  this  society,  brief  as  they  are,  furnish  a  lesson  on  the 
same  general  subject,  a  portion  of  which  has  been  expounded  to  the 
public  in  an  article  of  medical  criticism,  rarely  equaled  for  spirit  and 
conclusiveness,  furnishing  an  exposition  calculated  to  admonish  us, 
very  forcibly,  of  the  propriety  of  prefixing  to  our  publications,  in 
imitation  of  the  parent  society,  a  disclaimer,  on  the  part  of  this  body, 
of  any  intention  to  endorse  either  the  opinions  or  practice  found  in  its 
published  reports. 

The  passion  for  operating,  always  sufficiently  conspicuous  in 
miscellaneous  practice,  has  displayed  itself,  at  different  times,  with 
appalling  recklessness,  in  the  conduct  of  specialities,  and  gathered  its 
bloody  laurels  under  favor  of  a  present  infatuation  or  panic  respecting 
a  particular  form  of  disease.  The  circulatorts  of  the  middle  ages,  and 
the  tmasculatorts  of  the  eighteenth  century,  present  remarkable  illus- 
trations of  surgery  run  mad,  in  times  past,  while  the  myotomists, 
the  ovariotomists,  and  the  womb-burners  of  our  own  day,  may  fairly 
contend  for  the  distinction  of  furnishing  a  modern  parallel. 

A  tempting  field  for  indulging  the  "  rage  for  cruel  and  bloody 
operations,"  which  Dr.  Lee  says  "  has  spread  far  and  wide  in  England, 
and  threatens  to  pervert  and  corrupt  the  sound  and  fundamental 
doctrines  of  British  practice,"  is  found  in  the  treatment  of  morbid 
growths  and  malignant  degenerations  presenting  themselves  in  the 
form  of  tumors,  on  the  surface  or  in  the  cavities  of  the  body.  In 
the  management  of  these  diseases,  a  class  of  questions  arises,  the  de- 
termination of  which  often  involves  the  character  of  surgery  in  general, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  practitioner  immediately  interested,  and 
exhibits,  in  signal  contrast,  the  sound,  conservative  surgery  of  science, 
and  that  flippant,  reckless  counterfeit  of  it  that  rests  in  artisanship. 
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In  the  midst  of  these  perplexing  questions  of  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment, with  which  sucli  cases  often  confound  the  most  competent 
practitioner,  the  true  surgeon  pauses,  watches,  consults,  palliates,  and 
perhaps  cures — the  hero  of  the  scalpel  cuts  the  gordian  knot,  and 
with  it,  perhaps,  the  life-thread  of  the  patient. 

An  instance  of'  the  cacoathes  secandi,  as  our  reviewer  terms  it, 
which  resulted  in  a  most  unfortunate  mutilation,  became  the  occasion, 
at  the  time  of  its  exposure,  of  such  an  amusing  professional  jest,  that 
we  shall  be  pardoned  for  relating  it  as  one  among  frequent  instances, 
of  the  mischievous  effects  of  allowing  a  hasty  appeal  to  the  knife,  to 
take  the  place  of  assiduous  application  of  curative  measures. 

A  gentleman  in  an  eastern  city  was  exhibiting  to  a  circle  of  medical 
friends,  a  specimen  of  cancerous  disease  upon  a  penis,  that  he  had 
amputated  a  day  or  two  before.  "  Cancer"  ?  says  one,  interrogatively 
— Cancer"!  said  another,  in  a  tone  of  absolute  negation — "  P  *  *  "  ; 
said  a  third,  in  a  tone  as  absolutely  affirmative.  And  so  indeed  it 
was.  Some  ugly  venereal  ulcerations,  which  might  have  been  cured, 
had  been  mistaken  by  the  ambitious  operator  for  cancerous  degenera- 
tion, and  his  patient  suffered  accordingly.  All  were  ready  with  some 
excusative  suggestion  to  palliate  the  mortification  and  regret  of  the 
operator,  and  one  of  them,  with  a  jest  and  a  pun  that  on  a  less 
serious  subject  would  have  been  absolutely  perfect,  reminded  the 
unfortunate  that  he  had  only  "sacrificed  a  —  to  JEsculapius." 

An  honest  misapprehension  of  duty,  as  in  this  case,  is  undoubted- 
ly chargeable  with  a  considerable  part  of  the  reprehensible  opera- 
tions that  take  place,  and  the  recurrence  of  such  accidents  may  be 
prevented  by  a  better  diagnosis,  and  a  more  faithful  communication 
of  the  results  of  practice,  supplying  an  approximation  at  least,  to 
rules  of  proceeding  that  will  be  more  or  less  authoritative.  But 
the  most  aggravated  misdemeanors  of  the  kind  we  are  contempla- 
ting, cannot  plead  even  the  poor  excuse  of  dullness,  nor  carry  with 
them  the  hope  of  amendment  from  increasing  light  and  knowledge. 
They  are  not  "  sacrifices  to  iEsculapius,"  nor  to  any  other  of  the 
Gods  of  medicine  ;  but  are  perpetrated  in  the  spirit  of  a  base  idola- 
try of  self  and  mammon.  Amidst  the  blandishments  of  such  a 
service,  what  weight  have  the  sober  suggestions  of  pathological 
science  ?  what  heed  the  gentle  appeals  of  humanity  ?  Fascinated 
by  the  eclat  of  a  great  operation,  fired  with  the  idea  of  cutting  his 
way  to  instant  fame  and  fortune,  the  adventurer  in  surgery,  or  the 
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veteran  offended  against  its  highest  laws,  plumes  himself  upon  ex- 
ploits that  are  much  more  properly  vivisections  than  therapeutics, 
and  which  convert  the  operating  room  into  a  theatre  indeed,  the 
hero  of  whose  drama  is  truly  a  performer,  and  his  part  too  often  a 
tragical  one  to  the  last  degree.  So  completely  dramatic  is  the  idea 
of  surgical  practice  which  has  taken  possession  of  some  minds,  that 
the  eulogist  of  a  famous  operator,  describing  with  admiration  the  de- 
tails of  his  performances,  assures  us  that  his  "  assistants  were  regu- 
larly drilled,  until,  like  Thespians,  they  perfectly  understood  their- 
parts." 

Surgery  so  extremely  exceptionable  as  some  that  we  have  referred 
to,  is,  happily,  not  common  ;  but  yet  frequent  enough  to  reflect  infinite 
discredit  upon  the  noble  profession  under  whose  auspices  it  is  perpe- 
trated. How  shall  it  be  prevented  ?  Not  altogether  by  teaching 
pathology,  nor  by  exhibiting  statistics — the  former  has  only  the  inad- 
equate authority  of  dumb  scientific  truth,  and  the  latter  are,  unfortu- 
nately, as  often  fallacious  as  helpful. 

The  fault  is  rather  in  the  will  than  in  the  understanding  of  those 
who  commit  it. 

Intrinsically,  the  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  sounder  morality  and  a 
quickened  professional  conscience,  and  extrinsically,  by  divesting 
operations  of  the  popular  admiration  they  now  seem  to  attract,  and 
inculcating  upon  the  secular  as  well  as  the  professional  mind,  not  that 
they  are  the  "  opprobria  medicines,"  as  they  have  sometimes  been  called  : 
but  that  they  are  not  the  most  dignified,  and  praiseworthy,  and  pay 
worthy  agencies  in  the  treatment  of  surgical  diseases — that,  when 
properly  employed,  they  are  a  valuable  portion  of  surgical  therapeu- 
tics, and  argue  surgical  merit  as  much  as,  and  no  more  than,  the  judi- 
cious medication  of  Syphilis  or  of  Tetanus. 

However  expert  or  graceful  the  operator,  infinitely  more  eminent  is 
the  surgeon,  when  the  skillful  use  of  the  curative  resources  of  his  art 
has  cheated  the  knife  of  its  expected  triumph,  and  vanquished  disease 
without  bloodshed  or  dismemberment. 

In  my  daily  walks  about  the  city  which  has  now  been  the  theatre  of 
my  practice  for  more  than  a  decade,  I  frequently  met  a  man  walking 
without  crutch  or  cane,  who  encountered  an  accident,  some  ten  years 
since,  by  which  one  of  his  limbs  was  shockingly  crushed  at  the  ankle 
joint.  A  close  inspection  of  the  wound  seemed  to  leave  me  no  choice 
but  a  resort  to  the  knife,  and  so  I  told  him.    With  touching  refer- 
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<ence  to  his  domestic  relations — to  the  support  he  must  afford  to  an 
indigent  family,  he  begged  me,  if  possible,  to  spare  him  dismember- 
ment. I  reconsidered  my  first  conclusion,  and  determined  to  try  the 
alternative.  For  many  months  of  patient  suffering  on  his  part,  and 
wearisome  attendance  on  mine,  it  was  still  doubtful  whether  the  result 
would  vindicate  the  conservative  effort.  But  at  length,  after  the 
resources  of  the  art  had  been  exhausted  in  general  and  local  treat- 
ment, the  restorative  tendencies  prevailed,  and  the  patient  recovered 
with  a  deformed,  but  serviceable  limb. 

Stepping  briskly  beside  me,  another  occasionally  exchanges  con- 
gratulations, whose  limb  was  once  devoted  to  the  knife,  with  my  own 
acquiescence,  on  account  of  gun-shot  wound  of  the  ankle-joint.  Ob- 
serving an  abatement  of  the  urgent  symptoms  while  submitting  to  him 
the  necessity  of  the  operation,  it  was  determined  to  wait  awhile,  and, 
at  last,  after  infinite  assiduity  and  perseverance  on  the  part  of  his 
medical  attendants,  the  case  was  conducted  to  recovery,  with  so  little 
remaining  lameness,  that  it  is  hardly  observed.  And  still  again,  in  a 
third  instance,  where  the  knee-joint  was  traversed  by  a  pistol  ball,  the 
fortunate  patient  pursues  an  avocation  involving  much  locomotion, 
with  hardly  a  remaining  sensation  to  remind  him  which  was  the  suffer- 
ing limb. 

It  is  these  cases,  and  such  as  these,  that  should  awaken  professional 
pride  in  our  bosoms — the  very  highest  order  of  surgical  excellence  is 
often  displayed  in  conducting  them  to  a  successful  termination. 

Let  me  multiply  such  results  of  practice,  and  others,  unenvied,  may 
swell  the  catalogue  of  their  amputations.  Be  these  my  trophies,  instead 
of  the  disjecta  membra  of  the  operating  room.  In  moments  when 
reflection  lingers  upon  the  retrospect  of  my  professional  career,  let  it 
rest  on  these  triumphs  of  conservative  surgery,  and  I  will  not  covet 
the  curiosities  of  a  cabinet  crowded  with  hideous  specimens  of  morbid 
products,  the  history  of  which,  if  faithfully  written,  might  furnish  a 
sorry  comment  upon  the  pretensions  of  the  healing  art. 

The  passion  for  new  and  dangerous  operations  often  finds  an  excuse 
for  its  indulgence  in  the  inconsiderate  application  of  an  old  medical 
maxim,  generally  attributed  to  Celsus — "  Milius  anceps,  quam  nullum 
remedium" — desperate  remedies  rather  than  none. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  the  spirit  of  desperation  is,  of  all  guidances, 
the  most  unbecoming  and  unsafe  in  any  scientific  proceeding — es- 
pecially so  in  proceedings  involving  the  integrity  of  the  nice  and 
intricate  organization  associated  with  vitality. 
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The  primary  signification  of  the  word  "  anceps,"  that  I  have  here 
translated  desperate,  is  two-edged — an  eminently  appropriate  term, 
when  applied  to  most  of  the  heroic  performances  of  surgery. 

No  grave  operation  should  be  undertaken  upon  a  mere  vague  hope 
of  success.  The  prudent  and  conscientious  surgeon  will  act  upon  noth- 
ing short  of  a  reasonable  probability  of  definite  and  sufficient  advan- 
tage to  the  patient,  as  a  compensation  for  the  pain  and  injury  inflicted 
on  him.  One  edge  of  the  proceeding  will  be  sure  to  do  its  work — that 
which  inflicts  a  more  or  less  serious  wound  ;  let  the  other,  whoso 
office  it  is  to  extirpate  disease,  but  is  less  certain  of  its  fulfillment, 
promise,  at  least  a  beneficent  execution. 

"  But  the  patient  will  certainly  die  if  something  be  not  done."  With 
all  deference,  my  enterprising  friend,  you  must  not  say  so  positively  ; 
and  even  if  it  were  undoubtedly  true,  I  must  be  allowed  to  add,  it  is 
none  of  your  business.  If  you  have  any  mode  or  means  of  relief  for  the 
sufferer,  proceed,  at  once,  to  employ  it,  under  the  general  responsibili- 
ties of  the  healing  art — responsibilities  the  force  of  which  can  neither 
be  augmented  nor  diminished  by  your  conjectures  about  the  duration 
of  the  patient's  life.  The  Supreme  author  and  arbiter  of  life  has 
reserved  all  knowledge,  on  that  subject,  to  himself  ;  but  has  given  a 
solemn  lesson  of  its  sacredness  in  his  sight,  in  that  august  command — 
addressed  as  well  to  the  surgeon  as  to  the  highwayman — "  Thou  shalt 
not  kill." 

[We  hope  that  our  brethren  everywhere  will  read  the  foregoing 
specimen  of  timely  truth.  Another  spicy  extract  is  reserved  for  our 
March  number.] 


THE  MEDICAL  EXAMINER 

Thus  speaks  of  the  prize  essay  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee,  which  appears 
in  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association  for  the  year 
1853,  on  the  surgical  treatment  of  certain  fibrous  tumors  of  the 
Uterus: 

"  Our  readers  will  form  their  own  conclusions  regarding  the  nature 
and  results  of  Dr.  Atlee's  proceedings.  To  some,  they  may  prove  a 
guide  ;  to  more,  we  trust,  a  warning.  Our  own  opinion  is,  that  such 
operations  are  not  in  accordance  with  principles  of  sound  surgery. 
Conscientiously,  we  consider  the  remedy  to  be  more  dangerous  than 
the  disease.    Women  live  with  such  tumors  for  years  ;  and  if  the  dis- 
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ease  be  malignant,  we  think  for  many  reasons  they  had  better  be  left 
to  die  a  natural  death.  Nor  can  we  imagine,  from  the  high  estimate 
in  which  we  hold  Dr.  Atlee's  surgical  abilities  and  foresight,  that  the 
average  results  could  be  more  fortunate  in  other  hands. 

"  Should  hemorrhage  induce  us  to  operate  ?  Science  has  many  re- 
sources in  such  cases,  and  when  these  fail,  nature,  more  kind,  some- 
times steps  in  and  accomplishes  a  cure  for  us.  We  have  been  assured 
by  Prof.  Hodge,  that  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  but  one 
death  has  occurred  in  his  practice  by  hemorrhage  from  an  intra- 
uterine tumor. 

"  Add  to  these  considerations,  the  fearful  evils  which  may  result 
from  mistakes  in  diagnosis — which  must  sometimes  occur,  even  with 
the  most  experienced — and  we  are  strong  in  the  conviction  that  the 
profession  will  agree  with  us,  in  stigmatising  such  operations  as  the 
very  opprobria  of  Surgery." 


[The  "  Stethoscope,"  of  Richmond,  Va.,  has  given  timely  insertion 
to  the  following,  which  we  reproduce,  for  the  benefit  of  any  "  fine 
young  man"  who  maybe  learning  "  Thoracentesis,"  from  Dr.  Bow- 
ditch,  of  Boston,  in  our  neighbor  the  New  York  Medical  Monthly, 
and  may  meditate  exploring  operations  into  the  chest.] 

The  Stethoscope  Song— A  Professional  Ballad. 

There  was  a  young  man  in  Boston  town, 

He  bought  him  a  Stethoscope  nice  and  new, 
All  mounted  and  finished  and  polished  down, 
'  With  an  ivory  cap  and  a  stopper  too. 

It  happened  a  spider  within  did  crawl, 

And  spun  him  a  web  of  ample  size, 
Wherein  there  chanced  one  day  to  fall 

A  couple  of  very  imprudent  flies. 

The  first  was  a  bottle-fly,  big  and  blue, 

The  second  was  smaller,  and  thin  and  long  ; 

So  there  was  a  concert  between  the  two, 
Like  an  octave  flute  and  a  tavern  gong. 

Now  being  from  Paris  but  recently, 

This  fine  young  man  would  show  his  skill  ;  . 

And  so  they  gave  him,  his  hand  to  try, 
A  hospital  patient  extremely  ill. 
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Some  said  his  liver  was  short  of  bile, 
And  some  that  his  heart  was  over  size, 

While  some  kept  arguing  all  the  while 
He  was  crammed  with  tubercles  up  to  his  eyes. 

This  fine  young  man  then  up  stepped  he, 
And  all  the  doctors  made  a  pause  ; 

Said  he — the  man  must  die,  you  see, 
By  the  fifty-seventh  of  Louis's  laws. 

But,  since  the  case  is  a  desperate  one, 
To  explore  his  chest  it  may  be  well  ; 

For,  if  he  should  die  and  it  were  not  done, 
You  know  the  autopsy  would  not  tell. 

Then  out  his  Stethoscope  he  took, 

And  on  it  placed  his  curious  ear  ; 
Mon  Dieu  !  said  he,  with  a  knowing  look, 

Why  here  is  a  sound  that's  mighty  queer  ! 

The  bourdoniiement  is  very  clear — 

Amphoric  buzzing,  as  I'm  alive  ! 
Five  doctors  took  their  turn  to  hear  ; 

Amphoric  buzzing,  said  all  the  five. 

There's  empyema  beyond  a  doubt ; 

We'll  plunge  a  trocar  in  his  side — 
The  diagnosis  was  made  out, 

They  tapped  the  patient  ;  so  he  died. 

Now  such  as  hate  new-fashioned  toys 

Began  to  look  extremely  glum  ; 
They  said  that  rattles  were  made  for  boys, 

And  vowed  that  his  buzzing  was  all  a  hum. 

There  was  an  old  lady  had  long  been  sick, 
And  what  was  the  matter  none  did  know  ; 

Her  pulse  was  slow,  though  her  tongue  was  quick 
To  her  this  knowing  youth  must  go. 

So  there  the  nice  old  lady  sat, 

With  phials  and  boxes  all  in  a  row  ; 

She  asked  the  young  doctor  what  he  was  at, 
To  thump  her  and  tumble  her  ruffles  so. 

Now  when  the  Stethoscope  came  out, 
The  flies  began  to  buzz  and  whiz  ;— 

0  ho  !  the  matter  is  clear,  no  doubt  ; 
An  aneurism  there  plainly  is. 
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The  bruit  dt  raft  and  the  bruit  dt  scie, 
And  the  bruit  dt  diablt  are  all  combined  ; 

How  happy  Bouillaud  would  be, 
If  he  a  case  like  this  could  find  ! 

Now,  when  the  neighboring  doctors  found 

A  case  so  rare  had  been  descried, 
They  every  day  her  ribs  did  pound 

In  squads  of  twenty  ;  so  she  died. 

Then  six  young  damsels,  slight  and  frail, 
Received  this  kind  young  doctor's  cares  ; 

They  all  were  getting  slim  and  pale, 

And  short  of  breath  on  mounting  stairs. 

They  all  made  rhymes  with  "  sighs"  and  "  skies," 
And  loathed  their  puddings  and  buttered  rolls, 

And  dieted,  much  to  their  friends'  surprise, 
On  pickles  and  pencils  and  chalk  and  coals. 

So  fast  their  little  hearts  did  bound, 

The  frightened  insects  buzzed  the  more  ; 

So  over  all  their  chests  be  found 
The  rait  sifflant,  and  rait  sonort. 

He  shook  his  head  ;— there's  grave  disease — 

I  greatly  fear  you  all  must  die  ; 
A  slight  post-morttm,  if  you  please, 

Surviving  friends  would  gratify. 

The  six  young  damsels  wept  aloud, 

Which  so  prevailed  on  six  young  men, 
That  each  his  honest  love  avowed, 

Whereat  they  all  got  well  again. 

This  poor  young  man  was  all  aghast  ; 

The  price  of  Stethoscopes  came  down  ; 
And  so  he  was  reduced  at  last 

To  practice  in  a  country  town. 

The  doctors  being  very  sore, 

A  Stethoscope  they  did  devise, 
That  had  a  rammer  to  clear  the  bore, 

With  a  knob  at  the  end  to  kill  the  flies. 

Now  use  your  ears,  all  you  that  can, 

But  don't  forget  to  mind  your  eyes, 
Or  you  may  be  cheated,  like  this  young  man, 

By  a  couple  of  silly,  abnormal  flies. 

Taken  from  Holmes'  Poms. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICE  OF  JONATHAN  KNIGHT,  M.D. 

We  present  to  our  readers  the  following  brief  history  of  Dr  Knight's 
professional  career,  and,  though  brief,  it  is  sufficient  to  mark  the  way 
-of  his  life  with  distinguished  usefulness.  The  urbanity  of  his  deport- 
ment, and  the  remarkable  judgment  with  which  he  has  directed  the 
councils  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  when  acting  as  its 
president,  have  made~him  one  of  its  most  useful  and  popular  members. 

He  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  Sept.  4,  1189.  His  father,  Dr. 
Jonathan  Knight,  after  serving  as  surgeon's  mate  in  the  army  of  the 
Revolution,  settled,  and  practised  in  that  place  for  nearly  fifty  years  : 
his  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Asahel  Fitch,  of  Reading, 
Conn.  He  prepared  for  college  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Matthias 
Burnett,  of  Norwalk.  Entered  Yale  College  during  the  last  term  of 
Sophomore  year,  1806  ;  graduated  Sept.  1808.  At  the  commence- 
ment, gave  the  Latin  Salutatory  Address — taught  school  in  Norwich 
and  New  London,  for  two  years  after  graduation.  From  Sept.  1810, 
was  tutor  in  Yale  College  for  one  year :  attended  Lectures  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1811-12,  and  1812-13 — two  courses. 
Was  licensed  to  practice  by  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  Aug. 
1811.  Received  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  D.  from  Yale  College, 
Sept.  1818.  Commenced  practice  in  New  Haven,  April,  1813. 
Was  appointed  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College  the  same  year — gave  the  first  course 
of  lectures  during  the  winter  of  1813-14,  and  continued  them  for  25 
years.  In  1838,  was  transferred  to  the  department  of  Surgery,  and 
in  this  continues.  For  about  20  years  has  also  given  a  short  course 
of  lectures  to  the  senior  class  of  under  graduates. 

President  of  the  Convention  to  form  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, which  met  in  New  York,  May  1846,  and  of  the  same  in 
Philadelphia,  May,  1841,  until  the  organization  of  the  society. 
President  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  May  1853. — N.  J. 
Med.  Reporter. 


[From  the  N.  J.  Medical  Reporter.] 

EPIDEMIC  CHOLERA. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  Senator  from  New  York — the  same  gentle- 
man who,  many  of  our  readers  may  remember,  so  hospitably  enter- 
tained the  members  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  during  its 
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sessions  in  that  city  in  May  last — on  the  first  day  of  the  session  of 
the  present  Congress,  before  that  body  was  fully  organized,  and 
before  the  reception  of  the  President's  Message,  and  other  public 
documents,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  afterwards 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  the  causes 
and  the  extent  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  prevailing  on  board  emigrant 
ships,  on  the  voyage  to  this  country,  and  whether  any,  and  what  further  legis- 
lation is  needed  for  the  better  protection  of  the  health  and  lives  of  passengers 
on  board  such  vessels. 

Our  readers  may  remember  that  in  the  Reporter  for  September 
30th,  in  announcing  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  its  epidemic  form,  in 
some  parts  of  Europe,  we  expressed  the  fear  that  it  would,  ere  long, 
invade  our  shores,  as  it  seemed  to  be  pursuing  much  the  same  course 
it  did  in  the  memorable  epidemics  of  1832  and  1849.  In  England 
the  scourge  seems  to  have  met  with  a  temporary  check,  yet  it  still 
lingers  in  the  purlieus  of  Cripplegate  and  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields,  in 
London,  and  in  other  of  the  faubourgs  of  that  and  other  of  the 
maritime  cities  of  Europe.  It  would  be  well  for  us  if  it  would  remain 
there  ;  but,  while  such  a  tide  of  emigration,  which,  for  the  past  few 
months,  has  been  at  the  flood,  is  pouring  its  thousands  on  our  shores, 
from  these  very  haunts  of  disease  and  pestilence,  it  seems  hardly 
possible  for  us  to  escape.  Nor  are  we  likely  to  do  so,  in  view  of  this 
terrible  mortality  on  emigrant  vessels  during  the  month  of  November, 
referred  to  in  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Fish,  quoted  at  the  head  of  this 
article.  Of  the  whole  number  of  emigrant  vessels  that  arrived  at  the 
port  of  New  York  alone,  twenty-eight  had  cholera  on  board.  Of 
13,162  emigrants  who  took  passage  on  those  twenty-eight  ships, 
no  less  than  1141  died  of  cholera,  while  from  four  to  five 
thousand  were  afflicted  with  it  during  the  passage.  The  epidemic 
generally  broke  out  when  the  vessels  were  two  or  three  days  out,  and 
ceased  when  they  reached  soundings  on  this  side. 

We  have  no  evidence  other  than  newspaper  accounts,  that  this 
plague  is  the  true  Asiatic  Cholera,  but,  if  it  is  not,  it  is  at  least 
blazing  a  pathway,  which  may  the  coming  year  be  a  highway  for 
that  pestilence  to  invade  our  shores.  This  it  certainly  will  be,  unless 
the  present  awful  mortality  is  arrested.  That  this  condition  of  things 
on  board  our  emigrant  ships  is  not  without  local  causes,  may  be 
gathered  from  statements  in  the  newspaper  press,  describing  the  con- 
dition of  things  on  board  those  vessels.    A  writer  in  the  New  York 
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Daily  Times,  of  Dec.  1,  gives  the  following  description  of  the  revolting 
state  of  affairs  on  board  one  ship,  from  which  out  of  tOO  passengers, 
90  lives  were  lost  on  the  passage. 

"The  plaee  where  these  miserable  700  were  suffering  was  so  dark  that 
nothing  could  be  seen  without  a  light ;  the  emigrants  would  not  tell  of 
a  death,  and  in  some  instances  three  or  four  would  continue  in  a  berth  for  two 
or  three  days  beside  a  corpse,  and  the  discovery  was  only  made  at  last  by  the 
nose  of  the  sexton. 

"  The  filth  in  this  lower  region  was  nearly  knee  deep,  and  to  go  through  it  with 
the  screams  and  groans  of  the  suffering,  added  to  the  offensive  filth,  gave  you 
(as  a  minister  on  board  remarked)  a  distinct  idea  of  hell. 

"  The  filthiness  of  these  emigrants,  and  their  destitute  condition,  were 
described,  but  their  recital  would  be  too  gross  to  repeat.  It  should,  however, 
be  made  the  subject  of  careful  investigation  by  the  proper  authorities.  Talk 
of  the  horrors  of  a  slave  ship,  when  such  horrors  are  at  our  very  doors !" 

It  is  a  matter  of  sincere  congratulation  that  Senator  Fish,  in 
bringing  this  important  subject  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  has 
shown  his  determination  to  use  his  influence  in  legislating  for  the 
health  as  well  as  the  pockets  of  his  constituency  ;  and  if  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  proverb,  "  Health  makes  wealth,"  by  promoting  the  one 
he  will  surely  advance  the  other. 

We  believe  that  but  few  cases  of  this  sea  plague,  be  it  cholera  or 
no,  have  as  yet  occurred  in  any  of  our  Atlantic  cities,  though  large 
numbers  have  been  sent  to  the  Quarantine  Hospitals  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  such  preventive  measures  will  be  adopted  by  our 
Boards  of  Health,  as  will  effectually  close  the  avenues  to  its  appear- 
ance among  us. 

New  Orleans  has  not  been  so  fortunate,  for  it  appears  that  that  ill- 
starred  city,  which  is  just  recovering  from  the  effects  of  the  recent 
severe  epidemic  of  Yellow  Fever,  is  now  threatened  with  the  horrors 
of  cholera  epidemic.  We  are  not,  however,  without  hope  that  the 
cool  weather  of  the  winter  months,  aided  by  the  adoption  of  proper 
sanitary  regulations,  may  have  a  tendency  to  avert  the  threatened 
danger.  B. 

[Good.] — Penurious  Publishers,  evidently  suffering  under  acute 
myopy,  have  sent  us  detached  portions  of  publications,  odd  numbers 
of  serials,  single  volumues,  and  second  class  plates,  doubtless  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  works  cheaply  advertised.  We  beg  to  be  ex- 
cused from  the  trouble  even  of  prescribing  for  this  class  of  beings, 
who  neither  know  their  own  interest,  nor  are  liberal  enough  to  invest 
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a  cent  to  make  a  dime.  We  refer  them  to  the  newspapers  and  start- 
ing journals.  An  old  and  rich  publisher  once  told  us  that  he  made 
a  fortune  by  the  folly  and  stinginess  of  his  competitors. —  Stethoscope. 


MILK  FROM  SPAYED  COWS. 

BY  J.  U.  HECKBRMAN,  TIFFIN  CITY,  OHIO. 

Except  bread  alone,  there  is  perhaps  no  article  that  enters  so  large- 
ly into  the  consumption  of  man  as  that  of  milk.  As  food  and  drink, 
it  is  extensively  consumed  by  the  adult  portion  of  our  race,  it  consti- 
tutes the  exclusive  nourishment  of  nine  tenths  of  all  children  under 
twelve  months,  and  forms  the  chief  diet  of  the  remaining  one  tenth. 

The  chemical  and  medical  properties  of  milk  have  long  been  made 
the  subject  of  scientific  investigation,  and  long  has  the  writer  in  vain 
looked  for  something  from  the  pen  of  a  senior  observer  on  the  point 
to  which  he  now  wishes  to  direct  attention. 

It  has  ever  been  a  desideratum  in  the  rearing  of  children  who  are 
denied  the  breast  of  a  mother  or  nurse,  to  procure  milk  from  an  ani- 
mal in  which  it  approaches  nearest  to  that  of  the  human  female,  and 
which  shall  uniformly  have  the  same  constituent  properties. 

In  looking  over  the  tables  which  are  given  of  the  constituents  of 
milk,  we  seldom  meet  two  authors  who  agree  in  their  observations  ; 
indeed  so  great  are  the  discrepancies,  that  they  only  serve  to  confound 
us  in  confusion.  This  circumstance  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  dif- 
ferent animals  experimented  upon,  the  season  of  the  year,  the  charac- 
ter of  the  food  afforded,  and  the  period  of  pregnancy  or  non-pregnan- 
cy of  the  animals  at  the  time  of  the  experiments.  Taking  the  cow,  we 
find  that  exercise  and  food,  among  other  things,  greatly  effect  the 
quality  of  the  milk.  The  milk  of  cows  kept  in  the  byre  contains  a 
larger  amount  of  butyrine  than  is  afforded  by  animals  running  at 
large,  while  the  milk  of  the  latter  abounds  more  in  caseine.  So  great, 
indeed,  is  the  influence  of  food  upon  the  secretions,  that  when  cows 
are  fed  upon  bitter  or  strong  smelling  grass  or  herbs,  the  taste  and 
smell  of  such  grass  is  imparted  to  the  milk. 

Milk,  we  have  already  said,  forms  the  chief  diet  of  that  unfortunate 
class  of  infants,  who  are  reared  by  dry  nursing,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  three  fourths  of  these  die  ;  indeed,  it  has  been  said  that,  in  Lon- 
don, this  mortality  amounts  to  seven  eighths  of  the  whole  number. 
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Be  this  as  it  may,  we  do  know  the  mortality  to  be  very  great,  suffi- 
ciently so  at  least  to  demand  the  earnest  attention  of  every  physician. 

Standard  authors  direct  children  who  are  thus  reared,  or  who 
have  been  early  weaned  from  the  breast,  to  be  supported  on  milk 
largely  diluted  by  water,  and  sugar,  without,  however,  any  reference 
to  the  condition  of  the  animal  from  which  the  milk  is  derived.  This 
we  hold  to  be  a  serious  defect,  to  be  especially  so  considered,  when 
the  remedy  is  at  hand,  yet  seldom  or  never  used,  for  lack  of  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject. 

Lasaigne  found  that  the  milk  of  cows  far  advanced  in  pregnancy,, 
contains  neither  caseine,  sugar  of  milk  or  lactic  acid,  but  abounded 
in  albumen  and  uncombined  soda  ;  while  from  the  same  animal  shortly 
after  parturition,  the  three  first  named  substances  were  found,  and 
albumen  was  entirely  absent. 

It  is  now  the  received  opinion,  that  upon  the  accession  of  pregnancy 
a  woman  should  no  longer  furnish  nourishment  to  a  former  child,  and 
that  such  continuance  proves  detrimental  to  the  health  of  both  par- 
ties. These  views  are  confirmed  by  experience,  and  by  the  habits  of 
inferior  animals. 

If  the  milk  of  a  pregnant  woman  afford  improper  nutriment  to  a 
child,  surely  the  same  fluid  from  a  cow,  in  like  condition,  cannot  be- 
proper.  Remembering,  then,  that  cows,  on  the  average,  are  preg- 
nant three  fourths  of  thewhole  year,  the  inference  must  be  that  the  milk 
ordinarily  derived  from  these  animals  is  not  of  a  proper  character  to 
constitute  the  diet  of  infants. 

With  a  view  to  remedy  this  universally-existing  evil,  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  profession  the  propriety  of  having  milch  cows  spayed,  in 
order  to  procure  milk  of  a  uniform  consistency.  The  act  of  spaying 
is  performed  with  facility,  and  is  unattended  with  danger,  the  only 
precaution  necessary  being,  that  no  food  be  given  for  twelve  to  eigh- 
teen hours,  and  the  milk  drawn  immediately  before  the  operation  ; 
the  animal  becomes  kindly  disposed,  is  easily  kept,  will  yield  better 
and  a  larger  amount  of  milk  in  a  given  time,  and  is  with  great  ease 
brought  into  a  marketable  condition. 

The  steps  of  the  operation  upon  the  cow  are  the  same  as  upon  the 
calf  or  the  sow,  except  that  it  is  important  to  place  her  upon  the  right 
side,  unless  the  operator  be  left  handed.  The  best  time  for  operating 
is  about  four  weeks  after  parturition,  as  the  future  amount  of  milk 
will  depend  upon  the  quantity  given  at  the  time  of  the  operation.  For 


80 


THE  NEW-YORK 


some  weeks  after,  the  secretion  of  milk  will  be  small,  but  will  gradu- 
ally increase  until  the  amount  previously  given  is  furnished,  which  we 
have  known  continued  without  interruption  (of  course  less  in  winter 
than  in  summer)  for  the  space  of  ten  years. 

It  is  not  expected  that  every  father  can  be  circumstanced  to  keep 
a  cow  for  the  accommodation  of  his  child  ;  but  if  physicians  were  to 
direct  the  attention  of  those  who  do  keep  cows,  to  the  above  facts,  it 
would  be  found  advantageous  to  keep  the  spayed  instead  of  the  ordi- 
nary animal,  and  the  proprietors  of  milk-furnishing  dairies  would  read- 
ily furnish  the  supply,  if  the  demand  was  made.  The  facts  above 
briefly  stated,  we  think  of  sufficient  importance  to  claim  the  atten- 
tion of  every  medical  practitioner,  as  furnishing  him  the  means  of  pre- 
Tenting  much  suffering  on  the  part  of  advanced  infancy,  and  saving 
the  domestic  idol  in  the  circles  of  many  grateful  friends. —  Western 
Lancet. 


Homoeopathic  Pharmacy  Demonstrated. 

BY  H.  B.  MUSGRAVE,  M.  D..  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

To  understand  Homoeopathy,  it  is  as  necessary  to  understand  the 
mode  of  preparing  the  medicines  in  this  as  any  other  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  even  more  so,  for  this  is  the  "pathy"  which  makes  loudest 
pretensions  of  having  specifics. 

The  table  5vo.  1,  is  on  the  plan  of  Hahnemann,  and  it  is  the  one  now 
admitted  by  the  practicing  homceopathists,  sometimes  called  the  centi- 
grade potentization. 

Probably  it  may  be  as  clearly  and  fairly  expressed  in  B.  F.  Joslin's 
Address  before  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Society,  March  9th, 
184?.    He  says— 

"  Believing  that  theoretical  objections  prevent  many  from  testing 
Hahnemann's  potencies,  I  shall  attempt  to  give  a  theory  of  Potentiza- 
tion.  My  view  expressed  in  the  most  general  terms,  is  that  Hahne- 
mann's process  developes  the  power  of  a  drug  by  affecting  a  commi- 
nution, and  in  no  other  way.  This  is  the  whole  secret  of  that  incredi- 
ble power  which  experience  proves  his  preparations  to  possess.  Tri- 
turation and  mixture  with  saccharum  lactis  promote  this  developement 
just  so  far  as  they  promote  comminution  and  no  farther.  The  succes- 
sive steps  of  centigrade  dilution  promotes  this,  by  subjecting  every 
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particle  of  the  medicinal  substance  to  the  mechanical  tearing-asunder 
operation  of  the  non-medicinal  one. 

"  One  man  can,  by  Hahnemann's  process,  in  a  single  day,  effect  a 
greater  comminution  of  a  substance  than  could  have  been  effected,  in 
a  direct  mixture  and  trituration,  by  the  combined  labor  of  the  whole 
human  race,  continually  operating  since  the  creation  of  Adam. 

"  The  labor  that  built  the  pyramids  is  nothing  compared  to  that  of 
preparing  even  the  eighteenth  potence  by  such  a  process.  That  is,  by 
thoroughly  triturating  one  grain  with  a  sextillion  of  grains.  To  trit- 
urate one  grain  of  medicinal  powder  with  ninety-nine  grains  of  a  hard 
inert  powder  effects  not  merely  a  wider  separation  of  its  original  com- 
ponent masses,  but  a  division  of  those  masses,  and  a  division  more 
minute  than  would  be  practicable  by  any  amount  of  trituration  of  the 
medicinal  powder  per  se.  In  subjecting  one  grain  of  the  resulting 
powder  to  a  similar  operation  with  ninety-nine  grains  of  saccharum 
lactis,  in  order  to  obtaint  he  second  trituration,  we  render  the  group 
of  medicinal  molecules  still  smaller  than  in  the  first  trituration.  In 
forming  still  higher  triturations,  a  reduction  in  size  of  the  groups  of 
medicinal  molecules  must  be  effected  by  each  successive  operation." 

Now,  here  we  have  Hahnemann's  mode  of  preparing  medicine,  but 
a  different  theory  of  potentization.  He  contended  that  the  power  of 
the  person  that  shook  the  vials,  or  pulverized  the  medicine,  passed 
from  the  individual  into  the  medicine,  which  he  termed  spiritual  or 
dynamic  power,  and  he  found  it  necessary  to  limit  the  shaking  and 
pestling,  or  the  medicine  would  become  too  powerful. 

In  this  age  of  steam-power,  and  by  which  medicines  are  prepared, 
this  theory  had  to  be  abandoned,  for  if  it  were  true  that  the  power  of 
an  engine  was  imparted  to  the  medicine  in  grinding  and  mixing,  it 
might  do  great  damage.  Therefore  the  theory  of  comminution  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Joslin  says,  "  to  break  a  body  into  fragments  increases 
its  surface.  This  augments  with  every  succeeding  fracture.  A  peb- 
ble of  a  grain  weight  has  an  immense  surface,  when  reduced  to  an  im- 
palpable powder  by  simple  friction  in  a  mortar. 

"  But  were  it  converted  into  some  of  the  high  and  inconceivably 
fine  preparations  by  Hahnemann's  process,  the  stony  surface  alone,  in- 
dependently of  the  sugar,  might  exceed  the  surface  of  the  globe  we 
inhabit." 

This  position  contains  a  truism  and  an  impossibility.  1st.  It  is  true 
that  breaking  a  body  into  fragments  increases  its  surface,  but  only 
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about  one-third  at  each  simple  division.  2nd.  It  is  not  true  or  even 
probable  that  a  grain  of  medicine  mixed  in  the  manner  proposed  would 
divide  into  more  than  one  hundred  million  parts  or  the  4th  potency, 
for  when  a  grain  of  this  mixture  is  mixed  with  ninety-nine  grains  of 
fresh  sugar  of  coarser  particles,  it  would  be  shielded  in  the  angular 
spaces  until  the  particles  of  sugar  were  broken  as  fine  as  the  medicine, 
and  this  practically  would  be  the  ultimatum. 

Here  practically  we  have  only  the  fourth  potency,  or  one  grain 
mixed  with  fourteen  hogsheads  of  sugar. 

Well  might  he  say,  if  it  were  converted  into  the  high  preparations 
of  Hahnemann,  the  surface  of  a  grain  would  exceed  the  surface  of  this 
globe,  because  it  takes  a  lump  of  sugar  ten  times  as  large  as  the 
globe  to  convert  it  into  the  fifteenth  potency,  and  if  the  particles  were 
equally  distributed  through  the  mass,  a  particle  to  each  grain,  it 
would  exceed  the  surface  many  million  times. 

Now  we  have  gone  as  far  as  the  bounds  of  practicability,  we  will 
make  some  mathematical  calculations,  that  we  may  comprehend  the 
quantity  of  the  different  potencies,  and  the  mass  of  sugar  to  prepare 
them.    (See  table  No.  1.) 

The  first  potency  takes  one  grain  of  the  medicine  and  ninety-nine 
grains  of  sugar,  making  of  the  mixture  one  hundred  grains,  represent- 
ed thus  ,J0,  the  numerator  representing  the  medicine,  and  the  denomi- 
nator the  mass. 

The  second  potency  requires  one  hundred  times  the  first,  and  so  on 
in  geometrical  progression,  applicable  to  the  sugar  only,  there  being 
only  one  grain  of  the  medicine  in  the  whole  series.  This  potency  re- 
quires about  one  pound  and  a  half  (lb.  1.428).  The  third,  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  pounds.  The  fourth,  fourteen  hogsheads  (of  one 
thousand  pounds  each.)  The  fifth,  one  thousand  four  hundred  hogs- 
heads. The  sixth,  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  hogsheads.  The 
seventh,  fourteen  million  hogsheads,  which  is  about  the  product  of  the 
United  States  in  fourteen  years.  The  eighth,  requires  the  product  of 
fourteen  hundred  years.  The  ninth,  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
years.  The  tenth  fourteen  million  years.  The  eleventh,  one  thousand 
four  hundred  million  years.  The  twelfth  would  take  a  mass  about  as 
large  as  the  planet  Vesta.  The  thirteenth,  about  the  size  of  Juno. 
The  fourteenth,  a  mass  as  large  as  Testa,  Juno,  Ceres,  Pallas,  Moon 
and  Mercury.  The  Earth,  Mars  and  Venus,  and  all  the  previous 
mentioned  planets,  will  not  make  a  mass  sufficient  for  the  fifteenth 
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petency.  The  sixteenth  potency  requires  a  mass  about  as  large  as 
Saturn.  The  seventeenth  potency  requires  a  mass  larger  than  all  the 
thirteen  planets  named,  added  together.  The  eighteenth  potency 
requires  a  mass  seven  times  as  large  as  the  sun  and  all  her  planets. 
This  is  called  the  sextillionth  potency  or  division  of  the  medicine,  and 
takes  one  figure  more  than  compute  the  grains  in  the  sun  and  all  her 
planets.  Hahnemann's  greatest  power  was  the  decillionth  or  thirtieth 
potency,  or  a  unit  with  sixty  cyphers  annexed.* 

(See  table  No.  2.)  The  Sun  is  a  mass  the  mind  cannot  compre- 
hend without  comparing  it  with  other  bodies.  Its  diameter  is  about 
nine  hundred  thousand  miles,  and  contains  a  volume  of  matter  equal 
to  about  one  million  and  a  half  of  globes  the  size  of  our  earth. 

Suppose  it  were  a  hollow  sphere,  and  we  place  the  earth  and  moon 
and  Herschell,  which  is  eighty-one  times  larger  than  this  earth,  and 
Le  Terrier  ninety  times  larger  than  this  earth,  Saturn  eleven  hundred 
times  larger  than  this  earth,  and  Jupiter  about  thirteen  hundred 
times  larger  than  this  earth,  all  in  its  interior.  They  could  all  revolve 
in  orbits,  and  never  be  nearer  each  other  than  the  moon  to  our 
earth,  which  is  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  miles. 

We  have  now  reached  the  eighteenth  potency,  and  all  the  solar 
system  is  absorbed.  If  we  wish  to  calculate  the  mass  that  it  would 
require  for  the  thirteenth  potency,  multiply  the  total  number  of  grains 
in  the  solar  system,  (one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  quintillions, )  by 
the  number  of  grains  in  the  planet  Vesta,  (four  quadrillions,)  and  the 
product  will  be  about  half  enough  to  mix  one  grain  to  the  thirtieth 
potency. 

The  probabilities  are,  that  we  are  using  sugar  containing  more 
arsenic  from  the  poisoning  of  rats  than  is  in  the  sixth  potency. 

If  a  rat  had  been  poisoned  with  arsenic,  on  a  sugar  plantation,  fifty 
years  ago,  and  there  has  been  annually  fourteen  hogsheads  of  sugar 
produced,  and  it  receives  annually  one  hundredth  part  of  a  grain  of 
arsenic,  it  has  been  and  will  be  for  fifty  years  to  come,  all  of  the  fifth 
potency  ;  therefore  there  is  not  much  doubt  that  all  the  sugar  used  is 
at  least  of  the  fifth  potency  of  arsenic. 

But  no  fears  need  be  entertained  on  that  score,  for  each  of  us  would 
have  to  swallow  one  hundred  hogsheads  to  get  the  fourteenth  part  of 

*  Homocopathists  use  the  English  notation,  that  is,  a  million  involved  to  the  tenth 
power,  or  a  unit  with  sixty  cyphers  annexed,  make  a  decillion.  According  to  the 
French  notation,  a  thousand  involved  to  the  eleventh  power,  or  a  unit  with  thirty-there 
cyphers  annexed,  make  a  decillion. 
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a  grain  of  arsenic,  which  is  a  safe  dose  to  give  in  common  practice. 
Sugar  honestly  prepared  to  the  fourth  potency  would  not  be  injured 
as  an  article  of  food,  as  domestically  used,  and  even  the  third  might 
be  used  without  any  deleterious  effect. 

The  preparation  in  liquid  form  is  the  most  certain  to  be  of  equal 
dilution,  or  to  have  the  medicine  most  equally  distributed  through  all 
parts  of  it.  But  to  prepare  the  dilutions  as  Hahnemann,  (which  is  to 
bring  it  to  the  third  or  fourth  trituration  with  sugar,  and  then  com- 
mence with  a  grain  in  ninety-nine  drops  of  water,  and  shake,  then 
take  one  drop  of  this  last  mixture  and  mix  with  ninety-nine  more  drops 
of  water  and  shake  as  before,  and  so  on  for  each  potency,)  will  be  very 
uncertain,  because  if  we  take  any  medicine  either  soluble  or  insoluble, 
and  triturate  with  sugar  to  the  third  potency,  and  take  one  grain  of 
this  mass,  the  chances  are  one  hundred  against  to  one  in  favor  of 
there  being  one  particle  of  the  medicine  in  the  grain  selected  ;  hence 
homceopathists  have  concluded  that  any  medicine  of  the  second  or 
third  trituration  was  soluble. 

All  the  water  flowing  in  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  from  Pitts- 
burg and  St.  Louis,  must  be  at  least  of  the  twelfth  potency  of  arsenic, 
from  the  poisoning  of  rats  in  those  cities.  Yet  it  takes  one  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  hogsheads  of  arsenic  thrown  into  the  rivers  annu- 
ally to  make  the  water  of  the  fourth  potency,  which  still  will  not  be 
deleterious.  If  any  more  than  this  quantity  should  be  thrown  in,  the 
inhabitants  of  cities  using  the  river  water  will  undoubtedly  be  apprised 
of  it. 

Suppose  the  waters  surrounding  this  globe  make  up  one  thousandth 
of  its  mass,  there  then  would  be  just  enough  water  in  all  the  oceans, 
lakes,  rivers  and  atmosphere  belonging  to  it,  to  prepare  one  grain  to 
the  thirteenth  potency. 

Now,  it  is  a  fact  that  homoeopathic  preparations,  when  carried 
above  the  fourth  and  fifth  potency,  must  be  calculated  mathematically, 
because  practically  they  cannot  be  carried  farther  ;  and  therefore  it 
will  not  be  expected  here  to  discuss  homoeopathic  therapeutics,  or  cast 
any  reflection  on  your  understanding,  by  speaking  of  the  success  of 
those  figurative  -potencies  in  removing  diseases. 
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It  is  a  general  law  that  the  planets  decrease  in  density  as  their 
distance  from  the  sun  increases.  According  to  recent  experiments* 
the  mean  density  of  the  earth  is  five  and  forty-four  hundredths  greater 
than  water,  [5.44.]  By  placing  the  mean  density  at  five,  it  gives  a 
specific  gravity  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  cubic  foot ;  and  suppos- 
ing this  earth  would  cuhe  seven  thousand  miles,  it  gives  in  round 
numbers  one  hundred  thousand  quadrillions  of  grains,  or  a  unit  with 
twenty-nine  cyphers.  Taking  the  density  of  the  earth  as  a  mean  for 
all  our  solar  system,  the  following  table  will  show  the  amount  in  grains 
of  each  planetary  body  and  their  total  magnitude. 


PLANET.  GRAINS. 

Sun ,  1 40 ,5  84 ,416 ,195 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 

Jupiter,   128,981,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 

Saturn   110 ,054 ,000,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 

Le  Verrier  or  Neptune   9,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 

Herschell  or  Uranua,   8,157,020,000,000,000,000,000,000,000  000 

Earth,   100,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 

"Venus,   88 ,974 ,000 ,000 ,000,000 ,000 ,000,000 ,000 

Mars   15 ,123 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 

Mercury,   »,339,O00,00O,000,000,O00,OO0,O0O,00O 

Moon ,   2 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000,000 ,000,000 

Pallas   1 ,669 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000,000 ,000 

Ceres   796 .000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 

Juno,   543,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 

"Vesta,   4,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 


Total,  140,840,822,663,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 
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Back  numbers,  or  back  volumes,  may  still  be  had,  by  applying  to 
the  Editor,  while  any  remain,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  volume. 

JS@=  A  few  more  Advertisements  are  admissible  on  the  usual 
terms. 

All  Communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  852 
Broadway, 


MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 

In  our  last  number  we  alluded  to  the  anatomical  bill,  which  has 
since  then  been  introduced,  and  having  passed  the  Senate,  is  now 
before  the  Assembly  for  concurrence.  We  expressed  our  apprehen- 
sions for  the  fate  of  the  law,  lest  the  source  of  its  introduction  should 
prejudice  its  passage,  and  predicted  its  failure  unless  the  profession  of 
the  State  should  rally  in  its  behalf.  At  that  time  we  had  not  seen 
the  proposed  form  of  enactment,  which  has  since  been  published,  and 
has  called  forth  comments  from  the  public  press,  pro  et  contra,  upon 
which  we  have  somewhat  to  say. 

The  tone  of  remark  everywhere  shows  that  public  opinion,  as 
shadowed  forth  by  the  press,  is  now  favorably  impressed  with  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  some  legal  provision  for  the  cultivation  of 
anatomical  science,  by  authorizing  human  dissection  under  suitable 
restrictions,  to  protect  the  prejudices  and  feelings  of  survivors. 

But  there  are  grave  objections  to  the  present  bill  before  the  Legis- 
lature, which  ought,  and  we  believe  will,  prevent  its  passage  by  the 
Assembly,  without  important  alterations  and  amendments  ;  although 
we  hope  the  State  Medical  Society  will  prepare  the  draft  of  a  new 
law,  and  have  it  substituted,  if  possible,  for  that  now  pending. 

Several  of  the  editorial  criticisms  we  have  seen  indicate  objections 
to  the  present  and  pending  law,  which  commend  themselves  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature.  The  fact  that  it  proposes  a  mono- 
poly in  favor  of  the  few,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many,  should  be  fatal 
to  its  passage.  It  authorizes  trustees  and  professors  in  Medical  Col- 
leges to  procure  subjects  for  dissection,  and  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
public  officers  to  deliver,  to  their  order,  the  dead  from  prisons,  hospi- 
tals, almshouses,  &c,  when  unclaimed  by  their  friends  within  24 
hours,  &c,  and  this  without  taxing  the  colleges  for  this  monopoly. 

Private  teachers  of  anatomy,  physicians  and  surgeons,  who,  for 
their  private  pupils,  need  a  supply  of  subjects  quite  as  urgently  as  the 
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colleges,  are  by  this  bill  left  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  several  public 
institutions  whose  trustees  and  professors  are  to  enjoy  this  monopoly, 
and  who  may  drive  a  lucrative  trade  in  bodies  which  cost  them 
/nothing,  but  for  which  they  may  demand  any  price.  Their  extortions 
may  equal  those  of  the  present  race  of  "  resurrectionists,"  who  have 
been  exacting  from  50  to  15  dollars  a  piece  for  the  bodies  of  the 
dead,  wbich  they  steal  from  public  or  private  cemeteries,  and  have  to 
be  paid  for  the  risk  of  the  States  Prison  which  they  incur  in  this 
criminal  traffic.  The  passage  of  this  bill  would  be  followed  by  these 
and  other  practical  mischiefs,  and  only  prompt  to  a  speedy  public 
demand  for  its  repeal. 

No  law  on  the  subject,  which  does  not  place  the  whole  profession 
of  the  State  on  a  footing  with  the  medical  colleges,  in  regard  to 
profiting  by  its  provisions,  should  ever  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
Legislature.  It  will  otherwise  lead  to  the  multiplication  of  colleges, 
for  the  sake  of  the  traffic  in  dead  bodies,  known  to  be  more  profitable 
than  the  fees  for  lecturing,  especially  if  the  colleges  are  to  be  supplied 
gratuitously. 

An  ample  supply  of  human  bodies  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of 
all  the  colleges,  and  all  private  physicians  of  the  State,  will  be  fur- 
nished, if  persons  dying  in  prisons,  hospitals,  and  almshouses,  whose 
bodies  are  not  claimed  by  relatives  or  friends  within  a  reasonable 
time — say  48  hours — shall  be  surrendered  by  the  officers  of  these 
institutions  to  such  medical  men  as  may  apply  for  them,  they  giving 
security  that  the  dissections  shall  be  conducted  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  sensibilities  and  feelings  of  the  living,  and  the  remains  so  disposed 
of  as  not  to  become  a  public  nuisance  by  any  revolting  or  indecent 
exposure,  offensive  to  the  senses,  or  endangering  the  public  health. 

The  several  medical  colleges  could  then  supply  all  their  wants,  but 
would  enjoy  no  monopoly,  and  every  physician  in  the  State  could  be 
supplied  on  equal  terms.  There  would  then  be  no  pretext  for  the 
revolting  traffic  in  the  dead  which  any  monopoly  would  create.  Med- 
ical students  will  else,  as  heretofore,  be  taxed  from  20  to  75  dollars 
for  every  dead  body  they  need  for  dissection,  and  private  physicians 
and  surgeons  would  be  compelled  to  purchase  at  any  price  the  colleges 
might  demand,  while  they  would  be  obtaining  them  gratuitously. 

To  legislate  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  colleges,  at  the  expense 
of  the  great  body  of  the  profession,  will  be  to  array  the  Faculty  in 
and  out  of  the  colleges  in  hostile  attitude  towards  each  other,  on  a 
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subject  in  relation  to  which  all  have  equal  claims  and  equal  interests  ; 
nor  could  such  legislation  result  in  the  public  benefit. 


OLD  FOGIES  AND  YOUNG  AMERICANS 

Are  the  cant  phrases  employed  to  designate  the  Conservatives  and 
the  Progressives  among  politicians  ;  and  certain  wiseacres  are  ever 
laboring  to  introduce  into  our  profession  similar  distinctions.  Old  and 
New  Schools  have  not  been  found  sufficiently  explicit,  and  hence  the 
term  "Young  Physic"  has  been  employed  by  Dr.  Forbes  and  other 
would-be  reformers,  including  Dr.  Dickson  of  London,  and  his  protege 
Dr.  Turner,  in  New  York,  both  of  whom  aim  to  take  a  monopoly  of 
this  title,  and  are  ever  reiterating  "  Young  Physic"  as  the  nomme  de 
guerre  of  Chrono-Thermalism. 

The  profession  proper  will  neither  use  nor  bear  any  of  these  nick- 
names. Rational  and  scientific  medicine  is  as  old  as  Hippocrates,  and 
as  young  as  the  most  verdant  of  the  disciples  of  "  Young  Physic." 
While  reverencing  and  retaining  all  that  is  valuable  and  useful  in 
scholastic  medicine,  as  anciently  taught  and  practised,  every  well-edu- 
cated physician  has  superadded  thereto  whatever  of  truth  in  theory, 
or  utility  in  practice,  has  been  developed  in  the  progress  of  science,  or 
in  the  experience  of  our  art  during  the  past  and  present  century.  All 
such  are  posted  up  to  the  latest  dates  in  the  improvements,  inventions 
and  discoveries  which  are  perennially  made  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
avail  themselves  of  all,  so  far  as  they  can  be  made  useful  to  their  pa- 
tients ;  not  by  rejecting  or  forgetting  their  previous  knowledge,  but 
while  retaining  their  vantage  ground  of  conservatism,  they  are  ever 
keeping  up  with  the  march  of  progress  by  inquiry,  observation  and 
experiment,  as  prompted  by  the  periodical  medical  press  which  eagerly 
promulgates  whatever  is  either  new  or  useful. 

Much  of  obscurity  and  even  delusion  prevails  in  relation  to  the 
pretensions  of  "  Young  Physic,"  many  of  its  disciples,  ignorant  of 
"  Old  Physic"  about  which  they  nevertheless  prate,  assuming  that  a 
radical  revolution  has  commenced,  of  which  they  modestly  claim  to  be 
the  pioneers.  If  they  do  not  like  Hahnemann,  denounce  all  medical 
learning  as  the  "learned  lumber  of  the  schools  or,  like  Dickson  & 
Co.,  declaim  over  the  "  Fallacies  of  the  Faculty,"  which  they  profess 
to  have  detected  and  exposed  ;  yet  they  nevertheless  speak  and  write 
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as  though  they  had  rejected  everything  in  ancient  medical  science, 
however  venerable,  and  repudiated  all  the  teachings  of  the  schools, 
while  themselves  profoundly  ignorant  of  both  ;  and  as  though  they 
had  invented  or  adopted  something  absolutely  new,  which  owed  no 
dependence  upon,  or  relations  to  the  past,  and  which  their  sagacity 
has  constructed  de  novo. 

Now  we  venture  to  affirm  as  susceptible  of  demonstrable  proof, 
that  there  is  no  form  or  phrase  of  "  Young  Physic"  as  it  is  called, 
intrinsically  worthy  of  mention  in  the  history  of  the  century,  or  des- 
tined to  survive  among  men,  which  is  not  derived  from  and  built  upon 
the  previous  teachings  of  medical  science,  and  without  which  it  could 
never  have  existed.  Such  are  all  the  truly  valuable  novelties  which 
have  been  introduced  into  every  department  of  the  healing  art  in  other 
countries  as  well  as  our  own  during  the  last  half  century.  All  such 
are  improvements  founded  on  pre-existing  knowledge,  and  deduced 
therefrom  by  genius  and  research,  and  then  promulgated  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  race. 

It  is  true  that  "Young  Physic"  may  justly  lay  claim  to  a  multitude 
of  innovations,  not  improvements,  within  the  same  period  of  time,  yet 
most  of  these  are  but  the  resurrection  of  old  medical  heresies,  which 
true  science  had  long  since  exploded.  Such  are  Hydropathy  or  the 
exclusive  water-cure, — Homoeopathy,  the  sect  of  "  know-nothings"  and 
do-nothings,  with  its  kindred  systems  of  Clairvoyance  and  Spirit-Rap- 
ping ;  not  to  allude  to  other  modern  quackeries,  whose  name  is  legion. 
But  not  a  single  valuable  or  useful  improvement  has  seen  the  light, 
which  has  not  flowed  from  pre-existing  knowledge  held  and  taught  by 
legitimate  medicine.  And  hence  none  but  physicians,  regularly  edu- 
cated and  trained  in  rational  and  scientific  medicine  have  contributed, 
or  can  contribute  one  iota  to  either  our  science  or  art. 

If  by  "  Young  Physic"  is  meant  that,  in  the  progress  of  experience, 
professional  men  are  wiser  than  they  were  yesterday,  and  that  new 
theories  and  new  remedies  have  modified  and  supplanted  the  old;  and 
that  diseases  formerly  deemed  beyond  the  reach  of  art,  are  now  suc- 
cessfully treated,  and  some  of  them  by  remedies  and  operations  for- 
merly unknown ;  all  this  may  be  conceded  as  the  results  of  cumulated 
experience  and  observation  in  legitimate  medicine,  by  its  own  votaries. 
No  new-light  reformers  or  system-makers  have  contributed  in  the  least 
to  any  one  of  the  changes  of  which  the  present  century  has  been  so 
prolific,  either  in  the  theory  or  practice  of  the  healing  art. 
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But  "Young  Physic,"  so  called,  has  attempted  the  introduction  of 
medical  heresies,  denounced  the  most  valuable  resources  and  applian- 
ces of  therapeutics,  created  popular  prejudices  against  the  most  useful 
remedies,  and  to  some  extent  awakened  popular  distrust  in  the  claims 
of  medical  science  to  confidence.  The  results  have  been  deplorably 
mischievous  to  the  public  health,  for,  as  has  been  well  said,  "false 
medical  theories  have  destroyed  more  human  lives  than  war,  pestilence, 
or  famine,"  and  the  present  reigning  quackeries  will  have  slain  a  whole 
hecatomb  of  victims  before  popular  delusion  will  have  an  end. 

For  example,  Homoeopathy  is  justly  chargeable  with  the  increase 
of  fatal  maladies,  wherever  families  or  individuals  are  seduced  into  its 
snares,  not  so  much  by  what  the  system  does,  as  by  what  it  leaves  un- 
done. Its  sins  of  omission,  rather  than  of  commission,  are  exemplified 
in  the  increased  mortality  of  every  form  of  congestive  disease,  and  es- 
pecially in  the  multiplication  of  deaths  by  paralysis,  which  are  more 
numerous  in  every  community  in  proportion  to  the  influence  which  this 
heresy  acquires.  In  the  days  of  Abernethy  with  his  blue  pill,  black 
draught,  and  low  diet,  paralytic  diseases  were  on  the  decrease  in  Eng- 
land, as  they  were  here  when  Rush  and  his  disciples  relieved  the  con- 
gestions upon  which  they  depend  by  the  lancet,  and  calomel  and  jalap. 
A  race  of  pigmies  have  been  trained  up  to  deride  and  ignore  these 
and  other  worthies  in  rational  medicine,  but  the  ratio  of  mortality, 
while  diminishing  annually  in  chronic  and  other  tardy  maladies,  is  in- 
creasing with  congestive,  paralytic  and  dropsical  diseases,  as  statistics 
show.  To  demonstrate  this  result  of  so-called  "EYoung  Physic"  must 
form  the  subject  of  a  future  article. 


DRS.  BAUER  AND  BARTHELMESS, 

Of  Brooklyn,  at  their  Orthopaedic  Institution,  have  received  an 
extent  of  patronage  and  achieved  a  success  which  shows  that  defor- 
mities of  the  limbs  and  diseases  of  the  joints  are  very  numerous  among 
children,  and  that  many  of  these  are  found  to  be  remediable  by  their 
surgical  and  mechanical  appliances.    See  advertisement. 


DR.  MARSH, 

Whose  advertisement  is  found  in  our  columns,  has  constructed  a 
modification  in  the  pads  of  his  Trusses,  which  promises  to  be  both 
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popular  and  useful.  In  a  recent  instance  of  its  application  under  our 
own  observation,  a  radical  cure  has  been  effected  by  wearing  Dr. 
Marsh's  Truss,  in  a  very  bad  case  of  Exomphalos.  He  has  published 
a  well-written  pamphlet  on  the  whole  subject  of  Hernia,  with  illustra- 
tions adapted  to  popular  instruction. 

Dr  M.  is  also  the  agent  for  the  Galvanic  Supporters  of  Seymour  & 
Co.,  so  highly  commended  by  Dr.  Cleaveland  in  a  recent  article  in 
the  Gazette. 


By  the  announcement  of  Catalogne  &  Co.  in  another  column,  it  will 
be  seen  that  they  have  a  depot  in  this  city  for  the  supply  of  physicians 
with  these  Capsules,  which  on  trial  we  have  found  to  be  reliable,  and 
can  heartily  recommend  them  as  worthy  of  confidence. 


A  young  lady  lately  called  in  our  office,  and  puzzled  us  to  discover 
which  of  her  limbs  had  been  amputated,  though  she  briskly  paced  the 
floor  without  the  least  apparent  lameness,  so  admirably  had  her  friend 
Dr.  Hudson  adjusted  one  of  Palmer's  artificial  legs. 


Receipts  for  1854,  not  otherwise  acknowledged. — Drs.  T.  R.  Beck,  Steb- 
bins,  G.  B.  Wood,  J.  Campbell,  Burwell,  Close,  Joyner,  Collins,  Gross,  Perkins, 
Parmele,  Richardson.  G.  Campbell,  Harrison,  Boyd,  Elliott,  Wallace,  Latson, 
Blatchford,Sayre.  Skilton,  Handy,  Corson,  Childs,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Schieffelin, 
Milhau,  Stilwell,  Passmore,  Hyslop,  Sharrock,  Kissam,  Farlin,  Marvin,  Chilton, 
Neilson,  H.  Green,  P.  F.  Eve.  Allen.  March,  Proudfoot,  Rannay,  McClellan, 
Vandervort,  Pratt,  Fitch,  Griffin,  Andrews,  Crane,  Taylor,  Gilman,  0.  White, 
R.  Parker,  McNair,  Joekin,  Miner,  Emmet,  Elder,  Kammere,  Hunter,  Jones, 
Barlow,  Lidell,  A.  S.  Purdy,  Chalmers,  H.  G.  Cox,  Lattimore,  Sims,  Ludlow, 
Sabine,  Miller,  J.  M.  Smith,  Wooster,  Beadle,  Cairns,  Moore,  Taylor,  Blakeman, 
Forbes,  Blois,  Thebaud,  Power,  Levings,  Delluc,  Maxwell,  Hoffman,  Roberts, 
Henry,  Gilmore. 


COPAIVA  BALSAM  GLUTEN  CAPSULES. 
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UNIVERSITY  of  NASHVILLE 
Medical  Department. — The  Annual  Course 
of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will  commence 
on  Monday  the  30th  of  October  next,  and  con 
tinue  to  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March. 

Padl  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

C.  K.  Winston,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Med- 
ical Jurisprudence. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D. ,  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

William  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  Stu 
dents  on  the  first  Monday  in  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures  will  be 
given  by  the  Professors,  commencing  also  on  the 
first  Monday  of  October. 

Fee  of  each  Professor,  $15.  Matriculation 
ticket  $5;  Dissecting  ticket  $10;  Graduation  fee 
$25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  at  from 
$2,50  to  $.3  per  week.  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Dean. 

J  B.  LLNDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Tennessee. 

TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFES- 
SION—The  tin  bscriber  having  relin- 
quished the  practice  of  Medicine,  intends  devot- 
ing his  time  and  attention  to  the  practical 
details  of  Pharmacy. 

He  would  respectfully  inform  his  Medical 
brethren  that  he  has  purchased  the  Store,  No. 
809  Broadway,  lately  occupied  by  George  G. 
Coggeshall,  and  that  he  will  there  carry  on  the 
business  of  an  Apothecary  in  connection  with 
his  old  established  stand  at  No.  6  Bowery,  and 
hopes  that,  with  capable  assistants  and  strict 
attention,  he  will  merit  and  receive  a  continu- 
ance of  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed 

The  Profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in 
every  article  being  of  the  best  possible  quality 
dispensed. 

WM.  J.  OLIJFF, 
No.  6  Bowery,  and  809  Broadway,  near  11th  St 
New  York,  January,  1854. 

T  ECTURESon  OPHTHALMIC 
JLi  SURGERY.  —  The  Subscriber  will 
give  his  third  Annual  Course  of  lectures,  for 
1853  4,  on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology, 
and  Theraputics  of  the  Eye,  at  the  NEW  YORK 
OPHTHALMIC  HOSPITAL,  No.  6  Stuyvesant 
Place,  between  3d  Avenue  and  9th  St. 

The  Introductory  to  the  course  will  be  given 
on  WEDNESDAY,  Nov.  9th,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.. 
Subject  : — '  The  qualifications  requisite  to  con 
stitute  an  accomplished  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  ; 
and  the  only  means  by  which  they  may  be 
attained. " 


Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, are  respectfully  invited  to  attend. 

Tickets  for  the  Course  can  be  obtained  of  Dr. 
Stephenson,  at  his  residence,  164  East  14th  St., 
or  at  the  Hospital. 

The  profits  derived  from  these  Lectures  are  to 
be  given  to  that  institution. 

Lecture  on  Thursday  Evening  of  each  week 
luring  the  winter,  and  Cliniques  every  Tuesday, 
Thursday  and  Saturday  from  1  to  2  P.  M. 

MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 
New  York,  October  20th  1853. 


CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COL- 
LEGE.— There  are  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  annually,  in  Castleton  Medical  College. 

The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Autumnal  Sessiom 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
will  continue  four  months. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Obstetrics. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 
Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 
William  C.  Kjttridge,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

Coryolon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anato- 
my and  Physiology. 

George  Hudley,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History. 

AdrainT.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  ;  Board  from 
S2.00  to  $2,50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  M.  D., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Castleton,  Vermont,  Dec.  1,  1853. 

THE  ORTHOPEDIC  INSTI- 
TUTION, for  the  cure  of  deformities, 
457,  459  and  461  Pacific  Street,  South  Brooklyn 
affords  to  in-door  patients,  afflicted  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda- 
tion, Orthopaedic  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
at  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  private  patients  only.  The 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
clinical  instruction  will  be  given  to  Medical  Stu- 
dents, who  may  favor  the  institution  with  their 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re- 
spectfully invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
their  attention  and  visits. 
Physicians  of  the  Institution, 

L.  BAt'ER,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
(Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ortho- 
paedic Institution  in  Manchester,  G.  B.  Low,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  etc. 

R.  BARTI 1ELM ESS,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon (Wurzburg,  Bavaria,)  formerly  Assistant 
Physician  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital  of  Wurzburg 
and  of  the  City  Hospital  in  Nuremburg,  Bava- 
ria, University. 
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MARSH'S  RADICAL  CURE 
TRUSS— The  peculiarity  of  this  Truss 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certainty  with 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
outer  and  inner  ring,  thus  effectually  support- 
ing the  bowel,  and  keeping  it  absolutely  within 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  the 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  ;  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certainty 
with  which  this  is  done,  and  the  complete  im- 
mobility of  the  pad  ;  when  he  is  told  that  the 
pad  is  an  aval  ring,  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening, 
the  integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  internal  and  external  circumfer 
ence  of  the  pad,  and  thus  effectually  securing  it 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  most 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  !  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retain 
ing  Truss  ;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  open 


ted  by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 
for  its  relief,  will  be  sent  gratis  to  Phvsicians  on 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


COPA1VA  RALSAITI  OLl'TEN 
CAPSULES,  approved  by  the  Academy  of 
Medicine  in  Paris,  prepared  and  improved  by 
Mathey — Caylus,  Chemist.  Peculiar  advantages 
of  the  Gluten  Capsules. 

They  are  distinguished  from  the  other  prepar- 
ations of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantages  : 
1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  ali 
necessity  the  use  of  a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  gen- 
uine.—Now  it  is  manifest  that  this  substance 
succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of 
purity.  The  same  condition  not  being  indispen- 
sable in  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  it  frequently 
happens  that  it  is  adulterated.    There  i 


-  are  even 

some  sold  that  merely  contain  oil  sliglitbj  rJR- 

ing  of  the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cfie  H^^^J^J^i^^,  i*%?u*Bi  fraud 
known  to  every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  most  1  . {*»  'ardly  be  believed,  did  not  recent 
safely  produced  by  external  mechanical  pressure  [t ™l Tr,  ?  ,1r,,fess(?rs ,of  thf  Medlc,al 
is  equally  apparent  to  the  common  sense  of  every  ^Pharmaceutical  College  afford  ample  proofs. 


reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  has  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  of 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad. 
attached  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  is 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  of 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
screw;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressure 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  ol 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  truss 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  met 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par 
ker,  Carnachan,  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  of 
this  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor- 
ough trials  in  volumnious  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  severe 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct, 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

MARSH" &  CO.'S 

UNION"  ORTHOPEDIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  2  1-2  Maiden  Lane, 
NEW-YORK. 


Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians.  Inven 
tors  and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Support 
for  Lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine, 
for  the  cure  of  Club-Feet,  Bow-Legs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities.  Elastic  Stockings  and 
Knee-Caps ;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins, 
&c. 

A  new  style  of  Suspensory  Bandage,  superior 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  New  and 
Improved  Light,  Elastic  Suspender  Shoulder 
Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 
A  comprehensive  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip- 
tive of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  illustra- 


2d.  They  are  perfectly  endured  by  the  pa- 
tients without  their  feeling  any  uneasiness  or 
disgust. 

3d.  They  never  give  rise  to  that  fatiguing 
nausea  and  disagreeable  eructation,  or  pains  in 
the  stomach  of  which  those  who  make  use  of 
other  preparations  of  Copaiva  complain,  es]>e- 
cially  when  it  is  prepared  in  a  liquid  state.  This 
important  advantage  is  attributed,  on  the  one 
hand  to  the  slight  thickness  which  w  e  give  to 
the  Copaiva,  and  also  to  the  very  nature  of  the 
gluten  envelope  which  in  spite  of  its  extreme 
tenuity  is  however  resistant  enough  not  to  let 
the  medicinal  substance  escape  till  its  passage 
through  the  intestine. 

4th.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine 
Capsules,  they  contain  as  much  copaiva  :  which 
is  explained  by  the  difference  in  the  thickness 
of  the  envelope  ;  the  gluten  Capsule  weighing 
2  grains,  whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsule  weighs  12, 
which  can  be  easily  proved. 

5th.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that 
they  succeed  where  other  medicines  have  proved 
a  failure. 

6th,  Lastly  their  regular  shape  and  small 
volume,  so  favorable  to  deglutition,  their  agree- 
able appearance,  which  is  more  like  a  sugar- 
plum than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  more 
easy,  even  for  the  most  qualmish  medicines 
takers.    Each  bottle  holds  C4  Capsules. 

General  Depot  at 

EELIX  CATALOGNE  &  CO.. 

32  Johu  St..  N.  Y. 

Sole  Agents  for  the  United  States,  Mexico, 
Wot  Indies,  and  Cuba. 

Wholesale  and  retail  at  the  principal  Druggists. 


DR .  S .  M .  E  U  I,  I O  T  T  'S  ANrVU  AU 
COURSE  OK  LECTURES  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
including  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathol- 
ogy of  the  Human  Eye,  will  be  resumed  in  the 
second  week  of  December,  and  continued  during 
the  Winter  months.  The  Course  will  be  illus- 
trated by  magnified  Drawings,  by  Microscopic 
and  Clinical  demonstrations,  and  by  actual  Dir- 
ections of  the  Organ  in  the  presence  of  the 
Class.  Circulars  containing  full  particulars  and 
testimonials  from  the  highest  Medical  Professors 
in  New  York,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Office.  No. 
498  Broadway. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  "PALMER'S  PATENT" 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO, 
At  Philadelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  and  Manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
thing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  country  or  in  Eurpe.  Il  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations]  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  "THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  LIMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  anil  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it.  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.  It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb,  ' 
had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  and 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien- 
tific Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
binds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented, 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
P/ieux,  Paris,  forty  years,  and  M.  LALLEMANP/, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H. 
GREEN  Esq.,  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
case  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated  ; 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per- 
sons, are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
country,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit : 

"I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
invented  by  15.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is  beau- 
tiful ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos- 
sess it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VAL  ENTTNE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University. 
New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 
"I  hare  seen  several  °f  the  Artificial  Legs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use. 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.        WTLLARD  PARKER,  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Surgery  iu  the  College  of  Physicians 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  29,  1851." 

I  ara  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man- 
ufactured by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co..  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits, 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 

invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whomjj'  MASON  WARREN 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  anil  have  |>  'jj'  stllRFR 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  have 
been  operated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  I). 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 
Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc 
New  York,  April  12, 1853." 


•  Gentlemen. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers.   Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon. 
To  Messrs  B.  F.  Palmer  &  Co. 
U.  S.  Naval  Hospital.  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1851." 
'•I  have  examined  the  Artificial  I,eg  construc- 
ted by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  D. 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

Philadelphia,  March  27, 1851. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  !by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College,  Phila. ' ' 
"  I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
IiCg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON.  M.  P. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn." 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851. 

SURGEONS  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co. ,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
seem  possible.  We  recommend  them  with  plea- 
sure and  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 
assistance 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
S.  D.  TOWNSEND, 


Surgeons  and  Physicians 
to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 


N.  B. — .ill  orders  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  the 
states  of  New  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring- 
field, Mass..  where  they  will  be  executed.  All 
others  to  Philadelphia. 

B.  F.  PALMER,  E.  D.  HUDSON, 

A.  S.  CURRIER. 
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OTTO  &  KffiHLER,  58  Chatham 
Street — second  floor. — By  an  experience  of 
a  long  series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States,  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of 
Surgical  and  Orthopedical  Machines  anil  Instru 
ments,  Trusses,  Bandagts,  <£c,  <£c,  in  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our  age 
in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably.  We 
thereore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons  to  give 
us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham  st.,  (2d  floor) 
and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles,  especially 
our  improved  instrument  for  Vaccination  which 
18  the  most  finished  article  of  its  kind. 


"  ETHER-PEARLS." 

DELX.X/C  &  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
given,  without  smell,  taste  or  empuratim  ;  they 
have  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Taunatc  of  Quinine, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  eacli  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  hail  from  the  Agent: 

DELLUC  &  CO., 

PHAMA£E33TI{m  CHS2HSTS 

581  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 


TO  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention 
to  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  weU  to 
give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c,  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y 
The  KEPHAIJA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up  in 
beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  re 
tailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give 
dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser,"  of  this  city 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — "For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kepha 
Ua  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and 
promoeting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeni 
ably  fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi 
mony  of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satislied  of  its  real 
excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only  by  A. 
&  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y..  is  imi 
versally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made 
and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted  gen 
uine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com 
plexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear- 
ness and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich  st.,  New  York. 


KIVICKEKBOCKEK  I<IFE  l  \- 
SURAIVC'K  C'OITIPAIVY.  of  tub 

City  of  Nkw  York,  corner  of  Fourteenth  Street 
and  Eighth  Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker 
Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen- 
eral Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  deposited  $100,000  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
a  security  for  the  insured,  additional  to  the 
receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transact 
the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurance  on  the  most 
favorable  terms  consistent  with  security  and 
stability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  participation 
in  profits. 

DIRECTORS  : 
Erastus  Lyman,  Henry  Dean, 

Joseph  W.  Savage,  Isaac  Hendricks, 
John  B.  Kitching,  Henry  DuboiR, 

James  S.  Gibbons,  M.  Hopper  Mott, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr.  Lorain  Freeman, 
Isaac  Kip,  Jr.  Henry  Lefman, 

Pierre  C.  Kane,  Hon.  W.  Wright, 

William  Charters,  John  M'Chain, 

Mark  Cornell,  John  Denham, 

S.  C.  Wheeler,  J.  W.  Howe, 

J.  II.  Homer,  John  A.  Gun, 

B.  F.  Manierre,  W.  E.  Smith  Jr. 

Cumniings  H.  Tucker,    William  Winslow, 
Richard  H.  Bull,  Concklin  L.  Martin, 

Anthony  Thornton,       A.  Bridgeman, 
Robert  Ayres,  George  M.  Vannort, 

Gen.  Elijah  Ward.         Henry  D.  Crane, 
William  A.  Wheeler,      Charles  O.  Richardson, 
Abel  Thompson,  John  S.  Meyer, 

G-  .    Howell,  Edward  Coles, 

W  illiam  W.  Cornell,       Henry  B.  Bolster, 
James  R.  Del  Vecchio,    James  M.  Chapman, 
James  Stephens. 
ERASTUS  LYMAN,  President. 
STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER.  Vice  President. 
RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 
RICHARD  H.  BULL,  Actuary. 
DAVID  M.  REESE,  M.  D.,  Medical  Examiner,  852 
Broadway. 


COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER 

JOB  PRINTING  OFFICE, 

Corner  of  Pine  and  William  Sts.,  N.  Y. 
rM^HE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
_■_     COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER,  having  en- 
larged their  building,  have  appropriated  a  portion 
of  it  for  a  general 

mmi  &  sm  miwnm  ©fhce. 

Its  business  will  be  conducted  by  Francis  A. 
Hall,  Joun  G.  Clayton  and  John  Medole,  un- 
der the  firm  of 

HALL,  CLAYTON  &  CO. 

With  a  large  stock  of  entirely  now  Type,  an 
ample  equipment  of  Machine  Presses  of  the  most 
■approved  construction,  with  Steam  for  the 
motive  power,  and  the  aid  of  the  most  skillful 
practical  assistants  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, the  proprietors  feel  authorized  to  say, 
that  their  facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  any- 
other  establishment  for  the  prompt  and  satis- 
factory execution  of  all  work  which  may  be 
intrusted  to  them. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Druggists'  Print- 
ing of  all  descriptions. 
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©rigtnal  ^Department. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

The  discussion  of  controverted  medical  subjects  in  journals  not 
intended  for  professional  readers,  is  of  doubtful  utility  ;  not  that  cor- 
rect information  on  these  subjects  is  not  desirable,  or  would  not 
be  useful  to  general  readers,  but  from  the  fact,  that  even  the  most 
intelligent,  from  lack  of  practical  training,  are  not  competent  to  fully 
understand  and  judge  of  the  force  of  medical  facts  and  arguments;  thus 
enabling  an  ingenious  man,  who  holds  a  ready  pen,  to  make  the  worst 
appear  the  better  side,  and  give  the  semblance  of  truth  to  falsehood. 
For  these  reasons  we  regretted  that  the  subject  of  Homoeopathy  and 
Orthodoxy  should  have  been  admitted  into  Putnam's  Magazine!  In 
the  No.  for  December  was  an  article  under  the  head  of  "  Orthodoxy 
versus  Homoeopathy,"  in  which  statements  and  assertions  are  made  in 
such  a  plausible  and  confident  manner,  in  support  of  the  latter,  that 
many  of  the  readers  of  Putnam  may  mistake  them  for  irrefutable 
arguments,  and  thus  become  converts  to  that  baseless  system ;  for,  like 
Sir  Thomas  Moore's  Utopia,  it  may  be  made  to  appear  very  fascina- 
ting upon  paper.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  those  who  cannot 
know  the  fallacy  of  the  facts  by  which  it  is  supported,  should  be 
beguiled  by  it,  and  become  its  zealous  adherents.  On  the  contrary,  no 
converts,  or  very  few,  are  made  among  medical  men,  who  are  the  only 
true  judges  of  its  merits.  They  know  that  the  facts  by  which  it  is 
supported  are  not  facts,  but  egregious  fallacies,  and  consequently  reject 
it,  as  they  are  in  honesty  and  honor  bound  to  reject  all  untruth  and 
error.  Surely  no  other  reason  could  induce  them  to  reject  a  system 
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which  claims  to  have  established  the  practice  of  medicine  upon  a  basis 
"  sure  as  gravitation,"  and  to  cure  diseases  by  most  pleasant  means, 
and  with  unerring  precision.  They  reject  it  only  for  its  want  of  truth. 
As  in  the  January  No.  of  Putnam  no  notice  or  allusion  has  been  made 
to  the  article  above  mentioned,  we  beg  permission  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  it,  in  the  Gazette. 

The  writer  says,  "  towards  the  close  of  the  last  century  a  distinguish- 
ed physician,  chemist,  and  general  scholar  of  Germany,  instituted 
experiments  upon  himself  in  order  to  ascertain  the  action  of  "  Jesuits' 
Bark"  in  the  cure  of  "  Chills  and  Fever,"  and  to  his  astonishment 
found  it  producing  "  Chills  and  Fever."  The  thought  struck  him,  if 
this  drug  cures  upon  the  principle  "  like  cures  like,"  may  not  other 
medicines  cure  in  the  same  manner.  From  this  point  he  went  on  to 
try  other  medicines,  each  of  which  he  found  producing  artificial  dis- 
eases similar  to  those  they  were  known  to  cure.  The  result  prompted 
him  to  announce  to  the  world  the  discovery  of  a  " general  principle," 
a  law  of  cure,  which  he  expressed  by  the  words,  "  similia,  similibus, 
.  curantur." 

iHere,  in  few  words,  we  have  the  sum  and  substance  of  Homoeopa- 
thy. It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  based  or  grounded  entirely  upon  the 
-supposed  discovery  of  the  aforesaid  "  general  principle,"  or  law  of  cure, 
"like  cures  like;"  and  if  it  can  be  made  to  appear  that  this  "general 
principle"  has  no  existence  out  of  the  brains  of  a  few  visionary  men,  or 
at  any  rate  has  not  yet  been  discovered,  then  all  that  has  been  reared 
npon  that  basis  is  visionary  and  false. 

Now  with  respect  to  the  experiment  that  led  to  the  grand  discovery, 
that  with  the  "  Jesuits'  Bark,"  we  deny  its  correctness.  We  have 
probably  made  as  many  experiments  with  "Jesuits'  Bark"  as  Hahne- 
man — at  any  rate  enough  to  perfectly  satisfy  us  that  it  will  not  produce 
*'  Chills  and  Fever"  in  a  healthy  person,  or  any  person,  if  by  Chills 
and  Fever  be  meant  "  Intermittent  Fever,"  the  disease  for  which  it  is 
the  most  certain  cure ;  given  to  a  person  in  health  in  sufficient  doses 
and  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  it  will  so  interrupt  the  healthy  func- 
tions of  the  various  organs  of  the  system,  especially  the  brain,  as  to 
produce  fever  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  fever,  by  whatever  irritation 
•produced,  is  almost  universally  accompanied  or  preceded  by  chills. 
But  this  is  by  no  means  "  Intermittent  Fever,"  the  disease  for  which 
"  bark"  is  the  "  specific"  remedy.  Moreover,  this  same  kind  of  "  Chills 
■  land  Fever"  may  be  produced  by  fifty  other  drugs  that  will  not  cure 
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Intermittent  Fever.  If  it  could  be  made  to  produce  "  Chills  and 
Fever,"  recurring  every  second  or  third  day,  or  at  regular  periods, 
leaving  the  subject  during  the  intervals  free  from  fever  or  chills,  and 
in  comparative  health,  it  might  then  be  claimed  as  a  fact  corrobora- 
tive of  the  truth  of  Homoeopathy.  But  it  will  produce  no  such  effects, 
and  the  experiments  of  Hahneman  with  "  bark,"  continually  reiterated 
by  his  followers  as  having  produced  such  remarkable  results,  we  most 
unqualifiedly  affirmed  to  be  unreliable  and  fallacious,  and  that  no  de- 
peudance  can  be  placed  upon  them.  And  the  results  of  his  experiments 
with  other  drugs,  so  far  as  our  observations,  which  have  not  been  very 
limited,  extend,  are  just  as  unreliable  as  those  with  "  bark,"  and  a  host 
of  sober,  careful  searchers  after  truth,  by  thousands  of  experiments, 
have  proved  this  fact  most  conclusively.  Between  his  causes  and 
effects  no  relation  can  be  proved  except  by  that  convenient  method  of 
reasoning,  post  hoc,  ergo  propter  hoc  ;  thus,  if  a  person  under  experi- 
ment, after  having  swallowed  a  portion  of  any  drug,  should  have  an 
itching  in  his  palm,  a  disposition  to  gape,  a  twitching  of  the  eye-lids, 
or  any  peculiar  emotion  of  mind,  depression  of  spirits,  or  the  contrary, 
forthwith  these  effects  were  put  on  record,  and  a  jump  made  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  drug  taken  was  the  cause.  This  jumping  to  con- 
clusions by  the  "  post  hoc"  method  makes  his  "  Materia  Medica  Pura," 
so  vaunted  by  the  writer  in  Putnam,  a  collection  of  the  wildest  con- 
ceits and  most  absurd  puerilities  that  ever  proceeded  from  the  mind  of  a 
sane  man.  In  this  judgment  we  are  confident  that  nineteen  out  of 
every  twenty  medical  men,  in  this  or  any  other  civilized  country,  will 
concur,  and  these  are  the  only  true  judges  in  the  matter. 

There  was  another  great  discovery  made  by  that  distinguished 
physician,  chemist  and  scholar,  the  Father  of  Homoeopathy,  of  scarcely 
less  importance  to  the  world  than  his  "  general  principle,"  although 
scarcely,  if  at  all,  alluded  to  by  the  writer  in  Putnam ;  we  refer  to  the 
potency  of  "  infinitesimal  doses."  He  merely  says,  that  "  he  diminished 
his  doses."  If  he  insists  on  the  correctness  of  Hahneman's  experi- 
ments with  "  bark"  we  shall  hold  him  to  the  endorsement  of  those 
with  "  Infinitesimals."  In  fact  he  cannot  repudiate  the  last  without 
repudiating  the  first ;  they  are  in  the  same  category,  and  must  stand 
or  fall  together.  Hahneman  informs  us  that  his  experiments  with 
infinitesimals  were  innumerable;  that  they  were  made  with  great  care, 
and  the  results  palpable  and  undoubted,  by  himself,  and  those  who 
deny  their  correctness,  deny  that  any  confidence  can  be  placed  in 
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Hahneman  at  all.  This  follows  infallibly.  We  will  give  you  one 
sample  of  the  power  of  "Infinitesimals"  related  by  him,  with  all 
gravity.  The  medicine  in  this  case  was  the  Tinct.  Drosserae,  of  which 
any  one  may  take  a  teaspoonful  of  the  saturated  Tincture  without 
inconvenience.  Ten  drops,  he  states,  of  the  thirtieth  dilution,  and 
sixty  shakes,  killed  a  child  in  consequence  of  its  being  an  over-dose. 
In  making  the  dilutions,  one  drop  of  the  simple  Tincture  is  taken  and 
diluted  with  100  drops  of  Alcohol  ;  of  this  one  drop  is  taken  again, 
and  diluted  with  100  drops  of  Alcohol,  and  so  on  to  thirty  times. 
The  thirtieth  dilution,  therefore,  contains  the  following  part  of  one 

DUution     1st.       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9      10     11     12     13      14  15 

drop,  viz:  100.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00. 

16     17     18     19     20     21     22     23     24     25     26     27     28     29  30 

00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  00.  Some  may 
be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  this  is  most  ineffable  nonsense  !"  Well,  if  it  is, 
it  is  Homoeopathy. 

The  writer  in  Putnam,  in  his  contrast  between  Orthodoxy  and  Hom- 
oeopathy, intends  of  course  to  place  the  latter  in  the  best  possible  point 
of  view,  so  that  lay  readers  may  see  at  once  its  superiority.  Having 
it  all  his  own  way,  he  of  course  has  done  his  best.  We  should  think, 
however,  that  even  these  lay  readers  could  see  the  absurdity  and  im- 
practicability of  the  following  :  "  Let  the  dose  be  the  smallest  that 
can  relieve — just  sufficient  to  excite  a  reaction  on  the  diseased  and 
sensitive  organ,  without  disturbing  healthy  parts." 

Let  this  be  examined  by  the  light  of  the  following  from  the  same 
article:  "The  true  Homceopathist  follows  not  experience,  that  most 
deceitful  guide  in  medicine,  but  observes  only  the  one  universal  rule, 
adapting  his  treatment  to  the  disease  as  it  is,  and  not  as  it  was.'' 
Now  we  beg  leave  to  ask  the  writer,  how,  independent  of  some  one's 
experience,  he  is  to  ascertain  the  size  of  the  dose  just  sufficient  to 
relieve — that  will  excite  a  reaction  in  the  diseased  organ,  and  not  dis- 
turb the  healthy  parts  ?  In  the  second  place,  if,  after  he  has  admin- 
istered his  dose,  a  violent  reaction,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  aggra- 
vation should  come  on,  will  the  writer  inform  us  how  he  is  to  decide 
whether  this  is  produced  by  the  medicine  or  by  the  progress  of  the 
disease  ?  If  it  should  be  from  the  medicine  and  excessive,  he  should, 
according  to  Homoeopathy,  give  an  antidote  ;  if  it  should  be  caused 
by  the  progress  of  the  disease,  then  he  should  repeat  his  dose.  If  he 
commits  an  error,  and  comes  to  a  wTong  conclusion  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
"  aggravation,"  it  may  be  fatal  to  his  patient  :  for  if  he  decides  that 
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it  is  the  Homoeopathic  aggravation,  and  gives  an  antidote,  when  it  is 
caused  by  the  regular  progress  of  the  disease,  the  patient  may  die  be- 
fore he  finds  out  his  error — at  any  rate  much  precious  time  will  be  lost. 
On  the  contrary,  if  he  decides  that  the  aggravation  is  caused  by  the 
disease,  when  it  is  in  fact  caused  by  his  medicine,  and  consequently 
administers  another  dose,  the  reaction  or  aggravation  will  be  further 
increased,  perhaps  to  a  fatal  degree  :  cannot  any  one  see,  that  even 
admitting  the  correctness  of  the  principles  for  which  he  contends, 
whatever  he  should  do,  however  he  should  decide,  it  would  be  alto- 
gether by  guess — and  that  in  an  urgent  case  he  would  be  in  the  most 
painful  dilemma  ? 

The  writer  informs  us  that  "it  is  now  sixty  years  since  Hahneman 
first  promulgated  Homoeopathy  to  the  world,  and  it  has  made  its  way 
with  astonishing  rapidity  over  the  greatest  part  of  the  civilized  world." 
Well,  what  if  it  has  ?  Is  that  any  argument  for  its  truth  ?  Has  not 
the  spread  of  the  most  absurd  delusions,  such  as  Mormonism,  Mesmer- 
ism, Spiritual  Rappings,  &c,  been  much  more  rapid  and  extensive  ? 
And  we  know  that  not  one  twentieth  part  of  the  medical  men  of  the 
civilized  world  regard  it  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  unmitigated 
humbug.  Halmeman's  "universal  law"  is  an  "ignis  fatuus"  that 
misleads  but  very  few  of  the  medical  profession,  the  majority  of  its 
pretended  followers  being  governed  merely  by  motives  of  gain.  This 
we  affirm  on  the  all-sufficient  ground,  that  they  abandon  it  in  extreme 
cases.  This  shows  their  real  opinions  infallibly.  In  the  county  in 
which  we  reside  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  physicians, 
among  whom  not  five  Homoeopaths  can  be  found  ;  and  this  county  may 
be  regarded  as  a  fair  sample  of  this  state,  this  state  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  of  the  civilized  world.  The  writer  in  Putnam  comes 
no  nearer  the  mark  than  this,  which  we  think  pretty  considerably 
wide  of  it.  Can  one  solitary  instance  be  named  in  which  an  eminent 
physician  or  surgeon,  one  known  to  fame,  has  renounced  the  Orthodox 
profession,  and  embraced  Homoeopathy  ?    Not  one.  P. 

Rhinebkck,  January,  1854. 
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On  the  Cause  of  Permanent  Flexion  of  the  Knee  Joint, 
after  Amputation  of  the  Leg. 

BY  J.  M.    CARNOCHAN,    M.  D., 

CHIEF  SURGEON  TO  THE  STATE  EMIGRANTS'  HOSPITAL,  AC. 

The  improvements  of  late  made  in  mechanical  inventions  to  supply 
the  defect  resulting  from  amputation  of  the  lower  extremity,  have 
been  practically  useful  as  regards  amputation  made  below  the  knee. 
It  is  now  no  longer  good  surgical  practice,  in  injuries  or  diseases  of 
the  foot  and  of  the  lower  part  of  the  leg,  to  amputate  at  the  former 
place  of  election — that  is,  four  fingers'  breadth  below  the  tuberosity 
of  the  tibia.  The  more  rational  principle  is  adopted,  to  remove  the 
offending  part  by  incisions  made  as  far  as  possible  from  the  trunk,  or 
from  the  centre  of  circulation.  The  former  reason  given  for  amputat- 
ing the  leg,  in  injuries  or  diseases  of  its  lower  third,  was  the  necessity 
of  having  a  short  stump,  in  order  that  the  knee  might  be  more  con- 
veniently flexed  and  adjusted  to  the  mechanical  apparatus  intended  to 
serve  as  a  substitute  for  the  original  limb.  It  was  supposed  that  the 
knee  bent  would  present  the  most  suitable  surface  to  rest  upon  the 
artificial  member,  such  as  those  formerly  in  use.  From  this  doctrine 
two  evils  resulted.  In  the  first  place,  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  leg 
were  sometimes  unnecessarily  removed  ;  and  in  the  second,  the  motion 
of  the  knee  joint  was  unavoidably  lost. 

Artificial  limbs,  as  they  are  at  present  made,  are  constructed  upon 
a  different  principle,  so  as  to  preserve  the  motion  of  the  knee  joint ; 
and  to  attain  this  end,  it  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  power  of  flexion 
and  extension,  and  the  capability  also  of  maintaining  the  stump  and 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  leg  in  a  straight  position.  These 
important  points  are  to  be  accomplished  by  attention  to  the  manner 
of  fashioning  the  flaps  or  the  incisions  of  the  operation,  to  the  care 
observed  in  applying  the  dressing,  and  to  the  position  in  which  the 
limb  is  placed  and  maintained  during  the  process  of  cicatrization. 

It  frequently  happens,  after  amputation  of  the  leg  below  the  knee, 
from  neglect  of  proper  precaution,  that  the  stump,  or  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  leg,  becomes  permanently  flexed,  so  that  it  cannot  be 
extended  in  a  straight  line  with  the  thigh ;  and,  on  this  account,  it  is 
not  possible  to  adjust  an  artificial  limb  made  according  to  the  recent 
improvements.  Under  6uch  circumstances,  it  happens  that  a  patient 
presents  himself,  some  four  or  five  months,  or  longer,  after  the  ampu- 
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tation,  to  have  the  stump  made  capable  of  perfect  extension  by  an 
operation.  In  such  a  case,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  flexion  of 
the  joint  was  maintained  by  the  long  flexors  running  from  the  pelvis 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  leg,  such  as  the  semi-tendinosus,  the  semi- 
membranosus and  biceps. 

A  recent  dissection  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  making  upon  a 
limb  amputated  many  months  previously,  satisfied  me  that  such  was 
not  the  fact.  The  limb  had  been  amputated  about  five  inches  below 
the  joint  by  the  posterior  flap  operation,  and  had  been  kept  in  a  flexed 
position  during  the  healing  of  the  stump.  When  examined  by  me,  it 
was  found  that  the  stump  could  not  be  extended  farther  than  to  make 
an  obtuse  angle  with  the  thigh,  although  natural  flexion  could  be 
easily  effected.  In  a  similar  case,  I  had  known  the  entire  muscles 
bounding  the  popliteal  region  on  both  sides  of  the  limb,  to  be  divided 
without  producing  the  desired  straight  position  of  the  limb.  The  ope- 
ration in  this  instance  was  performed  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  ex- 
tension of  the  joint,  preparatory  to  the  adjustment  of  an  artificial  leg. 

Observing  the  entire  failure  of  the  division  of  the  muscles  of  the 
ham  to  change  the  mal-position  of  the  joint,  I  concluded  that  the 
heads  of  the  gastrocnemii  or  the  ligamentary  part  of  the  joint  must 
be  at  fault.  The  recent  dissection  I  made  in  relation  to  this  point 
verifies  the  supposition,  that  the  joint  is  maintained  in  the  state  of 
permanent  flexion  by  the  action  of  the  upper  part  of  the  gastrocne- 
mius. While  the  dissection  was  being  made,  Dr.  Gould,  one  of  the 
House  Surgeons  to  the  Hospital,  noted  down  the  following  details  : 
The  subject  placed  face  downwards,  the  integuments  and  subcutane- 
ous adipo-cellular  layer  of  tissue  were  removed  from  the  posterior  sur- 
face of  the  lower  half  of  the  thigh  and  the  posterior  portion  of  the 
leg  forming  the  stump.  The  fascia  thus  exposed  was  found  perfectly 
healthy,  neither  contracted  nor  thickened.  The  sartorius  was  re- 
laxed, and  its  tendon  being  divided,  no  extension  of  the  limb  could  be 
effected.  In  like  manner  the  tendons  of  the  gracilis,  semi-tendinosus, 
fiemi-membranosus,  and  biceps  were  divided  successively,  but  still  no 
disposition  of  the  limb  to  become  extended  was  manifested,  although 
considerable  force  was  used  to  effect  this  result. 

The  teudons  of  the  above-named  muscles  were  neither  contracted 
nor  bouud  down  by  effused  lymph,  thus  proving  conclusively  that 
they  were  not  the  cause  of  the  permanently  flexed  position  of  the 
knee  joint.    The  ligaments  of  the  knee  joint  were  then  closely  ex- 
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arnined,  but  not  cat  away  ;  they  also  seemed  perfectly  natural.  On 
severing  a  fold  of  the  fascia  lata  attached  to  the  external  margin  of 
the  vastus  externus,  the  leg  yielded  slightly,  but  by  no  means  to  any 
extent.  Thus  far  everything  had  been  removed  on  the  posterior 
aspect  of  the  thigh  down  to  the  bone,  and  nothing  detected  which 
could  account  for  the  obstinate  flexion.  The  external  head  of  the 
gastrocnemius  was  next  separated  from  its  insertion  at  the  femur,  and 
the  leg  yielded  considerably;  the  internal  head  being  also  separated 
from  its  origin,  the  leg  at  once  resumed  the  extended  position  to  the 
full  extent.  The  popliteus  was  found  relaxed — the  crucial  ligaments 
slightly  contracted  from  want  of  the  natural  movements. 

The  cause  of  the  permanent  flexion  of  the  knee  joint,  after  ampu- 
tation of  the  leg,  is  thus  clearly  shown  to  be  seated  in  the  faulty 
condition  of  the  upper  portions  of  the  gastrocnemii  running  between 
the  posterior  surface  of  the  lower  part  of  the  femur  and  the  extremity 
of  the  stump.  The  fascia  lata  may  be  slightly  contracted  ;  but  the 
flexor  muscles,  which  take  their  origin  from  the  pelvis,  and  form  the 
lateral  boundaries  of  the  popliteal  region,  are  in  no  way  implicated  in 
maintaining  the  permanent  flexion  of  the  joint. 

It  is  apparent,  from  what  has  been  stated,  that  tenotomy  of  the 
ham-string  muscles  would  be  unavailing  to  restore  the  limb  to  a 
straight  position.  The  dissection  of  the'  heads  of  the  gastrocnemii 
from  their  origin  is  an  operation  of  too  serious  a  character  to  be  prac- 
tised in  such  a  case  upon  the  living  ;  and  when  the  angle  of  permanent 
flexion  is  considerable,  and  has  been  of  long  standing,  it  is  improper  to 
resort  to  such  mechanical  violence  as  would  be  requisite  to  effect 
extension  of  the  limb.  It  is  better,  under  such  circumstances,  to  use 
an  artificial  limb,  which  can  be  adapted  to  the  flexed  condition  of  the 
knee  joint.  In  order  to  preserve  to  the  patient  the  power  of  full  ex- 
tension of  the  stump  after  amputation  below  the  knee,  attention  must 
be  given  to  maintain  the  extended  position  of  the  knee  joint  during 
the  cicatrization  of  the  stump;  and  by  accomplishing  this,  an  artificial 
limb  can  be  adjusted  to  the  stump,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  retain 
the  free  extension  and  flexion  of  the  knee  joint  during  progression — 
an  advantage  which,  if  possible,  should  always  be  secured  to  the 
patient. 
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PARISIAN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

ROBERT.  OF  THE  HOSPITAL  BEAUJON, 

Has  orvEN  his  conclusions  on  Chloroform.    Read  to  the  Surgical 

Society. 

1st.  Chloroform  may  produce  death  when  mixed  with  air,  if  in  too 
3trong  proportions. 

2d.  On  account  of  difference  in  constitution,  a  dose  that  will  kill  one 
patient  will  produce  no  bad  result  upon  another. 

3d.  Asphyxia  is  not  to  be  feared  if  the  person  using  the  Chloroform 
uses  the  right  kind  of  adjuvants,  and  watches  his  patient. 

4th.  Chloroform  predisposes  to  syncopo,  and  when  this  docs  take 
place,  renders  it  more  dangerous. 

5th.  When  death  takes  place  it  is  by  syncope.  The  cessation  of 
the  pulsation  of  the  heart  takes  place  so  suddenly  at  times,  that  it 
constitutes  a  real  sideration. 

6th.  Syncope  may  take  place  at  the  commencement,  and  seems  to 
result  from  the  shock  produced  upon  the  organism  by  the  idea  of  the 
operation.  In  these  cases  syncope  may  take  place  at  once,  or  many 
hours  after  the  operation. 

7th.  All  the  anaesthetics  are  more  or  less  toxic.  But  the  Chloro- 
form is  the  most  dangerous,  as  well  as  the  most  powerful.  Ether  is 
less  dangerous  and  less  powerful.  The  mixture  of  these  two,  in  equal 
parts,  seems  to  me  to  be  the  best. 

8th.  Before  using  Chloroform,  one  must  be  very  careful  of  the  con- 
tra-indications,  either  to  reject  anaesthesia  or  to  reduce  its  quantity. 

9th.  When  Chloroform  is  used,  it  is  very  necessary  to  watch  carefully 
the  pulse  and  the  respiration. 

10th.  It  is  best  to  use  at  first  a  small  quantity,  and  to  augment  the 
dose  if  found  necessary. 

11th.  The  action  of  Chloroform  being  progressive  and  successive, 
the  continued  application  of  small  doses  will  produce  the  effect  without 
its  being  necessary  to  force  the  dose,  (or  give  a  large  one  at  once.) 

12th.  The  state  of  anaesthesia  being  produced,  you  can  prolong  it  to 
any  extent,  provided  the  inhalation  be  intermittent. 

13th.  When,  from  one  reason  or  another,  a  large  quantity  of  Chloro- 
form has  been  absorbed,  one  must  be  upon  their  guard  against  the 
consecutive  syncopes. 

14th.  In  the  case  of  grave  syncope  we  must  resort  to  the  following 
means  :  1st.  Expose  the  patient  to  pure  and  fresh  air.    2d.  Put  the 
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body  in  such  a  position  that  the  head  is  thrown  backward.  3d.  Open 
the  mouth  and  pull  the  tongue  forwards.  4th.  Practise  artificial 
respiration  by  regular  pressure  upon  the  thorax  and  abdomen.  5th. 
Use  at  the  same  time  excitants  upon  the  skin. 


Dr.  Lazoreski,  of  Montpelier,  has  lately  published  in  the  journals  a 
new  method  of  treatment  for  the  chronic  blennorrhcea.  He  says  that 
its  use  in  hemorhages  (uterine)  is  well  known.  It  has  also  been  used 
for  paralysis  of  the  bladder.  Starting  from  this  last  idea,  he  thought 
it  would  be  of  use  in  these  cases.  It  frequently  happens  that  the  dis- 
charge is  kept  up  by  a  state  of  atony  of  the  whole  system  or  of  the 
genital  organs.  The  bladder,  prostate,  or  the  canal  of  the  urethra  are 
one  or  all  simultaneously  struck  by  a  debility  which  causes  the  blen- 
norrhcea. The  employment  of  means  which  have  a  special  action  upon 
these  organs  is  indicated.  In  this  class  is  found  the  "  siegle  ergote," 
"  6elerotina  clavus,"  ergot  of  which  the  action  becomes  more  man- 
ifest when  it  is  given  with  ferruginous  salts.  He  has  cured  many 
cases,  he  says,  that  have  resisted  all  sorts  of  treatment,  and  that  have 
been  the  despair  of  doctors  and  patients.  Also,  some  chronic 
blennorrhcea,  complicated  with  stricture,  not  intense,  has  been  cured 
by  its  use,  or  at  least  have  rendered  the  cure  more  simple  and  prompt. 
His  formula  is  : 

Ergota,  (recent  pulv.)  4  grammes. 

Ferri  Sub  Carbonas,  5|  " 

Vanilla,  (pulv.)   | 

Gum  Camph.,   £  " 

Divide  xxx,  one  to  be  taken  in  the  morning  before  eating,  one  at 

night  upon  going  to  bed.    Use  at  the  same  time  a  decoction  of 

Peruvian  bark. 

The  average  length  of  treatment  is  from  ten  to  twenty  days.  Diet 
good,  not  too  rigorous. 


Gendrin,  of  the  Pitie,  and  Rostan,  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  have  given 
public  Lectures,  and  explained  their  views  of  the  Cholera.  Rostan, 
distinguishes  different  periods  and  forms ;  of  the  forms  he  makes 
three  classes,  as  in  typhoid  fever  :  The  abdominal,  which  is  the  most 
common,  the  thoracic  and  the  encephalic.  He  makes  also  three  peri- 
ode:  Invasion,  Cyanic  and  Reaction.    First,  of  invasion.    There  has 
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been  much  said  of  the  prodromic  diarrhoea,  called  by  the  English  pre- 
monitory diarrhoea.  Public  attention  was  called  to  this  fact  in  1832 
by  Guereir,  who  has  insisted  strongly  upon  it.  Rostan,  admits  the 
fact,  but  thinks  it  has  been  much  exaggerated.  He  says  invasion  of 
Cholera,  may  be  instantaneous  and  without  prodromes.  He  gives  two 
cases.  A  lady,  visiting  a  friend  sick  with  the  Cholera,  fell  from  her 
chair  in  an  instant  with  the  most  violent  symptoms  of  Cholera.  Ros- 
tan was  in  the  room.  He  caused  her  to  be  taken  home  at  once,  and 
followed  immediately.  When  he  arrived  she  was  dead.  The  other  a 
physician,  who  while  visiting  his  patients  fell  sick,  was  taken  home  at 
once,  and  died  in  an  hour.  The  diarrhoea  is  not  always  to  be  checked. 
Do  all  you  may,  in  some  cases  it  will  not  cease.  2nd.  Algic  or  cy- 
anic ;  complete  inappetence,  great  thirst,  vomiting,  and  evacuations 
incessant,  (rice  water,)  great  pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  oppression 
of  the  thorax,  tongue  cold,  flabby,  dirty  and  greyish,  evacuations 
alkaline  and  contain  albumen,  urine  suppressed  or  slight  in  quantity. 
There  would  seem  to  be,  in  some  cases,  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  aa 
this  organ  has  been  found  full,  and  relieved  by  the  catheter.  The  al- 
bumen in  the  evacuations  was  made  public  by  Michael  Levy  in  1849, 
but  Rostan,  says,  he  had  noticed  it  before.  This  fact  is  important  as 
a  prognostic,  because  it  is  in  a  proportion  to  the  intensity  of  the  symp- 
toms. In  those  cases  who  have  not  had  albumen  in  the  evacuations 
this  year,  convalesence  has  taken  place.  There  is  no  cough,  except 
in  cases  of  complication.  There  is  asphyxia  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word.  The  pulse  is  extremely  weak,  the  heart  scarcely  beats.  There 
is  a  slight  "  bruit  de  souffle,"  which  is  probably  caused  by  the  passage 
of  the  thick  blood  through  the  valves  of  the  heart.  The  animal  heat 
is  lowered,  not  only  at  the  surface,  but  towards  the  centre.  It  is 
frightful  to  see  the  effect  produced  by  this  disease  in  a  few  hours  or 
even  minutes.  A  patient  naturally  florid  and  healthy  is  attacked;  in 
a  short  time  he  looks  like  nothing  but  skin  and  bone. 

Gendrin,  at  the  Pitie,  commenced  by  saying  that  this  was  the  third 
visit  of  this  scourge.  In  1832  the  disease  was  only  known  from  books 
of  doctors  who  had  practised  in  the  East  Indies,  where  it  is  well  known 
and  well  described  in  the  sacred  books  of  the  natives.  Cholera  is 
one  of  those  diseases  which  must  be  examined  by  the  pathologist, 
becanse  it  is  one  of  those  maladies,  the  elements  of  which  can  be 
appreciated  most  easily  and  the  genesis  of  the  phenomena  determined 
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logically.  Consequently,  the  indications  for  a  rational  treatment  may 
be  deduced.  We  maintain  that  it  is  easy  to  conceive  and  institute  a 
therapeutics.  The  great  obstacle  to  a  good  treatment  is  found  in  the 
empyrical  philosophy  which  for  the  last  sixty  years  has  weighed  upon 
medicine,  and  confined  it  to  observations  without  value,  for  they  are 
without  fruit.  In  order  to  arrive  at  the  interpretation  of  the  phe- 
nomena, it  is  necessary  to  study  some  points  of  physiology.  The  in- 
testinal mucous  membrane  is  composed  of  crypts,  destined  to  bring 
continually  to  its  surface  the  products  of  secretion,  and  serves  as  an 
emunctory  to  much  of  the  serous  liquid  which  mixes  with  the  aliments 
and  fceces.  These  crypts  may  become  disturbed  and  secrete  abnor- 
mally, by  reason  of  which  the  surface  of  the  digestive  tube  finds  itself 
suddenly  covered  by  a  very  considerable  product  of  secretion.  This 
secretion  draws  its  materials  from  the  blood,  and  if  it  is  produced  in 
excess,  there  will  be  a  perturbation  in  the  plastic  functions,  since  they 
draw  out  their  elements  of  action  from  the  circulating  apparatus.  In 
the  disturbance  of  all  the  secretions  there  are  two  principal  phenomena; 
those  belonging  to  the  secreting  act,  and  those  belonging  to  the  liquid 
secreted.  If  the  products  of  secretion  pass  the  mouths  of  the  crypts 
without  being  elaborated,  these  crypts  act  like  valves,  which  in  open- 
ing let  the  immediate  materials  of  vitality  escape.  And  such  is  Chol- 
era, which  is  nothing  but  a  modified  secretion  taking  place  in  the  secre- 
tory apparatus,  without  disease  of  the  apparatus.  As  the  fluids  passing 
through  the  crypts  into  the  intestines  to  be  expelled,  carry  with  them 
much  of  the  immediate  principle  of  plastic  function,  it  follows,  that  all 
the  phenomena  are  grouped  around  the  digestive  tube.  He  says  all  must 
present  one  of  the  five  periods  to  be  named.  There  cannot  be  more 
than  these  five,  and  they  do  not  follow  one  another  on  the  same  patient. 

1st.  Prodromes. — All  patients  attacked  by  the  Cholera  present 
these,  whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary. 

2d.  Phlegmorrhagia. — In  this  period  a  liquid  of  abnormal  quantity 
is  poured  out  from  the  surface  of  the  intestines. 

3rd.  Cyanic  or  Blue  Stage.    4th.  Asphyxia.    5th,  Reaction. 

The  first  period  may  be  divided  into  two  forms  :  the  diarrheal  and 
the  vertiginous.  These  may  last  from  one  to  six  days.  The  latter 
form  is  more  common  this  year  than  in  other  Epidemics.  In  this, 
also,  the  disease  makes  its  appearance  generally  on  the  same  day, 
sometimes  on  the  second  day.  Symptoms — Yertigo,  heavy  pain  above 
the  eyes,  feeling  of  fatigue,  constriction  about  the  calves  of  the  legs, 
aneasiness  about  the  abdomen,  but  no  diarrhoea. 
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Our  second  period,  is  looked  upon  by  most  physicians  as  belonging 
to  the  first.  For  some  patients  it  constitutes  most  of  the  disease. — 
When  the  disease  is  grave,  this  stage  only  lasts  a  few  hours.  In  other 
cases  it  lasts  one,  two,  or  three  days. 

The  third  period  may  be  short — in  graver  cases  lasting  one  or  two 
hours,  or,  in  others,  two  or  three  days,  with  remissions.  The  skin  is 
cold,  but  the  temperature  is  only  lowered  four  or  five  degrees,  although 
it  appears  to  be  more. 

Fourth  period. — No  patient  has  ever  recovered  from  this  period, 
because  the  organic  functions  are  very  considerably  changed. 

Fifth  period. — This  must  be  passed  in  order  to  be  cured.  But  in 
this  consecutive  accidents  may  happen,  by  which  the  patient  may  die. 
In  some  subjects  the  nervous  system  is  so  effected,  that  they  cannot 
walk  without  resting.  In  some  cases  there  has  been  complete  pa- 
ralysis of  the  members.  And  in  1832  and  '49,  we  have  seen  complete 
paraplegias,  which  have  been  cured  only  by  the  lapse  of  time.  There 
is,  also,  a  muscular  debility,  which  always  follows  Cholera.  As  the 
autopsies  show  the  same  facts  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  recapitulate  the  points  of  pathological  anatomy.  As  to 
the  -nature  of  Cholera,  Gendrin  says,  in  1832  it  was  said  that  it  was  a 
checking  of  the  action  of  the  heart.  But  this  happens  in  many  other 
diseases,  and  this  phenomenon  happens  in  all  patients  near  death,  so 
that  this  is  not  proved.  The  action  continues.  The  checking  is  sec- 
ondary to  the  loss  of  liquid,  which  is  primary,  and  cannot  be  explained 
by  the  suspension  of  the  action  of  that  organ.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
stop  here  and  refute  the  opinion  held  by  the  Germans,  that  this  is  a 
nervous  disease,  which  they  prove  by  the  cramps.  In  Yellow  Fever, 
Colica-pictonum,  &c,  cramps  are  seen.  They  are  always  found  where 
the  organism  is  modified  by  phlegmorrhagia.  He  thinks  that  is  a 
disease  diacritic,  resulting  from  the  alteration  of  the  functions  of  the 
organs  of  secretion,  and  of  which  the  cause  escapes  us,  as  do  the 
causes  of  most  diseases.  He  supposes  that  it  results  from  the  intro- 
duction into  the  organism  of  a  poison,  or  ferment,  coming  from  no  one 
knows  where,  but  determining  at  once  an  alteration  of  the  liquids,  and 
leading  to  colliquation.  The  knowledge  of  this  ferment  would  be  of 
little  use,  as  probably  we  could  not  find  a  specific  for  it.  We  must 
contend  against  the  material  phenomena  of  the  disease.  It  is  of  slight 
importance  to  know  the  ultimate  cause,  which  I  doubt  not  will  remaiu 
forever  unknown. 


110 


THE  NEW-YORK 


The  march  of  Cholera.  Seldom  is  this  disease  sporadic.  It  comes 
at  once  as  an  epidemic.  We  can  describe  in  two  periods  all  epidemics 
of  Cholera.  The  first  lasts  from  two  to  three  months.  Great  num- 
bers are  affected.  Then  comes  an  intermission  of  about  fifteen  days. 
Then  a  recurrence.  It  seems  to  act  like  two  distinct  epidemics.  The 
one  more  severe  at  first  ;  the  other  striking  with  less  energy,  but 
more  light  cases.  In  1832  it  began  here  on  the  25th  of  March,  and 
struck  the  first  day  seven  persons.  Seven  days  after,  several  hun- 
dreds died  in  one  day.  The  Hospitals  and  houses  were  filled  with 
Cholerics.  On  June  12th  the  disease  abated.  Fifteen  days  after  it  re- 
appeared, but  less  intense,  and  lasted  two  months  more.  In  1849  it 
began  on  the  15th  of  March.  The  first  period  lasted  three  months. — 
Then  there  was  a  suspension  of  about  fifteen  days.  Then  another  at- 
tack, which  lasted  about  three  months.  This  year  the  number  of  pa- 
tients has  been  small.  But  the  disease  is  generally  grave,  more  so  than 
'49.  Shall  we  have  two  periods  ?  I  think  after  the  winter  the  disease 
will  stop  some  time,  and  then  begin  again  about  March.  Cholera  al- 
ters more  or  less  the  health  of  healthy  people.  In  1832  the  whole  pop- 
ulation might  have  been  said  to  be  sick.  They  had  pains,  dyspepsia, 
diarrhoea,  &c.  In '49  the  same  thing  took  place.  Cholera  generally 
effects  those  of  weak  habit.  It  has  been  said,  with  reason,  that  the 
population  is  not  diminished  by  it,  as  it  only  carries  off  those  who 
would  die  of  other  diseases  about  the  same  time.  In  1832  and  '49  the 
subjects  affected  with  phthisis  in  the  Hospitals  were  more  effected 
than  others.  The  patients  with  cancer  have  escaped  it.  We  have 
seen  many  exposed  to  it  and  not  affected.  "  Perhaps  I  have  been 
found  by  chance."  The  same  effect  has  been  noticed  in  cases  of  small- 
pox, measles,  scarlet  fever  and  typhoid  fevers.  But  when  the  patient 
was  convalescent,  he  was  liable.  Two  diseases  cannot  exist  at  the 
same  time  in  our  system.  Cholera  being  a  disease  of  a  specific  nature, 
it  may  succeed  diseases  of  the  same  character,  but  it  cannot  associate 
with  them.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  patient  having  billious  diarrhoea 
or  dysentery  should  have  Cholera.  One  may  have  this  disease  twice, 
but  it  is  very  rare,  (because  they  generally  die.)  He  must  have  been 
placed  in  very  favorable  circumstances.  He  did  not  see  in  1849  a 
single  case  that  had  been  attacked  in  1832.  He  only  knows  of  one 
case  that  has  been  attacked  twice,  even  in  the  first  period,  and  again 
in  the  second  ;  and  she  died  of  asphyxia  in  the  Hospital. 

The  diagnosis  will  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  followed  me 
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thus  far.  There  is  nothing  special.  Be  careful  in  distinguishing  the 
prodromic  diarrhoea.  In  premonitory,  no  pain  attends  the  evacua- 
tions, or  very  slight  ;  no  pain  in  the  abdomen  ;  sense  of  debility  and 
lassitude  ;  head  ache  and  vertigo  ;  peculiar  character  of  liquid.  In 
other  diarrhoea  we  have  tormina,  fecate  matter,  soft  and  greenish,  and 
of  strong  odor;  so  there  need  be  no  hesitation  in  the  diagnosis  of 
Cholera.  As  for  the  prognosis,  it  is  always  grave.  In  Hospitals,  the 
loss  is  more  than  half,  for  reasons — such  as  being  crowded  together  ; 
being  debilitated  before  attack  ;  being  in  a  late  stage  before  admis- 
sion. In  private  practice  the  mortality  is  much  less  ;  constitution  of 
the  patients,  length  of  disease,  complications,  age,  sex,  and  physical 
condition.  In  '32  and  '49  women  were  the  most  severe  cases,  and 
young  persons  also.  Etiology,  the  employment  of  numbers  in  one 
place,  is  a  very  powerful  cause.  More  grave  in  places  near  water 
courses.  Every  time  that  Cholera  has  taken  place  in  a  locality,  all 
those  who  approach  the  person  sick  have  been  generally  attacked. 
For  some,  this  is  a  contagion;  for  others,  the  result  of  moral  influence. 
Observations  in  England,  France  and  Germany  serve  to  prove  a 
contagious  influence.  If  you  have  a  patient  brought  into  a  ward,  it 
rarely  happens  that  many  cases  do  not  break  out  the  same  day.  In 
1849,  Brochard  gave  a  paper  on  this  subject,  in  which  he  stated  that 
at  Nsegal  Le  Rotran,  where  he  resides,  the  disease  was  brought  by 
nurses  from  Paris:  that  it  did  not  rage  as  an  epidemic,  but  went 
from  house  contiguously.  In  1832 1  have  seen  in  an  isolated  village  a 
man  arrive  sick  with  Cholera,  and  the  disease  given  to  seventeen  per- 
sons who  contracted  it  by  contact. 

The  Treatment :  Stimulating  applications  to  the  surface,  helped  by 
frictions  ;  warm  drinks  in  great  quantities,  with  stimulants  and  nar- 
cotics in  large  doses.  When  cramps  are  very  violent,  Ether  in  water 
and  venesections  ;  free  air  as  much  as  possible  in  the  room.  When 
reaction  comes  on,  there  is  a  congestive  state  of  the  whole  system,  and 
a  typhoid  cast,  and  sometimes  an  eruption  on  the  skin.  For  this  use 
baths  and  friction  with  greasy  substances. 


' '  THEOLOGY  OF  HOMOEOPATHY." 

[This  strange  collocation  of  terms,  in  Professor  Simpson's  late  work, 
will  be  understood  by  the  following  extract  from  his  first  chapter.  It 
contains  another  "medical  curiosity."    When  the  Homoeopath  is 
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made  to  lay  his  "  hand  upon  his  conscience  /"  we  presume  that  hia  belly 
is  meant,  for  the  locale  is  not  given.  Like  the  honest  Hibernian's 
tieart,  it  is  probably  "  any  where  between  the  waistband  of  his  breeches 
and  his  collar  bone"  that  we  are  to  search  for  the  conscience  of  the 
Homoeopath  taking  this  oath.] 

"  If  it  were  necessary,  it  would,  as  I  have  already  observed,  be  easy 
to  add  from  other  modern  Homoeopathic  writings  abundant  proof  of 
the  exclusive  spirit  of  Homoeopathy,  and  its  opposition  to  regular  and 
legitimate  medicine.  Let  me  adduce  a  single  instance.  In  America, 
one  or  two  institutions  for  licensing  practitioners  of  Homoeopathy 
have  been  set  on  foot.  The  regulations  of  one  of  these  licensing  bodies 
at  Rio  have  been  published  at  some  length  in  a  work  by  Dr.  Mure, 
who  was  for  a  time  President  of  the  Institution.  Each  candidate  for 
the  license  of  medical  Homoeopathic  practice  is  first  called  upon  to 
'  make  voluntarily'  a  '  Profession  of  Faith,'  commencing  as  follows  : 

"  My  hand  upon  my  conscience  1  and  my  eyes  upturned  to  heaven, 
I  embrace  Homoeopathy,  and  declare,  after  having  examined  atten- 
tively and  impartially  the  various  systems  of  medicine,  that  I  acknowl- 
edge the  doctrine  of  Hahneman  to  be  the  only  true  medical  doctrine," 
etc.  etc. 

And  subsequently,  with  all  the  company  present  listening  "  in  reli- 
gious silence,"  the  candidate  for  the  license  of  practice  was  required 
to  take  the  following  grave  Homoeopathic  sponsio,  or 

OATH. 

"By  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  suffered  and  died  for  us,  re- 
deeming our  sins  by  his  precious  blood,  and  by  virtue  of  his  pains 
obtaining  for  us  eternal  felicity  :  by  our  Divine  Redeemer,  whom  I 
ought  to  imitate  as  far  as  human  weakness  permits,  I  swear: — 

"1.  To  redeem  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  by  the  preventive  suffer- 
ings of  pure  experimentation,  which  I  shall  make  myself,  or  by  means 
of  persons  animated  by  the  like  charity. 

"  2.  Not  to  treat  patients  but  by  medicaments  whose  effects  have 
been  well  proved,  which  are  in  the  domain  of  pure  Homoeopathy,  as 
I  have  acknowledged  and  declared  in  my  profession  of  faith. 

"3.  To  observe  strictly  the  precepts  of  the  gospel  in  the  exercise  of 
my  duties,  regarding  as  sacred  objects  the  secrets  of  families,  virtue, 
the  modesty  of  women,  and  the  indigence  of  the  poor. 
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"  4.  To  propagate  the  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  pure  Homoeo- 
pathy by  all  lawful  means  in  my  power. 

"  5.  To  profit  as  much  as  possible  by  the  propagation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Homoeopathy,  and  by  the  advantages  of  its  application,  in 
order  to  make  them  serve  to  diffuse  Christianity,  to  further  Christian 
instruction,  and  the  civilization  of  the  Indians  !  and  to  require  of  Pa- 
gans, Mohammedans,  idolaters,  and  other  infidels,  their  conversion  to 
the  faith,  before  initiating  them  into  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
Homoeopathy ! 

"  And  this  I  swear,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost." 

I  have  extracted  the  preceding  translation  of  this  Homoeopathic 
oath  and  profession  of  faith  from  a  review  of  Dr.  Mure's  work,  in  the 
"  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy"  for  1849,*  a  Journal  edited  by 
Dr.  Rutherford  Russell  of  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Drysdale  of  Liverpool,  and 
Dudgeon  of  London.  The  profession  of  faith  and  very  solemn  oath 
thus  imposed  upon  medical  students  coming  forward  as  candidates  for 
the  license  of  practice,  are  quoted  in  the  Journal  edited  by  these  phy- 
sicians, without  one  single  word  of  doubt  or  blame  upon  the  "  illiber- 
ality"  of  the  proceeding,  or  one  single  hint  or  observation  upon  the 
"  impropriety"  of  forcing  the  young  and  inexperienced  medical  licen- 
tiate to  swear  to  maintain  through  life,  at  the  risk  of  perjuring  himself, 
a  creed  which  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  medical  men  deem  to 
be  utterly  false.  Indeed,  after  quoting  the  profession  of  faith,  the 
preceding  oath,  and  other  steps  in  the  process  of  licensing,  the  only 
comment  which  is  added  in  this  "  British  Journal"  is  the  following  : — 
"-This  august  ceremony  was  repeated  last  year,  and  it  is  hoped  the 
occasion  for  it  may  be  perennial."f 

*  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  vol.  vii.  p.  535,  etc. 

f  Yet  one  of  these  same  editors,  Dr.  Russell,  a  short  time  subsequently,  pub- 
lished in  the  same  Journal  a  letter  full  of  "intense  indignation"  (to  use  his 
own  words)  against  the  "  folly,  criminality,  and  cruelty"  of  remitting,  for  a  few 
weeks,  a  candidate  for  a  medical  degree  at  a  British  University,  on  account  of 
"serious  doubts  as  to  the  soundness  of  his  principles  of  practice." and  "his 
insufficiency  (of  knowledge)  on  some  subjects  of  examination"  (surgery  and 
medical  jurisprudence.)  In  consequence  of  the  remission  of  this  intending 
Homicopathist,  Dr.  Russell,  his  two  brother  editors,  their  patients,  and  many 
others,  signed  a  petition  to  the  Patrons  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  on  the 
matter,  praying  them  to  prevent  "any  undue  attempts  to  interfere  with  the  full 
liberty  of  students  of  medicine."  (See  a  full  Analysis  of  this  very  foolish 
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The  spirit  and  tendencies  of  these  proceedings  and  observations  of 
Hahneman,  and  of  his  modern  disciples,  is,  I  believe,  too  self-evident 
to  require  any  remarks  to  be  added  in  the  way  of  commentary." 


"  monster  petition"  in  the  "  Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science",  for  February, 
1852,  pp.  157  to  163.) 

Amongst  the  signatures  to  this  petition,  the  names  of  clergymen  are  particu- 
larly numerous.  Would  these  clergymen  have  given  the  license  of  their  divers 
churches  or  denominations  to  any  student  whom  they  knew  to  be  a  believer  in 
the  tenets  of  Unitarianism.  or  Mormonism,  or  Mohammedanism,  and  who  avowed 
his  intention  to  preach  and  practise  these  doctrines?  Or  would  they  consider 
the  refusal  of  their  different  licenses  to  such  persons,  as  (to  repeat  their  own 
words)  "undue  attempts  to  interfere  with  the  full  liberty  of  students"  of 
theology  ? 

More  lately  there  was  formed,  and  widely  advertised,  an  "Association  for  the 
Protection  of  Homoeopathic  Students  and  Practitioners."  The  funds  of  this 
Association  have  been  in  part,  if  not  principally,  used  to  enable  Dr.  Russell  to 
publish  at  a  cheap  rate  a  volume  intended  to  promote  the  cause  of  Homoeopathy: 
and  misrepresenting  and  abusing  personally  various  members  of  the  medical 
profession  here  and  elsewhere.  The  volume  thus  edited  by  Dr.  Russell  contains, 
amongst  other  matter,  a  defence,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Everest,  Vicar  of  Wickwar, 
against  an  exposition  of  his  Homoeopathic  theology  and  doctrines  by  Dr.  Cor- 
mack. — (For  an  account  of  Mr.  Everest's  Hahnemannic  Sermon  and  Theology, 
see  subsequently,  chapter  iii.  p.  3C.)  In  the  list  of  the  Association  in  question 
there  are  the  names  of  four  or  five  Edinburgh  clergymen,  contributing  thus  with 
their  money  to  the  republication  ot  this  defence  of  Mr.  Everest's  Sermon.  Let 
us,  for  their  own  sakes,  charitably  hope  that  they  did  not  intend  by  this  act  to 
signify  their  approval  and  homologation  of  Mr.  Everest's  Theologico-Homceopa- 
thic  tenets. 

On  the  fly-leaf  of  the  first  number  for  1852  of  the  -  British  Journal  of  Homoeo- 
pathy," edited  by  Dr.  Russell,  etc.,  there  is  an  advertisement  of  Dr.  Russell's 
volume,  and  it  is  therein  stated,  that  "  the  Association  has  already  enrolled 
among  its  members  names  of  the  highest  weight  in  the  political,  social,  and 
literary  world."  At  the  end  of  his  volume,  published  months  subsequently  to 
this  advertisement,  Dr.  Russell  has  indiscreetly  printed  the  names  of  the  male 
members  of  this  Association.  Unfortunately  for  the  truth  even  of  the  adver- 
tisement, brief  as  it  is,  of  the  volume,  there  is  not,  in  the  whole  of  this  list,  the 
name  of  any  man  of  any  note  or  eminence  whatever  in  science  or  politics.  And 
the  only  name  among  them  known,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  the  literary  world, 
is  that  of  a  very  eccentric  dignitary  of  the  Episcopal  church,  who  has  long  been 
known  as  an  especial  patron  of  clairvoyance,  mesmerised  water,  impossible  cures 
of  blindness,  homoeopathy,  and  the  like  ! 
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S  elections. 

Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Surgery, 
Read  before  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society,  October,  1853. 

BY  JOSHUA  B.  FLINT. 

PROFESSOR  OF  SCHGERY  IN'  THE  KENTUCKY  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE. 

Some  thirty  years  ago,  the  medical  mind  was  startled  by  a  number 
of  reported  recoveries  after  new  and  dangerous  operations  in  the  hands 
of  a  rough  practitioner  on  this  side  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  That 
evU  genius  of  surgery,  the  cacoeihes  secandi,  ever  on  the  look  out  for  some 
novel  and  bloody  employment,  eagerly  seized  upon  Ovariotomy,  and  it 
forthwith  became  the  rage.  Every  surgical  adventurer  was  upon  the 
look  out  for  these  interesting  abdominal  tumors,  and  even  some  of  the 
conscript  fathers  of  the  profession  were  dazzled,  for  a  time — few  of 
them  more  than  once,  by  the  glories  of  the  scctio  major. 

If  our  countryman  McDowell  was  really  the  "  father  of  ovarioto- 
my," as  the  Transactions  of  this  society  assure  us  he  was,  and  if  we 
receive  his  own  account  of  the  performance  in  the  first  instances,  there 
never  was  an  operation  introduced  in  a  more  unsurgeonly  manner,* 
nor  one  whose  parentage  was  better  calculated  to  impress  upon  it  that 
character  of  recklessness,  and  that  contempt  of  the  counsels  of  pathol- 
ogy and  diagnosis,  which  have  kept  it  in  the  category  of  questionable 
expedients,  in  the  judgment  of  prudent  and  experienced  practitioners, 
to  the  present  time.  That  such  is,  indeed,  the  estimation  in  which  this 
dangerous  operation  is  held,  by  the  masters  of  our  art ;  that  it  has  not 
been  admitted  to  a  place  among  the  legitimate  therapeutics  of  surgery, 
is  most  insignificantly  indicated  by  some  of  the  facts  presented  in  an 
elaborate  table,  prepared  by  a  much  abler  ovariotomist  than  Dr.  Mc- 
Dowell, and  published  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
American  Medical  Association.  That  table  professes  to  record  the 
most  important  particulars  of  all  the  known  operations  of  ovariotomy, 
performed  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  century,  comprising 
two  hundred  and  twenty-two  cases. 

*  Six  of  these  operations  Dr.  McDowell  witnessed,  and  in  three  he  handled 
the  knife  under  Dr.  E.  McDowell's  direction.  "I  acted,"  he  modestly  adds , 
"  in  the  capacity,  as  I  conceived,  of  a  sort  of  an  amanuensis/'  In  his  first  ope- 
ration, continues  this  gentleman,  Dr.  James  McDowell,  who  was  Dr.  E.  McDow- 
ell's nephew,  partner  and  brother-in-law,  used  the  knife  under  similar  circum- 
stances as  to  the  external  incision. —  Trans.  State  Med.  Society,  page  133. 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  among  the  men  who,  according  to  this  table, 
have  sought  to  distinguish  themselves  by  this  operation,  we  do  not  find 
Dupuytren,  nor  Deipech,  nor  Larrey,  nor  Roux,  nor  any  of  their  illus- 
trious contemporaries  in  France — nor  the  Hunters,  the  Coopers,  the 
Bells,  Abenerthy,  or  even  Liston,  among  British  surgeons,  nor  Physic, 
nor  Post,  nor  Mott,*  nor  Dudley  of  our  own  country,  although  it  can 
scarcely  be  doubted  that  all  of  them  had  frequent  opportunities  of  so 
doing. 

But  this  is  not  all  that  is  taught  us,  on  this  point,  by  the  table  be- 
fore us.  It  appears  that  nearly  one-half  of  the  two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  cases  were  reported  by  three  out  of  the  ninety  gentlemen 
named — Dr.  Clay,  of  Manchester,  Dr.  Bird,  of  London,  and  Dr. 
Washington  Atlee  of  our  own  country. 

Now,  although  all  these  gentlemen  may  be  very  accomplished,  as 
they  certainly  are  very  enterprising,  practitioners,  it  is  certain  that 
neither  of  them  lias  attained  to  the  position  of  an  authority  in  the  com- 
monwealth of  surgery ;  and  the  force  of  their  testimony  to  the  pro- 
priety  and  value  of  the  operation  is,  moreover,  very  much  impaired, 
by  the  suspicious  attitude  in  which  they  stand  to  it,  in  having  made  it 
a  sort  of  specialty,  than  which  nothing  is  more  trying  to  professional 
integrity. 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  numerical  conclusions  from  the  table 
referred  to,  as  well  as  from  others  prepared  for  the  same  purpose,  are 
highly  favorable  to  the  operation.  The  mere  addition  and  subtraction 
of  the  columns  of  deaths  and  recoveries,  without  further  analysis,  may 
appear  to  furnish  such  conclusions.  But  what  is  meant  by  recoveries, 
the  word  that  heads  the  column  so  triumphantly  appealed  to  ?  Does 
it  mean  restoration  to  health  and  usefulness  ?  or  only  an  escape  from 
death  at  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  ?  If  the  latter  definition  be  received, 
it  follows  from  the  table  of  Dr.  Atlee,  that  fifty-six  women  were  killed 
by  the  surgeons  he  names,  in  their  experiments  in  ovariotomy,  while 
the  balance  of  their  subjects  only  escaped  the  same  fate.  If  anything 
further  than  this  be  intended  by  recoveries,  we  are  not  informed  what 
it  is.  Many  others  of  them,  doubtless,  were  such  recoveries  as  occurred 
in  one  of  the  cases  reported  by  Mr.  Lizars,  the  subject  of  which  was 
seen,  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  in  a  miserable  condition  not  long  after  the 

*  Dr.  Mott  has  lately  performed  this  operation  for  the  first,  and,  as  he  has 
assured  us,  for  the  last  time.  It  was  a  favorable  case  in  every  respect;  it  was 
well  done,  but  unsuccessful. — Ed. 
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operation,  having  "the  pelvic  region  occupied  by  a  large,  solid  mass 
of  disease." 

But  even  in  the  narrower  view  of  success  that  contemplates  only  an 
escape  from  homicide,  we  must  receive  the  numerical  conclusions  ex- 
torted from  these  tables  with  many  grains  of  allowance. 

A  distinguished  London  surgeon,  commenting  upon  Dr.  Lee's  table, 
remarks — "There  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  any  successful  ope- 
rations have  been  omitted.  We  have  probably  invariably  heard  of 
them  as  soon  as  the  cicatrization  had  been  completed.  The  same 
alacrity  has  not  been  observed  in  the  communication  of  unsuccessful 
cases,  and  therefore  we  cannot  doubt  that,  if  a  correct  list  were  made, 
the  proportion  of  cases  in  which  ovariotomy  had  been  fatal  would  be 
greatly  increased." 

Nor  does  it  appear  that  we  can  boast  of  being  any  more  honest,  in 
such  matters,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  than  they  are  beyond. 
Professor  Mutter,  in  an  introductory  lecture  upon  "  The  most  impor- 
tant of  the  modern  operations  of  surgery,"  offers  the  following  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  statistics  of  ovariotomy  : 

"I  once  heard  a  distinguished  teacher  declare,  that  he  would  not 
give  a  fig  for  a  man  who  could  not  make  cases  enough  to  sustain  any 
position  he  might  choose  to  take;  and  although  this  was  said  in  badin- 
age, it  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  many  of  our  professional  authors  act 
up  to  the  doctrine.  Again  ;  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  many  cases  in 
which  the  operation  has  proved  fatal,  have  been  carefully  consigned 
to  the  tomb,  for  men  are  always  loth  to  declare  to  a  world,  but  too 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  circumstance,  their  want  of  success  or 
their  misfortunes.  Since  my  return  home  one  of  these  suppressed 
cases  has  been  communicated  to  me,  and  many  others,  no  doubt,  exist." 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  on  this  subject,  in  the  Medico-Chirur- 
gical  Society,  a  remark  was  made  by  Mr.  Cajsar  Hawkins,  which 
throws  another  form  of  suspicion  upon  the  vaunted  conclusions  of 
these  statistical  tables.  "  Nor  could  I  overlook  the  fact,"  said  he, 
"  that  the  operation  has  now  been  attempted  by  ten  surgeons  attached 
hospitals  in  London;  that  not  oue  of  these  gentlemen  has  performed  it 
twice,  and  that  of  ten  cases  there  was  only  one  in  which  the  patient 
was  fortunate  enough  to  recover."  Here,  then,  it  appears,  that  nine 
out  of  ten  of  the  subjects  of  ovariotomy  died  in  the  hands  of  the  elite 
of  British  surgeons — for  such  are  the  men  attached  to  the  London 
hospitals — while  it  is  represented  by  our  numerical.*;,  that  a  miscellane- 
ous collection  of  practitioners,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  have  opera- 
ted in  the  aggregate  with  about  three  times  their  success. 
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These  inconclusive  statistics  of  ovariotomy  belong  to  only  one  of  the 
subjects  that  have  demonstrated  the  failure  of  the  numerical  system. 
The  warmest  admirer  of  Mr.  Louis,  who  is  informed  on  the  subject, 
will  admit  that,  what  with  the  essential  and  unavoidable  want  of 
homogeneousness  in  the  particulars  of  the  tables,  added  to  the  incom- 
petency or  unfaithfulness  of  many  of  the  observers  of  them,  the  antici- 
pated advantages  of  statistics  and  numericalism,  as  direct  aids  to  the 
practitioner,  and  in  good  measure  also,  as  materials  for  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  science,  have  not  been  realized. 

A  very  animated  and  instructive  discussion,  on  the  subject  of  ovari- 
otomy, already  referred  to,  took  place  a  year  or  two  since,  in  the 
Royal  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  London,  elicited  by  some  statis- 
tics of  the  operation,  prepared  and  presented  by  Dr.  R.  Lee. 

The  prominent  ideas  advanced  by  the  eminent  surgeons  who  partici- 
pated in  that  debate,  were  coincident  with  the  IeadMg  topic  of  the 
present  report;.  Operative  surgery  was  usurping  position  and  conse- 
quence, and  running  into  excesses,  derogatory  to  science,  and  dangerous 
to  human  life,  and  they  entered  their  protest  against  the  general  evil, 
by  discountenancing  the  manifestation  of  it,  so  glaringly  presented,  in 
the  operation  of  ovariotomy. 

"  I  have  never  performed  the  operation  myself,"  says  the  accom- 
plished Mr.  Lawrence,  "  and  unless  my  views  of  the  matter  are  essen- 
tially changed,  I  never  shall."  *  *  *  *  "  Mr.  Lee's  table,  as 
it  now  stands,  is  quite  sufficient  to  make  us  doubt  the  propriety  of 
admitting  ovariotomy  into  the  catalogue  of  recognized  and  approved 
operations." 

But  the  conclusions  from  that  table  became  infinitely  more  unfa- 
vorable for  such  a  recognition,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  by  the 
addition  of  forty  or  fifty  cases,  reported  by  a  single  gentleman,  in 
which  the  essential  difficulties  of  diagnosis  were  so  great,  that  he  had 
opened  the  abdomen  that  number  of  times  without  being  able  to  effect 
the  removal  of  the  tumor! 

Under  this  correction,  the  statistics  of  Mr.  Lee  represented,  that 
in  seventy-seven  out  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  cases,  the  difficulty 
of  determining  whether  or  not  the  operation  was  practicable,  was  so 
considerable,  even  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  who  furnished  Dr.  At- 
lee  with  thirty-seven  cases,  that  such  a  proportion  of  the  patients  were 
liable  to  the  peril  of  a  greater  or  smaller  opening  into  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  without  any  alleviation  whatever  of  the  sufferings  or 
danger  incident  to  their  disease. 

The  cause  of  sound  surgery,  as  well  as  the  closely  related  cause  of 
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humanity,  is  under  new  obligations  to  these  learned  and  sagacious 
British  practitioners,  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  as  well  as  to  men  of 
corresponding  character  elsewhere,  who  have  thrown  the  weight  of 
their  opinions  and  practice  with  the  conservative  elements  of  this 
important  section  of  practice.  It  is  evident  now  that  if  the  "  Father 
of  ovariotomy"  is  to  be  cauonized  for  "  this  boon  to  our  profession 
and  mankind" — or  rather,  womankind — the  ceremonies  are  not  to  be 
performed  by  the  acknowledged  High  Priests  of  the  mysteries  of  medi- 
cine, but  by  some  infatuated  acolytes  about  the  altar,  who  confound 
fame  with  notoriety,  and  daring  exploits  with  the  art  of  healing. 

"  We  are  still  in  the  dark  on  one  point,"  says  Mr.  Lawrence,  in  the 
debate  referred  to,  "  which  ought  to  be  ascertained  before  we  deter- 
mine the  true  value  of  the  proceeding  :  that  is,  its  influence  in  pro- 
longing life." 

In  what  proportion  of  cases,  and  to  what  extent  is  existence 
shortened  by  uncomplicated  ovarian  disease  ?  The  complicated  ones 
are,  on  all  hands,  laid  out  of  the  question,  for  operative  measures. 

On  this  point,  as  is  known  to  those  I  address,  the  present  reporter 
has  sought  to  gather  information  from  the  practitioners  of  the  State  ; 
but  with  very  little  success.  One  gentleman,  lately  a  practitioner  in 
Kentucky,  but  at  present  residing  in  a  neighboring  State,  has  sent  me 
a  communication  in  response  to  my  card  of  inquiry,  containing  an  ex- 
cellent account  of  a  case  of  ovarian  disease,  which  undoubtedly  cost 
the  patient  several  years  of  useful  life.  But  the  disease,  in  this 
instance,  was  grossly  mistaken  in  its  commencement  and  early  pro- 
gress, and  did  not  then  receive  the  best  alleviating  treatment  known 
to  the  art.  This  communication  is  the  only  response  that  has  come  to 
me,  in  reply  to  the  inquiry*  proposed  ;  and  I  append  it,  with  much 
satisfaction,  to  the  body  of  this  report.  I  may  infer  from  the  silence 
of  my  brethren,  at  least,  that  the  cases  inquired  for  are  not  very  fre- 
quent ;  and  this  would  agree  with  my  own  limited  experience,  and  the 
general  tenor  of  professional  observations  on  the  subject,  so  far  as  the 
publication  of  them  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  Speaking  generally 
of  the  various  forms  of  disease  constituting  ovarian  tumors,  I  appre- 
hend that  not  many  of  the  cases,  that  are  subjected  to  judicious  man- 

*  The  inquiry  referred  to  was  made  several  months  since,  in  the  medical 
journals  of  the  State,  and  in  some  of  the  secular  newspapers,  and  was  as  follows  : 
"  Have  you  ever  known  any,  and  if  any,  how  many  instances,  of  death  from  un- 
complicated disease  of  the  ovaria,  and  what  was  the  age  of  the  patient,  or 
patients,  at  the  time  of  their  death  ?" 
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agemcnt,  short  of  operation  for  removal,  materially  abridge  the  dura- 
tion of  the  patient's  life,  and  therefore  the  argument  for  a  hazardous 
remedy  drawn  from  the  peril  incident  to  the  disease,  is  not  oely,  as  I 
have  said  of  it  generally,  inconclusive  in  its  nature,  but  in  this  instance, 
as  in  many  others,  defective  in  its  essential  data. 

Undoubtedly  there  are  some  cases  of  the  kind,  however  distressing 
to  the  humane  practitioner,  and  humiliating  to  professional  pride — but 
not  to  professional  honor— that  do,  certainly,  abbreviate  life — where 
one  can  only  watch  and  palliate  the  morbid  process,  which  is  slowly  or 
rapidly  wasting  the  fountains  of  life,  and  hurrying  its  victim  to  the 
tomb. 

There  are  self-limited  diseases  in  the  surgical  as  well  as  in  the  med- 
ical department  of  practice,  and  we  must  be  reconciled  to  the  fact. 
It  is  as  unphilosophical  to  attack  the  former  by  mechanical  violence, 
as  to  attempt  to  control  the  latter  by  perturbating  medication.  There 
is  a  time  in  the  progress  of  every  fatal  disease,  when  modest  art  grace- 
fully retires  from  the  conflict  that  has  painfully  demonstrated  her  in- 
sufficiency, while  your  officious  doctor,  or  daring  surgeon,  still  pushes 
his  expedients,  in  a  spirit  of  desperation  provoked  by  defeat. 

■  So  fools  rush  in,  where  angels  fear  to  tread.' 

Such  practitioners  are  well  represented  by  '  Apothecary's  Hall,'  in 
a  neat  little  satire  upon  their  pretensions,  in  one  of  the  choicest  pro- 
ductions of  a  modern  novelist. 

"  Mr.  Barkis  was  as  bad  as  bad  could  be,  and  Mr.  Chillip,  the  med- 
ical man,  had  said  in  the  kitchen,  as  he  was  passing  out,  that  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  -Apothecary's  Hall, 
if  they  were  all  called  in  together,  could  not  help  him  —  He  is  past 
both  colleges,  says  Mr.  Chillip,  and  the  'Hall'  would  only  poison  him? 

On  leaving  the  subject  of  ovariotomy,  which  has  occupied  more  time 
than  belonged  to  it,  as  an  illustrative  topic  of  discourse,  I  must  be  in- 
dulged in  a  reflection,  by  the  way,  that  involves  facts  not  very  flatter- 
ing to  the  operating  mania  of  our  day  ;  and  that  is,  that  its  chief  se- 
verities have  fallen  upon  the  gentler  sex  ! 

A  sort  of  surgical  crusade  seems  to  have  been  carried  on  against  the 
sexual  apparatus  of  woman,  and  the  most  wanton  violences  inflicted, 
where  every  tiling  that  should  move  manhood  invokes  forbearance  and 
delicacy. 

Not  long  after  the  daring  exploit  of  removing  the  appendages  of 
the  uterus  was  fairly  introduced,  the  still  more  daring  one,  of  extirpa- 
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ting  that  organ  itself,  was  conceived  and  executed  by  various  persons, 
in  different  places.  These  operations  have  never  done  any  good;  but 
in  most  instances  certainly,  and  in  all,  probably,  have  both  shortened 
and  imbittered  the  lives  of  the  subjects.  Neither  have  they  done  any 
credit  to  surgery — nay,  I  cannot  content  myself  with  this  negative 
blame.  Looking  over  the  whole  dark  catalogue  of  heroic  performan- 
ces, these  are  so  pre-eminently  wanton,  that  they  deserve  to  be  desig- 
nated, of  their  kind,  as  Burke  did  Tom  Paine's  '  Age  of  Reason  :' 
"  the  abominable  abominations  of  all  abominations," — and  this  I  say, 
without  intending  any  discourtesy  to  those  gentlemen  whose  profes- 
sional ambition  has  betrayed  them  into  the  experiment. 

Next  came  the  sections  of  the  cervix,  in  which  Lisfranc  figured  so 
largely,  and  lied  so  badly — less  dangerous,  and  more  rational,  indeed, 
than  the  preceding,  but  sadly  abused  in  their  multiplication.  And  at 
last  we  see  the  same  devoted  organs,  as  if  doomed  to  cruel  experi- 
ments both  by  fire  and  steel,  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  petty  he- 
roism of  the  '  Cautery'  aud  the  '  Speculum!' 

Most  excellent  means  are  both  of  these,  according  to  their  respec- 
tive uses,  in  the  hands  of  discriminating  and  conscientious  practition- 
ers; but  the  employment  of  them  has  everywhere  degenerated  into  a 
speciality,  and  this  again,  as  is  its  wont,  into  rank  charlatanism.  In 
most  medical  communities  there  are  oue  or  more  '  womb  doctors,'  busy 
disciples  of  Bennett  and  Whitehead,  who  hold,  with  a  prominent 
'  speculator'  in  a  neighboring  city,  that  seven-tenths  of  the  uterine  dis- 
ease occurring  among  our  respectable  women,  and  every  case  of  leu- 
corrhea  presented  to  him  in  a  married  female,  is  to  be  regarded  and 
treated  like  the  diseases  resulting  from  the  prostitution  and  debauch- 
ery of  the  most  degraded  population  of  London  and  Manchester,  and 
who  act  upon  the  maxim  quoted  by  our  neighbor  of  the  Nashville 
Journal,  from,  I  know  not  whom — "  For  wombs  are  everything,  and 
everything  is  wombs!" 

Playing  upon  the  fears  or  hopes  of  women  ;  now  raising  the  bug- 
bear of  cancer,  and  now  whispering  the  seductive  promise  of  long-de- 
ferred fecundity,  aided  by  a  corps  of  gentle  gossips,  sometimes  initiated 
into  the  service,  it  is  said,  by  the  privilege  of  a  peep  through  the  magic 
tube  themselves— 'sisters  of  the  speculatorium,'  as  our  facetious  neighbor 
of  the  Nashville  Journal  denominates  them — the  adroit  'speculator' 
finds  it  not  difficult  to  create  in  the  community  a  kind  of  utero-mania, 
which,  like  other  infatuations,  invites  imposition  while  it  rewards  the 
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impostor.  Wearisome  weeks  and  months  of  needless  decumbiture,  oc- 
casional miscarriages  from  rude  interference  with  unrecognized  or  dis- 
regarded pregnancy,  and  a  world  of  martyrdom  of  feeling,  the  crown 
of  which  is  only  in  the  doctor's  pocket,  are  the  too  frequent  fruits  of 
this  delusion.  The  best  that  can  be  said  of  such  business,  is  that  it  is 
not  manly;  and  although,  claiming  to  be  a  part  of  obstetrics,  it  may 
take  exception  to  our  jurisdiction,  having  intruded  itself  upon  the  do- 
main of  surgery,  and  become  a  nuisance  there,  it  must  not  escape  from 
the  application  of  strictures  intended  to  contemplate  the  abuses  of  ev- 
ery species  of  operative  medicine. 


MEDICAL  PHANTOMS. 

BY  DOCTOR  CAROLUM  HERMANN!. 
I. 

Time  was  when  Admiration  bowed  to  Merit, 

And  laurels  wreathed  around  the  good  man's  cause  ; 

When  noble  deeds  did  kindred  thoughts  inherit, 
And  noble  thoughts  received  a  kind  applause  : — • 

But  now,  within  these  scientific  ages, 
The  world  is  hobbied  by  another  clause, 

And  only  those  are  deemed  heroic  sages 

That  on  some  bug-bear  theme  have  writ  a  thousand  pages. 

II. 

And  now  their  god — a  most  inglorious  tyrant — 
Withholds  his  last,  his  most  ridiculous  theme  ; 

That  naught  is  left,  whereon  a  young  aspirant 
Might  take  an  opiate  and  dream  his  dream  ; 

Yet  hold !  I  have  it — Jove  forgive  my  sinning  ! 
But  leech  me  if  I  don't  accept  the  gleam ! — 

I'll  write  on  them  and  their  poetic  spinning, 

And  then — but  I'll  begin  forthwith  at  the  beginning. 

III. 

I  do  confess  a  rooted  detestation, 

A  most  determined,  most  malignant  spite 

For  every  ghastly  grim  abomination 

That  haunts  the  world  in  shape  of  moral  sprite  ; — 
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It  is  an  ulcer  ou  niy  mind  impacted, 

Which  holds  their  image  ever  in  my  sight, 
And  which,  without  mistake,  was  first  contracted 
From  tricks  that  by  these  ghosts  I've  often  seen  enacted. 

IV. 

It  is  presumed  that  man  from  the  beginning 

Was  burdened  more  or  less  with  common  sense — 

A  mere  presumption,  to  be  sure  ;  his  sinning 
Has  always  been,  sans  doute,  at  its  expense  ; 

But  what  there  was  of  it  at  the  creation 
Has  dwindled  out  of  all  intelligence, 

Or  crushed  itself  into  an  humble  station, 

In  sheer  subservience  to  man's  high  imagination. 

V. 

I  would  not  descant  on  Imagination : — 

It  is  the  gift  of  Heaven  itself ;  nay,  more — 

It  gives  the  good  man's  best  anticipation, 

And  yields  its  joys  at  many  a  poor  heart's  door  ; 

It  sweetens  bliss,  and  takes  a  pang  from  sorrow  ; 
It  forms  the  beauties  of  poetic  lore  ; 

It  bids  the  heart  whose  sun  is  low  to  borrow 

A  smile  upon  the  credit  of  a  golden  morrow. 

VI. 

And  yet  it  will  not  bear  a  close  inspection  ; 

But  loses  vastly  of  its  prejudged  worth  : 
Much  of  its  work  that,  from  its  wrong  direction, 

Brings  error  and  misfortune  upon  earth, 
Might,  in  a  cliff  'rent  vein  and  application, 

Herald  a  child  of  Genius,  and  give  birth 
To  universal,  generous  admiration — 
The  only  venial  cause  for  self-congratulation. 

VII. 

Imagination  is  a  fruitful  mother, 

Whose  cubs  resemble  neither  this  nor  that ; 

But  anything  you  please,  more  than  each  other ; 
For  one  with  all  and  all  with  one  combat. 
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Some  6f  these  goblins  bear  an  aspect  piteous 

As  doth  the  site  where  Shakspeare's  Patience  sat, 
And  others  clothe  with  smiles  their  hearts  perfidious  ; 
While  some  of  them  again  are  absolutely  hideous. 

VIII. 

These  ghosts  of  morbid  thought — and  they  are  chiefly 
The  class  to  which  my  savage  thoughts  extend — 

Must  execute  their  deeds  of  darkness  briefly, 
Like  fiends  upon  probation,  to  which  end 

They  enter  boldly  on  their  black  transgression, 
And  deem  their  boldness  glorious  to  commend  : 

But  that  which  troubles  me  is  their  accession, 

Time  immemorial,  to  the  Medical  Profession. 

IX. 

E'en  now  there  stalk  about  three  grim  aggressors, 
Which,  yet  within  the  memory  of  the  old, 

Rose  from  the  ashes  of  their  predecessors, 

Whose  course  being  run  their  doom  was  duly  told. 

All  hostile  they,  and  at  each  other  scowling, 
Confront  the  laws  of  nature  for  her  gold  ; 

And  through  all  habitable  quarters  prowling, 

Seek  to  confound  mankind  with  their  infernal  howling. 

X. 

The  first  of  these,  most  frightfully  terrific, 
Crook'dest  in  shape,  and  treacherous  I  ween, 

Has  not  a  trace  of  aught  that  is  pacific, 
And  not  a  ray  of  kindness  in  his  mein. 

This  very  beau  ideal  of  a  spectre 
Against  the  royal  bank  of  Medicine 

Starts  up,  and,  with  the  boldness  of  a  Hector, 

Would  fain  proclaim  himself  its  counterfeit  detector. 

XI. 

He's  but  a  poor  expositor  of  error 

Who  constitutes  the  veriest  fault  himself ; 

Thus  I  have  known  him  looked  upon  with  terror, 
Display'd  on  some  poor  washer-woman's  shelf  : — 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


But  he  stands  here  empannelled  for  correction, 
And  he  shall  have  his  due— the  humbug  elf  ! 
Yet,  for  the  mere  convenience  of  detection, 
Must  not  be  further  tried  without  a  close  inspection. 

XII. 

On  scanning  first  the  outlines  of  this  creature, 
You  would  at  once  imagine  him  an  ape, 

In  form  and  size,  though  uglier  in  feature — 
Ghosts  often  do  assume  some  squalid  shape, 

As  cats  are  oft  th'  embodiment  of  witches. 

Thus  I  have  known  full  many  a  greenhorn  gape 

At  tales  of  ghosts  that  haunt  sequester'd  ditches, 

Which  day-break  proves  a  set  of  howling  wretches. 

XIII. 

He  looks  a  deal  more  sour  than  cucumbers, 

With  lots  of  vinegar  and  verdigris — 
Divides  and  subdivides  himself  in  Numbers 

Of  very  scalding,  scratching  remedies. 
He  is  a  hot,  self-generating  heater, 

Composed  of  Composition  Powder — this 
Is  vastly  more  explosive  than  saltpetre, 
And  blows  you  over  Jordan  in  the  shortest  metre. 

XIY. 

His  face  is  drawn  into  a  thousand  angles, 
Of  every  shape,  acute,  right  and  obtuse  ; 

His  nose — a  thing  whose  great  dimension  strangles 
All  decency  of  thought  about  its  use — 

Is  in  itself  a  nasal  miscellany ; 

And  when  he  blows  it,  the  persimmon  juice — 

For  it  is  studded  with  persimmons  many — 

Converts  the  stormy  weather  round  him  into  rainy. 

XV. 

And  then  he  turns  it  up  with  airs  much  prouder 

Than  Lucifer,  his  patron,  ever  wore — 
Whene'er  they  meet,  they  snuff  ;  he  snuffs  his  powder, 

And  gives  the  devil  a  pinch  of  hellebore. 
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His  breath — so  pregnant  with  lobelia  inflata, 

That  from  his  mouth  its  fluid  extracts  pour — 
Contaminates  the  air  of  modern  data, 
And  many  a  short-breathed  life's  rubb'd  out  by  its  errata. 

XVI. 

His  eyes  are  nutgalls  glimmering  through  an  onion, 
Whose  glance  compares  with  but  a  serpent's  hiss  ; 

Of  all  the  monsters  in  the  dream  of  Bunyan 
Not  one  had  eyes  so  terrible  as  this  : 

A  seed  of  piper  nigrum  forms  their  pupil — 
Their  orbit  is  a  capsule  of  Cayenne, 

In  which  they  roll  with  motion  vastly  supple, 

And  kill,  I  verily  believe,  without  a  scruple. 

XVII. 

These  eyes  are  subject  to  infinite  changes, 
All  fierce  enough  their  object  to  transfix  ; 

And  all  their  glances'  multitudinous  ranges 
Form  a  succession  of  expressive  tricks  : 

At  times  they  weep,  and  piteously  weeping, 

Shed  tears — aye,  burning  tears — of  Number  Six  : 

And  then  again  from  out  their  sockets  peeping, 

You  feel  them  like  a  deadly  spider  o'er  you  creeping. 

XVIII. 

His  head  is  pillow'd  by  a  six-inch  layer 

Of  soft  and  finely  carded  cowhage,  which 
Preponderates  upon  him  everywhere, 

As  gas  preponderates  with  Doctor  F  ch. 

Know,  then,  his  distance  from  you  is  a  blessing — 

His  touch  infects  you  with  the  seven  years'  itch, 
An  ailing  which  they  say  is  quite  distressing, 
And  I  would  be,  Jove  knows,  excused  from  its  caressing. 

XIX. 

Where'er  he  walks,  misfortune  follows  after, 
As  on  the  movements  of  the  Wandering  Jew  ; 

And  sadly  turns  the  tide  of  merry  laughter, 
Where'er  his  seven-starr'd  foot-prints  are  in  view. 
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He  is,  to  say  the  best,  an  ominous  being, 

Who  steals  the  poor  man's  health  and  pittance  too: 
His  very  presence  indicates  faucitis — 
A  sorely  blister'd  tongue,  and  gastro-enteritis. 

XX. 

The  next  ghost  now  hi  order  is  so  ghostly, 
That  I  am  half  afraid  to  write  him  down, 

Lest  he  should  choose  his  quarters  near  me  mostly, 
And  bless  me — heavens  !  with  his  terrific  frown — 

A  frown  that  fills  your  heart  with  horrors  vague, 
And  chills  you  from  the  footsole  to  the  crown, 

With,  merciless  !  an  everlasting  ague  : 

Besides,  he  with  rheumatics  of  all  sorts  will  plague  you 

XXI. 

Historians  may  be  partial,  and  think  wrongly — 

A  not  uncommon  failing — yet  I  ween 
This  ghost  doth  in  good  truth  remind  you  strongly 

Of  what  Groliah  was  not,  but  might  have  been  : 
He's  vastly  tall,  and  might  be  vastly  fatter — 

For  such  a  size — than  what  he's  really  seen  ; 
Around  him  icicles  keep  up  a  clatter, 
And  in  his  freezing  breath  your  teeth  begin  to  chatter. 

XXII. 

His  eyes,  in  common  with  the  whole,  are  frigid, 
And  sunk  at  least  half  way  into  his  head — 

Making  his  aspect  so  intensely  rigid, 
That  one  would  rather  face  the  devil  instead: 

And  I,  who  am  by  no  means  melancholic, 
Need  gaze  but  once  upon  that  hue  of  lead, 

And  that  one  glance  will  change  my  merriest  frolic 

Into  a  frightful  paroxysm  of  lead  cholic. 

XXIII. 

He  frights  below  the  charming  naiad  daughters, 
The  children  of  mankind  above,  the  coast; 

Because  he  walks  above  and  in  the  waters, 
And  must  be,  therefore,  an  amphibious  ghost. 
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But  ill  whatever  space  hi>  bulk  is  crowded — 

And  it  is  hard  to  say  where  he  dwells  most — 
He  is  with  heavy  moisture  overclouded, 
And  nearly  always  in  a  dripping  sheet  enshrouded. 

XXIV.  • 

This  Phantom,  like  the  first,  with  brazen  boldness 
Struts  o'er  the  sick  man's  threshold  like  a  king  ; 

And  see  him  then — that  horrid  thing  of  coldness — 
Around  his  shuddering,  shivering  victim  cling  ! 

I'd  rather  spend  a  life-time  on  Sahara, 
Or  hang  ten  summers  to  an  eagle's  wing, 

Than  have  my  nerves  raked  up  by  such  a  harrow, 

Whose  very  thought  doth  freeze  one's  spinal  marrow. 

XXV. 

The  last  Ghost  is  a  harmless  little  creature — 
And  yet  a  thing  of  sovereign  might,  I  ween; 

By  far  his  most  characteristic  feature 

Is  that,  with  all  his  might,  he  can't  be  seen. 

He  is  the  shadow  of  a  shade  of  nothing — 
The  very  essence  of  what  might  have  been, 

By  one  more  turn  of  Nature's  crank,  material— 

Which  turn  was  not  performed,  and  it  was  left  ethereal. 

XXYI. 

He  doth  resemble  almost  any  caper 

That  man's  imagination  can  create  ; 
He  is  the  lightest  pinion  of  a  vapor 

That  from  a  serpent's  tear  doth  emanate; 
He  is  the  fag  end  of  a  poet's  vision— 

The  chief  metropolis  of  a  foolish  state — 
The  withering  object  of  a  man's  derision — 
And  the  vast  product  of  a  naught-in-naught  division. 

XXVII. 

He  is — if  he  were  only  recognizable, 

I'd  say  he  is — the  nucleus  of  a  fool; 
But  as  he's  but  a  thing  premisable, 

I'm  mum— a  clause  within  my  golden  rule: 
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Besides,  the  literati  deem  him  sensible, — 

That  is — I  meau — those  of  a  certain  school ; 
And  they  proclaim  his  doctrine  indispensable, 
Because  'tis  mighty  deep  and  quite  incomprehensible. 

XXVIII. 

He  finds  one  suffering  under  haemoptysis, 
And  gives  him  sugar  labell'd  "  Aconite  ;" 

And  with  the  blank  idea  of  "  Lachesis" 
Cures  the  effect  of  a  mad  (?)  puppy's  bite. 

His  babies  cut  their  teeth  with  "  Chamomilla';'' 
Croup  at  the  sight  of  "  Sulphur"  takes  to  flight; 

Consumption  calls  upon  the  shades  of*"  Scilla 

And  for  dyspepsia  he  has  "  Nux''  and  "  Pulsatilla." 

XXIX. 

And  then  he  has  a  queer  hallucination, 

Which  he  contends  is  based  on  Nature's  laws  ; 

That  that  alone's  the  proper  medication 
For  a  disease,  which  constitutes  its  cause  ; 

'Tis  an  hypothesis  less  true  than  witty, 
And  for  its  wit  doth  merit  some  applause  ; 

But  lately,  in  his  solitude,  with  pity 

I  heard  him  sing  the  following  mournful  ditty  : 

1. 

.  Young  J akey  with  a  group  of  boys 

Around  a  hive  of  bees 
Was  making  a  tremendous  noise, 

Th'  insectile  host  to  tease  ; 
When  one  alighted  on  his  nose, 
And  stung  the  rascal,  I  suppose  : — 

2. 

For  instantly  he  roared,  and  screamed, 

And  bounded  with  a  yell, 
That  everything  around  him  seemed 

Less  like  to  earth  than  hell. 
"  Oh,  Ma !  oh,  Pa  !  oh,  brother  Dick  ! 
Oh,  run  and  fetch  the  Doctor,  quick  !" 
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3. 

The  Doctor,  sent  for,  came  anoc, 

His  wisdom  to  diffuse; 
He  was  a  Hahnemannian  son, 

And  knew  bis  P's  and  Q's  : — 
The  system  that  he  practised  was 
Similia  similibus. 

4. 

And  with  this  system  to  agree — 

To  lessen  Jakey's  pain — 
The  Doctor  caught  another  bee, 

And  let  it  stwig  again 
Just  there  where  Jakey's  nasal  plot 
The  puncto-poison  wound  had  got ! 

5. 

High  up  flew  Jake,  and  with  a  crash 

Down  came  he  on  the  floor, 
And  knocked  his  smeller  all  to  smash 

Against  the  kitchen  door  ; 
Poor  Jakey  roared,  and  bounced,  and  pitched, 
As  if  poor  Jakey  was  bewitched. 

6. 

Our  Doctor  loved  not  to  propose, 

Nor  system  to  forget  ; 
But  struck  poor  J akey's  flatten'd  nose, 

And  struck  it  flatter  yet  ; — 
For  doing  which  his  reason  was — 
Similia  similibus. 

T. 

'Zounds,  what  a  spring  the  younker  made 

Towards  our  worthy  Doc  ! 
He  sparred,  with  bloody  nose  array'd, 

Just  like  a  fighting-cock  : — 
"  Say  !  gi'  me  such  another  pat, 
An'  I  will  learn  you  tit-for-tat !" 
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8. 

While  yet  his  nose  the  spasm  thrill'd, 

In,  with  a  perfect  rush, 
Came  Sally,  and  a  platter  fill'd 

With  wholesome  buckwheat  mush  ; 
But  J akey  fell  against  the  vase, 
And  splash'd  its  contents  over  his  face. 

9. 

"  Aha  !"  quoth  Doc,  "  I  was  about 

Such  plaster  to  propose — 
'T  will  draw  the  inflammation  out 

Of  our  dear  Jakey's  nose  ; 
But  I  will  yet  prepare,  I  think, 
A  mixture  for  the  boy  to  drink." 

10. 

He  then  went  in  the  yard  a  while, 
Quite  near  the  pump  it  seemed  ; 

When  he  returned  he  held  a  vial 
Through  which  cold  water  gleam'd  ; 

He  put  a  magic  "  powder"  in, 

And  it  was  filled  with  medicine. 

11. 

He  then  observed,—"  Miss  Dutiful, 

Just  take  a  drop  of  this, 
And  put  it  in  a  bucketful 

Of  limpid  water,  miss  ; 
Of  that  a  leetle  drop  you  may 
Give  to  your  brother  thrice  a  day. 

12. 

"  Be  careful  when  you  drop  it  to 'm, 
That  none  drop-  on  yourself  ; — 

'T  is  Spirit  Pandemonium, 
And  burns  like  fire  itself. 

That  plaster  serves  to  soothe  his  pain, 

Don't  move  it  till  I  call  again." 


132 


THE  NEW-YORK 


13. 

Then  Doctor  Saccharum  Lactis  went, 
And  grumbled  with  a  shrug — 

"That  drug  will  doit,  I  consent, 
The  rest  is — hem  ! — humbug." 

No  matter,  it  will  do  to  banter — 

"  Similia  similibus  curantur." 
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TO  OUR  PATRONS. 

J8@*  The  terms  on  which  aloue  this  Journal  can  be  furnished  to 
annual  subscribers  continue  to  be  the  payment  of  two  dollars,  invari- 
ably in  advance,  the  bills  for  which  will  now  be  sent  to  all  who  do  not 
remit  by  mail  or  otherwise.  Distant  subscribers  will  oblige  by  send- 
ing the  amount  through  the  mail,  which  will  be  at  our  risk. 

City  Subscribers  will  be  regularly  served  through  the  Post  Office, 
with  the  postage  prepaid. 

Distant  subscribers  may  rely  on  their  papers  being  regularly  mailed ; 
the  postage,  if  prepaid  quarterly,  cannot  exceed  6  cents  per  annum, 
if  within  500  miles,  or  12  cents  to  any  distance. 

jggg"-  New  Subscribers  may  receive  the  12  numbers  for  1852.  being 
the  fourth  volume,  by  remitting  three  dollars,  which  will  pay  till 
January,  1855. 

Back  numbers,  or  back  volumes,  may  still  be  had,  by  applying  to 
the  Editor,  while  any  remain,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  volume. 

jggp  A  few  more  Advertisements  are  admissible  on  the  usual 
terms. 

All  Communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  [Editor,  No.  852 
Broadway. 


ERRATA, 

To  our  readers,  and  especially  to  the  intelligent  and  accurate  writer 
of  the  "  Parisian  Correspondence,"  of  our  last  number,  we  owe  an 
apologetory,  and  indeed  a  deprecatory  paragraph,  for  the  numerous 
eiTors,  misprints,  erasures,  interpolations  and  perversions  of  language 
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and  sense,  into  which  we  and  our  unfortunate  types  have  been  betrayed 
in  every  portion  of  that  article. 

Our  own  "  absence  from  the  city,"  and  the  alleged  "  illegibility  of 
the  manuscript  copy,"  have  been  already  assigned  as  among  the  rea- 
sons for  iuaccuracies ;  but  we  did  not  then  know  the  extent  of  our 
faults,  which,  as  now  appears,  are  repeated  inalmost  every  paragraph, 
although  many  of  them  are  in  the  orthography  of  the  proper  names, 
and  are  obviously  typographical,  while  others  materially  alter  the  sense, 
and  even  express  nonsense. 

Under  such  circumstances,  we  despair  of  correcting  the  mischief  by 
any  "  Errata,"  and  have  no  other  alternative  than  fully  to  exonerate 
the  letter  writer,  whose  manuscript,  if  our  printers  had  been  furnished 
with  this,  would  have  prevented  the  mishap,  and  done  justice  to  the 
author.  Our  copy  consisted  of  transcripts  only,  from  the  original  let- 
ters, written  by  different  hands,  and  found  by  our  printers  to  be  unin- 
telligible guides  to  the  proof  readers. 

We  can  only  promise  that,  in  future  contributions  from  the  same 
source,  arrangements  are  made  to  avert  the  like  catastrophe.  Nor 
can  we  make  the  amende  honorable  in  any  other  way  than  by  reprint- 
ing the  whole  as  an  Extra,  which  our  subscribers  will  receive  with  this 
number,  and  they  are  requested  to  substitute  it,  in  binding,  for  the 
article  in  our  last  number. 


MEDICAL  LEGISLATION  AT  ALBANY. 

The  Anatomical  bill,  which  had  passed  the  Senate  in  January,  has 
been  amended  in  the  Assembly  by  the  Committee,  though  it  has  not 
yet  been  acted  on  by  the  House.  The  amendments  proposed  still 
leave  the  bill  open  to  the  objection  urged  in  our  last  number,  by  pro- 
viding a  monopoly  of  all  anatomical  material  for  the  Medical  Colleges, 
leaving  the  whole  profession  of  the  cities  and  state  without  a  supply, 
unless  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Colleges,  who  may  exact  any  price  they 
please  from  private  teachers  and  students. 

The  effect  of  the  bill,  if  passed  with  this  monopoly  feature  retained, 
will  inevitably  be,  to  perpetuate  the  criminal  traffic  in  dead  bodies  by 
the  "  resurrectionists,"  who  are  in  great  glee  at  the  prospect  it  opens 
to  them ;  and  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  some  of  them,  known  to  be 
in  the  lobby,  had  suggested  that  the  colleges  should  be  thus  favored 
by  exclusive  legislation,  as  otherwise  their  craft  would  be  in  danger. 
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They  know  that  if  the  whole  profession  of  the  state  were  supplied  under 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  they  would  find  their  "  occupation'gone." 

But  the  chief  amendment  of  the  bill  is,  to  exclude  the  Commission- 
ers of  Emigration  from  the  operation  of  the  law,  and  this  has  been 
made  at  the  instance  of  the  German  and  Irish  emigrant  societies,  who 
remonstrated  against  handing  over  for  dissection  the  bodies  of  the 
foreign  population  they  represent.  Not  a  word  of  opposition  to  these 
remonstrances,  or  the  partial  and  unequal  legislation  proposed,  has 
been  heard  ;  but  when  a  member  of  the  City  Council  calls  upon  that 
body  to  remonstrate  against  thus  making  foreign  emigrants  a  privi- 
leged class,  by  exempting  them  from  a  law  which  hands  over  Ameri- 
can citizens  to  the  surgeons  for  dissection,  and  these  only,  the  medical 
editor  of  the  New  York  Times  waxes  wroth,  and  "  pitches  in"  to 
Councilman  Clancy,  as  though  he  had  no  right  to  remonstrate.  Hap- 
pily the  Common  Council  judged  differently,  and  their  remonstrance1 
has  gone  to  Albany. 

Better  far  that  no  bill  on  the  subject  should  pass  at  this  session, 
than  that  our  statute  book  should  be  disgraced  by  such  unequal  and 
partial  legislation.  For,  by  that  amended  bill  now  before  the  House, 
all  foreigners  dying  within  five  years  after  their  arrival  in  the  country 
are  exempted  from  dissection  ;  while  our  own  citizens  have  no  such 
protection,  but  are  doomed  to  this  fate,  if  their  bodies  are  not  claimed 
within  twenty-four  hours. 

In  the  name  of  the  profession  of  the  state,  and  as  Americans,  we 
protest  against  such  a  law,  as  we  should  protest  with  equal  earnest- 
ness against  exempting  Americans  and  subjecting  foreigners  to  its 
provisions.  We  insist  on  equal  rights  for  both  our  alien  and  citizen 
population,  and  the  unconstitutionality  of  such  a  law  would,  on  this 
ground  alone,  be  declared  by  our  Judiciary,  when  brought  before  the 
proper  tribunal. 

We  earnestly  deprecate  the  consequences  of  the  proposed  law  as 
amended  in  the  Assembly,  and  trust  our  representatives  in  both  Houses 
will  withdraw  from  it  their  support. 


NEW  YORK  OPHTHALMIC  HOSPITAL. 

We  have  received  the  first  annual  Report  of  the  Surgeons  of  this 
institution,  located  at  No.  6  Stuyvesant  Street,  in  the  17th  Ward. 
Already  this  young  and  thriving  enterprise  has  been  successful  in 
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proving  the  pressing  need  there  is  in  this  great  and  growing  city  of 
still  more  provision  for  relieving  the  sufferings  of  the  afflicted  poor, 
and  especially  those  who,  by  diseases  of  the  eye,  are  menaced  with  the 
loss  of  vision — a  calamity  by  which  so  many  are  made  paupers  for  life, 
by  being  incapacitated  for  labor,  and  thus  thrown  upon  public  charity. 

Nearly  1300  patients  have  been  admitted  since  May,  1852,  who 
have  been  under  treatment,  and  more  than  5000  prescriptions  have 
been  put  up  by  the  apothecary  of  the  institution  in  the  same  period. 
Of  the  900  patients  who  have  applied  during  1853,  533  have  been 
cured,  and  160  have  been  relieved,  where  cure  was  found  impractica- 
ble. The  balance,  not  remaining  under  treatment,  are  accounted  for 
variously.  In  43  cases  the  eyes  had  suffered  irreparable  injury  before 
admission,  and  were  hence  beyond  the  reach  of  art. 

Drs.  Stephenson  and  Garrish  are  the  attending  surgeons  of  this 
useful  charity,  which  has  been  conducted  with  strict  economy,  and  de- 
serves a  larger  share  of  private  benevolence,  and  presents  a  strong 
claim  upon  municipal  and  state  patronage.  A  suitable  building  ought 
to  be  provided  for  the  permanent  occupancy  of  the  hospital,  instead 
of  the  humble  rooms  in  which  it  is  now  temporarily  situated,  and  only 
hired  for  the  purpose.  Instead  of  one  Bye  Infirmary,  New  York 
ought  to  have  at  least  four,  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  vast  population. 


NEW  JOURNAL. 

The  first  No.  of  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Monthly  appeared  simultaneously 
with  our  January  issue.  Its  conductors  are  the  seven  members  of  the 
Faculty  at  the  New  York  Medical  College,  all  of  whose  names  appear 
upon  the  title  page,  which  is  certainly  formidable,  and  we  believe  un- 
precedented. Edward  H.  Parker,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  seven,  is 
announced  as  the  Editor,  and  from  his  salutatory  we  learn  that  the 
hospital  department  of  the  new  journal  is  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
"  a  writer  of  ability,  a  surgeon  of  knowledge  and  experience,  a  prac- 
tised lecturer,  and  a  veteran  journalist."  The  gentleman  thus  com- 
mended is  not  named  for  some  reason,  but  is  understood  to  be  Dr. 
Melville,  formerly  of  Canada,  and  now  of  New  York,  who  is  said  to 
merit  the  encomiums  applied  to  him,  as  the  future  numbers  of  the 
journal  are  to  show. 

The  motto  of  the  new  journal  is  significant  and  appropriate,  non 
progredi,  est  regredi,  especially  in  these  days  of  degeneracy  and  pro- 
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gressing  backward,  as  is  alleged,  and  with  too  much  truth,  in  relation 
to  much  that  is  called  "  Young  Physic,"  and  in  mistaking  innovation 
for  improvement,  novelty  for  truth.  The  January  number  contains 
two  original  essays,  three  reviews,  a  chronicle  of  medical  progress,  and 
the  Hospital  department,  which,  with  the  salutatory,  concludes  the 
number. 

The  paper  by  Dr.  Carnochan,  on  the  restoration  of  the  entire  upper 
lip,  is  illustrated  by  plates,  and  is  creditable  to  its  author,  who  is  fast 
rising  in  his  profession  as  a  scientific  and  skilful  surgeon.  The  other 
original  article  is  by  Dr.  Bowditch,  of  Boston,  on  paracentesis  thora- 
cis, and  occupies  nearly  thirty  pages,  and  is  still  "to  be  continued. 
It  would  perhaps  be  uncourteous  to  criticise  its  doctrines  or  practice 
until  the  paper  is  concluded,  and  till  then  we  forbear. 

The  following  announcement  will  prove  that  our  new  neighbor  will 
be  likely  to  escape  the  fate  of  early  extinction,  which  so  often  marks 
the  history  of  medical  periodicals,  here  as  elsewhere,  for  want  of  the 
vabulum  vita.  The  new  editor  will  be  able  to  find  among  his  confreres 
those  who  would  vastly  like  to  be  in  the  same  interesting  predicament, 
viz.  : 

"A  sufficient  amount  of  capital  has  been  secured  to  meet  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  publication  of  a  monthly  issue  of  three  thousand 
copies,  for  several  years  in  any  event." 

We  heartily  welcome  the  American  Medical  Monthly  to  our  list  of 
exchanges,  and  shall  rejoice  in  its  success  in  the  lofty  position  it  as- 
sumes When  its  editor  speaks  of  New  York  as  "  annually  educating 
from  six  to  seven  hundred  students,"  however,  he  must  "draw  upon 
his  imagination  for  his  facts;"  but  perhaps  he  is  speaking  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  success  of  our  "three  medical  schools,"  not  certainly  m 
esse  but  in  future,  for  the  number  he  names  are  not,  nor  ever  have 
been  educated  in  our  City.  We  wish  it  were  otherwise,  but  at  the 
present  hour  there  are  not  five  hundred  in  the  "  three  medical  schools 
of  New  York  "  including  ■  dead  heads,"  beneficiaries,  and  hangers-on 
of  every  variety.  We  have  heretofore  reported  the  facts  in  relation 
to  all  the  schools  here,  and  said  of  their  numbers  all  that  the  truth  will 
warrant,  and  we  challenge  contradiction  from  any  quarter.  There  is 
no  occasion  for  exaggeration. 
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New  |3ublication0. 

[J8@*  Certain  parties  here,  not  content  with  the  judgment  of  the 
American  press,  have  sent  over  to  the  London  Lancet  a  copy  of  the 
book  named  below,  thus  provoking  from  the  veteran  editor  the  follow- 
ing criticism.  We  submit  that  our  brief  notice  of  this  miserable 
abortion  is  here  fully  vindicated.  We  wonder  whether  anybody  will 
hereafter  make  it  a  text  book  ?] 

FROM  THE  LONDON  LANCET,  JANUARY,  1854. 

A  Manual  of  Obstetrics.    By  Thomas  F.  Cock,  M.D.,  Physician  to 
the  New  York  Lying-in  Asylum,  &c.    New  York.    Wood.  1853. 

"  It  would  not  be  just  to  criticise  the  defects  of  this  work  without 
stating  the  author's  design.  "It  makes  no  pretension  to  originality; 
it  is  avowedly  a  compilation."  Compression  has  been  carried  to  such 
a  length,  that  the  author  or  the  publisher  practises  elision  on  every 
possible  occasion.  Articles,  prepositions,  pronouns,  all  superfluous 
expletives,  are  sternly  expelled.  The  book  is  brought  down  to  a  bare 
enumeration  of  subjects,  and  such  a  series  of  headings  as  may  be  sug- 
gestive to  the  minds  of  those  previously  informed  upon  the  subject, 
but  which  can  be  of  little  value  for  the  purpose  of  instruction.  It  is, 
in  fact,  an  extended  syllabus  of  a  course  of  lectures,  that  may  be 
useful  as  a  guide  to  the  lecturer  to  facilitate  his  oral  communications 
with  his  pupils.  Apart,  however,  from  this  use,  we  cannot  recom- 
mend it.  It  is  one  of  a  class  of  books  of  which  we  cannot  approve. 
It  appeals  to  the  unreflecting  memory  of  the  student  ;  it  tends  to  di- 
vert him  from  the  exercise  of  the  more  valuable  faculty  of  reasoning, 
and  from  the  cultivation  of  his  judgment.  In  the  process  of  contrac- 
tion and  abbreviation,  salient  points,  the  results  of  experience  and 
reflection,  only  remain.  The  steps  by  which  results  have  been  arrived 
at,  and  the  logical  induction  from  facts,  constitute  by  far  the  most 
valuable  part  of  education.  The  student  who  neglects  this  will 
assuredly  be  nothing  better  than  a  routine,  dogmatical,  empirical 
practitioner.  To  the  real  student  such  a  book  as  the  one  before  us 
is  no  assistance  ;  it  saves  no  time.  Such  a  book  will  never  help  to 
make  him  a  master.  It  is  not,  indeed,  professed  that  it  ought  "to 
turn  aside  the  student  from  the  study  of  elaborate  treatises  f  neither 
in  our  opinion  is  it  at  all  useful  as  an  aid  to  their  better  comprehen- 
sion." 
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Pereira's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.   Vol.  II.   Blanchard  &  Lea, 
Philadelphia,  1854. 

The  second  volume  of  this  great  work  has  just  been  issued,  and  completes  this 
extensive  and  elaborate  standard  authority  in  this  department.  The  latest  dis- 
coveries and  improvements  will  be  found  here.  It  is  ably  edited,  as  heretofore, 
by  Professor  Carson. 

Bohn's  Classicai,  Library.    New  York.    Bangs  &  Brother,  1854. 

Socrates'  Ecclesiastical  History,  with  the  Metamorphoses  and  other  works 
of  Apuleius,  are  among  the  latest  issues  in  this  series  of  ancient  literature,  and 
will  be  sought  after  by  every  scholar,  and  every  student  who  seeks  to  become 
such. 

Braithwaite's  Retrospect.    Stringer  &  Townsend.  New  York,  January,  1854. 
Rankino's  Half  Yearly  Abstract.    Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  Philadelphia, 
January,  1854. 

These  well-known  condensers  of  the  current  medical  knowledge,  and  passing 
medical  literature  of  the  last  half  year,  are  already  so  much  prized  by  the  pro- 
fession everywhere,  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  announce  that  these  semi-annual 
publications  have  appeared,  to  ensure  a  ready  and  increasing  sale.  Multum  in 
parvo,  is  the  feature  in  medical  periodicals,  which  suits  the  need  of  the  busy 
practitioner,  whose  time  is  absorbed  in  his  multifarious  duties. 
London  Lancet.    Stringer  &  Townsend.    New  York,  1854. 

The  January  number  contains  Clinical  Lectures,  worthy  the  name,  any  one 
of  which  is  worth  the  price  of  a  volume.  "We  commend  this  periodical  to  both 
physicians  and  students,  as  unsurpassed  in  real  value,  and  deserving  still  wider 
circulation. 

HOMCEOPATHY  ;  ITS  TENETS  AND   TENDENCIES,  THEORETICAL,  THEOLOGICAL  AND 

Therapeutical.  By  James  Y.  Simpson,  M.  D.  First  American,  from  the 
third  Edinburgh  edition.  Philadelphia.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1854. 
The  publishers  of  this  reprint  of  Professor  Simpson's  truly  great  work,  on  a 
very  small  subject,  have  conferred  an  obligation  upon  our  profession  and  the 
public  ;  for  so  elaborate,  complete  and  thorough  dissection  of  the  body  and  soul 
of  Homoeopathy,  such  an  extinguisher  upon  the  author,  critics,  eulogists,  prac- 
titioners, teachers,  amateurs  and  toadies  of  this  flagrant  delusion  and  cheat, 
has  never  before  appeared.  As  its  title  implies,  this  book  condescends  to 
examine,  investigate,  analyze  and  expose  the  system,  in  the  light  of  history, 
logic,  facts  and  fictions,  arguments  and  analogies,  demonstrating  its  unutterable 
mischiefs,  as  well  as  its  intrinsic  absurdities.  Professor  Simpson,  who  had 
already  reared  for  himself  an  imperishable  monument  of  reputation  and  profes- 
sional renown,  has  in  this  work  rendered  a  tribute  to  scientific  truth,  which,  had 
he  done  nothing  else  during  his  long  and  useful  career,  would  suffice  as  a  pass- 
port to  a  mortal  immortality.  The  forthcoming  meagre  and  imbecile  reply  of 
the  apostate  Prof.  Henderson,  now  in  the  press  of  the  same  American  publishers, 
will  show  how  impotent  and  puerile  must  be  the  struggles  of  the  whole  Homoeo- 
pathic press,  to  escape  the  annihilation  to  which  Professor  Simpson  has  doomed 
the  whole  theory  and  practice  of  defunct  Hahnemannism. 
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Pneumonia  ;  its  supposed  connection,  Pathological  and  Etiological,  with 
Autumnal  Fevers  ;  including  an  inquiry  into  the  existence  and  morbid 
agency  oe  Malaria.  By  R.  La  Roche,  M.  D.,  &c.  Philadelphia.  Blanchard 
&  Lea,  1854. 

We  have  heretofore  had  occasion  to  express  our  high  estimate  of  the  author 
of  this  work,  in  view  of  his  profound  attainments  in  the  literature  of  scholastic 
medicine,  as  exhibited  in  his  former  contributions  to  the  press.  That  estimate 
has  become  exalted,  by  the  cursory  glance  we  have  been  able  to  take  of  this 
new  and  original  book,  on  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  which  can  occupy 
the  minds  of  practical  men  in  our  profession,  especially  in  the  United  States. 
The  author  had  prepared  us  to  expect  a  treatise  from  him,  by  his  brief  papers  on 
kindred  topics  in  the  periodical  press,  and  yet  in  the  work  before  us  he  has 
exhibited  an  amount  of  industry  and  learning,  research  and  ability,  beyond  what 
we  are  accustomed  to  discover  in  modern  medical  writers ;  while  his  own 
extensive  opportunities  for  observation  and  experience  have  been  improved  by 
the  most  laudable  diligence,  and  display  a  familiarity  with  the  whole  subject  in 
every  aspect,  which  commands  both  our  respect  and  confidence.  As  a  correc- 
tive of  prevalent  and  mischievous  error,  sought  to  be  propagated  by  novices 
and  innovators,  we  could  wish  that  Dr.  La  Roche's  book  could  be  widely  read. 
A  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  W.  Lawrence,  P.  R.  S.,  &c.    A  new 

edition,  edited  with  numerous  additions,  and  243  illustrations,  by  Isaac  Hays, 

M.  D.,  &c.    Philadelphia.  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 

This  standard  text  book  on  the  department  of  which  it  treats,  has  not  been 
superseded,  by  any  or  all  of  the  numerous  publications  on  the  subject  heretofore 
issued.  Nor  with  the  multiplied  improvements  of  Dr.  Hays,  the  American  ed- 
itor, is  it  at  all  likely  that  this  great  work  will  cease  to  merit  the  confidence  and 
preference  of  students  or  practitioners.  Its  ample  extent — nearly  1000  large 
octavo  pages — has  enabled  both  author  and  editor  to  do  justice  to  all  the  details 
of  this  subject,  and  condense  in  this  single  volume  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  of  the  whole  science  in  this  department,  whereby  its  practical  value 
cannot  be  excelled.  We  heartily  commend  it,  especially  as  a  book  of  reference, 
indispensible  in  every  medical  library.  The  additions  of  the  American  editor 
very  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  the  work,  exhibiting  the  learning  and  expe- 
rience of  Dr.  Hays,  in  the  light  in  which  he  ought  to  be  held,  as  a  standard  au- 
thority on  all  subjects  appertaining  to  this  speciality,  to  which  he  has  rendered 
so  many  valuable  contributions. 


Miscellaneous  Items. 

Putman's  Magazine  is  degenerating,  we  fear,  into  the  organ  of  Homoeopathy, 
so  that  our  quondam  friend,  Dr.  Kirby,  will  find  his  "  occupation  gone."  A 
correspondent  in  this  number  "pitches  into"  Putnam  and  his  new  protege  with 
as  much  zeal  as  the  Magazine  evinces  in  pressing  the  claims  of  that  other  and 
kindred  humbug,  the  "Lost  Prince,"  and  the  Bourbon  Indian  !  Vive  la  baga- 
telle. 
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The  notorious  and  infamous  Madame  Restell  of  this  city,  a  professed  abortionist, 
whose  deeds  of  darkness  and  blood  have  long  since  consigned  her  to  the  nomi- 
nal punishment  of  confinement  in  the  Penitentiary,  has  again  been  arrested  on 
the  charge  of  a  triple  repetition  of  her  murders,  preferred  by  a  young 
woman,  who  swears  that  she  has  been  the  subject  of  these  several  operations  at 
the  instance  of  her  wealthy  seducer  and  paramour.  All  the  parties  are  in  cus- 
tody, and,  but  for  a  lamentable  defect  in  human  laws,  they  should  be  hanged 
together  on  the  same  gallows,  as  a  warning  against  this  fiendish  and  awfully 
frequent  crime,  which  is  perpetrated  in  this  city  to  an  extent  enough  to  "  make 
the  check  of  darkness  pale."  Our  laws  can  only  punish  this  wholesale  murder- 
ess by  a  brief  term  in  the  States  Prison,  if  her  bloody  gains  do  not  prevent  her 
conviction,  even  if  guilty.  Even  then  her  horrible  trade  will  be  carried  on  by 
proxy,  and  newspapers  will  be  found  base  enough  to  insert  advertisements  which 
ought  to  constitute  each  of  their  proprietors  particeps  punitatis,  as  he  doubt- 
less is  particeps  criminis. 

The  American  Medical  Monthly,  in  commenting  on  the  inadequate  clinical 
instruction  at  the  N.  Y.  Hospital,  records  the  significant  fact  that  the  old 
"  lecture  room"  is  now  "  used  as  a  Court  Room  for  the  Coroners  ."'  The 
Surgeons  there  will  deem  this  "  the  unkindest  cut  of  all.'' 

Another  resignation  at  Bellevue  Hospital  has  occurred  in  the  person  of  Dr. 
J.  C.  Forester,  and  the  vacancy  will  probably  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Dr.  J.  W.Corson,  though  the  Medical  Board  have  sent  the  name  of  Dr.  Elliot  as 
their  nominee.    JVot/s  verron. 


Receipts  for  1854,  not  otherwise  acknowledged,  viz : — Drs.  Rogers,  Palmer, 
Belcher.  Hubbard.  Beales,  Davis,  Cammann,  O'Reilly,  Perkins,  Ayres,  Jones, 
Drake,  Amerman,  Whiting,  Storer,  Mott,  Bibbins,  Trenor,  Nelson,  Barker,  Eager, 
Sweeny,  Francis,  Stephenson,  Bodinier,  Watson,  Detmold,  Parmly,  Turner,  J. 
O'Reilly,  Parker,  W.  H.  Jackson,  Brown,  Boyd,  Foster,  S.  Jackson,  Peaslee,  Sco- 
field,  J.  Miller,  J.  Buckler,  Assenheimer,  Fitch,  Welker,  Bennett.  Lenoir,  Rudd, 
Pancoast,  Norris,  Mosely,  Stille,  Mutter,  Gibson,  Purcell. Sleight.  Roath,  Hibbard. 
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ALBANY  MEDICAL  COL-irilO  THE  MEDICAL  PBOFES. 
LEGE . — The  next  Course  of  Lectures  unU\  M.      SION--Thc  Subscriber  having  relin 


commence  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  nf  February,  1854 
and  continue  sixteen  uxeks.  Two  Courses  of  Lee- 
tures  are  delivered  annually  at  this  Institution, 
one  commencing  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  Septem- 
ber, and  the  other  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  Feb- 
ruary— each  continuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees 
are  conferred  at  the  close  of  each  term. 

Alden  March,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

James  McNaughton,  If.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

James  H.  Amsrv,  M.  P.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Thomas  Hun,  M.  I).,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 

Amos  Pean,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

Howard  Townsenti,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 
Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  the  first  course.  $60;  for  both  courses, 
if  paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  course. 
S100.  Matriculation  fee,  $5;  Graduation  fee. 
S20.  The  Clinical  lectures  at  the  Hospital  are 
free  of  charge.  There  will  be  Clinique  every 
Saturday  in  the  College,  as  usual.  Expenses  of 
Boarding  from  $2  to  S3  per  week. 

HOWARD  TOWNSENR,  Registrar. 

ANELIGIBLE  OPENING  FOR 
-    A  YOUNG  PHYSICIAN.— A 

Physician  long  practising  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, wishes  to  sell  his  situation  with  a  view  of 
retiring.  The  location  is  eligible,  the  property' 
every  way  desirable,  and  the  terms  easy.  Or  he 
would  take  a  young  physician  of  thorough  qual 
ifications,  professional  and  moral,  as  a  partner 
with  the  view  of  transferring  to  him  his  thriv 
ing  business.  Possession  in  either  case  immedi 
ately.  For  particulars,  address  the  Editor  of 
this  Journal. 

UNIVERSITY  of  NASHVILLE 
Medical  Department. — The  Annual  Course 
of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will  commence 
on  Monday  the  30th  of  October  next,  and  con- 
tinue to  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho 
logical  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Institutes  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

C.  K.  Winston,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Med 
ical  Jurisprudence. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Wiluam  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  Stu 
dents  on  the  first  Monday  in  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures  will  be 
given  by  the  Professors,  commencing  also  on  the 
first  Monday  of  October. 

Fee  of  each  Professor,  $15.  Matriculation 
ticket  $5;  Dissecting  ticket  $10;  Graduation  fee 
$25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  at  from 
$2.50  to  $3  per  week.  Further  information  may- 
be obtained  by  addressing  the  Dean. 

J  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Tennessee. 


quished  the  practice  of  Medicine,  intends  devot- 
ing his  time  and  attention  to  the  practical 
details  of  Pharmacy. 

He  would  respectfully  inform  his  Medical 
brethren  that  he  has  purchased  the  Store,  No. 
809  Broadway,  lately  occupied  by  George  G. 
Coggeshall,  and  that  lie  will  there  carry  on  the 
business  of  an  Apothecary,  in  connection  with 
his  old  established  stand  at  No.  6  Bowery,  and 
hopes  that,  with  capable  assistants  and  strict 
attention,  he  will  merit  and  receive  a  continu- 
ance of  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed. 

The  Profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in 
every  article  being  of  the  best  possible  quality 
dispensed. 

WJ1.  J.  OLLTFF, 
NTo.  6  Bowery,  and  809  Broadway,  near  11th  St. 
New  York,  January,  1854. 


CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COL. 
LEGE. — There  are  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  annually,  in  Castleton  Medical  College. 

The  Si-ring  Session  commencing  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Autumnal  Session 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
will  continue  four  months. 

Joseph  Perkins.  M.  1).,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Obstetrics. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 
Midiu.eton  Goldsmith,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 
William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

Coryolon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anato- 
my and  Physiology. 

George  Hudley,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History. 

AdrainT.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy- 
Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  ;  Board  from 
$2,00  to  $2,50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  M.  D., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Castleton,  Vermont,  Dec.  1,  1853. 


THE  ORTHOPOZDIC  INSTI- 
TUTION, lor  the  cure  of  deformities, 
457,  459  and  461  Pacific  Street,  South  Brooklyn 
affords  to  in-door  patients,  afflicted  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda- 
tion, Orthopaedic  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
at  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  private  patients  only.  The 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
clinical  instruction  will  he  given  to  Medical  Stu- 
dents, who  may  favor  the  institution  with  their 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re- 
spectfully invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
their  attention  and  visits. 
Physicians  of  the  Institution, 

L.  BAUER,  M.  P.,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
(Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ortho- 
pajdic  Institution  in  Manchester,  G.  B.  Low,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London  etc. 

R.  BARTHELMESS,  M.  P.,  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon (Wurzburg,  Bavaria,)  formerly  Assistant 
Physician  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital  of  Wurzburg 
and  of  the  City  Hospital  in  Nuremburg,  Bava- 
ria, University. 
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MARSH'S  RADICAL.  CURE 
TRUSS — The  peculiarity  of  this  Truss  i 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certainty  with  ! 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate  : 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
outer  and  inner  ring,  thus  effectually  support- 
ing the  bowel,  and  keeping  it  absolutely  within 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  the 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  ;  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certainty 
with  which  this  is  done,  and  the  complete  im- 
mobility of  the  pad  ;  when  he  is  told  that  the  , 
pad  is  an  oral  ring,  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening, 
the  integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  internal  and  external  circumfer 
ence  of  the  pad,  and  thus  effectually  securing  it 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  most 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  !  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retain- 
ing Truss  ;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  open- 
ing of  the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  is 
known  to  every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  most 
safely  produced  by  external  mechanical  pressure 
is  equally  apparent  to  the  common  sense  of  every 
reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  has  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  of 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad, 
attached  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  is 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  of 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
screw;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressure 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  ol 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  truss 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  met 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par- 
ker, Carnachan,  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  oi 
this  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor- 
ough trials  in  volumnious  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  severe 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct. 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

marsh" &  CO.'S 

UNION  ORTHOPAEDIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  i  1-2  Maiden  Lane, 
NEW-YORK. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians,  Inven- 
tors and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Support 
for  Lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine 
for  the  cure  of  Club-Feet,  Bow-Legs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities,  Elastic  Stockings  and 
Knee-Caps ;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins, 
&c. 

A  new  style  of  Suspensory  Bandage,  superior 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  New  and 
Improved  Light,  Elastic  Suspender  Shoulder 
Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 
A  comprehensive  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip- 
tive of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  illustra- 


ted by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 
for  its  relief,  will  be  sent  gratis  to  Physicians  on 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


COPAIVA  BALSAM  GLUTEN 
CAPSULES,  approved  by  the  Academy  of 
Medicine  in  Paris,  prepared  and  improved  by 
Mathey — Caylus,  Chemist.  Peculiar  advantages 
of  the  Gluten  Capsules. 

They  are  distinguished  from  the  other  prepar- 
ations of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantages  : 
1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  all 
necessity  the  use  of  a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  gen- 
uine.— Now  it  is  manifest  that  this  substance 
succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of 
purity.  The  same  condition  not  being  indispen- 
sable in  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  it  frequently 
happens  that  it  is  adulterated.  There  are  even 
some  sold  that  merely  contain  oil  slightly  im- 
pregnated with  Copaioa. — An  infamous  fraud 
which  could  hardly  be  believed,  did  not  recent 
experiments  made  by  professors  of  the  Medical 
and  Pharmaceutical  College  afford  ample  proofs. 

2d.  They  are  perfectly  endured  by  the  pa- 
tients without  their  feeling  any  uneasiness  or 
disgust. 

3d.  They  never  give  rise  to  that  fatiguing 
nausea  and  disagreeable  eructation,  or  pains  in 
the  stomach  of  which  those  who  make  use  of 
other  preparations  of  Copaiva  complain,  espe- 
cially when  it  is  prepared  in  a  liquid  state.  This 
important  advantage  is  attributed,  on  the  one 
hand  to  the  slight  thickness  which  we  give  to 
the  Copaiva.  and  also  to  the  very  nature  of  the 
gluten  envelope  which  in  spite  of  its  extreme 
tenuity  is  however  resistant  enough  not  to  let 
the  medicinal  substance  escape  till  its  passage 
through  the  intestine. 

4th.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine 
Capsules,  they  contain  as  much  copaiva  ;  which 
is  explained  by  the  difference  in  the  thickness 
of  the  envelope  ;  the  gluten  Capsule  weighing 
2  grains,  whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsule  weighs  12, 
which  can  be  easily  proved. 

5th.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that 
they  succeed  where  other  medicines  have  proved 
a  failure. 

6th,  Lastly  their  regular  shape  and  small 
volume,  so  favorable  to  deglutition,  their  agree- 
able appearance,  which  is  more  like  a  sugar- 
plum than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  more 
easy,  even  for  the  most  qualmish  medicines 
takers.  Each  bottle  holds  64  Capsules. 
General  Depot  at 

HEX  CATALOG NE  &  CO., 
32  John  St.,  N.  Y. 
Sole  Agents  for  the  United  States,  Mexico, 
West  Indies,  and  Cuba. 
Wholesale  and  retail  at  the  principal  Druggists. 


DR.  S.  M.  ELLIOTT'S  ANNUAL 
COURSE  OF  LECTURES  on  the  Theory  and 
f  ractice  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
including  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathol- 
ogy of  the  Human  Eye,  will  be  resumed  in  the 
second  week  of  December,  and  continued  during 
the  Winter  months.  The  Course  will  be  illus- 
trated by  magnified  Drawings,  by  Microscopic 
and  Clinical  demonstrations,  and  by  actual  Dis- 
sections of  the  Organ  in  the  presence  of  the 
Class.  Circulars  containing  full  particulars  and 
testimonials  from  the  highest  Medical  Professors 
in  New  York,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Office,  No. 
498  Broadway. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  "PALMER'S  PATENT" 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  I  hiladelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  and  Manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
thing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  country  or  in  Eurpe.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  "  THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  LIMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.    It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb 


had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  and 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien- 
tific Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented, 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux,  Paris,  forty  years,  and  M.  LALLEMAND, 
SIR  Wn.LIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H 
GREEN  Esq.,  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  sue 
cess  in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
case  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per 
sons,  are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
country,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit : 

"I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is  beau- 
tiful ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos- 
sess it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VAL  ENTINE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University 

New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 

"I  have  seen  several  °f  the  Artificial  Legs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use, 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.        WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  P. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  29,  1851," 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man- 
ufactured by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits, 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  have 
been  »perated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  D. 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 

Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc 
New  York,  April  12, 1853." 


"  Gentlemen. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers. Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon. 
To  Messrs  B.  F.  Palmer  &  Co. 

U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.   Feb.  7,  1851." 
"  I  have  examined  the  Artificial  Leg  construc- 
ted by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  D. 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

Philadelphia,  March  27, 1851. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College,  Phila. ' ' 
I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
ery  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn." 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851. 

SURGEONS  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co. ,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
seem  possible.  We  recommend  them  with  plea- 
sure and  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 
assistance 


Surgeons  and  Physicians 
to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 


JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
S.  D.  TOVVNSEND, 
J.  MASON  WARREN, 
D.  H.  STORER, 

N.  B. — All  orders  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  the 
states  of  New  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  they  will  be  executed.  All 
others  to  Philadelphia. 

B.  F.  PALMER,  E.  D.  HUDSON, 

A.  S.  CURRIER. 
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OTTO  &  KflEHLER, 
Street- 


58  Chatham 
econd  floor. — By  an  experience  of 
a  long  series  of  years  in  Europe  ami  the  United 
States,  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of 
Surgical  and  Orthopedical  Machine!  and  Instru- 
ments, Trusses.  Jiamlagcs,  die,  dec,  in  sucli  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our  age 
in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably.  We 
thereore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons  to  give 
us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham  st.,  (2d  floor) 
and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles,  especially 
our  improved  instrument  for  Vaccination  which 
is  the  most  finished  article  of  its  kind. 

«  etheiCpearls." 

DELX.UC  &  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
given,  without  smell,  taste  or  ei'apnralvm  ;  they 
have  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Tamiatc  of  Quinine, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents 

DELLTJC  &  CO., 

CHESISTS 

581  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention 
to  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLE? 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well  to 
give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES.  PERFUMERY,  &c,  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y. 
The  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up  in 
beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  re- 
tailing, and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give 
dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser,"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — 'For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kepha- 
lia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and 
promoeting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeni- 
ably fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only  by  A. 
&  J.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y.,  is  uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made, 
and  is  kept  bv  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted  gen- 
uine, an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com 
plexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear- 
ness and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 


KNICKERBOCKER  LIFE  IN- 
SURANCE COMPAlVVjOFTim 

City  of  New  York,  corner  of  Fourteenth  Street 
and  Eighth  Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker 
Rank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen- 
eral Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  deposited  $100,000  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
a  security  for  the  insured,  additional  to  the 
receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transact 
the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurance  on  the  most 
favorable  terms  consistent  with  security  and 
stability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  partiicipation 
in  profits. 

DIRECTORS  : 
Erastus  Lyman,  Henry  Dean, 

Joseph  W.  Savage,         Isaac  Hendricks, 
Henry  Dubois, 
M.  Hopper  Mott, 
I^jrain  Freeman, 
Henry  I,efman, 
Hon.  W.  Wright, 
John  M'Chain, 
John  Denham, 
J.  W.  Howe, 
John  A.  Gun, 


John  B.  Kitching, 
James  S.  Gibbons, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr. 
Isaac  Kip,  Jr. 
Pierre  C.  Kane. 
William  Charters, 
Mark  Cornell, 
'  C.  Wheeler, 
J.  H.  Homer, 
B.  F.  Manierre. 
Cummings  H.  Tucker, 
Richard  H.  Bull, 
Anthony  Thornton, 
Robert  Ayres, 
Gen.  Elijah  Ward, 
William  A.  Wheeler, 
\bel  Thompson, 
G.  .  Howell. 
W  illiam  W.  Cornell, 
James  R.  Del  Vecchio, 

James  Stephens. 
ERASTUS  LYMAN,  President. 
STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER,  Vice  President. 
RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 
RICHARD  H.  BULL,  Actuary. 
DAVID  M.  REESE,  M.  D.,  Medical  Examiner,  852 
Broadway. 


W.  E.  Smith  Jr. 
William  Winslow, 
Concklin  L.  Martin, 
A.  Bridgeman, 
George  M.  Vannort, 
Henry  D.  Crane, 
Charles  0.  Richardson, 
John  S.  Meyer, 
Edward  Coles, 
Henry  B.  Bolster, 
James  M.  Chapman, 


318  Greenwich  st.,  New  York. 


COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER 

JOB  PRINTING  OFFICE, 

Corner  of  Pine  and  William  Sts.,  N.  Y. 

THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER,  having  en- 
larged their  building,  have  appropriated  a  portion 
of  it  for  a  general 

!©§&  &  $m  miwnm  ©ffhse. 

Its  business  will  be  conducted  by  Francis  A. 
Hall.  John  G.  Clayton  and  John  Medole,  un- 
der the  firm  of 

HALL,  CLAYTON  &  CO. 

With  a  large  stock  of  entirely  new  Type,  an 
ample  equipment  of  Machine  Presses  of  the  most 
approved  construction,  with  Steam  for  the 
motive  power,  and  the  aid  of  the  most  skillful 
practical  assistants  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, the  proprietors  feel  authorized  to  say, 
that  their  facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  any 
other  establishment  for  the  prompt  and  satis- 
factory execution  of  all  work  which  may  be 
entrusted  to  them. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Druggists'  Print- 
ing of  all  descriptions. 


NEW-YOEK  MEDICAL  GAZETTE 

AND 

JOURNAL,  OF  HEALTH. 


Do!.  V.  april,  1854.  No.  4. 


©rigtnal  iBcpartnunt. 

Dr.  Reese  : 

My  Dear  Sir: — You  are  probably  aware  that  there  has  been 
recently  issued  from  the  Crystal  Palace  a  pamphlet,  giving  the  names 
of  the  individual  members  of  the  committees,  and  the  awards  they  had 
sanctioned  in  the  several  departments,  at  the  Exhibition,  to  which 
they  respectively  appertained.  Among  Lhem  is  that  on  Dentistry,  but 
which,  as  stated  in  this  pamphlet,  is  so  totally  incorrect  as  to  have 
induced  an  inquiry  on  the  subject  from  the  Chairman  of  Jury  P, 
Professor  J.  Renwick,  on  whose  responsibility  it  would  appear  that 
this  matter  rests. 

The  substance  of  his  statement  is  so  fully  given  in  the  reply  to  his 
letter,  as  to  place  the  merits  of  the  question  within  the  comprehension 
of  every  reader.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  place  this  document 
before  the  public,  through  the  pages  of  your  valuable  and  extensively 
circulating  Journal  ? 

And  oblige  yours, 

Very  truly, 

JOHN  TRENOR, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Dentistry,  Crystal  Palace  Exhibition. 
New  York,  21st  February,  1854. 

To  Professor  J.  Renwick, 

Chairman  of  Jury  F,  of  the  New  York  Industrial  Exhibition. 
My  Dear  Sir  : — 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1th  instant,  in  reply  to 
my  inquiries,  (as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Dentistry,  at  the 
late  Crystal  Palace  Exhibition,)  for  the  information  as  to  the  cause* 
10 
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of  the  discrepancy  between  your  published  report  and  that  authorized 
by  the  majority  of  the  said  committee,  and  approved  of  by  the  umpire, 
to  whom  this  report  (with  the  minority  one,  signed  by  one  mem- 
ber) was  agreed  to  be  referred.  I  must,  however,  beg  leave  to  call 
your  attention  again  to  this  subject. 

The  committee,  as  you  know,  consisted  of  four.  You  are  also 
aware  that  there  were  but  twelve  cases  on  Dentistry  in  the  Exhibi- 
tion. After  a  careful  examination,  three  of  the  committee  awarded 
prizes  to  two  of  these  cases,  viz. :  to  Norman  W.  Kingsley,  of  this  city, 
and  to  Dr.  Reynolds,  of  Philadelphia.  The  other  cases  they  did  not 
consider  as  possessing  any  special  merit,  and  not  entitled,  therefore,  to 
any  particular  notice.  The  minority  report,  however,  dealt  out  the 
awards  very  freely.  In  this  stage  of  the  business  an  umpire  was 
selected,  who  approved  of  the  principles  on  which  the  majority  report 
was  based,  as  well  as  the  awards  made  therein,  merely  adding  one 
more  case,  that  of  Warren  Rowcll,  of  this  city,  increasing  the  number 
to  three  to  which  prizes  were  to  be  given. 

Without  any  intimation  whatever  to  the  committee,  or  to  the 
umpire,  of  your  intentions,  you  added  five  more  to  the  list  for  prizes, 
and  have  published  these  to  the  world  as  the  awards  made  by  the 
committee,  whose  names  are  appended  as  having  sanctioned  the  pro- 
ceeding. How  far  this  can  be  considered  correct,  is  plain  enough  to 
every  one's  capacity.  You  cannot,  of  course,  but  perceive  the  weight 
which  a  majority  report  of  three  to  one,  on  any  subject,  carries  with  it, 
and  to  this  is  to  be  added  the  decision  of  an  intelligent  umpire,  by 
whose  opinion  all  parties  had  consented  to  abide.  Any  alteration, 
therefore,  of  such  decision,  and  that  without  asking  or  consulting 
either  with  the  members  of  the  committee  or  even  the  umpire,  was 
taking  a  liberty  of  so  exceptionable  a  character,  as  to  justify  the 
strongest  expressions  of  disapprobation.  That  you  have  felt  it  to  be 
a  departure  from  what  was  right  and  proper,  is  clearly  to  be  inferred, 
from  the  reasons  you  give  for  pursuing  this  course,  as  well  as  the 
authorities  you  cite,  in  order  to  sustain  you  in  what  you  have  done. 
You  cannot  be  surprised,  nevertheless,  that  I  should  deem  it  my  duty 
to  examine  and  comment  upon  the  statement  you  have  made. 

First,  then,  I  quote  from  .your  letter,  "  that  the  work  had  already 
been  performed  by  another  gentleman."  You,  sir,  surely  need  not  be 
told  that  this  gentleman,  in  consenting  to  join  a  committee  of  three 
others,  merged  thereby  his  opinions  in  (or  was  willing  so  to  modify 
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them,  as  to  meet  the  views  of)  the  majority,  if  he  felt  that  he  could 
do  so  with  propriety,  and  such  was  precisely  the  fact  in  this  case,  so 
that  his  individual  opinion  ceases  to  be  considered  alone  applicable, 
and  his  previous  report  was  consequently  withdrawn.  That  such  was 
the  light  in  which  you,  sir,  also  viewed  this  matter  at  that  time,  seems 
undeniable,  from  the  fact  that  neither  the  paper  itself,  nor  any  allusion 
to  this  separate  report,  was  made  by  you,  on  giving  to  the  umpire  such 
documents  and  information  as  you  considered  he  would  require,  to 
enable  him  fully  to  understand  all  the  bearings  of  the  question  upon 
which  he  was  selected  to  decide. 

Secondly,  That  the  committee  had  disagreed  in  opinion.  Can  it 
be  necessary  to  inform  you  that  this  is  a  very  common  thing  in  all 
committees  ?  Nor  is  it  unusual  for  such  differences  to  terminate,  as 
they  did  in  this  case,  by  a  minority  report,  sanctioned  in  this  instance 
but  by  one  member,  he  being  the  only  one  with  whom  the  slightest 
difference  had  occurred.  Neither  was  he  the  gentleman  who  had  pre- 
sented the  first  report. 

Thirdly,  "  You  are  not,  however,  aware,"  (I  again  quote  from  your 
letter,)  "  that  the  only  reason  that  led  to  the  addition  of  members  to 
the  original  single  reporter,  was  the  hope  that  a  more  extended  list  of 
prizes,  and  one,  for  that  reason,  more  satisfactory  to  the  exhibitors, 
might  be  obtained." 

Had  you,  sir,  communicated  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  on 
Dentistry,  when  they  first  met  you  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  what  the 
extract  just  quoted  indicates,  (and  this  was  demanded  of  you,  by  every 
consideration  of  propriety  and  courtesy,)  they  would  have  been  left 
free  to  follow  or  not,  as  they  thought  proper,  the  very  singular  course 
which,  as  it  appears  by  the  above  extract,  you  had  then  intended  to 
pursue.  By  your  want  of  frankness  and  fairness  in  withholding  this 
information  at  that  time,  permit  me  to  tell  you,  sir,  that  you  have 
offered  a  gratuitous  mark  of  disrespect,  not  to  say  of  insult,  to  the  un- 
derstandings of  those  gentlemen  whom  you  had  invited  to  give  their 
time  and  professional  advice  and  opinions  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
and  the  Crystal  Palace  Exhibition. 

The  authorities  too,  sir,  which  you  have  adduced  to  sustain  you  in 
the  course  you  have  seen  fit  to  pursue  in  reference  to  this  committee, 
and  the  objects  for  which  it  was  constituted,  will  prove  quite  as  un- 
sound and  unsatisfactory  as  your  mode  of  reasoning  is  manifestly  feeble 
and  fallacious. 
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I  must  again  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  from  your  letter.  "  In 
this  state  of  things,  I  proposed,  and  the  sub-committee  assented,  that 
I  should  take  the  advice  of  the  sub-committee  on  Surgical  Instru- 
ments." It  is  not  at  all  singular,  I  readily  admit,  that  in  the  multi- 
plicity of  matters  which  claimed  your  attention  at  the  Crystal  Pal- 
ace, your  recollections  should  not  be  perfectly  clear  upon  all  points,  yex 
this  is  one  of  so  much  importance  in  elucidating  the  matters  now  under 
discussion,  that  I  must  beg  leave  to  set  you  right  in  this  instance. 
The  subject  of  a  reference  to  the  committee  on  Surgical  Instruments, 
or  to  yourself — for  both  were  named — was  under  discussion,  but  by 
no  means  decided  upon,  when  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  we  sat 
was  opened,  and  Professor  Carnochan  entered.  You  yourself  imme- 
diately proposed  that  the  majority  and  minority  reports  and  awards 
should  be  referred  to  that  gentleman,  for  a  final  settlement,  which  was 
at  once  assented  to  by  all  present.  That  this  is  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  matter,  intrinsic  evidence  will  be  presently  adduced  to 
prove,  and  direct  evidence  to  the  same  point  can  be  obtained  if 
required.  That  this  matter  was  agreed  to  be  referred  to  Professor 
Carnochan  as  a  person  fully  competent  to  decide  upon  the  subject,  and 
that  it  was  in  his  individual  capacity,  and  not  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Surgical  Instruments,  can  be  shown,  not  only  by  the 
evidence  of  more  than  one  member  of  the  committee  on  Dentistry,  but 
is  made  conclusive  by  the  fact  that  a  report  was  furnished  to  you  by 
this  distinguished  Surgeon,  himself  alone. 

Such,  then,  being  the  case,  you  will  perceive  that  you  must  be  in 
error,  in  supposing  that  the  Committee  on  Dentistry  had  assented  that 
"you  should  takj  the  advice  of  the  Committee  on  Surgical  Instru- 
ments." It  would  have  been  obviously  a  very  silly  mode  of  proceed- 
ing to  have  referred  these  matters  to  two  different  tribunals  at  the 
same  time,  and  from  that  period  to  the  present  moment  the  Commit- 
tee on  Dentistry  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  a  meeting  with  you,  or 
with  any  other  person  or  persons  on  the  subject ;  of  course,  no* 
arrangement  at  any  other  time  could  have  been  proposed  by  you,  or 
sanctioned  by  the  committee.  But  what  places  the  point  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt  or  cavil,  is  the  fact  that  the  reports  and  awards 
of  the  Committee  on  Dentistry  never  were  before  the  Committee  on 
Surgical  Instruments  at  all,  nor  was  the  attention  of  that  Committee 
ever  called  to  this  subject.  Of  this  fact  I  have  now  positive  testi- 
mony before  me. 
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You  go  on,  sir,  to  state  that,  after  advisement,  yon  "laid  the  whole 
matter  before  the  Commissioners  of  Juries.  Under  their  advice,  I  made 
up  a  report  containing  a  full  state  of  the  case,"  &c,  &c.  Now,  sir, 
as  I  have  shown  your  statement  of  this  case  to  have  been  essentially 
incorrect  in  its  most  prominent  features,  it  is  not  at  all  singular  that 
the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  of  Juries,  based  upon  the  statement 
with  which  you  have  furnished  me,  should  have  been  equally  incorrect. 
In  the  position  in  which  the  Commissioners  of  Juries  were  thus  placed, 
no  one  can  be  surprised  at  any  decision,  however  incorrect,  at  which 
they  should  have  arrived. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  your  communication  is  so  peculiar  in 
its  indications,  that  before  commenting  upon  it,  it  will  be  proper  to 
quote  it  entire.  "I  do  not,  however,  wish  to  shelter  myself  from  my 
responsibility  as  reporter,  but  must  maintain  that,  so  far  as  I  am  qual- 
ified to  judge,  the  awards  were  all  well-merited,  while  the  arguments 
contained  in  the  majority  report  are  in  direct  conflict  with  the  liber- 
ality of  the  instructions  by  which  the  action  of  the  jury  ought  to  have 
been  guided." 

That  you  should  have  assumed  to  yourself  the  liberty  to  overrule 
the  decision  of  those  to  whom  the  subject  properly  belonged  by  offi- 
cial appointment,  is  so  obviously  improper  as  to  need  no  comment;  but 
that  the  principles  embodied  in  the  majority  report  should  also  have 
received  your  condemnation,  would  seem  almost  to  be  past  belief. 

Again,  sir — You  object  to  the  "arguments  contained  in  the  majority 
report,"  as  being  contrary  to  "the  instructions  by  which  the  jury 
should  have  been  guided."  The  arguments  in  the  majority  report 
were  entirely  in  unison  with  the  principle  on  which  it  was  based,  viz. : 
that  of  rewarding  merit  and  discountenancing  imposition — in  fact,  it 
was  intended  to  do  equal  justice  to  the  public,  to  the  exhibitors,  and 
to  the  profession.  It  is  believed  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  show  in 
what  particular  these  views  conflicted  with  the  instructions  which  were 
really  given  to  the  committee,  but  still  more  difficult  to  suppose  that 
such  instructions  as  you  now  put  forward  would  have  been  responded 
to  by  any  honorable  minds.  Had  you,  sir,  communicated  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  in  the  first  instance,  as  you  ought  to  have  done, 
the  state  of  things  which  has  now  been  revealed,  you  would  at  once 
have  received  from  some  one  or  more  of  its  members  a  very  prompt 
and  unmistakeable  reply.  But,  sir,  in  asserting  that  it  was  in  direct 
conflict  with  instructions  that  the  committee  acted,  you  had  over- 
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looked  an  avowal  made  in  a  previous  part  of  your  letter — it  is  in  these 
words  :  "you  are  not,  however,  aware  that  the  only  reason  that  led  to 
the  addition  of  members  to  the  original  single  reporter,  '  was  the  hope 
that  a  more  extended  list  of  prizes,'  &c.  &c,  might  be  obtained." 

You  here  declare,  sir,  that  the  only  reason  for  constituting  this 
second  committee,  was  that  a  more  extended  list  of  prizes  might  be 
obtained  from  them  than  you  had  been  able  to  procure  from  your  first 
committee.  These  reasons,  then,  were  obviously  the  only  instructions 
which  in  your  opinion  were  necessary  to  govern  this  second  committee 
in  their  proceedings.  And  it  follows,  sir,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
had  this  "hope  of  a  more  extended  list  of  prizes"  been  realized  in  the 
majority  report,  nothing  would  now  have  been  heard  of  "arguments 
in  direct  conflict  with  instructions,"  &c.  But,  sir,  you  must  bear  in 
mind  that  these  reasons  and  hopes  were  the  very  ones,  a  knowledge 
of  which  was  withheld  (as  you  yourself  state)  from  these  gentlemen, 
until  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1th  inst.  This  fact  being  estab- 
lished by  your  own  acknowledgment,  proves  conclusively  that  the 
charge  that  the  majority  report  contained  arguments  in  direct  conflict 
with  instructions,  is  entirely  unfounded. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  in  so  multiplying  the 
number  of  awards  upon  your  own  responsibility,  but  against  the  almost 
unanimous  decision  of  those  to  whom  the  subject  properly  belonged, 
by  official  appointment,  and  whom  you  have  made  to  appear  in  your 
report  to  the  public  as  having  sanctioned  what  they  decidedly  disap- 
proved of,  is  so  obviously  improper  as  to  be  totally  inexcusable. 
I  am,  sir, 

With  due  consideration, 
Yours,  &c, 

JOHN  TRENOR, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Dentistry,  Crystal  Palace  Exhibition. 
New-York,  21st  February,  1854. 
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CARBUNCLE,  &c. 

Dr.  D.  M.  Reese  : 

In  the  Association  Medical  Journal  for  July  15th,  1853,  there  is  an 
article  by  Mr.  Richard  Flint  on  the  "Local  Treatment  of  Carbuncle 
and  Furuncle,"  and  as  these  pests  have  been  unusually  prevalent  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years,  it  may  be  a  source  of  relief  both  to  physician 
and  patient  to  lay  his  plan  of  treatment  before  your  readers. 

He  takes  the  common  Litharge  Plaster,  spread  upon  white  kid,  and 
of  sufficient  size  to  extend  a  half  an  inch  or  more  beyond  the  circum- 
ference of  the  inflammatory  areola,  and  fitted  firmly,  so  as  to  entirely 
exclude  the  atmosphere  from  the  inflamed  tissues.  He  prefers  to  dis- 
turb this  plaster  as  little  as  possible  ;  and  for  that  purpose,  after  the 
abscess  has  been  opened,  he  recommends  a  crucial  incision  through 
which  the  pus  may  pass,  to  be  absorbed  by  lint,  or  a  fold  of  cloth 
external  to  the  plaster.  Mr.  Flint  says  truly,  "that  the  lancinating, 
throbbing,  intense  pain  of  a  carbuncle  or  boil  will  frequently  be 
assuaged  within  a  short  time  after  its  application,  and  the  final  dis- 
charge of  the  dead  matter,  and  healing  of  the  wound  greatly  facili- 
tated; and  that  this  method  is  in  every  regard  preferable  to  the  appli- 
cation of  fomentations,  embrocations  and  poultices." 

Another  method  which  I  have  tried,  and,  if  adopted  in  the  early 
formative  stage  of  these  tumors,  have  found  usually  to  cure  by  pre- 
venting suppuration — or  by  producing  abortion  of  the  forming  furun- 
cle or  carbuncle — is  as  follows  : 

Apply  freely  to  the  seat  of  the  inflammation  Lugol's  solution  of  Io- 
dine, until  the  skin  is  stained  quite  dark,  and  then  coat  the  surface 
completely  with  Collodion,  and  repeat  the  process  once  or  twice  daily 
until  the  trouble  disappears. 

This  method  I  have  pursued  in  Small  Pox,  and  thus  have  prevented 
the  suppuration  of  a  single  pustule  on  the  face,  neck,  or  shoulders  of 
a  patient  suffering  from  the  disease  in  the  confluent  form  ;  and  I  have 
also  tried  it  in  many  cases  of  furuncle  and  carbuncle  in  various  parts 
of  the  body,  and  have  seldom  failed  of  putting  an  immediate  stop  to 
the  progress  of  the  inflammation,  and  almost  perfect  relief  from  the 
pain. 

The  modus  operandi  of  the  two  plans  I  conceive  to  be  somewhat 
similar,  except  that  the  latter  possesses  some  advantages  over  the 
former. 

They  both  exclude  the  atmosphere,  and  we  all  know  how  necessary 
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that  is  in  cases  of  burns  and  scalds,  or  other  accidents  which  have 
denuded  the  surface  of  the  cuticle. 

The  diachylon  plaster  must  also  tend,  by  its  pressure,  to  constringe 
the  bloodvessels,  and  thus  check  the  influx  of  blood ;  but  mild  as  it 
is  when  compared  with  other  emplastic  preparations,  bv^  applying  it  to 
a  healthy  surface,  we  perceive  it  possesses  some  irritating  or  nerve- 
stimulating  properties,  which  must  be  injurious  to  a  structure  suffering 
already  from  active  inflammation. 

On  the  contrary,  the  solution  of  Iodine  is  but  slightly  and  momen- 
tarily stimulant  when  thus  applied,  but  soon  of  itself  produces  a  cool- 
ing, soothing  sensation,  and  the  collodion,  while  it  mechanically  con- 
stringes  the  surface,  completely  excludes  the  atmosphere  from  coming 
in  contact  with  the  inflamed,  excited,  nerve-extremities  which  are  con- 
gested, and  burn  the  parts  in  contact  with  them,  as  does  the  point  of 
the  conductor  from  a  galvanic  apparatus. 

It  may  be  that  we  shall  never  know  clearly  what  agencies  are  at 
work,  chemically  and  vitally,  in  the  formation  of  these  tumors,  or  in 
local  inflammations ;  or  what  is  the  source  of  the  intense  pain  and 
inflammation  of  a  part  when  no  longer  protected  by  the  cuticular 
envelope;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we  already  do  have  a  sufficient 
insight  into  the  physiological  and  pathological  workings  of  the  human 
machinery,  to  justify  us  in  attempting  at  least  to  discover  the  princi- 
ples which  should  govern  us  in  the  application  of  therapeutical  agents; 
and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  asking  for  the  principle  on  which  the  di- 
achylon plaster  and  the  collodion  act  as  curative  agents  in  these  cases, 
that  I  have  extended  these  remarks. 

Truly  yours, 

C.  H.  CLEAVELAND. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  1854. 

N.  B.  Will  you  favor  me  by  making  a  trial  of  the  Ferruginous  Col- 
lodion of  Mr.  Aran  in  some  of  these  cases?  He  and  others  speak 
highly  of  its  efficiency  in  erysipelatous  inflammations ;  and  it  is  said  to 
be  more  astringent  and  more  adhesive  than  the  common  collodion. 
The  surgeons  of  this  city  are  much  pleased  with  it. 

It  is  prepared  by  combining  equal  parts  of  collodion  and  the  ethereal 
tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron. 
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Selections. 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Surgery, 
Read  before  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society,  October,  1853. 

BY  JOSHUA  B.  FLINT, 

PROFESSOR  OF  SURGERY  IN  THE  KENTUCKY  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE. 

Another  excuse  for  the  performance  of  questionable  operations,  is 
of  modern  origin,  and  is  found  in  the  unconsciousness  of  pain  induced 
by  the  administration  of  anaesthetic  agents.  In  some  quarters,  it 
seems  to  be  thought,  that,  if  we  can  only  steep  the  brain  in  a  tempo- 
rary lethe,  we  may  cut,  or  burn,  or  mutilate  the  living  body  "ad  libi- 
tum." No  other  term  but  barbarous  can  suitably  characterize  the 
cauterizations,  the  laceration  and  fracturing  of  anchylosed  joints,  and 
the  ghastly  wounds  in  proceedings  called  plastic,  that  have  been  in- 
flicted under  this  unfortunate  mistake.  And  far  short  of  these  cul- 
pable excesses,  the  surgeon  has  been  tempted  to  undertake  and  the 
patient  to  undergo  many  an  operation,  that  sound  principles  of  surgery 
would  have  interdicted,  independent  of  any  consideration  of  the 
suffering  attending  it.  Not  a  small  part  of  the  vaunted  blessings  of 
surgical  anaesthesia  is  overbalanced  by  the  subsequent  sufferings, 
resulting  from  fruitless  operations,  into  which  the  patients  were  se- 
duced by  its  syren  importunities — a  seduction  involving  not  only  a  sad 
disappointment  for  the  subject  of  disease,  but  an  equally  lamentable 
professional  demoralization  on  the  part  of  his  surgeon. 

We  proposed,  at  the  outset,  to  notice  some  of  the  incidental  evils 
associated  with  an  exaggerated  estimate  of  operative  surgery.  A 
little  reflection  and  observation  will  show  that  these  are  neither  few 
nor  small. 

No  great  evil  in  any  department  of  human  life  or  action  stands 
alone,  and  not  unfrequently  it  happens  that  the  secondary  vices  cease 
to  be  subordinate,  and  become  the  most  prominent  and  hurtful  of  the 
whole. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  the  idea  that  the  performance  of  operations 
is  the  most  important  of  surgical  services,  is  adverse  to  a  thorough 
and  liberal  professional  education.  It  is  of  the  nature  of  those  im- 
pediments to  the  progress  of  human  knowledge,  which  Lord  Bacon 
denominated  "idols."  It  captivates  the  senses,  and  indisposes  to 
thoughtful  and  assiduous  study. 
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"Operations,"  says  John  Bell,  "usurp  an  importance  in  surgical 
education  which  they  should  not  naturally  have.  Operations  have 
come  at  last  to  represent,  as  it  were,  the  whole  science;  and  a  surgeon, 
far  from  being  valued  according  to  his  sense,  ability  and  general 
knowledge,  is  esteemed  excellent  only  as  he  operates  with  skill." 

In  1838, 1  used  to  see  Mr.  Lawrence  dispensing  the  choicest  clinical 
instruction,  on  his  visits  to  the  wards  of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  after- 
wards offering  the  most  masterly  discussions  of  surgical  diseases  and 
their  treatment,  in  his  lectures,  to  a  score  or  so  of  students,  while 
the  operating  theatre  of  the  North  London  Hospital  would  be 
crowded  to  excess,  if  it  were  known  that  Liston  was  to  amputate  a 
limb  or  to  extirpate  a  tumor.  Every  experienced  teacher  knows  how 
difficult  it  is  to  interest  his  class  in  the  preceptive  portions  of  his 
course,  while  the  mere  display  and  description  of  instruments  will  be 
sure  to  dissipate  their  tedium,  and  perhaps  bring  down  the  benches  in 
applause. 

The  writer  was  informed  of  a  young  gentleman,  just  graduated  in 
a  western  school,  whose  circumstances  limited  him  to  a  very  indifferent 
outfit  for  the  exigences  of  practice,  and  who  had  sold  his  Cooper  and 
his  Rhamsbottom,  that  he  might  have  the  wherewithal  to  purchase  a 
Strabismus  case  and  a  Speculum.  Now,  such  discriminations  and  pref- 
erences as  these  are  not  wise — they  are  not  favorable  to  the  formation 
of  the  highest  order  of  professional  character,  and  they  are  the  natural 
results  of  the  mal-appreciation  of  surgical  excellence  for  which  we 
would  invoke  your  reprobation. 

In  the  second  place,  the  error  we  are  contemplating  is  the  occasion 
of  constant  violations  of  professional  decorum  on  the  part  of  other- 
wise respectable  practitioners.  We  all  know  how  uniformly  all  codes 
and  expositions  of  medical  ethics  have  forbidden  newspaper  adver- 
tising, puffing,  parading  of  cases,  &c,  as  a  means  of  securing  notoriety 
and  patronage  ;  and  equally  well  do  we  know  how  frequently  and 
outrageously  this  salutary  prohibition  is  disregarded. 

If  I  were  to  copy  and  rehearse  some  of  the  current  specimens  of 
this  impropriety,  omitting  names  and  circumstances  of  recognition, 
you  might  suspect  that  I  was  reciting  from  the  cards  of  Williams  the 
oculist,  or  Hewitt  the  natural  bone-setter,  so  remarkably  empyrical 
are  these  newspaper  notices  of  surgeons  and  their  operations,  in  their 
style  and  language,  if  not  in  the  spirit  of  their  production.  Now,  it 
is  remarkable  that  nine-tenths  of  the  publications — so  offensive  to  pro- 
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fessional  dignity  and  good  taste — are  compliments  to  some  achieve- 
ments of  operative  surgery.  Where  did  we  ever  fine  a  medical 
gentleman  thus  proclaiming  that  he  had  treated  a  fever  or  managed 
a  fracture,  in  such  or  such  a  person,  with  signal  success  ?  It  is  only 
when  he  becomes  a  performer  with  the  scalpel,  that  he  sets  at  naught 
the  proprieties  of  a  liberal  profession,  and  gets  himself  gazetted  for 
patronage,  like  an  artisan  or  an  opera  dancer.  The  whole  offence  is 
a  legitimate  result  of  that  perverse  idea,  so  prevalent  in  the  popular 
mind,  and  too  often  only  an  exaggerated  reflection  from  the  profes- 
sional mind,  that  such  performances  are  the  most  important,  and  those 
who  do  them  the  most  meritorious,  of  all  the  agencies  and  agents  of 
the  healing  art. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

A  remarkable  instance  presented  itself  at  the  late  session  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  when  one  of  its  most  important  com- 
mittees was  betrayed  into  the  commendation  of  an  essay,  the  object  of 
which  was,  judging  from  the  analysis  which  the  author  presented  to 
the  Association,  to  inculcate  a  practice,  in  certain  forms  of  laryngeal 
disease,  deserving  no  better  designation  than  a  reckless  and  fruitless 
piece  of  vivisection.  The  essay  seemed  to  have  been  founded  upon  a 
case,  the  recital  of  which  constituted  chiefly  the  analysis  referred  to. 
The  larynx  and  trachea  had  been  laid  open,  in  successive  operations, 
from  the  base  of  the  tongue  to  the  top  of  the  sternum,  and  certain 
morbid  growths  upon  and  around  the  vocal  chords  had  been  removed, 
and  the  basis  of  them  treated  with  most  active  escharotics.  It  need 
not  be  added  that  the  patient  died,  and  thus  the  operator  was  sup- 
plied with  a  specimen  with  which  to  verify  the  peculiarities  of  his 
practice.  I  listened  to  the  recital  with  pain,  not  unmingled  with  other 
emotions,  and  refrained  from  a  public  expression  of  disapprobation 
only  in  deference  to  the  usage  of  the  Association,  which  is  to  commit 
scientific  papers  without  discussion,  and  to  the  judgment  of  the  res- 
pectable committee,  that  had  passed,  I  must  hope,  very  carelessly, 
upon  the  merits  of  the  paper.  If  the  author  of  that  essay,  or  any 
other  gentleman,  have  become  so  infatuated  by  the  charms  of  a  speci- 
ality, as  to  entertain  a  hope  that  a  human  being  can  live,  and  be  in 
health,  after  such  violence  done  to  the  air-passages,  he  is  little  better 
fitted  to  practice  surgery  or  medicine  than  an  idiot  or  a  madman. 
Such  experiments  are  scarcely  less  reckless  than  those  imputed  by 
Pliny  to  the  operators  who  infested  Rome  in  his  day,  and  who  were 
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driven  from  the  city  for  their  disregard  of  human  life  and  human  suf- 
fering. 

"  Experimenta  facient  per  mortes,  et  non  est  caput  securum,  ab  Mis." 

"  Whosoever  discourses,"  says  that  admirable  essayist  Sidney  Smith, 
"  in  the  accusative  case,  must  order  his  language  with  great  care  and 
precision." 

Although  the  reporter  disclaims  the  functions  of  a  public  accuser, 
having  commented,  with  much  freedom,  upon  what  he  considers  pre- 
valent faults,  he  would  fain  be  rightly  understood,  and  not  thought  to 
be  a  worse  fault-finder  than  he  really  is.  There  are  some  who  will,  no 
doubt,  discover,  in  the  spirit,  if  not  in  the  letter,  of  his  strictures,  a 
want  of  sympathy  with  what  is  styled  in  surgery,  as  elsewhere,  "  the 
progress  of  the  age."  With  such  persons,  the  man  that  does  not 
swear  by  the  sectio  major,  or  some  of  the  revived  barbarities  of  the 
cautery,  is  quite  behind  the  times,  if  not  a  confirmed  old  fogy.  But, 
whether  we  scan  the  entire  history  of  the  healing  art,  or  scrutinize 
particular  periods,  it  will  appear  that  all  true  progress  has  been  mark- 
ed by  alleviations,  as  well  in  the  means  as  in  the  ends  of  practice. 

"Dolor  medicina  doloris,"  was  an  ancient  maxim,  expressive  of  the 
general  character  of  curative  agencies,  but  modern  medicine  disclaims  it. 

Nothing,  indeed,  is  more  remarkable  in  the  improvement  which  the 
last  fifty  years  especially  have  impressed  on  the  practice  of  medicine, 
than  the  diminished  extent  and  activity  of  medication.  Heroic  medi- 
cine is  becoming  a  by-word.  The  days  of  the  "Sampsons"  in  medical 
practice,  are  numbered,  and  ought  to  be  finished.  Sampson  is  the 
impersonation  of  brute  force,  and  has  no  place  in  refined  and  scien- 
tific medicine. 

Regimen,  diet,  climatic  influences,  bathing,  voyages,  &c,  have  taken 
the  place  of  a  vast  deal  of  the  drugging  that  was  thought  to  be  indispen- 
sable a  few  years  ago  ;  and  these  more  gentle  and  natural  agencies,  in 
their  judicious  employment  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  display  infinitely 
more  of  science  and  skill,  than  the  mischievous  routineism  of  mercury 
and  the  lancet. 

All  true  progress  in  surgery  will  be  attended  by  similar  changes  ; 
and,  happily,  we  are  not  without  this  testimony  to  its  advancement. 
The  old  armamentum  chirurgicum,  as  it  is  delineated  by  Scultetus  and 
other  old  writers,  and  as  it  is  exhibited  in  propria  re  among  the  equip- 
ments of  the  old  hospitals,  is  truly  appalling,  much  of  it  looking  more 
like  apparatus  of  the  inquisition  than  instruments  for  the  relief  of  suf- 
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fering.  If  old  fogies  have  simplified  and  refined  this  array,  and  ren- 
dered its  employment  less  frequent  and  terrible,  they  are  the  true  re- 
formers, in  harmony  with  the  times  and  with  the  spirit  of  the  healing 
art — they  have  caught  the  true  inspiration  of  its  destiny.  Alleviation 
is  the  lest  of  progress. 

What  an  auspicious  light  is  thrown  upon  one  of  the  dark  pages  of 
surgical  experience,  by  that  remarkable  case  presented  in  the  person 
of  our  late  brother  Twitchell,  of  New  Hampshire,  where  bread  and  milk, 
the  most  simple  dietetic  observances,  assiduously  applied,  completely 
eradicated  carcinomatous  disease  in  which  the  best  medication  had  fail- 
ed, and  for  which  the  knife  had  been  twice  fruitlessly  employed  by  the 
hand  of  an  experienced  professional  friend.  Standiug  alone,  this  case 
is  not,  of  course,  a  basis  for  comprehensive  induction ;  but  coming  to 
us  in  such  perfectly  reliable  shape,  as  to  all  its  interesting  particulars, 
it  is  suggestive  of  more  hopeful  methods  of  managing  the  malignant 
affections  than  the  heroic  ones  now  most  relied  on,  and  is  far  more  in- 
teresting to  a  surgeon,  intent  upon  the  true  purposes  and  progress  of 
his  art,  than  would  be  a  successful  ligation  of  the  Innominata,  or  even 
of  the  Aorta  itself. 

In  view  of  another  misunderstanding,  to  which  the  Reporter's  fault- 
finding may  be  exposed,  he  protests  that  nothing  has  been  uttered  nor 
intended  in  disparagement  of  operative  surgery  in  its  legitimate  exer- 
cise. No  one  can  be  habitually  conversant  with  surgical  practice  as 
he  has — pupil  or  practitioner,  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century — with- 
out bearing  willing  testimony  to  the  frequent  necessity  and  value  of 
this  ultima  ratio  medendi.  Now,  as  in  the  time  of  Celsus,  there  are 
diseases,  "  qua  medicimenta  non  sanant,  et  qua.  ferrum  sanat."  No- 
where do  the  triumphs  of  his  art  appear  so  unquestionable,  so  prompt 
and  so  felicitous  to  the  practitioner,  as  in  this  trying  field  of  service. 
Nowhere  are  the  "  sweet  uses  of  adversity,"  in  a  physical  sense,  so 
touchingly  illustrated  to  his  patients.  The  lip  that  helps  to  wreathe 
the  smile  on  beauty's  face,  or  whispers  the  tender  yearnings  of  the 
heart,  or  impresses  the  delicious  seal  of  affection,  has  been  fashioned 
by  the  cruel  edge  of  the  surgeon's  knife  out  of  a  fissured  and  hideous 
deformity.  We  thrust  our  needle  into  the  very  depths  of  the  sensitive 
organ  of  vision,  and  lo!  the  attendant  pang  becomes  the  harbinger  of 
a  blessing,  and  presently  light  begins  to  revisit  the  orb,  by 
"  dim  suffusion  veil'd.' 

The  haggard  victim  of  agonizing  irritation  is  taken  from  the  dread- 
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ed  operating  table  to  his  bed,  and  finds,  in  that  place  of  repose,  the 
first  time  for  years, 

"  Tired  nature's  best  restorer, 
Balmy  sleep." 

With  the  memory  of  such  precious  fruits  of  its  employment  in  my 
mind,  far  be  it  from  me  to  depreciate  the  operative  department  of  our 
art,  or  to  discourage  the  cultivation  of  that  address  and  manual  dex- 
terity— that  taste  for  the  service,  if  I  may  so  speak — which  are  essen- 
tial to  a  graceful  and  efficient  performance.  Far  from  it.  I  only 
intend  to  assert  the  superiority  of  what  is  scientific  and  intellectual  in 
surgery,  to  that  which  is  only  mechanical  and  ostentatious — to  repu- 
diate those  derogatory  ideas  which  represent  it  as  the  art  of  mutila- 
ting, and  vindicate  its  claims  as  the  art  of  healing — to  maintain,  in 
fine,  the  essential  unity  of  physic  and  surgery,  as  integral  parts  of  the 
great  commonwealth  of  medicine. 

In  early  times,  the  hand  was  indeed  an  emblem  of  surgery:  not, 
however,  the  contracted  hand,  grasping  the  knife  or  wielding  the 
cautery ;  but  the  open  hand,  bearing  in  its  palm  the  discerning  eye. 

What  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  art  of  surgery,  so  often  spoken 
of  antithetically  to  the  science  1 

What,  I  ask  in  reply,  is  the  art  of  painting  ?  What  is  the  art  of 
sculpture  ?  Not  merely  the  adroit  handling  of  a  brush,  or  a  chisel, 
in  the  one  case  or  the  other.  This  constitutes  the  artizan,  but  not  the 
artist.  The  surgeon  should  bring  to  his  professional  duties  that  rare 
combination  of  sense,  science  and  skjjl,  which  constitutes  the  master 
in  any  of  the  fine  or  liberal  arts — which  will  constitute  him  an  artist 
in  contradistinction  to  an  artizan— a  master  of  the  art  of  healing. 

Admirably  has  Voltaire  embodied  this  complex  idea  of  surgical 
excellence,  in  the  classical  verse  that  he  composed  for  an  inscription 
over  the  principal  gate  of  the  school  of  surgery,  at  Rockfort — "  Arte 
manus  regitur,  genius  praelucit  utrique." 


YELLOW  FEVER  LN  NEW  ORLEANS,  IN  1853. 

[The  history  of  the  late  Epidemic,  by  Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner,  of  New 
Orleans,  an  eye-witness,  and  withal  a  competent  and  faithful  observer, 
has  just  reached  our  table.  Apart  from  its  highly  instructive  details, 
we  commend  it  to  the  municipal  authorities  everywhere  for  its  reliable 
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facts,  its  sound  and  truthful  doctrines,  and  especially  for  its  conclusive 
testimony  against  our  stupid  and  antiquated  Quarantine,  still  perpet- 
uated in  New  Orleans  as  in  New  York,  though  proved,  by  both 
science  and  experience,  to  be  false  in  theory,  worse  than  useless  in 
practice,  and  inflicting  an  unutterable  curse  upon  Commerce  ;  without 
a  single  redeeming  quality,  except  the  spoils  it  furnishes  to  enrich  po- 
litical doctors  and  party  hacks,  at  the  expense  of  the  public.  The 
substitution  of  Hygienic  and  Sanitary  measures  instead  of  Quarantine 
isolation  and  restriction,  is  here  shown  to  be  the  only  rational  and  effec- 
tual protection  from  Yellow  Fever  and  analogous  forms  of  pestilence. 

The  whole  pamphlet  ought  to  be  put  in  the  hands  of  the  civic  au- 
thorities, and  widely  circulated  among  the  people.  We  regret  that 
our  space  obliges  us  to  content  ourselves  with  extracts.  Let  the  fol- 
lowing be  read  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  public  health.  They 
are  from  its  concluding  pages.] 

Let  us  now  review  some  of  the  prominent  facts  presented  in  the 
foregoing  history  of  one  of  the  most  terrible  pestilences  that  ever  vis- 
ited an  unfortunate  city. 

1.  We  have  shown  that  when  this  pestilence  broke  out,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  city  in  respect  to  cleanliness  was  so  bad  as  to  be  an  object 
of  public  notoriety.  Indeed  it  was  in  such  a  state,  that  if  it  had  given 
rise  to  Egyptian  Plague  instead  of  Yellow  Fever,  it  should  not  have 
surprised  any  one.  The  only  surprising  thing  is,  that  with  so  much 
filth  of  all  kinds  as  is  always  to  be  found  in  this  city,  we  do  not  have 
an  Epidemic  every  year.  The  fact  that  we  do  not,  has  even  led  to  the 
public  expression  of  the  strange  opinion,  that  the  public  filth  of  the 
city,  instead  of  originating  Yellew  Fever,  absolutely  protects  us  from  it 
in  no  small  degree. 

2.  We  have  shown  that  Yellow  Fever  appeared  much  earlier  this 
year  than  usual,  and  that  the  first  cases  occurred  in  persons  who  had 
been  in  the  city  but  a  few  days,  in  one  instance  six  days,  and  in  anoth- 
er thirteen.  These  were  unacclimated  persons,  who  had  just  arrived 
from  Europe,  and  came  over  iu  vessels  direct  from  Liverpool  and  Bre- 
men, without  stopping  at  any  place  where  Yellow  Fever  was  prevailing. 

3.  We  have  shown  that  no  vessel  that  arrived  here  from  any  infected 
port,  whether  in  South  America  or  the  West  Indies,  brought  any  cases 
of  Yellow  Fever,  had  any  on  them  whilst  they  were  here,  or  gave  rise 
to  any  cases  previous  to  those  which  must  have  originated  in  this  city. 
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4.  That  within  a  very  few  days  after  the  occurrence  of  the  first 
cases,  others  were  seen  in  different  and  remote  places,  having  no  sort 
of  connection  or  intercommunication  that  we  were  able  to  trace  after  a 
careful  inquiry.  That  shortly  afterwards  other  cases  occurred  in  still 
more  remote  and  separate  localities,  under  like  circumstances. 

5.  We  have  shown  that  the  disease  was  the  same  that  prevails  here 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  every  year,  differing  only  in  the  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  its  malignity. 

6.  We  have  shown  that  all  the  varieties  of  endemic  fever  which  pre- 
vail throughout  the  southern  country  were  seen  here  in  the  midst  of 
the  epidemic  Yellow  Fever,  and  they  were  seen  to  interchange  types 
just  as  is  observed  among  the  fevers  of  the  country. 

From  these  facts  I  am  led  to  the  inevitable  conclusion,  that  the 
disease  we  have  been  considering  originated  from  local  causes  existing 
in  this  city,  aided  by  an  extraordinary  constitution  or  condition  of  the 
atmosphere  at  the  time. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  maintain  that  the  putrifying  filth  which  is  to 
be  found  to  a  great  extent  in  this  city  at  all  times,  is  the  sole  cause  of 
Yellow  Fever  ;  for  if  it  were,  we  should  certainly  have  an  Epidem- 
ic here  every  year  ;  but  I  do  believe  it  is  almost  a  sine  qua  won,  and 
that  if  it  were  effectually  removed,  and  the  whole  city  well  paved,  it 
would  effect  more  towards  the  prevention  of  Yellow  Fever  here  than  any- 
thing that  can  be  devised.  This  opinion  is  surely  well  supported  by 
the  established  facts,  that  Yellow  Fever  always  breaks  out  and  rages 
worse  in  the  unpaved  and  least  improved  parts  of  the  city,  whilst  the 
well-paved  and  best-built  portions  generally  suffer  least  from  it. 

It  is  often  stated,  and  believed  by  many,  that  Yellow  Fever  always 
breaks  out  first  among  the  shipping.  This  is  not  true,  as  I  have  re- 
peatedly demonstrated  in  my  previous  writings  on  the  subject.  It  is 
firmly  believed  by  many  persons  that  New  Orleans  is  indebted  to  its 
naval  intercourse  with  the  West  Indies,  Vera  Cruz,  or  Rio  Janerio,  for 
all  the  Yellow  Fever  that  is  ever  seen  here.  In  opposition  to  this  opinion 
stands  the  stubborn  fact,  that  this  intercourse  has  been  continued, 
with  but  slight  interruption,  for  half  a  century  past,  whilst  we  have  only 
had  Epidemics  of  Yellow  Fever  on  an  average  of  about  once  in  every 
three  years.  And,  furthermore,  I  have,  upon  several  occasions,  care- 
fully noted  cases  of  this  disease  which  were  imported  from  Havana  and 
Vera  Cruz,  and  although  they  were  placed  in  apartments  where  they 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


161 


-were  surrounded  by  persons  who  had  never  had  Yellow  Fever,  I  never 
knew  the  disease  to  be  communicated  in  a  single  instance. 

The  great  Epidemic  of  this  year  certainly  broke  out  first  in  New  Or- 
leans, but  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the  atmosphere,  upon  which  I 
must  think  it  in  a  great  measure  depended,  extended  to  a  greater  cir- 
cumference than  was  ever  known  before  in  this  region.  Still  it  had  its 
bounds  ;  and  nearly  all  places  within  those  bounds  which  had  local 
causes  of  disease  capable  of  generating  Yellow  Fever,  with  the  aid  of 
this  extraordinary  constitution  of  the  atmosphere,  did  have  it.  The 
range  of  this  Yellow  Fever  atmosphere,  although  so  wide,  was  as  well 
defined  as  the  narrow  locality  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  the 
disease  originated  and  was  confined  last  summer. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  maintain  that  Yellow  Fever  is  never  commu- 
nicated, per  se,  from  person  to  person.  On  the  contrary,  I  can  readily 
conceive  that,  like  cholera,  typhus,  and  dysentery,  it  may  sometimes 
display  infectious  or  contagious  properties  to  a  limited  extent.  I  have 
never  seen  an  instance  of  the  kind;  but  cases  have  been  reported  tojne 
upon  such  reliable  testimony,  that  I  could  see  no  other  way  of  account- 
ing for  them  than  direct  communication. 

Admitting  it  as  true,  that  Yellow  Fever  is  capable  of  regenerating 
itself  in  the  bodies  of  the  sick,  and  of  thus  extending  from  person  to 
person  in  close  promixity,  let  us  pause  a  moment  and  examine  ike  value 
of  this  fact.  At  all  the  places  where  the  Yellow  Fever  prevails  in  the 
United  States,  it  appears  at  distinct  intervals  of  different  lengths.  It 
breaks  out  and  rages  for  a  season,  disappears  entirely,  and  after  a  lapse 
of  time  returns  again.  When  it  reappears,  how  often  can  it  be  traced, 
with  reasonable  probability,  to  infected  vessels,  goods,  or  persons  ?  If 
this  can  be  done  in  a  considerable  majority  of  instances,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  make  a  rule  ;  and  the  instances  in  which  such  a  connection 
cannot  be  fairly  traced,  must  be  set  down  as  exceptions  to  the  rule. 
Now,  I  maintain,  after  careful  observation  of  the  outbreaks  of  Yellow 
Fever  at  New  Orleans  for  the  last  twelve  years,  that  no  such  connec- 
tion could  be  reasonably  traced  in  any  instance.  Nor  has  it  been 
traced  in  a  satisfactory  manner  in  Mobile,  Natchez,  Vicksburg,  or  any 
other  place  in  the  United  States  where  this  disease  has  often  prevail- 
ed. Hence  the  great  majority  of  the  physicians,  and  others  who  have 
had  the  best  opportunity  of  observing,  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  Epidemics  of  Yellow  Fever  do  not  usually,  if  ever,  originate  from 
this  source.  This  is  also  the  uniform  conclusion,  with  but  few  excep- 
11 
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tions,  of  all  those  who  have  seen  most  of  the  disease  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  where  it  prevails,  as  any  one  can  see  who  will  examine  the 
volumes  of  testimony  that  have  been  published  on  the  subject. 

Again,  Yellow  Fever  may  be  contracted  in  an  infected  district,  and 
conveyed  in  the  person  of  the  sufferer  to  a  place  quite  remote.  In  such 
instances,  which  are  very  frequent,  and  doubtless  familiar  to  thousands 
of  persons  in  this  region,  how  often  is  it  communicated  to  those  who 
come  in  contact  with  it  ?  I  will  venture  to  say,  not  as  often  as  once  in 
fifty  cases.  Many  would  say,  not  once  in  a  hundred.  Two  highly  in- 
telligent gentlemen  of  Memphis  have  recently  told  me  that  probably 
not  less  than  seventy-five  cases  of  the  malignant  Yellow  Fever  of  this 
year  were  landed  from  the  steamboats  at  that  place,  and  there  died, 
or  recovered  without  communicating  the  disease  in  a  single  instance. 
Dr.  Jewell,  of  Philadelphia,  informs  us  that  eleven  cases  of  Yellow 
Fever  were  admitted  from  the  infected  district  into  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  and  three  into  the  Blockley  Alms  House  ;  they  were  mixed 
promiscuously  with  other  patients,  yet  the  disease  was  not  communica- 
ted in  a  single  instance.  Dr.  Ball,  of  this  city,  who,  on  behalf  of  the 
Howard  Association,  visited  the  village  of  Providence  when  the  Epi- 
demic was  at  its  worst,  tells  me  of  several  instances  in  which  the  dis- 
ease was  taken  back  to  the  plantations  without  being  communicated. 
I  will  not  weary  the  reader  with  instances  of  the  kind. 

If,  then,  it  be  true  that  Yellow  Fever  is  not  communicated  from  one 
person  to  another  by  immediate  presence  or  contact,  independent  of 
other  influences,  oftener  than  once  in  fifty  or  a  hundred  exposures, 
it  would  certainly  make  but  a  rare  exception  to  a  general  rule;  and 
this  I  believe  to  be  about  the  true  and  real  value  of  the  now  popular 
and  warmly  advocated  doctrine  of  the  contagiousness  of  Yellow  Fever. 
It  is  equally  applicable  to  fomites  of  all  kinds. 

I  have  now  admitted,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  all  that  is  contended 
for  by  the  most  strenuous  advocates  of  contagion,  and  what  does  it 
amount  to  ? — that  Yellow  Fever  may  be  conveyed  from  place  to  place, 
in  ships,  goods  and  persons  ;  and  even  be  communicated  to  those  who 
come  in  contact,  yet  this  effect  is  so  seldom  produced  as  to  make  but  a 
rare  exception  to  a  general  rule.  Now,  does  this  afford  sufficient  induce- 
ment for  the  establishment  of  Quarantine,  involving  heavy  expense, 
and  throwing  6erions  impediments  in  the  way  of  commerce  and  travel  ? 
That  is  the  question !  and  I  only  wish  that  the  Legislature,  who  have 
to  decide  and  act  upon  it,  were  as  fully  informed  as  they  ought  to  be,, 
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as  to  all  that  has  been  done  in  regard  to  it  within  the  last  fifty  years.. 
France  and  England,  two  of  the  most  enlightened  and  rigid  govern- 
ments in  the  world,  after  enforcing  Quarantine  against  Yellow  Fever 
for  half  a  century,  are  now  abandoning  it  as  useless.  The  reports  thai 
have  been  made  to  them  by  the  able  men  appointed  to  investigate  the 
subject,  show  most  plainly  that  all  that  can  be  done,  to  either  check  or 
prevent  the  ravages  of  Yellow  Fever,  consists  in  proper  attention  to 
cleanliness,  ventilation  and  drainage. 

The  numerous  instances  presented  this  year  in  which  Yellow  Fever 
appeared  to  be  conveyed  from  place  to  place  by  means  of  persons, 
goods,  or  vessels,  have  led  to  the  belief  that  the  progress  of  this  dis- 
ease might  be  arrested  by  quarantine  measures,  and  it  is  evident  that 
the  people  of  this  city  and  state  are  bent  on  having  the  experiment 
tried.  We  sometimes  need  a  quarantine  station  for  other  purpose  - , 
and  it  may  not  do  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  try  its  efficacy  in  keeping- 
off  Yellow  Fever  ;  but  of  this  I  am  by  no  means  sure.  I,  for  one,, 
however,  shall  not  object  to  the  establishment  of  quarantine  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  off  the  Yellow  Fever,  provided  the  more,  rational 
and  hopeful  measures  of  protection  be  not  neglected — I  mean  such  meas- 
ures as  belong  to  a  strict  and  efficient  sanitary  police  for  the  whole 
city.  In  a  word,  let  the  city  be  kept  as  clean  as  possible  ;  let  all  pu- 
trifying  filth  be  removed  at  a  proper  time,  and  dashed  into  the  middle 
of  the  river  ;  let  the  privies  be  so  improved  as  to  conduct  their  efflu- 
via into  the  upper  air  ;  let  there  be  no  stagnant  water  on  any  vacant 
lot,  nor  under  any  house  ;  suffer  not  the  houses  of  the  poor  to  be  too* 
much  crowded  with  inmates;  extend  the  pavement  of  the  streets  as  fast  , 
and  as  far  as  possible  ;  and  last,  though  not  least,  let  there  be  fresbi 
water  running  from  the  river  through  all  the  cross  streets  of  the  evfcjyj 
back  to  Bayou  St.  John  and  the  New  Canal,  for  at  least  eight  hours 
out  of  every  twenty-four,  the  year  round.  All  this  would  cost  a  great 
deal  of  money  ;  but  what  if  it  does?  We  are  infested  with  destriw>. 
tive  evils  which  cannot  be  gotten  rid  of  without  the  expenditure  of 
money,  and  the  use  of  great  efforts  besides.  Is  it  not  better  to  spend 
many  thousands  of  dollars  annually  for  the  preservation  of  omr  people, 
than  millions,  as  we  do,  for  attending  them  during  sickness,  and  burying 
them  when  dead  ?  Some  of  our  patriotic  and  spirited  politicians  hare 
laid  down  the  maxim — "  millions  for  defence,  but  not  one  cent  for 
tribute ."  Let  this  maxim  be  reversed,  and  it  is  applicable  to  us.  We  vote 
almost  nothing  for  defence,  but  are  compelled  to  pay  millions  as  tribute  tt 
the  King  of  Terrors. 
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If  I  were  asked  whether,  if  all  the  sanitary  measures  I  have  point- 
ed out,  and  others  not  mentioned,  were  adopted  and  strictly  enforced, 
there  would  then  be  any  surety  that  the  city  would  be  completely  ex- 
empted from  Yellow  Fever,  I  could  not  answer  positively  in  the  affir- 
mative ;  but  I  would  say  with  confidence,  judging  from  what  has  been 
accomplished  in  other  places,  and  what  we  see  in  parts  of  our  own 
city,  that  we  might  reasonably  expect  at  least  a  vast  amelioration — that 
we  should  have  epidemics  of  ail  kinds  much  less  frequently,  and  less  ma- 
lignant when  they  come. 

We  may  look  for  much  valuable  information  relative  to  the  causes 
and  contagiousness  of  Yellow  Fever  from  the  labors  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  who  are  actively  engaged  investigating  those  subjects 
throughout  the  whole  region  that  was  visited  by  the  late  Epidemic. 

I  must  here  close  my  remarks  upon  the  great  Epidemic  which  has  so 
severely  scourged  our  devoted  city.  If  they  serve  to  throw  any  light 
whatever  upon  the  origin  and  true  nature  of  the  disease,  or  the  best 
means  that  can  be  adopted  for  escaping  it  in  future,  I  shall  be  amply 
rewarded  for  my  well-meant  though  rudely-executed  task.  I  have  spo- 
ken"?to  my  fellow-citizens  of  New  Orleans  -plainly  and  independently,  as 
I  think  one  should  who  is  completely  identified  with  them  in  whatever 
may  befal  the  city,  whether  of  weal  or  woe.  I  am  not,  and  never  ex- 
pect to  be,  a  candidate  for  any  office  within  their  gift,  and  therefore 
have  no  occasion  either  to  flatter  their  pride  or  to  humor  their  preju- 
dices. Truth  has  been  the  only  object  of  my  search,  and  I  have  pub- 
lished nothing  but  what  I  believe  to  be  true.  As  an  independent  voter, 
I  have  the  right  to  comment  respectfully  upon  the  conduct  of  all  our 
public  servants,  and  I  do  so  when  I  think  proper.  The  celebrated 
Dr.  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  a  revolutionary  patriot,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  ornaments  of  the  medical  profession,  maintained  that  "  city 
authorities  were  justly  chargeable  with  the  lives  of  all  who  die  of  preven- 
table diseases  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  that  they  should  be  made 
responsible  for  the  same  before  the  courts  of  justice."  This  sentiment 
has  been  quoted  with  high  commendation  by  the  General  Board  of 
Health  of  England.  If  such  were  the  law  of  this  land,  however,  I 
should  tremble  for  the  fate  of  our  worthy  Mayor  and  Boards  of  Alder- 
men, if  arraigned  before  the  stern  and  inflexible  Judge  who  at  present 
presides  over  the  1st  District  Court. 

I  have  found  so  much  to  say  about  the  Epidemic  hi  this  city,  that 
I  have  thought  it  best  to  reserve  what  I  have  ascertained  in  relation 
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to  its  ravages  in  other  places  around.  If  this  publication,  however, 
should  meet  with  sufficient  encouragement,  it  will  be  followed  by  a 
second  edition,  which  will  contain  full  accounts  of  the  Epidemic  at  all 
the  places  visited  by  it.  The  whole  will  form  a  component  of  a  volume, 
comprising  a  minute  History  of  the  Yellow  Fever  at  New  Orleans  and 
the  surrounding  region,  for  the  last  twelve  years.  It  will  contain  the 
best  essays  that  have  appeared  on  the  subject  in  this  region. 

  # 

"STETHOSCOPE"  SOLD. 

[We  regret  to  learn  by  the  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
that  the  independent  Journal  we  have  so  often  quoted,  called  the 
Stethoscope,  has  been  purchased  by  the  "Journal  Committee"  of  the 
Medical  Society,  and  is  to  be  converted  into  the  paid  organ  of  that 
body,  instead  of  being,  as  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Gooch,  the  independent 
representative  of  the  whole  profession.  Its  last  number  led  us  ta 
hope  better  things  than  that  the  "  Stethoscope"  was  in  the  market.. 
The  number  of  catholic  and  independent  journals  is  so  small,  that  we 
regret  to  learn  that  any  of  them  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  clique,  or 
become  the  organ  of  any  society,  college,  or  party.  It  is  bought, 
paid  for,  and  edited  by  a  Committee  of  the  State  Society,  and  hence- 
forth is  no  longer  what  the  Stethoscope  was.  Even  should  they  retain 
the  former  editor,  of  which  we  are  not  informed,  he  will  be  confined 
in  a  straight  jacket  by  the  committee,  who  have  a  veto  on  his  articles. 
But  as  Drs.  Thweatt,  Cabell  and  Johnson  decline  the  appointment  on 
this  editorial  censorship,  it  seems  likely  that  Dr.  Bolton  is  to  be  left 
alone  in  his  glory  on  that  Committee,  which  would  probably  suit  his 
ambition,  if  we  have  not  misjudged  his  developments  since  we  saw  and 
heard  him  in  May  last. 

We  like  the  following  editorial  extract  on  the  subject,  from  the 
Virginia  Journal,  and  can  say  ditto  to  its  manly  sentiments.] 

"  As  the  senior  medical  editor  in  Virginia  has  thought  proper  to  be 
accessory  to  the  murder  of  his  own  offspring,  and  sold  his  birthright 
for  a  mess  of  pottage,  we  now  ask  the  profession  to  give  their  support 
and  weight  of  their  influence  to  us.  We  are  much  mistaken  if 
they  will  allow  themselves  to  be  bargained  for  and  transferred  from 
one  journal  to  another,  without  being  consulted  on  the  subject.  We 
are  not,  and  never  trill  be,  the  organ  of  any  society  whose  quorum  con^ 
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sists  of  twenty  members,  or  of  any  medical  school,  or  any  other 
association  of  a  small  proportion  of  the  medical  men  of  the  State 
anywhere.  It  would  be  a  very  comfortable  thing  to  have  our  printer's 
bill  paid  for  us,  and  our  financial  editor  has  a  much  more  troublesome 
duty  to  perform  than  to  draw  a  salary  of  from  $800  to  $2000  ;  but 
•we  would  accept  neither  at  the  sacrifice  of  our  independence. 

"We  intend  to  be  the  organ  of  the  whole  profession,  whether  in 
or  out  of  the  society,  whether  belonging  to  the  medical  school  or  not. 
We  will  defend  their  interests  and  argue  their  cause,  and  we  will  de- 
pend for  our  maintenance  upon  their  voluntary  contributions;  aud  as 
we  are  daily  receiving  increased  evidences  of  their  determination  to 
grant  us  their  cordial  approbation,  we  do  not  fear  opposition,  let  it 
«30me  from  where  it  may." 


HELICAL  PHANTOMS  ;  Continued.  - 

QUACK  CONSULTATION. 
I. 

My  Mcse  inspires  a  lengthy  peroration — 
'Tis  fit  you  be  apprized  of  such  a  fact ; 

And  what  was  once  a  college  dissertation 
Must  now  be  changed  into  a  travelling  tract, 

Like  those  with  which — pray  pardon  the  confession; 
But  you're  aware — all  Christendom  is  pack'd; 

With  this,  alas  !  exceptional  oppression, 

That  every  man  must  pay  the  dimes  for  its  possession. 

II. 

This  is,  I  know,  a  very  gross  allusion 

For  one  who  writes  to  make  to  those  who  read, 

And  hardly  to  be  writ  without  confusion, 
By  such  poor  devils  like  myself,  iudeed; 

Whose  avarice  sends  them  headlong  to  the  freezing 
Degree  of  modesty,  from  whence  they  plead 

Unto  a  world,  that  pitying  comes  in  season 

To  their  relief,  with  current  cash  and  lots  of  reason. 
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There  are  those  men  who're  bold  enough  to  taper 
With  foul  ideas,  till  at  length  they  ooze, 

Black  as  their  ink,  upon  the  virgin  paper, 
That  cannot  between  good  and  evil  choose; 

But  yields  its  purity  without  condition 
To  the  seductive  voice  of  every  muse, 

And  hugs  the  lecher's  morbid  deposition 

As  fondly  as  the  good  man's  sober  admonition. 

IV. 

Thank  God  !  it  is  not  apprehensible 

That  such  corruption  should  affect  my  mind; 

I  only  wish  to  tell  the  world  what's  sensible — 
Though  I  am  really,  truly  half  inclined 

To  think  I've  miss'd  the  mark — in  which  conclusion 
All  well-bred  gentlemen  will  quickly  find 

I  diagnose  my  subject  "  by  exclusion" — 

A  doctrine  taught  by  Doctor  Smith  to  some  profusion. 

V. 

This  doctrine  of  "Exclusion"  is,  however, 

Not  absolutely  always  what  we  deem; 
'Tis  mighty  difficult,  at  times,  to  sever 

The  very  chip  we  want  from  the  old  beam 
Of  Technicality,  and  quite  a  scarecrow, 

That  croaks  unto  our  conscience, — we  must  be, 
To  name  an  ailing  properly,  prepared  to 
Name  all  th'  infirmities  that  flesh  and  blood  are  heir  to. 

VI. 

The  world  has  cribb'd  this  from  our  nomenclature — 
That  is,  the  world  has  its exclusives  too, 

Who  slam  the  door  right  in  the  face  of  Nature, 
And  in  the  face  of  every  honest,  true, 

And  good,  and  Christian,  patriotic  yeoman, 
Who's  call'd  exclusively  a  parvenue, 

And  damned  accordingly  for  this  cognomen- — 

Although  a  nobler  soul  had  ne'er  possessed  a  Roman, 
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VII. 

But  I  am  wand'ring  from  the  Consultation 

Whose  history  I  intended  to  relate: 
As  it  is  eull'd  from  genuine  observation, 

And  scratched  upon  my  meningeal  slate, 
Will  therefore  strive  most  studiously  to  master 

These  sad  reflections  on  the  public  state, 
And  push  along  my  theme  a  little  faster, 
To  prove  myself  right  soon  the  greatest  poetaster. 

VIII. 

You'd  like  to  see  the  end  of  this  beginning — 
I  know  you  would — and  you  shall  shortly  see; 

But,  sir,  unless  you  stop  at  once  that  grinning, 
There'll  be  an  upshot  between  you  and  me: — 

I  know  you  well — you  are  a  great  decocter 

Of  herbs  and  roots,  and  swamp  the  world  with  tea. 

Who  in  her  gratitude  miscalls  you  "  Doctor" — 

But  you'll  be  call'd  one  day  before  an  awful  Proctor. 

IX. 

No:  now  I  see  you  right,  you  are  a  student — 
I  have  your  shade  across  my  microscope — 

Reflect  1  young  man,  I  beg  of  you  be  prudent, 
And  think  well  of  the  matter,  ere  you  cope 

With  all  the  frightful  ologies  and  mystery 
Of  the  great  science ;  or  else  take  a  rope 

And  hang  yourself— you'll  gain  more  fame  in  history 

Than  you  will  e'er  acquire  with  pills  and  bistoury. 

X. 

There  was  a  member  of  the  genus  homo — 
As  doubtless  there  are  many  everywhere ; 

But  whom  I  write  of  was  a  Major  Domo — 
A  household  article  not  quite  so  rare 

In  Feudal  times  as  at  the  present  data: 

His  master  was  a  Wall  Street  Bull  or  Bear — 

Which  of  the  two  it  doth  but  little  matter; 

But,  I  believe  it  was — in  fact — it  was  the  latter. 
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XI. 

This  Major  Domo — or  perhaps  you'd  rather 
Have  me  announce  him,  Servant  or  Head-man, 

Or  Chieftain  of  the  House — was  quite  a  father 
And  patriarch  to  his  own  kind:  I  am 

Assuredly  convinced  that  he  was  older 
Than  either  you  or  I.    He  took  a  dram 

One  day,  I'm  sad  to  tell,  and  growing  bolder, 

Or  something  else,  he  stumbled  and  dislodged  a  shoulder. 

XII. 

'Twas  on  the  sidewalk  that  the  Major  stumbled, 
(You  must  forgive  this  martial  soubriquet,) 

But  I  am  much  inclined  to  think  he  tumbled  ; 
For  it  was  frozen,  and  the  ice  was  wet : 

How  it  did  happen  is  beyond  my  knowledge, 
That  he  should  dislocate  his  shoulder — yet 

I  am  not  ignorant  we  are  told  at  College, 

That  folks  thus  often  slip  and  break  their  thighs  in  old  age. 

XIII. 

'Twas  on  the  sidewalk,  and  of  course  the  people, 

Who're  always  in  a  charitable  mood, 
No  sooner  witnessed  than  they  ran  a  steeple 

Chase  for  all  the  doctors  in  the  neighborhood  : 
The  Major  Domo's  Master's  own  physician 

Was  sent  for  ;  but  it  must  be  understood 
That  he  was  "  out" — in  which  malign  condition 
All  doctors  'tended  him  by  general  commission. 

XIV. 

The  Major  Domo's  Master,  who  was  able 

To  pay  a  dozen  Doctor-fees  or  more, 
Was  in  his  counting-house — so  runs  the  fable — 

I  mean  the  history — of  this  malkeur; 
He  could  not,  therefore,  render  an  objection 

To  the  proceedings  at  his  dwelling-door — 
The  case  was  quite  away  from  his  protection, 
And  amply  undergoing  medical  inspection. 
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XV. 

But  I  conceive  you  ask,  "  What  Doctors  hath  he  V 
Be  patieut  and  I'll  tell  you:  First  there  came 

A  staunch  practitioner  of  Hydropathy, 

Who  scarce  had  taken  down  the  patient's  name, 

When  there  did  come  a  Homoeopath  alone  in, 
Who  seeing  Doctor  Priesnitz,  made  a  pause; 

But  being-  beckon'd  by  the  Washingtonian, 

He  joined  him,  and  was  followed  by  a  true  Thoinpsonian. 

XVI. 

And,  last,  there  came  an  amiable  restorer — 

A  female  Doctor,  to  the  patient's  side; 
I  doff  my  sandals  as  I  tread  before  her, 

And  pray  most  fervently  she  do  not  chide, 
Nor  deem  these  harmless  verses  an  hostility, 

Or  aught  that  could  against  her  cause  decide  : 
God  knows  I  am  impress'd  with  her  ability — 
She  stepp'd  into  the  room  with  wonderful  agility. 

XVII. 

Then  these  four  Doctors  played  All  Fours  together, 
And  looked  first  at  each  other,  then  the  case  ; 

Which  done,  each  of  the  other  wonder'd  whether 
Said  other  was  or  was  not  a  disgrace 

To  the  Profession  ;  then  a  Consultation 
Was  hinted  at  in  proper  time  and  place, 

"  Yon  understand" — then  came  the  information 

That  it  was  not  a  fracture,  but  a  dislocation. 

XVIII. 

No  sooner  had  they  formed  their  diagnosis 
Than  Dr.  Hahnemann  proposed  they  might 

Give  Major  Domo  Lilliputian  doses 

Of  Monkshood,  Wolfsbane,  alias  Aconite  ; 

And  wash  his  shoulder  with  a  strong  solution 
Composed  of  Aconitum  one  grain,  and  not  quite 

A  tub  of  water,  lest  his  constitution 

Be  too  severely  taxed — it  taxed  his  elocution. 
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Quoth  ho  :  "My  object  in  this  fierce  suggestion 
Is,  gentlemen,  no  more  nor  less  than  this — 

To  work  against  the  symptoms  which,  sans  question, 
The  most  important  indication  is — 

There's  pain — the  Monkshood  will  reduce  sensation; 
There's  muscular  traction  to  be  overcome ; 

Then  put  the  Wolfsbane  in  his  circulation, 

And  'twill  be  followed  by  a  general  relaxation." 

XX. 

"Pshaw!  nonsense,  sir  !"  quoth  Dr.  Thompson,  "surely, 

You  cannot  have  it  seriously  at  heart 
To  treat  this  Major  Domo  so  obscurely, — 

Though  I  agree  in  the  relaxing  part  ; 
To  which  effect,  I'd  give  Lobelia  inflata, 

And  give  it  hugely,  sirs, — you  need  not  start — • 
'Twill  work  upon  him  gloriously  emetic, 
And  make  him  flimsy  as  a  rag,  and  quite  pathetic." 

XXI. 

'"Twill  never  do,"  quoth  Dr.  Priesnitz,  (mental 

Emotion  visibly  at  work,)  "I  fear 
You  are,  good  Doctor  Hahnemann,  too  gentle, 

And  you  as  much,  dear  Thompson,  too  severe ; 
Between  your  two  extremes,  let's  rather  give  him 

At  once  the  benefit  of  a  warm  bath — 
This  will  relax,  and  neither  pain  nor  grieve  him, 
Then  the  luxation  we'll  reduce,  and  thus  relieve  him." 

XXII. 

"La  me  !  messieurs,  you  are  indeed  the  older, 
And  therefore  listened  I  this  endless  while  ; 

But  I  do  verily  declare,  your  shoulder 
Discussion  is  enough  to  make  me  smile: 

If  there's  such  potent  cause  for  relaxation — 
The  very  thought  of  which  doth  raise  my  bile — 

Why,  bleed  the  man  without  much  botheration; 

'Twill  do  the  thing  at  once,  and  obviate  inflammation. 
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"There's  something  noble  in  phlebotomising, 

That  bears  respect  upon  its  very  face, 
And  would  not  seem  so  awfully  surprising 

E'en  in  a  contra-indication  case; 
But,  goodness  gracious  1  when  you  come  to  tell  us 

Of  giving,  so  extremely  out  of  place, 
For  a  luxation  Aconit.  napellus — 

You  old  should  needs  become  of  us  young  women  jealous 
XXIV. 

"  I  know  another  method,  much  more  handy, 

Yet  equally  as  good,  and  more  sublime, 
Which  is,  to  give  the  man  a  glass  of  brandy; 

And  that  would  be  just  right,  as  I  define 
Your  '  Doctrine,'  (or  whate'er  it  is  you  call  so;) 

For  in  my  estimation  it  was  wine 
Relaxed  his  system  that  he  had  to  fall  so, 
And  'twould  relax  the  case  to  a  reduction  also. 

XXV. 

"  But,  mercy  on  me!  yours  is  not  as  comic 

As  Doctor  Thompson's  plan:  pray,  where'sthe  point, 

Of  torturing  a  poor  Major  Domo's  stomach, 
Because,  alas!  his  shoulder's  out  of  joint  ? 

I  pray  you  further,  might  not  your  devotion 
To  vomit-weed  inspire  you  with  the  hope 

Of  curing  intellectual  precotion 

By  keeping  up  an  anti-peristaltic  motion  ? 

XXVI. 

"  And  tell  me,  Doctor  Thompson,  tell  me  truly, 
(As  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  you  will,) 

If  this  your  favorite  acts  so  wonderfully 
In  its  relaxing  powers,  may  not  a  pill, 

By  chance,  have  got  into  your  Alma  Mater 
When  she  diplomatized  you  ?    Further  still — 

When  patients  tighten  in  the  paying  matter, 

Then  cannot  you  relax  them  with  Lobelia  inflata  ? 
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"But  thou,  oh,  Doctor  Priesnitz !  dost  thou  see  us 
So  apt  to  take,  that  we  would  wash  and  scrub, 

And  put  a  damper  on  the  deltoideus, 
And  treat  luxations  like  the  mulligrub  ? 

Why,  sir,  the  thought  awakes  one's  direst  malice — 
What!  stretch  a  Major  Domo  in  a  tub, 

That  we  may  stretch  his  major  pectoralis  ? 

No:  rather  die  a  martyr's  death  upon  the  gallows. 

XXVIII. 

"  /  tell  you,  gentlemen,  there's  no  occasion 
For  all  this  trash  of  yours  and  doubtful  mist ; 

It  is  my  firm,  and  should  lie  your  persuasion, 
We  must  replace  the  arm  at  once — and,  hist — 

You — all  of  you,  take  hold  and  make  extension, 
Whilst  I  will  help  the  patient  to  resist, 

And  guide  the  head,  to  all  your  comprehension, 

Into  the  cavity,  without  the  least  pretension." 

XXIX. 

'Twas  thus  that  spoke  our  amiable  physician — 
Her  name  was  Doctor  Jane  Rush  Petticoat: 

Again  she  asked  assistance  and  permission, 

(Which  gallantly  were  granted  who  would  doubt  ?) 

Each  Doctor  hauled  his  digits  from  his  pocket, 
And  fell  to  work  like  men  and  doctors  ought; 

And  then  the  head  went,  snap  !  into  its  socket, 

"  And  put  an  end  to  all  the  fuss,"  quoth  Davy  Crocket. 

XXX. 

Oh  !  that  I  were  a  heathen,  or  some  being- 
Less  prone  to  thinking  than  the  thing  I  be, 

That  I  might  feel  less  punishment  for  seeing, 
And  less  repugnance  for  the  things  I  see  ! 

'Tis  dangerous  for  a  mind  to  be  at  leisure 
Among  the  "tweedle-dum  and  tweedle-dee," 

With  which  the  world's  blockaded  to  a  measure 

That  shuts  out  Virtue's  honest  reconnoitering  pleasure. 
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XXXI. 

'Tis  true,  we  owe  th'  instructive  lightning-wires 
To  the  enlighten'd  mind  of  Mr.  Morse; — 

'Tis  true,  that  mountains  are  but  poor  defiers 
Against  the  progress  of  the  iron  horse; 

'Tis  very  true,  we're  blest  with  printing-presses, 
Our  Presidential  speeches  to  endorse 

And  circulate  with  generous  decorum, 

Before  their  utt'rance  burst  the  welkin  of  the  Forum. 

XXXII. 

'Tis  true,  we  are  remarkably  religious, 

And  speed  to  church,  so  full  of  steam  and  prayer, 

That,  like  our  rail-road  trains  o'er  drawing-bridges, 
We  rush  to — glory,  or  the  Lord  knows  where. 

'Tis  true,  the  rustic  wisdom  of  those  sages 

Who  graced  the  world  of  old,  cannot  compare- 

With  the  philosophy  of  modern  ages, 

Display'd  on  French  morocco-bound  and  gilt-edged  pages. 

XXXIII. 

'Tis  very  true,  as  it  is  very  proper, 

And  well-known  as  a  story  three  times  told, 

That  all  our  money  is  not  made  of  copper, 
Nor,  heaven  forbid  !  of  iron,  as  of  old 

Lycurgus  gave  the  Spartans  ;  but  terrific 
Is  the  amount  of  California  gold 

That's  found  upon  our  shores  of  the  Pacific, 

And  hither  brought,  and  coined  and  passed  most  scientific. 

XXXIV. 

'Tis  true,  we  light  our  gas  with  friction  matches, 
And  thrive  until  the  midnight  light  is  spent; 

'Tis  true,  we  get  political  despatches 

From  New  Orleans  an  hour  before  they're  sent; — 

'Tis  true,  we  have  a  host  of  steamers  naval, 

That  come  and  go,  which  never  came  and  went; — 

"Tis  true,  we  are  a  folk  that  love  to  travel, 

And  therefore  substitute  plank-roads  for  those  of  gravel. 
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XXXV. 

All  this,  all  these,  are  matter  of  reality; 

But  that  the  world  brings  forth,  each  day  or  two, 
Some  patented  improvement  on  rascality, 

Is  not  the  less  and  much  more  sadly  true. 
Disguised  in  all  her  multitudinous  trappings, 

Deceit  runs  riot,  and  with  wild  halloo, 
Disturbs  the  peace  of  e'en  our  nightly  nappings 

With  busy-body  ghosts  and  Spiritual  Rappings. 

XXXYI. 
Is  not  the  medical  profession  falling 

Beneath  the  estimation  of  the  good, 
When  men,  yes,  real  masculine  bipeds,  calling 

Themselves  limbs  of  the  healing  brotherhood, 
Must  learn  that  mere  mechauic  part  of  science — 

By  every  thinking  being  understood — 
With  staring,  stupid,  ignorant  compliance, 
From  a  weak  woman  of  strong-minded  bold  defiance  ? 

XXXVII. 

And  has  it  really  come  to  this  ?  Aye,  marry, 
And  it  hath  looks  of  coming  further  still  ;— 

Ere  long  we'll  hear  that  children  come  to  carry 
By  storm  what  works  their  mammas  can't  fulfil. 

With  all  the  discord  and  professional  schism 
That  domineers  at  large,  we  even  will 

Be  much  obliged  to  sound  a  patient's  ism, 

As  now  we  are  to  sound  his  heart  for  rheumatism'. 

XXXVIII. 
I  met  a  brother  chip,  a  friendly  neighbor, 

Upon  an  "  interesting  case"  to-day, 
Who  won't  use  chloroform  in  case  of  labor, 

For  it  would  not  be  labor,  he  doth  say; 
And  furthermore  he  deems  himself  restricted 

By  Supreme  Wisdom,  which  he  must  obey — 
"  She  shall  bring  forth  with  pain"  and  be  afflicted, 
For  eating  of  the  fruit  which  Jove  had  interdicted. 
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XXXIX 

Good  preachers  preach  and  preach  against  our  failings, 
And  yet  "  the  world  grows  worse  and  worse,"  they  cry 

E'en  thus  we're  told  of  cures  for  all  our  ailings, 
And  yet  we  die — egad  !  how  fast  we  die  ! 

If  still  increase  the  sins  with  which  they  cloak  us, 
Proclaims  not  that  all  sermons  good  for  naught  ? 

And  if  mortality  still  spreads  his  focus, 

Potests  not  that  against  all  mount'bank  hocus-pocus  ? 

XL. 

In  Persian  lore  of  very  ancient  ages, 

'Tis  said,  the  sick  were  turned  upon  the  street, 

To  claim  advices  from  the  wand'ring  sages, 
Of  such  resources  as  were  good  and  meet  ; — 

But  in  these  times  of  hot  precipitation, — 

When  all  the  world's  a  Stadium  ;  and  to  beat, 

There  crowds  expectant  on  the  course  each  nation — 

We  have  on  every  post  this  posted  information. 

XLI. 

Had  honor'd  Grecia  in  her  day  of  glory 
Known  the  advantages  which  we  have  now, 

Ah  !  how  the  page  would  decorate  the  story 
That  told  her  Physic  as  it  tells  her  prow — 

But  she,  alas  !  enjoyed  no  school  at  Athens, 
That  wrote  M.  D.  on  every  stripling's  brow  ; 

Nor  caused  destruction  to  risk-ninnii  g  patients, 

By  crowding  her  fair  provinces  with  Bloody  Nathans. 

XLII. 

Physicians  then  were  handsomely  respected, 

And  with  good  reason,  too,  in  sober  sooth; 
But  now  they're  oft  unhandsomely  ejected, 

And,  sad  to  tell,  with  equal  cause,  in  truth; — 
Now  grates  her  teeth  the  Public  in  defiance, 

And  brands  as  stupid  many  a  healing  (?)  youth; — 
Then  we  were  deemed  the  very  cream  of  science- 
Hippocrates  was  great — the  world  was  all  compliance. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


17T 


XLIII. 

I  hope  they  did  not.  leech  and  cup  their  patients, 

As  we  do  cup  and  leech  them,  to-be-sure; — 
Nor  use  excoriating  rubefacients, 

To  make  a  six  weeks'  malady  secure; 
For  Nature  sometimes  proves  most  sadly  cruel, 

And  shortens  jobs  by  some  spontaneous  cure, 
If  we  insist  upon  the  use  of  gruel, 
Nor  reinforce  an  inflammation  with  fresh  fuel. 

XLIY. 

I  often  wondered  if  they  gave  emetics 

With  so  much  cheerfulness  as  now  we  do; 
Or  ordered  diapho-and-diuretics, 

To  wrangle  tardy  Nature  of  her  due. 
Full  oft  I've  heard  that  barbers  had  the  gumption 

To  lop  off  limbs,  perchance  existence  too, — 
But  Doctors  had  not  then  such  great  presumption; 
Nor  cured  they  cancerous  growths  with  marvellous  magic  unction, 

XLV. 

They  did  not  purge  with  Calomel  and  J alap ; 

Nor  give  huge  portions  of  Morrhuan  oil, 
To  check  Consumption  in  his  furious  gallop, 

And  turn  the  stomach  inside  out;  nor  spoil 
The  blest  advantage  of  men's  dying-hour, 

With  lulling,  narcotizing  draughts  to  foil 
The  last  repenting  efforts  of  that  power 
That  will  not  deem  the  grave  its  everlasting  bower. 

XLVI. 

Or  if  they  did,  God  forgave  their  error; 

But  he  will  not  forgive  the  like  in  those 
Who  chain  his  victim  to  the  King  of  Terror, 

With  such  deceitful,  treacherous  repose, 
In  this  cnh'ghten'd  day;  we've  no  apology 

To  fall  upon,  nor  ignorance  to  propose, 
Like  they  who  classed  their  doctors  in  mythology, 
And  made  them  gods,  though  dead,  in  spite  of  pTiyeiology. 
12 
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XLVII. 

Thrice  happy  land  !  that  had  no  med'eal  chattels, 
And  as  a  consequence  they  could  not  die; 

But  had  to  seek  their  death  in  frightful  battles, 
Not  at  the  doctor's,  but  the  captain's  cry: 

Else  they  had  multiplied  enough  to  cover 
Brim  full  their  native  lands  ;  right  sad  am  I 

That  they  Columbia's  grounds  did  not  discover, 

And  spread  upon,  with  lots  of  elbow-room  and  clover. 

XLVIII. 

I  know  this  is  offensive,  what  I'm  writing — 

'Tis  said,  a  devilish  deal  more  so  .than  I  suspect; 

And  if  so  be,  I'll  e'en  prepare  for  fighting,  • 
As  I'm  not  over-fond  of  being  neck'  1, 

Or  taken  by  surprise.    I  like  good  rubbing, 
Against  some  tender  party's  choice  defect; 

And  cannot  help  my  tributary  scrubbing, 

Though  I  should  absolutely  help  me  to  a  drubbing. 

XLIX. 

Yet  I  am  not  content  with  what  I've  written — 

No  more  than  you,  dear  sir,  with  what  you've  read — 

The  thing  has  likely  sayings,  to  be  smitten 
And  entertained  with,  if  adroitly  said; 

But  my  poor  muse  ne'er  dwelt  on  Mount  Parnassus, 
Nor  reared  her  life  on  God-shared  viands  fed, — 

Alas !  she  ne'er  enjoyed  ambrosial  sasses, 

But  flourished  in  her  youth  on  biscuit  and  molasses. 

L. 

I  wish  some  abler  and  sublimer  poet 

Would  rush  athwart  the  tide  of  quackery; 

For  I  confess  my  pigminess  to  do  it, — 
And  yet  I  can't  surmount  an  enmity, 

(Nor  curb  its  rash  and  inadvertent  sallies) 
That  dwells,  as  'twere,  vernacular  in  my  veins, 

Holds  quarters  there  in  situ  naluralis, 

And  gluts  on  charlatans  with  very  murderous  malice. 
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LI. 

I'll  close  like  Byron  closed  his  great  production, 
And  tell  the  world,  that  "what  is  writ  is  writ" — 

It  could  not  well  be  worthier — of  destruction; 
But  "I'm  not  now  that  which  I  will  be  yet," 

When  I  am  wiser,  and,  I  pray  God,  better 

Advised  upon  these  phantoms,  that  should  "flit 

Less  palpably  before  me,"  lest  I  fetter 

Upou  the  perpetration  of  another  letter. 


(gbitor's  GUbU. 

TO  OUR  PATRONS. 

J8^*  The  terms  on  which  alone  this  Journal  can  be  furnished  to 
annual  subscribers  continue  to  be  the  payment  of  two  dollars,  invari- 
ably in  advance,  the  bills  for  which  will  now  be  sent  to  all  who  do  not 
remit  by  mail  or  otherwise.  Distant  subscribers  will  oblige  by  sending 
the  amount  through  the  mail,  which  will  be  at  our  risk. 

City  Subscribers  will  be  regularly  served  through  the  Post  Office, 
with  the  postage  prepaid. 

Distant  subscribers  may  rely  on  their  papers  being  regularly  mailed; 
the  postage,  if  prepaid  quarterly,  cannot  exceed  6  cents  per  annum,  if 
within  500  miles,  or  12  cents  to  any  distance. 

New  Subscribers  may  receive  the  12  numbers  for  1852,  being 
the  fourth  volume,  by  remitting  three  dollars,  which  will  pay  till 
January,  1855. 

Back  numbers,  or  back  volumes,  may  still  be  had,  by  applying  to 
the  Editor,  while  any  remain,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  volume. 

J8@"  A  few  more  Advertisements  are  admissible  on  the  usual 
terms. 

■ 

All  Communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  852 
Broadway.   

J8@*  We  are  under  the  necessity  of  postponing,  until  our  next  issue,  a 
number  of  articles  intended  for  this  number,  including  book  notices, 
critical  reviews,  S(-c. 

The  communication  by  Dr.  Trenor,  in  relation  to  the  awards  at 
the  Crystal  Palace,  is  timely  and  significant.  Our  readers  will  be  at 
no  loss  to  discover  the  reasons  for  the  failure  of  this  Exhibition  to 
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meet  the  public  expectation,  in  view  of  the  indiscriminate  manner  in 
which  premiums  have  been  bestowed,  irrespective  of  merit.  The 
Committee  on  Dentistry  are  not  alone  in  their  just  indignation. 

Dr.  Trenor  has  omitted  to  name  two  awards — to  Jones,  White  & 
McCurdy,  and  to  Abbey  &  Sons,  not  being1  to  professional  men. 


NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  Commencement  at  this,  the  youngest  of  our  Medical  Colleges, 
was  held  in  the  Hall  of  their  building,  in  13th  street,  on  Thursday, 
March  2nd,  when  the  Hon.  J udge  Edwards  presided.  After  the  usual 
preliminary  ceremonies,  Dr.  Henry  C  Cox,  one  of  the  Censors,  was 
introduced,  and  made  a  brief  felicitous  address,  which  was  well 
received  by  the  large  audience  assembled.  He  was  followed  by  the 
chosen  orator  of  the  evening,  Dr.  Frank  Tuthill,  of  the  New  York 
Daily  Times,  who  selected  as  his  theme,  "  The  first  years  of  Medical 
Practice."  The  address  was  appropriate,  facetious,  and  highly  inte- 
resting throughout,  eliciting  repeated  and  merited  applause. 

The  degree  of  M.  D.  was  then  conferred  in  due  form  upon  twenty- 
five  young  gentlemen,  which  is  an  increase  on  the  graduating  class  of 
any  preceding  year.  Five  honorary  degrees  were  added  to  the  list, 
all  worthily  bestowed. 

In  departing  from  the  usual  custom  of  Colleges,  by  inviting  medical 
men  not  of  their  own  Faculty  to  officiate  on  these  public  occasions, 
this  College  has  done  itself  honor.  A  similar  course  has  heretofore 
been  pursued  at  Yale,  which  we  have  taken  occasion  to  commend  for 
its  liberality. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

On  Wednesday,  March  8th,  the  Commencement  exercises  took 
place  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Academic  Department  of  the  University,  on 
Washington  Square.  After  prayer  by  Rev.  Chancellor  Ferris,  112 
young  gentlemen  graduated,  thirty-eight  of  whom  received  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Sub-Professors  that  they  had  attended  the  summer  course, 
in  addition  to  the  four  months'  session  during  the  winter.  The  vale- 
dictory was  then  delivered  by  Professor  Post,  with  his  characteristic 
gravity  and  dignity  of  manner,  which  abounded  in  wise  and  good 
counsels.  It  was,  however,  in  decidedly  bad  taste  that  he  introduced 
a  fulsome  panegyric  on  two  of  his  colleagues  who  were  present, 
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which  of  course  "  brought  down  the  house."  We  wondered  whether 
he  would  venture  to  eulogize  his  illustrious  colleague,  the  "Psycho- 
logical Phenomenon,"  the  Professor  of  Gas  with  that  "  obstetrical 
clinique;"  but  on  this  subject  he  judged  wisely,  that  "  discretion  was 
the  better  part  of  valor,"  and  was  prudently  silent;  else  the  gradu- 
ating class,  now  out  of  his  power,  would  have  "  whistled." 

A  friend  at  the  elbow  of  our  reporter  mentioned  the  fact  that 
President  Draper  had  written  to  the  State  Medical  Society,  at  its 
recent  session  in  Albany,  an  apology  for  not  permitting  the  State 
Censors  to  be  present  at  the  examinations  of  the  candidates,  under 
the  pretext  that  theirs  was  "not  a  Slate  School"  but  a  "  NationalI 
School,"  and  therefore  each  of  the  thirty-one  states  would  have  an 
equal  right  to  send  Censors!  We  advise  our  State  Legislature  to 
"  stick  a  pin  there,"  so  that  when  their  oft-repeated  visit  to  the  Capi- 
tal in  forma  pauperis,  supplicating  donations  from  the  State  Treasury, 
shall  be  renewed,  the  worthy  President  may  be  reminded  that  theirs 
is  not  a  State  School,  but  a  National!  one,  and  he  must  therefore  go 
to  each  of  the  thirty-one  states,  or  draw  upon  Uncle  Sam's  strong  box. 

We  repeat  our  conviction,  that  a  few  years  more  will  wind  up  the 
history  of  this  concern,  without  a  radical  change  in  its  organization. 
Let  Dr.  Mott  be  placed  at  its  head,  and  Dr.  Bedford  be  "bought 
off,  and  the  hypocritical  pretext  for  refusing  the  Censorship  of  the 
profession  would  be  abandoned — the  concealment  of  the  matriculation 
book — the  suppression  of  the  usual  printed  catalogue  of  students — the 
fictitious  publication  of  cliniques  never  delivered — the  stolen  introduc- 
tory lectures — the  monstrous  exaggerations  of  their  Circulars— the  trap 
to  catch  gulls  by  bob-tail  professors — the  cards,  handbills  and  adver- 
tisements of  "  Advice  Gratis  to  the  sick  poor,"  &c.  &c,  with  all  the 
other  disreputable  and  unprofessional  quackeries  of  this  school,  would 
come  to  an  end.  President  Draper's  "  policy"  would  be  substituted 
by  President  Mott's  "principles,"  and  the  University  School,  with  a 
stronger  and  better  Faculty,  might  be  rescued  from  its  impending 
doom,  and  its  ancient  promise  begin  to  be  fulfilled.  So  mote  it  be; 
for  such  men  as  Professors  Mott,  Paine,  Post,  and  Swett  ought  not 
to  carry  any  "  millstone  around  their  necks,"  such  as  the  "pecuniary 
professor"  is,  when  a  few  thousand  dollars  would  pay  off  his  claims, 
and  free  them  from  any  obligation  to  retain  him.  Thus  only  can  the 
University  School  be  redeemed  from  speedy  overthrow,  for  the  Jonah 
must  be  thrown  overboard  if  they  would  save  their  sinking  ship. 
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COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS. 

The  Commencement  ol  this  venerable  school  was  held  March  9th, 
1854,  in  the  Hall  of  the  College.  After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Knox,  the  President,  Dr.  Alex.  H.  Stevens,  conferred  the  degree  in 
due  form  upon  forty-four  young  gentlemen,  having  previously  adminis- 
tered to  each  of  them  the  Hippocratic  oath.  He  then  addressed  the 
class  extemporaneously  in»  a  very  felicitous  manner,  in  relation  to  the 
high  standard  of  professional  and  moral  excellence  to  which  they 
should  aspire.    The  address  was  well  received  and  warmly  applauded. 


TRACHEOTOMY  IN  CROUP. 

Professor  Willard  Parker,  of  this  city,  has  done  himself  honor  by 
the  earnest  protest  he  has  filed  with  the  State  Medical  Society,  at  its 
late  session,  against  this  "  unsurgical"  operation,  upon  which  there  has 
been  so  much  professional  twaddle,  as  we  have  seen  of  late,  written, 
for  the  most  part  by  unpractical  men,  who  do  not  feel  a  pulse  in  a 
month  or  treat  a  case  of  croup  in  a  year.  Because  such  men  are 
unsuccessful  in  curing  a  case  of  croup,  they  would  fain  call  upon  sur- 
gery to  enter  the  domain  of  medicine,  and  hence  mere  operators  are 
clamorous  for  laying  open  the  windpipe  and  thrusting  in  a  tube, 
as  preliminary  to  the  subsequent  medication  demanded  in  a  case  of 
diphtheritic  croup.  Dr.  Parker,  being  a  practical  man,  in  such  a  case 
would  tell  the  surgeon  to  stand  aside  and  make  room  for  the  physi- 
cian, whose  resources  are  ample  to  meet  any  emergency.  The  few  in- 
stances of  reported  success  by  Tracheotomy  in  croup  are  only  extra- 
ordinary escapes,  while  the  proportion  of  mortality  after  this  operation 
is  so  frightful  that  Dr.  Parker  may  well  denounce  it  as  "  unsurgical." 

We  wish  he  had  used  the  same  arguments  against  the  Thoracente- 
sis of  Dr.  Bowditch  and  the  American  Medical  Monthly,  for  the  sta- 
tistical tables  furnished  by  Dr.  B.  himself  should  deter  any  conscien- 
tious surgeon  from  a  repetition  of  such  folly  and  temerity  in  all  future 
time. 

miscellaneous  Items. 

The  friends  of  the  late  Dr.  Charles  Caldwell,  of  Louisville,  Ky., 
have  most  unwisely  assaulted  the  fair  fame  of  Professor  L.  P.  Yandell, 
under  the  pretext  of  his  having  done  injustice  to  the  memory  of  the 
former  gentleman  in  his  recently  published  memoir.    In  their  vindic- 
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tive  resentment  they  have  failed  to  effect  their  object,  and  only  called 
forth  a  reissue  of  Dr.  Yaudell's  reply,  published  in  1850,  to  Dr.  Cald- 
well himself,  which  the  friends  of  the  latter  might  have  anticipated; 
and  it  would  have  been  their  policy  to  have  averted  such  a  result,  by 
offering  no  provocation. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Boling,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  has  published  a  vol- 
ume of  91  octavo  pages,  on  the  Shoulder  Presentation,  in  which  he 
treats  of  the  mechanism  and  management  of  Parturition  in  this  rare 
form  of  preternatural  labor.  The  author,  in  this  monograph,  evinces 
vastly  more  obstetrical  learning  and  practical  knowledge  than  is  pos- 
sessed by  a  dozen  such  meu  as  they  make  Professors  of  Obstetrics  oat 
of,  in  certain  medical  colleges  we  wot  of.  If  he  were  in  New  York, 
and  could  be  substituted  for  the  ignorant,  conceited,  aud  gassy  pla- 
giarist, who  hangs  like  an  incubus  over  that  department  in  our  Univer- 
sity School,  we  should  begin  to  indulge  hope  for  its  viability.  But  un- 
fortunately he  is  the  "  pecuniary  professor,"  and  nobody  can  be  found 
willing  to  invest  enough  in  the  concern  to  buy  him  out,  and  if  they 
could  they  would  "  pay  dearly  for  the  whistle!" 

The  N.  Y.  Daily  Times  thus  speaks  of  Professor  Lee  and  his  late 

Introductory  Lecture,  viz.: 

Jgg-  Dr.  Charles  A.  Lee,  in  his  late  introductory  to  the  Students  of  Sterling 
Medical  College,  Ohio,  says  a  common  sense  word  about  Homoeopathy.  The 
following  will  indicate  the  conclusions  reached  after  a  long  argument  on  the 
subject  : 

"  It  is  very  evident,  however,  that  people  do  not  become  converts  to  any  par- 
ticular system  of  Medicine  or  doctrine  of  Theology,  from  the  amount  of  proof 
that  may  be  adduced  in  their  support,  but  rather  from  the  peculiar  constitution 
and  tendency  of  their  mental  organization.  A  person  who  is  ultra  in  one  thing 
will  be  ultra  in  all  ;  a  believer  in  Homoeopathy  will  most  likely  a  believer  in 
Spirit  Flappings  and  Mesmerism.  Six-sevenths  of  the  followers  of  Emanuel 
Swedenborg,  it  is  ascertained,  are  enthusiastic  disciples  of  Hahnemann.  A 
mystic  in  religion  will  be  a  mystic  in  medicine.  Evidence  has  nothing  to  do  in 
the  making  of  such  converts.— Homaoputhicus  Nascitur,  non fit. 

The  National  Magaziue  seems  to  be  befogged  on  various  subjects  of 
late,  probably  owing  to  the  editor's  mystification  by  the  Odic  force 
and  spiritualism  ;  for  since  then  he  has  endorsed  the  pretensions  of  a 
volume  ot  ribald  fiction  and  prurient  romance,  which,  if  he  had  read 
throughout,  he  would  have  execrated  in  terms  more  pungent  than 
those  in  which  he  denounces  the  "  fugitive  slave  law." 

The  Medical  Editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Daily  Times  is  not  in  the  habit 
of "  flattering  his  foes,"  and  hence  "  there  is  a  good  deal  of  pitching  in" 
of  late,  for  we  observe  his  articles  are  "  spicy  as  ever."    We  doubt, 
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however,  whether  he  can  put  through  that  odious  dissection  bill  at 
Albany  until  it  is  amended. 

Drs.  Haywood  and  Channing  are  earnestly  protesting,  through  the 
press,  against  the  toleration  of  dogs  in  Boston,  several  fatal  cases  of 
hydrophobia  having  recently  occurred  in  that  city. 

Dr.  C.  D.  Griswold  has  published  a  popular  pamphlet  "  on  the  dis- 
eases of  the  uterine  system,  as  a  cause  of  physical  degeneracy,  with 
general  views  on  their  prevention  and  cure."  Every  such  effort  to 
enlighten  the  people  in  relation  to  health,  disease,  and  remedies, 
deserves  encouragement,  and  tends  to  diminish  the  victims  of  quackery. 

The  jurors  of  the  Crystal  Palace  have  awarded  a  bronze  medal  to 
Dr.  Durkee,  of  Boston,  for  his  science  and  skill  in  the  preparation  of 
microscopical  anatomy,  which  have  attracted  so  much  attention  during 
the  late  exhibition  in  New  York.    The  compliment  is  well  merited. 

Professor  Paul  F.  Eve  is  the  author  of  a  series  of  professional  let- 
ters from  Europe,  which  have  appeared  in  the  Nashville  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal;  and  they  are  now  republished  in  pamphlet  form,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  new  subscribers  to  that  Journal.  They  are  highly 
interesting,  and  merit  preservation  in  some  less  fugitive  shape  than 
the  pages  of  a  periodical. 

The  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  (Masonic)  as  we  learn  from  Louis- 
ville, has  lost  four  of  its  Faculty  by  resignations.  It  is  said  that  a 
new  school  opens  in  the  spring  at  Louisville,  taking  the  name  of 
Henry  Clay,  with  the  same  faculty  we  presume,  which  holds  a  winter 
session  at  Lexington.  Competition  seems  to  be  the  order  of  the  day 
in  the  West,  but  professors  are  so  numerous  that  the  supply  exceeds 
the  demand.  At  Cincinnati,  Louisville  and  Nashville,  there  ought 
to  be  one  great  school  in  each  city,  and  but  one.  The  multiplication 
of  schools  is  a  calamity  to  the  profession,  and  ought  not  to  be  encour- 
aged by  the  Legislatures  anywhere,  if  they  regard  the  public  interest. 

The  Geneva  Medical  College,  which  was  about  to  resume  its  func- 
tions, has  again  postponed  the  period  of  opening. 

Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — George  S.  Jones,  M.  D., 
has  been  associated  with  the  late  sole  editor,  in  the  conduct  of  this 
popular  weekly,  the  latter  gentleman  having  reached  the  position  of 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  city,  which  engrosses  his  time  and  attention 
so  much  as  to  render  this  assistant  editor  necessary.  Dr.  Smith  will 
still  retain  the  literary  department  of  the  Journal,  and  Dr.  Jones  will 
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doubtless  fully  sustain  the  reputation  be  acquired  wbile  in  charge  of 
the  editor's  department  during  his  senior's  absence  on  his  European 
tour.    Success  to  this  old  periodical. 

The  second  number  of  the  American  Medical  Monthly  contains  a 
criticism  upon  the  doctrines  and  practice  of  Professor  Alden  March, 
of  Albany,  as  set  forth  in  his  paper  on  Morbus  Coxarius,  which  we 
opine  will  be  only  the  beginning  of  the  end. 

The  "People's  Medical  Gazette"  is  the  title  of  a  new  monthly,  issued 
at  Abbeville,  S.  C,  which  is  justly  reviewed  in  the  Charleston  Medi- 
cal Journal,  and  shown  to  be  the  undertaking  of  a  fruitless  and  even 
mischievous  work,  however  well  intended.  Like  all  similar  experi- 
ments, a  few  months  will  suffice  to  convince  the  editor  that  the  people 
will  not  patronize  medical  teaching,  unless  it  avows  the  purpose  to 
"  make  every  man  his  own  doctor." 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  in  his  southern  tour,  has  been  everywhere  hon- 
ored, and  is  still  pursuing  his  experiments  on  living  animals,  for  phy- 
siological research.  At  Charleston,  S.  C,  he  was  honored  with  a 
public  dinner,  which  passed  off  admirably.  After  a  vivisection  of  a 
young  alligator  before  the  profession  of  that  city,  Dr.  Hall  passed  on 
to  New  Orleans,  where  he  has  been  repeating  his  vivisections  with 
alligators,  &c,  and  is  now  en  route  for  Havana.  We  admire  his  in- 
dustry, zeal  and  ardor  in  establishing  his  doctrines  of  nervous  pathol- 
ogy, and  securing  immortality  to  his  name. 

The  Medical  Chronicle  is  the  title  of  a  monthly  journal  published 
at  Montreal  by  Drs.  Wright  &  McCallen  of  that  city,  which  we  wel- 
come to  our  exchange  list. 

The  Quarterly  Summary  of  the  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians of  Philadelphia  is  now  published  by  Lippincott,  Crambo  & 
Co.,  and  is  among  the  best  periodicals  of  the  country. 

The  Memphis  Medical  Recorder  is  published  bi-monthly  by  Drs. 
Merrill  and  Quintard.  The  last  number  is  an  improvement  on  its  pre- 
decessors, and  contains  a  valuable  editorial  on  Medical  Reform. 

The  48th  Circular  of  the  Castleton  Medical  College,  with  catalogue, 
announcement,  &c,  shows  that  this  long-established  school  of  Ver- 
mont is  still  well  sustained,  and  is  destined  to  still  greater  longevity. 
The  spring  session  has  just  commenced,  and  students  are  collecting  as 
usual  in  that  beautiful  village,  promising  to  reward  the  labors  of  the 
Faculty  with  a  flourishing  class. 
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Professor  Knight,  of  Yale  College,  Professor  Lee,  of  Sterling  Col- 
lege, Ohio,  and  Professor  Eve,  of  Nashville  College,  have  all  recently 
delivered  introductory  lectures,  of  a  higher  order  of  merit  than  is 
wont  to  be  attached  to  performances  of  this  character.  We  have 
marked  passages  in  each  for  future  extract  or  comment,  when  the 
crowded  state  of  our  pages  will  admit. 

.  The  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for  January  is  received, 
and  abounds  with  valuable  contributions  from  various  and  distant 
parts  of  our  own  country  on  practical  and  useful  subjects.  It  is  still 
published  by  Blauchard  &  Lea,  and  edited  by  Dr.  Hays. 

Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.— The  2nd  number,  1st 
volume,  new  series,  edited  by  Professor  L.  P.  Yandell,  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  has  just  reached  us,  and  we  should  be  glad  to  receive  the  preced- 
ing number,  none  having  before  found  its  way  to  our  table.  This 
specimen  affords  evidence  that  it  is  ably  conducted,  and  amply  sus- 
tained by  original  contributions  from  practical  men.  We  welcome  it 
to  our  list  of  exchanges. 

Nashville  Medical  College. — A  new  professorship  has  been  added  to 
the  faculty  of  this  thriving  school,  which  has  been  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Thos.  R.  Jennings,  a  gentleman  whose  qualifications  are 
said  to  be  of  a  high  order.  For  particulars,  see  the  new  announce- 
ment in  our  advertising  columns. 

Albany  Medical  College. — The  spring  course  of  lectures  has  opened, 
as  we  learn,  with  a  good  class.  The  new  Hospital  building  is  nearly 
finished,  and  will  have  connected  with  it  a  Dispensary,  Pathological 
Museum,  and  Operating  Theatre.  Students  of  .this  College  will  have 
the  rare  opportunity  to  learn  practical  Chemistry  in  the  working  labo- 
ratory of  the  University,  which  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Professor  of 
Chemistry. 

Burlington  Medical  School. — This  new  experiment  in  Vermont  is 
destined  to  prove  a  miserable  abortion,  though  it  has  the  endorse- 
ment of  Dr.  Bedford  and  the  New  York  University,  for  its  accoucheur 
Dr.  Neilson;  and  its  organ  is  to  be  the  Northern  Lancet!  of  Platts- 
burgh.    Misery  loves  company,  and  makes  strange  bed-fellows 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE,  Ky. 

[From  a  medical  gentleman,  resident  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  who 
is  a  zealous  friend  of  the  University  School  of  that  city,  we  have  re- 
ceived a  letter,  from  which  we  extract  the  following.] 

"  I  am  sure  it  will  afford  you  pleasure  to  know  that  we  have  had 
a  prosperous  session,  and  that  the  prospects  of  our  school  have  never 
been  more  encouraging  than  at  the  present  time.  Our  class  numbered 
287,  which  is  a  considerable  increase  upon  our  last,  and  the  largest 
we  have  had  for  four  years.  The  graduates  were  19.  We  suffered 
some  years  ago  from  changes  in  our  Faculty,  but  we  are  fast  recover- 
ing from  the  effects  of  them,  our  new  professors  having  equalled  our 
most  sanguine  expectations.  Prof.  Austin  Flint,  of  your  great  State, 
is  one  of  the  soundest  teachers  of  practice  in  the  country  ;  and  I 
doubt  whether  there  is  in  our  country  so  eloquent,  impressive  aud  in- 
structive a  lecturer  on  Anatomy  as  Prof.  Palmer,  an  old  pupil  of  our 
friend  Parker,  and  a  colleague  of  Bartlett  and  Clark's.  He  will  re- 
move to  Louisville,  and  fix  permanently  his  abode  here  in  the  Autumn. 
We  hope  Prof.  Flint  will  do  the  same.    He  has  just  sailed  for  Europe. 

In  regard  to  our  school,  our  belief  is  that  it  is  a  good  deal  the  best 
furnished  medical  school  west  of  the  mountains,  and  Prof.  Flint  will 
make  purchases  for  us  this  summer  to  increase  our  Museum." 


LIVING  BY  THEIR  WITS. 

There  are  some  medical  men  whose  deficiencies  are  so  palpable,  that 
they  fail  to  secure  practice,  aud  yet  contrive  by  their  ingenuity  to  live 
and  ever  thrive  at  the  public  expense.  A  correspondent,  "  Q,"  alludes 
to  one  of  these  gentry  by  name,  in  terms  which  we  forbear  to  publish, 
for  the  sake  of  others,  though  lie  deserves  all  that  is  contained  in  this 
communication.  As  to  his  present  application  to  the  Common  Council 
for  $8000,  it  will  lead  to  the  inquiry  whether  he  was  not  in  the  receipt 
of  $2500  per  annum  from  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  all  the 
time  he  claims  to  have  been  serving  the  Board  of  Health,  and  for 
which  he  has  sued  the  city  ?  And  whether  the  separation  of  the  sick 
from  the  well  was  not  a  part  of  his  duty  as  Agent  for  the  Emigrant 
Board,  and  covered  by  his  salary  ?  The  city  authorities,  if  liable  for 
this  claim  for  fees,  have  certainly  been  caught  napping.  But  the  Doc- 
tor must  live  off  of  the  city  whether  in  office  or  out  of  it,  and  as  he  is  a 
standing  candidate,  this  amount  will  keep  him  till  he  gets  another 
office.  Let  the  city  pay  up,  else  he  will  again  join  Dr.  Colton  in  the 
kindred  exhibitions  of  the  Laughing  Gas  aiid  the  Court  of  Death, 
at  the  same  time  retaining  his  place  as  Hospital  Physician,  perform- 
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ing  his  duties  by  proxy.  As  to  the  originality  of  his  writings  about 
Ventilation,  Pure  Air,  &c.,  our  correspondent  will  excuse  us  from 
saying  more  on  that  subject.  We  could  hope  his  claim  to  the  $8000 
is  better  founded. 

ANATOMICAL  BILL  IN  THE  LEGISLATURE.  ' 

We  learn  from  Albany  that  the  dissection  bill  has  been  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Assembly,  with  important  amendments  remov- 
ing its  objectionable  features,  and  will  soon  be  put  upon  its  final  pas- 
sage. If  then  adopted,  it  will  go  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.  If 
successful  there,  it  will  become  a  law  of  the  State  by  the  signature  of 
th£  Governor. 

We  are  obliged  to  go  to  press  before  its  fate  is  ascertained,  though 
the  general  opinion  is  that  it  will  pass  in  some  form,  legalizing  dis- 
section ;  which  it  is  due  to  the  profession  and  the  public  should  be 
speedily  done. 
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ALBANY  ITIEIDICAL  (OL- 
LDGE. — The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will 
commence  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  of  lebruary,  1854, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.    Two  Courses  of  Lec- 
tures are  delivered  annually  at  this  Institution, 
one  commencing  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  Septem- 
ber, and  the  other  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  Feb- 
ruary— each  continuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees 
are  conferred  at  the  close  of  each  term. 
Aldkn  MARfH,  M.  1).,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
James  MoNaL'GHTON,  M.  I).,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
JamfsH.  Akmsby,  M.      Professor/>f  Anatomy. 
Thomas  Hrv.  M.  [)..  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  and  Materia  Mediea. 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispru 
dence. 

Howard  Townskvd.  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 
Ezra  S.  Cakk,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  the  first  course,  $>50;  for  both  courses 


if  paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  course, 
Slot).  Matriculation  fee,  $5;  Graduation  fee, 
$20.  The  Clinical  Lectures  at  the  Hospital  are 
free  of  charge.  There  will  be  a  Clinique  every 
Saturday  in  the  College,  as  usual.  Expenses  of 
Boarding  from  $2  to  $3  per  week. 

HOWARD  TOWNSEXD,  Registrar. 

AIVKLIOIBLE  OPIIM  \<»  FOR 
A  YOUNG  PHYSICIAN.— A 

Physician  long  practising  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, wishes  to  sell  his  situation  with  a  view  of 
retiring.  The  location  is  eligible,  the  property 
every  way  desirable,  and  the  terms  easy.  Or  he 
would  take  a  young  physician  of  thorough  qual- 
ifications, professional  and  moral,  as  a  partner, 
witli  the  view  of  transferring  to  him  his  thriv- 
ing business.  Possession  in  either  case  immedi- 
ately. For  particulars,  address  the  Editor  of 
this  Journal. 
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IMPORTANT  TO  THE 

MEDICAL  FACULT1T 

DEALERS  IN  MEDICINES. 

The  Undersigned,  Importers  and  Wholesale  Dealers.  olTer  for 
sale  a  very  extensive  ami  choice  selection  of  fresh  anil  lately 
imported  Drugs,  Chemicals,  &c.  at  prices  lower  than  heretofore 
asked  in  this'  market.  Thev  are  the  SOLE  AGENTS  for  the 
UNITED  STATES,  CUBA,  MEXICO,  and  the  WEST  INDIES,  for  the 
celebrated  MATHEY  CAYLUS  COPAIVA  BALSAM  GLUTEN  CAP- 
SULE, approved  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris  and 
London. 

These  Capsules  are  distinguished  from  the  other  preparations 
of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantages  : 

1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  necessity  the  use  of 
a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  genuine.  Now  it  is  manifest  that  this 
substance  succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of  puritv. 
The  same  condition  not  being  indispensible  in  the  Gelatine  Cap- 
sules, it  frequently  happens  that  it  is  adulterated.  There  are 
even  some  sold  that  merely  contain  oil  slightly  impregnated  with 
Copaiva, — an  infamous  fraud  which  could  hardly  be  believed,  did 
not  recent  experiments,  made  by  professors  of  the  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  College,  afford  ample  proofs. 

2d.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  they  con- 
tain as  much  Copaiva,  which  is  explained  by  the  difference  in  the 
thickness  of  the  envelope;  the  Gluten  Capsules  weighing  2  grains, 
whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsules  weigh  12,  which  can  be  easily 
proved. 

3d.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that  they  succeed  where 
other  medicines  have  proved  a  failure. 
Lastly,  their  regular  shape  and  small  volume,  so  favorable  to  deglutition,  their  agreeable  appear- 
ance, which  is  more  like  a  sugar  plum  than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  more  easy,  even  for  the 
most  qualmish  medicine  takers. 

8tif~  Also  constantly  on  hand  Capsules  of  Copaiva  and  Cubebs,  Copaiva  and  Ratanhia,  Copaiva 
and  Citrate  of  Iron.  Copaiva  and  Magnesia. 

Each  Bottle  holds  64  Capsules.  They  are  to  be  obtained  Wholesale  and  Retail  at  the  principal 
Druggists.    Also  at  the  GENERAL  DEPOT,  No.  32  JOHN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

HEX,  CATALOGUE  &  CO. 


UNIVERSITY  of  \  A«H  VII.I.K 
Medical  Department. — The  Fourth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com 
mence  on  Monday,  the  30th  of  October  next, 
and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berrjen  Li.vdslky,  M.  D. ,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

C.  K.  W;insto:»,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Med 
ical  Jurisprudence. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho 
logical  Anatomy. 

Thomas  R.  Jennings,  M.  D.,  Institutes  of  Med- 
icine, and  Clinical  Medicine. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  ol 
Medicine. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  tlx 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  ot 
Surgery. 

William  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  ol 
Anulomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  Stu 
dents  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  J'ndiminary  courae  of  lectures,  free  tr 
all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors 
commencing  also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October 

AOlinique  has  been  established,  in  connection 
with  the  University,  at  which  operations  arc 
performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured 
upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  to  accommo- 
date all  persons  requiring  surgical  operations. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University 
is  $105.  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only,) 
$5;  Practical  Anatomy  $10;  Graduation  fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  for  $3  00  per  week. 
Further  information  can  be  obtained  by  address- 
ing the  Dean. 

J  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  March,  1854. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFES- 
SION—The  Subscriber  having  relin- 
quished the  practice  of  Medicine,  intends  devot- 
ing his  time  and  attention  to  the  practical 
letails  of  Pharmacy. 

He  would  respectfully  inform  his  Medical 
brethren  that  he  has  purchased  the  Store,  No. 
S09  Broadway,  lately  occupied  by  George  G. 
Coggeshall,  and  that  he  will  there  carry  on  the 
business  of  an  Apothecary,  in  connection  with 
his  old  established  stand  at  No.  6  Bowery,  and 
hopes  that,  with  capable  assistants  and  strict 
ittention,  he  will  merit  and  receive  a  continu- 
ince  of  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed. 

The  Profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in 
every  article  being  of  the  best  possible  quality 
lispensed. 

WM.  J.  OLLIFF, 
No.  6  Bowery,  and  809  Broadway,  near  11th  St. 
New  York,  January.  1854. 
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M \  IfiKBI'M  RADICAL  CUBE 
TRl'Sfi — The  peculiarity  of  this  Truw 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certainty  with 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
outer  anil  inner  ring,  thus  eirectually  support 
in*  the  bowel,  and  keeping  it  absolutely  within 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  trie 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  :  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certainty 
with  which  tin's  is  done,  and  the  complete  im- 
mobility of  the  pud  ;  when  he  is  told  that  tin- 
pad  it  an  oral  ring,  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening 
the  Integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  in  ternal  and  external  circumfer- 
ence of  the  pad,  and  thus  effectually  securing i1 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  moat 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  Life  !  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retain 
in*  Tri'ss  ;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  open- 
in*  of  the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  i> 
known  to  every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  most 
safely  produced  by  external  mechanical  pressure 
is  equally  apparent  to  the  common  sense  of  every 
reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  has  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  o[ 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-w  ood  pad, 
attached  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  it 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  of 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
screw;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressun 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  o; 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  trus^ 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  theapproba 
tion  of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  me' 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par 
ker,  Carnachan.  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  61 
this  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor 
ough  trials  in  volnmnious  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followeS 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  seven 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct. 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

.  MARSH" &  CO.'S 

UNION  ORTHOPEDIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE. 

No.  2  1-3  Maiden  Lane, 
NEW -YORK. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians.  Inven 
tors  and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Support 
for  lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine 
for  the  cure  of  Club-Feet,  Bow-Legs,  and  al! 
other  physical  deformities,  Elastic  Stockings  and 
Knee-Caps;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins. 
&c. 

A  new  style  of  Suspkxsohy  Randa(;e,  superior 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  New  and 
Improved  Light,  Elastic  Suspender  Shoulder 
Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 
A  comprehensive  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip- 
tive of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  illustra 


ted  by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 
for  its  relief,  will  he  Kent  gratis  to  Physicians  on 

receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


f  JLE  Iff  IS  •—There  are  two  full  Courses  of 
Led  ores  annually,  in  Castleton  Medical  College. 

THE  SPRING  Sksnjon  commencing  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Aittmnal  Ssmsiox 
on  tlw  Mist  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
vrijl  continue  four  months. 

JOitKPH  PKKKIV8,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
md  Obstetrics. 

WiLLIAM  Swkktskt..  M.  I).,  Flrof.  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  <;ou>s.m]th.  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 

Wilmam  C.  Kittkiih.k,  A.  M.,  I'rof.  of  Medical 
hi  risprudence. 

GORTOXOX  La  Ford.  M.  P.,  Professor  of  Anato 
my  and  Physiology. 

GSORGE  Hrm.KY,  M.  P.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Vatural  History. 

AdRAInT.  Woiidwaki),  M.  P.,  Pemonstrator  of 
Anatomy* 

Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  :  for  those  who  have 
ittended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  ;  Uoard  from 
j'J.OO  to  82,50  per  week. 

J.  PERKIN'S,  M.  D.f 
Dean  of  the  Facultr. 
Castleton.  Vermont,  Pec.  1,  1853. 


rglflE    OttrilOPCTDIC  I^STI- 

JL  TUTIOIV,for  the  cure  of  deformities, 
±57,  459  and  4tll  Pacific  Street.  South  Brooklyn 
affords  to  in-door  patients,  atllictcd  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda- 
tion. Orthopa?die  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
at  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  private  patients  only.  The 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fri  lays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
clinical  instruction  will  be  given  to  Medical  Stu- 
dents, who  may  favor  the  institution  with  their 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re- 
spectfully invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
their  attention  and  visits. 
I'hysicians  of  the  Institution. 

L.  BAUER,  M.  P.,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
(Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ortho- 
paedic Institution  in  Manchester,  G.  B.  Low,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  I^ondon,  etc. 

R,  BARTHFLMKSS.  M.  P.,  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon (Wurzburg,  Ilavaria,)  formerly  Assistant 
Physician  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital  of  Wurzburg 
and  of  the  City  Hospital  in  Nuremburg,  Bava- 
ria, University. 


DR.  Sh  M.  ELIJOTT»SAi\lVlIAL 
COURSE  OF  LECTURES  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
including  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathol- 
ogy of  the  Human  Eye,  will  be  resumed  in  the 
second  week  of  December,  and  continued  during 
the  Winter  months.  The  Course  will  be  illus- 
trated by  magnified  Drawings,  by  Microscopic 
and  Clinical  demonstrations,  and  by  actual  Pis- 
sections  of  the  Organ  in  the  presence  of  the 
Class.  Circulars  containing  full  particulars  and 
testimonials  from  the  highest  Medical  Professors 
in  New  York,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Office,  No. 
198  Broadway. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LE&;  "PALMER'S  PATENT," 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  ■  hiladelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  and  Manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
tiling  of  its  kind  made  in  this  t  umtry  or  in  Eurpe.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  ••  THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  LIMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.    It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb.  *C_ 


had  the  highest  award  of  Mnin.lt.  IHphimiis  and 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien- 
tific Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  OS  the 
best  Artijirint  is;]  madfi  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prist  M#lal.  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented, 
awarded  bv  M.  ROUX.  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux.  Paris,  forty  years,  and  M.  LALLEMAND, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  an.l  JOSEPH  H 
GREEN  Esq..  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most?  gratifyin; 
cess  in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
case  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated  ; 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per 
sons,  are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
country,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit  : 

"I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  itsexecution  is  beau- 
tiful ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substi; ute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos- 
sess it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

•        _  VALENTINE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University 

New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 

"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Leg: 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  1 
am  acquainted.        WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians 

and  Surgeons.  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  29,  1851 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  anil 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man- 
ufactured by  Messrs  Palmers  Co.,  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits, 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  have 
been  operated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  I). 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 

Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc. 
New  York,  April  12,  185:1." 


Gkntlemkn. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
urers.    Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  F.  BACHK,  Surgeon, 
lo  Messrs  B.  F.  Paimki:  &  Co. 
U.  S.  Naval  Hospital.  N.  Y..  Feb.  7,  1851." 
'*!  have  examined  the  Artilicial  Leg  construc- 
ted by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co..  and  1  think  it  more 
full,-  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.       JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  D. 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

Philadelphia,  March  27, 1851 
;-  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi 
cial  Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  thronged 
'erms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
mil  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  1).  MI'TTEK.  M.  IV. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College.  Phila." 

'*  I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
ery  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn." 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1S51. 

SURGEONS  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  k  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
seem  possible.  We  recommend  them  with  plea- 
sure and  confidence  to  those  w  ho  may  need  such 
issistance 

JOHN  C.  WARREN. 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
FACOB  B1GEL0W. 
s.  I).  TOWNSEND, 
.1  MAX  IN  WARREN. 
I).  H.  STORER, 

N.  B. — All  orders  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  the 
states  of  New  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring 
field,  Mass.,  where  they  will  bo  executed.  All 
others  to  Philadelphia. 

B.  F.  PALMER  K.  D.  HUDSON, 

A.  B.  CURRIER. 


Surgeons  and  Physicians 
to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 
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OTTO  <Si  KGGHLER,  58  Chatham 
Street — second  floor. — By  an  experience  of 
a  long  sprier  of  years  in  Europe  anil  the  United 
States,  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of 
Surgical  and  Orthopedical  Machines  and  Instru- 
ments, Tr\isse&:  Bandages,  <&c,  <£c,  in  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our  age 
in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably.  VVe 
thereore  invite  physicians  and  surgeons  to  give 
us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham  st.,  (2d  floor ) 
and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles,  especially 
our  improved  instrument  for  Vaccination  which 
is  the  most  finished  article  of  its  kind. 

"~ ^THER^PEARLS." 

DELLUC  «&  CO,  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
given,  without  smell,  taste  or  emporation  ;  they 
have  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Taionair  of  <£iiiniiic, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM 

the  purest  atid  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents 

delltjc  &  CO., 

581  BROADWAY. 
Ami  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 

O  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention 
to  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well  to 
give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c,  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y 
The  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up  in 
beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  re 
tailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give 
dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser,"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — ' '  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kepha 
lia  is  what  it  professes  to  he,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and 
promoeting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeni 
ably  fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi 
mony  of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence." 

Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only  by  A. 
&  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y.,  is  uni 
versally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made 
and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted  gen 
uine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com 
plexion  ;  imparting  to  tiie  skin  a  natural  clear 
ness  and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  o 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich  st.,  New  York. 


KNICKERBOCKER  EIFE  IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY,  OF  THE 

City  ok  New  York,  corner  of  Fourteenth  Street 
and  Eighth  Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker 
Bank. 

Tin.,  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen- 
era] Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  deposited  $100,000  witli  the  Comptroller,  as 
a  security  for  the  insured,  additicnil  to  the 
receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transact 
the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurance  on  the  most 
favorable  terms  consistent  with  security  and 
lability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  participation 
n  profits. 

DIRECTORS  : 
Erastus  Lyman,  Henry  Dean, 

losepli  W.  Savage,         Isaac' Hendricks, 
John  B.  Kitching,         Henry  Dubois, 
lames  S.  Gibbons,         M.  Hopper  Mott, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr.     Ix>rain  Freeman, 
Isaac  Kip,  Jr.  Henry  I^fman, 

Pierre  C.  Kane,  Hon.  W.  Wright, 

William  Charters,  John  M'Chain, 

Mark  Cornell,  John  Denham, 

S.  C.  Wheeler,  J.  W.  Howe, 

I.  H.  Homer,  John  A.  Gun, 

B.  F.  Manierre,  W.  E.  Smith  Jr. 

Cummings  H.  Tucker,    William  Winslow, 
Richard  H.  Bull,  Concklin  L.  Martin, 

Anthony  Thornton,       A.  Bridgeman, 
Robert  Ay  res,  George  M.  Vannort, 

Gen.  Elijah  Ward,         Henry  I).  Crane, 
William  A.  Wheeler,      Charles  0.  Richardson, 
Abel  Thompson,  John  S.  Meyer, 

G.  R  Howell,  Edward  Coles, 

W  illiam  W.  Cornell,      Henry  B.,Bolster, 
James  R.  Del  Vecchio,    James  M.  Chapman, 
James  Stephens. 
ERASTUS  LYMAN,  President. 
STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER,  Vice  President. 
RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 
RICHARD  H.  BULL,  Actuary. 
DAVTD  M.  REESE,  M.  D.,  Medical  Examiner,  852 
Broadway. 


COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER 

JOB  PRINTING  OFFICE, ' 

Corner  of  Pine  and  William  Sts.,  N.  Y. 

THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER,  having  en- 
larged their  building,  have  appropriated  a  portion 
of  it  for  a  general  and  extensive 

mm  &  sm  pottsmg  ©ffice. 

Its  business  will  be  conducted  by  Francis  A: 
Hall,  John  G.  Clayton  and  John  Medole,  un- 
der the  firm  of 

HALL,  CLAYTON  &  CO. 

With  a  large  stock  of  entirely  new  Type,  an 
ample  equipment  of  Machine  Presses  of  the  most 
approved  construction,  with  Steam  for  the 
motive  power,  and  the  aid  of  the  most  skillful 
practical  assistants  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, the  proprietors  feel  authorized  to  say, 
that  their  facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  any 
other  establishment  for  the  prompt  and  satis- 
factory execution  of  all  work  which  may  be 
entrusted  to  them. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Druggists'  Print- 
ing of  all  descriptions,  in  black  or  colored  inks. 


NEW-YORK  MEDICAL  GAZETTE 

AND 

JOURNAL  OF  HEALTH. 


t)ol.  V.  May,,  1854.  No.  5. 


©riginctl  Department, 

[We  give  place  to  the  following  letter,  not  because  we  are 
convinced  of  either  the  utility  or  safety,  of  indiscriminately 
laying  open  suppurating  joints;  believing  as  we  do  that  this 
practice  is  only  adapted  to  special  cases,  the  exception  rather 
than  the  rule,  and  hence  rarely  judicious.  Our  correspondent, 
however,  has  an  equal  right  to  the  expression  and  vindication 
of  his  views.  His  criticism  upon  the  article  in  the  American 
Medical  Monthly,  bears  rather  upon  the  reporter  of  hospital 
records  for  that  journal,  than  upon  the  surgeon,  whose  prac- 
tice is  condemned.  In  either  case,  however,  the  controversy 
is  an  important  one,  in  a  scientific  as  well  as  practical  light, 
and  Dr.  Stone's  paper  is  therefore  inserted,  over  his  own  sig- 
nature. Though  we  confess  to  the  apprehension  that  the  other 
side  will  claim  to  be  heard,  yet  if  some  better  method  of  treat- 
ing hip-joint  disease  can  be  elicited  by  the  discussion,  this  de- 
sideratum will  amply  compensate  our  readers,  for  success  i§ 
too  seldom  attained  by  any  treatment.] 

Mr.  Editor — 

You  are  undoubtedly  aware  of  the  American  Medical  Monthly,  a. 
Journal  just  started  by  the  Professors  of  the  New- York  Medical  Col- 
lege in  13th  street.  Contents  and  appearance  of  the  first  number 
have,  to  my  knowledge,  made  a  favorable  impression.  Although  this 
new  literary  enterprise  has  grown  out  of  emulation  and  rivalry  with 
the  various  Medical  Schools  and  scientific  bodies  in  New- York,  the 
profession  will,  nevertheless,  give  its  full  approbation  to  competition 
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of  a  strictly  scientific  character,  which  ultimately  must  advance  the 
interest  of  both  our  profession  and  our  noble  science. 

Some  apprehension,  however,  may  be  entertained  from  a  Journal 
which,  to  all  appearance,  is  subservient  to  the  interests  of  a  certain 
clique,  in  putting  forth  too  pre-eminently,  the  scientific  merits  of  its 
patrons,  conductors  and  adherents,  while  it  may  withhold  due  credit 
from  opponents. 

With  that  apprehension  I  was  forcibly  struck  by  perusing  the  hos- 
pital records  of  that  Journal,  and  especially  that  paragraph  which 
refers  to  the  mode  of  treating  hip-disease,  adopted  by  Dr.  Carnochan 
in  Ward's  Island  Hospital. 

The  recorder  has  to  all  appearance  been  deeply  impressed  with  both 
the  superiority  and  originality  of  Dr.  C.'s  practice,  though  it  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  the  old  mode  of  treatment  hitherto  practised  by 
most  surgeons  throughout  the  civilized  world.  Novelty,  therefore, 
cannot  be  claimed,  and  as  to  its  superiority,  compared  with  the  new 
mode  of  treatment  represented  by  Drs.  March,  of  Albany,  Sayre,  of 
New- York,  and  Louis  Bauer,  of  Brooklyn,  it  remains  an  open  ques- 
tion which  I  shall  try  to  answer  as  briefly  as  possible.  The  difference 
between  the  two  modes  in  question  pertains  to  the  local  treatment. 
While  Dr.  C.  dispenses  with  splints  entirely,  the  before-named  surgeons 
deem  the  application  of  splints  absolutely  necessary.  It  seems  that 
Dr.  Carnochan  considers  the  mal-position  of  the  pelvis  and  the  distor- 
tion of  the  affected  member  highly  desirable  attributions  of  hip-dis- 
ease, which  he  feels  anxious  to  preserve ;  at  all  events  he  seems  to  be- 
lieve that  the  deformity  most  usually  attendant  upon  hip-disease,  is 
the  effect  of  the  vis  Natures  Medicatrix,  which  benefits  the  patient 
rather  than  aggravates  his  case — whereas  March,  Sayre  and  Bauer 
state  that  the  deformity  is  one  of  the  most  aggravating  collateral 
symptoms  of  genuine  hip-disease,  which  they  try  to  remove  by  exten- 
sion affected  by  splints,  special  contrivances  and  the  aid  of  anaesthetics. 

Now  it  strikes  me,  that  deformity  of  the  hip  is  anything  but  desira- 
ble, and  should  be  prevented  by  all  means  for  the  sake  of  symmetry 
and  utility  of  the  affected  limb,  independent  of  any  other  rational 
ground,  and  I  should  consider  it  the  highest  triumph  of  modern  sur- 
gery if  such  a  result  could  be  realized  by  any  treatment.  The  inquiry 
into  the  nature  of  that  deformity  tends  to  show  that  it  is  brought  on 
by  morbid  innervation  prompting  certain  groups  of  muscles  to  con- 
tract, thus  forcing  both  pelvis  and  thigh  into  an  abnormal  position, 
which  grows  in  intensity,  and  becomes  ultimately  permanent. 
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Since  my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  subject,  by  an  article  of 
Dr.  Bauer  in  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  I  have  satisfied  myself 
in  all  cases  of  hip  disease  which  have  come  under  my  observation, 
including  a  series  of  cases  in  the  Orthopoedic  Institution,  that  the 
muscles  concerned  in  the  deformity  are,  invariably,  very  tense  and 
materially  shortened  ;  and  in  cases  terminated  years  before,  I  have 
observed  the  muscles  to  be  the  principal,  if  not  the  entire  cause  of  hip 
deformity,  resisting  every  manual  attempt  at  extension.  It  canuot  be 
conceived  that  this  muscular  shortening  is  a  desirable  symptom,  likely 
to  benefit  a  patient.  But  it  is  not  this  muscular  contraction  alone,  it 
is  the  relative  position  into  which  the  thigh  bone  is  placed  in  regard 
to  the  acetabulum.  The  most  common  position  is  that  of  flexion,  ad- 
duction and  inversion  of  the  thigh,  whereby  the  head  of  the  femur  is 
pressed  against  the  posterior  and  superior  part  of  the  acetabulum,  and 
also  against  the  corresponding  walls  of  the  cotyloid  cartilage  and 
capsular  ligament.  Such  a  position  is  not  that  of  repose,  and  no 
man,  however  determined,  could  assume  it  voluntarily  for  any  space 
of  time.  It  is  further  obvious,  that  the  local  pressure  upon  the  pos- 
terior part  of  the  articular  apparatus  must  tend  to  increase  both  the 
disease  and  pain — and,  if  I  am  correct  in  my  observation,  the  latter 
grows  more  intense  with  the  degree  of  deformity. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  convinced  myself  that,  in  recent  cases, 
the  muscular  contraction  can  be  easily  counteracted,  by  the  adminis- 
tration of  chloroform  and  manual  extension,  with  the  subsequent  use 
of  splints,  for  the  sake  of  retaining  the  limb  in  its  normal  position. 

I  have  also  convinced  myself  of  the  benefit  of  that  operation,  which 
renders  the  partient  infinitely  more  comfortable  and  painless — while  it 
does  not  prevent  him  from  passive  movements  in  the  open  air,  and 
even  from  walking,  with  the  assistance  of  crutches.  As  matter  of 
course,  this  treatment  Would  not  prove  efficient  in  cases  where  the  mus- 
cles have  more  or  less  lost  their  dynaemical  expansibility  ;  more  power- 
ful apparatus  would  be  required  to  effect  extension,  and  in  extreme 
cases  dividing  of  the  disorganized  muscles  may  become  requisite. 

Thus  it  appears  as  if  both  theory  and  practice  were  in  favor  of  the 
new  mode  of  treating  hip  disease  ;  and  Dr.  Carnochan,  in  dispensing 
with  splints,  deprives  himself  and  his  patients  of  the  benefit  afforded 
by  modern  surgery  ;  and  sacrifices,  without  any  necessity,  the  symme- 
try and  utility  of  the  affected  limb  of  his  patient,  which  is  perhaps 
the  greatest  mortification  of  the  latter. 

Dr.  Carnochan,  as  is  further  stated  in  said  hospital  records,  encour- 
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ages  aud  allows  the  movement  of  the  affected  limb.  This  practice 
involves  quite  a  new  theory  ;  since  it  has  been  recommended  and 
practically  adopted  to  keep  an  affected  organ  in  perfect  repose,  with 
a  view  to  prevent  the  increase  of  inflammation.  Dr.  C,  it  appears, 
follows  the  system  of  similia  similibus,  and  tries  to  cure  inflammation 
by  its  own  increase,  like  Ramadge,  who  advises  to  cure  tuberculous 
pneumonia  by  continually  exposing  the  patient  to  the  effects  of  colds 
and  moisture.  But  I  doubt  very  much  that  Dr.  C.  will  find  many 
patients  who  would  follow  an  encouragement  that  would  ultimately 
lead  to  material  aggravation  of  their  sufferings.  In  fine,  I  do  not 
see  the  possibility  of  such  encouragement  being  realized,  as  the  joint 
is  unalterably  fixed,  and  consequently  immoveable.  His  encourage- 
ment does  therefore  actually,  though  perhaps  not  knowingly,  refer  to 
the  movements  of  the  lumbar  portion  of  the  spine,  which  affects  the 
locomotion  of  the  affected  side,  and  such  encouragement  is  by  no 
means  required,  for  the  patient  has  no  alternative.  If  Dr.  C.  means 
to  say  that  he  has  actually  succeeded  in  restoring  the  movements  of  the 
joint,  by  his  thus  encouraging  the  patient,  then  I  should  be  inclined  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  diagnosis.  At  any  rate,  the  encouraged 
movements  of  an  inflamed  and  ulcerating  joint,  is  a  practice  that 
would  even  be  proscribed  by  surgeons  of  the  western  frontiers,  and 
does  not  become  a  learned  professor  who,  by  his  audience,  is  supposed 
to  be  an  infallible  oracle  of  science. 

Finally,  Dr.  C.  leaves  the  opening  of  the  abscessed  hip  joint  to  the 
providential  operation  of  nature.  The  learned  professor  cannot  be 
charged  with  indifference  as  to  the  use  of  the  scalpel,  as  he  is  said  to 
be  a  bold  operator  and  professor.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  he  still 
labors  under  the  unfounded  dread  inculcated  by  the  old  school,  and 
that  his  anatomico-pathological  investigations  have  not  yet  liberated 
him  from  an  incubus,  which  has  by  far  too  long  oppressed  the  rational 
advancement  of  surgery.  I  should,  therefore,  refer  the  learned  pro- 
fessor to  Sir  B.  Brodie,  John  Gay,  Esq.,  Dr.  Bauer  and  others,  from 
whom  he  will  learn,  that  the  artificial  and  free  opening  of  articular 
abscess,  which  was  the  constant  phantom  of  the  old  school,  on  the 
contrary  is  followed  with  instantaneous  relief  and  speedy  recovery  of 
the  patient.  I  have  lately  witnessed  an  operation  performed  in  the 
Orthopaedic  Institution,  by  Dr.  Bauer,  on  a  boy  seven  years  old,  and 
greatly  emaciated.  Besides  myself,  Drs.  Sayre,  Stoltz  and  other 
medical  men  were  present.  It  consisted  in  a  large  incision,  entering 
the  hip  joint  behind  and  superiorilly  to  the  large  trochanter.    A  con- 
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siderable  quantity  of  purulent  matter  was  discharged,  being  mixed 
with  small  fragments  of  cartilage  and  dead  bone.  Manual  examina- 
tion confirmed  the  a  priori  diagnosis  of  the  head  of  the  femur.  The 
case  I  have  watched  since  with  the  utmost  interest  and  anxiety, 
and  at  this  time,  after  the  lapse  of  six  weeks,  the  patient  is  almost 
cured  by  speedy  and  healthy  granulations,  that  are  about  cicatrizing. 
The  leg  being  kept  by  mechanical  contrivances  in  a  good  position,  will 
be  ere  long  nearly  as  useful  as  the  other.  And  a  good  number  of 
other  cases,  equally  as  favorable,  are  on  record. 

Let  us  look  into  the  philosophy  of  this  practice:  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  capsular  ligament  is  partly  composed  of  yellow 
fibrous  tissue,  which  endows  the  membrane  with  a  certain  degree  of 
elasticity  and  resistance.  This  is  one  of  the  mechanical  obstacles 
against  the  spontaneous  opening  of  joints.  But  it  is  materially  in- 
creased by  the  substantial  firmness  of  the  adjacent  areolar  tissue,  con- 
sequent upon  inflammatory  infiltration.  Moreover  the  constitution  of 
such  patients  is  mostly  broken  down,  and  cannot  sufficiently  support 
the  speedy  development  of  the  abscesses.  Such  conditions  must 
necessarily  tend  to  protract  spontaneous  opening,  and  in  fact,  the 
greater  part  of  the  joint  will  be  disintegrated  before  the  spontaneous 
opening  will  take  place.  And  if  this  is  ultimately  the  case,  the  joint 
ltself  will  be  in  no  better  condition  in  reference  to  the  dreaded  en- 
trance of  air,  whereas  the  destruction  within  and  about  the  joint  will 
be  very  much  augmented.  The  free  incision  into  the  joint  is  moreover 
combined  with  other  advantages  of  great  practical  moment,  as  for 
instance,  the  speedy  removal  of  tubercular  substance — fragments  of 
sloughed  articular  cartilage  and  dead  bones — permitting  likewise  the 
more  direct  application  of  remedies.  Thus  theory  and  experience 
plead  in  favor  of  the  new  practice,  and  no  medical  man,  the  learned 
professor  not  excepted,  is  placed  above  the  duty  of  science  to  the 
afflicted,  to  bow  before  the  power  of  sound  argument  and  facts. 

My  entering  the  public  arena  of  scientific  discussion  has  not  been 
prompted  by  self  arrogation.  In  my  humble  position  as  a  private 
practitioner,  I  felt  induced  to  do  so  by  the  dogmatical  manner  in 
which  the  treatment  of  Dr.  C.  has  been  placed  before  the  profes- 
sion, and  which  tends  to  delude  younger  practitioners,  who  repose  but 
too  often  implicit  belief  in  the  teachings  of  their  respective  professors, 
attributing  to  them  the  power  and  validity  of  the  gospel,  while 
they  may  happen  to  be  the  erroneous  opinions  of  fallible  beings. 

Brooklyn,  A'.  V.,  March  lith, 1854.  A.  STONE,  M.  I). 
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EXTRACTS  from  L.  Abeille  Medicale  of  Paris. 

Translated  for  the  JV.  Y.  Medical  Gazette. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  "  Academic  des  Sciences"  on  the  10th  October 
last,  M.  Leclerc,  Professor  in  the  medical  school  of  Tours,  read  a 
communication  entitled  "  Physiological  and  Anatomical  investigations 
into  the  nervous  apparatus  of  plants. 

M.  Leclerc's  experiments  were  principally  upon  the  sensitive  plant, 
(mimosa  pudica.)  Upon  this  plant  M.  Leclerc  has  made  numerous 
observations  and  experiments;  especially  subjecting  it  to  the  action 
of  anaesthetic  substances.  The  following  are  some  of  his  published 
results. 

A  leaf  of  the  sensitive  plant  having  been  exposed  under  a  bell-glass- 
to  the  action  of  ether,  in  from  10  to  15  minutes  after,  all  the  folio les 
become  greatly  increased  in  size:  the  leaf  was  perfectly  motionless; 
the  rudest  shock,  the  action  of  acids  or  of  fire,  the  most  extensive 
mutilations,  all  failed  to  produce  the  least  movement  in  it. 

One  of  the  leaves  was  cut  off,  without  causing  any  movement  in  the 
remainder.  Five  minutes  afterward,  a  slight  jar  of  this  leaf  caused 
its  folioles  to  move,  which  appeared  to  recover  from  a  state  of  engorge- 
ment, and  in  the  space  of  a  few  seconds  they  had  all  closed. 

Another  leaf  being  cut  off  and  subjected  to  the  action  of  the  gal- 
vanic current,  recovered  its  mobility  more  quickly  than  the  other. 

The  sensitive  plant  that  is  taken  out  dead,  after  more  than  four 
hours'  etherization,  presents  the  singular  phenomenon  of  cadaveric 
rigidity.    Its  petioles  then  have  an  unusual  stiffness. 

Every  time  that  a  sensitive  plant  is  etherized  long  enough  to  expe- 
rience the  anaesthetic  effects,  it  is  found,  on  coming  out  of  the  bell-glass,, 
to  have  a  much  lower  temperature  than  that  of  a  plant  that  has  not 
been  etherized.  This  continues  until  the  plant  has  exhaled  all  the 
ether  that  oppresses  it. 

The  action  of  chloroform  upon  the  sensitive  is  more  rapid  and  more 
strongly  marked  than  that  of  ether. 

Some  of  these  experiments  tend  to  prove  that  the  plant  is  possessed 
of  a  circulation  and  excretory  functions. 

Finally,  etherization  furnishes  new  proof  that,  like  the  polypus,  the 
plant  is  one,  composed  of  many  individuals. 

After  having  attempted  to  establish,  by  these  experiments,  that  the 
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sensitive  plant  possesses  a  nervous  apparatus,  the  author  goes  on  to 
show  that  other  plants  which  have  not  movements  appreciable  by  the 
sight,  are  possessed  of  similar  organization.  N.  L.  C. 


Pulmonary  Insufflation  in  certain  cases  where  the  process  of  respiration 
is  interrupted. — M.  Plouviez,  in  a  recent  communication  in  answer  to 
M.  Ripault  upon  this  subject,  speaks  as  follows  : 

In  a  note  submitted  in  January,  1848,  to  the  Academy,  I  already 
pointed  out  pulmonary  insufflations  as  a  means  of  combatting  the 
asphyxia  which  sometimes  results  from  the  inhalation  of  ether  or 
chloroform,  and  still  more  recently  in  my  work  upon  etherization.  I 
showed  how  much  might  be  expected  from  this  means  under  circum- 
stances in  which  suffocation  proceeds  from  another  cause,  as  for  exam- 
ple, in  certain  cases  of  asthma,  and  in  cases  of  croup  in  which 
tracheotomy  is  indicated.  Might  not  one,  by  means  of  these  insuffla- 
tions, gain  time,  and  perhaps  even  avoid  that  operation  ? 

For  some  years  past,  I  have  had  repeated  occasion  to  employ 
insufflations  in  cases  of  croup,  and  sometimes  with  success.  Several 
times  the  asphyxia  was  complete,  and  it  was  by  this  means  that  I  re- 
lieved it.  As  these  observations  "are  about  to  be  published  in  a  special 
work,  I  shall  content  myself,  for  the  present,  with  saying  how  they 
should  be  practised. 

In  case  of  complete  asphyxia,  place  the  nozzle  of  an  ordinary  bellows 
between  the  teeth  or  in  one  nostril,  and  make  rapid  insufflations  until 
the  first  inspiration,  then  slacken  your  efforts,  only  to  discontinue  them 
when  the  danger  is  over.  This  is  to  be  recommenced  as  often  as  may 
be  necessary.  On  the  other  hand,  if  respiration  be  only  difficult,  it 
suffices  to  increase  the  volume  of  inspired  air;  and  in  order  to  do  this, 
the  insufflations  are  to  be  performed  gently,  and  only  during  the  in- 
spirations. The  comfort  that  patients  experience,  sometimes  transi- 
tory, it  is  true,  is  yet  so  extraordinary  that  one  must  witness  the  fact 
in  order  to  fully  believe  that  so  simple  a  means  should  have  so  happy 
and  almost  always  instantaneous  influence.  N.  L.  C. 


Amputation  of  the  Tongue. — M.  Maison-neuve  communicated  to  the 
Academy  of  Medicine  an  account  of  an  amputation  of  the  tongue 
to  the  extent  of  eight  centimetres:  the  result  was  a  perfect  cure,  with 
preservation  of  speech.  C. 
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Treatment  of  Local  Inflammations  by  Impermeable  Plasters. — An 
observation  upon  peritonitis,  communicated  during  the  last  sitting  of 
the  Academy  of  Medicine  by  Dr.  Robert  Latour,  causes  us  to  make 
known,  as  precisely  as  possible,  the  mode  of  treatment  reported  by 
the  author. 

Dr.  Robert  Latour's  starting  point  is  the  opinion  of  M.  Fourcault, 
that  if  by  means  of  an  impermeable  plaster  we  exclude  the  skin  of  a 
warm-blooded  animal  from  the  action  of  the  atmospheric  air,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  animal  will  combine  and  diminish  until  the  powers  of 
life  finally  succumb.  The  immediate  action  of  the  air  upon  the  skin, 
then,  is  necessary  for  the  developement  of  the  animal  heat.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  local  increase  of  this  temperature  being  the  initial 
phenomenon,  of  inflammation,  the  author  has  been  led  to  think  that  if 
the  inflamed  parts  were  deprived  of  all  contact  with  the  air,  the  mor- 
bid actiou  would  be  arrested.  Experience  has  tended  to  confirm  this 
supposition.  The  means  employed  by  M.  Robert  Latour  to  shelter 
the  skin  from  all  contact  with  the  air,  is  collodion  with  the  addition 
of  castor  oil  and  turpentine,  after  the  following  formula  : 
Collodion  (prepared  after  the  formula  of  M.  Mialhe,)  30  grammes. 

Venice  turpentine  ».  15  decigrammes. 

Castor  oil   5  decigrammes. 

The  collodion  is  spread  upon  the  diseased  part  by  a  brush.  Care 
should  be  taken  to  make  a  coating  thick  enougfi  to  afford  proper 
resistance,  and  also  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  inflammation,  in 
all  directions. 

The  diseases  against  which  the  author  has  employed  this  method  of 
treatment  are  numerous  :  erysipelas,  zona,  traumatic  lesions,  burns, 
acute  articular  rheumatism,  peritonitis,  ovaritis,  pleurisy,  &c,  are  of 
the  number.  He  reports  eighty  observations,  in  which  this  means  has 
been  constantly  followed  by  success.  Since  M.  Robert  Latour  has 
made  these  results  known,  other  physicians  have  collected  facts  which 
go  to  prove  the  utility  of  impermeable  plasters:  thus  M.  Blache  has 
seen  an  inflammation  of  the  breast  rapidly  disappear  by  the  use  of 
applications  of  collodion.  Experience  appears,  then,  to  pronounce  in 
favor  of  this  mode  of  treatment.  But  is  it  really  to  the  diminution 
of  the  animal  heat  that  we  must  attribute  the  happy  effects  of  the 
impermeable  plasters  ?  There  doubt  begins  to  exist.  It  matters 
little,  however,  what  the  explanation  may  be,  if  the  therapeutical 
action  of  the  means  employed  be  really  incontestable.       N.  L.  C. 
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CASE  OF  OVARIAN  DROPSY. 

Which  required  Paracentesis  seventeen  times  within  sixteen  months,  over 
one  hundred  gallons  of  fluid  being  obtained  at  these  several  operations. 
By  the  Editor. 

For  the  following  history  of  the  disease  we  are  indebted  to  the  at- 
tending physician,  Dr.  Bennett,  of  Brooklyn. 

"S.  F.  B.,  aged  22  years;  enjoyed  unusually  good  health,  till  within  the  last 
2£  years.  The  early  part  of  this  last-named  period  her  health  suffered  impair- 
ment from  careless  exposures,  wet  feet,  &c.  &c,  developing  ordinary  symptoms 
of  cold,  with  coughs,  and  occasional  suppression  of  the  menses.  These  condi- 
tions received  but  little  attention  or  treatment,  only  as  the  suffering  might  urge 
her  to  seek  relief  by  medicines — after  which  the  same  neglect  would  follow. 
This  state  of  things  continued  about  four  to  six  months,  by  which  time  the  lungs 
were  evidently  involved.  The  cough  became  quite  constant — with  very  slight 
expectoration,  and  rapid  emaciation. 

"  Near  the  latter  part  of  this  time  the  menses  appeared,  and  were  extremely 
profuse,  reducing  her  strength  exceedingly.  When  this  ceased,  they  never 
returned. 

"Some  few  months  after  this  a  tumor  made  its  appearance  in  the  left  hypogas- 
tric region.  It  was  not  attended  by  pain,  and  increased  rapidly.  It  was  not 
till  this  tumor  had  acquired  nearly  the  size  of  a  man's  head  that  she  sought 
advice  regularly. 

"  The  details  of  the  treatment  are  quite  unnecessary,  as  all  medicines  used 
were  alike  unsuccessful.  The  uterine  function  could  not  be  restored,  nor  the 
growth  of  the  tumor  retarded — and  additionally,  the  kidneys  began  to  decline 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  ;  the  quantity  of  urine  soon  diminished  to  about 
two  or  three  table  spoonsfull  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  in  the  mean  time 
dropsical  effusion  was  progressing." 

In  July,  1852,  we  first  saw  the  case  in  consultation,  certain  unfound- 
ed insinuations  having  raised  the  question  of  Gestation  being  the 
cause  of  the  abdominal  distention,  which  by  this  time  had  become 
enormous.  No  solid  tumor  of  any  kind  could  be  felt  through  the 
parietes,  but  the  presence  of  fluid  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  had  become 
a  source  of  so  much  suffering  that  tapping  was  imperatively  necessary. 

On  introducing  the  trocar  through  the  umbilicus,  a  thick  glutinous 
semi-fluid  flowed  freely,  to  the  extent  of  23  quarts  before  the  abdomi- 
nal cavity  was  emptied,  when  the  presence  of  an  enormous  ovarian 
tumor  was  obvious,  filling  the  left  hypochondrium,  dipping  down  into 
the  pelvis,  and  extending  anteriorly  beyond  the  linea  alba,  so  as  to 
project  over  upon  the  right  side.    No  untoward  symptom  followed, 
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and  the  patient  having  previously  been  medicated  ineffectually,  a  mer- 
curial course  was  prescribed,  the  calomel  being  combined  with  squill 
and  digitalis.  A  slight  ptyalism  secretion  was  attained,  but  no  in- 
crease in  the  function  of  the  kidneys  was  observed,  so  that  in  five 
weeks  the  distention  of  the  abdomen  rendered  a  second  operation 
necessary,  yielding  24  quarts  of  fluid  as  before.  After  improving  the 
interval  by  the  diligent  and  faithful  trial  of  various  preparations  of 
iodine,  potassium,  iron,  cantharides,  &c,  without  any  good  effect,  a 
third  operation  became  necessary,  with  a  result  nearly  similar  to  the 
last.  And  thus  at  intervals  varying  from  6  to  3  weeks,  the  tapping 
was  repeated,  the  quantity  increasing  to  seven  gallons  and  a  half  at 
a  single  operation,  ascertained  by  measurement.  In  the  progress  of 
the  case,  the  fluid  became  more  and  more  viscid,  until  larger  canulae 
had  to  be  used,  as  it  approached  the  consistence  of  albumen  ovi. 
Analysis  by  chemical  and  microscopic  means  failed  to  detect  urea,  or 
any  other  salts,  animal  matter  only  being  detected,  chiefly  pure 
albumen. 

The  case  was  visited  and  observed  during  its  progress  by  Drs.  Sa- 
bine, Dixon,  Lee,  Gunn,  Dewees,  Greene,  and  others,  who,  with  Dr. 
Bennet,  were  familiar  with  its  details.  After  each  operation  the  pa- 
tient was  comfortable  for  a  few  days,  suffering  no  pain  or  other  incon- 
venience, and  her  health  steadily  improving  until  October,  when  she 
died  of  peritonitis  supervening  upon  the  11th  tapping. 

The  following  report  of  the  post  mortem  has  been  politely  furnished 
by  Dr.  Lidell,  by  whom  it  was  conducted  in  presence  of  Professor 
Gilman,  Drs.  Bennet,  Green,  and  the  writer.  The  tumor  is  preserved 
in  the  Museum  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

SECTIO  CADAVERIS  FOURTEEN  HOURS  AFTER  DEATH. 

Body  much  emaciated  and  pale:  abdomen  enormously  swelled. 

On  making  a  small  opening  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  a 
little  above  the  umbilicus  and  in  the  median  line,  a  pale  syrupy  fluid, 
not  unlike  the  white  of  an  egg,  began  to  flow  away;  after  flowing  a 
little  while  its  color  became  yellowish,  and  towards  the  last  it  was 
mixed  with  shreds  and  flocculi  of  false  membrane.  In  all  upwards  of 
3  gallons  of  this  pale  honey-like  fluid  were  withdrawn  from  the  peri- 
toneal cavity.  By  dilating  the  incision  upwards  to  the  eusiform  car- 
tilage and  downwards  to  the  umbilicus,  a  large  ovoidal  tumor  was 
brought  into  view,  which  had  become  adherent  to  the  anterior  wall  of 
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the  abdomen,  through  an  oval-shaped  space  of  about  five  inches  in 
length  by  four  inches  in  breadth,  and  the  upper  margin  thereof  cor- 
responded with  the  umbilicus.  These  adhesions  were  carefully  dis- 
sected away,  and  the  incision  was  extended  downwards  to  the  pubis, 
fully  exposing  the  tumor.  It  was  now  seen  to  lie  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  entirely  free  from  any  adhesions,  except  to  the  broad  liga 
ment  of  the  uterus,  to  which  its  small  extremity  was  firmly  attached. 
The  tumor  was  evidently  developed  from  the  left  ovary.  The  right 
ovary  was  pretty  large,  but  in  other  respects  appeared  to  be  sound. 
The  left  Fallopian  tube  had  been  dragged  upwards  by  the  progressive 
enlargement  of  the  tumor,  pulling  along  with  it  the  left  corner  of  the 
uterus.  The  uterus  was  also  small  in  size,  but  in  other  respects  ap- 
peared to  be  natural.  The  ovarian  tumor  was  egg-shaped,  and  about 
twelve  inches  in  length  by  ten  in  breadth.  On  laying  it  open,  it  was 
seen  to  be  composed  of  a  grayish-white  firm  capsule,  enclosing  a  mul- 
titude of  beautiful  little  globular  cysts,  as  in  a  strong  shut  sac.  These 
cysts  varied  from  about  six  to  eighteen  lines  in  diameter,  had  their 
transparent  walls,  upon  which  delicate  little  bloodvessels  ramified  in 
a  beautiful  manner,  and  were  filled  with  a  transparent  honey-like  fluid. 

After  removing  and  inspecting  the  tumor,  we  proceeded  to  examine 
the  remainder  of  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  peritoneum,  particularly 
the  parietal,  was  much  thickened  and  roughened  throughout  the  great- 
er part  of  its  extent,  and  colored  grayish-white.  In  some  places  it 
was  fully  two  lines  in  thickness.  The  intestines  were  intensely  con- 
gested, having  a  reddish-brown  color,  a  velvet-like  roughening  of  their 
peritoneal  coat,  and  were  extensively  agglutinated  by  recent  whitish 
and  soft  plastic  exudation  (lymph.)  There  were  also  extensive  de- 
posits of  the  same  soft  false  membrane  lying  upon  the  parietal  perito- 
neum, together  with  flocculi  of  it  floating  in  the  liquid  already  men- 
tioned as  having  been  withdrawn.  The  liver  was  firmly  glued  to  the 
diaphragm  by  old  grayish-white  adhesions,  and  its  inferior  or  concave 
surface  was  so  densely  covered  by  swathes  of  old  false  membrane  that 
the  natural  reddish-brown  color  of  the  organ  could  not  be  seen  through 
them.  The  hepatic  tissue  appeared  to  be  healthy.  The  kidneys  were 
small  in  size,  paler  than  natural  in  color,  and  presented  a  finely  mot- 
tled appearance  on  peeling  off  the  capsule. 

There  were  old  pleuritic  adhesions,  and  a  moderate  amount  of  pleu- 
ritic effusion  discolored  with  blood,  in  each  side  of  the  thorax.  The 
1  ungs  were  somewhat  compressed,  but  in  other  respects  sound.  The 
heart  was  natural. 
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PAKISIAN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Surgical  Clinique  by  M.  Guersant,  at  the  Hospital  des  Enfants, 

Which  contains  600  beds.  The  children  are  admitted  into  this  Hospital 
from  two  to  fifteen  years.  The  average  number  of  patients  yearly 
3,500.     The  mortality  1  in  6. 

Let  us  examine  at  first  if  we  find  among  children  the  same  calculi 
as  in  adults.  Since  I  have  been  in  this  Hospital,  I  have  found  the 
same  as  to  form  and  volume,  (showed  some  small,  and  two  which 
weighed  one  2  and  the  other  3  oz.)  With  children  as  with  adults, 
you  find  the  small  and  the  large  calculi  then.  The  composition  is 
also  the  same.  These  before  you  are  composed  of  the  phosphates  of 
ammonia,  magnesia,  phosphate  of  lime,  oxalate  of  lime.  These  are 
quite  hard — but  there  are  those  which  are  still  harder. 

Cause. — For  the  past  12  years  I  have  interrogated  the  parents 
and  grand-parents  of  the  children,  in  order  to  find  out  if  this  trouble 
was  or  was  not  hereditary.  I  have  not  succeeded  perfectly,  or 
enough  to  say  with  certainty.  I  have  observed  in  many  cases  that 
the  parents  had  the  gout. 

Nutrition.— Many  of  the  little  patients  are  from  the  country, 
badly  nourished,  eating  much  vegetable  food,  no  meat,  no  wine,  or 
they  are  the  poor  children  of  Paris,  who  are  found  in  the  same  con- 
dition. It  is  true,  that  we  find  this  disease  among  the  rich  ;  but  not 
to  such  an  extent.  We  have  made  the  Lithotomy  one  hundred  and 
fifty  times,  and  Lithotrity  forty  in  the  Hospital,  and  but  3  or  4  times 
in  the  city.  During  thirty  years  my  father  had  but  one  occasion  to 
sound  a  child  belonging  to  a  family  in  easy  circumstances.  From 
these  facts,  we  deduce  that  calculi  are  developed  almost  exclusively 
among  children  badly  nourished.  We  do  not  speak  of  other  causes, 
of  those  usually  cited  by  authors,  for  they  are  all  secondary. 

Symptoms.— Calculi  are  met  at  all  ages  While  Intern  at  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  I  opened  an  infant  just  born,  in  which  I  found  calculi  in 
the  kidneys.  I  have  seen  them  frequently  in  children  at  the  breast ; 
they  are  small,  and  in  the  urethral  canal  of  the  ureter.  In  children 
of  this  age  the  symptoms  are  generally  obscure.  They  cry,  and  no 
one  knows  why.  They  do  not  ask  to  urinate.  The  parents  some- 
times observe  that  they  have  at  times  erections,  and  at  that  time  they 
cry  more  ;  also  have  an  air  as  if  suffering  much,  and  that  no  urine  is 
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passed  for  a  length  of  time.  These  are  all  the  signs  of  young  children. 
One  never  sees  their  urine,  as  they  use  their  clothes.  When  these 
symptoms  are  met  with  always  sound.  When  the  children  arrive  at  the 
age  of  two  or  three  years,  we  then  have  the  rational  and  positive 
signs. 

Rational  Signs. — When  they  urinate  they  cry.  They  are  always 
milking  the  organ  ;  the  stream  is  interrupted,  by  jets,  frequent  erec- 
tions, urine  not  clean,  sanguinolent,  fiocculent;  go  often  to  the  cham- 
ber, and  make  violent  efforts,  and  there  is  protrusion  of  the  rectum. 

Positive  Signs. — When  one  has  the  above  signs  he  is  authorized 
to  sound.  Catharisation  is  easy  if  one  has  the  habit  of  doing  it. 
It  should  only  be  practised  when  the  rational  signs  are  present.  When 
the  calculi  are  large  it  is  easy  to  find  them.  But  when  they  are  small 
there  is  no  end  to  the  trouble.  I  have  sounded  during  five  months, 
each  week,  on  a  child  of  seven  years  without  finding  anything,  until 
one  happened  to  be  engaged  in  the  canal. 

When  the  rational  signs  are  present,  I  will  never  say  a  child  has 
not  stone;  but  I  will  say  I  cannot  feel  it.  M.  Pasguier,  a  surgeon 
well  known  to  you,  very  able  and  well  informed  on  this  subject  partic. 
ularly,  was  with  me  in  a  case  where  we  sounded  three  or  four  times 
without  finding  anything.  Another  surgeon  three  days  after  found  a 
calculus. 

Progress  of  Calccu. — The  progress  of  this  disease  is  variable. 
The  child  may  come  into  the  world  with  calculus,  smooth,  regular. 
At  the  end  of  two  or  three  months  we  see  the  disease  cured  by  the 
issue  of  the  stone  through  the  urethra.  This  happens  here  three  or 
four  times  a  year.  There  are  many  children  who  have  the  canal  very 
large,  easy  to  be  dilated.  They  have  the  penis  quite  small,  the  mea- 
tus is  narrow;  in  these  cases  it  is  necessary  to  enlarge  it.  But  they 
have  a  bladder  possessing  greater  energy ;  more  in  comparison  than 
we  find  in  a  more  advanced  age.  By  examining  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der in  the  child,  you  will  see  with  what  facility  you  may  arrive  there. 
With  slight  pressure,  you  will  obtain  dilatation  and  without  tearing. 
In  the  adult  it  is  different;  in  the  old  man,  impossible.  This  circum- 
stance with  children  is  favorable,  and  we  must  attend  to  it;  because 
the  cure  is  sometimes  spontaneous.  The  stone,  grace  to  the  force  of 
the  contractions  of  the  bladder,  and  to  the  facility  of  dilatation  of  the 
neck,  arrives  in  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  where  it  may 
rest.    Sometimes  it  reaches  the  mouth  of  the  urethra,  from  which  it 
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rarely  goes  out  unaided;  generally  it  rests  here  some  mouths.  If  it 
remains  more  than  one  year,  there  is  fear  of  its  augmenting.  But 
ordinarily  its  resting  determines  inflammatory  accidents,  purulent 
catarrhs,  bloody  urine;  these  reach  upon  the  general  health,  so  that 
we  have  fever  and  general  symptoms  of  marasmus.  Is  this  state  so 
important;  constant?  We  meet  it  often.  We  meet  children,  who,  for 
a  long  time,  having  stone,  are  not  incommoded  by  it.  The  general 
health  does  not  seem  to  suffer  much.  True,  they  evade  taking  violent 
exercise,  and  the  bladder  seems  to  accustom  itself  to  the  stone.  It 
is  the  same  with  old  men.  I  have  seen  at  Bicetre,  in  thirty-four  old 
men  with  stone,  individuals  who  had  had  them  some  twelve  years, 
but  who  had  suffered  little,  and  had  not  had  any  accidents.  This 
takes  place  with  children,  but  not  so  commonly,  as  they  are  more 
irritable  than  adults;  and  with  old  persons  the  bladder  contracts  with 
little  power,  and  leaves  the  calculus  in  the  bass  fond  where  no  con- 
traction reaches  it,  whilst  with  children  it  is  continually  being  pushed 
towards  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  causing  great  pain. 

Terminations. — Variable — Cure — Habituate  themselves  to  the 
stone. — Disorders  of  the  general  system — Marasmus— Death. 

Diff.  Diagnosis. — Notwithstanding  the  symptoms  which  would 
lead  us  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  the  calculus,  we  find  in  some 
cases  they  are  false.  I  have  seen  infants  suffer  very  much.  Upon 
examination,  you  will  find  that  blisters  of  cantharides  have  been  used, 
and  which  caused  them  all  the  pain  in  urinating,  make  them  pull  at 
the  penis,  produce  turbid  urine,  which  deposites  flocculi.  To  re- 
move this  trouble,  it  is  necessary  only  to  change  the  treatment — 
replace  the  powder  of  cantharides  by  some  other  vesicatory. 
We  see  also  children  having  only  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  offering  the 
rational  signs  of  stone.  Here  catheterism  must  be  practised.  Tu- 
mors of  a  bad  nature  can  be  developed  in  the  bladder.  In  this 
Hospital,  a  fungus  of  the  bladder  has  given  us  all  the  symptoms. 
The  catheter  only  has  enlightened  us. 

Prognosis. — What  has  been  said  would  lead  us  to  find  a  more 
favorable  prognosis  for  children  than  for  adults.  Admitting  even  that 
the  stone  is  not  passed  off,  we  do  not  have  in  the  child  those  grave 
accidents.  There  is  no  diseased  prostate,  diseased  bladder,  &c, 
ceteris  purabis.  It  is  much  less  grave  with  children  ;  and  experience 
has  proved  this.  In  Russia,  Poland,  and  Germany,  the  treatment  of 
children  is  very  successful.    At  Paris,  and  in  this  Hospital,  we  have 
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one  death  in  12  cases,  and  the  general  circumstances  are  very  bad. 
The  moral  counts  in  these  cases  also  ;  the  child  does  not  know  and 
does  not  worry  about  the  success  of  the  operation — he  is  not  struck 
in  advance,  and  only  complains  at  the  moment  of  suffering.  The 
surgical  means  are  of  three  sorts.  The  first,  which  is  the  most  sim- 
ple, is  that  of  extracting  the  stones,  which  are  found  in  the  canal  of 
the  urethra.  These  cases  present  themselves  in  this  Hospital  four  or 
five  times  a  year.  When  the  calculus  is  in  the  urethra  there  can 
arrive  three  things. 

First, — The  stone  found  in  the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra. 

Second, — Where  it  has  cleared  the  membranous  portion,  and 
has  stopped  in  some  other  portion  of  the  canal. 

Third, — Where  the  stone  has  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  canal. 
This  form  is  the  most  common. 

Examination  of  the  three  Cases. 

First.  The  child  presents  two  characters  prominently — the  pain 
and  the  effort  to  urinate.  He  can,  however,  urinate,  but  suffers  much 
in  making  the  effort.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  act  at  once  if  the 
patient  can  urinate  ;  for  if  the  surgeon  decides  to  act,  he  must  either 
push  the  stone  back  into  the  bladder  in  order  to  practice  Lithotomy 
later,  or  else  practice  a  "  boutonniere."  But  the  stone  can,  by  the 
unaided  effort  of  nature,  make  its  way  little  by  little  out.  We  aid  it 
by  baths,  cataplasms,  bella-donna,  (to  dilate,)  diluents  in  large 
quantities.  There  will  be  pain  in  its  passage,  but  it  will  be  much  less 
than  if  the  surgeon  ^interferes.  It  happens  sometimes  that  the  stone 
rests  stationary  ;  what  is  to  be  done  then  ?  In  pressing  the  penis 
between  the  fingers,  one  recognizes  the  calculus  and  its  large  size, 
that  it  has  rested  some  time  in  the  membranous  portion  ;  it  must  be 
either  a  smooth  or  a  rough  stone — the  touch  will  give  this  informa- 
tion ;  when  it  is  of  the  rough  variety,  the  child  suffers  much  when  the 
part  is  handled,  and  less  if  it  is  of  the  smooth  ;  if  it  is  irregular,  and 
has  rested  some  time,  there  will  be  less  danger  in  pushing  it  back  into 
the  bladder  than  in  extracting  it ;  when  it  is  smooth,  I  would  extract. 
We  have  much  trouble  in  getting  it  through  the  canal,  as  it  is  large, 
and  the  instrument  also  requires  place.  I  use  the  "  curette"  scoop  of 
Leroy  d'Etiolles.  You  introduce  it  straight  into  the  canal,  pass  the 
calculus,  then  turn  the  screw  which  curves  the  end  and  embraces  the 
stone,  when  you  can  bring  it  out,  the  stone  iu  front.  I  prefer  this  to 
the  operation  of  the  "  boutonniere  ;"  thus,  when  the  stone  is  rough  I 
push  it  back,  when  it  is  smooth  I  extract  with  the  "  curette." 
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Selection  0. 

[From  a  letter  to  Professor  Meigs,  which  prefaces  Dr.  R. 
La  Roche's  late  work  on  Pneumonia,  we  present  to  our  read- 
ers the  following  extracts,  which  relate  to  American  Medical 
Literature.  We  bespeak  a  patient  reading  of  the  citations, 
and  especially  the  withering  rebuke  administered  so  justly  to 
our  Medical  Jackdaws,  who  obtrude  themselves  before  the 
public  in  borrowed  plumage,  ignominiously  stealing  whole 
lectures  and  passing  them  off  as  their  own,  like  Dr.  Bedford 
of  this  city,  whose  portrait  is  here  drawn  to  the  life,  as  though 
he  had  sat  for  the  picture.  So  savage,  and  yet  so  just  a  criti- 
cism upon  the  whole  tribe  of  plagiarists,  compilers,  and  lite- 
rary pirates,  it  has  not  been  our  lot  to  read,  and  we  honor 
Dr.  La  Roche  for  his  preface,  as  well  as  for  his  book.] 

DR.  LA  ROCHE  TO  PROFESSOR  MEIGS. 

"  Compared  with  that  of  Europe,  whether  of  Germany,  France, 
England,  or  even  Italy,  the  medical  literature  of  the  United  States 
may  be  said  to  be  as  yet  in  a  state  of  infancy.  This  is  true  both  as 
regards  the  number  of  original  publications  which  issue  from  the 
press,  and  their  practical  importance,  scientific  character,  or  literary 
merit.  It  would  be  unnecessary,  and  out  of  place,  to  dwell  here  on 
the  causes  which  have  contributed  to  produce  this  result  ;  but,  be 
they  what  they  may,  that  result  is  placed  beyond  the  possibility  of 
doubt  ;  for  no  professional  reader  can  have  failed  to  perceive  that, 
although  original  treatises,  monographs,  and  elaborate  essays  on 
various  branches  of  medical  science  have  appeared  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  their  number  is  comparatively  limited  ;  and  it  is  a  fact 
which  no  one  here  will  venture  to  deny,  that  while  some  of  these 
would  do  honor  to  any  country,  the  greater  number  are  not  of  such 
a  character  as  to  entitle  them  to  general  commendation  and  lasting 
attention.  Not  less  readily  will  it  be  admitted,  by  those  who  take 
an  expansive  survey  of  the  minor  medical  productions  of  this  country, 
such  as  original  essays  of  small  size,  either  issued  in  a  separate  form, 
or  as  contributions  to  periodical  journals,  that,  although  more  numer- 
ous than  the  former  class,  they  seldom  add  anything  to  the  character 
of  our  professional  literature,  and  exhibit  even  less  merit,  both  in 
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reference  to  the  matter  they  contain,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  written,  than  might  have  been  anticipated,  when  we  consider  the 
multitude  of  physicians  scattered  over  the  vast  extent  of  this  country, 
the  unlimited  opportunities  for  collecting  observations  of  interest  and 
value  within  their  reach,  as  well  as  the  sound  sense  and  the  capacity 
for  practical  and  scientific  investigation  which  form  attributes  of  the 
American  mind.  With  these  facts  before  him,  every  American  phy- 
sician who  is  alive  to  the  honor,  dignity,  and  interest  of  his  profes- 
sion, will  unite  in  the  opinion,  that  we  have,  so  far  as  medical 
literature  is  concerned,  a  character  not  to  uphold  merely,  but  to 
establish  ;  and  that  consequently  it  behooves  him,  while  neglecting  no 
means  to  improve  himself  in  the  various  branches  of  medical  science, 
to  shun  carefully,  and  to  reprove  in  others,  every  practice  which  may 
in  any  degree  retard  the  accomplishment  of  so  desirable  an  end. 

It  would  be  impossible,  in  the  space  allowed  me  on  this  occasion, 
to  point  out  in  detail  the  several  baneful  influences  here  alluded  to  ; 
let  it  suffice  to  dwell  on  two  of  the  more  prominent.  It  is  not  uii 
common  to  find  inexperienced  medical  writers  in  this  country — as, 
indeed,  elsewhere — hazarding,  on  physiological,  pathological,  etio- 
logical, or  practical  subjects,  opinions  completely  at  variance  with 
those  which  the  enlightened  portion  of  medical  men,  throughout  the 
civilized  world,  regard  as  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  cavil  or  dispu- 
tation, or,  at  least,  as  entitled  to  the  most  respectful  consideration. 
Some,  in  their  dissent  from  the  current  opinion  of  the  medical  world, 
content  themselves  with  throwing  out  a  simple  conjecture,  or  per- 
chance pronouncing  a  positive  statement.  Others,  more  ambitious, 
bring  forward  a  complex  theory,  or  do  not  hesitate  to  enter  upon 
systematic  developments.  Nor  is  it  less  common  to  find  these  scientific 
aspirants  upholding  their  novelties  by  an  ostentatious  display  of 
argument,  by  an  appeal  to  collateral  illustrations,  and  by  a  trium- 
phant reference  to  facts  of  a  more  or  less  apposite  character;  the  whole 
seasoned  with  a  confident  and  uncompromising  assertion  of  the  legiti- 
macy of  their  deductions,  and  with  a  decided,  sometimes  contemptuous 
condemnation  of  the  views  entertained  on  the  same  subjects  by  all 
preceding  or  contemporary  writers.  As  might  be  foreseen,  such 
attempts  at  innovation,  the  detailed  enumeration  of  which  would  form 
an  amusing  chapter  in  the  history  of  our  profession,  have  so  far,  with 
occasional  exceptions,  failed  to  produce  the  effects  intended,  and  to 
command  general  and  continuous  attention. 
14 
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Novel  explanations  of  kuown  phenomena  are  offered  ;  analogies 
or  differences  heretofore  unthought  of,  are  pointed  out  and  insisted 
upon  ;  effects  are  ascribed  to  causes,  which  before  were  unsuspected 
of  producing  them  ;  while,  ou  the  other  hand,  the  agency  of  morbid 
influences,  universally  regarded  as  occasioning  certain  phenomena, 
is  denied  ;  remedies  are  asserted  to  possess  powers  very  different  from 
those  usually  attributed  to  them  ;  superiority  of  success  is  claimed  for 
modes  of  treatment  which  experienced  practitioners  have  been  taught 
to  view  with  suspicion  ;  but  all  in  vain.  The  reader,  if  not  a  novice 
in  medical  literature,  and  a  tyro  in  professional  knowledge,  is  not 
slow  to  discover  the  small  degree  of  reliance  which  can  be  placed  on 
such  attempts  at  innovation  ;  and  finds  that  the  theories  or  hypotheses 
so  pompously  and  confidently  set  forth,  so  far  from  being  satisfactory, 
and  likely  to  answer  the  purpose  of  their  authors,  are  generally  of  a 
loose,  crude,  and  unphilosophical  character  ;  in  many  cases  evidently 
the  offspring  of  men  who  are  young  in  years  and  young  in  experience, 
who  are  richer  in  self-esteem  and  assurance  than  discretion  and  learn- 
ing ;  of  men  whose  minds  are  immature,  untrained,  and  ill  stored. 
He  finds  that  they  are  founded  on  hastily-collected  and  ill-digested 
observations,  cemented  together  by  illogical  and  overstrained  reason- 
ings, aud  though  fit,  perhaps,  for  the  edification  of  young  beginners, 
are  unworthy  of  serious  consideration  on  the  part  of  men  of  mature 
age,  and  sound  and  extensive  acquirements. 

Not  unfrequently,  the  well-informed  reader  recoguizes  in  the  pro- 
posed novelty  some  old  acquaintance,  which — after  having  enjoyed,  at 
some  bygone  time,  an  ephemeral  reputation,  had  disappeared  under 
the  lash  of  the  reviewer,  or  sunk  into  oblivion  from  an  innate  want  of 
vital  force, — is  now  once  more  brought  forth,  in  a  more  or  less  modi- 
fied garb,  to  glitter  for  a  short  moment  in  the  eyes  of  the  unskilled, 
and,  of  course,  soon  to  meet  a  fate  similar  to  that  it  had  already 
encountered.  Even  when  lie  finds,  in  such  lucubrations,  something 
calculated  to  amuse  or  interest,  or  sometimes,  perchance,  to  seduce 
him  momentarily  from  the  more  rational  opinions  he  had  before  enter- 
tained, he  in  a  brief  while  becomes  sensible  of  his  error,  and  reverts 
to  his  former  faith.  If  he  does  not  forget  what  he  has  just  read,  he 
at  least  views  it  in  the  same  light  as  other  vagaries,  of  which  the 
annals  of  medicine,  both  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
furnish  many  a  curious  example.  With  such  facts  before  him,  he 
cannot  be  regarded  a,s  over  fastidious  if  he  unite  in  sentiment  with 
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those  who  maintain  that  the  stuff  of  which  medical  reformers  and 
leaders  in  scientific  advancement  are  made  is  a  rare  product;  that  in 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  here,  perhaps,  more  than  elsewhere,  readi- 
ness and  smartness  have  but  too  often  been  mistaken  for  strong- 
power  of  thought,  and  superficial  information  has  taken  the  place  of 
sound  and  accurate  learning;  that  in  a  field  where  men  of  well-dis- 
ciplined and  well-stored  minds,  and  rich  in  accurate  observation — men 
who  have  within  their  reach  the  means  of  testing  the  statements  of 
other  investigators,  whose  standing  is  equal  to  their  own — men  who 
live,  as  it  were,  in  an  atmosphere  of  science,  have  failed;  it  is  scarcely 
to  be  expected  that  individuals  of  ordinary  capacity,  with  little  expe- 
rience, and  as  little  reading,  who  are  unused  to  accurate  processes  of 
scientific  investigation  and  close  induction,  and  who  possibly  move 
within  localities  where  opportunities  for  prosecuting  the  requisite  re- 
searches on  a  sufficiently  enlarged  scale  are,  in  a  great  measure, 
wanting,  will  reap  laurels,  and  assume  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
ranks  of  medical  reformers,  or  add  greatly  to  the  stock  of  useful 
knowledge. 

The  cause  of  these  successive  and  repeated  efforts  at  revolutionizing 
the  science  in  some  or  all  of  its  parts,  of  this  reluctance  to  pursue 
the  common  track,  and  of  this  disposition  to  discard  opinions  long 
entertained,  and  to  substitute  others  of  a  contrary  character,  need 
not  be  made  here  the  subject  of  detailed  examination.  That  in  some 
cases  the  result  is  due  solely,  or  in  a  great  measure,  to  a  craving  after 
notoriety — to  the  ambitious  desire  to  be  pointed  out  by  medical  or 
rather  by  unprofessional  men,  as  authors  of  brilliant  discoveries,  and 
as  gifted  agents  of  scientific  and  practical  improvements  ;  in  other 
words,  tiidt  the  guiding  impulse  is  more  frequently  the  desire  for  per- 
sonal advancement  and  pecuniary  gain,  than  a  due  regard  for  the 
interest  of  science,  we  have  every  reason  to  conclude.  Equally  true 
is  it,  that  we  may  sometimes  trace  this  result  to  the  mere  desire  of 
gratifying  the  innocent  and  harmless  vanity  to  which  some  individuals, 
especially  young  medical  men,  fresh  from  the  schools,  are  keenly  alive, 
that  of  seeing  their  names  in  print  ;  more  particularly  if  they  can  so 
appear  in  connection  with  something  really  or  seemingly  new,  and 
calculated  to  attract  attention.  These  lucubrations,  though  of  no 
earthly  value  to  any  one  in  a  scientific  or  other  point  of  view,  are  to 
their  promulgators  objects  of  vast  importance ;  and  hence  the  desire 
to  see  them  spread  out  in  the  pages  of  a  medical  journal,  side  by  side 
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with  the  contributions  of  older  and  better  known  physicians.  We 
may  also  suppose  that,  in  some  instances,  it  is  the  offspring  of  the 
foible  which  nature  has  infused  into  the  composition  of  some  happy 
individuals,  who  imagine  themselves  endowed  with  the  faculty  of 
unravelling  the  most  intricate  mysteries  of  the  science,  and  of  dis- 
covering truths  heretofore  concealed  from  the  notice  of  medical 
investigators  from  the  days  of  Hippocrates  to  the  present ;  and  who 
fancy  they  can  explain  all  professional  questions,  however  complex 
and  apparently  foreign  to  their  ordinary  pursuits  or  their  opportuni- 
ties of  inquiry,  in  a  more  lucid,  natural,  and  satisfactory  way  than 
any  of  their  predecessors  or  contemporaries. 

***** 

It  has  been  remarked  by  competent  judges,  that  the  first  thing  an 
individual  should  attend  to,  who  undertakes  to  write  on  professional 
topics,  especially  when  he  fancies  he  has  discovered  new  truths,  or 
devised  a  theory  respecting  the  reciprocal  relations  of  facts  already 
known,  which  is  more  acceptable  than  any  anteriorly  received,  is  to 
make  himself  familiar  with  all  that  has  been  written  on  the  subject. 
'  When  the  observer,'  says  Sprengle,  '  whatever  be  the  extent  of  his 
genius,  has,  nevertheless,  not  enough  of  erudition  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  observations  of  his  predecessors,  he  runs  the  risk  of  repeating 
what  has  already  been  said  a  hundred  times  before,  and  of  publishing 
it  as  his  own  discovery.    Hence,  the  advantages  of  true  erudition.'* 

Well  would  it  be  for  aspiring  reformers  and  discoverers,  abroad 
and  at  home,  were  they  to  take  heed  of  the  sage  advice  of  the  great 
historian  of  medicine.  By  enlarging  the  sphere  of  their  professional 
erudition  beyond  a  few  text  and  other  works  of  easy  access,  or  the 
numbers  of  some  periodical  journals,  they  would  possibly  be  deterred 
from  laying  before  the  medical  world  the  products  of  their  unimpor- 
tant cogitations  and  the  results  of  their  imperfect  observations,  seeing 
that  others,  differing  but  little  from  them,  had  been  presented— per- 
haps more  forcibly  and  clearly — before,  and  had  bi  en  long  refuted  or 
disproved,  or  passed  by  without  comment  or  sign  of  approbation; 
thus  saving  themselves  the  risk  of  disappointment,  perhaps  mortifica- 
tion, and  sparing  to  others  a  vast  amount  of  useless  reading. 
***** 

It  is  important  that  the  aspirant  to  medical  fame,  who  places  him- 
self before  the  public  in  the  capacity  of  auihor,  should  carefully  avoid 


*  Handbook  of  Pathology,  voL  i. 
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every  attempt,  or  semblance  of  an  attempt,  to  pass  off  as  his  own, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  what  in  reality  belongs  to  others.  In  other 
words,  too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  by  medical  writers  to  shield 
themselves  from  the  accusation  of  plagiarism  ;  whether  in  reference 
to  points  of  doctrine  or  to  facts,  or  whether  it  applies  to  the  language 
in  which  the  borrowed  materials  are  conveyed.  Many  a  reputation, 
otherwise  unassailable,  has  been  greatly  stained  by  a  single  act  of 
literary  pilfering.  Such  acts  are  of  course  dishonorable,  aud  should, 
like  every  other  illicit  appropriation,  be  shunned  by  all  men  endowed 
with  a  proper  share  of  moral  sense  ;  and  unhesitatingly  exposed  by 
every  medical  man,  who  is  alive  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  who  necessarily  feels  that  the  commission  of  such  acts 
must,  if  frequently  repeated,  and  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed,  cast  a 
shade  over  the  reputation  of  the  medical  literature  of  the  country, 
and  make  it  an  object  of  derision  with  European  writers.  Far  be  it 
from  us  to  affirm  that  such  irregularities  are  not  committed  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Were  this  the  proper  place,  many  and 
curious  cases  in  point  might  be  collected  from  the  productions  of  the 
English  and  French  medical  press.  But  on  these  we  need  not  dwell. 
It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  guard  our  own  reputation.  Depredations  of 
this  sort  in  Europe  can  prove  no  valid  excuse  for  their  commission  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Let  European  writers  steal  from  each  other, 
and  from  us,  if  they  think  fit.  The  theft  will  disgrace  the  culprit,  but 
in  no  way  reflect  injuriously  on  the  medical  literature  of  the  country 
at  large  ;  which  is  too  rich  in  original  works  of  merit  to  be  seriously 
affected  by  a  few  transgressions  of  this  sort.  But,  in  the  name  of  all 
that  is  manly  and  honorable,  let  us  not  lay  ourselves  open  to  such 
accusations.  We  may  doubtless  congratulate  ourselves  that  thus  far 
acts  of  decided  plagiarism  have  not  been  exceedingly  numerous  among 
us.  Yet,  while  doinjr  so,  it  cannot  be  concealed  that  several  have 
already  been  committed  ;  that  some  occasionally  come  to  light,  and 
that  a  few  of  those  detected  are  of  a  barefaced  and  even  monstrous 
character,  and  have  proceeded  from  quarters  where  they  might  have 
been  least  expected  to  originate.  Let  us  hope  that  such  transgres- 
sions will  not  be  repeated,  and  that,  if  repeated,  their  authors  will 
be  exposed  and  consigned  to  the  contempt  of  their  professional  breth- 
ren. Too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  such  proceed- 
ings; for  their  effect  on  the  reputation  of  our  infant  medical  literature 
must  necessarily  be  of  the  most  baneful  character.    If  the  physicians 
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of  this  country  frequently  steal  from  European  writers,  or  from  each 
other,  all  confidence  in  their  integrity  will  be  lost.  He  who  can 
attempt  to  deceive  in  respect  to  his  claims  to  authorship  ;  he  who 
can  stoop  to  the  disgraceful  act  of  purloining  the  thoughts  of  his 
brethren;  he  who  reproduces  them  in  the  same  way  and  in  the 
same  words  as  the  rightful  owner,  without  acknowledgment,  exposes 
himself  to  the  danger  of  being  suspected  of  dishonest  dealings  in  all 
his  subsequent  literary  labors  ;  while  his  misdemeanors  cast  a  stigma 
on  the  professional  body  to  which  he  belongs,  reflect  injuriously  on 
the  scanty  literature  of  the  land,  and  may  cause  the  productions  of 
other  and  more  honest  writers  to  be  received  with  caution,  or  to  be  over- 
looked entirely,  lest  they  also  may  be  a  transcript  of  works  already 
known. 


MEDICAL  REFORM. 

{From  the  Memphis  Med.  Rec.) 
In  the  large  number  of  journals  which  come  to  us  from  those  who 
claim  not  to  belong  to  the  regular  profession,  we  find  much  of  the  bur- 
den of  editorial  remark  to  be  upon  the  subject  of  medical  reform. 
What  does  it  mean  ? — With  the  Hydropathist,  it  appears  to  be  an 
abandonment  of  all  remedies  for  disease  except  a  single  one — water. 
With  the  Homoeopathist,  it  is  a  multiplication  of  remedies  from  all 
sources,  from  the  most  inert  to  the  most  active  and  poisonous,  but  in 
such  infinitesimal  quantities  as  will  make  a  single  grain,  even  of  calx 
or  charcoal,  last  the  world  for  ages.  With  the  Chronothermalist,  it  is 
a  restriction  of  remedies  to  a  single  class — -antiperiodics.  With  the 
Botanies,  it  is  the  exclusive  use  of  remedies  derived  from  the  vegeta- 
ble kingdom.  With  the  Eclectics,  it  is  the  choice  of  such  remedies 
as  can  do  no  harm,  including,  by  some  strange  inconsistency,  many 
powerfully  poisonous  proximate  principles.  And  so  of  numerous  sys- 
tems, embracing  an  endless  number  and  variety  of  nostrum  venders, 
all  having  their  periodical  and  advertising  mediums  to  advocate  their 
peculiar  views.  Reform,  in  each  one  of  these  systems,  is  the  adoption 
of  its  own  peculiar  plau,  and  in  no  one  respect  do  they  agree  with  one 
another,  except  in  the  condemnation  of  certain  remedies  which  have 
been  in  use  from  time  immemorial,  and  which  have  secured  the  appro- 
bation of  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  the  intelligent  men,  who  have 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  healing  art. 

Now,  we  are  reformers  too,  and  would  like  to  act  in  concert  with 
reformers  in  all  our  editorial  and  professional  labors.    To  enable  us  to 
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do  so,  it  is  necessary  to  come  to  some  understanding  as  to  the  proper 
signification  of  the  term,  in  this  connection.  We  cannot  agree  that 
it  shall  mean  the  abandonment  of  old  and  well-tried  remedies,  whose 
medicinal  powers  and  qualities  are  well  ascertained,  and  a  proper  use 
of  which  has  been  approved  for  ages.  This  would  be  to  attempt  the 
destruction  of  an  old  system,  with  a  view  to  build  up  a  new  one  in  its 
place.  We  would  just  as  soon  attempt  to  reform  the  religious  world 
by  advocating  the  disuse  of  the  Bible  ;  or  the  literary  and  political 
world  by  the  proscription  of  education.  Nor  can  we  believe  that  re- 
form should  imply  a  restriction  to  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  nature  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  others  ;  and  the  adoption  of  an  assumption,  scarcely 
less  than  impious,  that  God  has  created  vegetable  remedies  to  cure, 
and  mineral  substances  to  kill  mankind.  It  would  appear  to  be  equal- 
ly absurd  to  conclude,  that  because  water  is  among  the  most  valuable 
of  our  remedies  for  disease,  we  must  reform  our  practice  by  discard- 
ing every  other.  Medical  reform  certainly  does  not  consist  in  such  ab- 
surdities and  stultifications  as  these— in  fostering  such  prejudices 
against  well-established  remedies  as  will  forbid  all  investigation  of 
their  merits;  and  in  the  encouragement  of  such  therapeutical  views 
as  are  contradicted  by  all  scientific  observation  and  experience.  We 
cannot  give  in  our  adhesion  to  any  such  restrictive  and  illiberal  no- 
tions of  reform. 

We  are  the  advocates  of  reform  in  medicine,  upon  precisely  the 
same  principles  which  govern  us  in  the  reform  of  every  other  branch  of 
learning,  science  and  art — principles  of  reform  which  are  progressive, 
improving,  and  capable  of  the  most  liberal  expansion.  Avoiding  all 
exclusive  systems,  and  all  narrow  restrictions,  we  would  advocate  a 
kind  of  reform  in  medicine,  which,  retaining  all  that  is  true  and  saluta- 
ry, as  already  determined  by  the  experience  and  observations  of  gen- 
erations of  capable  men,  would  add  truth  to  truth,  and  discovery  to 
discovery  ;  which  would  scrutinize  facts  aud  principles,  and  bring- 
them  down  to  the  severest  tests  of  an  inductive  philosophy,  aiming  all 
the  while  to  the  expansion  of  knowledge,  as  well  as  to  the  perfection 
of  a  great  science.  We  are  constantly  told,  as  a  disparagement  to 
our  profession,  that  medicine  is  not  an  exact  science,  and  that  it  com- 
pares unfavorably  with  others  in  this  respect.  True,  it  is  not  an  ex- 
act science,  and  no  intelligent  reformer  would  attempt  to  make  it  so. 
The  principles  upou  which  it  is  founded  are  perfect  and  exact,  no 
doubt,  as  are  all  the  works  of  Creative  Power,  but  they  differ  from 
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those  of  the  truly  exact  sciences,  in  being  of  more  varied  and  difficult 
application  ;  but  this  application  of  fixed  principles  to  varying  circum- 
stances and  conditions  is  capable  of  improvement  from  day  to  day,  and 
it  is  this  improvement  which  constitutes  a  liberal  and  progressive  re- 
form. In  the  very  nature  of  this  case,  this  application  of  the  princi- 
ples of  medical  science  can  never  become  exact,  as  are  those,  for  exam- 
ple, of  chemical  science,  and,  therefore,  this  progression  will  go  on  for- 
ever. Those  who  could  make  medicine  an  exact  science,  adopt  a  very 
simple  method  of  doing  it.  They  assume  that  certain  remedies  are 
antidotes  to  certain  diseases,  and  a  uniform  rule  is  adopted  to  govern 
their  use.  If  a  man  has  fever,  he  takes  one  remedy  ;  if  he  has  rheu- 
matism, he  takes  another  ;  a  third  is  relied  upon  to  cure  epilepsy,  and 
so  on.  This  is  exact  enough,  in  all  conscience  ;  bat  it  is  the  exact- 
ness of  ignorance  and  charlatanism  ;  it  is  reformed  medicine,  which 
may  be  practised  by  one  person  as  well  as  another  ;  and  supersedes  the 
necessity  of  any  special  qualification  of  physicians  for  the  practice  of 
their  profession.  It  is  a  strange  delusion  which  leads  to  such  results. 
It  is  of  necessity  that  medicine  is  and  ever  will  be  an  inexact  science, 
and  it  is  this  feature  in  it  which  places  the  practice  of  medicine,  as  an 
art,  in  advance  of  all  others.  It  is  of  a  highly  intellectual  character, 
and  great  learning  and  judgment  are  required  in  comprehending  and 
applying  its  known  principles  and  truths.  Nothing  is  easier  than  to 
decry  and  denounce  the  use  of  remedies,  and  plans  of  practice,  which 
we  can  neither  understand  nor  apply  successfully  and  without  injury 
to  the  patient  ;  but  it  is  a  work  of  extreme  difficulty  to  understand 
and  appreciate  the  discoveries  and  experience  of  all  past  time,  and  to 
preserve,  in  their  integrity,  all  the  good  things  that  have  been  hand- 
ed down  to  us  by  our  distinguished  leaders  and  predecessors  ;  while 
.we  are  at  the  same  time  pressing  forward  in  our  career  of  liberal  and 
expansive  improvements  and  reforms,  for  the  benefit  of  the  present  and 
of  coming  generations.  Our  system  of  reform  would  not  have  for  its 
object  the  vandal  practice  of  subversion  and  destruction,  but  rather 
the  more  modern  and  rational  custom  of  improving  and  perfecting,  as 
applicable  to  the  highest  and  noblest  of  all  the  sciences. 

MEDICAL  FEES. 

The  X.  Y.  County  Medical  Society  has  held  several  meetings  on  the 
subject  of  a  fee-bill,  similar  to  that  which  the  Academy  of  Medicine 
had  sense  enough  to  reject  by  indefinite  postponement. 
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MEDICAL  SERVICES  APPRECIATED. 

[We  find  the  following  article  in  the  Albany  Evening 
Journal,  and  knowing  the  parties,  whose  names  are  modestly- 
withheld,  we  insert  it  as  a  green  oasis  in  the  desert  of  popular 
ingratitude;  which  is  more  precious — because  of  its  rarity.] 

A  Valuable  Present. — We  were  yesterday  shown  a  splendid 
chronometer  gold  watch,  presented  to  one  of  the  many  excellent 
physicians  of  our  city,  accompanying  which  was  a  letter,  we  copy 
below.  It  was  shown  us  without  any  view  of  making  a  newspaper 
item,  or  parade  of  the  matter,  but  it  is  one  of  those  pleasant  incidents 
which  we  love  to  chronicle,  and  we  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  allude 
to  the  subject,  and  publish  the  letter.  The  donor  some  years  ago 
was  a  resident,  with  his  family,  of  this  city.  Misfortune  visited  him 
and  he  became  poor.  Among  the  friends  who  did  not  forsake  him, 
was  his  physician.  He  swung  out  anew  into  the  world,  went  south, 
was  prosperous,  and  returned  to  this  state  a  wealthy  man,  beyond 
even  his  hopes.  As  his  good  physician  did  not  forget  him  in  his 
adversity,  he  remembered  his  physician  in  his  prosperity.  He  paid 
his  bill  with  interest,  and  then  sent  him  the  beautiful  and  costly 
watch  alluded  to.  We  do  not  give  the  names  of  the  parties,  because 
neither  of  them  desire  notoriety,  and  because  it  is  on  our  own  motion, 
and  not  theirs,  that  the  subject  is  thus  publicly  alluded  to. 

Albany,  March  15,  1854. 
Dear  Sir — Permit  me  to  recur,  with  grateful  pleasure,  to  the 
recollections  of  your  kind,  sympathizing  and  disinterested  friendship, 
to  your  gentlemanly  and  considerate  attention  to  me  and  mine  in 
days  past. 

Whether  in  the  dark  and  bitter  hours  of  adversity,  when  friends 
distrusted  and  deserted  me,  when  sympathy  was  itself  a  boon,  and 
selfishness  could  have  had  no  motives  for  kindness;  or  in  the  full  glow 
of  success  and  prosperity,  I  chauced  to  meet  you — your  appearance 
was  always  the  same,  as  though  the  external  condition  was  scarcely 
brought  into  the  account  in  your  estimate  of  character. 

When  disease  invaded  our  home,  when  sickness  wasted  our  frames, 
and  death  desolated  our  hearth,  you  were  present,  not  only  with 
prompt  and  skillful  professional  fidelity  and  aid,  but  with  a  feeling  heart 
and  cheering  voice,  to  sooth  and  assuage  our  sufferings;  neither  did  you 
relax  your  efforts,  when  all  hope  of  professional  remuneration  appear- 
ed remote  and  contingent.    Again  and  again,  under  all  these  circum- 
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stances,  have  we  had  to  acknowledge  the  gentleness  of  your  heart, 
and  long  may  it  beat,  and  beat  only  with  pulsations  of  well-earned 
happiness. 

Allow  me,  my  dear  sir,  as  an  appropriate,  though  small  token  of 
my  esteem  for  you,  as  a  physician  and  a  gentleman,  to  solicit  your 
acceptance  of  the  watch  which  accompanies  this  note.  The  gift 
appears  to  me  peculiarly  befitting,  for,  like  your  own  character,  it  is 
represented  to  be  a  chronometer,  of  a  kind  and  quality  as  near  per- 
fection as  any  that  has  passed  from  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer. 

While  you  use  it,  at  the  bedside  of  sickness  and  suffering,  or  to 
regulate  the  distribution  of  your  hours  of  valuable  time,  may  it  remind 
you  of  the  warm  friends  you  have  so  deservedly  acquired  in  the 
family  of  Your  obliged  and  grateful  servant. 


' '  Homoeopathic  Provings !" 

"  There  is  not  in  nature  a  more  imitative  animal  than  a  Dhncb  !" 

Goldsmith. 

"The  London  Homoeopathic  Proving  Society"  must  needs  be  imi- 
tated by  certain  dunces  of  the  tribe  in  Philadelphia.  To  the  latter 
we  commend  the  following  "provings,"  quoted  by  Professor  Dunglison 
from  a  volume  by  the  Hahnemann  Publishing  Society  of  London,  as 
the  discoveries  recently  made,  viz  : 

"The  presence  of  a  'delusion  that  thieves  are  in  the  house,'  is  a 
symptom  of  arsenic;  a  '  delusion,  that  men  are  swine,'  a  symptom  of 
henbane;  an  '  imaginary  vision  of  cats,'  an  effect  of  cethusa;  an  '  im- 
aginary vision  of  rabbits,'  an  effect  of  stramonium;  'pretending  to 
crack  nuts,'  a  symptom  of  henbane;  '  pretending  to  count  money,'  a 
symptom  of  belladonna;  '  pretending  to  drive  away  peacocks,'  a  symp- 
tom of  hyoscyamus;  '  eat  his  shoes,'  an  effect  of  veratrum;  '  tries  to 
climb  up  the  stove,'  an  effect  of  henbane;  '  dancing  in  the  churchyard,' 
a  symptom  of  stramonium;  and  an  '  inclination  to  full  people's  noses,' 
a  symptom  produced  by  mercury!"* 

"Our  friend  Professor  C.  must  have  been  taking  mercury  last  May,  when  he 
pulled  Dr.  G's  nose,  on  Blackwell's  Island.    The  mystery  is  solved  ! 
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(Editor's  Sable. 

TO  OUR  PATRONS. 

JSQT"  The  terms  on  which  alone  this  Journal  can  be  furnished  to 
annual  subscribers  continue  to  be  the  payment  of  two  dollars,  invari- 
ably in  advance,  the  bills  for  which  will  now  be  sent  to  all  who  do  not 
remit  by  mail  or  otherwise.  Distant  subscribers  will  oblige  by  sending 
the  amount  through  the  mail,  which  will  be  at  our  risk. 

City  Subscribers  will  be  regularly  served  through  the  Post  Office, 
with  the  postage  prepaid. 

Distant  subscribers  may  rely  on  their  papers  being  regularly  mailed ; 
the  postage,  if  prepaid  quarterly,  cannot  exceed  6  cents  per  annum,  if 
within  500  miles,  or  12  cents  to  any  distance. 

J8@-  New  Subscribers  may  receive  the  12  numbers  for  1852,  being 
the  fourth  volume,  by  remitting  three  dollars,  which  will  pay  till 
January,  1855. 

Back  numbers,  or  back  volumes,  may  still  be  had,  by  applying  to 
the  Editor,  while  any  remain,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  volume. 

J^g"*  A  few  more  Advertisements  are  admissible  on  the  usual 
terms. 

All  Communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  852 
Broadway. 


PASSAGE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  LAW. 

Our  readers  have  been  apprized  of  the  Bill  before  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  promotion  of  Medical  Science  by 
legalizing  the  study  of  Anatomy,  dissection  having  heretofore  been 
contraband  in  this  state,  the  exhumation  of  a  dead  body  for  the  pur- 
pose being  made  a  felony.  After  repeated  attempts  to  obtain  a  law 
providing  for  the  supply  of  subjects  for  dissection  under  suitable  re- 
strictions, such  as  exists  in  other  civilized  states  and  countries,  the 
profession  have  at  length  succeeded,  and  a  Bill  every  way  unexcep- 
tionable hai  passed  both  Houses,  and  by  the  sauction  of  the  Governor 
has  become  the  law  of  the  state. 

The  objections  we  have  urged  to  the  several  odious  provisions  in 
the  Bill  as  originally  reported,  were  removed  by  new  modelling  it, 
and  amending  it  in  conformity  with  the  suggestions  heretofore  alluded 
to;  arid  we  are  assured  from  Albany  that,  but  for  these  alterations, 
the  Bill  would  have  met  a  signal  defeat  in  the  Assembly.    The  success 
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of  the  law  at  this  session  is,  therefore,  due  to  that  portion  of  the  Med- 
ical and  secular  press  which  united  in  urging  amendments,  which 
removed  the  offensive  features  of  the  Bill,  as  it  first  passed  the  Senate. 
No  valid  objection  can  now  be  urged  from  any  quarter. 

This  new  law  will  remove  the  only  obstacles  heretofore  so  grievously 
complained  of,  to  the  study  of  practical  Anatomy,  and  to  the  success 
of  Medical  education  generally  in  this  state,  but  especially  in  this 
city.  The  absence  of  such  a  law  has  been  urged  as  the  only  reason 
why  students  of  Medicine  do  not  flock  to  the  Medical  schools  of  this 
city,  as  they  do  to  Philadelphia  and  some  other  cities.  In  another 
year,  it  will  be  discovered  that  there  are  some  other  reasons  for  our 
comparative  inferiority,  and  that  our  schools  must  present  greater 
attractions  to  students  from  abroad;  for  something  else  is  necessary 
in  the  colleges  to  make  them  draw,  besides  the  promise  of  an  "abun- 
dant and  cheap  supply  of  anatomical  material." 

Whether  we  in  New  York  shall  ever  rival  Philadelphia,  and  excel 
her,  as  we  ought  to  do,  in  view  of  the  resources  of  our  greater  city, 
will  depend  upon  the  learning,  ability,  enterprise,  liberality,  and  har- 
monious co-operation  of  the  Professors  in  our  medical  schools.  The 
day  is  past  when  inferiority  or  even  mediocrity  will  any  longer  be  tol- 
erated among  the  teachers  in  any  medical  college.  Neitl»er  age  to 
superannuation, — nor  marital  wealth  sufficient  to  hold  a  mortgage  on 
the  College  building, — nor  the  claims  of  nepotism  or  hereditary  suc- 
cession, will  any  longer  be  regarded  as  implying  fitness  for  the  office 
of  a  medical  teacher;  or  compensating  in  such,  for  the  absence  of 
merit;  much  less  in  the  presence  of  professional  deficiency  and  moral 
demerit.  Whether  the  present  generation  will  ever  witness  in  the 
New  York  schools  the  radical  revolution  demanded  by  the  times  may 
well  be  doubted.  Till  then  we  opine  that  our  comparative  inferiority 
with  Philadelphia,  &c,  will  have  to  be  endured.  The  colleges  will 
by  and  by  learn,  that  calling  professors  from  abroad,  to  the  neglect 
of  better  men  at  home,  will  never  cure  it. 


BUFFALO  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 

The  junior  editor  is  handled  without  gloves  by  the  Peninsular  Jour, 
nal  of  Michigan,  and  for  his  own  sake,  we  could  hope  that  he  may 
profit  by  the  lesson  which  is  well  meant  and  as  well  merited.  He 
should  at  least  learn  better  manners. 
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[We  give  below  the  Statistics  of  the  Medical  Colleges  of  the 
country,  so  far  as  they  have  been  ascertained.  The  rest  will 
be  inserted  when  they  reach  us.  Should  any  error  be  discov- 
ered, we  shall  be  happy  to  correct  it.] 

Students  and  Graduates  for  1853-4. 

Students.  Graduates. 


Jefterson  Medical  College, 

Philadelphia, 

627 

270 

University  of  Pennsylvania, 

do 

510 

!7  I 

University  of  Louisville,  Ky., 

Louisville, 

28T 

82 

Nashville  Medical  College, 

Nashville,  Ten. 
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71 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 

New  York, 

250 

44 

University  School, 

do. 

112 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College, 

Philadelphia, 

115 

39 

Medical  College  of  Georgia, 

Augusta, 

154 

46 

University  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 

140 

31 

Cleveland  Medical  College, 

Ohio, 

150 

61 

University  of  Maryland, 

Baltimore, 

no 

50 

New  York  Medical  College, 

New  York, 

90 

24 

Ohio  Medical  College, 

Cincinnati, 

91 

24 

Starling  Medical  College, 

Columbus, 

95 

25 

Cincinnati  Medical  College, 

Ohio, 

50 

12 

Miami  Medical  College, 

Cincinnati, 

49 

17 

University  of  Missouri, 

St.  Louis, 

113 

35 

University  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 

40 

24 

Savannah  Medical  College, 

Georgia, 

36 

6 

Harvard  Medical  College, 

Boston, 

90 

26 

Iowa  University, 

Keokuk, 

13 

Rush  Medical  College, 

Chicago,  111. 

39 

Memphis  Medical  College, 

Tenn. 

16 

Medical  College,  of  S.  C, 

Charleston, 

234 

78 

Kentucky  Medical  College, 

Louisville, 

101 

29 

Yale  Medical  College, 

New  Haven,  Ct 

10 

*  The  number  of  the  Class  at  the  N.  Y.  University  School  is  unmentionable, 
no  catalogue  being  ever  published.  The  matriculation  book  is  invisible,  as  is 
the  "star  chamber,"  in  which  the  secret  examinations  are  conducted.  By 
ad  eundem  degrees,  and  other  hocus  pocus,  they  graduate  more  than  the  num- 
ber of  their  reputed  class. 
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Ntvi  publications. 

A  Treatise  on  Acute  and  Chronic  Diseases  of  the  Neck  of  the  Uterus, 
illustrated  with  numerous  plates,  colored  and  plain.  By  Charles  D.  Meigs, 
M.  D.,  &c.    Philadelphia,  Blancbard  &  Lea,  1854. 

The  highly  interesting  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  on  this  important  subject,  after  being  embodied  in  the  late  volume 
of  the  Transactions,  is  here  reproduced  in  a  separate  volume.  No  man  in  our 
country  is  better  qualified  than  is  the  author  of  this  book,  by  learning,  experi- 
ence, and  enthusiastic  devotion  to  the  Obstetric  art,  to  enlighten  and  instruct 
the  junior  members  of  the  profession  upon  any  topic  connected  with  the  depart- 
ment, of  which  he  has  become  so  distinguished  a  teacher.  We  regard  the  pub- 
lication as  timely,  and  immeasurably  superior  in  all  respects  to  either  of  the 
foreign  works  on  the  subject,  a  concession  which  our  transatlantic  brethren  and 
their  devotees  may  be  slow  to  make  towards  any  American  writer.  We  be- 
speak for  the  work  a  wide  circulation,  in  view  of  its  practical  value.  The 
typography,  engravings,  and  coloring  are  creditable  to  the  publishers. 

HoMffiOPATHY  fairly  Represented,  being  a  reply  to  Professor  Simpson's 
Homoeopathy  Misrepresented,  by  W.  Henderson,  M.  D.,  &c.  Philadelphia, 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1854. 

"  The  bane  and  antidote  are  both  before  us,"  by  the  liberality  of  the  Ameri- 
can publishers,  and  we  only  wish  that  this  book  of  Dr.  Henderson  could  find 
readers,  as  well  as  purchasers,  among  sensible  people;  for  the  lame  and  impo- 
tent defence  here  made,  against  the  withering  analysis  of  this  German  mysti- 
cism, its  author  teachings  and  disciples,  would  suffice  to  satisfy  such  readers 
that  the  Homoeopathic  heresy  is  incapable  ot  vindication,  even  by  the  mightiest 
of  the  tribe.  We  confess  to  being  mortified  and  disappointed  to  find  that  the 
Ajax  of  the  Globulist  hosts  should  send  forth  a  reply,  to  which  Professor  Simp- 
son can  never  condescend  a  Rejoinder.  But  possibly  this  was  his  design, 
another  "  trick  of  the  trade."    Vive  bagatelle. 

Elements  of  Human  Anatomy,  general,  descriptive,  and  practical,  by  T.  G. 
Richardson,  M.  D.,  &c,  of  the  University  at  Louisville.  Ky.  Philadelphia. 
Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.,  1854. 

Another  new  work  on  Anatomy  was  scarcely  to  be  expected,  and  yet  the  de- 
mand for  all  that  have  yet  appeared  has  justified  the  publishers  of  this  volume 
to  add  another  to  the  list.  We  welcome  it  as  coming  from  the  great  West,  and 
from  a  school  which  has  already  done  much  for  our  medical  literature,  especially 
as  the  book  has  merits  in  the  way  of  condensation,  and  in  the  simplification  of 
our  cumbrous  nomenclature,  which  students  will  know  how  to  prize.  The 
author  proves  himself  skilled  in  this  his  chosen  department,  and  has  fully  posted 
himself  up  in  the  science.  We  wish  him  the  success  he  merits,  and  cordially 
commend  this  his  maiden  production,  which  certainly  does  him  credit. 

An  attempt  to  show  that  Light,  Heat,  Electricity,  and  Magnetism  abe 
effects  of  the  Law  of  Gravitation.  By  W.  Clay  Wallace,  M.  D.  New 
York,  D.  Fanshaw  &  Co.,  1854. 

In  a  brief  pamphlet  of  15  pages,  Dr.  W.  C.  Wallace,  of  thia  city,  has  sent  forth 
thia  "attempt"  to  revolutionize  the  prevalent  philosophy,  and  overturn  the 
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theories  of  the  schools,  by  a  new  and  original  idea,  which  he  appears  to  regard 
as  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  the  investigation  of  scientific  men,  who  are 
interesting  themselves  in  the  department  of  Physicks.  We  confess  ourselves 
startled  at  the  title  of  the  pamphlet,  although  expressed  with  the  modesty  char- 
acteristic of  the  author,  and  yet  we  shrink  from  controverting  his  new  positions, 
until  we  can  find  more  leisure  to  scrutinize  them,  and  to  weigh  the  illustrations 
he  urges  in  their  favor.  But  knowing  the  author,  we  can  assure  our  readers 
that  he  never  speaks  except  he  has  something  to  say,  and  whatever  he  says  on 
any  subject  is  well  worth  hearing,  whence  we  infer  that  this  pamphlet  deserves 
respectful  perusal  as  the  fruit  of  much  thought,  by  one  who  never  thinks  by  t 
proxy.  Whether  his  theories  are  sound  we  are  not  prepared  to  decide,  but  we 
will  vouch  for  his  having  intellectual  acuteness  to  discover  truth,  and  inflexible 
honesty  to  pursue  it. 

Pictorial  Hand-Book  of  London.  Henry  G.  Bohn.  Bangs  &  Bro.,  Park  Row, 
New  York,  1854. 

We  recommend  this  work  to  our  readers,  as  comprising,  in  its  multitudinous 
contents,  the  fullest  account  we  have  anywhere  seen  of  the  Medical  institutions, 
Hospitals,  and  other  charities  of  London,  together  with  the  precise  details,  sta- 
tistics, &c.,  which  will  interest  medical  readers.  It  is  embellished  with  superior 
maps,  and  hundreds  of  engravings,  to  illustrate  the  text.  Such  books  should 
adorn  every  library,  as  they  are  invaluable  for  reference.  They  will  serve  to 
beguile  many  a  weary  hour,  and  may  compensate  in  some  measure  tor  the  pri- 
vation to  which  so  many  of  us  are  subjected,  by  inability  to  spare  either  the 
time  or  the  money  for  foreign  travel. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Inflammation  of  the  Uterus,  its  Cervix  and 
Appendages  ;  and  on  its  connection  with  uterine  disease.  By  James  Henry 
Bennet,  M.  D.  Fourth  American,  from  the  third  and  revised  London  edition. 
Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 

The  title  of  this  volume  indicates  the  extent  of  the  author's  researches  into 
the  variety  of  female  maladies,  primarily  or  secondarily  involving  the  uterine 
system.  His  large  experience  in  the  Parisian  hospitals,  where  he  spent  seven 
years,  and  his  large  opportunities  of  practice  in  London,  where  he  sustains  a 
brilliant  reputation,  entitle  his  opinions  to  great  confidence.  But  as  the  work 
is  well  known  in  our  country,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  this  edition  is  im- 
proved by  the  author's  latest  revision,  and  is  more  than  ever  worthy  of  being 
consulted  by  practitioners,  who  will  find  its  instructions  to  possess  great  prac- 
tical value. 

Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  Infaxcv  and  Childhood,  by  Charles  West,  M.  D. 
&c.  Second  American,  from  latest  revised  London  edition.  Philadelphia 
Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 

This  is  a  standard  work,  and  one  of  established  character,  on  a  practical  de- 
partment, in  relation  to  which  too  much  ignorance  prevails  among  teachers  as 
well  at  practitioners.  This  important  subject,  worthy  of  being  erected  into  a 
specialty,  and  demanding  a  full  course  of  lectures,  for  its  adequate  considera- 
tion, is  in  most  of  our  schools  a  mere  appendage  to  the  chair  of  Obstetrics,  and 
the  diseases  of  women.   Hence  it  13  too  often  despatched  in  a  few  hurried  lec- 
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turcs,  and  often  without  any  clinical  teaching.  The  author  of  this  volume  has 
obviously  a  just  appreciation  of  the  claims  which  this  department  has  upon 
students,  and  has  devoted  some  forty  full  lectures  to  as  many  special  topics,  to 
each  of  which  he  has  given  separate  and  detailed  consideration,  employing  the 
resources  of  an  enlightened  mind  to  which  extensive  experience  has  been  super- 
added. We  recommend  this  book  very  earnestly  to  junior  practitioners,  who 
often  leave  the  schools,  and  enter  into  practice  painfully  conscious  of  their  de- 
ficiencies in  the  precise  kind  of  knowledge  here  condensed  with  consummate 
skill,  and  by  a  truly  able  teacher.  To  reduce  the  appalling  extent  of  infantile 
mortality,  by  acquiring  thorough  knowledge  of  the  diseasis  and  treatment  of 
sick  children,  is  worthy  of  the  highest  efforts  of  the  mightiest  minds,  and  more- 
over success  in  this  department  is  the  surest  passport  to  both  fame  and  fortune- 


Communication©. 

Zanesvillb,  Not.  10th. 

D.  M.  Reese,  M.  D.,  LL.D. 
Dear  Sir: 

In  accordance  with  your  intimation  in  the  last  Gazette,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  discuss  the  subject  of  a  Female  Medical  Education  with  Sa- 
rah J.  Hale,  or  any  writer  of  her  respectability.  But  permit  me, 
dear  sir,  as  you  have  prefaced  her  letter  by  an  introductory,  in  the 
same  way  to  try  my  weapons  on  you,  before  joining  the  main  battle. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  you  have  been  biassed  a  little  by  the 
real  worth  of  your  female  correspondent  on  one  side,  and  the  real  de- 
merit of  those  male  scape-graces  whom  you  have  so  often  severely 
and  deservedly  castigated,  for  you  certainly  must  recollect  (I  do) 
that  in  much  less  time  than  half  a  century  ago,  the  hulk  of  obstetrical 
practice  has  been  transferred  from  the  female  to  our  own  sex.  The 
many  almost  insuperable  difficulties,  which  their  mere  sex  places  in 
the  way  of  the  very  great  majority  of  women  seeking  to  obtain  com- 
petent skill  in  obstetrics  and  female  diseases,  including  'necessarily  the 
whole  range  of  surgery,  medicine  and  the  collaterals  (of  which  none 
are  better  aware  than  intelligent  females  themselves,  who  have  not 
had  their  intellects  blinded  by  modern  reform  notions),  accounts  for 
this  transfer.  I  have  known  more  scandalous  vulgarity  spoken  and 
acted  by  the  grannies  than  ever  Prof.  Bedford  or  any  other  public 
medical  man  within  my  knowledge  has  been  charged  with.  Indeed, 
ladies  have  assured  me  that  they  prefer  the  attendance  of  gciMemen, 
partly  on  the  score  of  greater  delicacy.  The  occasional,  even  gross 
derelictions  of  a  few  members  of  the  profession,  are  a  good  argument 
for  ousting  them — but  could  not  be  justly  argued  agaiust  the  bulk  of 
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male  practitioners,  as  from  the  very  constitution  of  the  sexes  woman 
will  always  trust  in  man,  through  good  report  and  bad  report,  and 
every  right  feeling  man  will  deserve  that  trust  by  the  instinctive  kind- 
ness and  protective  deference  he  is  ever  ready  to  show  the  weaker  sex. 
I  cannot  view  the  female  physician  scheme  as  anything  but  a  plea  for 
granny -dom,  against  which  heaven  forfend.  Having  thus  prefaced,  I 
beg  the  favor  of  an  introduction  to 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Hai,e. 

Madam — 

Your  letter,  although  primarily  addressed  to  Dr.  Reese,  is  through 
him  (it  being  now  in  print)  addressed  to  the  whole  profession  of  which 
he  is  a  worthy  member,  and  as  he  has  already  given  his  views  in  his 
preface  to  your  letter,  permit  me  also  to  show  my  opinion.  We  truly 
need  the  help  of  woman  in  the  great  work  of  curing  the  sick  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  for  alas,  we  are  all  but  children;  when  sick  we  need 
her  tender  heart  and  soft  hand  to  smooth  the  pillow  of  anguish,  and 
give  comfort  in  the  hour  of  distress.  I  have  been  much  sick,  and 
during  the  nearly  quarter  of  a  century  I  have  engaged  in  medical 
practice  have  seen  much  sickness;  but  I  never  want  to  see  for  either 
sex  or  any  age,  and  particularly  for  myself,  any  other  nurses  than  wo- 
men. As  the  tendency  of  most  diseases  is  toward  recovery,  and  as 
(though  women  be  destined  in  sorrow  to  travail)  the  process  of  child- 
birth, though  painful,  is  a  perfectly  healthy  one,  and  therefore  in  all 
normal  cases  requires  no  interference  from  the  physician,  it  is  evident 
that  I  assign  to  woman  the  larger  and  more  important  portion  of  medi- 
cal practice.  But  I  would  not  like  to  see  her  tender  hand  armed 
with  the  amputating  saw  or  skull-perforating  obstetrical  scissors,  or 
with  the  caustic  for  dressing  sores  of  lues  in  either  sex;  neither  would 
you,  as  it  would  completely  unsex  her,  as  much  as  if  she  were  to  be 
a  dragoon  or  a  sailor  or  a.  coal-digger:  true,  women  have  and  can  do 
all  those  things — but  who  will  venture  to  say,  they  should  by  choice 
while  there  are  men 't 

In  the  division  of  the  branches  of  practice  (physick  and  nursing) 
rather  than  its  subjects,  male  or  female,  adults  or  children,  would  I 
seek  for  the  division  of  labor — for  the  amount  of  medical  knowledge 
that  would  safely  treat  a  woman,  or  still  more  a  delicate  babe  would 
surely  be  competent  to  grapple  with  anything  that  could  affect  the 
coarser  system  of  man.  If  I  am  sick  I  want  the  best  medical  skill  to 
attend  me,  and  the  idea  of  sex  would  very  little  trouble  me.  I  would 
If) 
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be  sure  to  want  the  services  of  the  female  physician  whose  skill  I  had 
seen  most  eminently  displayed  in  the  case  of  my  sick  wife  or  child, 
and  I  do  not  for  a  moment  dream  that  the  wife  would,  in  sickness, 
object  to  the  services  of  the  physician  that  cured  the  husband,  because 
he  is  a  man.    Indeed  this  constant  Bug-a-boo  of  sexuality  did  not 
spring  up  spontaneously  in  your  own  mind,  or  that  of  any  other  pure- 
minded  woman,  but  owes  its  origin  to  some  Pseudo-reformers  of  our 
own  sex,  who  have  endeavored  to  humbug  women,  by  flattery  and 
cajolery,  into  the  support  of  their  peculiar  isms;  true,  some  claiming 
to  be  members  of  the  regular  profession,  have  followed  in  their  foot- 
steps— but  alas!  such  is  the  disposition  of  man,  he  will  pursue  any 
path  where  money  or  notoriety  is  to  be  found,  and  find  a  reason  for  jus- 
tifying his  cause.    Indeed,  some  of  the  very  diseases  of  females  have 
characters  so  awful  or  loathsome,  and  require  remedies  so  terrible, 
that  I  should  blush  for  a  daughter  who  would  by  choice  ( necessity  has 
no  law)  desire  to  take  the  medical  charge  of  such,  or  be,  except  under 
the  stimulus  of  inexorable  necessity  and  high  humanity,  physically 
capable  of  doing  justice  to  such  cases.    Woman's  mental  capacity  is 
not  disputed — but  look  at  her  slender  bones,  her  tender  muscles,  when 
compared  with  those  of  our  sex,  and  you  will  see  sufficient  reason  to 
conclude  that  God  made  male-man  in  strength,  wisdom  and  beauty, 
but  female-man  his  counterpart,  as  the  bible  has  it  in  the  original,  in 
beauty,  wisdom,  "  and  strength."    I  would  then  confine  woman  strictly 
to  the  nursing  department  of  the  healiug  art,  and  I  would  have  a  com- 
petent male  physician  attend  every  serious  case  of  illness,  without 
regard  to  age  or  sex,  and  every  lying-in  room  without  exception,  to 
judge  how  far  that  branch  (nursing)  is  competent  to  accomplish  it& 
object.    You  ask,  why  not  qualify  women  thus  to  judge  1    I  answer 
this  cannot  be  done  without  giving  them  a  full  and  complete  knowledge 
of  every  branch  of  medicine  and  surgery,  for  between  safety  and  the 
most  imminent  danger  there  is  often  but  a  spider-line  distinction. 
But  could  it  be  done,  you  would  thereby  deprive  the  male  practition- 
er, on  whom  you  would  expect  to  call  in  cases  of  great  difficulty,  of 
every  opportunity  for  acquiring  the  practical  skill  that  alone  could 
make  his  services  valuable  in  a  case  of  emergency.    God  named  Eve 
Mother  of  the  living  Mother!  as  her  noblest  title — maternity  in  its 
highest  (not  merely  animal)  sense,  her  most  exalted  office.    From  the 
twentieth  to  the  thirtieth  year  woman  is,  perhaps,  most  fully  qualified 
to  perform  the  duties  of  that  great  trust ;  yet  that  period  would  gen- 
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erally  have  to  be  lost,  were  she  to  seek  a  full  medical  education,  to  no 
greater  purpose  than  to  enable  her  to  know  how  far  to  depend  upon 
mere  nursing  of  a  sick  member  of  her  own  family.  As  we  have  oftea 
seen  even  male  practitioners,  of  great  eminence,  feel  a  difficulty  of 
judging  and  treating  disease  in  their  own  family,  and  therefore  employ 
another  physician,  how  much  more  would  the  affectionate,  tender-heart- 
ed mother,  wife  or  sister  succumb  to  such  a  task?  so  that  is  out  of  the 
question.  Among  strangers  she  cannot  consistently  practise,  for  the 
cares  of  her  children  and  household  take  up  that  time  which  must  by 
the  practitioner  be  spent  in  general  and  medical  reading,  without 
which  the  physician  soon  would  find  himself  behind  the  times,  and  lose 
what,  with  so  much  pain  and  at  so  great  a  sacrifice,  was  acquired.  It 
yet  remains  to  be  stated  that  a  woman's  chance  for  marriage,  and  by 
consequence,  for  maternity,  as  well  as  for  the  position  of  usefulness  and 
happiness  which  God  through  nature  has  assigned  her,  would  be  great- 
ly lessened.  Most  men  would  look  upon  a  girl  of  30  as  an  old  maid, 
and  be  a  little  shy,  and  few  of  our  honest  mechanics  and  farmers,  who 
constitute  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  would  choose  a  wife  so 
much  more  learned  than  themselves  as  to  be  dubbed  M.  D.  But 
suppose  her  married — she  is  about  to  be  a  mother  herself,  or  has  a  dozen 
of  children,  with  measles,  hoopiug-cough,  etc.,  at  home,  besides  wash: 
ing,  baking,  cooking,  sewing,  ir  ending,  and  all  the  endless,  &c.  of.  a 
woman's  endless  work,  how  could  she  consistently,  or  at  all,  obey  the 
midnight  summons  of  some  of  her  neighbors,  living  five  miles  off,  on  a 
blustering,  stormy  night.  "  Hurrah,  Doctor  !  my  wife  is  sick,  get  yoor 
horse!  quick!  quick!"  Here,  then,  is  the  alternative — remain  single 
and  be  a  physician,  contrary  to  her  own  happiness  and  the  good  of 
society,  or  be  the  happy  mother  of  virtuous  and  well-educated  chil- 
dren, who  shall  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed — one  who  gives  to  eartfe 
men  and  women,  to  heaven  saints;  who  fills  her  destiny,  and  receive^ 
in  return  happiness  here  and  hereafter. 

So  much  for  the  female  practitioner  of  medicine.  Jfo-w  a  few 
words  for  the  female  medical  missionary. 

What?  Is  the  glorious  gospel  of  truth  to  be  propagated  by  gain- 
ing admission  to  houses  closed  to  the  Christian  teacher,  under  the 
false  pretence  of  a  physician's  visit  only?  And  suppose  your  female 
missionary  physician  sneaks  into  the  harem  of  the  Sultan  of  Timbuctoo, 
and  tells  his  favorite  odalisque — you  live  in  adultery !  no  man  can  have 
500  wives,  and  said  odalisque  act  upon  the  advice — what  would  be 
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the  likely  consequence  ?    The  conversion  of  the  sultau  and  his  sub- 
jects ?    No,  indeed  !— the  sack  and  deep  waters  or  the  bowstring  for 
the  poor  sultana — her  place  in  the  harem  for  the  missionary,  provided 
she  be  young  and  handsome,  otherwise  impalement,  the  cross  or  fag- 
got.   The  command  given  by  Christ,  and  acted  upon  by  the  apostles, 
to  preach,  i.  e.  proclaim  openly  the  gospel— without  false  pretences  or 
subterfuge;  if  received  in  a  city  or  house  to  stay  and  preach,  other- 
wise, if  rejected  or  persecuted,  to  flee  to  another.     Is  there  anything 
in  this  authorizing  you  to  creep  into  houses  on  false  pretences— -by  the 
by,  where  is  your  commission  for  female  missionaries  ?    Did  Christ 
ordain  female  apostles— were  any  of  the  seventy  disciples  females  ? 
Did  the  blessed  Virgin,  or  the  Magdalen,  or  Mary  and  Martha  pro- 
selyte the  unbelieving  Jews  or  heathens— or  did  Christ  even  hint  that 
they  ought  so  to  do?    I  think  not  !    Woman  may  promote  the  cause 
of  Christianity,  by  her  own  Christian  conversation  and  example,  or  as 
a  teacher  of  youth  generally  if  single,  or  her  own  children  if  married 
and  having  children,  and  so  may  help  and  cheer  on  the  missionary  on 
his  way,  and  greatly  advance  the  cause  of  Christianity.  In  the  whole 
ecclesiastical  polity  of  either  the  old  or  new  Testament,  women  are 
never  recognized  as  the  ordinary  stated  ministers  or  officers  of  the 
church— though  they  have  frequently  been  honored  with  the  extraor- 
dinary office  of  prophetesses,  authenticated  by  miracles — but  above 
all  woman  was  glorified  in  her  capacity  of  Mother — by  becoming 
the  sole  earthly  parent  of  the  Saviour,  and  deemed  worthy  of  the  sal- 
utation of  angels. 

Hoping  I  shall  not  call  down  on  me  the  Rev.  Antoinette  Brown, 
etc.,  etc.,  I  remain  with  high  respect,  yours, 

JOHN  G.  F.  HOLSTON,  M.  D.,  A.  M. 


Extract  from  Professor  Lunglison's  Valedictory  to  the  Class  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 

"  You  enter  upon  the  practical  exercise  of  your  avocation  iu  au  age 
characterized  by  the  energetic  efforts  of  observers,  everywhere,  to 
extend  its  limits.  At  no  period  of  history  has  the  medical  mind  been 
more  active  ;  and  never  has  it  been  more  prolific  in  useful  results. 

It  has  often  been  to  me  an  agreeable  and  encouraging  topic  to 
institute  a  comparison  between  the  present  and  the  past,  both  as 
regards  the  condition  of  the  profession,  and  of  medical  instruc- 
tion and  practice  ;   and  I  have,  on  no  occasion,  risen  from  the 
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contemplation  of  the  theme  with  any  of  those  feelings  of  gloom  in  re- 
gard to  its  onward  progress,  which  have  seemed,  from  time  to  time, 
to  possess  the  minds  of  some  of  my  more  desponding  brethren.  No 
one,  it  appears  to  me,  can  investigate  the  history  of  physic  and 
physicians  in  that  impartial  spirit  which  becomes  the  inquirer  after 
truth,  without  being  satisfied  that  the  science  is  eminently  progres- 
sive ;  and  that  the  average  qualifications  of  the  practitioners  of  the 
present  day  far  exceed  those  of  their  predecessors  of  even  recent 
periods.  It  may  be  safely  averred,  that  at  no  time  lias  there  been 
as  great  a  proportion  of  practitioners  who  have  had  the  benefit 
of  medical  education  in  the  schools.  The  numerous  medical  institu- 
tions in  this  wide-spread  country,  and  the  greater  readiness  of  inter- 
communication, have  enabled  almost  all  to  receive  instruction  from 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  responsible 
office  of  teachers.  Ignorance  now,  therefore,  admits  of  no  palliation; 
and  even  were  we  to  grant,  that  the  multiplication  of  medical  schools 
may  have  tended  to  lower  the  standard  of  qualifications,,  and  made  the 
attainment  of  the  summi  honores  more  easy,  it  must  have  equally 
tended  to  the  more  extensive  diffusion  of  medical  information. 

In  the  whole  bearing  of  the  medical  practitioner  of  the  day  ;  in  the 
comparative  absence  of  pedantic  pretension,  and  in  the  non-assumption 
of  qualifications  and  virtues  which  he  possesses  not,  he  generally  con- 
trasts most  favorably  with  his  predecessor  of  by-gone  times. 

To  a  certain  extent,  the  condition  of  medicine — a  science  of  obser- 
vation and  reflection — has,  at  different  periods  of  history,  been 
influenced  by  that  of  the  physical  and  moral  sciences  ;  and  a  signal 
difference  between  1he  age  of  Bacon,  the  Chancellor,  for  example, 
and  our  own  is,  that  in  the  former  the  most  eminent  physicists  were 
ready  to  adopt — and  did  adopt — mysterious  credences,  and  to  aban- 
don themselves  to  the  wildest  and  most  hypothetical  conjectures  ; 
whilst  at  the  present  day  few  are  so  far  led  away  from  the  paths  of 
correct  observation  and  sober  reality  ;  and  where  one  of  elevated 
position  is  found  amongst  the  errant,  he  stands  out  in  bold  relief — a 
target  for  the  shafts  of  stem  animadversion  or  pointed  ridicule. 

Yet  we  should  be  greatly  in  error  were  we  to  infer,  that  whilst 
physical  knowledge  is  increasing,  credulity  is  diminishing  pari  passu. 
There  never  has  been  a  period  more  dominant  with  delusions  than 
the  present,  and  never  one  when  they  were  more  wild  and  untenable. 
"Why,"  wrote  a  distinguished  Dublin  savant,  holding  the  first  rank 
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in  our  profession,  in  a  letter  to  me  some  years  ago,  "  do  you  not  send 
as  something  in  return  for  the  inflictions  of  phrenology,  mesmerism, 
homoeopathy,  <fcc,  which  we  put  upon  you  V  We  had,  at  that  time, 
furnished  Europe  with  Thomsonianism  ;  and  since  then,  we  have 
more  than  returned  the  compliment  by  the  various  offshoots  from 
legitimate  medicine,  of  indigenous  growth  ;  and  by  our  electro- 
biologies,  neurologies,  table-turnings,  table-talkings,  and  spiritual 
mappings. 

The  same  causes  are  at  the  root  of  all  delusions  ;  and  it  would 
seem  that  there  must  always  be  some  "  tub  to  amuse  the  whale." 
Accordingly,  these  moral  epidemics — if  they  may  be  so  termed — 
rage  for  a  while,  and  ultimately  sink  below  the  horizon,  to  be  suc- 
ceeded by  others  ;  and,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  by  the  resuscitation  of 
the  former,  under  some  new  shape,  and  to  pursue  a  like  path.  Mau- 
Mnd  must  be  amused.  It  would  almost  appear  that  they  must  be 
deceived  ;  and  it  is  an  apothegm  largely  admitted,  that  they  have  the 
right  to  be  so,  if  they  desire  it — "  quandoquidem  populus  decipi  vult 
decipialur.'' 

"  Graduates!  We  have  hitherto  been  placed  in  the  hallowed  relation 
of  preceptor  and  pupil.  Henceforth  we  are  co-equals,  fellow-members 
of  the  same  great  brotherhood.  You  go  abroad  as  the  representatives 
of  by  far  the  largest  medical  class,  and  are  yourselves  much  the  larg- 
est class  of  graduates,  that  has  ever  issued  from  the  halls  of  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  or  of  any  similar  institution  in  this  country. 

In  the  valedictory  address  to  the  graduates,  delivered  last  year  by 
my  colleague,  Professor  Bache,  after  speaking  of  the  opportunities  for 
medical  instruction  presented  by  large  cities,  he  remarks: — 

"These  local  advantages,  and  the  exertions  of  my  colleagues,  have 
gained  for  our  school  a  steadily  increasing  favor;  and  we  have  seen, 
in  the  session  just  closed  [for  1852-53],  the  largest  class  that  has 
yiet  assembled  within  our  walls — the  largest,  indeed,  that  up  to  this 
time  has  honored  any  medical  school  in  the  United  States  with  its 
attendance."  The  catalogue  of  that  session  numbers  556;  that  of 
the  present,  627;  being,  probably,  the  largest  class  in  attendance 
together  on  the  same  course  of  lectures  in  any  medical  school  in  the 
world. 

Seven  years  ago,  on  an  occasion  similar  to  the  present,  I  ventured 
to  affirm,  that  the  multiplication  of  medical  schools  throughout  the 
country,  instead  of  diminishing  the  number  of  those  that  seek  instruc- 
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tion  ia  this  city,  would  augment  it;  for  the  "facility  of  intercourse 
between  the  most  distant  places  is  so  great,  that  a  journey  to  Phila- 
delphia is  now  within  the  means  of  a  large  proportion  of  medical  stu- 
dents ;  hence  it  is  that  so  many  visit  her  to  pass  at  least  one  winter, 
in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  those  ample  opportunities  for  full  medi- 
cal instruction,  which  have  obtained  for  her  the  character  of  being 
the  great  centre  of  medical  education  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic." 
Such  has  eminently  been  the  fact  since  then;  and,  of  those  whom  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  address  as  graduates  of  the  session  of  1853-54, 
nearly  one-half  have  spent  at  least  one  scholastic  year  in  other  insti- 
tutions 

From  the  most  distant  regions  you  have  assembled  to  acquire  in- 
formation from  the  same  founts.  While  most  of  you  are  from  diffe- 
rent States  of  this  Union,  others  are  representatives  from  foreign 
countries — Canada,  Nova  Scotia, Cuba,  England,  Prussia,  and  Turkey." 


PROFESSIONAL  BLUNDERS. 

Two  kindred  though  dissimilar  cases  of  false  diagnosis  by  medical 
men  have  been  reported  to  us  in  detail  as  of  very  recent  occurrence. 
The  first  occurred  in  Brooklyn,  in  which  pregnancy  was  detected,  and 
the  diagnosis  persisted  in,  by  a  physician  of  humble  pretensions,  but, 
as  it  turned  out,  of  practical  knowledge.  A  consultation  was  pro- 
posed and  assented  to,  but  the  aristocratic  doctor  summoned  refused 
to  meet  the  attending  physician,  as  he  did  not  belong  to  "  the  Socie- 
ty," so  he  had  to  be  sacrificed  before  the  consultation  could  be  held 
with  a  third  physician,  who  was  called  for  the  purpose,  he  being  of 
the  right  stripe.  The  consultation  resulted  in  the  assurance  that  there 
was  no  pregnancy,  but  an  ovarian  tumor  with  dropsy  was  declared  to 
be  present,  and  an  operation  advised,  and  assented  to.  The  aristo- 
cratic doctor  blustered  and  swore  roundly  in  German,  at  the  ignorance 
of  his  predecessor  in  mistaking  such  a  case  for  pregnancy,  and  his 
junior  echoed  the  denunciation  of  the  blunderer.  While  preparations 
were  making  for  the  operation,  the  two  were  hurriedly  summoned  to 
their  patient  by  information  that  the  ovarian  tumor  had  burst  and 
was  emptying  its  contents.  Their  panic  was  not  much  alleviated  on 
their  arrival  at  finding  the  lady  safely  delivered  of  the  child  per  vias 
naturalts,  thus  escaping  the  threatened  tapping  by  the  last  two  doc- 
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tors,  and  establishing  the  diagnosis  made  by  the  first  physician, — 
which  is  a  pity,  as  he  does  not  belong  to  "the  Society."  His  stock 
has  risen  since  in  that  market,  while  that  of  the  two  representatives 
of  the  aristocracy  is  below  par. 

The  other  case  is  that  of  a  lady  from  the  south,  who  was  sent  to 
this  city  for  advice,  by  reason  of  frequent  miscarriages,  which  she  was 
anxious  to  avert,  as  she  supposed  herself  again  enciente.  The  windy 
obstetrician,  into  whose  hands  she  happened  to  fall,  diagnosticated  an 
advanced  stage  of  gestation,  and  wrote  to  her  husband  that  a  few 
weeks  would  undoubtedly  make  him  a  happy  father  of  a  living  child, 
as  the  evidences  of  her  approaching  accouchment  were  perfectly  satis- 
factory. Weeks  rolled  on,  the  health  of  the  lady  visibly  declining, 
the  tumor  as  rapidly  enlarging,  until  the  long  delay  and  obvious  dan- 
ger led  to  another  physician  being  called,  whose  diagnosis  was  Ova- 
rian dropsy,  and  his  prognosis  death,  which  occurred  in  a  few  hours. 
The  disappointment  of  the  absent  husband,  and  the  discomfiture  of  the 
blundering  obstetrician,  need  not  be  dwelt  upon,  as  there  was  no 
pregnancy  in  the  case,  notwithstanding  the  touch  and  ballottement 
of  the  doctor,  stethoscope  and  all;  and  the  diseased  Ovary  had  been 
the  source  of  all  her  previous  abortions. 

The  morale  of  all  these  blunders,  and  the  utility  of  recording  them 
is,  that  humiliating  ignorance  on  these  topics  especially,  is  the  beset- 
ting sin  of  the  profession:  We  need,  and  the  public  will  demand,  bet- 
ter teaching  in  the  obstetrical  department,  for  which  better  men 
should  be  chosen,  whose  practical  knowledge  fit  them,  as  nothing  else 
can  fit  them  for  so  responsible  work.  Let  students  of  medicine  beware 
to  whose  instructions  they  confide  themselves,  and  not  mistake  pom- 
pous pretension,  flourish,  and  gas  for  sound  practical  knowledge  and 
experience. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  for  1854  will  commence  at  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  on  May  2nd,  as  heretofore  announced.  The  profession  of  that 
city  have  made  ample  preparations  for  the  reception  of  the  delegates, 
and  a  very  large  attendance  is  anticipated,  especially  from  the  South- 
ern and  Western  States. 

Full  delegations  have  been  chosen  from  all  the  Societies,  Colleges, 
&c,  in  the  Northern,  Eastern,  and  Middle  States,  and  we  trust  very 
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many  will  be  able  to  go,  notwithstanding  the  distance.  We  deeply 
regret  our  own  inability  to  be  present  on  the  occasion,  and  keenly  feel 
the  disappointment,  as  we  had  anticipated  much  pleasure  from  the 
journey  through  the  terra  incognita,  as  is  the  whole  country  which 
intervenes  to  us.  We  should  take  more  interest  in  passing  through 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  its  adjacent  country,  than  in  a  tour 
to  the  old  world.  We  can  only  hope  for  a  large  and  prosperous  meet- 
ing, and  that  no  disaster  like  that  which  we  had  to  lament  in  May 
last,  should  throw  a  cloud  over  the  otherwise  pleasant  and  profitable 
meeting  of  the  brethren  at  St.  Louis. 


New  York,  April  17,  1854. 

Dear  Sir — 

In  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1853,  page  12,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing remark  : 

"  It  was  not  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  that  Cholera  to  any 
extent  manifested  itself  in  the  hospitals  among  the  patients,  &c,  which 
it  was  the  painful  duty  of  the  Commissioners  to  record  in  former 
years." 

The  Commissioners,  doubtless,  have  spoken  advisedly  on  this  point; 
but  where  they  got  their  information  from  may  be  conjectured,  and 
that  it  is  incorrect  is  well  known  to  those  who  had  a  personal  expe- 
rience in  this  matter;  for  these  well  know  that  the  Cholera  not  only 
seized  upon  and  carried  olf  patients  recovering  from  Chagres  and 
Yellow  Fever,  but  also  invaded  and  swept  the  Small  Pox  Hospital, 
so  that  the  chief  physician  was  compelled  to  close  it  for  a  season,  in 
order  to  purify  and  cleanse  it.  Besides,  during  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber it  was  communicated  to  people  without  the  walls  of  Quarantine, 
by  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  street  adjoining,  and  seve- 
ral deaths  occurred  in  consequence. 

These  facts  should  be  Gazetted  Yours,  Respectfully, 

To  Dr.  Reese,  VIDI. 
Editor  of  N.  V.  Medical  Gazette. 


JKaP*1  The  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Pharmacy  is  no  longer  edited  by  Dr. 
Macready,  but  by  a  Committee  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy.  The 
change  was  imperatively  called  for  to  save  the  Journal  from  extinetio  n 
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A  Homoeopath  Roughly  Handled. 

We  have  had  our  sympathies  excited  in  hehalf  of  our  neighbor,  Dr. 
Gray,  of  Lafayette  Place,  who  has  been  rudely  assaulted  by  one  of 
the  Spirits,  in  one  of  the  Circles  in  which  he  pays  his  nocturnal  ori- 
sons. We  had  the  narrative  from  his  own  mouth,  and  in  the 
presence  of  many  witnesses,  so  that  its  authenticity  cannot  be  denied; 
and  we  assure  our  readers  that  he  related  the  story  without  Laughing ! 
and  looking  as  grave  as  an  owl,  asseverating  its  truth  to  the  Confer- 
ence of  Spiritualists  statedly  assembling  in  public,  every  Tuesday  night, 
next  door  to  Grace  Church,  whither  our  curiosity  lately  led  us. 

The  story  ran  this  wise,  viz: — Dr.  Gray  said,  "  The  theory  that  the 
spirits  of  the  departed  cannot  visit  our  earth,  because  they  inhabit  a 
higher  sphere  in  the  upper  regions  of  the  atmosphere,  as  urged  by  Mr. 
Andrews,  (who  had  just  spoken)  is  refuted  by  facts.  Such  facts  as  I 
will  relate,  from  my  own  experieuce,  what  I  see,  and  know,  and  feel  I 
cannot  be  mistaken  about,  prove  that  the  Spirits  are  personally  pres- 
ent with  us.  One  of  them  seized  me  by  the  arm,  and  with  the  grasp  of 
a  male  hand,  dragged  me  suddenly  and  violently  a  distance  of  fifteen 
feet,  and  threw  me  into  a  chair  with  a  physical  force,  producing  a  con- 
cussion and  contusion  of  my  whole  frame  !  Was  that  by  electric 
emanations  from  a  higher  sphere?  Why,  I  have  seen  a  gentleman  in 
like  manner,  (naming  him,)  carried  forcibly  by  a  Spirit  through  mid- 
air, a  distance  of  sixty-five  feet !  &c.  &c." 

Dr.  Gray  related  a  number  of  other  marvels  he  had  seen  recently 
in  the  circles  where  the  spirits  are  nightly  visitors,  such  as  the  trick  of 
placing  coins  under  a  bell,  and  withdrawing  them  invisibly,  so  that  at 
one  moment  they  were  there,  and  the  next  not  there;  so  that  the 
Spirits  have  learned  the  Safe-Game,  as  it  is  called,  by  which  so  many 
green  strangers  are  daily  robbed  in  New  York,  by  sharpers,  who  can 
make  coins  appear  and  disappear  at  pleasure  and  with  a  marvellous 
facility,  almost  equal  to  Dr.  G.'s  Spirits.  But  we  forbear,  and  only 
add  our  pity  that  such  insane  ravings  should  occupy  the  attention  of 
either  men  or  women  who  have  bones  in  them.    Vive  bagatelle. 


Jjg^-The  University  of  New  York  has  its  Circular  out,  by  which  it 
appears  that  Drs.  Lee  and  Bulkley  are  no  longer  among  the  subs. 
What  next? 
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JtUBrellaneous  Jtems. 

Dr.  Elliott  has  received  the  appointment  of  Visiting  Physician  to 
Bellevue  Hospital,  in  place  of  Dr.  Forester,  resigned. 

Dr.  Pancoast,  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  has  been  appointed 
one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

A  proposition  is  before  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine  to  urge 
upon  the  civic  authorities  the  establishment  of  a  Bureau  of  Vaccina- 
tion, in  view  of  the  fact,  that  more  than  500  deaths  have  occurred  in 
the  city  from  Small  Pox  within  the  past  few  months. 

The  lamented  illness  of  Professor  Bartlett  being  still  protracted, 
a  prospective  vacancy  in  the  Faculty  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  is  talked  of,  for  which  there  are  numerous  ambitious  aspi- 
rants among  the  would-be  Professors.  Gossip  is  busy  as  usual,  in 
naming  the  candidates,  among  whom  the  most  prominent  we  have 
heard  named  are,  Drs.  Lee,  J.  Watson,  Bulkley,  Metcalfe,  Detmold 
and  McCready,  but  we  predict  that  neither  of  them  will  be  successful. 

It  is  rumored  that  Professor  Bedford  is  about  making  preparations 
for  a  European  tour,  and  that  one  of  the  subs  of  the  University  School 
is  to  take  the  adjunct  Professorship,  as  locum  tenens  during  his 
absence.  One  of  the  alumni  was  heard  singing  a  couplet  the  other 
day,  on  learning  that  the  "  Professor  of  Gas"  was  going  abroad,  on 
this  wise  : 

Joy  go  with  him.  ami  a  bottle  of  moss, 

If  he  never  comes  back,  it  will  be  no  great  loss. 

ALBANY  UNIVERSITY. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  Albany  Journal  : 
The  Medical  Department. — "The  Albany  Medical  College"  has 
been  too  long  and  favorably  known  to  the  public  to  need  particular 
notice.  Nearly  2000  students  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  its  instruc- 
tion, and  nearly  400  the  honors  of  graduation.  It  is  now  in  session 
during  eight  months  in  the  year,  and  two  full  courses  of  Lectures  are 
delivered  annually.  This  is  the  second  Spring  Session,  and  more  than 
100  students  are  now  in  attendance  on  the  Lectures.  The  extensive 
Museum,  already  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  country,  has  been 
recently  increased  by  the  valuable  Pathological  collection  of  Prof. 
Webster,  late  of  Geneva  College.  The  new  and  spacious  Hospital, 
with  its  building  and  department  for  Clinical  instruction,  form  a  most 
important  addition  to  its  other  facilities,  which  are  now  believed  to  be 
unsurpassed  by  any  Medical  School  in  the  country. 
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AI,  B  A  IVV  UEOICAL  COL- 
LEGE.-  Trie  ru  rt  Course  of  Lectures  trill 
eminence  on  Tuesday,  the.  21st  of  February,  1854. 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  Two  Gourdes  of  Lec- 
tures are  delivered  annually  at  this  Institution, 
one  commending  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  Septem- 
ber, and  the  other  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  Feb- 
ruary— each  continuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees 
are  conferred  at  the  close  of  each  Term. 
Alden  March,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
James  McN'Arciiirov.  M.  D.,  Prof.  oi'theTheory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

James  H.  Armsky,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomv. 
Thomas  Hr.v.  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  lit 
Medicine  and  Materia  Me  lica. 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

Howard  Tow.vsevd,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 
Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fee3  for  the  first  course,  §130;  for  both  courses. 


if  paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  course, 
5100.  Matriculation  fee.  $5;  Graduation  fee. 
5*20.  The  Clinical  Lectures  at  the  Hospital  are 
free  of  charge.  There  will  be  a  Clinique  every 
Saturday  in  the  College,  as  usual.  Expenses  of 
Boarding  from  S'2  to  S3  per  week. 

IPJWAHD  TOWXSE^D,  Registrar. 


ANELIKIBLG  OPEIVIIVG  FOR 
A.   VOSJiVC}  PIIVSICIAIV  A 

Physician  long  practising  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, wishes  to  sell  his  situation  with  a  view  of 
retiring.  The  location  is  eligible,  the  property 
every  way  desirable,  and  the  terras  easy.  Or  he 
would  take  a  young  physician  of  thorough  qual- 
ifications, professional  and  moral,  as  a  partner, 
with  the  view  of  transferring  to  him  his  thriv- 
ing business.  Possession  in  either  case  immedi- 
ately. For  particulars,  address  the  Editor  of 
.this  Journal. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  " PALMER'S  PATENT" 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  2  hiladelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  I,EG,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  and  Manu 
t'actured  by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO..  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
thing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  c.uintry  or  in  Eurpe.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  '-THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  LIMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it.  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.    It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb, 


had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  lHpUmas  and 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien 
tine  Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  L-g  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construe 
tion,  finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX.  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotid 
Dieux.  Paris,  forty  vears,  ami  M.  LA  I, T, KM  AND, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H 
GREEN  Esq..  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  sue 
cess  in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
case  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated  ; 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  F'rom  eight  to  nine  hundred  per- 
sons, are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
country,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit : 

ilI  hav-  exr.niinri  ;:arefullv  the  artiti:i;:l  Lff; 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is  beau 
tiful  ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  win 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos- 
sess it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  ami  utility. 

VAL  ENTINE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University 

New  York,  January,  29,ol851. 

"I  have  seen  several    f  the  Artificial  Leg., 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use. 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  w  ith  which  1 
am  acquainted.        WILLAKD  PARKER.  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physician 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  '29,  1851." 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  I,eg,  projected  and  man 
ufactured  by  Messrs  Palmer  k  Co.,  ami  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits, 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  Bfljne  kind.  I 
invariably  recomm-nd  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  ol 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  have 
been  operated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  w ith  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J  M.  CARN'OCHAN.  M.  i). 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chiel 

Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc. 
New  York,  April  12,  1853." 


GK.NTLKMEN. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers. Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon. 
To  Messrs  B.  F.  Palmer  &  Co.  » 

U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1851." 
"I  have  examined  the  Artificial  Leg  construe 
ted  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  D. 
New  York.  February  3.  1851. 

Philadku-iim.  March  27,  1851. 
••  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strtmgest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THUS.  D.  MUTTER,  M.  T).. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College.  Phila." 

"  I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON,  M.  I). 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Perm." 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851. 

StRKFO^S  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston.  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  sue 
cessful  use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  Buffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
seem  possible.  We  recommend  them  with  plea 
ure  and  confidence  to  those  w  ho  may  need  such 
assistance 

IOHN  C.  WARREN, 
IEO.  HAY  WARD, 
JACOB  WGEI.oW. 

D.  TOWNSEND, 
.1.  MASON  WARREN, 
!>.  H.  STOKER, 

N.  B. — All  orders  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  tho 
tates  of  New  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring 
idd,  Mass..  where  they  will  be  executed.  AU 
thers  to  Philadelphia. 

B.  F.  PALMER,  E.  D  HU1XSON 

A.  S.  CURRIER. 


Surgeons  and  Physicians 

to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 
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MAR!SII'H  RADICAL  <  I  It  1 
TRtTSS— The  peculiarity  of  this  Truss 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certainty  with 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
outer  and  inner  ring1,  thus  ellectually  support- 
ing the  bowed,  and  Keeping  it  absolutely  within 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  the 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  ;  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certaint\ 
with  which  this  is  done,  and  the  complete  im- 
mobility of  the  pad  ;  when  he  is  told  that  the 
pad  it  an  owl  rintj,  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening, 
the  integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  internal  and  external  circumfer 
ence  of  the  pad,  and  thus  effectually  securing  it 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  most 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  !  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retain 
ing  TiU'ss  ;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  open- 
ing of  the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  bs 
known  to  every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  most 
safely  produced  by  external  mechanical  pressure 
is  equally  appareutto  the  common  sense  of  every 
reader.  * 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  lias  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  of 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad. 
attached  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  is 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  ol 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
screw;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressure 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  ol 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  trm-* 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  lias  met 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par 
ker,  Carnachan,  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  of 
this  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor- 
ough trials  in  volumnious  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  severe 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gaxette 
■will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct. 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

MARSH~ &  CO.'S 

UNION  ORTHOPAEDIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  3  1-2  Mnlden  Lane, 
NEW-YORK. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians,  Inven 
tors  and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Support 
for  Lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine 
for  the  cure  of  Club-Feet,  Bow-Legs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities,  Klastic  Stockings  and 
Knee-Caps;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins. 
&c. 

A  new  style  of  Suspensory  Bandaoe.  superioi 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  New  and 
Improved  Light,  Elastic  Suspender  Shoulder 
Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 
A  comprehensive  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip- 
tive of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  illustra 


ted  by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 
for  its  relief,  will  be  sent  gratis  to  PhysieiaDS  on 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


€USTI,ETOIV  MEDICAL  COL. 
J    LE(jE. — There  are  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  annually,  in  Castleton  Medical  College. 

The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Autumnal  Session 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
will  continue  four  months. 

Joseph  I'erkixs,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Obstetrics. 

William  Sweetser.  M.  P.,  I'rof.  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 
Midpleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 
William  C.  Kittridoe,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Turisprudence. 

Cokyolon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anato- 
my and  Physiology. 

George  Hidley,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History. 

AdrainT.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  810  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  ;  Board  from 
i'2,00  to  $2.50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  M.  D., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Castleton,  Vermont,  Dec.  1,  1853. 


THE  OBTHOPCEDIC  INSTI- 
TUTION,for  the  cure  of  deformities, 
457,  459  and  461  Pacific  Street,  South  Brooklyn 
affords  to  in-door  patients,  afflicted  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda- 
tion. Orthopaedic  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
at  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  private  patients  only.  The- 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when- 
clinical  instruction  will  be  given  to  Medical  Stu- 
dents, who  may  favor  the  institution  with  their 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re- 
spectfully invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
their  attention  and  visits. 
Physician  of  the  Institution, 

L.  BAUER,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
(Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ortho- 
paedic Institution  in  Manchester,  G.  B.  Low,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  etc 


DR.  S.  Rf.  EL LIOTT'S  ANNUAL 
COURSE  OF  LECTURES  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
including  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathol- 
ogy of  the  Human  Eye,  will  be  resumed  in  the 
■econd  week  of  December,  and  continued  during 
./lie  Winter  months.  The  Course  will  be  illus- 
I  rated  by  magnified  Drawings,  by  Microscopic 
and  Clinical  demonstrations,  and  by  actual  Dis- 
sections of  the  Organ  in  the  presence  of  the 
Class.  Circulars  containing  full  particulars  and 
testimonials  from  the  highest  Medical  Professors 
in  New  York,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Office,  No. 
498  Broadway. 
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IMPORTANT  TO  THE 

MEDICAL  FACULTY 


DEALERS  IN  MEDICINES. 

The  Undersigned,  Importers  and  Wholesale  Dealers,  offer  for 
sale  a  very  extensive  and  choice  selection  of  fresh  and  lately 
imported  Drugs,  Chemicals,  &c.  at  prices  lower  than  heretofore 
asked  in  this  market.  Thev  are  the  irOLE  AGENTS  for  the 
UNITED  STATES.  CUBA,  MEXICO,  and  the  WEST  INDIES  for  the 
celebrated  MATHEY  CAYLUS  COPAIVA  BALSAM  GLUTEN  CAP- 
SULE, approved  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris  and 
London. 

These  Capsules  are  distinguished  from  the  other  preparations 
of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantages  : 

1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  necessity  the  use  of 
a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  genuine.  Now  it  is  manifest  tliat  this 
substance  succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of  purity. 
The  same  condition  not  being  indispensible  in  the  Gelatine  Cap- 
sules, it  frequently  happens  that  it  is  adulterated.  There  are 
even  some  sold  that  merely  contain  oil  slightly  impregnated  with 
Copaim, — an  infamous  fraud  which  could  hardly  be  believed  did 
not  recent  experiments,  made  by  professors  of  the  Medical  and 
Fh  rmaceutical  College,  atiord  ample  proofs. 

2d.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  they  con- 
tain as  much  Copaiva,  which  is  explained  by  the  difference'in  the 
thickness  of  the  envelope:  the  Gluten  Capsules  weighing  2  grains,, 
whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsules  weigh  12,  which  can  be  easily 
proved. 

3d.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that  they  succeed  where 

  other  medicines  have  proved  a  failure. 

I-astly.  their  regular  shape  and  small  volume,  so  favorable  to  deglutition,  their  agreeable  appear- 
ance, whicn  ia  more  like  a  sugar  plum  than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  more  easy,  even  for  the 
most  qualmnh  medicine  takers. 

gig-  Also  constantly  on  hand  Capsules  of  Copaiva  and  Cubebs,  Copaiva  and  Ratanhia,  Copaiva 
and  Citrate  of  Iron.  Copaiva  and  Magnesia. 

Each  Bottle  holds  64  Capsules.    They  are  to  be  obtained  Wholesale  and  Retail  at  the  principal 
Also  at  the  GENERAL  DEPOT,  No.  32  JOHN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

HIX,  CATALOGNE  &  CO. 


Druggists. 


UNIVERSITY  of  NANIIVILLE. 
Medical  Department. — The  Fourth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com 
mence  on  Monday,  the  30th  of  October  next 
and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindslet,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

C.  K.  Winston,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Med 
ical  Jurisprudence. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy. 

Thomas  R.  Jennings,  M.  D.,  Institutes  of  Med 
icine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

John  M  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  th 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

PaulF.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  ol 
Surgery. 

William  T.  Brigcs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  ol 
Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  Stu 
dents  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  1c 
all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professor 
commencing  also  on  the  first  Monday  of  Octobe 

A  ('Unique  lias  been  established,  in  connectioi 
with  the  University,  at  which  operations  a 
performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  leetun 
^pou  in  presence  of  the  class. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  to  acconrmo- 
late  all  persons  requiring  surgical  operations. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University- 
is  $105.  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only.) 
S5;  Practical  Anatomy  $10;  Graduation  fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  for  $3  00  per  week. 
Further  information  can  be  obtained  by  address- 
ing the  Dean. 

J  B.  LINDSLEY.  M.  D.,  Dean. 
Nashville.  Tenn.,  March,  1S541 


TO  THE   H  KDIt  Al  PROFES- 
SION—The  Subscriber  having  relin- 
quished the  practice  of  Medicine,  intends  devot- 
his  time  and  attention   to  the  practical 
letails  of  Pharmacy. 

He  would  respectfully  inform  his  Medical 
brethren  that  he  has  purchased  the  Store,  No. 
S09  Broadway,  lately  occupied  by  George  G. 
'oggeshall,  and  that  he  will  there  carry  on  the 
business  of  an  Apothecary,  in  connection  with 
lis  old  established  stand  at  No.  6  Bowery,  and 
lopes  that,  with  capable  assistants  and  strict 
ittention,  he  will  merit  and  receive  a  continu- 
inee  of  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed. 

The  Profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in 
iverj  article  being  of  the  best  possible  quality 
llspensed. 

WM.  J.  OLIJFF, 
\'o.  0  Bowery,  and  800-Broadway,  near  11th  St. 
New  York,  January,  1804. 
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OTTO  &  KCEHLER,  58  Chatham 
Street — second  Moor. — By  an  experience  of 
a  long  series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States,  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of 
Surgical  ami  Orthoptdical  Machines  and  In.st.ru 
ments,  Trusses,  Bandages,  dec,  d-c,  in  such  an 
accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our  age 
in  arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably.  We 
thereore  invite  physicians  and  surgeens  to  give 
us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham  st.,  (23  floor) 
and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles,  especially 
our  improved  instrument  tor  Vaccination  which 
is  the  most  finished  article  of  its  kind. 

"  ETHER-PEARLS." 

DEILTJC  &  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
given,  without  smell,  taste  or  evaprrratitm  ;  they 
have  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Tnnnnte  of  Quinine, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Iyizenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill.  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Asjents 

DELLUC  &  CO., 

MAULtfiltyllCAIi  CUSHISTS 

581  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 


tteet 
ocker 


City  of  New  York,  corner  of  Fourti 
and  Eighth  Avenue,  over  the  Kn 
Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen 
eral  insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  deposited  $100,000  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
a  security  for  the  insured,  additional  to  the 
'pts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transact 
the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurance,  on  the  most 
favorable  terms  consistent  with  secur  ty  and 
tability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  partiicipation 

in  profits.  4 

DIRECTORS  : 

Erastus  Lvman 


KNICKERBOCKER  LIFE  IN- 
SURANCE CO.TIPANJfcKTHE 


TO  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention 
to  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES  V  " 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well  to , 
give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of  | 
COM  US,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  fee 
purchasing  elsewhere. 
A.  &.I.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y 


Joseph  W.  Savage,  , 
John  B.  Kitching, 
James  S.  Gibbons, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr. 
Isaac  Kip,  Jr. 
Pierre  C.  Kane, 
William  Charters, 
Mark  Cornell,  - 

5.  C.  Wheeler, 
J.  H.  Homer. 
B.  F.  Manierre. 
Cummings  H.  Tucker, 
Richard  H.  Bull, 
Anthony  Thornton, 
Robert  Avres. 

Gen.  Elijah  Ward, 
William  A.  Wheeler, 
Abel  Thompson, 

6.  R  Howell. 
William  \V.  Cornell. 

R.  Del  Veechio. 

James  i 


Henry  Dean,  ^ 
Isaac  Hendricks,,  v  >%,J5»«j' 
Henry  Dubois.  ,  •'  .i"* 

M.  Hopper  Mott, 
I/>rain  Freeman, 
Henry  Lefroan, 
Hon.  W.  Wright, 
John  M'Chain, 
John  Denham, 
J.  W.  Howe, 
John  A.  Gun, 
W.  E.  Smith  Jr. 
William  Winslow, 
Concklin  L.  Martin, 
A.  Bridgeman, 
George  M.  Vannort, 
Henry  D.  Crane.i, 
Charles  0.  Richardson, 
John's.  Meyer, 
Edward  Coles, 
Henry  13.  Bolster, 
James  M.  Chapman, 
ti-phens 


before 


ERASTUS  LYMAN.  President. 
STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER.  Vice  President. 
RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS.  Secretary. 
RICHARD  H.  BULL,  Actuary. 
The  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR    put  up  .n.DAVII)  M  REESE,  M.  !>.,  Medical  Examiner,  852 

beautiful  stvle,  and  an  excellent  article  for  re-  n,«...-i„  

tailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  u-i  to  give1, 

dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance.  

COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER 

use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  :— "  For  the  sake  of  TAT>  P  "P  T  \*  T  T  N  fr  0FFTCR 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &J.  Ramsey's  Kepha-  •)  UD  1  hll\  1  li\U  Ul  J.  IV  U 
lia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound!       Corner  of  Pine  an.'.  \\  ilham  Sts.,  NY. 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair.  an.  1  mHE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
promoeting  its  growth.    Its  perfume  is  undeni- 
ably fragrant  and  pleasant.    We  have  the  testi- 


mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only  bv  A. 
&  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y..  is  uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made, 
and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Druggists: 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted  gen- 
uine, an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com 
plexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear 
ness  and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c. 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich  st.   New  York. 


Tl 
COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER,  having 
Urged  their  building,  have  appropriated  aportion 
of  it  for  a  general  and  extensive 

mmi  &  2iB  H1SHT2HG  ©FHCE, 

Its  business  will  be  conducted  by  Francis  A. 
Hall,  John  G.  Clayton  and  John  Mkdolk.  un 
der  the  firm  of 

HALL,  CLAYTON  &  CO. 

With  a  Urge  stock  of  entirely  new  Type,  an 
ample  equipment  of  Machine  Presses  of  the  most 
approved  construction,  with  Steam  for  the 
motive  power,  and  the  aid  of  the  most  skillful 
practical  assistants  in  the  mechanical  depart 
ment,  the  proprietors  feel  authorized  to  say. 
that  their  facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  any 
other  establishment  for  the  prompt  and  satis- 
factory  execution  of  all  work  which  may  be 
entrusted  to  them. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Druggists'  Print 
ing  of  all  descriptions,  in  bbick  or  colored  inks. 
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Original  Ikpartnunt. 

New  York,  26th  April,  1854. 

D.  Meredith  Reese,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Dear  Sir : — I  am  compelled  to  ask  of  you  to  trespass  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  your  readers,  by  inserting  in  your  Journal  a  notice  of  the 
attack  which  has  been  made  upon  me  in  the  Number  for  the  present 
month,  by  Dr.  Trenor.  I  am  aware,  indeed,  that  the  matter  in 
dispute  can  be  of  no  interest  to  the  public  in  general,  and  I  question 
whether  even  your  professional  readers  can  have  given  the  article  to 
which  I  refer  a  sufficient  degree  of  attention  to  enable  them  to  under- 
stand for  what  reasous,  real  or  alleged,  I  am  rendered  liable  to  so 
furious  an  attack.  Such  of  your  subscribers,  however,  as  have  paid 
any  attention  to  Dr.  Trenor's  paper,  will  probably  consider  that  a  re- 
ply is  demanded  of  me.  This  I  now  make  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
possible,  confining  myself  to  little  more  of  the  controversy  than  what 
is  contained  in  the  note  addressed  by  him  to  yourself.  To  this  my 
reply  will  be  directed,  and  I  shall  introduce  no  matters  that  do  not 
arise  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  contents  of  that  note. 

In  the  first  place,  I  have  never  seen  or  authorized  any  publication, 
giving  the  names  of  individual  members  of  a  Committee  on  Dentistry, 
nor  am  I  aware  that  any  such  committee  was  appointed  at  the  late 
exhibition  at  the  Crystal  Palace.  I  am,  on  the  other  hand,  aware  that 
a  publication  has  been  made  by  the  authorities  of  the  Association  for 
the  Exhibition  of  the  Industry  of  all  Nations,  in  which  appear  the 
names  of  the  members  of  Jury  F,  among  whom  are  Messrs.  Bucking- 
ham, Trenor,  Parmly  and  Allen.  My  own  name  appears  as  Chair- 
man of  that  J ury ;  and  I  am  also  aware  that,  at  first,  one,  and  after- 
16 
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wards  all  of  those  gentlemen  served  as  a  sub-committee  of  that  Jury, 
on  the  subject  of  Dentistry.  The  awards  appear,  on  the  face  of  the 
publication,  to  have  been  made  by  the  Jury  as  a  body,  and  every  care 
appears  to  have  been  taken  in  this  publication  to  remove  all  individual 
responsibility  from  any  member  of  the  Jury,  or  from  any  of  the  sub- 
committees. With  this  publication,  however,  I  had  no  concern,  nor 
did  I  see  it  until  several  days  after  it  had  appeared. 

I  have  next  to  say,  that  although,  as  the  business  of  the  Jury  was 
usually  managed,  the  responsibility  of  the  awards  was  very  carefully 
removed  from  the  individual  members,  from  the  sub-committees,  and 
from  the  chairman,  it  so  happened  that  in  the  case  of  the  awards  on 
Dentistry,  I  was  compelled  to  assume,  and  have  no  desire  to  avoid  the 
responsibility  of  having,  as  chairman  and  reporter  of  Jury  F,  recom- 
mended to  the  Commissioners  of  Juries  the  adoption  of  all  the 
awards,  both  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  sub-committee  on 
Dentistry. 

Dr.  Trenor  does  not  appear  to  be  aware  that,  by  universal  usage, 
the  reports  of  all  committees  of  every  deliberate  body  are  in  the  hands 
of  that  body — -to  accept,  to  reject,  to  extend,  to  abridge  or  to  recom- 
mit. He  was,  however,  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  Jury  F  had  re- 
committed a  previous  report  of  a  sub-committee  on  Dentistry,  to  him- 
self and  his  colleagues.  He  must,  therefore,  have  had  the  means  of 
knowing  that,  in  case  of  disagreement  among  the  members  of  that  sub- 
committee, the  Jury  might  at  least  have  recommitted  the  original 
report,  with  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  sub-committee, 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  to  any  members  of  their  own  body  they 
might  select;  or  that  the  Commissioners  of  Juries  might  have  called  a 
new  sub-committee  on  that  special  object,  and  incorporated  it  with 
Jury  F,  as  was  done  in  his  own  case. 

Now,  at  the  time  reports  on  Dentistry  were  finally  made,  the  Jury 
had  been  virtually  reduced  to  the  chairman  and  three  of  the  four 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Dentistry.  The  labors  of  the  members 
had  been  arduous  and  far  from  agreeable.  Each  sub-committee  in 
turn,  after  putting  in  its  report,  had  ceased  to  visit  the  Committee 
Room.  Two  unsuccessful  attempts  had  been  made  to  obtain  a  general 
meeting  of  the  Jury,  but  at  the  appointed  hour  no  other  members  ap- 
peared but  the  chairman  and  the  members  of  the  sub-committees  about 
to  report.  It  might  be  reasonably  urged  that,  in  my  capacity  of 
reporter,  it  became  my  express  duty,  and  was  therefore  my  right,  to 
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do  what  the  Jury  had  failed  to  do  as  a  body.  But  in  the  case  in 
question  that  power  was,  as  I  shall  show,  expressly  committed  to  me 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  three  members  of  the  sub-committee  ou 
Dentistry  who  were  present. 

That  I,  as  chairman  and  reporter  of  the  Jury,  was  by  the  sub-corn 
mittee  on  Dentistry,  who  were  also,  in  point  of  fact,  the  only  remain- 
ing active  members  of  Jury  F,  vested  with  full  powers  in  the  premises, 
has  been  entirely  forgotten  by  Dr.  Trenor.  He  has  also  asserted  that 
an  umpire  was  appointed— a  fact,  on  the  other  hand,  of  which  I  have 
no  recollection.  It  fortunately  happens  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
bringing  the  accuracy  of  our  respective  memories  into  collision.  A 
gentleman  was  present,  charged  with  the  duty  of  keeping  a  record  of 
the  acts  of  Jury  F,  and  I  have  been,  after  some  delay,  arising  from 
the  forms  of  business  prescribed  by  the  managers  of  the  Crystal  Pal- 
ace, furnished  with  his  statement  of  the  occurrences  of  that  evening. 
This  statement  (which  is  appended  in  a  note)  coincides  completely 

Mineral  Department,  i 
Crystal  Palace,  April  22,  1854.  J 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  letter  as  to  my  recollections  of  what  took  place 
at  a  certain  meeting  of  the  Members  of  Jury  F,  I  have  the  following  statement 
to  make : 

I  perfectly  recollect  the  meeting  you  mention,  at  which  two  reports  were 
presented.  I  also  recollect  that  only  three  members  of  the  Jury  were  present, 
one  of  whom  appeared  to  present  the  minority  report,  the  other  two  the  major- 
ity. Both  parties  seemed  to  urge  their  respective  opinions  for  adoption  stren- 
uously, and  you  (as  it  seemed  to  me  at  the  time)  were  placed  in  a  very  awk- 
ward position.  One  of  the  members  proposed  that  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Jury  should  be  called  to  decide  the  matter.  You  spoke  of  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ting the  members  together,  which  I  confirmed,  having  written  several  times 
calling  general  and  special  meetings,  at  which  only  two  or  three  attended. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  then  proposed  that  the  matter  should  be  left  in  youi 
hands;  you  declined,  and  when  again  requested,  said  that,  if  you  were  allowed 
to  consult  the  sub-jury  on  Surgical  Instruments,  you  would  consent  to  act 
With  that  understanding  the  meeting  was  breaking  up,  when  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  sub-committee  on  Surgical  Instruments  came  into  the  room.  You 
said  "here  is  one  of  them,"  and  upon  your  explaining  to  him  what  had  taken 
place,  you  both  went  up  to  the  Department  of  Dentistry,  and  commenced  your 
examination — at  least  such  was  my  impression  ;  and  that  is  all  I  recollect,  fori 
had  much  to  do,  and  my  attention  was  directed  to  many  other  matters  at  the 
time  you  refer  to. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Yours  faithfully, 

John  P.  Richardsox, 
Prof.  Jas.  Renwick.  Sec'y  of  Jury  F,  fro  tern. 
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with  niy  own  recollections,  and  must  satisfy  your  readers  that  Dr. 
Trenor  had  entirely  forgotten  all  the  proceedings  except  what  occur- 
red at  the  very  close,  and  has  construed  my  announcement  that  one  of 
the  members  of  that  sub-committee,  with  which  I  had  asked  permis- 
sion to  consult,  had  just  entered  the  room,  into  an  appointment  of  that 
gentleman  as  umpire.  Such  an  appointment  I  had  no  power  to  make, 
and  no  such  reference  was  asked  for  by  either  of  the  members  of  the 
sub-committee  on  Dentistry.  Now  it  happens  that,  except  upon  this 
imaginary  idea  of  the  appointment  of  an  umpire,  the  attack  made  upon 
me  by  Dr.  Trenor  has  no  basis  whatever,  and  with  the  proof  that  no 
umpire  was  appointed,  my  reply  might  close,  as  every  grounl  for  the 
charges  against  me  is  thus  removed. 

I,  however,  deem  it  proper  to  show,  nor  only  that  the  power  to  act 


14  West  IItu  Street. 
Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  will  state  that  at  the  last 
meeting  of  Jury  F,  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  there  were  present  only  yourself, 
Drs.  E.  Parmly,  J.  Trenor  and  myself.  After  waiting  until  it  was  too  late  to 
expect  that  any  more  jurors  would  be  in  attendance,  you  stated  that  it  was  your 
intention  to  have  laid  the  reports  from  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  sub- 
committee on  Dentistry  before  the  full  jury  for  their  consideration,  but  as  sev- 
eral attempts  had  been  made  to  get  the  jury  together,  most  of  which  had  re- 
sulted in  failures,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  probability  that  another  meet- 
ing could  be  had. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  suggested  that  both  reports  should  be  left  with 
yourself,  and  that  you  give  to  each  such  consideration  as  you  thought  proper 
when  making  up  your  report  for  the  Commissioners.  To  this  proposition  neither 
Dr.  Trenor  nor  Dr.  Parmly  objected.  You,  however,  said  you  did  not  wish  to 
take  the  whole  responsibility,  as  you  were  unacquainted  with  the  subject,  but  if  wc 
were  willing  yon  would  consult  the  Committee  on  Surgical  Instruments,  and 
with  their  advice  and  assistance  you  would  consent  to  act.  To  this  arrange- 
ment both  the  other  gentlemen  and  myself  assented.  As  we  were  about  part- 
ing one  of  the  Committee  on  Surgical  Instruments,  Prof.  Carnochan,  came  in, 
and  you  informed  him  what  arrangement  had  been  made,  to  which  he  also  as- 
sented. There  was  no  agreement  nor  understanding  between  us  that  he  was 
to  be  an  <:  umpire/'  or  that  you  and  the  other  gentlemen  comprising  the  Com- 
mittee on  Surgical  Instruments  were  not  to  be  consulted,  and  I  left  the  Palace 
expecting  that  you  would  consult  as  many  of  them  as  time  and  circumstances, 
under  the  pressure  of  business  which  you  then  had  on  hand,  would  permit. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  C.  Allen, 
Sec'y  to  Com.  on  Dentistry. 

Prof.  Jame3  Renwick,  Chairman  of  Jury  F. 
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as  I  did  was  fully  committed  to  me,  but  that  I  made  a  discreet  use  of 
this  authority. 

The  subject  was  one  in  relation  to  which  I  professed  no  knowledge 
whatsoever.  I  had  even  put  upon  record  my  unwillingness  to  serve 
while  dentistry  remained  a  part  of  the  duty  attributed  to  Jury  F.  It 
would  therefore  be  very  possible  that  none  of  the  awards  were  correct 
had  they  rested  solely  upon  my  individual  opinion.  But  I  thought 
myself  capable  of  weighing  the  evidence  before  me,  and  of  ascribing 
to  the  several  reports  their  proper  value.  Two  members  of  the  com- 
mittee had  long  been  known  to  me,  and  their  great  success  in  busi- 
ness left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  their  abilities,  at  least  in  the  surgical 
part  of  their  profession.  The  third  of  those  present  was  unknown  to 
me  even  by  name,  at  the  time  he  was  placed  on  the  committee,  and, 
except  in  the  brief  sentences  which  passed  when  I  handed  him  the  cata- 
logue of  the  Exhibition,  I  had  never  communicated  with  him.  The 
latter  gentleman  made  the  minority  report.  Now,  had  it  been  a 
question  of  relative  merit  among  the  articles — in  other  words,  had  they 
been  exhibited  in  competition  with  each  other,  as  at  the  Fairs  of  the 
American  Institute,  I  was,  of  coarse,  bound  by  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority, unless  there  had  been  some  very  manifest  reason  for  rejecting 
it.  But  this  plan  of  making  awards  was  expressly  excluded  by  the 
instructions  under  which  the  Jurors  acted,  and  was  further  forbidden 
by  the  very  reasonable  anxiety  of  the  Commissioners,  that  no  article 
worthy  of  notice  should  escape  a  due  award.  My  plain  duty  was, 
therefore,  no  more  than  to  ascertain  whether  the  professional  knowl- 
edge of  the  gentleman  in  the  minority  rendered  his  recommendations 
worthy  of  credit.  It  was  for  this  purpose,  and  this  alone,  that  I  asked 
permission  to  consult  the  members  of  the  sub-committee  on  surgical 
instruments.  This  sub-committee  was  composed  of  four  members. 
One  was  but  recently  domiciliated  among  us,  and  could  be  of  no  aid 
to  me  in  this  direction.  Of  the  remaining  three,  two  were  consulted. 
From  them  I  derived  the  information  that  Dr.  Allen,  in  reputation 
and  skill,  particularly  in  the  very  points  on  which  a  difference  of  opinion 
existed,  did  not  stand  behind  any  member  of  his  profession. 

I  had  further  to  take  into  account  that  the  Report  of  the  majority 
might  be  considered  as  unanimous,  for  although  Dr.  Allen  had  refus- 
ed to  sign  it,  he  had  concurred  in  all  its  awards.  Dr.  Buckingham, 
who  had  drawn  the  original  report,  which  had  been  recommitted,  had 
signed  the  report  of  the  majority,  but  his  original  report  had  iu  the 
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main  concurred  with  Dr.  Allen.  I  had  no  evidence  before  me  that  he 
had  changed  his  opinion,  for  his  concurrence  in  the  awards  of  the  ma- 
jority was  no  proof  that  he  did  not,  like  Dr.  Allen,  think  other  arti- 
cles worthy  of  premiums.  Having  duly  weighed  all  these  matters,  I 
laid  all  the  facts  of  the  case  before  the  Commissioners  of  Juries,  stat- 
ing the  exact  position  of  the  individual  members  of  the  jury  on  each 
article,  and  adding  the  opinions  of  two  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  surgical  instruments,  concluding  with  the  recommendation  that 
all  the  proposed  awards  of  both  majority  and  minority  should  be  car- 
ried into  effect.  I  do  not  see,  even  after  the  schooling  that  I  have 
received  from  Dr.  Trenor,  that  I  could  possibly  have  done  otherwise, 
unless  I  had  been  well  advised  that  Dr.  Allen  was,  either  from  igno- 
rance of  the  subject  or  from  interested  motives,  unworthy  of  credit. 
Nothing  that  I  am  aware  of  would  justify  my  insulting  that  gentle- 
man by  a  report  which  could  leave  room  for  such  imputations.  And, 
admitting  that  he  is  a  competent  judge  of  the  matter,  it  would  have 
been  a  gross  injustice  to  the  exhibitors  to  have  left  them  unnoticed 
when  recommended  by  him,  and  when  in  respect  to  some,  if  not  all  of 
them,  a  favorable  report  from  Dr.  Buckingham  was  fresh  in  my  re- 
collection. 

Jas.  Ren-wick. 


Selections. 

DOCTORS  AND  TEMPERANCE. 

At  the  recent  Commencement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  Penn- 
sylvania College,  the  Valedictory  Address  was  delivered  by  John  J. 
Reese,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Medical  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy.  Dr. 
Reese  is  among  the  most  sound  and  popular  teachers  and  writers  in 
the  Alloepathic  school,  and  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  he  is  quite  a 
favorite  with  his  class  in  the  lecture  room. 

This  address,  (for  copies  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  our  friend, 
Dr.  Thomas,  a  graduate  of  this  college,  at  the  session  just  closed, )  is 
not  only  a  finished  classical  production,  but  breathes  the  soul  of  a 
man — of  one  who  feels  that  his  brother  has  something  else  to  live  for 
in  this  world  than  to  coin  dollars  or  gather  pennies — abounding  with 
the  most  important  suggestions  and  admonitions  in  regard  to  the  mor- 
al and  social  bearing  of  the  physician.    How  much  disgrace  to  the 
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medical  profession,  grief  to  individuals  and  families,  and  talent  to  so- 
ciety, might  have  been  saved,  had  Dr.  Reese's  advice  in  the  following 
extract  been  observed  by  many  physicians  : 

"  One  other  duty,  only,  will  I  here  allude  to,  as  owing  to  the  pub- 
lic by  the  practitioner  of  medicine.  It  is  one  by  no  means  peculiar  to 
his  profession  ;  but  although  equally  obligatory  upon  every  calling  in 
life,  its  claims  upon  us  may  be  urged  with  especial  force.  I  mean  the 
duty  of  taking  an  active,  decided  stand  upon  the  side  of  virtue  and 
religion.  If  you  once  admit  the  principle  that  I  have  laid  down,  that 
the  measure  of  our  responsibility  is  only  to  be  estimated  by  the  ex- 
tent of  our  opportunities  for  usefulness,  and  for  influence  upon  others, 
then,  without  doubt,  the  responsibilities  of  the  medical  profession  be- 
come almost  fearfully  great.  The  very  nature  of  the  calling  is  that 
of  beneficence  and  love,  and  is  calculated  to  draw  forth  all  the  sympa- 
thies on  the  side  of  what  is  virtuous  and  good.  It  is  not  enough  that 
you  should  have  qualified  yourselves  merely  to  heal  the  bodily  mala- 
dies of  others — this  you  may  do  with  consummate  skill  and  success  ; 
but  if  you  carry  about  you  the  chilling,  desolating  influence  of  the 
skeptic  or  infidel,  lending  the  powerful  weight  of  your  authority 
and  example  to  the  propagation  of  sentiments  which  strike  at  the 
root  of  all  man's  dearest  and  holiest  interests,  both  for  time  and  eter- 
nity, you  will  prove  rather  a  curse  than  a  blessing.  How  many  oc- 
casions will  arrive  for  the  faithful  physician  to  point  out  to  the  wretch- 
ed victim  of  disease,  prostrated  in  mind  and  body,  with  an  energy 
and  eloquence  which  no  other  man  can  use,  the  cause  of  all  his  suf- 
ferings, and  thence  draw  arguments  of  resistless  power  to  enforce  the 
lesson  of  sobriety  and  virtue  ?  Who,  like  the  physician,  can,  for  ex- 
ample, paint  in  the  living,  glowing  language  of  truth,  drawn  from  his 
own  personal  knowledge,  the  terrible  consequences  of  intemperance  ? 
Common  observers  can  see  enough  in  this  desolating  curse,  in  all  ranks 
of  society,  to  make  them  shudder  at  its  blighting  results  ;  but  the 
medical  man  can  alone  properly  estimate  the  deleterious  effects  of 
that  insidious  poison,  poured  day  after  day,  and  night  after  night,  in- 
to the  recesses  of  the  vital  organs,  inflaming  their  substance,  paralyz- 
ing their  action,  and  drying  up  the  very  fountain  of  existence.  Who, 
like  him,  can  so  graphically,  because  so  truthfully,  portray  before  the 
mind  of  some  generous-hearted  youth — it  may  be  the  hope  and  pride 
of  fond  and  doting  parents,  occupying  a  high  position  in  society,  but 
unhappily  ensnared  in  the  fell  embraces  of  this  destroyer  of  his  peace 
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and  health,  and  brought,  in  consequence,  under  his  professional  care — 
who,  we  say,  like  the  faithful  physician,  can  delineate,  as  upon  the  liv- 
ing canvas  of  truth  and  reality,  the  downward  course  of  the  wretch- 
ed inebriate,  sooner  or  later  to  terminate  in  that  appalling  disease 
known  as  the  delirium  tremens  ?  May  there  not  be  some  reason  to 
hope  that  he,  who  has  listened  in  vain  to  admonitions  on  this  subject 
from  all  other  sources,  may  lend  an  ear  when  the  warning  is  faithful- 
ly uttered  by  his  physician — one  with  whom  he  is  associated  by  a  pe- 
culiar tie — one  whom  he  honors  and  respects — as  he  persuasively  en- 
deavors to  win  him  back  from  the  seductive  influence  of  this  enemy  of 
his  happiness  ? 

"Let  me  urge  upon  you,  then,  graduates  in  medicine,  the  rising 
guardians  of  that  noble  profession,  second  only  in  importance  and  it- 
fluence  to  that  of  the  sacred  ministry,  to  take  your  stand  at  once,  and 
decidedly,  in  this  matter.  Be,  first  of  all,  living  witnesses  for  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  of  every  other  virtue  in  your  own  selves — 
for,  otherwise,  all  your  admonitions  to  others  will  fall  powerless  and 
unheeded — and  then,  to  the  all-powerful  weight  of  your  own  bright 
and  consistent  examples,  add  that  of  your  professional  influence,  au- 
thority and  counsel. —  Sat.  Ere.  Express. 


THE  FEES  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

In  this  city,  as  in  many  other  places,  the  physicians  have  been  dis- 
coursing lately  or  the  propriety  of  revising  their  fee-bills.  In  several 
places  they  have  increased  their  charges  all  around  ;  for  what  their 
fathers  charged  one  dollar  they  propose  to  charge  two.  Here,  while 
there  seems  to  be  a  general  inclination  to  increase  the  rates  of  charge, 
there  is  much  objection  to  binding  themselves  to  a  fixed  tariff  ;  and 
in  the  Academy  of  Medicine  the  fee-bill  has  been  put  aside  indefinite- 
ly. This  course  is  not,  however,  by  any  means,  an  indication  that 
they  are  satisfied  with  their  old  fees,  or  will  decline  to  charge  for  ser- 
vices in  proper  ratio  to  the  increased  cost  of  living.  The  laborer  gets 
two  dollars  where  formerly  he  got  one.  The  lawyer  charges  ten  for 
what  his  father  was  satisfied  to  ask  five  for.  The  penny-a-liner  now 
wants  two  pence  for  his  item,  and  the  preacher  has  a  call  in  another 
direction,  if  they  offer  no  more  in  his  parish  than  was  deemed  ample 
for  his  predecessor.    Why  should  the  doctor,  who  works  harder  than 
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any  of  them,  aud  cannot  collect  half  his  dues,  suffer  an  exception  to 
the  rule  of  advances  in  payment  ? 

But  the  dollar  he  charges  now  is  only  worth  the  half-dollar  his  old 
partner  charged.  It  gets  only  half  as  much  flour,  or  half  as  much 
meat,  and  it  takes  twice  as  many  of  them  to  buy  a  coat  as  his  old 
partner  gave.  Butchers  will  not  make  a  deduction  of  fifty  per  cent, 
to  physicians,  nor  will  the  grocer  put  his  tea  and  coffee  and  smoked 
beef  down  at  half-price  to  the  regular  M.  D.  Seeing,  then,  for  all 
his  necessaries  and  his  luxuries  he  must  pay  twice  as  much  as  his  fa- 
ther paid,  he  should  receive  twice  as  large  a  bonus  for  the  sleepless 
nights  and  doleful  days  that  his  tarrying  by  the  sick  man's  bed  makes 
the  still  chamber  cheerful. 

But  while  the  doctors  are  regulating  their  monetary  matters,  we 
would  suggest  one  radical  change.  Let  them  forswear  the  credit  sys- 
tem utterly,  and  make  cash  payments  the  rule.  Other  men  do  it,  and 
do  well  by  the  policy.  Your  credit-giving  merchants  are  always  mak- 
ing men  angry  with  their  dunning  letters.  Your  credit-giving  grocers 
are  the  ones  that  are  always  in  trouble  about  the  bills  they  l'ender, 
and  whom  you  conclude  are  dishonest  because  their  account  and  your 
recollections  cannot  be  made  to  agree.  Giving  credit  in  these  small 
matters  is  an  old  fogy  custom,  which  deserves  to  be  exploded  before 
another  New-Year's  Day.  Then  we  never  saw  a  sick  man  who  didn't 
believe  his  doctor  cheap  at  any  price,  but  when  he  gets  well  his  doc- 
tor is  "  a  terrible  fellow  for  a  bill!"  While  the  pain  lasts,  or  as  it 
first  begins  to  abate,  the  dollar  goes  over  to  the  good  man  who 
brought  the  assuaging  draught  as  easy  as  for  a  drink  or  a  dinner. 
But  how  it  seems  to  be  picked  out  from  among  the  heart-strings  when 
the  pain  is  forgotten  !  "  All  that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  for  his 
life"  when  he  is  in  danger  of  losing  it,  but  when  he  is  well  he  will  pal- 
ter and  argue,  aud  pinch  a  half-eagle  that  is  demanded  as  "  its  equiv- 
alent." 

The  people  are  ripe  for  the  change.  Not  all  of  them,  indeed,  for 
there  are  men  who  are  great  patrons  of  the  doctor,  who  always  move 
out  of  the  city  before  it  is  convenient  to  pay,  and  they  would  think  it 
very  small  business  to  be  paying  for  every  call  when  it  is  made.  But 
"  paying  subscribers"  always  want  to  know  the  paper's  price  before 
subscribing,  and  dying  patients  would  die  easier  with  only  one  call  for 
their  executors  to  settle  for  ;  or,  if  that  is  their  fate,  couvalesce  more 
rapidly  with  no  debt  of  indefinite  size  ahead  to  eclipse  their  bright 
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prospects.  "  Pay  as  you  go,"  sick  man,  and  you'll  appreciate  your 
doctor  better,  and  prevent  half  his  unnecessary  calls.  Let  the  doc- 
tor demand  pay  as  he  goes,  and  he  will  strive  the  harder  to  make  his 
services  valuable,  save  himself  a  world  of  annoyance,  double  his  an- 
nual income,  and  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  when  he  is  conferring 
charity  and  when  working  for  hire. — Daily  Tints. 


THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

If  we  credited  all  that  the  croakers  say,  we  should  conclude  that 
our  profession,  at  home  and  abroad,  is  in  a  very  bad  way.  The  Eng- 
lish medical  journals  are  full  of  complaints — Quackery  is  described  as 
being  everywhere  prosperous  in  that  realm  ;  all  the  desirable  places 
are  filled  with  bad  men,  and  all  the  good  men  are  out  of  place;  pre- 
tenders are  growing  rich,  while  the  physicians  of  real  merit  are  starv- 
ing. And  these  grumbletonians  point  to  America  as  the  "  paradise 
of  legitimate  medicine!"  Their  brethren  on  this  side  of  the  "great 
waters  "  must  be  amused.  Here,  where  the  profession  of  medicine  is 
becoming  every  day  more  and  more  degraded;  where  the  quacks  have 
it  all  their  own  way;  where  "  old  fogyism  "  is  triumphant,  and  "  young 
physic"  neglected,  slighted,  ignored — this  is  the  paradise  of  doctors! 
Truly,  if  these  things  are  so,  there  can  hardly  be  a  worse  calling  than 
our  time-honored  profession.  But  they  are  not  true.  Things  might 
be  better  than  they  are,  but  they  are  not  half  so  bad  as  these  hypo- 
chondriacs represent  them  to  be.  Quackery  is  prevalent  and  pesti- 
lent, but  it  is  not  over-riding  and  over-shadowing  legitimate  medicine. 
Quacks  are  not  getting  all  the  good  fees,  though  they  are  receiving 
too  many.  Medical  science  was  never  before  making  so  sure  and  ra- 
pid progress,  and  it  is  establishing  itself  more  and  more  securely  in 
the  confidence  of  men.  The  medical  profession  never  held  a  higher 
rank  among  human  avocations  than  it  does  at  the  present  day,  and 
was  never  entitled  to  a  higher  one.  We  do  ourselves  injustice  by  these 
exaggerated  accounts  of  the  success  of  quackery,  and  these  complaints 
about  the  decline  of  the  profession.  "  How  comes  it  to  pass,"  we 
know  it  was  asked  a  long  time  ago,  "  that  no  man  is  contented  with 
his  lot  ?"  Perhaps  it  is  not  well  that  we  should  be  contented  with 
our  present  state,  for  then  we  should  not  improve;  but  on  the  other 
hand  we  gain  nothing  by  these  sorrowful  pictures  which  we  draw  of 
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the  condition  of  legitimate  medicine,  and  which  must  be  infinitely 
pleasing  to  the  "  irregulars." — Louisville.  Western  Journal. 


CHOLERA  . 

Cholera  in  Great  Britain. — We  regret  to  state  that  the  fears 
we  expressed  that  this  disease  would  reappear  in  Great  Britain,  on 
the  approach  of  spring,  have  been  realized.  The  epidemic  has  already 
shown  itself  in  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland.  We  shall  give  the 
particulars,  as  far  as  they  have  reached  us. 

Cholera  in  England. — Leeds  has  the  misfortune  to  stand  first  in 
the  present  year  as  the  scene  of  the  cholera's  ravages.  It  broke  out 
among  the  work  people  engaged  in  the  flax-spinning  mill  of  John  Wil- 
kinson &  Co.,  one  of  the  most  respectable  firms  in  this  district,  and  a 
mill  which  for  salubrity,  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  care  of  the  ope- 
ratives, has  always  ranked  among  the  very  best.  Dr.  Gavin,  one  of 
the  inspectors  of  the  Board,  was  dispatched  to  inspect  the  neighbor- 
hoods where  the  cholera  had  made  its  appearance  within  the  last  few 
weeks.  Dr.  Gavin,  on  his  arrival  at  Leeds,  first  inspected  the  flax 
mills  of  the  Messrs.  Wilkins,  where  the  disease  first  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  on  the  same  day  reported  to  the  sanitary  committee  of  the 
town  that  he  considered  the  outbreak  arose  from  the  stagnant  condi- 
tion of  the  River  Aire,  which  had  become  interrupted  in  its  current, 
and  from  a  large  depot  of  manure  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
belonging  to  the  corporation.  The  committee,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  Gavin,  ordered  the  immediate  removal  of  the  manure  and  other 
rubbish  collected  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  mills.  The  following 
day  Dr.  Gavin  inspected  the  township  of  Leeds,  Holbeck,  Hunslet, 
Beeton,  and  Rothwell,  all  of  which  he  found  in  a  very  filthy  state, 
and  through  the  committee  ordered  immediate  sanitary  steps  to  be 
taken  towards  their  cleansing.  The  number  of  cases  of  cholera  as- 
certained up  to  the  present  time  amount  to  forty,  of  which  sixteen 
have  proved  fatal. 

At  Castleford,  cholera  has  made  its  outbreak  "in  its  most  frightful 
form,  and  it  is  not  confined  to  any  class  or  situation."  Castleford  was 
so  severely  attacked  in  1849,  that  it  was  afterwards  placed  under  the 
Public  Health  Ad,  as  the  inspector  reported  it  as  one  of  the  most 
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unhealthy  places  in  England,  yet  capable  of  being  made  one  of  the 
most  healthy.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  no  means  were  taken  to  car- 
ry out  the  recommendations  for  the  improvement  of  the  public  hygiene, 
and  even  now,  although  the  cases  are  of  the  most  virulent  and  alarm- 
ing nature,  and  some  of  the  sufferers  are  in  abject  poverty,  we  are  in- 
formed that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  relieve  them  or  administer 
to  any  of  their  requirements. 


Cholera  in  Ireland. — Cholera,  of  a  very  malignant  type,  has  bro- 
ken out  at  a  place  called  Calinconlish,  in  the  county  of  Limerick. 

The  disease  also  broke  out  on  the  21st  of  February,  at  Kanturk. 
It  first  appeared  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  from,  as  the  guardians 
think,  the  inmates  getting  water  in  lieu  of  milk,  sweetened  with  su- 
gar, and  Indian-meal  gruel  for  breakfast.  In  the  filthy  localities  out- 
side of  the  workhouse,  it  has  assumed  a  most  virulent  type,  and  com- 
mitted great  ravages.  Since  the  21st  ult.  there  have  been  thirty  ca- 
ses in  the  workhouse,  and  twelve  in  the  town.  Of  the  former  four- 
teen, and  of  the  latter  eight,  proved  fatal.  Last  week  a  poor  woman 
was  brought  to  the  workhouse  in  the  last  stage  of  the  disease,  and 
died  within  an  hour.  She  was  found  dying  on  the  road,  but  such  is 
the  dread  of  the  disease  that  no  one  would  admit  her  into  their  house. 
The  characteristic  type  of  the  disease  is,  that  the  patient  does  not 
suffer  from  spasms  or  cramps,  but  is  carried  off  in  a  few  hours,  and  in 
some  cases  in  less  than  an  hour.  When  the  abject  wretchedness  and 
squalid  misery  of  the  people  are  considered,  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  they  are  afflicted  with  so  direful  a  disease.  In  the  most 
wretched  hovels,  called  cabins,  young  and  old  of  both  sexes,  to  the 
number  of  fifty,  sleep  huddled  together,  while  their  daily  and  in  many 
instances  only  diet,  consists  of  raw  turnips,  as  they  cannot  even  pro- 
cure fuel. 

The  Cork  Examiner  states  that  "  the  disease,  so  far  as  the  town  is 
concerned,  rages  chiefly  in  the  district  called  Bluepool,  a  number  of 
mud  cabins  extending  to  a  considerable  distance  on  the  road  to  Cork. 
At  the  period  of  the  late  flood,  these  low-lying  habitations  were  com- 
pletely inundated,  and  their  wretched  occupants,  being  unable  to  pur- 
chase the  luxury  of  a  fire,  have  been  since  laboring  under  the  misery 
which  damp  and  mouldy  walls  generate — a  fitting  precursor  for  chole- 
ra. But  there  is  another  matter  connected  with  these  habitations  to 
which  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 
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As  we  passed  through  them  we  observed,  opposite  almost  every  house, 
the  old  evil  of  the  Irish  cabin,  the  dungheap — some  in  solid,  some  in 
a  half  liquid  state;  but  all  reeking  up  an  offensive  effluvium,  if  not 
calculated  absolutely  to  generate  cholera,  certain  at  least  to  increase 
its  ravages." 

The  following  report  by  Dr.  Barry  will  show  the  progress  of  the 
disease  in  the  Kantuck  poorhouse  from  its  first  appearance  up  to  the 
present  date  :  "  No  case  of  cholera  has  appeared  in  the  house  since 
the  20th  inst.  The  total  number  affected,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  outbreak  up  to  this  date,  was  45  ;  the  deaths  were  21  ;  six  were 
discharged  cured  ;  and  eighteen  remain  as  convalescent.  Of  exter- 
nal cases  received  into  the  hospital  there  were  27  ;  of  whom  13  died  ; 
6  were  discharged  cured,  and  8  were  convalescent  ;  thus  making  the 
total  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  workhouse  hospital,  72  ;  the 
deaths,  34  ;  and  remaining  under  treatment,  26.  I  have  strong  hopes 
that  these  will  recover,  with  the  exception  of  one  patient,  who  had 
suffered  from  severe  premonitory  symptoms  during  the  consecutive  fe- 
ver. Since  the  21st  inst.,  two  cases  have  occurred  in  the  town,  and 
Dr.  O'Neil,  whose  appointment  to  the  Cholera  Hospital  I  mentioned 
some  time  since,  is,  I  am  happy  to  say,  completely  convalescent,  after, 
a  very  severe  attack  of  the  epidemic.  The  entire  number  attacked 
up  to  the  present,  including  the  town  cases  and  those  of  the  work- 
house, was  129,  of  whom  51  died,  12  were  cured,  and  66  remain  un- 
der treatment."  The  reports  from  the  north  are  altogether  favorable. 
Belfast  is  quite  free  from  cholera.  Some  cases  had  occurred  at  Larne, 
but  there,  too,  all  traces  of  the  disease  have  disappeared,  and  a  simi- 
lar account  comes  from  Carrickfergus,  where  but  a  few  days  since  it 
was  feared  that  the  pestilence  had  taken  firm  root.  In  Cork,  unhap- 
pily, cholera  still  shows  itself  in  isolated  cases.  One  of  its  first  vic- 
tims of  any  note  has  been  Captain  William  Ilenry  Hopkiuson,  of  the 
62d  Regiment,  who  died  at  Fermoy  barracks,  after  an  illness  of  but 
six  hours'  duration,  accompanied  by  intense  agony. 

Some  cases  have  been  reported  in  the  country  districts,  as  also  three 
cases  in  the  workhouse  at  Mallow. 


Cholera  in  Scotland. — Cholera  is  again  prevalent  in  Glasgow.  On 
Saturday  week  there  were  10  deaths  from  it  in  the  city  parish  and  5  in  the 
barony  parish;  on  Sunday,  16 in  the  former,  and  1 1  inthe  latter;  on  Mon- 
day, 10  in  the  former,  and  6  in  the  latter;  and  on  Tuesday,  14  in  the  city 
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parish.  The  following  statement  shows  the  progress  of  the  disease  in 
Glasgow  during  the  past  week  :  City  parish  cases,  280;  deaths,  94; 
barony  parish  cases,  118;  deaths,  49.  Gorbals  and  Govau  (Thurs- 
day,) 3  cases.  At  the  latest  accounts  the  disease  was  committing 
great  ravages;  1,200  had  occurred.  The  disease  appeared  with  great 
virulence  at  Chapelhall  and  Calderbank,  near  Airdrie,  on  Saturday. 
The  fury  of  the  disease  was  chiefly  concentrated  in  the  latter  place  ; 
from  Saturday  morning  till  the  forenoon  of  Monday  there  were  not 
less  than  30  cases  and  9  deaths.  The  disease  still  continues  in  Airdrie 
and  vicinity  with  considerable  severity.  The  first  case  took  place  on 
Thursday  week  ;  and  from  that  time  until  Wednesday  evening  9  ca- 
ses had  occurred,  of  which  6  had  proved  fatal.  "  In  the  most  of 
these,"  says  the  Falkirk  Herald,  "  the  dwellings  occupied  by  the  vic- 
tims were  exceedingly  filthy." 

Is  Cholera  Contagious  ? — The  special  direct  evidence  alleged  in 
favor  of  the  contagious  nature  of  cholera,  consists  of  three  classes  of 
facts.  The  first  is,  that  in  a  vast  majority  of  the  instances  in  which 
the  introduction  of  the  disease  into  a  town,  or  smaller  community,  has 
been  traced  to  human  intercourse,  the  seeming  vehicle  of  the  infection 
has  been  a  person  or  persons  actually  infected  with  the  disease.  The  sec- 
ond is,  that  persons  who  have  washed  or  handled  the  clothes,  linen  or 
bedding  of  cholera  patients,  have  frequently  themselves  become  affected. 
The  third  class  of  facts  is  constituted  by  the  attacks  of  the  disease  expe- 
rienced by  nurses  and  other  attendants  of  the  sick.  The  evidence  of 
the  first  kind  is  clearly  not  conclusive.  With  regard  to  the  second, 
our  information  when  analyzed  is  found  to  afford  very  scanty  evidence 
of  a  satisfactory  kind,  in  favor  of  the  theory  of  contagion.  With  re- 
gard to  the  third,  it  is  conceded  that  there  are  instances  recorded  of 
the  seeming  communication  of  the  disease,  more  readily  explicable  by 
the  theory  of  contagion  than  on  any  other  principle.  But  we  have 
no  evidence  that  is  conclusive.  The  question,  whether  contagion  is 
an  occasional  cause  of  the  propagation  of  the  disease,  is  therefore 
left  in  doubt.  It  may  be,  that  more  extended  observations  will  prove 
that  all  of  the  above  classes  of  facts  are  usually  due  to  a  contagious 
property  of  the  disease  ;  but  even  then  the  evidence  will  only  show 
that  the  human  body  forms  one  of  the  nidus  for  the  reproduction  of 
the  poison  ;  that  contagion  bears  a  small  part  in  the  propagation  of 
the  epidemic  ;  that  comparatively  few  persons  are  susceptible  of  its 
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influence,  and  that  by  proper  sanitary  precautions  it  may  be  almost 
entirely  disarmed  of  its  power. — Dr.  Baly's  Report  on  Cholera. 

Pathology  of  Cholera. — Some  authors  have  referred  the  morbid 
changes  to  a  catarrhal  condition,  others  have  regarded  the  disease  as  a 
form  of  serous  hemorrhage,  and  the  Berlin  pathologists,  whose  atten- 
tion was  particularly  arrested  by  the  occurrence  of  amorphous 
granular  fibrin  in  and  upon  the  affected  surface  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, designate  it  a  destructive  diphtheritic  inflammation.  We  be- 
lieve that  for  the  present  such  generalizations,  however  plausible, 
are  of  little  value,  and  that  we  arrest  inquiry  by  their  adoption.  The 
depression  of  the  capillary  power — the  extreme  exhaustion  of  the 
great  ganglionic  nerves  centres  in  the  abdomen— the  passive  charac- 
ter of  the  lesions  of  the  mucous  membrane — its  normal  action  being 
reversed  to  a  fatal  exosmosis — are  peculiar  to  cholera,  and  give  it  an 
individuality  which  forbids  our  merging  it  for  the  present  in  any  gene- 
ral category.' — Dr.  Gull's  Report  on  Cholera. 

Cost  of  Cholera  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. — Mr.  J.  B.  Hume, 
the  Chief  Commissioner,  from  evidence  that  had  been  laid  before  him, 
has  made  a  calculation  that  the  epidemic  has  cost  the  town  £3,800 
for  medicines  and  burials  alone,  and  would  cost  it  nearly  £50  a  week 
for  eight  years  to  support  the  widows  and  destitute — nearly  £30,000. 
In  addition  to  this  sum,  he  said,  some  thousands  of  pounds  had  been 
collected  and  distributed  by  the  vicar.  There  are  also  200  benefit  so- 
cieties in  the  town,  and  taking  the  average  loss  at  £500  each,  made 
£10,000  more. — Med.  News. 


HOMOEOPATHY. 

"If  we  may  judge  by  our  library  table  (says  the  Athenaum,)- 
Homoeopathy  is  not  in  1854  what  it  was  in  1851.  However 
frequently  new  delusions  arise  to  occupy  the  human  mind,  there  is 
a  sure  and  inevitable  law  by  which  the  old  one  dies.  Homoeopa- 
thy is  evidently  hastening  towards  the  limbo  of  forgetfulness  into 
which  table-turning  and  spirit-rapping  have  within  the  last  few  months 
been  so  hastily  precipitated,  and  where  faith  in  witchcraft,  hobgob- 
lins, astrology,  alchemy,  and  the  great  sea-serpent  have  gone  before." 


256 


THE  NEW-YORK 


[The  Georgia  Blister  and  Critic  thus  sports  its  badinage  upon 
Globulists.    Dr.  Ramsay  holds  a  sharp  pen.] 

Homoeopathy— Like  Cures  Like. 

The  latest  discovery  in  science  is  that  a  Homoeopath  lias  a  gall 
stone  which  he  intends  to  give  to  the  next  patient  he  sees  with 
the  bilious  colic.  He  is  an  honest  fellow,  for  he  carries  out  his  creed. 
We  hope  all  the  Homoeopaths  in  our  city  will  practise  upon  their  legi- 
timate principles,  and  no  longer  intrude  upon  our  premises.  We  deny 
to  any  of  the  crowd  the  right  to  take  our  medicine,  only  from  Allopa- 
thic hands.  If  you  break  one  leg,  just  go  and  break  the  other  and 
cure  it;  this  is  your  doctrine,  and  please  stick  to  it.  We  do  not  like 
to  be  screwed  too  tight  in  our  own  bed ;  so  ye  Homoeopaths,  when  you 
stump  one  toe,  just  go  and  stump  the  other  and  get  well  in  less  than 
no  time.  That's  your  doctrine— that's  your  surgery,  and  we  charge 
you  nothing  for  the  prescription.  If  a  man  strikes  you  on  one  cheek, 
turn  the  other  and  let  him  smite  it — -that's  the  cure.  It  is  Homoeo- 
pathic ;  it  is  Christian ;  it  is  easy  to  bear — a  perfect  Panacea  for  broken 
bones,  arms  and  slapped  cheeks.  We  advise  all  our  Rail  Road  Com- 
panies to  get  the  patent  and  carry  it  along  the  route — if  one  engine 
runs  off,  just  run  off  another;  that  runs  both  on,  heals  all  the  wounds, 
and  sets  all  the  broken  bones.  Homoeopathy  is  a  great  system,  it  is 
so  easy.  This  is  a  great  world.  We  are  great  people.  All  revul- 
sives are  nought  but  similia,  similibus,  curantnr,  is  the  spice  of  the 
age;  here  we  go,  the  whistle  squeals,  all  aboard,  here  we  go,  like  cures 
like,  toothache  cures  toothache — the  hair  of  the  dog  cures  the  bite,  or 
just  be  bit  again. 

In  conclusion,  if  any  Homoeopath  should  cross  a  mocasin  and  get 
bit,  just  turn  the  other  foot  and  let  the  reptile  bite  that — like  cures 
like,  snakebite  cures  snakebite.  Great  system.  Beautiful  theory, 
and  splendid  practice.  Oh,  dear  me  !  hold  !  !  or  we  faint!  !  !  but 
like  cures  like,  and  we  can  just  faint  again  and  get  well !  !  ! ! 


ON  THE  INTERNAL  USE  OF  CHLOROFORM 

By  Henry  Hartshorne,  M.  D..  Philadelphia. 

Siuce  1848,  when  some  account  was  given  in  this  journal  of  experi- 
ments with  chloroform,  internally  administered,  it  has  been  variously 
and  extensively  used  by  practitioners  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
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It  is  now  generally  recoguized  as  being,  when  so  used,  a  narcotic  of  the 
mildest  and  yet  most  powerful  character,  and  as  possessing  in  its  pun- 
gency also  a  quality  which  recommends  it  in  some  cases  above  other 
anodynes. 

The  object  of  this  article  is  chiefly  to  make  some  remarks  upon  its 
dose  and  mode  of  administration.  Many  practitioners  within  the 
writer's  knowledge  hesitate,  from  their  recollection  of  its  power  as  an 
anaesthetic,  to  give  it  in  doses  of  more  than  a  few  drops;  and  as  the 
drop  is  exceedingly  small,  such  doses  are  really  often  insignificant. 
The  writer  can  assert,  from  positive  experience,  that  a  fluidrachm  of 
chloroform,  taken  by  the  stomach,  is  not  more  than  equal,  in  soporific 
effects,  to  30  or  35  drops  of  laudanum.  In  doses  of  50  to  75  drops 
(about  15  minims,)  I  have  given  it  every  half  hour  for  several  hours 
together.  It  differs  from  the  opiate  preparations  in  the  promptness  of 
its  hypnotic  action,  the  much  shorter  period  of  its  duration,  a  less 
degree  of  cerebral  oppression,  and  the  absence  of  all  stimulus  to  the 
circulation.  It  might  be  called  a  'diffusible  narcotic,'  comparing  in 
this  respect  with  opium  as  ammonia  does  with  alcohol.  To  produce 
much  effect  with  it,  repeated  doses,  at  short  intervals,  will  be  neces- 
sary. 

The  pungent  property,  already  alluded  to,  causes  it  to  require  plen- 
tiful dilation,  which  is,  of  course,  facilitated  by  the  addition  of  some 
demulcent.  Perhaps  the  orgeat  syrup  is  the  best.  Every  fluidrachm 
of  chloroform  should  have  at  least  two  fluid  ounces  of  water  with  it 
when  taken;  and  it  will  need,  if  in  ordinary  gum  mucilage,  consider- 
able agitation  to  resuspend  the  particles  immediately  before  swallow- 
ing. When  taken  in  aqueous  mixture  alone,  however,  unless  in  very 
small  doses,  it  produces  nausea  with  some  persons.  This  is  entirely 
prevented  by  the  addition  of  a  strong  aromatic,  or,  still  better,  by 
giving  the  chloroform  in  aromatic  tincture.  From  the  ready  solution 
and  kindred  action  of  camphor  with  chloroform,  their  combination 
has  become  a  very  common  one.  For  many  purposes,  however,  a 
still  better  preparation  is  a  sort  of  chloroform  paregoric,  or  tincture 
(if  chloroform,  e.  g. — K.  Chloroform  f  3ij;  sp.  camph.  et  tint.  opii.  aa 
f3iss;  01.  clnnamom.  gtt.  viij;  Alcohol  f  3  uj.  M.  et  fiat  tinctura. 
Dose,  from  5  to  30  minims,  or  more,  as  required. 

The  most  admirable  effects  have  been  witnessed  from  the  adminis- 
tration of  chloroform,  as  above  combined,  in  malignant  cholera.  Iu 
the  summer  of  1849,  my  attention  was  first  called  to  it  while  attend- 
Vt 
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ing  a  very  severe  case  of  cholera  with  the  late  Prof.  W.  E.  Horner. 
The  prompt  ami  signal  restoration  accomplished  in  that  case,  from  a 
state  of  collapse,  was  evidently  due  to  the  exhibition  by  Prof.  Horner, 
every  five  minutes,  of  a  few  drops  of  a  combination  of  chloroform,  oil 
of  camphor,  and  laudanum,  with  ice,  and  warm  frictions,  externally. 
The  writer's  conviction  was  very  strong  that  the  short  interval  be- 
tween the  doses  was  an  important  item  in  the  treatment. —  Southern 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


THE  NEW  ORGAN. 

[From  the  Virginia  Medieal  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

At  the  late  annual  session  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Virginia,  held 
in  this  city,  it  was  impossible  to -avoid  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  true  object  of  that  meeting  was  not  to  contribute  to  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  science,  not  to  harmonize  the  profession  or  add  to  the 
dignity  of  the  doctorate,  but  to  consummate  a  scheme  for  publishing 
in  Richmond  a  society  organ  ;  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  retain 
in  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals  in  this  place  whatever  power  or  pa- 
tronage the  Society  might  possess,  leaving  to  the  four  hundred  mem- 
bers scattered  throughout  the  State  the  agreeable  duty  of  coming  up, 
like  the  Israelites  of  old,  once  a  year  to  Jerusalem  to  be  taxed. 

Everything  was  well  arranged  for  the  success  of  this  movement. 
In  the  first  place,  at  least  a  third  of  those  present  were  in  some  way 
or  other  interested  personally  in  its  success.  The  President  in  his  ad- 
dress enlarged  upon  its  advantages.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Journal 
Committee.  The  Treasurer,  after  reporting  a  deficit  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  declared  that  the  Journal  would  soon  rectify  this  evil  and  fill 
the  treasury  to  overflowing.  This  officer  was  a  member  of  the  Journal 
Committee.  The  Librarian,  too,  told  of  the  Alexandrine  wealth  with 
which  his  shelves  would  groan  under  the  influence  of  this  wonderful 
panacea.  The  Fellows  became  very  anxious  to  know  by  what  lucky 
chance  they  had  fallen  upon  this  brilliant  project  whick  was  to  build 
up  the  society,  replenish  the  treasury,  erect  a  magnificent  hall,  and 
found  a  superb  library.  The  report  of  the  committee  that  elaborated 
this  plan  is  now  before  us,  and  we  will  lay  before  our  readers  this 
"  new  way  to  pay  old  debts."' 

The  society  becomes  the  owner  of  the  Stethoscope,  which  apparent- 
ly has  not  been  very  profitable  so  far,  for  its  editor  owed  his  printers 
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$2000.  The  society  assumes  the  payment  of  that  debt,  and  in  addition 
gives  to  the  late  editor  $500  for  the  privilege  of  paying  his  old  prin- 
ters' bill.  All  parties  are  delighted  with  the  arrangement.  The  late 
editor  transfers  his  debt  of  $2000,  and  receives  a  bonus  of  $500. 
Messrs.  Ritchies  &  Dunnavant  save  themselves  from  the  risk  of  loss, 
and  the  society  becomes  the  owner  of  this  lucrative  organ — that  is, 
when  they  get  possession  of  it;  for  Ritchies  &  Dunnavant  hold  the 
"  Stethoscope"  and  its  subscription  list  until  they  pay  themselves  their 
$2000, — after  that  is  done  they  retain  it  until  they  are  paid  at  the  rate 
of  $116  a  month,  or  $1392  a  year,  for  printing  this  Journal.  Now 
the  society  were  told  by  this  same  committee,  in  Charlottesville,  that 
they  had  offers  from  responsible  printers  to  undertake  this  work  for 
less  than  $1000  annually.  Then  if  the  Stethoscope  in  three  years 
involved  its  proprietor  to  the  amount  of  $2000,  how  long  will  it  take 
to  pay  this  debt,  and  $500  of -purchase  money,-and  $1392  a  year  for 
work  which  we  were  told  would  cost  $1000  or  less — besides  building 
a  hall,  filling  the  treasury,  and  supporting  a  financial  editor  ? 

The  committee,  however,  are  charmed  with  their  bargain,  for  have 
they  not  $2500  in  unpaid  subscriptions  ?  They  consider  these  as 
cash;  (yes,  dear  members  of  the  fraternity,  keep  your  risible  muscles 
as  composed  as  possible,)  and  therefore  the  Society  owes  nothing. 
Of  course,  then,  Ritchies  &  Dunnavant  will  take  these  delinquent 
subscriptions  and  exonerate  the  Society.  These  experienced  publish- 
ers decline  that  offer.  They  have  known  these  debts  to  be  some- 
times doubtful.  But  still  they  will  be  liberal.  If  the  Society  will 
leave  their  scientific  researches  for  a  year  or  two,  and  act  as  agents, 
drummers,  and  whippers-in  for  the  "  Stethoscope,"  the  debts  of  the 
late  editor  will  be  paid  without  having  to  call  on  the  Society's  treas- 
ury, which  is  a  very  lucky  circumstance,  as  there  is  a  yearly  deficit  re- 
ported of  about  $150. 

Everything,  then,  is  concluded,  and  the  editors  elect  proceed  to  tell 
of  their  subscription  list  of  900,  put  down  as  cash  again  ;  every  one 
paying  them  much  better  than  they  paid  our  friend,  the  late  editor. 
By  way  of  rapidly  enlarging  their  circulation,  they  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing method  of  soliciting  subscriptions,  which  we  would  recommend 
to  all  our  friends  who  are  wanting  in  those  great  essentials.  They 
sent  150  copies  to  different  persons  ;  they  print  on  the  cover,  the 
post  office  law  rigorously  enforced  ;"  none  being  returned,  after  the 
second  number,  they  are  all  counted  as  subscribers  !" 
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The  Society,  of  course,  could  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  adopt  so 
brilliant  a  scheme  as  this,  although  there  was  not  entire  unanimity, 
the  vote  stauding  32  to  23,  some  persons  never  being  willing  to  listen 
to  reason,  and  others  being  disinclined  to  break  down  individual  en- 
terprise, in  order  to  enable  Messrs.  Ritchies  &  Dunnavant  to  collect 
their  old  debts.  However,  the  act  was  consummated,  and  the  domi- 
nant majority  proceeded  to  return  thanks  and  pay  compliments.  They 
proposed  to  thank  the  late  publishers  for  the  inestimable  privilege 
they  had  bestowed  upon  them.  Then  they  resolved  all  to  support  the 
Society  organ  to  the  death;  and  thirdly,  they  offered  to  speak  a  good 
word  for  the  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  ;  ■provided  its  ed- 
itors would  fledge  themselves  not  to  attack  their  organ.  In  other  words, 
this  Journal  was  to  sell  its  liberty  for  a  paltry  compliment,  to  sacrifice 
the  respect  of  the  independent  profession,  and  bow  at  the  shrine  of 
the  thirty-two  fellows.  The  conductor^  of  this  Journal  declined,  t/ie. 
'proposition.  Nay,  more  !  appealing  to  that  high-toned  Virginia  pub- 
lic for  whose  approbation  and  support  they  have  earnestly  labored, 
they  commit  themselves  and  their  Journal  positively  in  opposition  to 
this  movement  of  a  small  section  of  the  profession  in  and  around 
Richmond,  and  aided  by  a  rapidly  increasing  baud  of  earnest  friends 
and  well-wishers,  they  will  never  cease  to  strive,  until  this  Society  Is 
rescued  from  the  bonds  which  have  so  long  restricted  its  usefulness, 
and  become  in  truth,  what  its  name  purports  to  be,  The  Medical  Soci- 
ly  of  Virginia. — M. 


CHLOROFORM . 

The  interesting  question,  whether  an  increased  quantity  of  chloro- 
form was  required  to  produce  anaesthesia  in  an  individual  accustomed 
to  its  use,  having  been  mooted,  Dr.  Bolton  argued  that  it  was  not  ,  and 
cited  the  remarkable  case  of  Johnson,  a  blacksmith  of  Richmond,  who 
used  gallons  of  chloroform  in  maintaining  himself  for  months  in  an 
almost  constant  state  of  inebriation,  and  who,  at  the  end  of  this  pe- 
riod, found  that  the  same  quantity  of  chloroform  produced  the  same 
effects  as  at  the  beginning. 

Dr.  Otis  then  observed,  that  this  testimony  was  in  accordance  with 
the  rule  laid  down  by  Flourens,  "  that  substances  exerting  a  poison- 
ous effect  upou  all  the  members  of  the  animal  kingdom  could  not  be 
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ministered  to  the  human  subject  in  progressively  increased  doses,"  and 
developed  this  idea  somewhat  at  length. 

We  may  elucidate  this  principle  in  a  few  words.  Opium,  to  take  a 
common  example,  at  the  dose  of  a  scrapie,  is  certainly  an  energetic 
poison.  But  an  opium-eater  becomes  habituated  to  much  larger  do- 
ses. Now,  many  animals  eat  the  poppy  with  impunity,  and  it  has  par- 
asites like  the  most  innocuous  plants.  Hydrocyanic  acid,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  poison  to  all  animals,  and  habit  does  not  in  the  least  dimin- 
ish its  effects  ;  the  dose,  therefore,  cannot  be  raised  with  impunity. 
An  individual  who  had  been  taking  prussic  acid  medicinally  for  months 
would  be  destroyed  by  a  grain  of  the  anhydrous  acid  as  surely  as  one 
who  had  never  taken  it  at  all. 

Chloroform  produces  its  effects  on  all  the  beings  of  the  organic 
scale.  Even  vegetables,  as  proved  by  the  experiments  on  the  sensitive 
mimosa,  are  subject  to  its  influence.  We  inferred,  therefore,  that, 
habit  would  have  no  effect  in  diminishing  its  influence  on  the  human 
individual  :  an  inference  which  is  sustained  by  the  results  of  clinical 
observation. 

Christison  and  Taylor  deny  the  correctness  of  this  rule  in  the  case 
of  arsenic,  and  regard  the  narratives  of  "  arsenic-eaters"  as  fabulous. 
Bourchardat  and  Flandin,  however,  present  many  facts  in  opposition  to 
this  opinion  of  the  British  toxicologists,  and  we  believe  that  it  is  now 
admitted  that,  in  the  southern  part  of  Germany,  especially,  persons 
accustom  themselves  to  taking  quantities  of  arsenic  which  would  prove 
poisonous  to  adults  generally.  Flandin*  gave  to  animals  one  sixty- 
fifth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic  in  their  food,  and  progressively  augmented 
the  dose  for  nine  months,  until  they  bore  fifteen  grains  with  impuni- 
ty. It  is  a  well-known  fact  among  agriculturalists  that  several  of  the 
lower  animals  are  not  affected  by  considerable  doses  of  arsenic. —  Va. 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour  v. 


EXTEACTS  FROM  AN  ADDRESS 

Dclivere/l  to  the  Graduates  of  the.  College  of  Pharmacy  of  the.  City  of 
New-York, by  the  President,  Mr.  George  J).  CoggeshaU,  at  tht  Stated 
Meeting,  March  16,  1854. 

At  the  close  of  his  address,  on  motion,  the  President  was  requested  to  furnish 
the  Secretary  with  copies,  to  be  offered  for  publication  in  the  New-York  and  in 
the  American  Journals  of  Pharmacy.         By  order. 

F.  A.  Hkoemav.  Secretary. 

*  Traite  des  Poisons.  1.  "37. 
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Gentlemen  Graduates  of  this  College, — 

The  business  of  an  Apothecary,  which  you  are  hereafter  to  pur- 
sue, is  of  a  two-fold  character.  It  is  not  only  that  of  a  shop-keeper, 
In  the  ordinary  sense,  and  in  which  you  are  bound  by  the  ordinary 
rules  of  fair  dealing  with  your  customers  ;  it  comprises  also  the  cares, 
the  duties,  the  full  accountability,  and  the  prerogatives  of  a  most  im- 
portant profession.  "  To  buy  and  sell  and  get  gain,"  to  practise  your 
art  for  emolument,  is  certainly  and  justly  the  ultimate  object  of  your 
pursuit  ;  let  it  not  be,  as  it  too  often  is,  the  first  and  only  controlling 
object.  Far  higher  considerations  of  duty  are  incumbent  upon  you 
than  upon  a  mere  tradesman.  You  are  to  assume  the  great  trust  of 
^preparing  medicines  for  the  sick,  upon  which  are  placed  their  hopes 
of  arresting  disease,  of  restoring  health,  of  saving  life  itself,  or  at 
least  of  alleviating,  so  much  as  human  remedies  can,  hopeless  fatal  suf- 
fering. If  it  be  true  that  "all  that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  for  his 
life,"  so  far  as  the  safety  of  any  one  of  your  fellow-men  may  be  in- 
trusted to  your  care,  it  must  be  held  sacred,  first  of  all  considerations 
for  the  time,  in  the  discharge  of  your  professional  duties  ;  if  emolu- 
ment ensue,  it  is  well,  and  honestly  earned  ;  but  first  of  all,  and  para- 
mount to  all  the  mercenary  impulses  of  trade,  should  be  your  duty, 
your  professional  honor.  Your  calling  is  an  arduous  and  compara- 
tively ill-requited  one.  It  demands  continuous  study,  if  you  would 
keep  up  with  the  constantly  accelerating  progress  of  the  science,  con- 
stant watchfulness  against  frauds  and  adulterations  in  drugs,  careful 
examination  of  the  qualities  of  those  you  select  for  dispensing,  and 
against  their  having  suffered  depreciation  at  the  time  you  use  them, 
that  your  combinations  are  accurately  made  with  accurate  weights 
and  measures.  In  all  these  particulars  you  must  lie  vigilant  and  faith- 
ful. The  immediate  responsibility  of  the  medicines  required  by  the 
sick  rests  upon  you  as  the  dependence  of  last  resort,  upon  whose  skill 
and  integrity  all  hopes  of  restoration  may  be  placed,  and  from  whose 
incapacity,  unfaithfulness,  or  error  there  often  may  be  no  appeal  ;  it 
may  be  too  late  for  a  "  correction  of  errors."  Far  removed  from  the 
sick  chamber  arc  the  counting  house  of  the  importer  and  the  ware- 
house of  the  wholesale  dealer,  where  medicines  are  merchandize,  the 
Trice  Current  outweighs  the  Dispensatory  ;  and  the  anxious  fear,  the 
trembling  hope  with  which  the  ultimate  destination  of  their  "goods" 
may  be  watched  by  sleepless  eye  and  aching  hearts,  are  matters  too 
remote  to  interrupt  the  current  of  trade  ;  yet  these  are  the  commer- 
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cial  sources  whence  you  derive  the  crude  materials  upon  which  your 
art  is  to  be  employed  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  sick.  The  direct 
responsibility,  therefore,  rests  upon  you,  and  neither  in  manner  nor  in 
part  can  you  evade  or  transfer  it. 

Amongst  the  prominent  objects  of  interest  continually  presented  to 
you,  continually  forced  upon  your  attention  as  practitioners  of  phar- 
macy, is  one  that  is  at  once  the  reproach  of  medicine  and  the  bane  of 
society — Quackery.  It  is  ever  present,  and  ever  ready  with  tempta- 
tions, in  opposition  to  the  common  understanding'  of  right-minded  men 
connected  with  the  regular  profession  of  medicine  and  pharmacy,  that 
discoveries  of  any  means  calculated  to  alleviate  human  suffering  should 
be  made  generally  known,  that  all  whose  province  it  is  to  prepare  or 
apply  remedies,  may  have  the  knowledge  requisite  for  their  proper 
manipulation  and  use,  be  enabled  to  suggest  improvements,  and  to 
combine  or  separate,  so  as  to  adapt  them  to  particular  cases  ;  and 
that  to  keep  secret  any  useful  discovery  in  medicine  for  the  selfish  pur- 
pose of  gain,  is  unworthy  of,  and  below  the  honorable  standard  of 
character  that  every  physician  and  pharmaceutist  should  scrupulous- 
ly maintain  ;  while  the  tampering  with  medicines  by  ignorant  persons, 
and  the  manufacture  of  worthless  trash  under  its  name,  are  grades  of 
depravity  with  which  no  compromise  should  ever  be  made. 

The  moustrous  growth  of  quackery  in  modern  times  has,  at  least, 
kept  pace  with  the  advancement  of  the  age  in  arts  and  sciences,  de- 
signed to  benefit,  or,  when  State  policy  requires,  more  expertly  to  de- 
stroy the  human;  race.  It  protrudes  itself  with  the  most  business-like 
assurance  into  all  classes  and  circles  of  society  ;  it  is  ever  present  at 
the  corners  of  the  streets  and  in  our  dwellings,  mixes  with  our  daily 
news,  buying  up  the  easily  purchasable  public  press,  which  subsists  in 
a  great  measure  upon  it,  (the  only  honorable  exception,  so  far  as  we 
know,  being  Arthur's  Home  Gazette,  an  excellent  weekly  published 
in  Philadelphia,)  and  it  promptly  makes  up  all  deficiency  of  fact  with 
brazen  falsehood.  History,  ancient  and  modern,  is  ransacked,  or  even 
made  when  it  is  needed  ;  current  events  and  discussions  of  general  in- 
terest, political,  social,  moral  and  religious,  all  are  used  as  material 
for  introductory  paragraphs  to  the  most  preposterous  eulogies  of  (mack 
medicines.  Many  of  these  literary  productions  are  by  a  class  of  scrib- 
blers of  prose  and  verse  (such  as  it  is,)  who,  not  esteemed  in  any  oth- 
er, and  probably  incapable  of  any  better  employment  of  their  talents, 
hire  themselves  to  write  puffs  of  nostrums  they  know  uothing  about. 
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Great  names  are  dragged  into  base  connection  with  pills,  mixtures,  lo- 
tions, plasters,  &c,  to  give  them  currency,  and  fictitious  ones  are  of- 
ten substituted,  as  more  likely  to  be  popular,  or  perhaps  less  objec- 
tionable, than  those  of  the  real  actors  and  recipients  of  the  profits. 
Names,  too,  of  all  countries  and  people  are  appropriated  whenever 
they  can  be  made  available.  "  The  poor  Indian"  and  the  self-inflated 
Chinese  are  made  involuntary  sponsors  for  things  as  little  known  to 
them  as  their  language  or  method  of  treating  disease  are  to  the  nos- 
trum makers,  from  whom  they  receive  such  unexpected  distinction. 
Frightful  maladies,  which  are  providentially  of  rare  occurrence  except 
in  these  advertisements,  are  multiplied  to  suit  the  market,  detailed 
with  revolting  minuteness,  and  the  text  illustrated  with  literally  hor- 
rible cuts.  Certificates  of  cures  that  never  occurred  are  signed  by 
persons  that  cannot  be  found,  though  their  story  is  "  told  with  circum- 
stance "  of  street  and  number,  and  sworn  to  before  the  Mayor  or  some 
other  prominent  functionary,  before  whom,  by  the  way,  anything  may 
be  sworn,  as  he  never  reads  it,  because  it  matters  nothing  to  him,  yet 
the  appendage  of  his  name  helps  to  pluck  the  great  public  goose.  In 
many  cases,  medicines  in  common  use  are  dressed  in  some  insignificant 
disguise,  when  "  presto!"  what  had  been  only  simple  matter  of  fact 
becomes  astonishing,  and  worth  a  great  deal  more  in  cash,  whereupon 
it  is  put  up  in  set  form  with  printed  envelopes,  showing  that  to  bring 
this  great  discovery  to  the  point  of  projection,  required,  besides  a  vast 
expenditure  of  money, -the  whole  depth  of  knowledge,  all  the  skill, 
and,  through  many  years,  the  self-sacrificing  devotion  of  the  wondrous 
genius  that  has  finally  brought  it  forth,  "without  whose  signature 
none  can  be  genuine, "  said  signature  being  engraved  or  stereotyped. 
New  remedial  agents,  discovered  or  developed  by  the  researches  of  the 
best  minds  engaged  in  medical  science,  are  at  once  seized  upon  by  quacks 
as  the  bases  of  names  for  new  nostrums,  they,  forsooth,  covering  with 
the  slime  of  their  "  Compound  "  the  most  brilliant  results  of  learning, 
which  from  inception  to  promulgation  would  have  been  as  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  their  intellect  as  above  the  level  of  their  morals.  With 
parasite  meanness,  they  attach  themselves  to  the  productions  of  men 
whose  names  will  be  cherished  with  honor  and  gratitude  when  the 
whole  pack  of  charlatans  are 

"  Forgotten  as  fools  or  remembered  as  worse.*' 
As  the  wares  of  these  men  are  got  up  to  entice  customers,  every  pop- 
ular prejudice  must'  be  turned  to  account,  the  most  petted  being  one 
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that  really  exists  to  some  extent,  though  greatly  exaggerated,  against 
minerals  and  in  favor  of  vegetables.  Accordingly  we  find  this  string  es- 
pecially harped  upon,  a  large  proportion  of  quack  medicines  being  named 
and  strenuously  declared  to  be  vegetable.  There  are  favorite  vegetables 
also,  of  which  the  popular  estimate  is  duly  encouraged,  aud  of  all  these, 
Sarsaparilla  may  be  considered  the  "best  abused"  root  in  the  Pharmaco- 
poeia. Other  popular  notions  are  treated  with  respect  in  proportion  to 
the  demand  they  create,  and  from  time  to  time  new  and  marvellous  theo. 
ries  are  broached,  as  there  appears  to  be  vacancy  in  the  public  mind 
for  their  reception.  It  is  propounded  by  the  pill  or  purging  school  of 
quacks  that  there  is  but  one  disease,  all  that  are  called  by  different 
names  being  but  different  forms  of  it,  for  which  "  Universal  Pills  "  are 
obviously  the  very  remedy.  The  universal  school,  however,  comprises 
more  than  this  class,  whose  chief  mission  appears  to  be  to  open  men's 
purses  by  opening  their  bowels.  There  are  some  who  do  not  regard 
the  pill  machine  as  the  only  instrument  of  human  relief,  there  being 
various  lights  in  which  the  one  disease  may  be  considered,  according 
to  the  nostrum  that  is  made  for  it  ;  with  one  it  is  heat,  with  another 
it  is  cold,  with  a  third  both.  Again  it  is  in  the  stomach,  the  skin,  the 
nerves  or  the  blood.  Some  "  Universal  Vegetable  Renovators  "  (their 
very  name  is  nonsense)  are  applied  internally,  others  upon  the  surface, 
but  each  is  declared  to  be  the  only  medicine  that  should  ever  be  bought, 
that  no  family  is  safe  without  it  or  with  any  other,  that  "  all  others 
are  base  and  dangerous  impositions,"  the  work  of  ignorant  rogues. 
This  latter  opinion  appears  to  be  cordially  reciprocal  ed  by  most  of  the 
fraternity,  and  is  perhaps  the  nearest  truth  of  any  they  express.  Oth- 
er quacks  denounce  the  universal  system  as  unprincipled  quackery,  and 
are  quite  positive  that  none  but  a  simpleton  or  impostor  ever  denies  the 
existence  of  many  diseases;  they  therefore  condense  their  wisdom  upon 
certain  specialities  making  stones  however  as  entire,  so  far  as  they  go, 
as  any  of  universal  pretensions.  In  short,  the  whole  system,  based 
as  it  is  upon  the  ignorance,  the  fears  and  the  credulity  of  mankind  in 
reference  to  all  matters  affecting  health  and  disease,  is  yet  so  mon- 
strous, so  impudent  in  falsehood,  that  it  would  be  ludicrous  if  it  were 
not  so  mischievous.  If  its  continued  presence  from  the  dark  ages  had 
not  rendered  it  familiar,  if  habit  had  not  blunted  our  sense  of  its  de- 
pravity, if  it  could  now  be  presented  in  all  its  deformity  before  a  civ- 
ilized community  for  the  first  time,  it  would  lie  regarded  with  wonder 
at  its  audacity,  with  execration  at  its  reckless  tampering  with  the  best 
temporal  interests  of  humanity. 
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We  hope  better  things  of  our  graduates,  (though  we  must  confess  we 
are  sometimes  disappointed,)  than  that  they  should  degrade  their  pro- 
fession and  deprave  themselves  by  such  prostitution  of  their  talents  and 
position.  It  is  pitch  that  you  cannot  touch  without  being  defiled.  Its 
temptations  are  often  great  it  is  true,  its  success  in  one  sense,  and  one 
only,  sometimes  astonishing;  yet  it  often,  probably  in  a  large  majority  of 
cases,  fails  to  secure  even  pecuniary  success,  always  unsatisfying  at  best 
when  gained  at  the  cost  of  honor,  of  self-respect,  and  the  respect  of  the 
intelligent  part  of  society,  perhaps  coupled  with  some  nickname  of  de- 
rision ;  and  poor  indeed  is  he  who,  having  staked  all  of  principle  and 
good  repute  upon  such  a  cast,  has  not  won  even  that. — American  Journ. 
of  Pharmacy. 


HOW  TO  BE  HEALTHY. 

It  is  well  said,  by  one  who  had  thoroughly  studied  the  subject,  that 
the  highest  ambition  of  an  ancient  Greek  was  to  be  healthy,  beauti- 
ful and  rich.  We  cannot  help  thinking,  says  the  Philadelphia  Bul- 
letin, that  the  old  Athenians,  in  this  respect,  were  wiser  than  our- 
selves. Much  as  we  boast  of  our  wonderful  intelligence,  we  have  not 
yet  practically  attained  to  a  method  of  life  so  comprehensive  as  that 
pursued,  not  only  by  philosophers,  but  by  the  men  of  fashion  about 
town  in  Africa  and  the  Peloponnesus.  They  placed  health  first,  and 
money-making  last,  while  we  iuvert  this  order.  Yet  they  were  Pagans, 
and  we  Christians.    Surely  we  should  cry  "  shame  "  to  ourselves. 

In  reality,  the  two  principal  objects  sought  by  the  ancient  Greek, 
health  and  beauty,  were  but  one  and  the  same.  For  beauty  cannot 
exist  without  health.  The  man  who  is  constantly  confined  at  the 
counting  desk  soon  acquires  an  habitual  stoop  ;  the  one  who  devotes 
his  whole  soul  to  money-making  becomes  wrinkled  before  his  time. 
On  the  contrary,  he  who  indulges  in  proper  exercise  and  recreation, 
as,  for  example,  a  well-to-do  farmer  in  healthy  districts,  carries  an 
erect  frame  to  the  verge  of  seventy,  and  has  a  ruddy  cheek  even  when 
an  octogenarian.  The  first,  by  neglecting  the  laws  of  nature,  not 
only  destroys  his  own  manly  bearing,  but  transmits  a  puny  form  and 
weakly  constitution  to  his  children.  The  last  perpetuates  a  race  of 
hardy  sons  and  majestic  daughters. 

There  is  but  one  way  to  preserve  his  health,  and  that  is  to  live 
moderately,  tak;;  proper  exercise,  and  be  in  the  fresh  air  as  much  as 
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possible.  The  man  who  is  always  shut  up  in  a  close  room,  whether 
the  apartment  be  a  minister's  study,  a  lawyer's  office,  a  professor's 
laboratory,  or  merchant's  gas-light  store,  is  defying  nature,  and  must 
sooner  or  later  pay  the  penalty.  If  his  avocation  renders  such  con- 
finement necessary  during  a  portion  of  the  year,  he  can  avoid  a  pre- 
mature breaking  down  of  the  constitution  only  by  taking  due  exer- 
cise during  the  long  vacations  of  the  summer  and  winter  months. 
The  waste  of  stamina  must  be  restored  by  frequent  and  full  draughts 
of  mountain  and  sea-beach  air,  by  the  pursuits  of  the  sportsman,  by 
travel,  or  other  similar  means.  Every  man  who  has  felt  the  recuper- 
ative effects  of  a  month  or  two  of  relaxation,  knows  from  his  own 
experience  how  general  its  influence  is  ;  how  it  sends  him  back  to  bu- 
siness with  a  new  flow  of  spirits  ;  how  it  almost  re-creates  him,  so  to 
speak.  Between  the  lad  brought  up  to  physical  exercises  in  the  in- 
vigorating open  air,  and  one  kept  continually  at  school,  or  in  the  fac- 
tory, there  is  an  abyss  of  difference,  which  becomes  more  perceptible 
every  year,  as  manhood  approaches,  the  one  expanding  into  stalwart, 
full-chested  health,  while  the  other  is  never  more  than  a  half  comple- 
ted man. 

The  advantages  of  exercise  are  as  great  in  females  also.  All  that 
we  have  said  about  preserving  health  in  the  man  is  as  true  of  the  op- 
posite sex.  But  this  is  not  the  whole.  The  true  foundation  of  beau- 
ty in  woman  is  exercise  in  fresh  air.  No  cosmetics  are  equal  to  these. 
The  famous  Diana  of  Poicteers,  who  maintained  her  loveliness  until 
she  was  near  sixty,  owed  this  extraordinary  result,  in  her  own  opin- 
iou,  to  her  daily  bath,  early  rising,  and  her  exercise  in  the  saddle. 
English  ladies  of  rank  are  celebrated,  the  world  over,  for  their  splen- 
did persons  and  brilliant  complexions,  and  they  are  proverbial  for  their 
attention  to  walking  and  riding,  and  the  hours  spent  daily  out  of 
doors.  The  sallow  cheeks,  stooping  figures,  susceptibility  to  cold,  and 
almost  constant  ill-health,  which  prevail  among  the  American  wives 
and  daughters  generally,  are  to  be  attributed  almost  entirely  to  their 
excessive  sedentary  life,  and  to  the  infirmity  caused  by  the  same  life  on 
the  part  of  their  parent.  A  woman  can  no  more  become  beautiful, 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  or  remain  so,  without  healthful  exercise 
in  the  open  air,  than  a  plant  can  thrive  without  light.  If  we  put  the 
latter  into  a  cellar,  it  either  dies  out-right,  or  refuses  to  bloom.  Shall 
we  wilt  our  sisters,  wives,  or  daughters  by  a  similar  deprivation  of 
what  is  as  necessary  to  their  harmonious  developcmeut  ? 
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In.  another  aspect,  the  care  of  health  is  a  more  important  thing 
than  is  usually  supposed.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  as  between  city 
and  country,  the  population  of  the  former  suffers  most  from  want  of 
exercise  arid  fresh  air,  and  that  consequently  the  stamina,  so  to  speak, 
of  a  city  population  is  inferior  to  that  of  a  rural  one.  It  is  even 
said  that  in  some  cities,  Paris  for  instance,  few  strictly  town-bred  fam- 
ilies last  over  a  century,  and  that,  if  the  population  was  not  continu- 
ally recruited  from  the  country,  it  would  die  out.  It  is  an  equally 
striking  fact,  and  one  that  lies  within  the  observation  of  all  of  us, 
that  the  most  energetic  merchants  generally,  in  New  York,  Boston 
and  Philadelphia,  have  been  originally  lads  from  the  rural  towns  or 
counties,  whose  well-balanced  health  has  not  only  produced  well-bal- 
anced, vigorous,  enterprising  minds,  bnt  enabled  them  to  endure  an 
amount  of  fatigue  which  the  average  of  their  city-bred  competitors 
could  not  rival. 

The  public  weal,  therefore,  as  well  as  the  happiness  of  the  individ- 
ual, is  concerned  in  this  question  of  health.  Yet  we  Americans  al- 
most ignore  it,  and  practically  neglect  it  entirely.  The  old  Greeks 
had  their  gymnasiums  for  physical  exercise,  which  were  as  much  state 
institutions  as  common  schools  are  now.  Were  not  the  Greeks  wiser, 
after  all,  than  we  arc.  at  least  in  this  particular  ? — S.  C.  Adv. 


MEDICAL  SKEPTICISM  AND  CREDULITY. 

There  are  three  stages  in  the  professional  career  of  most  men  who 
practice  medicine  long.  Most  young  graduates  go  out,  feeling  that  if 
once  installed  into  practice,  they  would  be  ready  to  meet  and  conquer 
almost  every  disease.  There  are  few  aggregations  of  symptoms  that 
they  are  not  prepared  to  meet  with  some  heroic  practice,  and,  as 
for  symptoms  singly,  if  they  have  not  a  score  of  specifics  for  each, 
with  a  good  Index  Reran),  which,  of  course,  they  will  keep,  a  well- 
read  library  on  their  shelves  or  the  volumes  of  Rankin  or  Braith- 
waite,  they  doubt  not  but  that  the  grand  question  would  be,  which  of 
all  these  excellent  medicaments  first  to  hurl  at  the  enemy,  and  give  the 
honor  of  conquering  him.  They  are  full  of  faith,  and  unbounded  in  their 
confidence  of  the  value  of  medication.  A  few  months,  or,  with  the 
more  sanguine,  a  few  years,  deprive  their  stiff  faith  of  its  vertebral 
column.    Very  many  of  their  doses  ara  dishonored  by  nature,  their 
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drafts  protested,  and  they  see  the  skeleton  leering  out  from  behind 
the  flimsy  bulwarks  of  many  a  disease  which  they  made  no  doubt  they 
could  speedily  conquer. 

Then  comes  the  second  stage.  It  is  a  kind  of  chill  after  the  fever 
of  early  experience.  They  begin  to  doubt  the  efficacy  of  medicine. 
They  hare  observed  how  often  their  inertest  powders  have  seem- 
ed to  do  the  most  good,  and  their  unmcdicated  syrups  to  make  the 
profoundest  impression.  They  suspect  that  there  is  a  deal  more  of 
humbug  in  the  world  than  they  once  thought.  They  open  their  eyes 
to  the  marvellous  power  of  the  human  imagination  over  diseases,  and 
begin  to  doubt  if  death  himself  might  not  often  be  scared  away  if 
people  would  only  stand  up  to  him  and  laugh  at  his  "  false  notions." 
Men  of  weak  minds  are  aj>t  to  stop  in  this  stage.  Some  of  them  into 
minds  vacant  of  all  settled  belief  let  in  a  flood  of  credulity.  From 
large  doses  and  unpardonable  potions,  they  transfer  their  faith  to 
submicroscope  doses  of  sugar  and  milk,  wet  with  some  fabulous  dilu- 
tion, and  prescribed  under  a  very  hard  name.  Others,  seeing  that 
water  is  good  for  cleanliness  and  the  prevention  of  some  diseases,  think 
they  have  discovered  in  it  a  panacea,  and  by  trying  to  wash  out  all 
human  ills,  repeat  in  person  the  fable  of  the  child  who  strove  to  wash 
her  favorite  blackamoor  white.  Others,  seeing  that  gluttons  do  well 
under  a  system  of  strict  dietetics,  preach  starvation  to  their  disciples, 
and  that  the  best  food  in  the  world  is  that  which  comes  nearest  to 
none  at  all.  True,  well-educated,  thorough  men  are  not  long  in  re- 
covering from  this  skeptical  chill.  Some  gravely  sick  one,  left  too 
long  without  the  administration  of  a  thorough  remedy,  kept  on  place- 
bos, and  comforted  with  coufects,  where  stout  impressions  are  needed, 
dies  suddenly.  Or  some  sharp  pain  felt  in  his  own  body  is  charmed 
away  by  an  old-fashioned  remedy,  and  so  his  eyes  are  opened  again, 
and  he  sees  that  the  middle  course  is  the  safest.  Now  the  length  of 
time  that  it  takes  to  reach  this  third  stage  makes  much  of  the  differ- 
ences we  see  in  practitioners.  He  who  reaches  it  early  has  as  good 
an  experience  as  one  who  has  lived  many  years  longer,  but  with  half- 
closed  eyes.  Some  never  reach  the  third  stage.  Failing  by  the  way, 
they  form  the  great  body  of  dangerous  doctors  and  unscrupulous 
quacks.  Both  classes  are  a  bane  to  society  and  the  opprobrium  of 
science.  But  they  who,  whether  early  or  late,  learn  to  steer  in  a  mid- 
dle course,  honoring  nature  ever,  and  giving  medicine  only  to  assist 
her,  realize  the  character  of  the  good  physician,  and  in  their  mission 
imitate  the  Divine  Worker. — N.  Y.  limes. 
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MEDICAL  SCHOOLS  AND  BIBLE  CLASSES. 

Our  city  is  the  seat  of  two  flourishing  Medical  Schools,  the  chairs 
of  which  are  filled  with  gentlemen  of  eminence  and  ability  in  their  re- 
spective departments.  From  their  circumstances,  these  schools  neces- 
sarily come  into  competition  with  each  other,  being  located  at  the 
same  point,  professing  to  teach  the  same  general  system  of  medicine, 
and  drawing  their  patronage  generally  from  the  same  region  of  coun- 
try. As  competition  is  said  to  be  the  "  life  of  business,"  this  rivalry 
is  not  to  be  regretted,  if  kept  within  due  bounds  and  properly  regula- 
ted. It  may  excite  the  friends  of  each  to  furnish  abler  professors  and 
better  advantages  for  the  prosecution  of  the  science  of  medicine  than 
either  would  do  were  the  other  withdrawn.  There  is  danger,  however, 
that  it  may  generate  such  a  state  of  feeling  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
friends  of  the  respective  parties,  as  will  lead  them  to  misinterpret  and 
misrepresent  the  commendable  acts  of  their  rivals.  We  cite  what 
seem  to  us  to  be  an  illustration  of  this  remark.  A  year  or  two  since 
it  incidentally  came  to  our  knowledge  that  two  of  the  professors,  in 
one  of  these  schools,  were  teaching  a  Bible  class  on  the  Sabbath,  com- 
posed of  sixty  or  seventy  medical  students.  The  statement  was  made 
to  us  by  a  gentleman  in  no  way  connected  with  the  school  to  which 
the  professors  belonged,  and  without  any  design  that  we  should  take 
any  public  notice  of  it.  We  remembered  the  remark  of  Dr.  Nelson, 
himself  a  physician,  in  his  admirable  work  on  infidelity,  that,  from 
some  cause,  there  was  formerly  a  greater  tendency  in  the  medical 
profession  to  skepticism  than  in  any  of  the  other  learned  professions. 
We  remembered  also,  that  "  common  fame,"  with  how  much  truth  we 
cannot  say,  had  reported  that  one  or  more  of  the  former  professors  in 
this  same  school  had  occasionally  thrown  the  weight  of  his  influence 
in  the  scale  of  skepticism,  and  that  there  were  some  pious  parents 
among  our  readers  whose  hearts  trembled  lest  their  sons  might  receive 
an  improper  bias  in  that  direction  by  their  attendance  upon  the  lec- 
tures in  the  school.  We  stated,  as  an  item  of  agreeable  intelligence 
to  such,  the  simple  fact  that  such  a  Bible  class  was  taught  in  the 
school,  and  gave  the  names  of  the  professors  and  the  number  of  the 
students  in  attendance  upon  their  Sabbath  instructions.  Nothing  was 
further  from  our  intentions  than  to  puff  the  school  to  which  they  be- 
longed, or  to  give  it  any  pre-eminence  over  its  rival.  We  should  just 
as  readily  have  made  the  same  statement  about  the  one  school  as  the 
other,  had  facts  justified  it.    We  wish  to  see  them  both  prospering,  as 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


271 


they  both  doubtless  deserve  it,  and  we  number  among  our  personal 
friends  professors  iti  both.  As  an  evidence  of  the  interest  that  the 
fact  elicited  in  the  public  mind,  we  may  state  that  our  paragraph  was 
copied  into  nearly  all  of  our  eighty  or  ninety  exchanges,  and  comment- 
ed on  with  approbation  by  many  of  them.  The  whole  thing  had 
passed  out  of  our  mind,  until,  a  day  of  two  since,  it  was  recalled  by 
an  editorial  article  in  the  Kentucky  Medical  Recorder,  the  organ  of 
the  rival  school,  under  the  head  of  "  Medical  Puffs. —  The  Puff  Theo- 
logical." The  editor,  after  giving  a  summary  of  the  various  kinds  of 
puffs  and  their  general  value,  winds  up  thus  : 

"  The  latest  invention  in  this  line,  is  the  Theological,  which  has 
been  recently  practised  by  the  friends  of  a  medical  institution  of  the 
West.    The  manner  iu  which  the  thing  began  was  about  as  follows: 

"  A  short  paragraph,  characterized  by  a  good  deal  of  unction,  ap- 
peared in  an  extensively  circulated  paper,  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  Professors — and — of  a  '  very  flourishing  and  distinguished  medi- 
cal school,'  were  engaged  during  Sunday  in  giving  gratuitous  Bible 
instruction  to  sixty  young  gentlemen  of  their  class.  This  was  all  very 
commendable,  and  although  the  Good  Book  tells  us  not  to  let  the 
right  hand  know  of  any  good  thing  the  left  hand  does,  yet  we  could 
see  no  objection  to  the  publication  of  the  fact  in  a  proper  manner. 
But  mark  the  issue,  '  master  Brook.'  In  a  short  time  the  notice 
spread  from  paper  to  paper,  and  a  medical  editor  raises  a  great  glori- 
fication on  the  affair,  and  argues  that  the  school  with  which  the  two 
blank  professors  are  connected  must  succeed,  and  deserves  to  succeed; 
because  the  said  professors  are  engaged  in  this  pious  work.  We  have 
suggested  to  the  Professors  in  a  rival  institution  to  get  up  a  Bible 
class  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  young  men,  and  get  themselves  into 
the  papers  as  deserving  twice  as  much  success  as  their  less  useful 
neighbors.  We  entertain  a  sincere  veneration  for  true  piety,  and,  by 
a  beautiful  affinity  existing  between  the  virtues,  we  believe  that  it  is 
always  associated  with  the  gentle  quality  of  modesty.  An  act  worthy 
and  commendable  of  itself,  loses  its  virtue  when  it  is  heralded  to  the 
world  from  street  corners,  with  the  accompaniment  of  the  town  crier's 
tintinabulations,  and  in  all  such  cases  the  meek  garb  of  christain  be- 
nevolence will  be  found  to  conceal  the  foppish  and  impertinent  spirit 
of  self-glorification.  It  may  be  logical  to  conclude  that,  because  two 
gentlemen  get  up  a  preachment  to  a  Bible  class,  they  must,  therefore, 
of  necessity,  be  accomplished  teachers  of  physic;  but  we  confess  that 
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we  cannot  see  the  Q,  E.  D.  of  the  proposition!  And  if  it  be  true, 
then  thrice  worthy  will  be  those  who  devote  their  Sabbath  ministra- 
tions to  180 — provided  always,  that  they  give  the  fact  a  sufficient 
degree  of  publicity. 

"  Students  must,  naturally,  prefer  that  institution  which  not  only 
affords  equal,  or  perhaps  superior  advantages,  for  the  acquirement  of 
a  medical  education,  but  presents  the  additional,  and  very  considera- 
ble inducements  of  a  chance  to  have  their  souls  saved  gratis." 

With  all  due  deference  to  the  learned  editors,  we  must  say,  that  if 
we  understand  the  facts  in  the  case,  in  inditing  these  paragraphs  they 
have  suffered  their  feelings  to  lead  them  to  misinterpret  this  whole 
affair,  and  to  speak  rather  in  a  sneering  tone  of  that  which  ought  to 
have  met  their  approbation  and  imitation.  The  professors  who  taught 
the  Bible  class  had  no  more  connection  with  ourparagraph,  which  was 
not  a  puff,  but  a  simple  statement  of  a  fact,  than  the  editors  of  the 
Recorder  had.  They  neither  suggested  it,  nor  informed  us  of  the  fact 
that  such  a  class  was  taught  by  them.  And  those  who  have  read 
their  "  organ"  carefully  ever  since,  inform  us  that  not  a  single  allusion 
to  it  has  appeared  in  its  pages.  Why,  then,  should  their  conduct,  in 
this  matter,  be  reprobated?  If  they  had  tried  to  puff  themselves  and 
make  capital  for  their  school  out  of  it,  they  might  be  blamed.  If 
others  chose  to  commend  them  for  doing  a  good  deed,  they  are  not 
reprehensible  for  it.  We  incidentally  learned  a  day  or  two  since,  that 
the  same  gentlemen  are  delivering  lectures  this  winter,  every  Sabbath 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  refuting  the  infidel  objections  to  the  Bible, 
drawn  from  its  supposed  conflict  with  science,  to  classes  of  near  two 
hundred  students.  The  classes  have  become  so  large  that  they  can 
now  be  taught  only  by  lectures.  We  state  the  fact  with  pleasure,  not 
to  puff  them  or  benefit  their  school,  but  because  it  is  one  that  will  be 
gratifying  to  many  of  our  readers,  who  have  sons  in  attendance  upon 
their  instructions;  and  as  the  other  school  now  has  an  eminent  Metho- 
dist divine,  a  learned  Presbyterian  elder,  and  a  prominent  gentleman  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  in  its  worthy  faculty,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
other  members  of  it,  who  could  doubtless  deliver  an  able  course  of 
lectures  on  snch  subjects,  we  suggest  that  next  winter  they  get  up 
something  of  the  same  kind.  Though  we  would  not  present  that  as  a 
motive  for  doing  so,  yet  we  do  not  doubt  but  that  every  newspaper  in 
the  country  would  chronicle  the  fact  with  as  much  pleasure  as  they 
have  announced  such  a  course  as  in  progress  in  the  other  school;  and 
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the  knowledge  that  their  sons  were  in  attendance  upon  the  instruc- 
tions of  men  who  were  desirous  to  guard  them  against  the  wiles  and 
snares  of  infidelity  and  its  train  of  evils  to  which  medical  students  are 
so  much  exposed,  would  send  comfort  to  the  heart  of  many  a  pious 
father  and  mother  all  over  the  country.  It  may  be  urged  that  such 
lectures  should  come  from  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  whose  business 
it  is  to  give  instructions  on  religion.  To  that  we  would  not  object, 
but  the  young  men  regard  such  lectures  from  them  as  professional, 
and,  however  excellent  they  may  be,  they  do  not  carry  the  same 
weight  with  them  that  they  would  do  were  they  to  come  from  the 
lips  of  an  honored  preceptor,  who  knows  their  habits  of  thought  and 
of  feeling,  and  the  peculiar  temptations  to  which  they  are  exposed, 
and  can  adapt  his  instructions  to  meet  the  difficulties  that  grow  out 
of  their  professional  studies  — Louisville  Journal. 


Neto  |3nbltcatkms. 

The  Sacred  Circle.    New  York,  Partridge  &  Britton,  1854. 

This  is  the  title  of  a  new  periodical,  just  sent  forth  by  Judge 
Edmonds,  Dr.  Dexter  and  O.  Gr.  Warren,  as  Editors,  whose  names, 
especially  the  first,  render  it  unnecessary  to  say,  that  it  is  to  be  the 
organ  of  the  new  anti-sectarian  sect,  which  by  a  palpable  misnomer 
assumes  the  name  of  Spiritualists.  For  if  immateriality,  intellectuali- 
ty, or  lucid  intelligence  be  justly  ascribed  to  spiritual  existence,  in 
contra-distinction  to  corporeality,  then  we  aver  that  in  the  contents  of 
this  May  number  it  is  demonstrable  that  no  Spirit,  either  supernal  or 
infernal,  has  any  part  in  this  "  Sacred  Circle;"  for  all  the  infirmities, 
ignorance,  superstition,  faniticism,  and  incongruous  folly,  which  char- 
acterize the  weakest  specimens  of  mere  human  nature,  are  manifested, 
not  only  by  the  trinity  of  editors  themselves,  but  equally  by  the  bold 
and  contemptible  fictions,  published  as  veritable  relations  from  the 
Spirits  of  the  upper  sphere,  made  through  weak  brethren  and  female 
sisters,  dignified  with  the  title  of  mediums.  We  forbear  to  charac- 
terize the  insane  and  profane  ravings  of  this  first  number  as  they 
deserve,  only  out  of  tenderness  to  the  monomaniacs,  who  may  possibly 
merit  commiseration  rather  than  censure.  We  sincerely  pity  the  hap- 
less dupes,  while  for  all  the  knaves,  who  make  money  by  this  impious 
imposture,  we  have  no  other  emotions  than  are  inspired  in  every  honest 
mind  against  other  forms  of  heartless  villainy. 
18 
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On  the  54th  page,  after  a  ridiculous  tirade  by  one  of  the  editors, 
we  find  the  following  inquiry,  viz. : 

"  Have  we  among  us  a  surgeon  or  physician  who  has  the  moral 
courage  to  undertake  this  investigation?" 

To  this  inquiry,  if  made  in  good  faith,  we  respond,  that  we  will  find 
one  thus  endowed,  so  soon  as  the  editors  of  the  Sacred  Circle  will 
name  the  time  and  place  when  we  may  "see  a  Spirit,"  to  use  their 
own  language,  with  or  without  a  medium.  Or  if  they  shrink  from 
this  test,  if  they  will  favor  us  with  an  interview  with  any  Spirit,  be- 
longing to  this  world  or  any  other,  who,  through  any  medium,  can  by 
rapping,  writing,  speaking,  tipping  tables,  or  in  any  other  way,  make 
himself  or  herself  manifest  to  our  senses,  we  stand  ready  to  certify  to 
the  fact,  if  we  do  not  prove  on  the  spot  a  physical  cause  for  every 
physical  manifestation,  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  disinterested  witness. 
And  we  submit  whether  this  call  for  a  medical  investigation  by  any 
physician  or  surgeon  of  sufficient  moral  courage,  is  not  here  accepted 
in  terms.  But  we  shall  be  told  to  pay  our  quarter  to  the  spiritual 
shops  on  Broadway,  or  our  dollar  to  the  weird  sisters  who  hold  daily 
circles,  and  we  reply,  we  have  done  both,  and  personally  investigated 
every  miracle  monger  in  the  fraternity  and  sisterhood  of  Spiritualists, 
and  never  could  find  one  single  fact,  or  even  the  semblance  of  a  fact, 
which  implied  the  presence  of  any  spiritual,  or  metaphysical,  or 
mythical,  or  magnetic,  or  electrical,  or  odic  force,  or  any  other  sign  of 
mysterious  or  supernatural  agency.  Hence  we  call  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  some  such  single  fact,  for  without  it  investigation  is  impos- 
sible. 

History  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  by  Edw. 
Gribbon,  Esq.,  with  variorum  notes,  &c.  In  six  volumes.  London, 
Henry  G.  Bohn  &  Co.,  1854.  Bangs  &  Brother,  Park  Row,  New 
York. 

Life  and  Works  of  William  Cowper,  by  Robert  Southey,  Esq., 

LL.  D.    Same  publishers.    In  eight  volumes. 

We  suppose  that  no  man  claims  to  belong  to  the  reading  commu- 
nity, who  is  not  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  Gibbon's  Rome,  and 
Southey's  Cowper.  The  present  edition  of  both  these  standard  works 
is  issued  in  serial  form,  and  belong  to  Bonn's  Classical  Libraries,  all  of 
which  contain  choice  gems  in  every  department  of  literature,  and  every 
volnme  of  which  is  worth  seeking  after.    All  may  be  had  in  New 
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York,  as  fast  as  published  in  London,  from  Bangs  &  Brother.  The 
2nd  volume  of  both  the  works  named  is  on  hand. 

Hand-Books  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy,  by  Diouysius 
Lardner,  &c.    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea. 

The  third  course  is  the  only  volume  of  this  series  which  we  have 
seen,  and  includes  Meteorology  with  Astronomy.  It  is  the  most  com- 
plete, thorough,  and  practical  treatise  on  these  topics  which  has  ever 
appeared,  and  does  not  demand  in  the  student  any  minute  or  abstruse 
mathematics  for  its  full  comprehension.  The  whole  series,  comprising 
all  the  physical  sciences,  containing  about  2000  pages,  with  nearly 
1000  illustrations  on  wood  and  steel,  may  now  be  had,  together  or  in 
separate  volumes.  A  wide  circulation  of  these  books  among  the  youth 
of  our  country  would  be  a  public  blessing. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Mf.dicai.  Association,  for  1858 
8vo,  pp.  869.    Printed  for  the  Association. 

Onr  copy  reached  us  too  late  for  any  extended  notice,  nor  is  it 
called  for,  since  a  quantum  sufficit  of  criticism  has  been  already  served 
up  in  the  Journals  large  and  small,  quarterly,  bi-mouthly,  monthly,  and 
weekly,  chiefly  made  up  of  fault-finding  as  to  the  quantity  as  well  as 
the  quality  of  its  contents.  We  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  publi- 
cation committee  have  been  altogether  too  liberal,  in  giving  place  to 
very  much  without  reading,  and  which  never  will  be  read  by  anybody, 
nor  is  it  worth  reading.  A  portion  of  its  contents  in  our  judgment 
never  should  have  seen  the  light,  at  any  rate  with  their 'endorsement. 
Several  of  the  valuable  papers  are  too  long,  and  the  writers  generally 
should  learn  the  art  of  condensation,  under  no  less  a  penalty  than 
exclusion  from  publication.  Still,  however,  the  volume  contains  much 
that  is  valuable,  when  the  wheat  is  separated  from  the  chaff. 
We  trust  that  future  Committees  will  have  the  widest  discretion,  and 
exercise  it,  so  that  the  volume  may  appear  earlier  in  the  year. 

Child's  History  of  England.    By  Charles  Dickens.    Harper  & 
Brothers,  New  York,  1854. 

This  is  a  real  gem  of  the  first  water,  and  will  interest  and  profit 
childreu  of  a  larger  growth.  We  have  seen  nothing  from  the  author's 
pen  more  creditable  to  his  head  and  heart,  and  this  work  alone  will 
fluffice  to  confer  upon  his  name  a  mortal  immortality. 
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Types  of  Mankind  ;  or  Ethnological  Researches,  based  upon  the 
Ancient  Monuments,  Paintings,  Sculptures,  and  Crania  of  Races, 
and  upon  their  Natural,  Geographical,  Philological  and  Biblical 
History  ;  illustrated  by  selections  from  the  inedited  papers  of  Sam- 
uel George  Morton,  M.  D.,  and  by  additional  contributions  from 
Prof.  Agassiz,  Dr.  Usher,  and  Prof.  Patterson  ;  by  J.  C.  Nott,  M. 
D.,  of  Mobile,  A.  &  G.  R.  Gliddon,  formerly  U.  S.  Consul  at  Ca- 
iro. Philadelphia:  Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.  1854.  Royal  oc- 
tavo, pp.  138. 

The  foregoing  title  page  of  this  new  publication  indicates  the  vari- 
ety, importance,  and  antiquarian  character  of  the  topics  treated  in 
this  huge  volume,  which  is  attracting  very  great  attention,  and  awak- 
ening very  general  interest,  among  the  literary  and  scientific,  not  only 
in  our  own  country,  but  in  Europe,  where  this  work  will  be  sought 
after  with  avidity.  The  authors  and  collaborators  have  bestowed  im- 
mense labor  and  profound  research  in  its  production,  bringing  to  their 
task  no  little  of  scholastic  learning  and  antiquarian  lore;  but  the  doc- 
trines the  volume  is  designed  to  teach  are  not  those  of  that  school  of 
philosophy  in  which  the  present  generation  has  been  trained,  nor  can 
we  subscribe  to  the  conclusions  arrived  at,  without  better  evidence 
than  is  here  presented  ;  though  we  see  no  danger  to  truth,  the  only 
orthodoxy  worthy  the  name,  from  any  of  the  researches  or  logic  of 
the  volume.  "  It  is  the  glory  of  the  Creator  to  conceal  a  thing  ; — it 
is  the  glory  of  man  to  find  it  out."  Hence  we  cordially  commend  the 
work  to  the  reading  community,  who,  if  they  discover  the  bane,  may 
find  the  antidote  at  hand.  The  publishers  have  excelled  themselves 
in  the  typography  and  multitude  of  illustrations  which  adorn  the 
book. 

Use  and  Abuse  of  Alcoholic  Liquors  in  Health  and  Disease,  by 
W.  B.  Carpenter,  M.  D.,  &c.     With  a  Preface  by  D.  P.  Condie, 
M.  D.    Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1853. 
We  have  heretofore  commended  this  work  by  an  extended  notice, 
but  a  new  and  improved  edition  by  the  publishers,  prefaced  by  Dr. 
Condie  in  appropriate  terms,  and  designed  for  gratuitous  circulation, 
calls  upon  us  to  repeat  our  conviction  that  if  this  work  could  be  wide- 
ly read  in  any  community,  it  would  do  more  to  enlighten  and  reform 
the  intemperate  than  any  other  book  in  existence.    Let  the  friends  of 
temperance  look  to  it. 
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Russia  as  it  is.    By  Count  A.  De  Garowski.    New  York  :  D.  Ap- 
pleton  &  Co.  1854. 

This  will  be  regarded  as  a  timely  and  most  acceptable  book,  increas- 
ingly so  at  the  present  crisis  of  affairs  between  that  couutry  and  Tur- 
key, when  the  war  in  progress  seems  to  threaten  to  arouse  the  whole  of 
the  old  world  to  arms.  The  work  is  ably  written,  by  one  who  is  well 
versed  in  Russian  history,  and  who  rightly  appreciates  that  country  as 
representing  a  race  as  well  as  a  type  of  arbitrary  government.  Those 
who  would  inform  themselves  in  every  aspect  of  a  country  of  which  we 
know  too  little,  and  may  shortly  have  occasion  to  know  more,  should 
possess  themselves  of  this  beautiful  volume. 

The  Science  and  Art  op  Surgery.    By  John  Erichsen,  &c.  Phila- 
delphia, Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 

This  is  a  reprint  of  another  of  the  multitudinous  works  ou  Surgery, 
of  which  the  British  press  has  lately  become  so  prolific.  That  it  has 
merit,  may  be  inferred  from  the  position  of  the  author,  as  the  successor 
of  Liston,  in  the  London  College  and  Hospital,  as  well  as  from  his 
high  reputation  as  a  teacher.  The  union  of  the  Science  with  the  Art 
of  Surgery  affords  the  opportunity  for  that  kind  of  teaching  which  is 
sadly  needed,  when  the  latter  is  so  often  taught  and  practised  without 
the  former,  as  it  is  in  too  many  of  our  schools.  Medical  Surgery,  or 
the  art  guided  by  scientific  principles,  is  essentially  conservative ;  and  if 
it  were  understood,  the  artizans,  mere  operators,  who  abound  among 
□s,  would  soon  find  their  proper  level  among  the  barber  surgeons  of 
the  past,  of  whom  they  are  the  type;  and  our  profession  would  no 
longer  bear  the  disgrace  which  the  indiscriminate  cutters  are  throw- 
ing upon  both  the  Science  and  Art. 

Prof.  E.  is  a  medical  scholar,  worthy  the  name,  and  hence  is  quali- 
fied to  teach  Surgery,  in  its  relations  to  Physiology  and  Pathology, 
and  as  controlled  and  modified  thereby ;  so  that  the  more  such  books 
we  have  the  better.  Dr.  Brinton,  of  Philadelphia,  has  edited  the 
present  edition,  by  superadding  whatever  appertains  to  American  Sur- 
gery, aud  increasing  the  number  of  illustrations,  which  number  more 
than  300  wood  engravings,  of  a  superior  kind.  The  typography  is 
excellent,  and  the  work  deserves  a  wide  circulation. 

Woman-:  Her  Diseases  and  Remedies.    By  C.  D.  Meigs,  M.  D., 
&c.    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 

This  work  has  reached  a  third  edition,  and  has  been  revised  and 
enlarged,  so  as  to  render  it  more  worthy  of  the  wide  popularity  which 
has  been  acquired  by  its  former  editions. 
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gbitor's  Stable. 

NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  back  volumes  can  now  be  furnished,  from  1850  to  1853.  neatly  bound 
and  lettered,  at  S7  for  the  four  volumes. 

The  January  number  for  the  present  year.  1854,  cannot  be  supplied,  the  de- 
mand having  already  encroached  upon  our  files  reserved  for  binding. 

Our  Exchanges  should  be  addressed  to  the  '-Medical  Gazette,  New-York." 
If  otherwise,  they  may  not  reach  our  table. 

Our  box  at  the  Post  Office  of  this  city  having  been  repeatedly  robbed  of  late, 
and  the  thief  having  been  detected,  will  explain  why  letters  to  us  have  re- 
mained unanswered.  Remittances  not  acknowledged,  as  they  have  been  made 
at  our  risk,  will  be  duly  credited  on  information  that  the  money  waB  mailed. 

Delinquent  subscribers  are  reminded  that  six  months  of  the  year  have  expir- 
ed with  June,  aud  that  an  advance  of  SI  per  annum  will  be  made  of  subscrip- 
tions remaining  unpaid.  Early  remittance,  either  in  cash  or  postage  stamp?, 
will  save  50  per  cent. 

]JE9*  A  few  more  advertisements  can  now  be  inserted. 

***  The  communication  in  our  last  from  Dr.  S.,  it  now  appears,  dif- 
fered but  little  from  that  previously  published  in  another  Journal, 
which  had  escaped  our  notice. 

Professor  Renwick  having  claimed  a  place  for  a  reply  to  Dr.  Tre- 
nor  through  our  columns,  we  trust  to  be  excused  from  any  farther 
controversy  on  that  subject,  both  sides  being  heard.  The  Crystal 
Palace,  in  its  past  bankruptcy  and  present  galvanized  existence,  as  a 
show-shop  for  P.  T.  Barnum,  may  be  considered  defunct.  Requies- 
cat. 


POVERTY  OF  NEW- YORK  CITY. 

It  will  hardly  be  believed  that  New- York  has  become  the  poorest 
town  in  the  state  or  iu  the  country.  In  almost  every  other  town, 
however  small,  provision  is  made  for  medical  attendance,  and  medi- 
cines for  the  out-door  poor,  physicians  and  apothecaries  being  paid  by 
the  supervisors  at  the  public  expense. 

It  now  appears  that  a  Dr.  Simmons  of  this  city,  after  being  sum- 
moned by  the  public  officers  having  charge  of  the  Police  Station 
Houses  of  this  city,  to  render  professional  aid  in  certain  cases  of  emer- 
gency, in  which  the  health  and  lives  of  poor  prisoners  under  arrest 
were  jeoparded  ;  and  as  was  proved,  rescued  them  from  impending 
death  by  his  skill  and  attention  ;  the  Doctor  has  had  his  action 
against  the  city  for  compensation  dismissed,  he  being  thrown  into  the 
costs,  as  a  reward  for  his  humane  and  timely  services. 
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Judge  Philips,  of  the  Marine  Court,  at  the  instance  of  the  Corpo- 
ration Attorney,  has  decided  that,  the  Common  Council  having  made 
no  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  medical  services  thus  rendered 
to  the  city,  the  new  Charter  compels  him  thus  to  mulct  the  Doctor 
in  damages,  though  he  admits  the  equity  and  honesty  of  the  claim, 
and  thinks  such  services  ought  to  be  paid  by  somebody,  though  the 
city  of  New- York  is  too  poor  to  do  justice  to  the  Doctor. 

If  any  physician  of  this  city  will  hereafter  answer  any  such  summons 
to  the  Station  Houses  by  the  city  officers,  and  thus  save  the  expense 
of  burying  the  victims  of  these  prison-houses,  which  would  otherwise 
fall  upon  the  city  authorities,  and  far  exceed  the  Doctor's  bill,  let  him 
take  notice  that  he  must  work  for  nothing  and  find  himself,  and  that 
should  he  presume  to  bring  an  action  before  the  Courts,  for  the  l'ecov- 
ery  of  his  claim,  he  will  only  be  fined  to  the  extent  of  the  costs  and 
damages. 

"  No  appropriation  is  made  for  paying  such  services,"  says  Judge 
Philips  !  Why  is  it  not  made  ?  Is  it  understood  that  the  persons 
arrested  by  the  Police,  multitudes  of  whom  are  innocent  of  any  crime 
but  sickness  and  destitution,  often  cruelly  called  vagrancy,  are  among 
the  "  paupers  for  whom  nobody  cares  V  Are  the  Common  Council 
so  absorbed  in  corruption,  bribery  and  plunder,  that  they  are  too  busy 
to  make  appropriations  for  humanely  relieving  the  sufferings  and 
dangers  of  the  men,  women,  and  children  whom  they  thrust  into 
their  "  black  holes "  to  be  suffocated  by  mephitic  vapors  as  at  the 
Tombs,  or  to  be  devoured  by  rats  ?  They  can  make  ample  "  appro- 
priations" for  junketing,  carousing,  and  drunkenness  in  connection 
with  the  public  charities,  and  for  the  purpose  of  carriage  hire  to  con- 
vey their  honorable  carcasses  home  from  their  own  revels  and  de- 
bauches, when  no  longer  able  to  walk  thither  ; — but  not  a  dollar  for 
the  poor  doctor,  who  daily  and  nightly  toils  in  their  station  houses 
for  the  rescue  of  their  victims  from  danger  and  death  !  Ours  is  the 
worst  governed  city  on  the  earth,  as  this  and  a  thousand  other  inhu- 
manities attest. 

Physicians  would  be  justified,  by  any  code  of  law  and  morals  practi- 
cally recognized  among  public  men,  to  refuse  their  services  to  the 
station  houses  and  their  inmates,  in  any  emergency,  until  provision  is 
made  for  compensating  them  out  of  the  public  treasury.  But  their 
professional  code  of  ethics  is  infinitely  above  the  creed  and  practice 
of  other  men,  and  hence  they  will  be  found  as  ever  ready  to  fly  to  the 
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relief  of  suffering  humanity  anywhere,  and  still  endure  the  robbery 
of  the  compensation  while  the  city  is  too  poor  to  pay  ! 

Let  the  present  Common  Council  reform  it  altogether,  and  if  they 
are  deaf  to  the  calls  of  honesty,  or  even  suffering  humanity,  let  them 
be  moved  by  their  fears.  The  Cholera  is  at  our  doors  ; — the  Station 
Houses,  in  the  event  of  any  epidemic,  will  be  pest-houses,  as  some  of 
them  are  ever.  Their  own  duties  may  call  them  there,  if  their  offen- 
ces against  the  laws  should  not,  and  they  with  their  officers  may  need 
medical  services,  which  their  wealth  cannot  adequately  remunerate. 
If  "  no  appropriation  is  made  for  medical  services "  rendered  by 
the  order  and  at  the  instance  of  the  public  officers  to  the  inmates, 
what  assurance  have  they  that  physicians  will  longer  endure  this 
wrong.  Let  them  "  appropriate  "  to  each  of  our  Public  Dispensaries 
one  thousand  dollars  extra,  for  attendance  upon  the  Station  Houses 
annually,  and  let  the  public  officers  be  thus  authorized  to  call  on  the 
Dispensary  physicians  for  aid  in  all  such  emergencies  as  may  require 
their  services  in  the  public,  so  that  the  pittance  now  paid  to  these 
hard-working  men  may  be  increased.  In  the  absence  of  any  other 
provision,  they  would  thus  wipe  off  this  reproach,  of  which  they  ought 
to  be  ashamed. 


Miscellaneous  Items. 

The  N.  Y.  University  School  has  reformed  out  three  of  its  bob-tail  Professors, 
viz. :  Drs.  McCready.  Lee  and  Bulkley.  Their  places  in  this  "  non-governing  " 
corps  are  filled  by  Drs.  Isaacs  and  Allin.  This  is  yclept  "  the  National  School," 
and  yet  they  sadly  lack  students,  albeit  they  turn  out.  of  professors  and  subs,  a 
quantum  suff. 

We  are  authorized  to  state  that  Dr.  Detmold  is  not  among  the  candidates  for 
Prof.  Bartlett's  chair,  in  the  Crosby  St.  College,  so  that  rumor  is  in  fault  in  this 
particular.  Dr.  D.  now  holds  his  surgical  Clinique  in  the  College  building,  by  in- 
vitation of  the  Faculty,  whose  liberality  in  this  respect  is  highly  commendable. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Drs.  Gilman,  Sayre,  Phelps.  Downes  and  Davis  are  the 
only  delegates  from  this  city  who  were  in  attendance  at  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  at  St.  Louis.  The  distance  probably  prevented, 
for  the  appointees  were  very  numerous,  and  our  permanent  members  more  so. 
As  the  meeting  for  next  May  is  fixed  at  Philadelphia,  a  much  larger  attendance 
may  be  looked  for. 

Dr.  Corson's  paper  on  Functional  and  Sympathetic  Affections  of  the  Heart  has 
been  reprinted  from  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Medicine,  and  widely  circulated.  It  is 
favorably  noticed,  and  largely  appropriated  in  the  Journals  of  the  country. 
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Dr.  Stokes,  of  Dublin,  has  issued  a  work  on  the  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Aorta. 
It  is  republished  in  Philadelphia,  but  we  have  not  yet  seen  it. 

Dr.  La  Roche  has  a  paper  in  the  last  quarterly  Summary  of  Transactions  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  he  proves  the  local  origin 
of  the  Yellow  Fever,  as  it  prevailed  in  that  city  during  the  last  summer,  by  ir- 
refragable testimony.  It  is  a  bitter  pill  for  the  contagionists,  but  down  it  must 
go- 
Professor  Flint's  Clinical  reports  on  Dysentery  and  Chronic  Pleurisy  are  val- 
uable contributions  to  our  home  literature,  and  will  enhance  his  reputation  as  a 
practical  writer. 

Professor  Wood,  of  Philadelphia,  is  among  the  most  confident  believers  in  the 
efficacy  of  Cod-liver  oil  in  Consumption,  ascribing  the  diminished  proportion 
of  mortality  from  this  disease  to  the  extensive  use  of  this  remedy.  His  estimate 
is  that  one  in  eight  of  the  cases  in  which  it  is  used  are  now  cured  by  it,  and  pre- 
dicts a  still  larger  proportion  of  cures  by  this  agent  hereafter.  We  have  never 
witnessed  any  other  effect  from  Cod-liver  oil  in  such  cases,  except  the  arrest  of 
pmaciation,  but  we  ascribe  the  acknowledged  greater  success  of  the  profession  in 
treating  Consumption  to  the  general  abandonment  of  active  and  deleterious 
drugs,  formerly  so  universally  employed  in  this  disease.  To  substitute  Cod-liver 
oil,  or  any  other  comparatively  inert  article  for  such  agents,  has  been  most  salu- 
tary. Our  reliance  is  upon  nutrition  and  cordials,  with  Cod-liver  oil  as  an  aux- 
iliary only,  in  all  cases  of  tuberculous  Consumption  after  the  first  stage  is  passed; 
for  in  this  only  can  active  medication  be  useful.  If,  as  alleged,  such  cases  are 
cured  by  nature,  the  Cod-liver  oil  being  the  nearest  to  nothing,  will  be  least 
likely  to  hinder  the  spontaneous  cure.    It  does,  however,  prevent  emaciation. 

Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  New  York,  has  written,  in  the  American  Medical  Jour- 
nal, what  may  be  called  the  epitaph  of  Doctor  John  G.  Adams,  who  signs  him- 
self in  Paris,  in  endless  iteration.  "Ancien  Secretaire;  Ancien  editeur,"'  &c,  in 
which  capacities  he  is  taking  a  position  abroad  to  which  he  never  aspired  at 
home,  making  more  figure  in  the  French  Academy  and  Hospital  than  he  ever 
made  here.  He  has  mistaken  his  calling,  or  he  would  never  attempt  criticizing 
anybody  on  a  medical  subject;  for  he  never  can  take  rank  beyond  a  "  medical 
fop,"  and  has  notoriously  failed  in  everything  he  has  undertaken  in  the  profes- 
sion, from  the  New  York  Hospital  down.  But  we  forbear,  for  Dr.  Green  has 
so  effectually  let  the  gas  out  of  him,  and  so  utterly  extinguished  his  medical 
pretensions,  that  he  is  not  worth  dissecting.  We  should  not  be  surprised,  when 
this  pamphlet  reaches  Paris,  if  Dr.  Adams  should  fly  to  parts  unknown. 

Dr.  n.  Green  has  also  disarmed  all  his  hostile  critics  by  not  only  disclaiming 
all  pretensions  to  originality  in  "  medicating  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
larynx'*  by  a  probang,  armed  with  a  sponge  containing  solutions  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver;  which  he  yields  to  Trousseau  &  Belloc,  to  whom  it  belongs.  He  then 
adds,  ••  This,  however,  I  do  claim,  that  /  was  the  first  to  pass  a  sponge — probang, 
loaded  with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  below  the  epiglottis,  through 
the  larynx,  and  rirna  glottidis,  down  into  the  trachea."  We  apprehend  that 
to  this  claim  of  priority  by  Dr.  G.,  there  now  remains  no  disputant  at  home  or 
abroad.    Controversy,  therefore,  should  cease. 
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A  dentist  in  New  York  not  long  since  sold  one  of  our  fraternity,  by  sending 
him  an  account  of  the  removal  of  a  gold  ring  from  a  lady's  finger  by  quicksil- 
ver, which  new  discovery  has  been  going  the  rounds  ever  since:  a  capital  adver- 
tisement for  the  dentist,  though  the  novelty  is  older  than  his  great  grand- 
mother, and  may  be  found  in  any  of  the  Almanacs  of  the  last  century. 

The  American  Medical  Monthly  has  an  excellent  article  on  the  study  of  Anat- 
omy, in  which  Professor  Tiiyler  Lewis  is  rebuked  for  the  lamentable  ignorance 
and  silly  ceusoriousness  of  his  tirade  in  Harper's  Magazine,  on  the  "  Sacred- 
ncss  of  the  human  body."  In  the  same  connection,  a  merited  rebuke  is  given 
to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College,  for  their  mercenary  littleness  iu  their 
remonstrance  against  the  Boylston  Medical  School. 

The  forgeries  of  Quacks,  in  appending  the  signatures  of  honest  men  to  their 
nostrums,  in  the  way  of  testimonials  or  reference,  have  been  rebuked  of  late  by 
the  published  disclaimers  of  Professors  Silliman,  Wood  and  Baehe,  who  declare 
such  use  of  their  names  to  be  fraudulent.  Professor  Mott  has  made  a  similar 
repudiation  of  the  use  of  his  name,  by  Dr.  Hartly.  the  oculist. 

Dr.  Charles  Valleise,  of  this  city,  has  introduced  a  new  form  of  mechanical 
compression  by  elastic  spiral  bandages,  adapted  to  any  portion  of  the  body 
They  are  made  by  an  ingenious  combination  of  silk  and  India-rubber  thread, 
and  are  preferable  to  any  heretofore  used.  lie  has  also  numerous  forms  of  ap- 
paratus, made  of  the  flaest India-rubber  cloth,  with  facilities  for  inflation,  which 
are  convenient  and  useful. 

Chloroform  in  Delirium  Tremens. — Dr.  Chamberlain,  of  Astoria,  reports  10 
cases  of  Delirium  Tremens,  treated  with  Chloroform,  by  Dr.  Kelly  and  himself. 
The  earliest  employment  of  Ana'Sthetics  in  this  disease  was  at  Bellevue  Hospi- 
tal in  1847,  where  Dr.  Kelly,  then  one  of  our  excellent  corps  of  assistants,  learned 
its  value,  as  he  would  have  frankly  stated,  had  he  made  the  Report.  We  pub- 
lished the  results  of  our  experience  in  1847-8,  first  with  the  inhalation  of 
Ether,  and  Chloroform  was  substituted  on  its  introduction. 

We  had  the  honor  of  selecting  and  appointing  Dr.  Wm.  Kelly  to  the  charge 
of  the  Penitentiary  Hospital,  then  under  our  supervision:  and  he  proved  to  be 
the  man  for  the  post — professionally  and  morally  qualified  to  fill  it.  The 
sad  mystery  which  enshrouds  his  fate,  since  his  embarkation  for  Europe 
during  the  last  year,  remains  unbroken  by  a  single  ray  of  light.  His  name  and 
memory  will,  however,  suryive  him  in  any  event.  "  None  knew  him  but  to  love 
him,  none  named  him  but  to  praise." 

A  great  deal  of  nonsense  finds  its  way  into  the  Journals  of  late.  Somebody 
in  France  recommends  vaccination  by  scraping  up  the  cuticle  without  punc- 
ture or  incision,  substituting  therefor  a  brisk  rubbing  of  the  skin  with  an  ivory 
knife.  And  some  other  medical  blockhead  announces  the  discovery  that  the 
vaccine  virus  becomes  inert  by  passing  through  the  blood  of  a  negro.  This  last 
puerility  reminds  us  of  the  Homa-path,  who  failing  to  cure  a  mulatto  with  his 
specific  globules,  explained  it  by  the  theory,  that  though  the  infinitesimals  were 
successful  with  black  or  white  people,  they  were  found  inert  when  given  to  per- 
sons of  mixed  blood. 
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Seventh  Annual  .Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  at  Si.  Louis. 
May  2d.  1854. — Our  present  number  goes  to  press,  while  as  yet  we  have  not 
received  the  detailed  particulars)  of  which  we  may  avail  ourselves  hereafter. 
We  learn  that  the  following-  officers  were  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

President — Charles  A.  Pope,  of  Missouri. 

Vice  Presidents — E.  D.  Fenner,  of  Louisiana:  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Illinois;  Wm. 
T.  yVragg,  of  South  Carolina;  and  John  Green,  of  Massachusetts. 

Secretaries — Edwin  S.  Lemoine,  of  Missouri:  Francis  West,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Treasurer — 1).  F.  Condie. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  very  meagre  attendance  of  the  delegates  from 
this  region  of  country.  The  next  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  May,  18.3,";. 


NEW  HOSPITAL. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Sims,  formerly  of  Alabama,  but  now  of  New  York,  has  called  upon 
the  profession  and  the  public,  by  a  free  Lecture  delivered  recently  in  the  Stuy- 
vesant  Institute,  to  found  a  New  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  the  Diseases 
peculiar  to  Females. 

We  took  early  occasion  to  introduce  Dr.  S.  to  our  readers,  and  express  our 
estimate  of  his  merits,  which  are  second  to  no  man  in  our  country  in  this  depart- 
ment, he  having  demonstrated  the  curability  of  Vcsico  and  Recto- Vaginal  Fis- 
tula, which  the  Surgeons  of  the  N.  Y.  Hospital  regard  as  among  the  incurable 
diseases,  and  on  this  account  such  patients  are  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
that  institution.  Humanity  would  suggest  that,  now  that  Dr.  S.  can  cure  these 
incurables,  he  should  be  admitted  with  his  patients  into  that  Hospital;  but  as 
that  would  infringe  upon  the  rules  of  that  '  incurable"'  monopoly,  w  e  go  for  the 
New  Hospital,  and  will  contribute  our  mite  towards  its  beginning,  if  Dr.  S.  will 
have  the  discretion  to  fulfil  the  promise  made  in  his  lecture,  and  keep  clear  of 
the  "cliques."  some  of  whom  are  already  undertaking  to  subjugate  him.  and 
may  endanger  the  success  of  his  benevolent  enterprise,  by  estranging  from  it 
those  who  have  both  the  will  and  the  power  to  render  him  disinterested  and 
efficient  aid. 


POISONING  BY  ACONITE. 

The  late  execution  of  Hendrickson,  at  Albany,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  has 
failed  to  put  a  quietus  upon  the  controversy  started  by  Professor  Wells,  of 
Boston,  who  denies  the  scientific  accuracy  of  the  testimony  upon  which  the 
prisoner  was  convicted,  alleging  that  Chemistry  can  afford  no  infallible  tests 
for  detecting  Aconitine.  He  fortifies  himself  by  the  combined  evidence  of  many 
eminent  Chemists,  all  of  whom  united  with  him  in  memorials  to  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  for  executive  clemency.  Gov.  Seymour  re- 
fused to  interfere  with  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  notwithstanding  all  impor- 
tunity, although  very  powerful  interest  was  made,  by  professional  men,  at  Al- 
bany and  elsewhere.  He  doubtless  regarded  the  proofs  of  guilt  to  be  ample, 
irrespective  of  the  testimony  of  either  Dr.  Salisbury,  the  Chemist,  or  Dr.  Swin- 
burn.  who  made  the  post  mortem:  and  hence  saw  no  good  reason  to  shield  the 
murderer  from  the  penalty  of  the  law. 

We  honor  his  judgment  and  firmness  in  this  case,  for  had  he  let  loose  this 
Hendrickson  upon  society,  he  would  have  merited  the  public  censure  as  widely 
and  justly  as  it  has  been  hurled  at  the  Court  and  Jury  in  Kentucky,  who  have 
set  at  liberty  that  other  murderer,  Ward.  Even  if  the  medical  testimony  were 
erroneous,  this  could  not  vitiate  the  other  evidence  before  the  jury,  else  a  blun- 
dering doctor  could  lie  used  to  secure  the  acquittal  of  any  murderer.  Nor  should 
any  number  of  physicians,  or  others  known  tohc  opposed  to  capital  punishment . 
be  allowed  to  cajole  or  intimidate  the  authorities  into  conformity  to  their  creed, 
which  makes  a  virtue  of  preventing  any  murderer  from  being  hanged. 


284 


THE  NEW-YORK 


[For  the  Medical  Gazette.] 

Among  our  latest  news  from  Europe,  we  have  received  tidings  from  Bonn,  Prussia,  of 
the  death  of  J.  Edward  Weber,  M.  D.,  son  of  Prof.  M.  J.  Weber.  He  had  gone  thither 
in  the  hope  of  regaining  his  health,  but  alas,  too  late.  He  died  of  Phthisis  Pulmonale,  in 
the  prime  of  life,  just  entering  a  career  which  certainly  would  have  brought  him  to  the 
f  jremost  rank  of  the  medical  profession.  He  was  formerly  connected,  as  Resident  Phy- 
sician, with  the  Ward's  Island  and  Quarantine  Hospitals.  He  was  well  known  to  the 
Profession  as  a  Surgeon;  who,  possessed  of  a  deep  and  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
science  of  surgery,  seemed  ardently  to  follow  in  the  steps  of  the  great  and  immortal 
Philip  Franz  Von  Walther — his  uncle. 

Through  the  publication  of  several  pamphlets,  and  communications  to  this  and  other 
Medical  Journals,  especially  his  description  of  his  operation  for  Hydatids  of  the  Liver,  he 
proved  himself  an  able  writer  and  Surgeon,  whose  name,  if  only  for  that  case,  will  be 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  surgical  worthies. 

Many  of  our  professional  brethren,  who  knew  him  personally,  with  citizens  who  have 
been  benefited  by  his  skill,  will  mourn  the  early  loss  of  one  whose  whole  life  was  devoted 
to  the  promotion  of  medical  science. 
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il.BANYUKDICAL  COL. 

ffk.  JjF.tlE. — The  next  Course  of  Lectures  udll 
iommerice  on  7'uesday,  the  5//t  of  September,  1H54. 

Two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  arc  delivered  an- 
nually. The  Fall  Course  commences  on  the  lirsi 
Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.  Each  Course 
continuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees  are  conferred 
at  the  close  of  each  term. 

AiDKN  March.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

jAUKi  McNauGHTON,  M.  L>. ,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
«nd  Practice  of  Medicine. 

XikBSH.  ARMSBY,  M.  1)..  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Thomas  Hon,  M.  !>..  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  ol 
Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 

Amos  Dra.v,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

Howard  Towxsbnd,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics, 
&ju  S.  Cakk,  M.  !>.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  a  single  course,  $00;  for  two  courses. 


paid  in  advance,  $100.  .Matriculation  fee,  $0; 
Graduation  fee.  $20. 

Material  for  dissection. abundant;  and  furnish- 
ed to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  XewYork 
and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Op- 
portunities for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed 
to  be  equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the 
country  Price  of  Board  from  $'2.50  to  $3,50  per 
week.         HOWARD  TOWNSEND,  Registrar. 

4  OPR^INGFOB 
:\     A   VOUKfi  I'llVSltlA.\.-A 

Physician  long  practising  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, wishes  to  sell  his  situation  with  a  view  of 
retiring.  The  location  is  eligible,  the  property 
every  way  desirable,  and  the  terms  easy.  Or  he 
would  take  a  young  physician  of  thorough  anal, 
ifications.  professional  and  moral,  as  a  partner, 
with  the  view  of  transferring  to  him  his  thriv- 
ing business.  Possession  in  either  case  immedi- 
ately. For  particulars,  address  the  Editor  of 
this  Journal. 
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MA  RN II  'M  RADICAL  CiRK 
TRUSS— The  peculiarity  of  this  Truss 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certainty  with 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
outer  and  inner  rinfr,  thus  effectually  support- 
ing1 the  bowel,  and  keeping  it  absolutely  within 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  the 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  ;  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certainty 
with  which  this  is  done,  and  the  complete  im- 
mobility of  the  pad  ;  when  he  is  told  that  the 
pad  is  an  oral  ringy  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening, 
the  integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  internal  and  external  circumfer- 
ence of  the  pad,  and  thus  effectually  securing  it 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  most 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  !  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retain- 
ing Truss  ;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  open- 
ing of  the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  is 
known  to  every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  most 
safely  produced  by  external  mechanical  pressure 
fe  equally  apparent  to  the  common  sense  of  every 
reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  lias  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  of 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad, 
attached  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  is 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  of 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
screw;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressure 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  of 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  truss 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  met 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par- 
ker, Carnachan,  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  of 
thiii  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor- 
ough trials  in  volumnious  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  severe 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  l>oct. 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

marsh" &  co.'S 

BBIOH  0RTH0P.«DIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  i  1-2  Maiden  Lane, 
NEW-YORK. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians,  Inven- 
tors and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Support 
for  lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine 
for  the  cure  of  Club-Feet,  Bow-I>egs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities,  Elastic  Stocking!)  and 
Knee-Caps;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins, 
&c. 

A  new  style  of  SUHIVNHOKI  Bandage,  superior 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  New  and 
Improved  light,  KJastic  Suspender  Shoulder 
Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 
A  comprehensive  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip- 
tive of  every  variety  of  Heruia  and  all  illustra 


ted  by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de 
scriptions  of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 
for  its  relief,  will  be  sent  gratis  to  Physicians  on 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


flASTLETON  HIEDICAL  COL- 

\J  LEGE.— There  are  two  full  Courses  of 
lectures  annually,  in  Castleton  Medical  College 

The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Autumnal  Skssiom 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
will  continue  four  months. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Obstetrics. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

MinnijrroN  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory 

William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
lurisprudence.  . 

Cortolon  La  Ford,  M.  I).,  Professor  of  Aoato 
my  and  Physiology. 

George  Hi  dlky,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History. 

AdrainT.  Woodward.  M.  D..  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  , 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  ;  Board  from 
$2,00  to  $2.50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  II.  D., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty 
Castleton,  Vermont,  Pec.  1,  1853. 


THE  ORTHOPAEDIC  INSTI- 
TUTION,for  the  cure  of  deformities, 
457.  459  and  461  Pacific  Street,  South  Brooklyn 
affords  to  in-door  patients,  afllicted  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda 
tion,  Orthopaedic  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
at  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  private  patients  only.  The 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdaj-s  and 
Fridays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock.  P.  M  .  when 
clinical  instruction  will  be  given  to  Medical  Stu 
dents,  who  may  favor  the  institution  with  theh 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re 
■ipectfully  invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
their  attention  and  visits. 
Physician  of  the  Institution. 

L.  BAUER,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
(Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ortho 
paidic  Institution  in  Manchester,  G.  B.  Low,  Mem 
ber  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  etc 


DR.  S.  M.  ELLIOTT'S  ANNUAL 
COURSE  OF  LECTURES  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
including  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathol 
Ogy  of  the  Human  Eye,  wili  be  resumed  in  the 
second  week  of  December,  and  continued  during 
the  Winter  months.  The  Course  will  be  illus- 
trated by  maguibed  Drawings,  by  Microscopic 
and  Clinical  demonstrations,  and  by  actual  Dis- 
sections of  the  Organ  in  the  presence  of  the 
Class.  Circulars  containing  full  particulars  and 
testimonials  from  the  highest  Medical  Professors 
in  New  York,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Office,  No 
49S  Broadway. 
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IMPORTANT  TO  THE 

3VEES33IO-A.X^  FACULTY 
DEALERS  IN  MEDICINES. 

The  Undersign"d.  Importers and  Wholesale  Dealers,  offer  for 
sale  a  very  extensive  and  choice  selection  of  fresh  and  lately 
imported  Drugs,  Chemicals,  he,  at  prices  lower  than  heretofore 
asked  in  this  market.  They  are  the  SOLE  AGENTS  for  the 
I'NITED  STATES,  CUBA  MEXICO,  and  the  WEST  INDIES,  for  the 
celebrated  M -A THEY  CAYI.CS  COPAIVA  BAI&AM  G  1.1  TEN  CAF- 
SCLE,  app roved  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris  and 
London . 

These  Capsules  are  distinguished  from  the  other  preparations 
of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantages  : 

1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  necessity  the  use  of 
a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  genuine.  Now  it  is  manifest  that  this 
substance  succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of  purity. 
Tiie  same  condition  not  being  indispensible  in  the  Gelatine  Cap- 
sules, it  frequently  happens  that  it  is  adulterated.  There  are 
even  Bome  sold  that  merely  contain  oil  slightly  impregnated  with 
Ct.jinirtt, — an  infamou4-  fraud  which  could  hardly  be  believed,  did 
not  recent  experiments,  made  by  professors  of  the  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  College,  afford  ample  proofs. 

2d.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  they  con- 
tain as  much  Copaiva,  which  is  explained  by  the  difference  in  the 
thickness  of  the  envelope;  theGlulen  Capsules  weighing  2  grains, 
whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsules  weigh  12,  which  can  be  easily 
proved. 

3d.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that  they  succeed  where 
other  medicines  have  proved  a  failure. 
,  .astly.  then  regular  shape  and  small  volume,  so  favorable  to  deglutition,  their  agreeable  appear- 
ance, whicn  it  more  like  a  sugar  plum  than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  more  easy,  even  for  the 
most  qualmu»  medicine  takers. 

gg-  Also  constantly  on  hand  Capsules  of  Copaiva  and  Cubebs.  Copaiva  and  Ratanhia,  Copaiva 
and  Citrate  of  Iron.  Copaiva  and  Magnesia. 

Each  Bottle  holds  64  Capsule*.  They  are  to  be  obtained  Wholesale  and  Retail,  at  the  principal 
Druggists.    Also  at  the  GEMERAL  DEPOT,  No.  32  JOHN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

HIX,  CATALOGNE  &  CO. 


UNIVERSITY  of  NA»HVIJL,L,E. 
MSDKW  Department. — The  Fourth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  the  30th  of  October  next, 
and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March. 

Robert  M.  Porter.  M.  D..  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berries  I.ixt>st.ky.  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

C.  K.  Wisktox.  M  D  .  Materia  Medina  and  Med 
ical  Jurisprudence. 

A.  H.  BrtCHAjJAJi,  M.  D. ,  Surgical  and  Patho 
logical  Anatomy. 

Thomas  R.  J  huttings,  M.  1)..  Institutes  of  Med 
.cine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

W.  K.  Bowling.  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

John  M.  Watson.  M.  D..  Obstetric*  and  tin 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

PiulF.  Evt.  M.  D..  Principles  and  Practice  ol 
Surgery. 

Wiiliam  T.  BRIOGP.  M.  D. .  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

The  Amitomici.1  rooms  wSH  be  opened  for  Stu 
dents  on  tlie  Brst  Monday  ol  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  to 
all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors 
commencing  also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

AClinique  has  been  established,  in  connection 
with  the  University,  at  which  operations  are 
performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured 
upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  to  accommo- 
date all  persons  requiring  surgical  operations. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University 
is  $105.  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only,) 
$5;  Practical  Anatomy  $10;  Graduation  fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  for  $3  00  per  week 
Further  information  can  be  obtained  by  address- 
ing the  Dean. 

J  B.  LINTjSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  March,  1854. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PKOFES- 
WION— The  Subscriber  having  relin- 
quished the  practice  of  Medicine,  intends  devot- 
ing his  time  and  attention   to  the  practical 

details  of  Pharmacy. 

He  would  resj  ectfully  inform  his  Medical 
brethren  that  he  has  purchased  the  Store,  No. 
809  Broadway,  lately  occupied  by  George  G. 
Coggeshall,  and  that  be  will  there  carry  on  the 
business  of  an  Apothecary,  in  connection  with 
his  old  established  s  and  :A  No.  6  Bcwery,  and 
hopes  that,  villi  cnr-able  assistants  aud  strict 
attention,  he  will  merit  and  receiie  a  continu- 
ance of  the  favors  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed. 

The  Profession  may  place  implicit  confidence  in 
every  article  being  of  the  best  possible  quality 
dispensed. 

WM.  J.  OLIJFF, 
No.  6  Bowery  and  809  Broadway,  near  11th  St 
New  York,  January,  1854. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  "PALMER'S  PATENT" 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  Philadelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG.  invented  by  B.  F.  PAUIER,  and  Manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
thing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  country  or  in  Europe.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  "THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  LIMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.    It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb, 


had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  and 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien- 
tific Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
l/>ndon,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented, 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux,  Paris,  forty  vears,  and  M.  LALLEMAND, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H. 
GREEN  Esq.,  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
ease  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated  ; 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per- 
sons, are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
country,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit 

•'I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is  beau- 
tiful ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos^ 
sees  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VAL  ENTINE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University 

New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 

"  I  have  seen  several  "f  the  Artificial  Leg* 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use, 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.        WH.LARD  PARKER,  M.  I). 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physician 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  '29,  1851."' 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  I  .eg,  projected  and  man 
ufactured  by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits, 
over  all  other  inversions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  ri'commcnd  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
1  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  have 
been  operated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  th: 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  D 

' 1  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 

Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc 
New  York,  April  12  1863 ." 


Gknti.kmkx. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers. Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon. 
To  Messrs  B.  F.  PALMER  &  Co. 

U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1851." 
"  I  have  examined  the  Artificial  I/>g  construc- 
ted by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  ('.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  II. 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

PHiUDEi.rniA,  March  27, 1851. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patient* 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  I).  MUTTER,  M.  D.. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College.  Phil*." 

I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn. " 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851. 

SURGEONS  OF  ROSTOIV. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
hy  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
seem  possible.  We  recommend  them  with  plea- 
sure ami  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 
assistance 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
«.  D.  TOWNSEMi. 

,i.  mason  warren, 

1 1.  II.  STORER, 

N.  B. — All  orders  tor  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  the 
(tates  of  New  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  they  will  be  executed.  AM 
others  to  Philadelphia. 

B.  F.  PALMER,  R.  D.  HUDSON 

A.  S.  CURRIER 


Surgeons  and  Physicians 

to 

Mw»,  Gen.  Hospital. 
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OTTO  &  KGEHLER, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

SURGICAL  &  ORTHOPEDICAL 

MACHINES, 

AND 

Instruments,  Trusses,  Bandages.  &c 

No.  58  Canal  Street,  (2d  Floor,) 

New  York. 

Allkinds  of  Instruments.  Tools,  and  f-knssors  made 
repaired  and  ground,  at  the  shortest  notice.  I 

ELOLUC  &  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
given,  without  smell,  taste  or  empnratiim  ;  they 
have  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Tannate  of  <(uininr, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor  ;  al 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agent. 

delltjc  &  CO., 

PHAEMACIBTICAX.  C1E1IS  Ti 

581  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 


KIVICKKRBOCKER  I  II  0.  II*. 
NIKAIVC'K  COiTIPAIW,  ok  nix 

City  ok  Nkw  York,  corner  of  Fourteenth  Stree'. 
and  Kighth  Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocke* 
Rank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen 
eral  Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  deposited  SKM.000  with  the  Comptroller,  a  • 
security  for  the  insured,  additional  to  th" 
jceipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transace 
the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurance  on  the  most 
favorable  terms  consistent  with  securtv  andt 
stability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  nartiieipation 

in  profits. 


D 


TO  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention 
to  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLE? 
AND  PERFUMKRY. — Druggists  will  do  well  to 
give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c,  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  .J.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich  St..  N.  Y 
The  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up  in 
beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  re 
tailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give 
dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser,"  of  this  cit 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — "For  the  sake  ol 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kepha 
lia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and 
promoeting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeni- 
ably fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  ha 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  onlv  bv  A 
li  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y.'.  iguni 
versally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made 
and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted 
nine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com 
plexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear 
ness  and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c. 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich  at..  New  York. 


Erastus  Lyman, 


DIRECTORS  : 


Joseph  Yf.  Savage, 
John  B.  Kitching. 
James  S.  Gibbons', 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr. 
Isaac  Kip.  Jr. 
Pierre  C.  Kane, 
William  Charters. 
Mark  Cornell. 
S.  C.  Wheeler, 
3.  H.  Homer, 
B.  F.  Manierre. 
Camming*  H.  Tucker, 
Richard  II.  Bull. 
Anthony  Thornton, 
Robert  Ayres, 
Gen.  Elijah  Ward. 
William  A.  Wheeler. 
Abel  Thompson, 
C  K  Howell, 
William  W.  Cornell, 
"aines  K.Del  Vecchio, 

James  Stephens. 
ERASTUS  LYMAN.  President. 
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©rigmal  ^Department. 

MEETING  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION  AT 
ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.,  MAY,  1854. 

In  our  last  number  we  announced  the  Seventh  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  this  body,  with  the  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 
An  abstract  of  the  voluminous  proceedings  is  all  for  which  we 
can  find  room. 

The  President,  Dr.  Knight,  being  absent,  the  senior  Vice 
President,  Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  of  E.  I.,  presided,  and  delivered 
the  following  address  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  American  Medical  Association. — It  has  been  cus- 
tomary for  the  presiding  officer  of  this  Association,  on  retiring  from 
the  chair,  to  give  a  valedictory  discourse.  On  the  eve  of  my  depar- 
ture from  Rhode  Island,  our  venerable  President  notified  me  of  his 
inability  to  attend  and  perform  this  part  of  his  official  duty,  which 
deprives  us  of  the  rich  entertainment  anticipated  from  so  distinguished 
a  scholar  and  professor.  The  notice  being  entirely  unexpected,  I  am 
unprepared  to  offer  you  anything  worthy  of  your  attention,  and  my 
inclination  would  therefore  be  to  remain  silent,  but  for  an  apprehen- 
sion that  this  course  might  operate  as  a  precedent  to  others  on  similar 
occasions ;  I  will  therefore  present  you,  rather  as  an  apology  for  a  dis- 
course, a  few  thoughts  that  have  suggested  themselves  while  on  my 
way  to  this  city. 

In  order  to  promote  the  honor,  dignity  and  usefulness  of  our  pro- 
fession, objects  for  which  the  Association  was  instituted,  its  members 
must  be  gathered  from  all  parts  of  our  country,  and  united  into  one 
harmonious  fraternity,  and  must  adopt  such  measures  as  will  promote 
19 
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and  perpetuate  among  ourselves  an  esprit  du  corps,  a  conformity  of 
sentiment  and  feeling,  and  a  combination  and  co-operation  in  action. 
This  has  already  been  accomplished  in  a  good  degree  by  holding  our 
annual  meetings  in  distant  and  remote  cities  of  the  Union.  They  must 
continue  to  be  carried  to  new  and  ever-varying  spheres  of  action,  until 
their  beneficial  influence  is  made  available  to  the  whole  profession. 
As  the  metallurgist,  in  separating  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  particles, 
passes  over  it  a  magnetic  bar  to  attract  the  pure  iron  and  steel  with 
a  force  proportioned  to  its  proximity,  so  must  the  meetings  of  this 
Association,  in  order  to  gather  into  one  fold  suitable  materials  of 
growth  and  strength,  be  carried  from  place  to  place  over  the  whole 
mass  of  our  population,  attracting  from  the  dross  and  impurities  all 
that  is  of  value,  and  worthy  of  reception  and  incorporation  into  a  homo- 
geneous and  efficient  brotherhood.  These  considerations  influenced  me 
in  voting  to  accept  the  invitation  to  hold  the  present  meeting  in  Mis- 
souri, notwithstanding  the  toil  and  fatigue  of  the  journey,  and  its 
remoteness  from  the  residence  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  delegates. 
It  is  here  more  than  elsewhere,  that  the  meetings  of  this  Association 
are  likely  to  prove  beneficial  by  a  rapid  enlargement  of  our  numbers. 

Whoever  glances  at  a  map  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  extending 
from  the  base  of  the  Alleghany  and  Cumberland  Mountains  to  the 
margin  of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  from  the  Highlands  bordering  on 
Lake  Superior,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  contemplates  the  fertility 
of  its  soil,  its  adaptation  for  cereal  productions,  which  are  so  necessary 
for  human  subsistence  and  increase,  and  who  surveys  the  majestic  Mis- 
sissippi, navigable  through  this  whole  territory,  with  its  numerous 
navigable  tributaries  pouring  in  their  treasures  on  either  side,  and  adds 
to  this  the  vast  mineral  resources,  lead,  iron,  copper  and  coal,  which 
are  far  more  conducive  to  healthful  opulence  than  the  golden  regions 
of  California — whoever,  I  say,  candidly  surveys  all  these  elements  of 
future  growth,  expansion  and  power,  and  moved  onward  by  the  agency 
of  steam  on  land  and  water,  and  labor-saving  mechanical  manufactur- 
ing operations,  can  arrive  at  no  other  conclusion  than  that  this  vast 
territory,  the  largest  and  most  favored  one  by  nature  of  any  under 
the  whole  canopy  of  Heaven,  will,  in  time,  be  densely  populated  with 
gcores  of  millions,  and  become  the  seat  of  empire  of  the  western  world; 
and  that  it  is  destined  to  be  the  grand  theatre  of  human  progress  in 
every  department  that  is  calculated  to  advance  the  dignity  and  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  the  human  family^ 
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And  in  no  department  of  human  affairs  is  progress  here  more  sure 
than  in  medical  knowledge.  Our  Atlantic  States  have  inherited  a 
reverence  for  European  opinions,  which,  although  commendable  in  our 
early  medical  history,  is  at  the  present  day  less  favorable  to  American 
progress  and  discovery  in  medicine.  We  need  to  interrogate  nature 
and  experience  more,  and  European  opinions  less.  We  need  mental 
as  well  as  political  independence — the  freer  swing  of  thought  and 
purpose  that  characterizes  our  brethren  of  the  West,  and  which  this 
Association  is  adapted  to  call  into  action. 

There  is  much  to  encourage  you  in  your  recent  discoveries  and  con- 
tributions, in  the  results  of  the  vivisections  of  Saurians,  the  half  of 
which,  if  confirmed  by  future  experiments,  will  shed  new  light  on 
Physiology:  and  again,  in  the  discoveries  made  relating  to  the  process 
of  digestion,  by  your  late  lamented  Beaumont,  of  St.  Louis,  who  for 
the  theories  and  speculations  before  prevailing,  has  substituted  ocular 
demonstration  of  the  modus  operandi  of  that  wonderful  process,  by 
submitting  to  it  the  various  articles  of  human  aliment,  and  determin- 
ing the  length  of  time  required  for  converting  each  into  healthful 
chyme;  and  again,  in  the  successful  labors  of  Drake  in  travelling  from 
State  to  State  throughout  the  valley,  collecting  the  history  and  char- 
acter of  its  epidemics  by  personal  inquiry  and  observation.  Others  of 
your  venerated  dead  might  be  mentioned  who  have  pursued  a  like 
independent  course,  untrammeled  by  prevailing  European  authorities. 
Of  their  immediate  successors  who  now  stand  at  the  head  of  their  pro- 
fession, it  would  ill-become  me  to  speak,  seeing  that  some  of  them  are 
present  and  unused  to  such  freedom  of  remark.  But  to  the  junior 
members  of  the  profession  we  would  say,  "  unite  with  us — follow  the 
example  of  the  distinguished  pioueers  I  have  named,  and  of  Caldwell 
and  Harrison  who  have  gone  to  their  reward;  throw  the  result  of 
your  labors  into  the  common  stock  of  medical  knowledge,  accumulated 
by  this  Association,  where,  rest  assured  that  they  will  be  duly  appre- 
ciated to  the  common  benefit  of  the  profession  and  of  mankind,  and 
redound  eventually  to  your  everlasting  honor  and  professional  fame." 

Gentlemen,  eight  years  have  elapsed  since  the  preliminary  meeting 
of  the  Convention  which  recommended  the  formation  of  this  National 
Association,  and  the  results  of  its  labors  have  equalled  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  friends  of  reform  and  progress  in  our  profession.  The  six 
published  volumes  of  Transactions  have  successively  increased  in  value 
and  iuterest,  and  are  enduring  monuments  of  the  ardent  zeal  and 


292 


THE  NEW-YORK 


patient  industry  of  the  numerous  contributors,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that  our  future  labors  will  continue  to  be  crowned  with 
equally  increasing  success. 

Gentlemen,  we  are  reminded,  by  the  history  of  the  past  year,  of  the 
frailty  of  human  life.  Death  has  removed  many  of  the  brethren  of 
this  Association.  Among  others,  its  first  President,  Professor  Chap- 
man, of  Philadelphia,  a  veteran  teacher  in  our  oldest  Medical  College — 
Professor  Caldwell,  another  veteran  of  great  distinction,  as  a  lecturer 
and  an  author — Professor  Howard,  of  Ohio,  an  eminent  surgeon, 
editor  of  the  Ohio  Medical  Journal,  and  who  was  Vice  President  of 
this  Association  at  the  time  of  his  decease — Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck, 
LL.  D.,  Boston,  an  extensive  practitioner,  and  formerly  President  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  He  was  reputed  the  wealthiest 
physician  in  New  England,  and  his  numerous  bequests  to  educational , 
humane,  and  religious  institutions,  and  private  enterprises  and  chari- 
ties, proclaim  that  his  philanthropy  was  proportioned  to  his  opulence 

We  are  reminded  by  the  return  of  this  anniversary,  of  the  terrible 
catastrophe  that  occurred  at  Norwalk.  The  Association  had  received 
from  our  brethren  of  New  York  a  cordial  welcome,  and  were  honored 
with  overflowing  hospitality.  After  a  delightful  and  profitable  session, 
the  Association  adjourned,  and  many  of  the  members  were  on  their 
way  in  cars  to  their  respective  homes,  in  joyous  anticipation  of  rejoin- 
ing their  families,  when  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  seven 
of  them  were  launched  into  eternity,  leaving  us  the  solemn  admonition, 
that  "  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death."  I  should  deem  it  a  duty 
on  this  occasion  to  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  due  to  their  memory,  by 
portraying  their  many  virtues  and  excellencies  as  men  and  as  physi- 
cians, had  I  not  ascertained  that  justice  will  be  done  them  by  an  abler 
pen.  Our  brethren  of  New  York,  with  characteristic  magnanimity, 
which  adds  to  their  claim  on  our  gratitude,  immediately  on  the 
announcement  of  the  disaster,  summoned  a  meeting,  and  passed  reso- 
lutions expressive  of  their  deep  sorrow  at  the  sad  event;  and  they  also 
appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  eulogy  on  the  deceased,  to  be 
offered  at  this  annual  meeting,  and  the  distinguished  ability  of  the 
chairman  and  members  of  that  committee  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that 
justice  will  be  done  to  the  memory  of  these,  our  lamented  brethi-eu. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  the  thanks  of  the  Association  were 
tendered  Dr.  Parsons  for  his  Address,  which  was  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publications,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Trans- 
actions. 
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A  gentleman  now  announced  that  Dr.  Pope, the  Presidentelect,  was 
in  the  room.  Two  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  then 
escorted  the  President  to  the  chair.  He  addressed  the  Association 
iu  a  few  words  as  follows: 

Gentemen— There  are  occasions  when  the  mouth  is  dumb,  because 
the  heart  is  full.  I  am  unequal  to  the  task  of  thanks.  Honor,  which 
is  valuable  according  to  its  source,  is  in  the  present  case  great  indeed, 
for  I  behold  around  me  the  members  of  a  noble  profession,  the  culti- 
vators of  a  yet  nobler  science,  gathered  from  the  wide  extent  of  our 
beloved  country. 

I  would  that  this  undeserved  and  unexpected  honor  had  fallen  upon 
one  older  and  worthier  than  I,  for  many  such  I  see  before  me.  In  one 
thing  only  will  I  claim  equality,  for  however  unworthy  in  other  re- 
spects, I  yield  to  none  in  ardent  devotion  and  ceaseless  love  to  our 
time-honored  art.  But  I  will  not  claim  more  than  I  ought.  Nor  do 
I  misconstrue  the  honor  which  your  partiality  has  conferred  upon  me : 
for  well  I  feel  that  it  was  iutended  less  as  an  individual  compliment, 
than  as  one  to  the  West  in  general,  and  to  Missouri  especially.  In  this 
view,  and  for  them,  and  for  myself,  I  return  you  the  warm,  unfeigned 
thanks  of  a  grateful  heart.  Relying  upon  your  partiality,  which  has 
thus  elevated  me  to  my  present  position,  and  claiming  indulgence  for 
any  short-comings  in  presiding  over  your  deliberations,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  acquit  myself  to  the  best  of  my  poor  ability.  Again,  Gentlemen,  I 
thank  you. 

To  the  American  Medical  Association: 

We,  the  members  of  the  American  Medical  Society  of  Paris,  beg, 
through  our  delegates,  to  present  the  following  memorial: 

The  jNTational  Association  of  the  United  States  has  had  its  origin 
mainly  from  the  consciousness  of  physicians  of  the  low  state  of  medical 
education  in  our  country,  and  from  the  desire  universally  entertained 
by  them,  of  elevating  the  standard  of  medical  education  and  attain- 
ment of  the  medical  profession. 

We,  by  our  sojourn  abroad,  from  an  intercourse  with  those  educa- 
ted here,  have  become  more  painfully  conscious  of  our  infirmities  and 
deficiencies  at  home,  and  for  this  reason  beg  once  more  to  urge  upon 
the  Association  the  necessity  of  a  change.  While  acknowledging, 
however,  the  superiority  of  education  in  Europe,  we  are  far  from  de- 
siring to  arrive  at  equality  by  imitating  their  methods.    We  therefore 


294 


THE  NEW-YORK 


beg  to  urge  the  following  plans  for  the  consideration  of  the  Associa- 
tion: 

That  in  each  State  there  be  appointed  by  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State,  a  Board  of  Examiners,  which  Board  shall  be  chosen  every 
year  from  members  of  the  Society,  and  which  shall  perform  its  duties 
the  following  year,  in  the  place  and  immediately  before  the  sitting  of 
the  Society;  that  their  examinations  be  public,  and  that  any  one 
whosoever  may  apply  who  shall  be  introduced  by  a  member  of  the 
Society,  and  that  no  one  can  hereafter  become  a  member  of  the  State 
Medical  Societies,  nor  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  who  has 
not  the  certificates  of  having  satisfactorily  passed  such  examination. 

As  to  the  qualifications  to  be  required  of  the  candidates,  we  do  not 
think  it  advisable  to  enter  into  particulars.  They  should  not,  however, 
believe  in  any  peculiar  doctrines  or  method— no  certificates  of  attend- 
ance upon  courses  of  lectures  should  be  necessary,  but  solely  the  pos- 
session of  the  necessary  amount  of  medical  knowledge  to  practise  their 
profession  with  safety  and  honor. 

This  plan  in  no  way  interferes  with  the  established  schools ;  its  effect 
upon  them  could  only  be  salutary.  Students  would  attend  those 
institutions  where  those  branches  of  a  medical  education  that  can 
only  be  acquired  by  attendance  upon  lectures,  are  best  taught. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Association. 

Dr.  HAMMER,  St.  Louis, 
Paris,  March  21st,  1854.  Dr.  MURPHY,  Cincinnati. 

The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  talk ! 

Dr.  Pope,  as  chairman  of  Committee  on  volunteer  communications, 
made  a  report  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  The  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  and  Volunteer 
Communications,  respectfully  report  that  the  Essays  submitted  to  their 
consideration  were  nine  in  number,  of  which  one  was  presented  as  a 
volunteer  communication.  The  committee  have  carefully  examined 
the  whole  of  these  Essays,  and  bestowed  upon  them  the  attention 
which  a  sense "of  the  importance  of  the  duty  assigned  them  imposed. 
They  feel  free  to  say  that  some  of  these  Essays  possess  undoubted 
merit,  both  iu  matter  and  style,  and  they  admit  in  them  evidence  of 
high  scientific  attainment,  as  well  as  a  familiarity  with  the  graces  of 
composition.  But  whilst  cheerfully  according  these  claims  to  their 
authors,  the  committee  have  preferred  to  be  governed  in  their  choice 
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by  considerations  of  originality  and  practical  import,  rather  than  of 
mere  theoretic  speculation,  however  finely  portrayed.  The  committee 
have,  consequently,  concluded  to  award  but  a  single  prize.  The  Essay 
selected  is  entitled  "An  Essay  on  a  new  method  of  treating  ununited 
Fractures  and  certain  Deformities  of  the  Osseous  System."  It  bears 
a  motto  in  French,  which,  being  liberally  rendered  in  modern  English, 
reads,  "  and  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  I  have  heretofore  taken,  1 
have  reason  to  praise  God,  in  that  it  has  pleased  Him  to  call  me  to 
that  branch  of  medical  practice  commonly  called  Surgery,  which  can 
neither  be  bought  by  gold  nor  by  silver,  but  by  industry  alone  and  by 
long  experience." 

If  it  please  the  Association,  I  will  now  break  the  seal  of  the  packet 
superscribed  by  the  same  motto,  and  declare  the  name  of  the  success- 
ful competitor. 

Dr.  Pope  then  broke  the  seal  of  the  packet  endorsed  by  the  same 
motto,  and  announced  the  name  of  Dr.  Brainerd,  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 
The  announcement  was  greeted  with  applause,  and  on  motion  Dr. 
Brainerd  was  invited  to  the  stand  to  explain  his  new  mode  of  treating 
ununited  fractures. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Johnson,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  now  read  the  following 
letter: 

To  the  American  Medical  Association  assembled  at  St.  Louis — 

Mr.  President — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association  in  New 
York,  I  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  through  my 
friend  Dr.  Stewart,  of  New  York,  which,  with  some  amendments, 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

As  we  are  constantly  called  upon  to  deplore  the  ravages  of  death 
among  the  meritorious  and  worthy  members  of  our  profession  through- 
out the  United  States, 

Resolved,  That  a  Standing  Committee  be  appointed  by  this  Asso- 
ciation to  procure  memorials  of  the  eminent  and  worthy  dead  among 
the  distinguished  physicians  of  our  country,  and  present  them  to  this 
Association  for  publication  in  their  Transactions. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  call  up  the  resolutions,  through  my  friend,  Dr. 
J .  B.  Johnson,  of  St.  Louis.  The  medical  biography  of  our  country 
is  intimately  related  to  the  history  of  it,  as  the  lives  of  eminent  men 
are  identified  with  the  history  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived.  In 
the  United  States  there  have  been,  and  are  to  be  found,  medical 
men  whose  lives  and  actions  are  ornaments  to  human  nature,  and 
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whose  brilliant  career  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  science  reflect 
honor  and  dignity  upon  our  country.  We  sufl'cr  nothing  in  this  re- 
spect, in  comparison  with  the  learned  and  eminent  physicians  of  Europe. 
The  profession  of  medicine  contains  more  learned  and  distinguished  men 
than  any  other  profession  or  calling,  and  some  memorial  of  their  lives 
and  actions  should  be  presented  to  the  world  in  a  more  durable  form 
than  the  periodical  journals  of  the  day,  and  particularly  of  the  news- 
paper press.  A  more  permanent  and  proper  place  for  the  publication 
of  such  memorials  would  be  in  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association.  And  without  disparagement  to  any  other  articles 
which  have  heretofore  been  published  in  the  Transact  ions,  such  memo- 
rials would  be  read  by  the  surviving  members  of  the  profession  with 
great  interest  and  improvement — short  biographies  need  take  up  but 
little  room  in  the  publication — and  this  objection  to  the  proposed 
movement  may  be  thus  obviated. 

We  are  constantly  noticing  that  death  spares  no  ranks  or  conditions 
of  men.  Those  who  contend  most  skillfully  against  his  insatiate  rav- 
ages, themselves  fall  victims  to  his  all-conquering  sword.  Within  a 
very  short  space  of  time,  we  have  been  called  to  lament  the  deaths  of 
Dr.  Nathaniel  Chapman,  the  former  President  of  this  Association  ;  of 
Drs.  Samuel  6.  Morton,  William  E.  Horner,  Isaac  Parrish,  G.  S. 
Pattison,  J.  Kearney  Rodgers,  Daniel  Drake,  the  great  Medical  Pio- 
neer of  the  West  ;  Samuel  McClellan,  Amos  Twitched,  Abiel  Pier- 
son,  G.  C.  Shattuck,  Archibald  Welch,  and  very  many  others,  which 
time  will  not  permit  me  to  enumerate. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  speak  their  eulogies  ;  some  permanent  no- 
tice of  them,  and  of  many  others  who  have  recently  died,  should  be 
published  in  the  Transactions  of  this  Association,  where  the  useful 
improvements  and  discoveries  of  the  living  should  be  recorded,  and 
the  memories  of  the  worthy  dead  should  be  presented. 

STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 

Late  of  Deerfield,  Mass. 

Lavina,  Winnebago  Co.,  111. 

The  resolutions,  on  motiou  of  Dr.  Johnson,  were  adopted. 

Dr.  Mcllvaine,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  the  practice  of 
professors  reading  lectures  to  their  classes,  no  matter  with  how  much 
care  selected  from  the  musty  records  of  antiquity,  is  a  miserable  apolo- 
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gy  for  teaching — is  prima  facia)  evidence  of  their  inaptness  to  instruct, 
and  is  inimical  to  medical  progress.    Laid  on  the  table. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS. 

The  Committee  of  Nominations,  in  fulfilling  the  duty  imposed  upon 
them,  recommend  the  continuance  of  several  of  the  Special  Commit- 
tees previously  created,  and  the  appointment  of  some  new  ones.  They 
therefore  submit  the  following  list  of  chairmen  of  special  committees 
with  the  subjects  to  them  committed  : 

Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. — On  epidemics  of 
New  England  and  New  York. 

Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  Penn. — On  epidemics  of  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland. 

Dr.  D.  J.  Cain,  of  Charleston,  S.  C— On  epidemics  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Florida,  Georgia  and  Alabama. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Suttou,  of  Georgetown,  Ky. — On  epidemics  of  Tennes- 
see and  Kentucky. 

Dr.  Thomas  Reyburn,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. — On  epidemics  of  Missou- 
ri, Illinois,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 

Dr.  George  Mendeuhall,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio — On  epidemics  of  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Michigan. 

Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner,  of  New  Orleans,  La. — On  epidemics  of  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Texas. 

Dr.  James  Jones,  of  New  Orleans,  La. — On  the  Mutual  Relations 
of  Yellow  and  Bilious  Remittent  Fevers. 

Dr.  D.  F.  Condie,  of  Philadelphia — On  the  Causes  of  Tuberculous 
Disease. 

Dr.  Joseph  Leidy,  of  Philadelphia — On  Diseases  of  Parasitic  Ori- 
gin. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Merrill,  of  Memphis,  Tenn. — On  Physiological  Peculiari- 
ties of  Diseases  of  Negroes. 

Dr.  Joseph  N.  McDowell,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. — On  Statistics  of  the- 
Operation  of  removing  Stone  in  the  Bladder. 

Dr.  F.  Peyre  Porcher,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. — On  the  Toxicological 
and  Medicinal  Properties  of  cryptogamic  plants. 

Dr.  Daniel  Brainard,  of  Chicago,  111. — On  the  Constitutional  and 
Local  Treatment  of  Carcinoma. 

Dr.  George  Engleman,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.— On  the  Influence  of  Geo- 
logical Formation  on  the  Character  of  Disease. 

Dr.  Henry  Taylor,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  Michigan — On  Dysentery. 
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Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  New  York— On  the  Use  and  Effects  of  Ap- 
plications of  Nitrate  of  Silver  to  the  Throat,  either  in  local  or  gene- 
ral Disease. 

Dr.  P.  Claiborne  Gooch,  of  Richmond,  Va. — On  the  Administra- 
tion of  Anaesthetic  Agents  during  Parturition. 

Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. — On  the  Diet  of  the 

Sick. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Dabney,  of  Clarksville,  Tenn. — On  certain  forms  of  Erup- 
tive Fevers  prevalent  in  Middle  Tennessee. 

Dr.  Sanford  B.  Hunt,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. — On  the  Hygrometrical 
State  of  the  Atmosphere  in  various  localities,  and  their  influence  on 
health. 

Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. — On  the  frequency  of 
Deformities  in  Fractures. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Pallen,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. — On  Puerperal  Convulsions. 

Dr.  G.  S.  Walker,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. — On  Diseases  of  the  Prostate 
Gland. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  Chicago,  111.— On  the  Excretions  as  an  in- 
dex to  the  Organic  Changes  going  on  in  the  System. 

Dr.  Leroy  H.  Anderson,  of  Sumterville,  Ala. — On  Typhoid  Fever 
and  its  Complications,  as  it  prevails  in  Alabama. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Byford,  of  Evansville,  la. — On  the  Pathology  and 
Treatment  of  Scrofula. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  Illinois— On  the  Nutritive  Qualities 
of  Milk,  and  the  influence  produced  thereon  by  pregnancy  and  mens- 
truation in  the  human  female,  and  pregnancy  in  the  cow  ;  and  also  on 
the  question  whether  there  is  not  some  mode  by  which  the  nutritive 
constituents  of  milk  can  be  preserved  in  their  purity  and  sweetness, 
and  furnished  to  the  inhabitants  of  cities  in  such  quantities  as  to  su- 
persede the  present  defective  and  often  unwholesome  methods  of 
supply. 

Dr.  E.  B.  Haskins,  of  Clarksville,  Tenn. — On  Microscopical  Inves- 
tigations of  Malignant  Tnmors. 

Dr.  George  R.  Grant,  of  Memphis,  Tenn. — On  the  Sulphate  of 
Quinia  as  a  remedial  agent  in  the  Treatment  of  Fevers. 

Dr.  R.  R.  Mcllvaine,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio— On  the  Study  of  Pa- 
thology at  the  bed-side. 

Dr.  F.  S.  Cooper,  of  Peoria,  111. — On  Orthopaedic  Surgery 
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Dr.  Andrew  F.  Jeetcr,  of  Palmyra,  Mo. — On  the  modus  operandi 
of  the  Envenomed  Secretion  of  Healthy  Animals. 

Dr.  Samuel  M.  Smith,  of  Columbus,  Ohio — On  Insanity. 

Dr.  Rene  LaRoche,  of  Philadelphia — On  the  Jaundice,  Yellow  Fe- 
ver in  its  diognostical  and  prognostical  relations. 

Dr.  Charles  Quarles  Chandler,  of  Rocheport,  Mo.— On  Malignant 
Periodic  Fevers. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Chase,  of  Portland,  Maine — On  Typhoid  Fever  in  Maine. 

Committee  on  Plans  of  Organization  for  Stale  and  County  Societies 
— A.  P>.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Michigan  ;  R.  R.  Mcllvaine,  M.  D.,  Ohio  ; 
D.  L.  McGugin,  M.  D.,  Iowa  ;  E.  R.  Peasley,  M.  D.,  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  Thomas  Lipscomb,  M.  D.,  Tennessee. 

Committee  on  Medical  Literature.- — Robert  J.  Breckenridge,  M.  D., 
Kentucky  ;  O.  M.  Langdon,  M.  D.,  Ohio  ;  A.  A.  Gould,  M.  D., 
Massachusetts  ;  D.  L.  McGugin,  M.  D.,  Iowa  ;  J.  B.  Flint,  M.  D., 
Kentucky. 

Committee  on  Medical  Education. — Win.  A.  Anderson,  M.  D.,  Ala- 
bama ;  A.  Lopez,  M.  D.,  Alabama  ;  Andrew  Murray,  M.  D.,  Michi- 
gan ;  F.  A.  Ramsey,  M.  D.,  Tennessee  ;  R.  D.  Ross,  M.  D.,  Cherokee 
Nation. 

Committee  on  Prize  Essays. — R.  LaRoche,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania  ; 
Isaac  Hays,  M.D.,  Pennsylvania  ;  Alfred  Stille,  M.D.,  Pennsylvania  ; 
J.  B.  Biddle,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania  ;  George  W.  Norris,  M.  D.,  Penn- 
sylvania ;  Joseph  Carson,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania  ;  Joseph  Leidy,  M.D., 
Pennsylvania. 

Committee  of  Arrangements. —  Isaac  Hays,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania  ; 
G.  Emerson,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania  ;  Wilson  Jewel,  M.  D.,  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  Alfred  Stille,  M.  D.  Pennsylvania  ;  J.  B.  Biddle,  M.  D.,  Penn- 
sylvania ;  Francis  West,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania  ;  Wm.  V.  Keating,  M. 
D.,  Pennsylvania. 

Committee  on  Publication. — Pliny  Earle,  M.  D.,  New  York  ;  D. 
Francis  Condie,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania  ;  E.  S.  Lemoine,  M.  D.,  Missou- 
ri ;  Francis  West,  M.  I).,  Pennsylvania  ;  Alden  March,  M.  D.,  New 
York  ;  E.  II.  Davis,  M.  D.,  New  York  ;  C.  R.  Gilman,  M.  D.,  New 
York. 

The  following  resolution  of  Dr.  Ramsay,  of  Tennessee,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Dr.  Coons,  of  St.  Louis,  laid  on  the  table! 

Resolved,  That  while  this  Association  reserves  to  itself  the  right  of 
expressing  through  reports  of  Committees,  or  by  resolutions,  its  ap- 
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preciation  of  professional  qualifications,  or  of  medical  education,  it  is 
far  from  assuming  the  position  of  guardian  of  Medical  Schools. 

Dr.  Breckenridge,  of  Kentucky,  read  a  resolution  of  Dr.  Lindsley, 
of  Tennessee,  which  being  amended  by  Dr.  Smith,  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter,  every  paper  received  by  this  Association, 
and  ordered  to  be  published,  and  all  plates,  or  other  means  of  illus- 
tration, shall  be  considered  the  exclusive  property  of  this  Associa- 
tion, and  shall  be  published  and  sold  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
Association. 

Dr.  Phelps,  of  New  York,  now  claimed  the  privilege  which  had 
been  granted  in  the  morning  session,  to  read  the  following  abstract  of 
a  paper  : 

"The  document  I  hold  in  my  hand  purports  to  be  an  abstract  of  a 
paper  which  traces  the  connection  existing  between  medicine  and  reli- 
gion in  its  origin  and  progress,  and  might  receive  the  following  style, 
to  wit  : 

"  Religion  an  Element  in  Medicine,  or  the  duties  and  obligations  of 
the  profession." 

It  naturally  divides  itself  into  parts  ;  the  former  is  mainly  picto- 
rial, the  latter  suggestive  and  practical.  The  general  scope  and  bear- 
ing of  the  subject  may  be  embraced  under  the  following  heads,  viz  : 

The  substance  and  general  outline  may  be  stated  in  the  following 
propositions  : 

1.  A  recognition  of  the  complex  character  of  man,  his  immortality, 
free-agency,  natural  religious  propensities,  and  susceptibility  of  indefi- 
nite intellectual  improvement. 

2.  That  medicine,  or  the  art  of  healing,  as  an  art,  must  have  been 
of  very  ancient  origin,  probably  coeval  with,  or  shortly  subsequent  to, 
the  Fall  of  Man  ;  but,  as  a  science,  of  much  later  date. 

'6.  That  the  earliest  authentic  record  of  medicine  and  the  profes- 
sion, and  the  collateral  art  of  the  apothecary,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Bi- 
ble, and  localized  in  Egypt,  the  great  depository  of  learning  and  art 
in  that  early  age. 

4.  That  among  the  Israelites,  under  the  Theocracy,  and  down  to 
the  time  of  the  Apostles,  medicine  and  the  profession  were  more  or 
less  identified  with,  or  under  the  direction  of,  patriarchs,  prophets, 
priests,  evangelists,  or  other  prominent  and  good  men. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


301 


5.  That  the  Greeks,  though  idolaters,  were  nevertheless  deeply  im- 
bued with  a  sense  of  the  claims  and  sacred,  obligations  of  their  reli- 
gious rights,  and  that  Hippocrates  and  his  disciples,  as  evidenced  in 
the  celebrated  oath  bearing  his  name,  avouched  the  highest  religious 
sanctions  in  entering  upon  the  responsible  duties  of  the  profession  of 
medicine. 

6.  That  through  the  long  night  of  the  dark  ages,  the  convulsions, 
the  vice  and  downfall  of  nations,  science,  medicine,  and  religion  feel 
the  shock— languish  and  struggle  for  an  uncertain  existence,  but  are 
not  destroyed  ;  and  with  the  dawning  of  the  reformation,  and  the 
consequent  revival  of  learning,  and  the  spirit  of  free  inquiry,  the  arts, 
science  and  medicine,  as  well  as  religion,  receiving  new  impulses,  ex- 
tend their  domains,  freedom  of  thought  develope  new  elements  of  im- 
provement, and  the  commonwealth  of  letters  measurably  disenthralled, 
give  lustre  and  momentum  to  knowledge,  and  high  promise  of  success 
to  succeeding  generations. 

T.  The  art  of  printing— the  discovery  of  a  new  continent — of  the 
circulation  of  the  blood,  and  the  publishing  to  the  world  the  great 
principles  of  the  Newtonian  philosophy,  together  with  the  more  gene- 
ral diffusion  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Information,  gave  new  and  in- 
creased energy  and  extension  to  thought,  science,  medicine  and  the 
arts  of  civilized  life,  during  the  period  included  between  the  last  half 
of  the  fifteenth  and  near  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

8.  That  still  another  and  brighter  era  dawns  upon  the  world  in  the 
last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  in  ascertaining  the  identity  of  the 
electric  fluid  and  lightning— the  discovery  of  galvanism,  of  carbonic 
acid  gas,  oxygen  gas,  and  the  consequent  development  of  the  broad 
field  of  pneumatic  chemistry,  and  pari  passu  with  these,  the  increased 
diffusion  of  Christian  principles  and  benevolence,  as  exhibited  in  the 
Bible,  and  other  kindred  Societies— hospitals,  almshouses,  asylums, 
and  other  numerous  charitable  institutions— very  much  of  the  efficien- 
cy of  which  depends  upon  the  science,  the  time,  the  sacrifice  and  ex- 
posure of  the  medical  profession. 

9.  That  the  scientific,  and  other  general  developments  of  the  last 
fifty  years,  have  been  rapid  above  all  human  conception  ;  every  de- 
partment and  enterprise  feels  the  mighty  impulse,  nor  an  ocean  or  con- 
tinent escapes  the  scrutiny  of  the  age.  The  long  standing  problem 
proposed  by  Columbus,  of  a  Northwest  passage,  is  solved.  Air,  steam 
and  electricity  yield  subserviency  to  the  will  of  man,  and  execute  his 
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pleasure.  Time  and  space  are  measurably  annihilated.  Remote  parts 
of  the  country  are  brought  into  neighborhood.  Intercommunication, 
hitherto  so  difficult  between  distant  nations,  is  facilitated  ;  the  benign 
principles  of  the  Gospel  wend  their  way  ;  and  hence  the  indication  of 
the  early  universal  diffusion  of  light  and  knowledge,  and  the  final 
mental  emancipation  of  our  race. 

10.  That  in  elaborating  the  world's  destiny,  Religion  is  the  great 
and  all-pervading  element,  and  that  even  now  it  exerts  a  controlling 
or  modifying  influence,  commanding  the  homage  and  respect,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  of  all  classes  and  professions. 

11.  That  this  influence  is  felt  and  receives  the  sanction  and  acknowl- 
edgment not  only  of  the  profession,  as  evidenced  in  our  code  of  ethics, 
but  specially  also  as  witnessed  in  lectures,  professors  and  presidents  in 
their  addresses,  and  other  official  acts  in  our  colleges  and  schools  of 
medicine. 

12.  That  this  moral  influence,  as  a  necessary  sequence  in  profession- 
al intercourse  with  the  people  and  with  each  other,  is  exerted  on  man, 
complex  in  his  nature,  consisting  of  soul  and  body,  and  these  recipro- 
cal in  their  action  and  influence,  and  contingent  in  results  here  and 
hereafter,  more  or  less  upon  professional  intervention  in  the  treatment 
of  disease. 

13.  That  hence  we  deduce,  inferentially,  the  solemn  and  responsible 
professional  relation  existing  between  the  physician  and  his  patients, 
and  that,  in  consonance  both  with  the  requirements  of  our  code  of 
ethics  and  the  judgment  of  those  high  and  honored  in  the  profession, 
it  is  obligatory  on  the  practitioner  in  grave  disease  seasonably  to 
take  the  initiatory  demanded  either  for  business  arrangements,  or  lead- 
ing to  that  consolation  which  religion  can  afford. 

14.  That  the  prudent  and  discreet  inculcation  of  the  truths  of  the 
Gospel  and  the  method  of  man's  redemption  by  a  mediator,  instead  of 
exerting  an  injurious  effect  upon  bodily  disease,  have  often  quite  a  con- 
trary tendency,  arresting  the  attention  of  tke  patient — leading  to  a 
different  train  of  thought,  and  thus  sensibly  relieving  anguish  of  mind 
and  pain  of  body — begetting  trust,  confidence  and  joy,  and  often  end- 
ing in  fatal  cases  in  a  peaceful  and  triumphant  death. 

15.  That  from  the  general  scope  of  the  subject,  the  compound  na- 
ture of  man,  his  eternity,  accountability,  religious  propensities,  intel- 
lectual susceptibility,  and  the  reciprocal  action  of  body  and  mind  in 
health  and  disease,  the  doctrine  is  educed  of  the  paramount  duty  of 
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the  profession  to  their  patients,  not  only  as  regards  the  body  in  dis- 
ease, but  also  the  higher  interests  of  the  immortal  spirit.  And  hence, 
also,  the  just  claim  of  Religion,  the  great  anaesthetic  of  the  immortal 
mind,  to  be  considered  an  clement  in  medicine  or  the  healing  art. 

The  foregoing  propositions  are  enforced  by  such  considerations  and 
reflections  as  are  suggested  in  support  of  the  general  subject. 

JAMES  L.  PHELPS,  City  of  New  York. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Dr.  Atlee  then  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 
Adopted,  and  the  chair  appointed  Drs.  Atlee,  Sayre,  and  March,  of 
Albany. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Lindsley  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  too  prevalent  practice  of  Professors  in  Medical 
Colleges  recommending  their  own  writings  and  editings  as  text  books 
for  their  students,  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  Association  a  serious  evil, 
trammeling,  as  it  does,  the  student  in  his  choice  of  books,  and  promo- 
ting the  publication  and  circulation  of  works  of  inferior  merit. 

On  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  ! 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  sine  die. 

The  President,  Dr.  Pope,  wished  the  members  all  a  safe  return  to 
their  families  and  friends,  and  expressed  the  earnest  desire  that  they 
would  all  meet  again  at  Philadelphia,  next  year.  He  then  declared 
the  Association  adjourned. 

Prior  to  adjournment,  Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  of  New  York,  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  Association,  vice  Dr.  Condie,  resigned. 


For  the  items  of  the  foregoing  abstract,  we  are  indebted  to  the 
June  Number  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter,  which  contains 
the  fullest  report  that  has  yet  reached  us.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  our 
confrere,  Dr.  Butler,  who,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  is  furnishing  us 
with  one  of  the  best  conducted  Journals  in  the  country.  His  enter- 
prise and  liberality  merit  appreciation. 
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Bti  t  c  1 1  on  0 . 

TOO  GOOD  TO  BE  LOST. 

<,Jui  capit  ille  facit.    The  pretensions  of  Dr.  Alexander  Turnbull  to 

Care  Deaf-Dumbness,  and  all  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear,  by  Sim- 
ple and  Painless  Processes.    Charleston:  1854. 

This  is  a  neat,  well-written,  dignified  exposition  of  the  charlatanry 
<jf  Alexander  Turnbull.  In  the  winter  of  1853-4,  this  gentleman  held 
his  head-quarters  at  New  Orleans,  when  many  of  the  good  citizens  of 
Nashville  embraced  the  opportunity  of  having  themselves  fleeced  by 
him.  We  have  conversed  with  a  great  number  who  had  submitted 
their  purses  to  that  delicacy  of  touch  for  which  he  was  remarkable. 
•'  He  kept  no  books,"  said  they,  "  and  we  all  paid  as  we  went."  And 
how  much?  we  inquired.  "  Two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  lick."  And 
how  many  licks  did  you  take?  "Well,  we  kept  going  till  the  purse 
got  tired,  and  we  quit."  And  there,  in  the  good  city  of  New  Orleans, 
■sat  that  cunning  old  fox,  surrounded  by  a  gaping  multitude  of  deaf, 
dumb,  and  blind,  each  waiting  for  his  turn  to  hand  in  $2,50.  We 
were  present  upon  the  return  of  a  pilgrim,  and  well  recollect  the  con- 
versation between  him  and  his  parents. 

"  Well,"  said  the  father,  "  and  he  put  something  to  your  eye." 

"Yes,  aconite.  It  was  in  a  vial;  and  the  mouth  of  the  vial  was 
made  to  fit  over  the  eyelids  and  press  them  apart." 

Father. — And  you  say  his  son  was  with  him? 

Son. — Yes,  and  favors  the  father  very  much. 

Mother. — And  where  would  he  put  all  the  money  he  got? 

Son. — We  generally  paid  him  in  gold,  and  he  had  large  pockets, 
and  so  dropped  it  in. 

Father. — God  forbid  that  father  and  son  should  take  the  same  vessel 
for  England. 

Mother. — We  must  trust  in  the  Lord  if  they  should;  but  it  would 
be  better  for  them  to  go  in  different  vessels,  for  the  Lord  might  pre- 
serve one  ship  when  he  would  not  two. 

Father. — And  how  many  times  did  you  go? 

Son. — Twenty  times. 

Mother. — Ah,  son,  you  did  not  go  often  enough,  or  you  would  have 
been  benefited. 

Son. — So  the  doctor  said ;  but  my  company  was  leaving,  and  so  I 
left. 
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The  pamphlet  before  us  gives  an  instance  of  that  fearful  and  out- 
rageous practice  of  newspaper  editors  stating  positive  falsehoods  con- 
cerning the  cures  of  these  empirics,  by  which  means  many  unfortunate 
people  are  robbed  of  their  money.  We  wish  to  record,  for  the  honor 
of  human  nature  and  the  corps  editorial,  an  exceptional  case  to  that 
wholesale  subsidy  which  is  a  burning  shame  to  the  political,  religious, 
and,  we  will  not  omit,  in  some  instances,  the  -medical  press. 

Before  Turnbull's  turn  in  this  country,  a  great  oculist,  by  the  name 
of  Williams,  came  over  here  from  England.  He  soon  restored  all 
the  eyes  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and,  following  the  star  of  empire, 
Westward  held  his  way.  All  along  on  the  route  the  Press  heralded 
his  coming,  and  warned  the  blind  to  congregate  about  the  hotels 
where  he  would  stop,  that  his  shadow  might  pass  over  them  and  heal 
them,  giving  the  names  and  residences  of  those  he  had  healed  in  the 
cities  behind.    Fiually  his  advance  courier 

"  came  before  him,  like  a  ray, 

To  tell  them  he  was  coming  out  thi'^jy;" 

and  having  run  round  to  the  offices  of  Publishers,  darted  off  to  the 
next  town.  On  the  next  day  the  august  Williams  arrived  in  veritable 
propria  persona.  The  city  press  lay  before  him  as  sweet  and  fresh  as 
Musidora  from  the  limpid  bath.  But  there  was  one  paper  silent  as 
the  grave  as  to  Williams  and  his  "  cures."  The  Doctor  visited  the 
office. 

Doctor. — (With  awful  and  intense  dignity,)  I  am  Dr.  Williams,  the 
oculist. 

Editor. — Happy  to  make  your  acquaintance. 

Doctor. — My  name  is  not  in  your  paper. 

Editor. — You  are  with  the  majority  there. 

Doctor. — Did  you  not  receive  my  editorial? 

Editor. — I  did.    But  my  paper  only  contains  my  own. 

Doctor. — And  the  money? 

Editor. — Here  are  your  thirty  pieces  of  silver. 

Doctor. — Is  that  sum  not  sufficient. 

Editor. — You  desire  me  to  say  that  I  know  of  many  cures  that  you 
have  made,  and  even  to  mention  names,  when  you  know  that  I  would 
be  uttering  a  falsehood. 

Doctor. — What  does  that  signify?  What  sensible  man  expects 
trnth  from  an  editor?  And  who  does  not  know  that  every  fool  be- 
lieves him. 
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Editor. — Sir,  I  am  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  of  truth,  aud  mine  is  a 
religious  paper.  Did  you  take  mc  for  Judas,  when  you  counted  out 
the  thirty  pieces? 

Doctor. — I  took  you  for  an  editar,  aud  find  you  are  but  a  fool. 

[Exit  Doctor. 

The  next  day  that  editor,  by  an  editorial,  literally  flayed  the  Doctor, 
who  precipitately  fled,  leaving  his  blind  to  grope  their  way  back  as 
best  they  could.  This  was  the  last  of  Williams  upon  this  continent. 
Whether  he  got  back  to  England,  or  strangled  himself,  both  history 
and  tradition  are  silent.  No  more  editors  saw  his  wonderful  cures; 
and  all  those  along  on  the  line,  who  had  seen  so  much,  were  now  full 
of  regrets  that  they  happened  to  be  absent  when  Williams'  paper  got 
into  their  editorial  columns! 

This  Editor  was  the  Rev.  JAMES  SMITH,  Editor  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian,  and  the  transaction  occurred  nearly  twenty 
years  ago. — Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine. 


From  Bentley's  Miscellany. 

CHLOROFORM.— WOETH  READING. 

Here  Lethargy,  with  deadly  sleep  oppressed. 
Stretched  on  his  back,  a  mighty  lubbard  lay, 
Heaving  his  sides  and  snoring  night  and  day : 
To  stir  him  from  his  trance  it  was  not  eath, 
And  has  half  opened  eyne  he  shut  straightway; 
He  led,  I  wot,  the  softest  way  to  death, 
And  taught  without  pain  and  strife  to  yield  the  breath. 

Castle  of  IxD0U3.ee. 

The  desire  to  drown  pain  has  existed  from  the  time  that  suffering 
became  the  inheritance  of  fallen  man;  and  the  discovery  of  means  by 
which  it  can  be  averted,  has  justly  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  great- 
est triumphs  of  modern  science,  for  in  it  are  alike  interested  high  and 
low,  rich  and  poor;  and  it  is  the  general  interest  which  leads  us  to 
draw  aside,  in  some  degree,  the  veil  from  the  chamber  of  suffering  for 
the  comfort  of  some,  perhaps,  and  the  information  of  many  who  are 
desirous  of  knowing  in  what  way  people  are  affected  by  Chloroform. 

The  most  usual  effect  is  to  produce  a  profound  sleep;  so  profound, 
that  will  and  sensation  arc  alike  suspended,  and  this  is  often  attended 
with  a  symptom  very  alarming  to  relatives  or  bystanders  unprepared 
for  it;  we  allude  to  a  loud  snoring,  which  conveys  the  idea  cf  much 
suffering  to  those  who  are  not  aware  that  in  itself  it  is  direct  evidence 
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of  the  deepest  unconsciousness.  It  is  not,  however,  invariably  pro- 
duced; we  have  seen  a  fiue  child  brought  in — laid  down  with  its 
hands  gently  folded  across  its  body — have  chloroform  administered — 
undergo  a  severe  operation,  and  be  carried  to  bed  without  once  chang- 
ing its  position,  or  its  countenance  altering  from  the  expression  of  the 
calm  sweet  sleep  of  infancy.  Sometimes,  however,  strange  scenes  are 
enacted  under  anaesthetic,  one  of  which  we  will  describe.  The  unin- 
itiated have  a  vague  idea  that  the  operating  theatre  of  hospitals  is  a 
very  dreadful  place;  but  every  consideration  is  shown  to  soften  down, 
as  much  as  possible,  the  terrors  inseparable  from  a  chamber  of  torture. 

Imagine,  then,  a  lofty  semi-circular  apartment,  lighted  from  above, 
with  a  large  space  railed  off  on  the  ground,  and  railed  steps  in  tiers, 
sweeping  half  round,  and  affording  standing  room  for  more  than  a 
hundred  spectators,  principally  students,  who,  conversing  in  low  tones, 
are  awaiting  the  expected  operation.  In  the  centre  of  the  open  space 
is  a  strong  couch,  or  table,  now  covered  with  a  clean  sheet,  and  beneath 
its  foot  is  a  wooden  tray,  thickly  strewn  with  yellow  sand.  On 
another  table,  also  covered  with  a  white  cloth,  are  arranged,  in  perfect 
order,  numerous  keen  and  formidable-looking  instrnments,  the  edge  of 
one  of  which,  a  long,  sword-like,  double-edged  knife — a  gentleman  with 
his  cuffs  turned  up,  is  trying,  by  shaving  off  little  bits  of  cuticle  from  the 
palm  of  his  hand,  and  two  or  three  assistants  are  quietly  threading 
needles,  and  making  other  preparations.  The  gentleman  with  the 
knife  being  satisfied  as  to  its  condition,  gives  a  glance  round,  and  see- 
ing everything  in  perfect  readiness,  nods,  and  a  dresser  leaves  the 
room.  After  a  minute  or  two,  a  shuffling  of  feet  is  heard,  the  folding 
doors  are  thrown  open,  and  a  strong,  surly-looking,  bull-headed 
"  navvy,"*  whose  leg  has  been  smashed  by  a  railway  accident,  is  borne 
in  and  gently  placed  on  the  table.  His  face  is  damp  and  pale — he 
casts  an  anxious,  eager  look  around,  then  with  a  shudder  closes  his  eyes, 
and  lies  down  on  his  back.  The  chloroform  apparatus  is  now  applied 
to  his  mouth,  and  a  dead  silence  marks  the  general  expectancy.  The 
man's  face  flushes — he  struggles,  and  some  muffled  exclamations  are 
heard.  In  a  minute  or  two  more  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of 
the  chloroform  examines  his  eyes,  touches  the  eye-ball — the  lids  wink 
not,  the  operator  steps  forward,  and  in  a  trice  the  limb  is  transfixed 
with  the  long  bistoury. 

Some  intelligence  now  animates  the  patient's  face,  which  bears  a 
*A  terra  given  to  the  stoutest  laborers  oa  Railroads  in  England. 
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look  of  drunken  jollity.  "  Ha!  ha!  ha!  Capital!"  he  shouts,  evidently 
in  imagination  with  his  boon  companions;  "  a  jolly  good  song,  and  jolly 
well  sung!  I  always  know'd  Jem  was  a  good  'un  to  chaunt!  I  singl 
dash  my  wig  if  I  ain't  as  husky  as  a  broken-winded  'os. '  Well,  if  I 
must,  I  must,  so  here  goes." 

By  this  time  the  bone  has  been  bared,  and  the  operator  saws,  whilst 
the  patient  shouts, 

"  1  'Tis  my  delight  o'  a  mooDlight  night' — 

who's  that  a  treading  on  my  toe?  None  o'  your  tricks,  Jem!  Hold 
your  jaw,  will  you?  Who  can  sing  when  you  are  making  such  a 
blessed  row?  Tell-de-rol-loll.  Come,  gi'e  us  a  drop,  will  ye?  Whatt 
drunk  it  all?  Ye  greedy  beggars!  I'll  fight  the  best  man  among  you 
for  half  a  farden!"  and  straight  way  he  endeavors  to  hit  out,  narrowly 
missing  the  spectacles  of  a  gentleman  in  a  white  cravat,  who  steps 
hastily  back,  and  exclaims,  "  Hold  him  fast!" 

The  leg  being  now  separated,  is  placed  under  the  table,  and  the 
arteries  are  tied,  with  some  little  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  unstead- 
iness of  the  patient,  who,  besides  his  pugnacity  in  general,  has  a  quar- 
rel with  an  imaginary  bull  dog,  which  he  finds  it  necessary  to  kick  out 
of  the  room.  He,  however,  recovers  his  good  humor  whilst  the  dress- 
ings are  being  applied,  and  is  borne  out  of  the  theatre  shouting,  singing, 
and  anathematizing  in  a  most  stentorian  voice;  when  in  bed,  however, 
he  falls  asleep,  and  in  twenty  minutes  awakes  very  subdued,  in  utter 
ignorance  that  any  opei  ation  has  been  performed,  and  with  only  a  dim 
recollection  of  being  taken  into  the  theatre,  breathing  something,  and 
feeling  "  werry  queer,"  as  he  expresses  it. 

Now,  this  scene  is  a  faithful  description  of  an  incident  witnessed  by 
the  writer  at  one  of  our  country  hospitals  to  which  he  is  attached; 
and  those  who  have  seen  much  of  the  administration  of  ether  and 
chloroform,  will  remember  many  resembling  it.  The  man  was  a  hard 
drinker,  and  a  dose  of- chloroform  which  would  have  placed  most  per- 
sons in  deep  sleep,  deprived  him  of  sensation,  but  went  no  further  than 
exciting  the  phantasms  of  a  drunken  dream. 

[The  foregoing  jeu  d'esprit  must  not  be  taken  for  a  narrative  of  the 
nniversal,  or  even  ordinary,  effects  of  the  inhalation  of  Chloroform.  In 
most  cases,  the  patients  silently  come  under  its  influence,  and  con- 
tinue as  if  in  a  quiet  sleep,  until  the  operation  is  over.  In  rare  in- 
stances only,  the  ravings  of  delirium  tremens  are  exhibited.] 
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An  Account  of  a  Double  Monster  Resembling  the  Siamese  Twins. 

BY  E.  ANDREWS,  M.  D. 

The  singular  monstrosity  now  before  us  was  presented  to  the  Mu- 
seum of  the  Medical  College,  by  Dr.  H.  Taylor,  of  Mt.  Clements. 
You  perceive  that  the  two  infants  are  joined  by  a  connection  extend- 
ing from  the  lower  third  of  the  sternum  to  the  umbilicus,  being  that 
sort  of  monstrosity  called  anterior  duplicity.  The  junction  is  almost 
exactly  in  front  of  each  foetus,  placing  them  face  to  face  ;  still,  the 
connection  extends  a  little  further  on  one  side  of  the  mesial  line  than 
on  the  other  ;  hence,  these  subjects  by  a  slight  effort  can  be  placed 
side  by  side,  like  the  Siamese  twins,  which  celebrated  pair  are  united 
by  a  connection  exactly  similar  in  form  and  position  to  this.  Unlike 
them,  however,  both  these  specimens  are  females. 

As  soon  as  the  specimen  was  received,  I  made  a  partial  dissection 
to  ascertain  the  form  and  peculiarities  of  the  internal  organs.  On 
cutting  through  the  skin,  the  abdominal  muscles  were  found  deflected 
from  their  course,  so  as  to  wind  around  the  connecting  band  to  gain 
their  usual  insertions.  The  two  sterna  were  attached  firmly  to  each 
other  at  the  junction  of  the  middle  with  the  lower  third.  The  ar- 
rangement here  was  singular.  Instead  of  the  conjoined  sternum  ex- 
tending downward  between  the  two  chests,  it  bifurcated,  and  the  two 
branches  extended  to  the  right  and  left  in  the  form  of  a  firm  cartila- 
ginous arch.  To  the  circumference  of  this  arch  the  costal  cartilages 
of  the  lower  ribs  were  articulated.  From  the  inferior  surface  depend- 
ed a  thin  membrane  separating  the  cavities  of  the  two  chests.  The 
thorax  contained  two  pairs  of  lungs  perfectly  unconnected  with  each 
other,  and  two  hearts,  each  perfect  and  distinct,  and  each  having  the 
proper  position  in  relation  to  its  own  body. 

There  were  also  two  pericardial  sacs,  whose  cavities  had  no  commu- 
nication with  each  other.  The  two  sacs  lay  in  contact,  and  the  double 
serous  membrane  formed  by  the  adhesion  of  one  to  the  other,  was  the 
membrane  above  referred  to,  as  depending  from  the  arch  of  the  ster- 
num and  separating  the  cavities  of  the  two  chests.  On  cutting  into 
the  abdomen,  two  peritonceal  sacs  were  also  found,  which  being  in 
contact  in  front,  formed  a  thin  serous  partition  between  the  two  ab- 
dominal cavities,  exactly  like  that  between  the  two  chests.  Unlike 
that,  however,  this  partition  was  perforated,  there  being  a  large  fora- 
men of  an  inch  in  diameter  at  the  lower  part,  through  which  the  two 
cavities  were  continuous.    No  viscus,  however,  passed  through  this 
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opening,  and  neither  the  stomach  nor  intestines  had  any  communica- 
tion with  each  other.  The  only  common  viscus  was  the  liver.  This 
organ  extended  across  from  one  body  to  the  other,  without  even  a  con- 
striction to  mark  its  double  origin.  The  peritonceal  septum  extended 
over  it  in  the  form  of  a  falciform  ligament,  connecting  it  to  the  dia- 
phragm. There  were  two  gall  bladders  and  two  umbilical  veins.  The 
cord  was  single  and  contained  five  vessels,  of  which  I  am  led  to  con- 
clude from  the  records  of  other  cases,  as  well  as  from  their  own  ap- 
pearance, that  three  of  them  must  have  been  arteries,  and  two  of  them 
veins.  The  fear  of  injuring  the  external  appearance  of  the  specimen 
deterred  me  from  tracing  them  up  with  the  scalpel.  This  case,  so  far 
as  we  can  judge,  is  almost  similar  to  that  of  the  Siamese  twins.  The 
mode  of  junction  in  that  celebrated  pair  is  the  same  externally,  and 
when  either  of  them  coughed,  the  connecting  band  is  said  to  have  dis- 
tended in  its  whole  length,  showing  a  peritonceal  cavity  through  it. 
If  the  liver  extended  through,  and  the  pericardiar  were  in  contact  as 
in  the  case  before  us,  an  attempt  to  separate  them  by  surgical  means, 
as  has  been  proposed,  could  have  but  the  faintest  possible  chance  of 
terminating  otherwise  than  fatally. 

Another  case  resembling  this  is  described  by  Cruveilheir,  and  is 
figured  in  the  plate  which  I  here  exhibit.  In  his  case  the  union  of 
the  viscera  was  quite  intimate.  There  was  but  one  heart  and  one 
pericardium.  The  heart  had  four  auricles  and  two  ventricles,  and  sent 
off  two  aortae.  The  liver  he  describes  as  resembling  two  livers  adher- 
ing together  by  the  border.  The  stomachs  and  duodenums  were  sep- 
arate, but  terminated  in  a  common  jejunum.  The  lower  part  of  the 
small  intestine,  however,  divided  again,  and  terminated  in  two  colons. 

It  may  be  proper  here,  also,  to  recall  to  mind  the  famous  Ritta 
Christina.  This  was  a  female  infant,  the  lower  half  of  which  was 
single,  while  from  the  single  waist  sprung  two  perfect  chests,  with  the 
corresponding  arms,  necks  and  heads.  At  the  time  it  was  presented 
for  baptism,  a  grave  theological  question  arose  as  to  whether  this  was 
one  child  or  two.  As  it  had  two  heads,  it  was  decided  to  be  theo- 
logically two  babies,  and  one  was  baptized  under  the  name  of  Bitta, 
and  the  other  of  Christina.    The  monster  lived  eight  months. 

While  upon  the  subject  of  monstrosity,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  men- 
tion one  which  recently  appeared  before  the  medical  class,  and  which 
has  already  been  described  in  several  medical  journals.  A  case  pre- 
cisely similar  is  also  figured  in  the  Cyclopedia  of  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
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siology.  It  was  an  instance  of  arrested  development  of  the  anterior 
part  of  the  pelvis  and  its  viscera.  This  part  of  the  body  seemed  not 
to  advance  beyond  that  fcetal  state  in  which  the  visceral  cavities  are 
open  in  front.  The  pubic  bones  did  not  reach  each  other,  but  seemed 
to  have  a  loose  ligamentous  connection  ;  the  penis  was  exceedingly 
short,  and  was  open  from  the  urethra  upwards  throughout  its  whole 
length,  showing  a  mere  groove.  At  the  upper  part  of  this  groove 
the  openings  of  the  seminal  ducts  could  be  perceived.  The  anterior 
wall  of  the  bladder  was  entirely  wanting,  and  the  posterior  wall,  red 
and  irritated  by  contact  with  the  air,  bulged  forward  in  the  form  of 
a  tumor.  The  surface  constantly  secreted  mucus,  and  on  the  lower 
part  the  orifices  of  the  uretus  were  plainly  to  be  seen,  with  the  urine 
dripping  from  them.  This  was  a  case  of  monstrosity  by  arrested  de- 
velopment. It  comes  under  the  same  class  as  the  cases  of  non-forma- 
tion of  the  front  wall  of  the  chest,  leaving  the  heart  exposed,  or  ab- 
sence of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  abdomen,  causing  all  its  viscera  to 
appear  externally.  An  interesting  case  of  this  exposure  of  abdomi- 
nal viscera,  in  which  the  intestines  and  liver  were  entirely  uncovered, 
was  shown  me  formerly  by  Dr.  Taylor,  the  same  gentleman  who  pre- 
sented this  specimen  before  us. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  a  copy  be  requested  for  publication. 

Dr.  H.  Taylor  being  called  upon,  gave  the  following  history  of  the 
case: 

"  Being  called  to  attend  in  the  case  which  resulted  in  the  delivery 
of  the  specimens  now  before  the  Society,  I  found  it  an  example  of  te- 
dious labor,  the  patient  having  at  first  endeavored  to  do  without  a 
physician,  but  at  length  finding  that  no  progress  was  made,  had  sent 
for  me.  I  waited  for  a  considerable  time,  as  the  symptoms  were  not 
urgent,  to  see  if  patience  and  the  natural  efforts  would  not  suffice;  but 
no  progress  whatever  resulting,  I  made  an  examination,  and  discovered 
two  heads  presenting  together  at  the  superior  strait,  whose  combined 
diameters,  lying  as  they  did  in  one  plane,  were  too  great  to  allow 
either  of  them  to  engage.  Greatly  relieved  at  this  discovery,  I  sup- 
posed I  had  found  the  whole  source  of  difficulty,  and  that  by  changing 
the  position  enough  to  allow  one  head  to  present  at  a  time,  everything 
would  go  on  prosperously.  I  accordingly  made  efforts  to  accomplish 
this  object,  but  greatly  to  my  chagrin  there  was  some  invisible  obsta- 
cle. As  soon  as  I  pushed  back  one  of  the  heads,  the  other  retreated 
with  it,  and  then  both  would  come  down  again  as  before.    After  being 
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foiled  thus  a  long  time,  I  at  length  began  to  push  my  hand  farther, 
and  having  with  some  difficulty  reached  the  shoulders,  I  there  discov- 
ered again,  as  I  supposed,  the  cause  of  trouble.  The  arms  of  the  in- 
fants were  folded  around  each  other's  necks,  they  lying  face  to  face. 
I  carefully  disentangled  them,  and  then  again  endeavored  to  make 
one  slide  past  the  other.  But  to  my  astonishment  the  same  trouble 
occurred  ;  when  one  was  thrust  back,  the  other  retired  with  it,  and 
when  they  came  down  to  the  strait,  both  came  obstiuately  together. 
Meanwhile  the  pains  increased  in  frequency  and  force,  and  as  I  could 
reach  nothing  which  threw  any  light  on  the  matter,  I  at  length  flexed 
one  head  until  it  lay  in  the  hollow  of  the  neck  of  the  other.  In  this 
position  the  combined  diameters  being  reduced,  they  became  engaged 
in  the  strait,  and  notwithstanding  my  shame  at  having  two  infants 
born  together  under  my  charge,  they  were  delivered  both  at  once. 
The  cause  of  the  trouble  was  then  apparent,  as  you  see  in  these  speci- 
mens. The  placenta  was  large  aud  oblong,  and  the  cord  was  single. 
The  cord  was  pulsating,  but  they  never  breathed.  After  these  were 
disposed  of,  a  third  infant  was  found  in  the  uterus,  which  was  soon 
born  and  lived  several  hours." — Peninsular  Journal  of  Medicine. 


HOMOEOPATHY. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  Homoeopathic  delusion  is  equally  on  the 
decline  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Every  practitioner  must  see  that 
it  obtrudes  itself  upon  professional  attention  less  and  less  every  year. 
Certain  neighborhoods  may  still  be  troubled  with  an  occasional  out- 
break of  excitement  on  the  subject,  but  it  certainly  attracts  much  less 
of  popular  notice.  In  Philadelphia,  where  it  was  originally  mainly 
confined  to  the  German  population,  it  is  now  very  rare  for  a  German 
family  to  employ  a  Homoeopath.  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  most 
of  the  recent  candidates  for  popular  favor  iu  this  line,  associate  with  it 
the  practice  of  hydropathy  or  mesmerism,  or  more  rationally,  of  electro- 
magnetism.  Ihe  original  professors  of  pure  Hahnemannism  (of  whom 
there  is  merely  a  remnant  left),  are  fading  into  obscurity,  and  their 
place  is  taken  by  men  who  notoriously  use  heroic  doses  of  the  alka- 
loids, and  whatever  else  can  be  smuggled  into  a  globule,  or  a  moder- 
ate sized  powder.  Dr.  Simpson  mentions  the  case  of  the  Due  di  Ca- 
nizzaro,  who  died  after  taking  a  dose  of  Homoeopathic  globules,  with 
all  the  evidence  of  poisoning  by  strychnia.    A  similar  case  recently 
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occurred  in  New  York.  Dr.  Alfred  Taylor,  of  London,  found  one 
third  of  a  grain  of  sulphate  of  morphia  in  a  single  "  Homoeopathic" 
powder.  A  patient  to  whom  the  writer  gave  veratria  in  the  dose  of  | 
of  a  grain,  thrice  daily,  exclaimed  that  we  had  given  her  "Homoeo- 
pathic" medicine,  which  she  recognized  by  the  same  pricking  sensation 
of  her  fingers  and  toes.  One  of  the  most  successful  practitioners  of 
the  art,  now  in  Philadelphia,  uses  only  tinctures,  which  he  inspissates 
to  some  fanciful  standard  of  his  own,  and  then  gives,  dropped  on  sugar 
in  the  form  of  powder.  His  apothecary  informs  us  that  this  person 
purchases  largely  of  the  solaneous  narcotics,  and  of  the  Tr.  Aconiti 
several  quarts  annually.  We  were  some  time  since  called  to  see  an  old 
lady  suffering  with  anasarca  from  heart  disease,  who  had  been  under 
the  care  of  a  consultation  of  nominal  Homceopathists.  She  complained 
much  of  the  "  nastiness"  of  their  medicine,  so  contrary  to  her  previous 
notions.  On  examination,  we  found  her  powders  to  contain  each 
about  5  grs.  nitrate  potassa  and  1  gr.  powdered  digitalis,  with  some 
sugar!  Evidently,  the  majority  of  these  practitioners  at  present  are 
mere  impostors,  who  avail  themselves  of  the  popular  delusion  to  obtain 
patients,  and  then  endeavor  to  secure  some  efficacy  in  practice,  by 
secretly  using  the  armory  of  legitimate  medicine.  Evidently,  more- 
over, such  a  state  of  things  cannot  last  long.  Homoeopathy  is  ready 
to  die  the  moment  its  fit  successor  comes,  but  not  till  then,  for  there  is 
a  class  in  the  community  that  cannot  live  without  a  quackery  to  foster. 
In  the  meantime,  let  every  one  who  desires  to  be  either  instructed  or 
amused  concerning  it,  avail  himself  of  the  admirable  labors  of  Dr. 
Simpson. — JV.  /.  Medical  Reporter. 


ON  THE  USE  OF  ALCOHOL  IN  MEDICINE. 

BY  DR.   CORSON,  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Audi  Alteram  Partem. 

I  have  already  wearied  you  with  this  long  and  too  uninteresting  ad- 
dress; but  I  would  hide  my  face  in  shame;  memory  would  hereafter  be 
to  me  a  curse,  if  I  should  permit  this  occasion  to  pass  without  calling 
your  attention  to  a  subject  which,  as  the  conservators  of  the  public 
health,  as  scientific  physicians  and  honest  men,  we  are  bound  to  examine. 
I  allude  to  the  use,  by  medical  men,  of  alcoholic  drinks.  Look  at  our 
county  reports;  see  what  interest  is  manifested  to  ascertain  the  causes 
of  diseases.    Malaria,  variations  of  temperature,  drought  and  inois- 
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tare,  geological  formations,  southern  exposures,  filth  and  poverty,  and 
other  minor  causes  are  brought  forward;  but  how  insignificant  do  they 
all  appear,  when  contrasted  with  that  cause  which,  "  defying  all  com- 
petition and  comparison,  stands  alone  in  its  acknowledged  and  detesta- 
ble supremacy."  The  miasmata  that  produce  fever  are  active  but  for 
a  few  weeks,  cannot  rise  above  the  neighboring  hill,  and  may  be 
hemmed  in  by  the  smallest  rivulet.  The  malignant  dysentery  that 
skirts  along  the  gravelly  slope,  leaving  death  in  its  path,  has  not  pow- 
er, if  we  believe  your  reports,  to  taint  the  air  that  sweeps  the  neigh- 
boring limestone  valley.  The  east  wind  that  comes  laden  with  cold 
and  moisture,  and  causes  a  thousand  mothers  to  start  from  their  beds, 
as  they  hear  the  croupy  cough  of  their  little  ones,  gives  way  'ere  to- 
morrow's noon  to  the  genial  breeze  of  the  south,  or  the  healthful 
northern  blast;  while  filth  and  poverty,  sufficient  to  form  a  nidus  for 
disease,  scarcely  hold  a  place  even  in  our  most  crowded  cities.  But 
this  pet  of  ours,  which  we  introduce  to  all  classes  of  human  society  by 
onr  example,  which  we  force  into  every  house  by  our  precepts,  rides 
over  hill  and  mountain,  sweeps  every  glen  and  valley,  with  a  poison  as 
fatal  on  the  summits  of  the  Alleghanies  or  the  peaks  of  the  Cordilleras 
as  in  the  lowest,  filthiest  marsh  of  our  country.  It  laughs  to  scorn 
the  sanitary  measures  devised  by  physicians  to  arrest  the  spread  of 
cholera,  and,  filling  the  blood  with  corruption,  presents  to  the  Eastern 
scourge  thousands  of  helpless  victims.  It  is  operative  in  every  sea — 
exerts  its  pestiferous  influence  certainly  among  the  dwellers  in  the 
regions  of  eternal  frost  as  upon  the  wandering  Arab,  amid  Sahara's 
"shrubless  hills  of  sand,"  or  on  the  luxurious  grandee,  whose  home  is 
amid  the  orange  groves  of  the  Queen  of  the  Antilles.  It  respects 
neither  age,  nor  sex,  nor  occupation — regards  neither  wealth,  nor 
honor,  nor  place.  The  high,  the  low,  the  rich,  the  poor,  are  all 
stricken,  and  fall  upon  every  side  of  us,  and  yet  with  their  last  breath 
they  suck  in  its  poisonous  vapor,  and  cherish  it  as  their  last,  best  hope 
of  life.  How  is  this?  Are  we  responsible  for  this  state  of  things? 
We  are.  It  is  proved  beyond  cavil,  that  typhus  fever  and  cholera  are 
propagated  by  filth,  and  rendered  harmless  through  cleanliness.  How 
important  this  discovery — who  can  calculate  the  advantage  to  Phila- 
delphia of  the  sanitary  measures  directed  by  physicians,  during  the 
late  visit  of  cholera,  to  this  city.  They  snatched  from  its  grasp  all 
but  the  intemperate.  Could  the  physicians  of  this  city  be  considered 
honorable  men,  if,  knowing  the  means  to  avert  a  wide-spread  and  ma- 
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lignant  epidemic,  they  should  fail  to  urge  their  adoption,  in  the  earnest 
language  of  men  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  their  fellows?  Assuredly 
not. 

What  is  our  position  before  the  world  in  relation  to  the  use  ol 
intoxicating  drinks?  We  profess  to  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health, 
to  know  what  is  useful  and  what  injurious  to  the  healthy  human  sys- 
tem ;  and  with  great  gravity  and  much  show  of  anxiety  for  the  welfare 
of  others,  descant  upon  the  injurious  tendency  of  coffee  and  tea,  expo- 
sure to  night  air,  thin  clothing,  certain  kinds  of  food,  &c,  &c;  but 
at  the  same  time  we  make  daily  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  as  a  beverage 
for  ourselves;  we  recommend  them,  on  many  occasions,  to  our  friends: 
we  offer  them  to  those  who  socially  visit  us;  we  invite  the  students  to 
our  social  parties,  and,  regardless  of  their  parents'  agony,  "  put  the 
bottle  to  their  mouths,  and  make  them  drunken."  Nor  do  we  stop 
here.  The  professor  teaches  that  it  is  a  valuable  remedy  for  disease. 
The  graduate  passes  into  the  community — and,  in  dysentery,  typhoid 
and  typhus  fevers,  cholera,  and  many  other  diseases,  and  in  every 
phase  of  real  or  apparent  weakness,  prescribes  it  for  his  patient;  thus, 
not  only  fostering  that  fierce  appetite  for  alcohol  that  ceases  only  with 
death,  but  impressing  the  community  with  the  belief  that  alcoholic 
drinks  are  absolutely  essential  to  the  preservation  of  health  and  the 
cure  of  disease.  What  can  moral  suasion  do?  What  can  the  Maine 
Law  effect  in  opposition  to  such  a  sentiment  among  the  masses,  found- 
ed, sustained  and  encouraged  by  the  voice  of  the  medical  profession? 
Our  position  should  be,  that  alcoholic  drinks  are  injurious  to  the 
healthy  human  system,  never  necessary  as  a  preventive  of  disease,  nor 
absolutely  essential  to  its  treatment.  Is  there  a  disease  of  the  heart, 
the  head,  the  lungs,  the  liver,  or  the  kidneys,  that  has  not  been  pro- 
duced, a  thousand  times,  by  alcoholic  drinks?  Is  there  a  single  one 
of  those  diseases  which  demands  their  use  as  a  remedy? 

Dr.  Edward  H.  Barton,  in  his  sanitary  report  of  New  Orleans,  made 
to  the  American  Medical  Association,  says:  "I  received  an  official 
document  from  G.  W.  Powell,  Esq.,  G.  W.  Patriarch  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance  in  this  city,  exhibiting  the  mortality  among  the  members 
of  that  body  during  the  last  two  most  fatal  years  known  to  this  city, 
when  it  has  been  scourged  by  the  combined  influence  of  yellow  fever 
and  cholera,  with  an  acknowledged  mortality  from  them  of  5653.  Of 
the  2421  members  there  have  died,  in  two  years,  but  twenty-nine,  or  one 
in  83.41    This  most  valuable  report  goes  on  further  to  state  in  detail. 
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that  of  this  mortality,  eight  died  of  fellow  fever,  and  only  two  of 
cholera;  that  one  third  of  those  were  transient  brethren  visiting  for 
their  health;  and,  moreover,  that  nine  tenths  of  all  those  members 
were  of  that  very  age  (from  twenty  to  forty)  most  subject  to  the 
malign  influence  of  this  climate."  lie  further  says:  "  My  second  proof, 
bearing  on  this  subject,  is  the  influence  upon  that  sex  who  are  pro- 
verbially temperate  everywhere.  Of  the  large  mortality  by  yellow 
fever  during  the  last  eight  years  but  about  one  seventh  was  females. 
But  there  is  another  proof.  Incarceration  in  prison  most  fully  protects 
the  inmates;  this  it  does  by  controlling  their  habits.  In  Mexico,  the 
same  immunity  occurred  with  those  incarcerated  during  the  prevalence 
of  cholera — and,  from  the  same  cause,  scarcely  a  case  occurred  among 
the  temperate,  in  its  present  visitation  in  New  Orleans."  Doctor 
Hosack,  too,  has  said,  that,  "  in  consequence  of  the  habitual  tempe- 
rance of  the  Society  of  Friends,  one  half  of  the  members  live  to  the 
age  of  forty-nine,  and  one  in  ten  lives  to  be  eighty:  whereas  the  aver- 
age of  human  life  is  only  thirty-three,  and  not  more  than  one  in  forty 
lives  to  be  eighty."  The  injurious  effects  of  spirituous  liquors  have 
long  been  known.  Trotter  wrote,  that  of  all  the  evils  of  human  life, 
no  cause  of  disease  has  so  wide  a  range  or  so  large  a  share  as  the  use  of 
spirituous  liquors.  Willan  declared  that  the  use  of  those  liquors,  in 
large  cities,  produced  more  disease  than  confined  air,  unwholesome  exha- 
lations, and  the  combined  influence  of  all  other  evils.  Paris  said  that 
ardent  spirits  produce  more  than  half  of  all  chronic  diseases.  Munro 
asserted,  that  a  man  had  no  more  need  of  ardent  spirits  than  a  cow 
or  a  horse;  and  Kirk,  that  fifteen  out  of  twenty  cases  of  liver  com- 
plaint were  caused  by  them.  Every  writer  on  the  diseases  of  tropical 
climates  testifies  to  their  injurious  effects,  and  Prof.  Chapman  affirmed, 
that  the  evils  of  using  them  are  so  great,  that  the  emptying  of  Pan- 
dora's box  was  but  the  type  of  what  had  been  experienced  by  the 
diffusion  of  those  liquors  among  the  human  species.  Such  are  the 
opinions  of  men  eminent  in  our  profession,  and  their  testimony  finds  a 
response  in  the  breast  of  every  physician;  and  yet  we  act  as  though 
alcoholic  drinks  were  not  causes  of  disease,  but  preventives  of  sickness, 
and  valuable  remedial  agents.  In  nearly  every  part  of  our  country 
alcoholic  liquors  are  freely  prescribed,  not  only  in  low  fevers  and  ma- 
lignant dysenteries,  but  in  convalescence  from  any  severe  disease,  and  in 
weakened  conditions  of  the  system.  By  the  report  of  the  auditors  of 
the  Blockley  Almshouse  for  1850,  we  are  told  that  they  used  in  the 
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medical  department  125  gallons  of  wine,  468  gallons  of  brandy,  248 
gallons  of  alcohol,  15,840  bottles  of  porter,  and  nearly  $3,000  of 
drags  and  medicines.  The  inmates  averaged  1,813  per  month.  It 
would  be  satisfactory  and  useful  to  us  to  know  in  what  diseases,  and 
under  what  conditions,  this  large  amount  of  spirituous  liquors  was 
used.  Daring  the  last  winter  I  heard  a  professor  of  midwifery,  while 
lecturing  to  his  large  class  on  the  subject  of  flooding,  urge  upon 
them,  in  every  case  where  they  expected  to  be  called,  and  had  reason 
to  apprehend  flooding,  to  have  a  bottle  of  brandy  provided,  and  ready 
in  the  house  of  the  patient.  Now,  when  we  know  how  many  valuable 
people  have  been  made  drunkards  by  brandy  and  wine,  wine  bitters, 
tinctures,  wine  and  egg  prescribed  for  weakness  and  indigestion,  as  well 
as  by  the  stimulants  used  in  convalesence;  and  above  all,  by  those 
U6ed  under  the  belief  that  they  are  valuable  to  prevent  and  cure  dis- 
ease, we  ought,  surely,  to  prescribe  them  with  the  greatest  caution,  and 
never,  if  a  substitute  can  be  found.  Are  they  useful  in  the  diseases 
noticed  in  our  reports?  Dr.  Baskin,  of  Mercer  County,  in  his  report 
on  epidemics,  thinks  them  decidedly  injurious  in  typhoid  fever,  and 
gays:  "  When  death  from  prostration  was  feared,  quinine  and  carb- 
ammonia  in  animal  broths  were  much  better."  But  Dr.  De  Leassure, 
of  the  same  place,  gave  brandy  very  liberally.  Dr.  Brodie,  in  thirty- 
three  cases  of  typhus  fever,  which  occurred  in  Detroit  in  1851,  treated 
them  all  on  the  antiphlogistic  plan,  and  never,  until  convalescence  had 
commenced,  gave  any  alcoholic  stimulants.  He  lost  but  one  case. 
Why  did  he  use  the  alcohol  after  they  began  to  get  well?  Would 
not  the  improvement  have  continued,  or  some  tonics  have  been  suffi- 
cient? The  committee  reporting  for  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  says: 
"It  is  difficult  to  select  the  time  in  dysentery  for  administering  diffusi- 
ble stimulants,  but  when  other  medicines  had  been  pushed  as  far  as 
would  do,  we  used  camphor  water,  brandy  and  water,  &c,  but  pre- 
ferred the  camphor  water  mixture  in  small  doses."  Dr.  Ferriar,  of 
Mississippi,  speaking  of  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  says:  "  In  de- 
pressed conditions  of  the  system,  I  gave  serpeutaria,  wine-whey,  vol. 
alkali,  or  brandy  toddy.  In  most  cases  the  serpentaria,  vol.  alkali,  or 
wine-whey  will  best  fulfil  the  intentions."  Is  there  a  man  present 
who  believes  them  absolutely  essential  to  the  treatment  of  any  dis- 
ease? Can  they,  in  typhoid  fever,  be  used  in  that  condition  of  the 
«ystem  in  which  Jackson,  of  ^Northumberland,  and  Prof.  Wood  speak 
of  turpentine  as  almost  a  specific  ?    In  other  diseases,  where  stiniu- 
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lants  are  indicated,  will  not  turpentine,  capsicum,  ammonia,  camphor, 
serpentaria,  or  ether  answer?  In  convalescence  have  we  anything 
better  than  the  tonics  and  aromatics?  Will  brandy  stop  a  flooding  as 
certainly  as  ergot  and  sugar  of  lead;  and,  when  arrested,  will  not 
tonics  and  food  be  more  useful  to  the  exhausted  patient  than  alcohol? 
Think,  gentlemen,  of  five  hundred  young  physicians  being  annually 
sent  from  this  city,  to  the  various  States  of  the  Union,  to  practise 
their  profession,  placing  the  brandy  bottle  in  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  houses  as  a  remedy  against  flooding.  Who  can  calculate 
the  mischief  that  they  will  produce?  It  were  better  for  mankind  had 
they  never  been  born.  But  we  have  some  authority  for  believing  we 
should  cease  to  prescribe  intoxicating  drinks.  Dr  Chapman,  in  his 
Materia  Medica,  says:  "  It  is  the  sacred  duty  of  every  one  exercising 
the  profession  of  medicine,  to  unite  with  the  moralist,  the  divine,  and 
the  economist  in  discouraging  the  consumption  of  those  baneful  arti- 
cles; and,  as  the  first  step  in  the  scheme  of  reformation,  to  discounte- 
nance the  baneful  notion  of  their  remedial  efficacy."  Professor  Sewell, 
of  Washington,  remarks:  "  While  we  are  convinced  that  there  is  no 
case  in  which  ardent  spirits  are  indispensable,  and  for  which  there  is  not 
an  adequate  substitute,  we  are  equally  assured,  that  so  long  as  there  is 
an  exception  allowed,  and  men  are  permitted  to  use  it  as  a  medicine,  so 
long  we  shall  have  invalids  and  drinkers  among  us.  Only  let  our  pro- 
fession take  a  decided  stand  upon  this  point,  and  intemperance  will 
soon  vanish  from  our  country."  Prof.  John  C.  Warren  writes:  "  The 
reservation  of  the  use  of  alcohol,  for  cases  of  sickness,  appears  to  be  of 
little  importance,  in  a  medical  way;  and,  if  it  lead  to  practical  abuses, 
such  reservation  should  be  made." 

Time  forbids  me  to  say  more  than  merely  to  ask  that  the  County 
Societies  be  directed  to  examine  the  subject,  and  report  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Society;  so  that  we  may  unite  in  an  earnest  declara- 
tion that  alcoholic  stimulants  are  not  necessary  in  the  treatment  of  any 
disease.  From  that  moment,  Pennsylvania  will  be  relieved  from  much 
of  her  disease,  crime  and  pauperism.  Were  I  a  professor  of  midwifery, 
or  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  believed  brandy  essential  to  the 
treatment  of  a  single  malady,  I  would  appoint  a  solemn  fast-day  on 
which  to  address  my  class.  I  would  clothe  the  hall  with  the  drapery 
of  woe — would  attire  myself  in  mourning,  and,  invoking  the  presence 
of  genius  degraded — of  female  loveliness  and  virtue  deformed  and 
outraged — of  parental  and  filial  affection  turned  into  bitter  and  burn- 
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ing  hate  by  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks;  would,  in  the  mournful 
accents  of  grief,  discourse  to  my  pupils  on  the  darkness  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  which  had,  in  this  single  case,  furnished  no  substitute  for  that 
agent  which  has  filled  the  world  with  disease,  sorrow,  and  premature 
death." 


Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

[From  this  document  we  present  the  following  extracts  to 
our  readers,  significant  of  the  relations  to  the  profession,  sus- 
tained by  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York.  It  corroborates  fully  several  of  the  charges  we 
have  made  through  our  columns  against  this  waning  school. 
Whether  such  a  concern,  in  avowed  antagonism  with  the  State 
and  County  Medical  Societies,  with  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
and  with  the  American  Medical  Association,  will  hereafter  be 
tolerated  by  the  profession,  or  their  cheap  diplomas  be  any 
longer  recognized  anywhere,  as  worth  seeking  for  by  any 
medical  student,  remains  to  be  seen.  We  avow  our  judgment 
to  be,  that  the  school  thus  conducted  should  be  shunned  and 
denounced  by  the  whole  profession,  so  that  not  even  a  "  hand- 
ful of  students"  should  be  hereafter  found  gathered  within  its 
walls,  until  its  Faculty  shall  learn  a  decent  respect  for  their 
peers.    Read  the  documents.] 

"  Dr.  Rockwell,  from  the  Censors  of  the  Southern  District,  reported. 
Adopted. 

The  Censors  of  the  Southern  District,  and  the  committee  of  nine 
added  to  their  number  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  in  1853, 
to  attend  the  examinations  of  the  Medical  Schools  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  that  : 

They  received  invitations  from  the  Faculties  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Crosby  street,  and  from  the  New  York 
Medical  College,  in  Thirteenth  street,  to  attend  their  examinations, 
which  they  accepted.  They  attended  the  examinations  of  these  two 
schools  with  great  satisfaction.  They  appeared,  to  the  committee,  to 
be  thorough  and  searching  ;  aud  we  are  satisfied  that  no  gentleman  re- 
ceived a  diploma  that  was  not  fully  entitled  to  the  same. 

The  committee  also  caused  a  uotice  of  their  appointment  to  be 
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served  on  the  Faculty  of  the  University  School,  in  Fourteenth  street, 
and  received  from  Dr.  Draper,  the  President  of  the  Medical  Faculty, 
the  following  note  : 

University,  New  York,  Feb.  2lst,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  informing  me  that  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society  has  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  the  examinations  at 
the  Medical  Colleges  of  the  city. 

I  will  present  your  communication  to  the  Faculty  of  the  Universi- 
ty at  their  first  meeting. 

Yours  truly, 

JNO.  W.  DRAPER. 

Dr.  Rockwell. 

In  April,  more  than  a  month  after  their  examination  had  closed 
and  the  degrees  had  been  conferred,  Dr.  Draper,  President  of  the  Fa- 
culty, addressed  a  letter  to  Dr.  Rockwell,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
stating  in  detail  the  reasons  of  the  Faculty  for  not  admitting  the  com- 
mittee to  be  present  at  their  examination. 

This  letter  is  herewith  submitted.  It  is  proper  for  the  committee 
to  add,  that  they  have  been  informed  that  this  College,  in  their  circu- 
lars, had  advertised  that  their  examinations  would  be  private,  before 
each  professor  alone. 

University,  New  York,  Medical  Department,  } 
April  8th,  1853.  j 

Sir — Your  letter  was  presented  to  the  Faculty  of  the  University 
at  their  first  meeting  after  its  receipt,  and  I  am  directed  to  express 
respectfully  the  views  of  the  Faculty,  through  you  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  Medical  Society,  to  that  body. 

The  Medical  Faculty  are  constrained  to  decline  acceding  to  the  wish 
of  the  State  Medical  Society,  but  in  so  doing  desire  to  present  some 
of  the  considerations  influencing  them. 

The  object  of  the  examination  in  question  is  to  ascertain  the  state 
of  preparation  of  those  who  are  candidates  for  the  degree  of  doctor 
of  medicine.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  they  should  be  conducted 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  accomplish  that  in  the  most  satisfactory  way. 
Public  examinations  must  always  be  liable  to  uncertainty  in  their  re- 
sults. A  well-prepared  candidate,  without  self-possession,  will  often 
compare  unfavorably  with  one  who  may  have  studied  less,  but  who 
feels  more  assured.  This  is  an  embarrassment  which  all  who  have  ex- 
perience in  these  matters  must  have  witnessed.    A  large  examining 
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board  will  rather  test  the  confidence  of  candidates,  than  their  degree 
of  scientific  requirements. 

It  is  doubtless  this  which  has  led  so  many  Colleges  to  direct  each 
Professor  to  examine  the  student  privately  in  his  own  department,  and 
report  the  result  to  the  Faculty.  In  this  way  the  candidate  is  embar- 
rassed as  little  as  may  be.  Perhaps,  also,  it  has  been  thought  that 
no  one  is  so  well  fitted  to  examine  as  the  person  who  has  taught. 
However  this  may  be,  the  course  of  many  of  the  most  influential  of 
these  institutions  has  been  of  late  years  to  discontinue  examinations 
before  boards,  and  resort  to  those  of  a  more  personal  kind. 

In  public  examinations  there  must  be  an  absolute  uniformity  of  the 
conditions  under  which  each  candidate  is  placed.  This  could  not  be 
accomplished  except  by  an  obligatory  attendance  of  the  examiners. 
Before  a  board,  such  as  would  be  constituted  by  the  University  Facul* 
ty  and  twelve  other  members,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  examine  one 
hundred  students  in  less  than  thirty  days,  devoting  six  hours  a  day  to 
the  duty.  The  length  and  irksomeness  of  this  task  suggest  that  those 
who  devote  themselves  to  it  should  receive  compensation  in  the  way 
of  a  fee  or  salary,  otherwise  it  is  plain  there  would  be  an  irregularity 
in  attendance,  and  some  students  would  be  examined  before  twenty 
persons,  and  others  before,  perhaps,  not  more  than  two  or  three. — • 
Those  who  were  unsuccessful  might  regard  themselves  as  unfairly 
dealt  by. 

Conflicting  opinions  would  undoubtedly  arise  between  the  visiting 
examiners  and  the  Faculty  examiners.  In  some  cases  the  former 
might  be  of  opinion  that  a  candidate  ought  to  be  passed,  the  latter 
might  come  to  an  opposite  conclusion.  It  would  be  found  at  once  es- 
sential to  the  harmony,  and  indeed  the  very  action  of  such  a  board, 
that  all  its  members  should  be  on  an  equal  footing,  the  Professors  ex- 
erting no  more  control  than  their  brethren.  But  this  plainly  involves 
the  surrender  of  the  power  they  possess  from  the  charter  under  which 
they  act. 

We  would,  however,  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  special 
position  in  which  the  University  is  placed.  From  its  first  establish- 
ment it  has  relied  on  the  medical  profession  throughout  the  whole 
country  for  support.  It  has  never  depended  on  patronage  of  a 
merely  local  kind.  Of  its  twelve  hundred  graduates,  scarcely  one 
third  arc  from  the  State  of  New  York.  There  is  no  State  in  the 
Union  in  which  it  has  not  many  alumni.  The  policy  of  consulting  the 
21 
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wishes  and  interests  of  the  whole  medical  profession  of  our  country 
has  thus  far  brought  to  it  great  prosperity,  and,  if  steadily  and  frank- 
ly pursued,  will  probably,  before  long,  place  it  in  influence  at  the  head 
of  American  institutions  of  its  kind.  If,  therefore,  no  difficulties  such 
as  have  been  pointed  out  existed,  aud  it  were  judged  expedient  to  sub- 
ject its  students  to  the  action  of  a  mixed  board,  it  is  clearly  impossi- 
ble that  that  board  could  be  constituted  of  twelve  delegates  from  the 
Medical  Society  of  each  State.  The  plan  adopted  would  probably 
have  to  be  somewhat  analogous  to  that  pursued  at  the  examinations 
of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

These  are  some  of  the  arguments  which  have  occurred  to  the  Facul- 
ty of  the  University.  Tf  it  were  necessary  others  might  be  presented. 
These,  indeed,  have  so  much  weight  that  there  would  appear  to  be  no 
reason  for  concurring  in  the  request  made,  except  a  wish  which  the 
Faculty  always  entertain  of  making  their  institution  acceptable  to  the 
State  Medical  Society.  They  are  persuaded,  however,  that  the  Socie- 
ty will  appreciate  the  respectful  manner  in  which  they  design  to  act, 
and,  in  view  of  the  foregoing  reasons,  estimate  more  highly  their  de- 
clining this  invitation,  than  as  if  they  had  assented  to  it  in  a  hasty 
and  ill-considered  way,  or  merely  for  the  sake  of  a  temporary  benefit. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

JNO.  W.  DRAPER, 

President  of  the  Medical  Faculty. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  committee. 

WILLIAM  ROCKWELL, 
JOEL  FOSTER, 
JAMES  R.  WOOD. 

Dr.  Cogswell  called  up  the  report  of  Dr.  Rockwell,  relative  to 
the  examinations  of  candidates  for  Doctor  of  Medicine,  in  New  York 
city. 

Dr.  Peter  Van  Buren  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved — That  the  refusal  of  the  University  Medical  College  of 
New  York  city,  to  admit  the  committee  appointed  by  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society,  in  1853,  to  be  present  at  the  examination  of  their  sta- 
dents  for  medical  degrees,  is  uncourteous  to  the  Society  ;  the  reasons 
assigned  unsatisfactory,  and  the  effect  upon  the  medical  profession 
injurious.  The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  delegates  were  requested 
to  call  the  attention  of  County  Societies  to  the  subject.  Adopted. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Guiteau, 

Resolved — That  the  following  committee  be  appointed,  with  author- 
ity to  attend  the  examinations  of  students  for  the  degree  of  M.  D., 
from  snch  institutions  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  shall  invite  them. 
Adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  committee  : 
The  three  Censors  of  the  Southern  District,  Drs.  Cheesman,  Rock- 
well and  Foster,  and  Drs.  James  R.  Wood,  Thomas  F.  Cock,  J.  R. 
Van  Kleck,  R.  S.  Kissam,  S.  A.  Purdy,  S.  S.  Purple,  J.  Campbell 
Stewart,  Galen  Carter,  W.  N.  Blakeman. 


Nevd  Ipublications. 

Natitral  Goodness  ;  or,  Honor  to  whom  Honor  is  Duo.    By  Rev.  T.  P.  Randolph 
Mercein.    New  York,  Carlton  &  Phillips.  1854. 

The  title  of  this  book,  and  by  a  clergyman  too,  will  startle  many  sticklers  for 
the  orthodoxy  of  scholastic  theology,  and  hence  may  not  have  been  wisely  chosen. 
Yet  even  such  will  find,  on  reading  it,  no  negation  of  the  dogma  of  "  total  de- 
pravity," nor  any  plea  for  "  nature,"  irrespective  of  "  grace"  as  a  source  of 
"  goodness."  The  author  is  orthodox  and  evangelical  '•'  after  the  straitest  sect," 
in  all  his  teachings,  but  having  learned  of  Him  who,  when  he  looked  upon  an 
amiable  and  moral  young  man,  "  loved  him,"  notwithstanding  the  truth  sent  him 
"  away  sorrowful;"  he  does  not  in  this  book  "  deal  damnation  round  the  land," 
on  all  who  have  not  reached  his  own  standard  of  knowledge  or  experience,  after 
the  manner  of  too  many  pseudo-religious  teachers  and  preachers.  "  Injustice  to 
moral  men,"  as  by  undervaluing  the  natural  virtues,  when  exhibited  in  human 
character,  is  the  crying  sin  of  the  pulpit,  and  excludes  multitudes  of  such  from 
the  churches.  Hence  we  regard  this  volume  as  calculated  to  exert  a  salutary  in- 
fluence wherever  it  is  read  ;  and  we  commend  it  to  the  perusal  of  our  profession, 
which,  calumniated  as  it  is,  nevertheless  includes  numerically  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  "  moral  men,"  and  developes  a  greater  extent  of  "  natural  goodness" 
than  can  be  found  in  an  equal  number  chosen  from  any  other  pursuit.  To  the 
young  of  both  sexes,  who  refrain  from  religious  profession,  because  of  a  con- 
sciousness that  their  own  hearts  and  lives  are  more  conformable  to  the  decalogue 
and  the  golden  rule,  without  making  such  profession,  than  others  around  them 
who  have  assumed  it,  we  commend  this  book,  because  it  appreciates  their  worth, 
while  it  prompts  them  to  duty  by  considerations  and  motives  which  imply  no 
violence  to  their  consciences  nor  to  the  truth. 

Bonn's  Classical  LmitAUT. 
A  number  of  new  volumes  of  this  valuable  series,  among  which  we  notice 
Jerusalem  Delivered,  by  Tasso,  (plates.) 
Hunt's  Poetry  of  Science, 
Gibbon's  Rome,  with  variorum  notes,  Vol.  IH. 
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have  been  imported  by  Bangs  &  Brother,  Park  Row,  from  whom  the  volumes  of 
the  several  libraries  in  course  of  publication  by  Bohn  may  be  obtained  at  low 
prices. 

Handbook  of  Chemistry — Theoretical,  Practical,  and  Technical.  By  F.  A 
Abel  and  C.  L.  Bloxam,  with  a  Preface  by  Dr.  Hoffman.  Philadelphia,  Blanch- 
ard  &  Lea,  1854. 

This  reprint  of  a  new  and  original  work,  by  eminent  British  teachers,  has  been 
improved  from  the  recent  London  edition  by  the  introduction  of  graphic  illus- 
trations, which  greatly  enhance  its  value  as  a  laboratory  guide  for  students.  On 
comparing  it  with  a  number  of  kindred  publications  which  have  appeared  within 
the  last  few  years  on  Chemical  science,  we  judge  it  to  be  superior  to  any  of  them 
in  its  practical  details  and  the  facilities  afforded  to  learners  by  its  lucid  and 
minute  instructions  in  the  applications  of  the  science  to  the  useful  arts.  We 
recommend  it  as  a  highly  meritorious  and  useful  compend  of  the  latest  improve- 
ments in  Chemical  science,  and  signally  adapted  to  the  use  of  manufacturers, 
artizans,  mechanics,  agriculturalists,  &c,  as  well  as  to  pharmaceutists  and  medical 
men  generally. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  Pulmonary  Consumption.   By  Theophilus  Thompson,  M. 

D.,  F.R.S.,  &c.    Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1854. 

While  so  much  has  been  published  of  late  in  relation  to  consumptive  diseases, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  too  often  destitute  of  either  novelty  or  merit,  it  is  re- 
freshing to  find  a  man  like  Dr.  Thompson  employ  himself  in  enlightening  the 
profession  and  the  public  by  strictly  clinical  observations,  the  fruit  of  his  exten- 
sive opportunities  and  ample  experience.  Those  who  would  learn  the  value  of 
the  rational  signs  as  compared  with  those  derived  from  physical  exploration,  in 
their  certainty,  accuracy,  and  importance  in  diagnosis  and  treatment,  may  here 
learn  from  a  master  workman. 


(EMtor's  Sable. 

NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  back  volumes  can  now  be  furnished,  from  1850  to  1853,  neatly  bound 
And  lettered,  at  $7  for  the  four  volumes. 

The  January  number  for  the  present  year,  1854,  cannot  be  supplied,  the  de- 
mand having  already  encroached  upon  our  files  reserved  for  binding. 

Our  Exchanges  should  be  addressed  to  the  "Medical  Gazette,  New- York.'' 
If  otherwise,  they  may  not  reach  our  table. 

Our  box  at  the  Post  Office  of  this  city  having  been  repeatedly  robbed  of  late, 
and  the  thief  having  been  detected,  will  explain  why  letters  to  us  have  re- 
mained unanswered.  Remittances  not  acknowledged,  as  they  have  been  made 
at  our  risk,  will  be  duly  credited  on  information  that  the  money  was  mailed. 

Delinquent  subscribers  are  reminded  that  six  months  of  the  year  have  expir- 
ed with  June,  and  that  an  advance  of  $1  per  annum  will  be  made  of  subscrip- 
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dons  remaining  unpaid.  Early  remittance,  either  in  cash  or  postage  stamps, 
will  save  50  per  cent. 

A  few  more  advertisements  can  now  be  inserted. 

Our  crowded  columns  in  this  number  oblige  us  to  defer  much  of 
editorial  and  other  original  matter  until  our  next.  The  proceedings 
of  the  late  Convention  of  the  American  Medical  Association  could 
not  be  longer  withheld  from  our  readers  ;  and  so  many  deferred  arti- 
cles have  accumulated,  that  a  few  of  these  encroach  this  month  upon 
our  space.  The  article  which  our  friend,  Dr.  Trenor,  deems  necessary 
for  his  defence,  in  the  controversy  with  Professor  Renwick,  will  be 
found  piquant  and  interesting  ;  and  moreover,  it  shows  that  its  author 
and  his  colleagues  are  impelled  by  self  respect  to  remonstrate  against 
the  treatment  to  which  their  official  action  at  the  Crystal  Palace  has 
been  subjected.  Dr.  Trenor  has  fortified  his  positions  by  a  kind  of 
testimonials  from  eminent  men,  which  will  go  far  to  fix  the  public 
sentiment  on  the  subject,  and  prove  rather  unwelcome  to  the  parties 
concerned. 


CHOLERA  IN  NEW  YORK. 

In  the  City  Inspector's  Reports,  a  number  of  deaths  by  Cholera 
have  been  reported  during  successive  weeks.  As  the  bill  of  inter- 
ments is  made  up  of  the  certificates  of  death  furnished  by  "all  sorts 
of  doctors,"  male  and  female,  black  and  white,  many  of  whom  can 
neither  read  nor  write,  and  whose  capabilities  of  diagnosticating  or 
treating  cholera,  if  they  have  any,  must  have  "cum  by  natur,"  or 
been  acquired  by  absorption — the  public  have  learned  to  care  very 
little  about  the  weekly  bill  of  interments  by  that  functionary,  who,  not 
being  a  medical  man  himself,  is  not  qualified  for  this  service,  though  a 
very  clever  fellow  in  other  respects.  Hence  his  proclamation  of  a 
few  dozen  deaths  by  cholera  in  the  city,  during  a  single  week,  has  dis- 
turbed nobody's  equanimity  hereabouts. 

Not  even  that  most  important  and  learned  body  corporate,  our  il- 
lustrious Board  of  Health,  for  they  have  profoundly  slept  over  every 
other  subject,  except  their  own  per  diem,  in  view  of  the  frequent  meet- 
ings in  prospect,  which  has  been  just  fixed  at  two  dollars  for  every 
time  the  Board  is  in  session,  and  is  extra  emolument  beyond  the 
salaries  provided  for  them  in  their  other  Aldermanic  and  Supervisory 
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characters.  But  as  to  cleaning  the  streets,  or  protecting  their  con- 
stituents from  the  multiplied  sources  of  cholera  in  and  around  the  city, 
we  have  not  heard  the  first  note  of  preparation.  Nor  shall  we,  until 
the  epidemic  is  upon  us,  as  it  is  possible  it  soon  may  be,  unless  we  shall 
be  spared  the  usual  high  temperature  of  the  summer,  which  would 
seem  to  be  alone  wanting  to  engender  the  pestilence. 

Should  the  cholera  become  epidemic,  the  Board  will  then  wake  up, 
antil  they  have  organized  a  Medical  Council  too  late  to  be  useful,  and 
Hospitals  will  be  providently  opened  and  manned,  when  it  will  be  found, 
as  heretofore,  that  half  the  city  functionaries  will  have  taken  refuge 
in  the  country,  beyond  the  reach  of  danger,  and  the  public  health  be 
thrown  upon  the  poor  doctors  who  will  remain,  and  many  of  whom 
will  fall  among  the  earliest  victims. 

Alas  for  the  poor  if  cholera  comes,  as  come  it  will,  unless  the  whole 
city  be  cleansed  and  purified,  and  the  habitations  of  the  poor  be  ven- 
tilated, and  their  filthy  and  crowded  apartments  be  subjected  to  the 
laws  of  health,  by  public  authority.  That  the  epidemic  might  be 
averted  even  now,  by  a  competent  aud  efficient  medical  police,  we  feel 
fully  assured.  If  we  escape  without  it.  it  will  be  more  by  luck  than 
management. 


DR.  TRENOR  vs.  PROFESSOR  RENWICK. 

Dr.  Reese. 

Dear  Sir :— Those  of  your  readers  who  may  have  taken  sufficient  interest  in 
the  awards  and  other  proceedings  of  the  late  Crystal  Palace  exhibition,  as  to 
have  read  Professor  James  Renwick's  letter  in  your  June  number,  will  readily 
understand  that  such  a  statement  as  he  has  made  could  not  be  permitted  to  pass 
without  being  replied  to.  This,  then,  being  the  purport  of  the  present  commu- 
nication, no  other  explanation  or  apology  need  be  offered  for  requesting  its 
insertion  in  the  forthcoming  number  of  your  Journal. 

If  it  were  worth  while  to  follow  Professor  Renwick  through  all  the  details  of 
his  plausibly  constructed  narrative,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  showing,  from 
its  inconsistencies,  that  every  position  which  he  attempts  to  establish,  in  contra- 
diction of  the  statement  previously  advanced  by  the  writer  of  this  article,  is 
entirely  untenable.  Some  of  these  inconsistencies  will  be  casually  alluded  to 
towards  the  close  of  this  letter;  but,  as  being  infinitely  more  to  the  purpose,  the 
leading  and  most  importaut  features  of  the  two  statements  will  be  presented, 
and  their  truth  or  inaccuracy  tested  by  such  proofs  as  Professor  Renwick  and 
myself  shall  have  been  able,  respectively,  to  produce. 

In  this  gentlemaivs  letter  to  me  of  the  (ith  February  last,  he  observes — "  In 
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this  state  ol  things,  1  proposed,  and  the  Sub-committee  (that  on  Dentistry) 
assented,  that  I  should  take  the  advice  of  the  Sub-committee  on  surgical  in- 
strnments,"  &c.  In  my  letter  of  the  21st  February  last,  as  published  in  your 
Journal,  the  correctness  of  this  assertion  is  explicitly  denied;  and  it  is  also 
therein  stated,  that  Professor  Renwick  had  proposed  that  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority reports  and  awards  of  the  Committee  on  Dentistry  should  be  left  to  the 
decision  of  Professor  Carnochan — and  this  proposal  was  agreed  to  by  the  three 
members  of  that  Committee  then  present. 

In  your  June  number,  Mr.  Renwick  reiterates  in  substance  his  first  statement 
as  quoted  above,  and  adds — "  He  [meaning  myself]  has  also  asserted  that  an 
empire  was  appointed — a  fact,  on  the  other  hand,  of  which  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion. It  fortunately  happens  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  bringing  the  accuracy 
of  our  respective  memories  into  collision.  A  gentlemau  was  present,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  keeping  a  record  of  the  acts  of  Jury  F;  and  I  have  been,  after 
some  delay  arising  from  the  forms  of  business  prescribed  by  the  Managers  of 
the  Crystal  Palace,  furnished  with  his  statement  of  the  occurrences  of  that 
evening."  After  this  imposing  prelude  to  the  testimony  to  be  introduced,  can 
the  reader  believe  that  it  turns  out  to  be  a  totally  different  thing  from  a  "  record 
of  the  acts  of  Jury  F  of  that  evening?"'  Without  any  of  the  weight  or  influ- 
ence which  such  a  document  would  necessarily  convey  with  it.  and  without  any 
other  connection  with,  or  resemblance  to  it,  than  that  the  record  and  the  recollec- 
tions were  from  the  same  pen.  Indeed,  Mr.  Richardson  himself  does  not  pretend, 
to  furnish  anything  entitled  to  greater  weight  than  simply  his  recollections, 
towards  the  latter  part  of  April,  of  a  mixed  conversation  which  took  place  the 
fore  part  of  the  previous  December,  in  a  room  in  which  he  then  was,  and  in 
which  conversation  he  took  no  part,  and  (for  a  good  reason)  quite  as  little  in- 
terest, for  he  closes  his  testimony  by  very  candidly  and  significantly  observing, 
"  and  this  is  all  I  recollect,  for  I  had  much  to  do.  and  my  attention  was  directed 
to  many  other  matters  at  the  time  you  refer  to."  That  Mr.  Richardson's  atten- 
tion was  not  directed  very  closely  to  the  proceedings,  that  evening,  between 
Professor  Renwick  and  the  members  of  the  Committee,  is  rendered  still  more 
probable  for  the  reason  that  ho  supposes  remarks  to  have  been  made  at  that 
meeting  which,  as  they  would  then  have  been  without  object,  and  indeed  alto- 
gether inapplicable,  were  not  likely  to  have  been  indulged  in.  For  instance,  he 
affirms  that  "  both  parties  seemed  to  urge  their  respective  opinions  for  adoption 
strenuously,"  &c.  Now,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  purport  of  the  meet- 
ing here  spoken  of,  was  simply  and  solely  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  two 
reports;  and  until  this  point  was  settled,  there  was  no  tribunal  before  which  to 
urge  their  respective  views,  even  if  the  members  of  the  Committee  had  felt  so 
disposed.  But  for  such  inaccuracies  Mr.  Richardson  may  well  be  excused,  in 
consideration  of  the  fact  which  he  states,  and  which  every  one  who  visited  thf* 
Committee's  room  will  fully  confirm,  viz.,  that  his  "attention  was  directed  to 
many  other  matters  at  the  time  referred  to." 

So  much  for  what  Mr.  Renwick  preludes  as  a  record  of  the  acts  of  Jury  F. 
Finally,  the  evidence  here  closes  with  the  testimony  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Allen.  But 
after  the  expos6  which  Dr.  Parmly  has  made  and  published  in  the  JVews  Letter 
and  other  professional  periodicals,  of  this  gentleman's  connection  with,  and  con- 
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duct  in  the  Committee  on  Dentistry,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  it  will  scarcely 
l>e  expected  that  it  would  be  deemed  necessary  to  disturb  his  testimony  upon 
any  disputed  point.  It  is  the  less  called  for  in  this  case,  as  a  character  and 
amount  of  evidence  will  be  presently  introduced,  which  it  is  likely  will  be  con- 
sidered as  settling  the  points  at  issue.  First,  however,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
recall  to  the  remembrance  of  the  reader,  that  the  Chairman  of  Jury  F  denies 
the  appointment  of  an  umpire — "  a  fact,"  he  says,  "  of  which  I  have  no  recol- 
lection." 

In  order  to  clear  up  all  doubts  on  these  two  points,  the  writer  of  this  article 
addressed  a  note  of  inquiry  to  each  of  the  three  gentlemen  who  constituted  the 
acting  committee  on  Surgical  Instruments,  as  to  whether  they  had  or  had  not 
been  consulted  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  majority  and  minority 
reports  and  awards  of  the  Committee  on  Dentistry.  From  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Surgical  Instruments  the  following  reply  was  returned: — 

New  York,  Feb.  20th,  1854. 
My  Dear  Sir — To  my  knowledge  the  reports  and  awards  of  the  majority  and 
minority  of  the  Committee  on  Dentistry  were  never  laid  before  the  Committee  on 
Surgical  Instruments. 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed)  Edw.  G.  LUDLOW. 

Dr.  Trenor. 

From  Dr.  W.  Parker,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Crosby  Street  Medical  Col 
lege,  tbe  following  reply  was  received: — 

New  York,  Feb.  9th,  1854. 
My  Dear  Sir — I  received  your  note  of  this  morning,  and  in  reply  I  beg  leave 
to  say,  that  at  my  suggestion  a  committee  was  raised,  composed  of  gentlemen  of 
our  city  who  are  engaged  in  Dentistry,  viz.:  yourself,  Dr.  Parmly,  and  Dr.  Allen. 
Since  that  arrangement  I  heard  nothing  any  way,  but  had  supposed  a  report  had 
been  rendered. 

Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  W.  PARKER, 

Jno.  Trevor,  M.  D.  195  Twelfth  Street. 

From  Dr.  Carnochan,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  Medical  College, 
East  Thirteenth  Street,  the  following  reply  was  returned,  which,  besides  confirm- 
ing the  two  previous  statements,  it  will  also  be  perceived,  settles  conclusively 
the  fact  of  the  appointment  of  an  umpire. 

766  Broadway,  Monday  Morning,  27th  February,  1854. 

Dear  Sir — I  had  intended  to  have  called  on  you  before  this,  (not  understand- 
ing the  purport  of  your  note,)  to  have  given  you  any  information  I  possessed 
upon  the  subjects  of  the  Dentistry  Committee. 

I  wrote  Mr.  Parmly  a  note  explaining  my  relation  with  the  Reports  on  Den- 
tistry, which  amounted  to  this,  that  I  was  requested  to  give  a  decision  in  form  of 
Report  between  the  majority  and  minority  Reports  of  the  jury  upon  articles  of 
Dentistry.  To  this  end  I  handed  in  a  report  to  Professor  Ilenwick,  the  substance 
of  which  coincided  with  the  majority  report  of  the  jury.    The  matter  was  left  to 
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me,  and,  consequently,  the  reports  (majority  and  minority)  were  not  acted  upon 
by  any  of  the  other  members  of  the  jury  upon  Surgery.  If  I  have  not  given  yon 
the  information  you  desire,  I  shall  be  happy  to  do  so  as  far  as  I  can. 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN. 

Dr.  John  Trenor.  1  University  Place. 

As  a  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  notes  was  in  my  possession 
before  the  publication  of  my  letter  to  Professor  Renwick,  in  the  April  numbei 
of  your  journal,  I  had  hoped  that  the  assertion  therein  made,  viz.:  "Of  this  fact 
I  have  now  positive  testimony  before  me,"  together  with  the  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  Professor  Renwick  that  what  I  had  asserted  was  perfectly  true,  would 
have  deterred  that  gentleman  from  pushing  the  matter  any  farther,  and  conse- 
quently would  have  rendered  unnecessary  the  publication  of  the  letters  them- 
selves, but  Mr.  It's  mode  of  procedure  has  rendered  the  publication  of  those 
notes  unavoidable. 

With  the  foregoing  unanswerable  testimony,  this  communication  might  safely 
be  brought  to  a  close,  were  it  not  that  there  is  still  another  declaration  of  the 
Chairman  of  Jury  F,  on  the  correctness  of  which  it  is  not  easy  to  avoid  entertain- 
ing many  misgivings.  In  his  letter  of  the  6th  February,  there  occurs  the  follow- 
ing passage:  "  I  in  consequence,  after  advising  with  some  other  members  of  the 
jury,  finally  laid  the  whole  matter  before  the  Commissioners  of  Juries,"  &c. 
Again  he  says  in  this  same  letter  of  the  6th  February,  "Upon  this  report  the 
Commissioners  of  Juries  granted  all  the  awards,"  Ac,  &c.  and  in  the  June  num- 
ber of  your  journal  he  again  declares  that  "having  duly  weighed  these  mat- 
ters, I  laid  all  (he  facts  of  the  case  before  the  Commissioners  of  Juries,"  Ac. 
The  Commissioners  of  Juries  are  so  repeatedly  and  pointedly  referred  to  for  the 
very  obvious  purpose  of  proving,  upon  the  closest  evidence  that  could  be  required, 
that  in  setting  aside  the  decision  of  the  committee  and  the  umpire,  the  Chairman 
of  Jury  F  was  fully  sustained  by  the  highest  possible  authority. 

Now  we  beg  leave  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  another  and  a  very 
different  view  of  the  subject. 

The  two  Reports  from  the  Committee  on  Dentistry  were  not  presented  at  the 
Committee  Room  at  the  Crystal  Palace  until  Monday  evening,  12th  December, 
1853.  On  the  same  evening  they  were  referred,  as  it  is  fully  proved,  to  Profes- 
sor Carnochan  for  his  decision.  He  returned  the  reports  to  Professor  Renwick, 
accompanied  by  a  written  opinion  in  favor  of  the  majority  report,  ou  the  16th 
December.  The  document  which  Mr.  Renwick  had  drawn  up  on  this  matter, 
(and  a  curious  one  it  is.)  bears  date  also  10th  December.  Previous  to  this,  there- 
fore, he  cannot  assume  to  have  "laid" — as  he  asserts — the  whole  matter  before 
the  Commissioners  of  Juries. 

According  to  the  printed  and  published  official  statement  from  the  Crystal 
Palace,  it  appears  that  the  Commissioners  of  Juries  were  I!.  Silliman,  Jam*., 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  Medical  School;  Col.  B.  P.  John- 
son, State  Agricultural  Rooms.  Albany,  N.  Y.;  and  Samuel  Webber,  Esq.,  from 
Europe.  From  a  source  equally  official  with  that  of  the  chairman  of  Jury  F,  the 
following  information  has  been  derived. 
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Professor  Silliman  lei't  the  Crystal  Palace  in  October,  his  lectures  in  Louisville 
requiring  his  presence  there.  Mr.  Webber  left  the  Crystal  Palace  to  return  to 
Europe  between  the  9th  and  Pith  December;  at  any  rate,  as  my  authority  states, 
"  1  am  sure  before  the  date  of  Prof.  Reuwick's  list."  In  the  face  of  these  dates, 
will  the  worthy  Professor  and  Chairman  of  Jury  F  explain  to  us  by  what  rule 
of  logic  he  works  out  the  correctness  of  his  oft-repeated  assertion,  that  he  had 
laid  "  the  whole  matter  before  the  Commissioners  of  Juries!! !" 

That  this  matter  might  be  put  fairly  and  fully  in  its  true  light,  a  letter  was 
addressed  to  Col.  Johnson,  the  only  remaining  Commissioner  of  Juries  who  could 
have  been  at  the  Crystal  Palace  for  official  duty  at  the  period  in  question,  inquir- 
ing whether  he  had  or  had  not  sanctioned  Professor  Renwick's  proceeding  of  set- 
ting aside  the  official  decision  of  the  Committee  on  Dentistry,  sustained  as  it  was 
by  that  of  the  umpire,  and  substituting  his  own  views  of  the  matter  as  those 
which  the  committee  had  sanctioned.  From  Col.  Johnson  the  following  letter 
was  received:— 

Agricultural  Rooms,  Albany,  March  4th,  1854. 
Dbaji  Sir — I  have  no  distinct  recollection  as  to  the  various  reports  about  Den- 
tistry. There  was  considerable  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  awards,  but  my  im- 
pression is  that  the  report  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  as  made,  was  the 
one  directed  to  be  published.  I  was  extremely  anxious  to  have  the  awards  pub- 
lished, so  that  we  could  have  the  certificates  prepared  without  any  delay.  When 
at  the  Palace  at  one  time,  after,  I  think,  the  reports  were  sent  to  the  printer, 
something  was  said  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  office  about  additional  report, 
but  I  think  I  did  not  see  it,  nor  do  I  recollect  of  giving  any  direction  in  relation 
to  it.    My  object  has  been  to  carry  out  the  awards  as  made. 

Yours, 

(Signed)  B.  P.  Johnson. 

John  Trenor, 

No.  1  Union  Place. 

The  Chairman  of  Jury  F  repeatedly  charges  the  Committee  on  Dentistry  with 
a  violation  of  the  instructions  by  which  they  had  been  required  to  be  governed. 
Is  it  not  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  that  a  printed  copy  of  the  only  instruc- 
tions which  were  deemed  necessary  by  the  Managers  of  the  Crystal  Palace,  was 
handed  to  every  member  of  every  Jury,  with  the  letter  announcing  officially  his 
appointment?  If,  then,  those  instructions  had  been  disregarded,  as  Mr.  Renwick 
asserts,  why  did  he  not  point  to  the  violated  rules?  simply  because  he  could  do 
no  such  thing,  as  no  transgression  whatever  had  been  committed,  and  this  he 
well  knew.  On  the  other  hand,  will  Professor  Renwick  exhibit  the  instructions 
by  which  he  was  authorized  to  act  as  Committee,  Jury,  Chairman  and  Commis- 
sioner, all  of  which  functions  he  seems  to  have  had  no  hesitation  in  taking  upon 
himself  the  right  to  exercise. 

Here,  then,  are  presented  the  true  facts  of  this  case,  sustained  by  an  amount 
and  character  of  testimony  that  will  enable  every  reader  to  understand  its  real 
merits,  and  to  judge  between  Professor  Renwick  and  the  writer  of  this  commu- 
nication. 

JOHN  TRENOR. 

JVew  York.  12th  June.,  1854. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


331 


NEW  YORK  vs.  PHILADELPHIA. 

At  the  late  Medical  Convention  at  St.  Louis,  in  common  with  the  profession 
hereabouts,  we  have  regretted  that  any  attempt  was  made  to  remove  the  pub- 
lishing department  of  the  Association  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York.  It  is  not 
true,  however,  as  blunderingly  reported  by  the  New  York  Medical  Times,  that 
this  was  done  at  the  "  expressed  wish  of  the  New  York  delegation,"  but  it  was 
opposed  by  many  of  our  delegates,  and  evidently  carried  by  the  votes  of  those 
representing  very  distant  extremes  of  oar  country.  The  pretext  was,  the  dissatis- 
faction felt  at  the  delay  in  issuing  the  Transactions,  and  especially  the  joint- 
stock  operation  alleged  in  the  issue  of  Dr.  Meig's  book  in  the  volume  of  the  last 
year.  Whether  the  N.  Y.  Committee  will  be  able  to  correct  the  former  complaint 
by  an  earlier  issue  of  the  volume  remains  to  be  seen.  And  if  they  give  place  to 
the  premium  essay  of  Dr.  Brainard,  they  will  certainly  repeat  the  latter  offence, 
and  in  a  greatly  aggravated  form,  for  that  essay  has  been  published  in  France 
eome  months  since. 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  Condie,  the  Treasurer,  is  deplored  to  an  extent  which 
we  venture  to  predict  will  lead  to  the  only  reparation  which  is  left  to  the  Asso- 
eiation,  by  elevating  him  to  the  presidency  next  year,  which  we  hope  will  be 
done.  Who  is  to  be  the  New  York  publisher  of  the  Transactions  we  are  not  able 
to  divine.  Happily,  however,  if  the  New  York  Committee  shall  find  a  lack  of 
enterprise  and  liberality  here,  they  can  send  the  work  on  to  ihe  Collins's,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, by  whom  it  has  heretofore  been  done  so  satisfactorily.  The  task  of 
this  new  Committee  of  Publication  is  certainly  an  unenviable  one.  We  wish 
them  a  safe  deliverance. 


THE  ANATOMICAL  LAW. 

Onr  correspondent.  "Medicus,"  will  excuse  our  declining  to  publish  his  article. 
The  profession  at  home  and  abroad  understand  the  game  which  is  playing  tc 
make  capital  out  of  the  "  dissection  bill."  The  circular  to  which  he  alludes, 
generously  offering  to  give  away  subjects,  now  that  the  Faculty  expect  to  get 
them  for  nothing,  is  only  one  of  the  tricks  of  that  waning  school,  in  the  hope  that 
it  will  pay.  See  Dr.  Draper's  letter,  in  another  part  of  this  Dumber.  As  to  the 
glorification  of  Dr.  Paine,  for  his  exertions  to  pass  the  bill,  by  lobbying  at 
Albany,  we  think  he  has  earned  all  the  glory  by  days  and  nights  of  ungracious 
labor,  which  must  have  been  personally  distasteful  to  that  venerable  and  good 
man.  That  Drs.  Parker,  Vache,  and  J.  R.  Wood  equally  deserve  to  be  honored 
for  their  toils  the  previous  winter  in  behalf  of  the  bill,  and  that  the  action  of 
the  State  Medical  Society  at  last  decided  its  doubtful  fate,  after  all  its  amend- 
ments, are  facts  equally  well  known.  We  fear,  however,  that  the  scarcity  of  sub- 
jects the  coming  winter  will  convince  all  parties  that  the  law  will  be  a  dead 
letter,  so  far  as  this  city  is  concerned;  for  the  recent  strife  among  the  Governors 
of  the  Alms  House,  and  their  action  as  to  the  disposal  of  their  dead  for  inter- 
ment, like  the  course  which  the  Commissioners  are  constrained  to  puri-ue  for  the 
conciliation  of  foreign  influence,  will  doubtless  present  insuperable  barriers  to 
anatomical  pursuits  hereafter,  and  we  fear  will  nullify  the  late  law. 

Those  who  have  publicly  pledged  an  abundant  supply  of  anatomical  material' 
next  winter  for  nothing,  will  find  themselves  committed  to  the  students  by 
another  public  pledge,  which  is  made  to  be  broken,  albeit  the  gulls  may  be 
caught  thereby,  and  the  trick  be  made  to  pay. 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

Two  of  the  "  attending"  medical  officers  have  lately  rebelled  against  their  su- 
perior officer,  the  Warden,  in  the  matter  of  provisions,  liquors,  &c.,  supplied  for 
the  patients;  and  they  have  sent  their  protest  to  the  Governors,  who,  of  course, 
could  not  redress  the  grievances  of  these  subordinates  until  the  head  of  the 
department,  the  aforesaid  warden,  should  be  consulted.  This  is  all  right,  for  he 
ought  to  be  a  better  judge  than  the  doctors  in  such  matters,  from  his  long  expe- 
rience in  the  trade  of  liquor  selling,  on  which  account  he  seems  to  have  been 
chosen  to  fill  this  post,  as  well  as  to  get  him  out  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  for 
which  place  he  had  no  fitness. 

We  commiserate  the  "  physicians  and  surgeons ':  in  the  humiliation  to  which 
they  are  reduced  by  the  new  organization  they  themselves  effected  in  1849, 
when  they  sold  the  Governors  into  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  a  Medical  head 
with  authority  to  enforce  their  orders,  and  substituted  a  secular  blockhead  as 
Warden,  hoping  thereby  to  attain  for  themselves  the  government  of  the  hospi- 
tal. In  this  latter  ambition,  their  treachery  and  baseness  has  been  rewarded  by 
their  present  dependent  and  humiliating  position.    We  forbear  to  say  more. 

Verbum  sat. 


The  announcement  of  the  University  of  Louisville  appears  in  another  column, 
by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  J.  Lawrence  Smith,  of  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia, has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Professor  Silliman  in  the  chair  of  Chemistry 
and  Toxicology.    An  excellent  appointment. 

The  Albany  Medical  College  is  prospering  beyond  all  former  precedent,  as  it 
deserves  to  do,  in  view  of  its  new  arrangements  and  the  enterprise  of  its  able 
Faculty. 
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il/RANYMGDICAL  COL- 

-*™>.  IjF.OE. — The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will 
commence  on  Tuesday,  the  bin  of  September,  1854. 

Two  full  Courses  of  Le^ures  are  delivered  an- 
nually. The  Fall  Course  commences  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  Septemher,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.  Kach  Course 
continuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees  are  conferred 
at  the  close  of  each  term. 

Aldkx  March,  M.  P..  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Jamhs  MoNAt'GHTON,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

J. '.mi    1 1  Armsht,  M.  I). ,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Thomas  Hun.  M.  D. ,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  and  Materia  Medica 


Amos  Pkan,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispru 
dence. 

Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 
Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  L>.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  And 

Pharmacy. 

Fe»l  for  a  single  course,  $60:  for  two  courses 
paid  in  advance  $luO.  Matriculation  fee,  $5; 
Graduation  fee.  $20. 

Material  for  dissection, abundant;  and  furnish 
ed  to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  NewYork 
and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Op- 
portunities for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed 
to  be  equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the 
country  Price  of  Board  from  $2.50  to  $3,50  pec 
week.         HOWARD  TOWNSEND,  Registrar 
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MA  RSIl'S  RADICAL  CURB 
TRUSS — The  peculiarity  of  this  Truss 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certainty  with 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate  i 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
outer  and  inner  ring,  thus  effectually  support- 
ing the  bowel,  and  keeping  it  absolutely  within  ' 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  the 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  ;  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certainty 
with  which  this  is  done,  and  the  complete  im-  , 
mobility  of  the  pad  ;  when  he  is  told  that  the 
pad  is  an  oval  ringt  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening 
the  integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  internal  and  external  circumfer 
cnce  of  the  pad,  and  thus  effectually  securing  it 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  mosl 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  !  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retain- 
ing Tross  ;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  open- 
ing of  the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  U 
known  to  every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  mosl 
•afely  produced  by  external  mechanical  pressure 
is  equally  apparent  to  the  common  sense  of  every 
reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
phyBician,  has  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  of 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad, 
attached  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  i> 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  ol 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
acrew;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressun 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  ol 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  trus^ 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba 
tion  of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  me' 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par 
ker,  Carnachan,  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  ol 
this  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor- 
ough trials  in  volumnious  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  seven 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct. 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

marsh" Sl  CO.'S 

UNION  ORTHCflMJEIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  3  1-3  Mnlden  Lane. 
NEW-YORK. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians,  Inven 
torn  and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Suppor: 
for  lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine, 
for  the  cure  of  Club  Feet,  Bow-Legs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities,  Elastic  Stockings  an< 
Knee-Caps;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins 
fcc. 

A  new  stylo  of  Suspensory  Bandage,  superioi 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  New  am 
Improved  Li^ht,  Elastic  Suspender  ShouMei 
Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Even  ins 
A  comprehemivc  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip 
tire  of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  LUustra 


ted  by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus, 
or  its  relief,  will  be  sent  gratis  to  Physicians  on 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


(IASTIjKTON  medicai,  col- 
J  JjEtiE. — There  are  two  full  CourseB  of 
Lectures  annually,  in  Castleton  Medical  College 
The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last 
fhursday  in  February  ;  the  Autumnal  Sessiok 
in  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
will  continue  four  months. 

Joseph  Perkixs,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medio 
and  Obstetrics. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D. ,  Prof,  of  Surgery  aniJ 
Practice  of  Medicine. 
Middi-tcton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 
William  C.  Kittridgb,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medica! 
Jurisprudence. 

Coryoi-on  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anato 
my  and  Physiology. 

George  Hudley,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Chemistry  ami 
Natural  History. 

AdrainT.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  ;  Board  frorr 
i2,00  to  $2.50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  M.  D., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Castleton,  Vermont,  Dec.  1,  1853. 


■TIVIVERSITYofLOUISVILLK.. 

Medical  Department. — The  Eighteenth  an- 
nual course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will 
commence  on  the  30th  of  October  next,  and  ter 
annate  on  the  last  of  February,  under  the  fol 
lowing  arrangement  : 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Deserip 
ave  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lunseord  P.  Yandell,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physi- 
ology and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Mjllbr,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obsteric  Mcdi 
cine. 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

J.  Lawrence  Smith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Medicai 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Funt,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  An 
atomy  and  Dissector  iu  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each 
'rofessor,  is  $15,  ($105  in  all,)  payable  invari 
ibly  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library  fee 
ogether,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Practical 
\natomy  and  Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken 
it  least  once  before  graduation.  Rooms  open 
from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  de- 
livered, without  additional  charge,  during  the 
nonth  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  at 
he  Louisville  Marine  Hospital.  Ticket  $5,  to  be 
aken  once  before  graduation. 

A  Cliniquc  has  been  established  in  connection- 
villi  the  University,  at  which  cases  are  exam- 
ned,  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  pres 
nee  of  the  class. 

3£S»liood  boarding  can  be  procured  at  $3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDKIX,  M.  I)., 
June  14tb,  1854.  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
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IMPORTANT  TO  THE 


MFiDICAL  FACULTY 

DEALERS  IN  MEDICINES. 

The  Undersigned,  Importers  and  Wholesale  Dealers,  offer  for 
salf  a  very  extensive  and  choice  selection  of  fresh  and  lately 
imported  Drugs,  Chemicals,  &c,  at  prices  lower  than  heretofore 
a<ked  in  this  market.  They  arc  the  SOLE  AGENTS  for  the 
I  KITED  STATES.  CUBA,  MEXICO,  and  the  WEST  INDIES,  tor  the 
celebrated  MATHEY  CAYLUS  COl'AIVA  BALSAM  GLUTEN  CAP 
SlTLE,  approved  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris  and 
London. 

Those  Capsules  are  distinguished  from  the  other  preparation* 
of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantages  : 

1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  necessity  the  use  of 
a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  genuine.  Now  it  is  manifest  that  this 
substance  succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of  purity. 
The  same  condition  not  being  indispensible  in  the  Gelatine  Cap 
sulcs.  it  frequently  happens  that  it  is  adulterated.  There  are 
even  some  sold  that  merely  contain  oil  slightly  impregnated  tcUM 
Cfpaica. — an  infamous  fraud  which  could  hardly  be  believed,  did 
not  recent  experiments,  made  by  professors  of  the  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  College,  afford  ample  proofs. 

2d.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  they  con 
tain  as  much  Copaiva,  which  is  explained  by  the  difference  in  the 
thickness  of  the  envelope;  the  Gluten  Capsules  weighing  2  grains, 
whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsules  weigh  12,  which  can  be  easily 
proved. 

3d.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that  they  succeed  where 
other  medicines  have  proved  a  failure. 
Lastly,  their  regular  shape  and  small  volume,  so  favorable  to  deglutition,  their  agreeable  appear  - 
ance,  whicn  is  more  like  a  sugar  plum  than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  more  easy,  even  for  the 
most  qualmish  medicine  takers. 

Kg-  Also  constantly  on  hand  Gapaulea  of  Copaiva  and  Cubebs,  Copaiva  and  Ratanhia,  Copaiva 
and  Citrate  of  Iron.  Copaiva  and  Magnesia. 

Each  Bottle  holds  64  Capsules.  They  are  to  be  obtained  Wholesale  and  Retail,  at  the  principal 
Druggists.    Also  at  the  GEXERAI.  DEPOT,  No.  32  JOHN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

HIX,  CATAIXIGNE  h  CO. 


UNIVERSITY  of>AsHVII,!,E. 
lilBD -ii  Departmext. — The  Fourth  Annual 
Course  of  I>*i  tures  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence ou  Monday,  the  30th  of  October  next, 
and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March 
Robert  M.  1'oeier,  M.  D..  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Bf.rut.n  I^vDbUT.  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

C.  K.  Wissiox,  M.  D.,  Materia  M.-iica  and  Med 
ic&l  Jurisprudence. 

A.  II.  BuGOAJUX,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy. 

Thomas  R.  Jfsnin&s,  M.  D.,  Institutes  of  Med- 
icine, and  Clinical  Medicine. 

W.  K.  Bown.-.G,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  lVactice  of 
Medicine. 

John  M.  Watsox,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  oi 
Surgery. 

William  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  Stu- 
dents on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  tf 
all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors 
commencing  also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October 

AClinique  has  been  established,  in  connection 
with  the  University,  at  which  ©iterations  arc 
performed  and  caaes  prescribed  for  an  1  lectured 
upon  in  prepense  of  the  class 


Arrangements  have  been  made  to  accommo- 
date all  persons  requiring  surgical  operations. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  lectures  in  the  University 
is  $105.  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only,) 
$5;  Practical  Anatomy  $10;  Graduation  fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  for  $3  00  per  week. 
Further  information  can  be  obtained  by  address- 
ing the  Dean.    J.  B.  1JNDSI.EY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville.  Tenn.,  March,  1854. 


The  oimhopodk;  insti- 
tution, for  the  cure  of  deformities, 
157,  459  and  461  Pacific  Street,  South  Brooklyn 
affords  to  in-door  patients,  afflicted  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda- 
tion. Orthopsedic  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
it  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
o'clock,  A.  M-,  for  private  patients  only.  The 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdays  an-J 
Fridays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
-■linical  instruction  will  be  given  to  Medical  Stu- 
lents,  who  may  favor  the  institution  with  their 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re 
-pectfully  invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
their  attention  and  visits. 
PhyEician  of  the  Institution, 

L.  BAUER,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Surgeon. 
(Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ortbo 
psedic  Institution  in  Manchester,  G.  B.  Low,  Mem 
ber  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  etc. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  " PALMER'S  PATENT," 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  Philadelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

TOE  ARTIFICIAL  EEG,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  and  Maim 
factured  by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO..  is  conceded  to  be  for  superior  to  any 
thing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  i.nintry  or  in  Europe.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  "  THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  IJMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.    It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb,  ' 


had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  and 
Ttetimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien 
tific  Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  Uif. 
best  Artijxtinl  Leg  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition 
I/ondon,  1S51  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construe 
tion,  finished,  and  operating  I,og,  ever  invented 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux,  Paris,  forty  years,  and  M.  LALLEMAND, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  II 
GREEN  Esq.,  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
ease  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated  ; 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per 
sons,  are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
eountry,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit : 

i(I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Lej 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  It: 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is  beau 
tif ul  ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for 
tho  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  po* 
seas  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VAL  ENTTNE  MOTT. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University 

New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 

"I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Lep 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use, 


GENTLEMEN. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  nianufac 
turers.  Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leave* 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve 
merit.  B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon 

To  Messrs  B.  F.  Palmer  &  Co. 

U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1851." 
"  1  have  examined  the  Artificial  Leg  construe 
ted  by  Messrs.  Palmer  k  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  I) 
New  York.  February  3,  1851. 

PiiiLanKLPiiiA,  March  27, 1851. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi 
rial  I,eg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patient* 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College,  Phila." 

"  I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON,  M.  1). 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Pcnn" 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851. 

SURGEONS  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 


and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  [  Which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
am  acquainted.         WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  I),   imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians  member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
and  Surgeons,  N.  Y.  seem  possible.    We  recommend  them  with  plea 

New  York,  January  29,  1851."  |.sure  and  confidence  to  those  whomay  need  such 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and  assistance 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man- 


ufactured by  Messrs  Palmer  B  Co.,  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  rocoinmended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  hav 
been  operated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  tho  amputated 
limb.  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  IV 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 
Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc 
New  York,  April  12, 1853." 


Surgeons  aud  Physician* 
to 

Mas*.  Gen.  Hospital 


JOHN  C.  WARREN. 
GEO.  HAYWARI), 
JACOB  B1GEL0W, 
S.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
J.  MASON  WARREN, 
D.  H.  STORER, 

N.  B. — All  orders  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  the 
states  of  New  England,  must  bo  sent  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  they  will  bo  executed.  All 
others  to  Philadelphia. 

B.  K.  PALMER,  K.  J)  HUDSON 

A.  S  CURRIER 
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OTTO  &  KCEHLER, 

tUSOVACTBBJSBB  OP 

SURGICAL  &  ORTHOPEDIC AL 

MACHINES, 

AND 

Instruments,  Trusses,  Bandages,  &c. 

No.  58  Chatham  Street,  (2d  Floor, ) 

New  York. 

All  kinds  of  Instruments,  Tools,  and  Seizors  made 
repaired  and  ground,  at  the  shortest  notice 
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"  ETHER-PEARLS 

BTkELLUC  &  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
mJ  the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  remedy 
given,  without  nidi,  taste  or  t vapor ai urn  j  they 
have  alto  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Tannate  of  Quinine, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Hurreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safe-t  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents 

DELLTJC  &  CO., 

PHAKSEACIFnCAS,  CHS1HST 

5S1  BROADWAY. 
And  260 FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention 
to  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY.— Druggists  will  do  well  to 
give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  St..  N.  Y 
The  KEl'HAUA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up  in 
beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  re 
tailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give 
dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiser,"  of  this  city 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — "For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kepha 
ha  is  what  it  professes  to  he,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and 
promoeting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeni- 
ably fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  i:E#3  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
sompounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOII.ET  POWDER,  made  only  by  A 
K  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y.,  is  uni 
versally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made, 
and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABI <E  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted  gen 
nine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com 
plexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear 
nes-s  and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  kc 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich  et.,  New  York. 


KNICKERBOCKER  LIFE  IN- 
WCRAIVCE  COMPANY,  of  the 

City  op  New  York,  corner  of  Fourteenth  Street 
and  Eighth  Avenue    over  the  Knickerbocker 

Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen 
i  ral  Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  deposited  8100,000  with  the  Comptroller,  a> 
a  security  for  the  insured,  additional  to  th* 
receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transace 
the  usual  business  of  Life  Insurance  on  the  moB^ 
favorable  terms  consistent  with  Becurty  andt 
stability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  partiicipation 
in  profits. 

DIRECTORS  : 
Erastus  Lyman,  Henry  Dean, 


Joseph  W.  Savage, 
John  B.  Kitching, 
James  S.  Gibbons, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr. 
Isaac  Kip,  Jr. 
Pierre  C.  Kane, 
William  Charters. 
Mark  Cornell, 
C.  Wheeler, 
J.  H.  Homer, 
B.  F.  Manierre, 
Cummings  H.  Tucker, 
Richard  H.  Bull, 
Anthony  Thornton, 
Robert  Ayres, 
Gen.  Elijah  Ward, 
William  A.  Wheeler, 
Abel  Thompson, 
6.  R.  Howell, 
William  W.  Cornell, 
aines  R.  Del  Vecchio, 

James  Stephens. 
ERASTUS  LYMAN,  President. 
STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER,  Vice  President. 
RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 
RICHARD  H.  BULL,  Actuary. 
DAVID  M.  REESE,  M.  I).,  Medical  Examiner,  852 
Broadway. 


Isaac  Hendricks, 
Henry  Dubois, 
M.  Hopper  Mott, 
Lorain  Freeman, 
Henry  Lefman, 
Hon.  W.  Wright, 
John  M'Chain, 
John  Denham, 
J.  W.  Howe, 
John  A.  Gun, 
W.  E.  Smith  Jr. 
William  Winslow, 
Concklin  L.  Martin^ 
A.  Bridgeman, 
George  M.  Vannort, 
Henry  D.  Crane, 
Charles  O.  Richardson, 
John  S.  Meyer, 
Edward  Coles, 
Henry  B.  Bolster, 
James  M.  Chapman, 


COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER 

JOB  PRINTING  OFFICE. 

Corner  of  Pine  and  William  Sts.,  N.  Y. 

THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER,  having  en- 
larged their  building,  have  appropriated  a  portion 
of  it  for  a  general  and  extensive 

mm  &  sob  mmiw&  ©y?ics. 

Its  business  will  be  conducted  by  Francis  A. 
Itiix,  John  G.  Clayton  and  John  Medolb,  un- 
der the  firm  of 

HALL,  CLAYTON  &  CO. 

With  a  large  stock  of  entirely  new  Type,  an 
ample  equipment  of  Machine  Presses  of  the  most 
approved  construction,  with  Steam  for  the 
motive  power,  and  the  aid  of  the  most  skillful 
practical  assistants  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, the  proprietors  feel  authorized  to  say, 
that  their  facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  any 
other  establishment  for  the  prompt  and  satis- 
factory execution  of  all  work  which  may  be 
entrusted  to  them. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Druggists'  Print- 
ing of  all  descriptions,  in  black  or  colored  inks. 


NEW-YOBK  MEDICAL  GAZETTE 

A  N  D 

JOURNAL  OF  HEALTH. 


Del.  v. 


•No.  8. 


©rigmctl  ^Department. 


GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  PARISIAN  JOURNALS. 


Cholera. — From  the  11th  to  the  17th  of  May,  there  were  sixty-two 
cases  in  the  Hospitals,  thus  making  an  average  of  nine  per  diem. 
From  the  18th  to  the  31st,  fourteen  days,  there  was  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  four  cases,  or  seven  cases  per  diem.  From  the  1st  to  the 
14th  June,  inclusive,  we  find  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  cases,  of  which 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  died.  The  average  for  these  last  rises 
to  eighteen,  more  than  double. 
Synopsis  of  the  disease  up  to  the  14th  June: 

Cases  treated  in  the  hospitals  since  November,  .  2,335 
Discharged  cured,      .       .       930}  ^irQ 


It  has  been  remarked  in  Paris,  that  the  increase  of  cholera  is  syn- 
chronous with  the  decrease  of  the  temperature. 

The  disease  has  manifested  itself  lately  in  many  of  the  departments, 
principally  the  following: — Marne,  Mease,  Haute-Saone,  Seine-et- 
Marne,  Seine-et-Oise,  Deux-Sevres,  Vendee,  Hautc-Marnc,  Cote  d'Or, 
Aisne.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  to  be  very  severe  in  any  of  the 
localities. 


Uterine  Hemorrhage  following  Abortion. — This  was  a  case  occurring 
at  the  Hotel  Dieu;  in  the  wards  of  M.  Trousseau.  The  patient  was  a 
young  woman  of  about  twenty-one;  she  was  advanced  in  her  pregnancy 
between  two  and  three  months.  Four  days  before  her  admission  to  the 


Died, 


1,233  f 


Under  treatment, 


166 


22 
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hospital  she  aborted.  Immediately  upon  her  entrance,  she  was  treated 
by  the  Interne,  who  used  ice,  rhatania,  secale  cornutum,  etc.;  tam- 
pons were  tried,  but  all  these  means  failed  of  success.  Compression  of 
the  aorta,  and  the  rhatania  again,  but  no  relief.  In  the  morning,  at 
the  time  of  the  visit,  it  still  continued.  The  patient  was  anemic,  and 
there  was  slight  hope  of  saving  her  life.  In  this  state  of  affairs,  Trous- 
seau proceeded  to  use  the  tampon  again,  but  in  a  different  manner;  in- 
stead of  c/iarpie,  he  used  carded  cotton.  lie  applied  it,  not  in  isolated 
pieces,  one  after  another,  as  is  usual,  but  as  it  is  called,  l'cn  cerf  volant;'' 
each  one  of  the  little  knobs  was  first  covered  with  cerate,  and  they  were 
then  successively  introduced,  one  after  the  other,  until  the  vagina  was 
sufficiently  plugged.  Sixty  tampons  were  used.  The  hemorrhage 
stopped  at  once.  This  tampon  was  left  until  five  o'clock  in  the  eve- 
ning; not  a  drop  of  blood  escaped.  Another  tampon  was  used  in  the 
same  manner,  and  retained  during  the  night.  A  third  and  last  appli- 
cation was  made  the  next  morning;  light  diet  only  was  given.  The 
most  absolute  repose  and  tvarm  injections  were  prescribed,  to  prevent  a 
return  of  the  difficulty.  Everything  went  on  favorably  to  a  speedy 
■convalescence. 

The  points  of  importance  in  this  case  are, — 1st.  The  manner  of 
making  and  using  the  tampon.  2d.  The  injection  of  warm  instead  of 
cold  water. 

Trousseau  was  led  to  this  change  from  the  results  of  experiments 
obtained  some  time  since  by  himself  and  M.  Leblanc.  "Qu'on  mele 
a  du  sang  de  l'eau  a  0,  le  sang  ne  se  coagulera  pas;  qu'on  le  mele  a 
de  l'eau  a  40°  ou  au  dessus,  il  se  coagulera.  If  one  mingles  water 
at  zero  with  the  blood,  the  latter  does  not  coagulate,  but  if  the  water 
is  at  40°  or  above,  it  will  coagulate."  Trousseau  has  found  that  hem- 
orrhages are  more  easily  and  surely  controlled  by  warm  than  by 
cold  injections. 


Velpeau  has  had  a  case  in  his  wards  at  the  Charite,  that  has  given 
both  patient  and  medical  advisers  much  trouble.  The  patient  was  a 
young  woman,  apparently  healthy,  twenty-three  years  of  age.  Three 
years  ago,  having  pain  in  the  abdomen,  she  examined  and  discovered 
in  that  region  a  tumor,  which  caused  her  much  uneasiness.  She  has 
consulted  all  of  the  most  distinguished  practitioners.  Some  have  di- 
agnosed it  an  abscess,  others  displacement  of  the  spleen.  Many  med- 
icaments have  been  tried,  among  them  cauteries,  which  have  left  large 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


339 


Beatrices,  but  all  without  any  appreciable  benefit  to  the  patient. 
Velpeau  found,  upon  examination,  deep  in  the  left  illiac  region,  a 
tumor  whose  long  diameter  was  from  above,  down.  It  was  resistant: 
no  fluctuation:  slightly  movable:  no  pain  upon  pressure.  During  the 
three  years  it  had  not  increased  in  size:  menstruation  regular:  no 
abnormal  uterine  discharge:  no  pain  in  lumbar  region,  and  none  of 
i.he  symptoms  which  usually  accompany  uterine  affections.  The  uri- 
nary organs  seem  to  be  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition.  In  the  epi- 
gastric region  there  is  a  continual  rumbling  noise;  this  causes  the  pa- 
tient much  anxiety, — also  slight  difficulty  experienced  in  digestion; 
aside  from  this,  the  intestinal  tube  appears  to  be  healthy.  Velpeau 
diagnoses  this  as  displacement  of  the  kidney.  He  has  seen  seven  or 
eight  examples  of  it.  One,  very  marked.  In  this  case  the  organ  was 
displaced  and  quite  movable ;  there  was  an  appreciable  tumor  upon  the 
walls  of  the  abdomen.  The  patient  (who  was  a  medical  man,)  had 
tried  all  kinds  of  remedies,  until  he  became  really  sick.  M.  Rayer 
saw  the  patient  in  company  with  M.  Velpeau;  after  much  difficulty, 
they  persuaded  him  that  it  was  an  anomaly,  not  a  disease.  Being 
convinced,  he  gave  up  all  treatment  and  became  well. 


Dr.  Barbibr  says  that  he  treats  simple  pneumonia,  (which  is  very 
common  in  his  practice,  he  being  in  a  mountainous  district  where  at- 
mospheric changes  are  incessant,  and  render  the  disease  endemic, 
whether  in  old  men  or  children,  the  plethoric  or  lymphatic,)  by  digitalis 
and  white  oxyd  of  antimony.  The  doses  are  changed  according  to 
the  age  and  different  pathological  indications.  He  uses  for  the  first 
day  or  two,  for  an  adult,  this  prescription: 


Of  this  mixture  the  patient  is  to  take  a  tablespoonful  every  three 
hours.  During  the  day  he  uses  infusions,  mucilages;  and  at  night 
sinapisms  to  the  inferior  members,  hot  drinks,  etc.  When  the  heat  of 
the  skiu  has  diminished,  pulse  less  active,  and  the  respiration  and  cough 


Gum  Water,  

Orange  Flower  Water, 
Cherry  Laurel  " 
Tincture  Digitalis,. . . . 

Oxymel  Scillae,  

Nitre,  


 grammes  125.00 

  30.00 

(Prunus  Lauro-Cerasus,) . .  10.00 


3.00 
30.00 
2.00 
M. 
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less  painful;  or  when  the  general  inflammatory  symptoms  have  lost 
their  intensity,  the  patient  is  prepared  for  the  white  oxyd,  which  he 
uses  in  this  form: 


This  is  to  be  taken  in  divided  doses  during  the  twenty-four  hours, 
augmenting  each  day  the  white  oxyd  fifty  centigrammes. 

From  the  second  or  third  day  the  crepitant  rale  diminishes,  the 
expectoration  loses  its  distinguishing  color;  from  this  moment  the 
disease  marches  rapidly  towards  a  cure.  Dr.  Barbier  never  bleeds, 
and  has  never  regretted  that  he  has  not  bled.  Sometimes,  but  this 
is  rare,  he  finds  the  white  oxyd  inefficacious.  In  these  cases  he  re- 
places it  by  Kermes'  mineral,  in  doses  half  as  large  as  those  of  the 
white  oxyd.  When  the  disease  in  old  persons  is  complicated  by 
Catarrh,  to  the  above  treatment  he  adds  Ipecac,  Balsams  and  tonics 
internally,  with  external  counter  irritation.  In  the  use  of  these  reme- 
dies, the  doses  are  subordinate  to  the  age,  to  the  different  symptoms, 
and  all  the  intercurrent  indications. 


M.  Abajo  has  published  iu  the  Medical  Herald,  of  Madrid,  a  treat- 
ment which  has  been  very  successful  in  his  hands,  in  cases  of  Croup. 
After  having  lost  cases  which  he  had  treated  by  leeching,  Ipecacuanha, 
and  Sinnapisms,  he  tried  a  camphorated  blister,  applied  to  the  neck 
and  anterior  superior  portion  of  the  chest.  The  symptoms  in  these 
cases  seemed  to  be  amended  from  the  moment  in  which  the  vesication 
commenced.    In  all  the  cases  emetics  were  administered. 


Jobert  (de  Lamballe,)  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  has  read  an  interesting 
paper  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences  (Institute),  upon  "Foreign 
bodies  iu  the  articulation  in  general,"  and  of  "Foreign  bodies  in  the  knee 
in  particular."  The  resume  of  this  paper,  although  concise,  occupies 
too  much  space  to  be  given  here. 

There  being  a  vacancy  in  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  the  section 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Claude  Bernard,  Jobert  (de  Lamballe),  and 
Maisoneuve  have  declared  themselves  candidates  for  it. 


Infusion  of  Hyssop,  

White  Oxyd  of  Antimony, 
Syrup  Digitalis,  


gram.  100.00 


2.00 
15.00 
15.00 


Diacodium, 


Pii,i  s  of  lodid  of  Iron  are  much  used  and  recommended  by  the 
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profession  in  Paris  at  this  time.  As  this  preparation  undergoes  rapid 
change  by  exposure  to  air,  Blancard  has  made  and  presented  a  for- 
mula to  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  His  method  is  to  roll  the  fresh 
pills  in  the  powder  of  Iron,  in  order  to  hinder  their  oxydation  while 
being  prepared ;  they  are  then  varnished  with  an  ethereal  solution  of 
Balsam  Tolu,  previously  deprived  of  its  benzoic  acid  by  digestion  iu 
water. 


The  Academy  of  Medicine  have  been  and  are  at  present  engaged 
discussing  the  merits  of  the  Uterine  Redresser.  Velpeau,  Malgaigne, 
Dubois,  Valleix,  Depaul,  Chegoin,  and  others  have  taken  active  parts 
in  the  discussion. 


Homoeopathic  Discoveries. 

To  tue  Editor  ok  the  Medical  Gazette: 

A  short  time  since  we  took  up  a  book  that  was  lying  on  the  table 
of  a  friend,  aud  found  it  to  be  Herring's  Domestic  Physician,  and 
knowing  the  author  to  be  in  good  repute  among  the  disciples  of  Ho- 
moeopathy, we  had  the  curiosity  to  look  into  it  a  little,  and  soon  found 
that  it  abounded  with  discoveries.  On  page  494  is  the  following,  which, 
from  its  immense  practical  importance,  we  think  may  properly  be  set 
down  as 

Discovery  No.  1. 

"  Lachesis  Trigonocephalus,  Lance-Headed  Viper,  Antidotes,  Ar- 
senic, Belladonna,  <&c.,"  is  a  specific  cure  for  the  following  diseases, 
viz.:  "Jealousy,  mania  a  potre,  hydrophobia,  contused  wounds,  ef- 
fects of  mercury,  effects  of  acids,  foreign  substances  in  the  stomach, 
inflammation  of  the  skin,  weak  memory,  running  of  the  ears,  croup, 
dyspepsia,  worms,  quinsy,  glossitis,  hepatitis,  (acute  and  chronic,)  bron- 
chitis, phrenitis,  consumption,  constipation,  affections  of  the  penis,  tar- 
dy menstruation,  erysipelas,  ozcena,  jaundice,  cold,  whitlow,  hardness 
of  hearing,  ulcers,  hernia,  hysteria,  varicose  veins,  scarlet  fever,  itch, 
fever  and  ague,  cessation  of  the  menses,  carbuncle,  tetanus,  rheuma- 
tism, dropsy,  apparent  death  from  drowning,  apoplexy."  This  we 
think  all  will  admit  to  be  a  formidable,  catalogue,  and  if  the  British 
Parliament  bestowed  upon  .Tenner  .£'20,000  for  the  discovery  of  a 
remedy  for  one  disease,  how  many  should  be  granted  to  the  discov- 


342 


THE  NEW-YORK 


erer  of  the  magical  powers  of  the  Lance-Headed  Viper,  that  cures  80 
long  a  catalogue,  including  tetanus  and  hydrophobia? 

Discovery  No.  2. 

"  The  best  remedy  for  '  Apparent  death  from  lightning,'  is  to  place 
the  patient  in  a  half-sitting,  half-recumbent  posture,  with  the  face 
turned  towards  the  sun,  and  to  cover  him  entirely  (except  the  face)  wilk 
newly  dug  earth,  until  there  are  signs  of  returning  animation,  when 
nux  vomica  should  be  given." — Page  480. 

The  author  of  another  "  Homoeopathic  Practice,"  recently  published 
iu  New  York,  has  announced  to  the  world  what  we  will  call 
Discovery  No.  3. 

This  is  a  specific  cure  for  small  pox,  and  in  his  scientific  nomencla- 
ture is  denominated  "  Varioline,"  and  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
small  pox  matter  rubbed  up  with  sugar  of  milk.  Matter  from  their  own 
pustules,  we  are  informed,  is  the  best  remedy  for  those  who  are  af- 
fected with  small  pox.  This  new  article  of  the  Homoeopathic  Mate- 
ria Medica,  "  Varioline,"  the  discoverer  advertises  in  one  of  his  pub- 
lications as  for  sale  by  himself. 

The  preceding  discovery  is  a  little  ahead  of  "  Similia,"  as  a  new 
"general  principle"  or  law  of  cure  is  evolved,  which  we  will  take  the 
liberty  to  christen  "  Eadem  Idibus  Curantur,"  and  in  fact  is  identical 
with  that  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  that  ancient  and  famous  recipe, 
"  The  hair  of  the  same  dog  will  cure  his  bite." 

But  the  most  curious  discovery  we  have  reserved  for  the  last.  It 
was  first  announced  to  the  Savans  of  the  Homoeopathic  Academy  of 
Medicine  at  Albany,  in  the  Annual  Address  by  F.  Vanderbergh,  M. 
D.,  and  by  them  ordered  to  be  published  to  the  world.  This  is  a  dis- 
covery in  Homoeopathic  mathematics,  and  will  probably  be  too  pro- 
found for  most  of  your  readers. 

Discovery  No.  4. 

"  If  we  set  down  the  numbers  1,  2  and  3  in  their  order  of  succes- 
sion, we  shall  see  that  2  is  a  compound  of  1  and  3,  decreasing  by  de- 
grees toward  the  number  1,  and  increasing  by  degrees  toward  the 
number  3.  It  has  no  mathematical  point,  no  centre,  no  sides,  no  be- 
ginning, no  end.  Its  very  parts  are  degrees,  and  its  degrees  are  devi- 
ations from  1  and  3 ;  the  degrees  themselves  being  the  difference,  the 
difference  is  always  changing,  and  it  loses  its  identity  in  the  numbers 
1  and  3.    So  that  the  number  2,  simple  and  prominent  as  it  at  first 
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appears  to  be,  forms  not  only  an  aggregate  of  the  numbers  1  and  3, 
but  forms  equally  with  them  parts  of  the  remotest  calculations  in 
algebra;  and  thus  the  law  of  numbers,  in  common  with  the  combining 
proportions  of  matter,  is  co-equal,  unbroken,  and  eternal." 

The  reason  why  no  stir  has  been  made  in  the  learned  world  by  the 
above  revelation,  doubtless  is,  that  it  is  so  far  above  the  comprehen- 
sion of  the  most  learned  of  the  learned,  that  they  can  discover  in  it 
no  meaning  at  all.  Fortunately,  however,  for  the  author,  a  true  phi- 
losopher is  not  affected  by  the  neglect  or  contempt  even  of  the  learned, 
but  will  complacently 

"  Trust  future  ages,  and  contented  die." 

July  7  th,  1854.  D.  D. 


AIDING  QUACKS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

A  custom  prevails  at  present  in  the  city  and  elsewhere,  by  means  of 
which  medical  pretenders  are  often  aided  in  their  efforts  to  get  their 
catchpenny  publications  favorably  before  the  public.  Their  cunning 
and  stratagem  are  proverbial.  We  allude  to  the  practice  of  editors 
of  newspapers  and  magazines,  who  are  not  medical  men,  reviewing  or 
favorably  noticing  medical  books,  merely  because  the  author  or  com- 
piler has  sent  them  a  copy;  and  upon  the  merits  of  which  they  will 
not  contend  that  they  are  qualified  to  decide.  They  ought  not,  it 
strikes  us,  thus  gratuitously  to  advertise  and  lend  their  aid  to  bring 
favorably  before  the  public  a  book  that  may  be  worthless,  or  of  per- 
nicious tendency.  That  they  often  do  this  is  certain,  for  the  mere 
notice,  editorially,  of  a  book  in  a  leading  newspaper  or  magazine,  even 
if  no  decided  opinion  is  expressed  of  its  merits,  gives  it  some  character; 
for  a  majority  of  their  readers,  doubtless,  take  it  for  granted  that  any 
book  thus  noticed  must,  at  least,  be  respectable,  unless  pointedly  con- 
demned. They  ought,  therefore,  under  their  "  Notices  of  Books,"  to 
either  altogether  omit  medical  books,  or  barely  announce  their  names 
or  titles.  It  is  plain  that  they  should  not  express  a  favorable  opinion 
of  any  medical  work  unless  it  had  been  carefully  examined  by  some 
one  in  whose  ability  to  judge  of  its  merits  they  have  perfect  confidence. 
Any  editor  who,  for  money,  or  any  other  reason,  will  insert  a  lauda- 
tory notice  of  any  book  with  the  contents  of  which  he  is  ignorant,  is 
not  an  honest  man;  and  if  it  should  prove  to  be  of  bad  tendency,  he 
becomes  "  partaker  of  the  crime"  with  the  author  or  compiler. 
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The  following-  is  a  case  ia  point.  A  book  was  published  recently  in 
the  city  upon  the  Homoeopathic  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  author  of 
which  is  a  recent  pretended  convert  to  that  system, — a  great  humbug, 
well  known  to  us,  and  neither  a  literary  or  scientific  man.  He  has 
succeeded,  however,  in  compiling  a  book;  and  from  this  fact  some, 
perhaps,  may  infer  that  he  is  both.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  by 
this  adventurer  to  get  his  book  noticed  in  all  the  leading  newspapers 
and  magazines,  and  some  of  them  knowing,  of  course,  nothing  of  the 
matter,  have  spoken  of  it  in  quite  complimentary  terms.  The  editor 
of  Putnam's  Magazine,  in  his  notice  of  it,  disclaims  being  qualified  to 
decide  upon  its  merits,  but  says,  "its  author  has  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing a  man  of  intelligence  and  ability,"  which,  if  true,  proves  that  in 
the  city  of  New  York  a  man  may  succeed  in  gaining  a  reputation  to 
which  he  has  no  just  claim.  That  this  is  so  any  one  may  be  convinced 
if  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  a  little  book  or  pamphlet  by  the 
same  man,  entitled  "  A  brief  Treatise  on  the  Pathology  and  Cure  of 
Consumption,"  which  is  a  literary,  or  rather,  an  anti-literary  curiosity. 

Those  of  the  public  who  are  unsuspicious-  of  ihe  trickery  of  quacks, 
may  be  led  to  suppose,  from  the  imposing  array  of  M.  Ds.  who  certify 
to  the  value  of  the  work  above  mentioned,  that  it  is  indeed  a  work  of 
some  consequence.  They  would,  however,  come  to  a  different  con- 
clusion, I  presume,  if  they  knew,  which  is  the  fact,  that  one  of  them 
is  his  partner,  another  is  his  brother-in-law,  two  were  his  former  stu- 
dents, and  another  a  man  who  broke  down  in  the  regular  profession, 
and  now,  as  a  matter  of  course,  is  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  globulists. 

Z. 


Selections. 

"Old  Physic  and  Young  Pharmacy,"  or  "  a  few  words  with  the 

Apothecary." 

The  following  remarks,  under  the  above  caption,  in  the  May  num- 
ber of  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter,  are  from  the  pen  of  the 
associate  Editor: 

"  The  noise  and  show  of  quackery,  in  these  days  of  patent  Elixirs 
and  Cure-alls,  seem  to  have  ensnared  our  friends  of  the  mortar — and 
we  have  a  few  words  for  them.  We  hope  they  will  take  our  counsel 
kindly,  for  though  our  prescription  may  be  difficult  to  compound,  and 
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still  more  difficult  to  take,  we  feel  assured  that  it  is  a  good  one.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  assert  that  physicians  themselves  are  just  what  they 
ought  to  be;  but  still  we  believe  they  generally  observe  a  proper  eti- 
quette towards  their  brethren  of  Pharmacy.  Let  us  examine  our 
mutual  relation  for  a  few  moments. 

"  Apothecaries  want  to  sell  quack  medicines.  Doctors  say  it  is  a 
breach  of  fidelity,  and  an  injury  to  society.  Early  in  the  history  of 
medicine  in  this  country,  the  Doctor's  shop  was  the  great  central  point, 
where  medicine  was  prescribed  and  procured.  It  was  not  the  fashion 
then  to  write  prescriptions,  but  to  prepare  the  medicine,  and  adminis- 
ter it  to  the  patient;  but  as  the  sun  broke  out  from  its  early  dawn, 
and  began  to  rise  higher  and  higher,  shedding  light  upon  the  advanc- 
ing world  of  mind,  the  doctor  began  to  think  that  there  were  two 
reasons  why  he  should  confer  upon  others  the  office  of  preparing  med- 
icine, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it.  Chemistry  whispered  to 
him,  in  his  musings,  that  she  had  been  silently  busy  in  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  in  the  waters  of  the  great  deep,  and  had  discovered 
sonic  wonderful  things.  He  gave  his  assent,  and  bid  her  bring 
them  out.  She  had  a  strong  brother — Pharmacy  by  name — who 
came  to  his  other  ear,  and  whispered  strange  and  very  doubtful  truths 
about  extracts,  confections  and  various  novelties,  before  untold  aud 
unknown.  To  this,  Old  Physic  gave  his  nod  of  assent,  '  evacuated 
the  principalities'  demanded  of  him,  in  a  far  more  amiable  mood  than 
is  exhibited  by  the  Czar  of  Russia,  and  yielded  the  territory  to  the 
young  conqueror  quietly,  both  agreeing  to  aid  each  other  in  the  great 
work  of  healing.  In  good  faith  both  go  on.  Year  rolls  up  against 
year;  and  as  the  steep  of  time  becomes  more  and  more  rugged,  they 
yet  hold  together,  and  in  mature,  vigorous  manhood,  are  accomplish- 
ing more — far  more  than  they  could  have  anticipated,  when  the  inter- 
vening quack,  without  a  crown  of  royalty  to  deck  his  brow,  or  a  star 
of  republicanism  to  enlighten  his  path,  but  with  the  iron  step  of  a 
haughty  usurper,  comes  in  to  sever  the  bond  that  had  united  the  old 
man  with  his  adopted  child.  Now,  what  is  the  issue  ?  The  child, 
fired  with  the  spirit  of  '  Young  America,'  instead  of  holding  on  in 
good  faith  to  good  old  custom,  attaches  himself  to  the  train  of  the 
usurper,  and  begins  to  shout  with  the  multitude  that  follow  in  his  dusty 
train.  Quack  medicines  must  be  sold,  and  I  will  sell  them.  They 
must  be  sold,  because  they  will  be  bought,  and  I  will  have  the  buyers. 
This  is  the  logic — it  is  the  logic  of  the  day — and  young  Pharmacy 
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dresses  himself  up  in  gold  and  glitter,  shows  himself  at  the  corners  of 
the  streets  in  significant  characters,  his  pockets,  '  drawers'  and  all, 
stored  with  the  spoils  of  the  aggressor,  and  offers  them  to  the  passing 
crowd. 

"  He  has  left  his  first  estate.  He  has  become  a  caterer  to  a  morbid 
moral  taste — a  taste  for  the  unreal.  He  must  live — this  is  the  rea- 
son. He  is  not  the  author  of  the  morbid  desire  for  quackery.  But, 
to  accommodate  the  public,  he  will  supply  the  demand  created  by  it, 
as  the  jeweller  supplies  useless  trifles  and  trinkets,  which  are  equally  the 
creatures  of  an  idle  and  corrupt  taste.  But  where  is  Old  Physic 
now?  He  is  still  in  the  line  of  his  duty.  He  has  kept  to  his  con- 
tract. He  does  not  sell  even  the  medicine  he  has  prescribed.  Not 
because  he  cannot,  but  because  he  has  said,  bona  fide,  he  would  not. 
He  sends  his  prescription  to  the  apothecary,  who  furnishes  the  medi- 
cine '  carefully  compounded,'  and  neatly  put  up,  for  a  consideration. 
All  right.  Is  there  no  reciprocal  consideration  due  the  physician  un- 
der these  circumstances?  Young  Pharmacy  opines  not,  if  its  return 
is  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  money  getting,  not  bearing  in  mind 
that  the  physician  has  forfeited  all  claim  to  this  end,  by  refusing  to 
dispense  the  medicine  himself.  Pharmacy  is  the  child  of  Physic.  It 
is  so  in  a  two-fold  sense,  first  by  age,  and  second  by  patronage. 
The  business  of  prescribing  belongs  to  the  parent,  and  that  of  com- 
pounding to  the  child. 

"A  physician  is  in  attendance  upon  a  patient.  He  does  not  recov- 
er as  rapidly  as  either  party  could  desire.  But  such  is  the  nature  of 
the  case.  Perhaps  it  is  phthisis,  from  which  he  cannot  recover.  He 
wants  to  try  Jayne's,  or  Swain's,  or  somebody's  expectorant.  The 
doctor  objects.  The  patient  sends  to  the  apothecary  to  know  what 
is  good  for  consumption.  He  is  shown  a  bottle,  on  which  is  labelled 
what  the  manufacturer,  and  vender,  and  consumer  all  know  to  be  a 
falsity — an  infallible  cure  for  an  incurable  malady.  A  dollar  pays  for 
it,  and  it  is  purchased.  The  patient  is  wronged  out  of  his  dollar,  and 
the  apothecary  keeps  his  share,  while  the  judgment  of  the  physician 
is  set  at  defiance.  But  all  is  forgotten  when  the  poor  sufferer  dies, 
except  the  maxim,  which  it  behooves  all  to  remember — that  the  way 
of  trade  is,  in  many  instances,  the  way  of  death.  This  is  one  diffi- 
culty. Here  is  another.  Undue  confidence  is  imparted  to  the  man- 
ufacturer of  quack  medicine  Those  who  sell  indirectly  sanction  the 
whole  system  of  quackery,  and  sustain  a  patented  pharmacy,  in  oppo- 
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sition  to  their  own  recognized  system.  The  physician  is  responsible 
for  his  prescription,  it  being  certified  by  signature  and  date.  If  it 
does  harm,  he  is  accountable.  The  apothecary,  by  selling  a  secret 
medicine  promising  to  cure,  shares  in  the  responsibility  if  a  cure  is 
not  effected. 

"  Take,  for  example,  '  worm  medicine.'  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  if 
a  child  is  a  little  unwell,  the  careful  mother  and  knowing  nurse  almost 
invariably  diagnosticate  worms.  It  picks  its  nose,  loses  its  appetite 
perhaps;  and  a  variety  of  other  symptoms  present  themselves,  till,  (it 
being  a  simple  case,  not  requiring  the  advice  of  a  physician,)  the 
apothecary  is  consulted,  and  Hobensack,  or  Fahnestock,  or  some  other 
representative  of  the  school  of  patented  pharmacy,  is  offered  in  the 
form  of  a  vermifuge,  which  will  eject  the  worms,  if  there  are  any, 
either  whole  or  in  pieces,  and  if  not,  protect  the  system  against  them. 
The  medicine  is  purchased  and  administered.  The  bowels  are  actively 
purged,  and  violent  disease  is  induced.  Who  is  responsible?  We 
will  not  answer.  This  is  no  picture.  It  is  a  living  fad.  We  know 
that  a  large  number  of  cases  of  sickness  in  children,  to  which  the 
physician  is  called,  particularly  in  the  country,  unless  it  be  some  sud- 
den illness,  have  been  previously  treated  by  the  family  for  worms; 
and  we  are  satisfied  from  no  very  limited  experience,  that  these  '  worm 
medicines,'  compounded  by  the  covetous,  patented  by  the  ignorant, 
sold  with  promises,  and  used  by  the  over-credulous,  are  often  the  cause 
of  serious  mischief.  Such  mischief,  under  the  treatment  of  a  physi- 
cian, would  subject  him  to  a  charge  of  mal-practice.  But  as  it  is 
done  by  a  counterfeit,  with  the  noise  of  '  sounding  brass  and  tinkling 
cymbal,'  the  perpetrator  escapes  unwhipt  of  justice. 

"  We  know  right  well  that  should  the  profession  of  medicine  return 
to  the  '  doctor  shop'  of  olden  time,  our  pharmaceutical  brethren  would 
feel  like  bringing  their  cantharides  to  bite  at  our  wandering  feet,  and 
perhaps  with  justice.  May  we  not  say  to  them,  that  they  perhaps 
need  a  gentle  sedative,  a  cooling  draught;— mixed,  it  may  be,  with  a 
moderate  aperient,  to  carry  oft'  unwholesome  deposits,  that  have  al- 
ready defiled  the  body  social ! 

"  Take  our  prescription,  and  we  think  it  will  do  you  good.  Your 
science  is  a  noble  one — and  it  is  distinct.  But  so  far  as  practical 
pharmacodynamic  is  concerned,  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  physician, 
and  he  will  do  you  all  the  honor  you  may  claim  at  his  hands." 

There  is  some  good  advice  in  "  Old  Physic's"  remarks,  and  as  it  is 
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given  in  a  friendly  spirit,  wc  hope  the  brethren  will  profit  by  it;  as 
regards  "Old  Physic's"  opinion  of  his  own  profession,  we  have  a  few 
words  to  say,  lest  it  should  be  thought  that  we  consider  it  free  from 
fault  in  the  matter  discussed.  He  takes  the  ground  that  "he  does 
not  sell  even  the  medicine  he  has  prescribed,"  but  has  handed  it  over 
to  the  apothecary,  who  acts  ungratefully  toward  him  in  not  wholly 
abstaining  from  prescribing  at  the  counter  and  from  selling  quackery. 
It  would  be  well  to  call  his  attention  to  the  fact,  (Proc.  Amer.  Pharm. 
Assoc.,  1S5;J)  that  of  214  retail  druggists  in  Philadelphia,  51,  or  one- 
fifth,  are  kept  by  practicing  physicians;  as  they  enter  into  com- 
petition with  regular  apothecaries,  the  latter,  to  compete,  too  often 
are  induced  to  prescribe  to  retain  their  business.  Add  to  this  the 
immense  amount  of  medicines  dispensed  by  physicians  in  the  rural 
districts,  where  apothecaries  do  not  exist,  and  in  villages  and  small 
towns  where  they  do,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  "  Old  Physic," 
however  kindly  he  may  feel  towards  his  offspring,  has  not  yet  become 
willing  to  trust  him  with  the  sole  management  and  income  of  his 
pharmaceutical  estate. — Amer.  Jour,  of  Pharmacy. 


[Dr.  James  Hall,  of  Baltimore,  is  the  author  of  the  follow- 
ing article,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting.    Read  it.] 

(From  the  Maryland  Colonization  Journal.) 

MALARIA— MIASMA— or  the  Cause  of  the  African  Fever. 

Our  attention  has  been  more  immediately  called  to  this  subject  by 
an  article  in  "  Dickens'  Household  Words,"  entitled,  "  Malaria,  what 
it  is,  and  what  it  does,"  which  we  have  copied  below. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  enter  into  a  professional  or  scientific  disqui- 
sition of  the  subject,  or  to  hunt  up  testimony  and  quote  authorities,  or 
even  to  gather  facts.  We  merely  wish  to  declare  our  own  individual 
opinion  as  to  what  this  remarkable  agent  or  cause  of  Fever  actually 
is,  viz. :  Animalculce.  This  opinion,  we  are  aware,  is  by  no  means 
new,  and  we  do  not  propose  to  advance  any  new  ideas  or  theory  upon 
the  subject;  we  wish  merely  to  cast  our  vote  in  its  favor.  We  do  not 
profess  to  be  well  posted  in  the  data  and  arguments,  pro  and  con;  but 
we  know  of  none  that  conclusively  prove  the  negative  of  our  posi- 
tion, while  many  very  strongly  confirm  it,  in  fact,  disprove  any  other 
theory.    We  shall  refer  to  no  facts  bearing  upon  the  case,  except 
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such  as  have  passed  under  our  own  personal  observation  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  in  Liberia;  and  be  it  understood,  we  state  facts  which  arc 
facts,  and  admit  not  of  question. 

All  persons  landing  in  Liberia,  and  remaining  on  shore  night  and 
day,  are  subject  to  a  peculiar  disease,  to  which  has  been  given  the 
name  of  "  African  Coast  Fever,"  or  acclimating  fever.  In  its  most 
severe  forms,  it  may  be  considered  a  continued  fever — when  of  a  milder 
type,  a  remittent — and  when  still  milder,  an  intermittent  fever.  None 
are  attacked  within  ten  days  after  landing,  very  few  under  fourteen, 
a  large  majority  before  the  twenty-fifth,  and  none  but  rare  exceptions 
to  a  sweeping  general  rule  escape  two  months — I  am  sure  not  one  in 
the  hundred.  It  affects  individuals  with  very  different  degrees  of 
severity,  the  causes  of  which  are  entirely  inexplicable,  depending 
on  no  peculiarity  of  constitution,  habits,  diet,  or  other  known  cause, 
except  it  be  a  greater  or  less  susceptibility  to  this  cause  of  disease,  or 
to  become  diseased  from  imbibing  this  cause,  whatever  it  may  be. 
All  animals  not  indigenous,  as  well  as  human  beings,  seemed  to  suf- 
fer from  it.  No  antidote  or  prophylactic  measures  have  yet  succeeded 
in  warding  it  off.  It  affects  alike  those  from  the  West  India  Islands 
and  other  parts  of  the  tropical  world — the  American  and  the  Euro- 
pean, from  any  and  every  nation  and  province.  Whatever  the  cause 
may  be,  it  operates  as  a  poison  or  agent  of  disease  in  all  living  sys- 
tems unaccustomed  to  its  action,  and  only  fails  to  reproduce  modified 
forms  of  the  same  disease  when  the  system  is  no  longer  susceptible  to 
its  action,  as  is  the  case  with  tobacco  and  other  poisons,  to  the  use 
of  which  we  become  habituated  either  from  necessity  or  choice.  It 
acts  with  nearly  the  same  virulence  in  all  localities  on  high  land  and 
low,  immediately  on  the  borders  of  marshy  rivers,  and  on  the  dry  sand 
beach  within  a  few  feet  of  the  surf,  and  attacks  at  nearly  the  same 
periods,  in  the  dry  or  rainy  season.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  cause, 
it  acts  only  in  the  night  season  and  on  shore,  never  during  the  day 
time.  Instances,  almost  without  number,  have  occurred,  where  for- 
eigners have  slept  on  board  of  vessels,  and  even  in  open  boats  for 
weeks,  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  shore,  at  the  mouths  of 
sluggish  rivers,  with  a  strong  land  breeze  blowing  directly  over  them, 
and  yet  never  did  any  imbibe  this  peculiar  cause  of  fever.  Many  of 
these  individuals  in  the  mean  time  have  spent  almost  the  whole  of 
every  day  on  shore,  travelling  in  the  interior,  or  ascending  rivers  bor- 
dered by  Mangrove,  surrounded  by  acres  of  black  mud,  exposed 
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to  the  broiling  sun,  and  still  remain  unaffected  by  this  poison.  While, 
on  the  other  hand,  scarcely  an  instance  can  be  cited  in  which  a 
foreigner  has  remained  on  shore  over-night  without  an  attack;  no 
matter  under  what  circumstances,  awake  or  asleep,  in  closely  built 
houses  or  in  the  open  air,  on  high  land  or  low,  in  the  marshes  or  on 
the  sea  beach. 

It  follows,  then,  that  this  poison  either  will  not  operate  upon  the 
animal  system  in  the  day  light,  or  that  it  is  not  present  or  diffused  in 
the  air  during  the  day  time.  That  a  poison  so  active  should  be  ren- 
dered innocuous  by  the  solar  light,  or  that  the  physical  system  should 
be,  from  the  same  cause,  rendered  invulnerable  to  its  action,  is  un- 
philosophical  and  absurd.  We  can  only  conclude  that  the  poison  is 
not  existent  in  the  air  during  the  day.  If  not  in  the  air,  it  must  be 
in  or  upon  the  earth ;  whence  it  rises  in  the  night,  and  becomes  either 
diffused  in,  or  chemically  combined  with  the  air.  Now,  which  of  these 
two,  is  of  no  little  importance  to  the  question.  We  cannot  suppose 
it  chemically  combined,  or  that  a  chemical  synthesis  of  so  peculiar 
and  powerful  an  agent,  so  uniform  and  universal  in  its  action,  should 
diurnally  take  place,  and  then  again  daily  suffer  decomposition  or 
dissolution — and  this  perpetually,  in  all  seasons  and  under  all  circum- 
stances. Neither  the  composition  or  dissolution  could  be  supposed  to 
be  so  perfect  as  to  account  for  the  results  above  stated.  The  poison 
is  no  doubt  suspended  or  diffused  in  the  atmosphere,  and  the  question 
becomes  narrowed  down  as  to  its  being  an  inanimate  subtle  fluid,  an 
aroma,  or  animalculae.  The  well-known  laws  which  govern  animate 
and  inanimate  matter  should  settle  this  question.  We  cannot  sup- 
pose that  any  substance  not  possessed  of  organic  life,  the  power  of 
locomotion  and  of  strong  resistance  to  motive  forces  and  chemical 
agents,  should,  under  all  circumstances,  act  and  operate  as  the  agent 
in  question  is  proved  to.  It  would  be  affected  by  the  tornadoes 
which  sweep  across  the  country  at  certain  seasons,  by  the  dry,  cold 
Harmattan  winds  which  blow  uninterruptedly  for  days  together,  by 
the  continued  rains  which  pour  down  uninterruptedly  for  nights  and 
days  at  different  periods  from  April  to  October,  by  the  strong  sea 
breeze  which  blows  dead  on  shore  during  the  rainy  season,  often 
from  twenty  to  thirty  days  in  succession.  Some  one  or  all  of  these 
causes  would  operate,  for  a  time  at  least,  to  remove  or  destroy  an 
inorganic,  inert  poison  generated  ever  so  plentifully  in  any  climate. 
It  is  but  reasonable  too  to  suppose  that  some  other  tropical  land 
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would,  at  certain  seasons  or  periods,  produce  the  same  chemical  com- 
bination, or  a  poison  analogous  to  the  one  in  question,  capable  of 
inducing  the  same  disease;  but  in  either  case,  not  so.  On  the  suppo- 
sition that  Animalculae  are  the  cause  of  this  peculiar  disease,  we  see 
no  difficulty  in  accounting  for  all  the  phenomena  attending  it.  All 
animals,  from  man  to  the  very  lowest  species,  are  influenced  by  the 
solar  light.  The  night  and  day  seem  made  for  the  animal  world,  or 
the  animal  world  has  become  influenced  by  and  adapted  to  this  great, 
first,  universal  division  of  time.  The  larger  part,  and  generally  the 
superior  order  of  animals,  are  active  during  the  day  time  and  quies- 
cent in  the  night;  while  with  many  it  is  quite  the  reverse — especially 
with  animals  of  prey  and  various  insect  tribes,  particularly  those  whose 
habits  are  injurious  to  man.  In  a  climate  like  that  of  Africa,  where 
everything  teems  with  life,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  the  air,  in 
the  night  time,  to  be  filled  with  a  variety  of  animalculae,  invisible  to 
the  eye,  and  of  the  existence  of  which  none  of  our  senses  can  be  cog- 
nizant; that  the  inhaling  of  some  one  species  of  these  is  productive 
of  the  disease  in  question.  They  no  doubt  rise  at  night,  in  clouds, 
pervading  the  whole  atmosphere,  and  settle  at  the  approach  of  day, 
or  perhaps  at  an  earlier  period.  On  this  supposition  all  the  phe- 
nomena or  facts  in  regard  to  the  attacks  of  the  African  coast  fever  are 
readily  accounted  for.  Any  unacclimated  person,  sleeping  or  remain- 
ing on  shore  in  the  night  season,  would  necessarily  be  exposed  to 
their  influence,  and  none  of  the  causes  which  might  be  supposed  to 
clear  the  atmosphere  from  inert  Miasma  or  Malaria,  would  operate 
upon  this  living,  self-moving  mass  of  insectae.  The  facts  in  regard  to 
the  non-afl*ection  of  persons  but  a  few  hundred  yards  from  shore,  are 
still  more  strongly  confirmatory  of  the  theory  of  aninialcukc.  Were 
the  cause  of  this  fever  a  chemical  compound,  an  aroma  or  any  inert 
substance,  combined  with,  or  suspended  in  the  atmosphere,  how  can 
we  account  for  its  not  producing  the  disease  when  unacclimated  sub- 
jects are  sleeping  in  an  open  boat,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
shore,  near  the  mouths  of  rivers  and  marshy  creeks,  with  a  strong 
land  breeze,  impregnated  with  fetid  odors,  blowing  directly  over 
them  for  hours  together  ?  Or  how  could  we  account  for  its  affecting 
a  person  who  remains  on  shore  but  a  single  night,  on  a  sand  beach, 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  surf,  or  on  a  high  bluff  or  rocky  cape  over- 
hanging the  sea;  a  strong  sea  breeze  blowing  the  whole  time,  not 
permitting  the  slightest  odor  of  lnnd  on  vegetation  ?    In  either  case 
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it  could  not  be — yet  such  are  the  facts.  On  the  theory  of  animalcu- 
lae  there  is  no  inconsistency  at  all.  They  doubtless  possess  the  power 
of  locomotion,  like  the  myriads  of  midges  and  sand  flies  which  we 
see  in  the  oblique  rays  of  a  setting  sun,  moving  in  clouds  and  columns 
whither  they  seem  inclined.  It  may  be  alleged,  that  the  strong  winds 
blowing  at  certain  seasons  would  sweep  insects  from  the  coast,  and 
thereby  impregnate  those  near  the  shore.  This  is  mere  conjecture; 
but  were  there  evidence  of  it,  we  might  naturally  suppose  that  the 
instinct  common  to  all  animals  would  cause  them  to  settle  to  the  earth 
in  case  of  danger  from  such  a  source;  the  wind  could  not  prevent 
their  acting  upon  subjects  lying  on  the  ground  or  in  houses,  tents  or 
hovels,  screened  from  the  action  of  the  wind.  But  it  is  not  our  pur- 
pose further  to  discuss  the  subject;  we  merely  proposed  to  state  a 
few  facts,  and  the  convictions  they  have  wrought  in  us,  thinking  that 
they  may  possibly  be  useful  to  those  able  and  disposed  fully  to  inves- 
tigate the  subject.  We  will  again  remark,  that  the  facts  or  phenom- 
ena attendant  upon  this  disease,  so  far  as  above  referred  to,  have 
again  and  again  come  under  our  own  personal  observation  during 
many  years  residence  in  Liberia,  and  are  in  accordance  with  the 
opinions  of  all  residents  of  that  part  of  the  Coast.  Our  statements 
refer  specially  to  the  limits  and  immediate  vicinity  of  Liberia,  being 
well  aware  that  they  do  not  entirely  accord  with  the  phenomena  of 
the  disease  on  other  parts  of  the  Coast.  In  Sierra  Leone,  for  in- 
stance, during  a  dry  season  foreigners  escape  an  attack  of  this  fever 
for  months,  while  in  the  rains  the  disease  is  far  more  severe  than  in 
Liberia  at  any  season.  We  believe  the  case  is  somewhat  similar  in 
the  leeward  settlements  on  the  Gold  Coast.  But  these  facts,  so  far 
as  known  to  us,  do  not  materially  affect  our  theory.  The  late  discov- 
eries of  the  microscope,  so  important  in  philosophical  investigations, 
will  render  the  idea  of  animalculse  as  a  cause  of  disease  less  remark- 
able and  more  easy  of  acceptation,  than  when  we  first  became  con- 
vinced of  it,  over  twenty  years  since.  We  annex  the  article  which 
induced  us  to  speak  of  the  subject  at  this  time,  and  the  reader  will 
readily  perceive  that  the  facts  therein  contained  seem  materially  to 
confirm  the  theory  of  animalcula;. 

Malaria — what  it  is,  and  what  it  does. — Represent  heat  by  fire, 
and  it  may  be  said  that  all  four  elements — we  mean  the  old-fashioned 
four — must  unite  in  the  production  of  malaria.  There  must  be  fire, 
air,  water,  and  earth  also.    If  earth  were  not  essential,  then  malaria 
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could  board  oar  ships  at  sea  between  the  tropics.  Bat  she  does 
nothing  of  the  kind  j  she  only  boards  them  when  they  touch  at  any  of 
her  coasts. 

But  has  she  nothing  vegetable  in  her  ancestry?  Where  there  is 
earth  subject  to  much  heat  and  much  moisture,  we  usually  find  rank 
vegetation,  and  much  vegetable  decay.  Therefore,  it  has  from  the 
first  been  said,  and  is  now  very  generally  said,  that  decay  of  vegetable 
matter  is  essential  to  the  formiug  of  malaria.  There  is  no  ague 
formed  among  the  rotten  cabbage  leaves  of  Covent  Garden,  or  of  Cos- 
termongers'  yard  in  London.  That  is  a  small  fact.  Dr.  Wm.  Ferguson 
has  brought  together  more  decisive  proof  that  malaria  may  exist  where 
there  is  not  only  no  decaying  vegetable  matter,  but  no  vegetation. 

In  August,  1794,  after  a  very  hot  and  dry  summer,  the  English 
Army  in  Holland  encamped  at  Rosendal  and  Oosterhout.  The  soil 
in  Rosendal,  the  valley  of  roses,  was  a  level  plain  of  dry  sand,  where 
there  was  no  vegetation.  It  was  the  same  at  Oosterhout.  To  within 
a  few  inches  of  the  surface,  this  sand  was  percolated  with  water  of 
good  quality;  that  is  to  say,  fit  to  drink,  and  not  all  putrid.  Upon 
this  ground  malaria  produced  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers  in 
abundance.  It  was  after  a  dry  hot  summer  that  the  British  Army 
in  Walcheren,  over  a  soil  of  the  same  kind,  a  fine  white  sand,  about  a 
third  part  clay,  suffered  under  the  violence  of  malaria  pains  never  to 
be  forgotten,  and  "almost  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  warfare." 

In  1809,  several  regiments  in  Spain  encamped  in  a  half-dried  ravine 
that  had  been  lately  the  stony  bed  of  a  water-course.  It  contained 
neither  vegetation  nor  mud.  The  pools  of  water  standing  in  the  rock 
were  so  clear  that  the  soldiers  eagerly  encamped  about  them.  The 
place  proved  pestiferous  as  any  fen.  Several  of  the  men  were  seized 
with  violent  remittent  fever  before  they  could  move  from  the  bivouac 
next  morning. 

After  the  battle  of  Talavera,  the  army  retreated  along  the  course 
of  the  Guadiaua.  The  country  was  so  dry  for  the  want  of  rain,  that 
the  river  course  was  no  more  than  a  line  of  detached  pools.  The 
troops  along  this  tract  "  suffered,"  says  Dr.  Ferguson,  "  from  remit- 
tent fevers  of  such  destructive  malignity,  that  the  enemy,  and  all  Eu- 
rope, believed  that  the  British  host  was  extirpated." 

The  River  Tagus  at  Lisbon,  about  two  miles  broad,  separates  a 
healthy  from  a  sickly  region.  On  the  healthy  side  of  the  country  Lh 
bare  hill  and  rock,  with  water  courses.  On  the  other  side,  the  Alen- 
23 
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tejo  land  is  quite  dry,  flat  and  sandy.  That  side  is  held  in  occupatiou 
by  malaria.  In  and  near  Lisbon  are  many  gardens,  in  which  stone 
reservoirs  hold  water  during  the  three  months'  drought,  water  foul 
and  putrid — -close  to  the  houses  are  the  sleeping  rooms.  These  reser- 
voirs do  not  breed  fever  among  people  who  live  and  breathe  in  their 
atmosphere;  yet  one  night's  sleep  upon  the  sandy  shore  of  the  Alen 
tejo,  where  no  water  at  all  has  been  seen  for  months — no  putrid 
water  ever — would  probably  secure  to  the  peasant  a  strong  dose  of 
remittent  fever. 

This  does  not  mean  to  say  that  the  product  of  vegetable  decompo- 
sition is  not  an  unwholesome  thing.  It  means  that  it  is  not  malaria. 
All  that  is  required  for  the  production  of  malaria,  seems  to  be  that  an 
absorbent  soil  be  soaked  with  water  and  then  dried.  The  higher  the 
drying  temperature,  and  the  quicker  the  process,  the  more  plentiful 
and  the  more  virulent  will  be  the  poison  generated. 

Malaria  springs  rather  from  a  surface  that,  having  been  wetted,  has 
been  dried,  than  from  a  surface  that  continues  to  be  wet.  The  edges 
of  a  swamp  which  dry,  become  wet,  or  dry  again,  according  to  the 
season,  are  more  dangerous  than  the  perpetually  wet  ground  in  the 
centre.  When  streams  have  overflowed  their  banks,  and  then  retired 
again,  it  is  from  the  dried  or  half-dried  ground  on  either  side  of  them 
that  fevers  come. 

Low  damp  grounds,  that  have  been  drying  and  producing  fevers, 
become  healthy  when  the  rain  sets  in  that  floods  them  over.  When- 
ever malaria  has  power  to  poison,  she  is  more  productive  of  disease 
and  death,  agues  and  fevers,  in  hot  and  dry  years,  than  in  years  that 
are  cold  and  moist.  In  the  West  Indies,  in  the  higher  grounds,  the 
•cooler  parts,  malaria  dispenses  poison  in  its  mildest  form,  producing 
agues;  lower  down,  in  warmer  tracts,  remittent  fevers  are  the  com- 
mon form;  but  in  the  lowest  and  hottest  parts,  the  fever  is  continued. 
'This  fact  is  curiously  illustrated  by  one  of  Dr.  Ferguson's  examples. 

In  1816,  the  British  garrison  of  English  Harbor,  in  Antigua,  hap- 
pened to  be  disposed  in  three  different  barracks,  one  three  hundred, 
and  one  five  hundred,  and  one  six  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
marshes.  The  dock-yard  was  among  the  marshes  themselves,  and  the 
marshes  were  so  pestiferous,  that  it  often  happened  that  a  well-sea- 
soned soldier  coming  down  from  the  upper  barracks  in  full  health  to 
mount  the  night-guard,  was  seized  with  furious  delirium  while  stand- 
ing sentry,  and  died  of  yellow  fever,  or  of  something  very  like  it, 
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thirty  hours  after  he  had  been  carried  up  to  his  barracks.  In  those 
upper  barracks,  including  women  and  children,  no  fever  of  any  kind 
afflicted  those  who  did  not  go  down  upon  duty.  In  the  middle  bar- 
racks, at  a  height  of  five  huudred  feet,  there  occurred  a  little  fever, 
but  not  much  worthy  of  notice.  In  the  lower  barracks,  every  man — 
even  of  those  who  did  not  go  down  to  the  inarshes — was  attacked 
with  remittent  fever,  and  one  died.  The  Italians  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Pontine  Marshes  have  been  taught  by  experience  to  perch 
their  villages  on  hills. 

It  is  after  the  heat  of  summer,  in  autumn,  that  the  poison  of  mala- 
ria begins  to  work.  Where  the  venom  is  peculiarly  concentrated,  it 
may  kill  speedily,  as  in  the  case  of  the  sentinels  just  mentioned;  but 
in  temperate  climates,  the  poison  is  both  weaker  and  slower  in  its  ac- 
tion. Many  of  the  men  who  inhaled  the  poison  of  malaria  at  Wal- 
cheren, experienced  no  bad  effects  until  they  had  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  perhaps  lived  for  some  months  at  home.  Irish  harvesters 
carry  the  poison  home  with  them  frequently  from  Lincolnshire,  and  are 
attacked  with  agues  weeks  or  months  afterwards  in  Ireland,  on  the 
provocation  of  an  east  wind  or  a  chill. 

It  is  also  a  well-known  fact,  that  the  inhabitants  of  districts  sub- 
ject to  malaria  become  seasoned.  At  Walcheren,  the  natives  would 
not  believe  that  their  home  was  unhealthy.  In  the  pestilential  plains 
of  Estremadura,  the  natives  averred  that  the  soldiers  were  swept  off 
by  mushrooms.  The  seasoned  inhabitants  of  such  malarious  places 
are  not,  however,  strong  or  long-lived  men.  They  are  puny,  sallow, 
feeble,  spiritless,  abounding  in  swelled  bellies  and  wasted  limbs.  Even 
the  strangers,  having  had  their  dose  of  fever,  become  seasoned  to  the 
poison.  The  French  general,  Monnet,  who  commanded  for  seven 
years  at  Flushing,  recommended,  therefore,  that  however  officers  and 
men  might  demur,  garrisons  should  be  kept  stationary  in  unhealthy 
places.  He  adduces  the  instance  of  a  French  regiment  in  Walcheren, 
which  suffered  in  the  second  year  of  its  residence  there  only  half  the 
sickness  it  had  suffered  in  the  first  year,  and  in  the  third  year  almost 
none  at  all. 

To  the  statement  that  the  dwellers  in  a  district  subject  to  malaria, 
though  seasoned,  are  unhealthy  in  it,  an  exception  haa  to  be  made  in 
the  case  of  the  negro.  "To  him,"  says  Dr.  Ferguson,  "marsh  mias- 
mata are,  in  fact,  no  poison.  The  warm,  moist,  low,  and  leeward  situa- 
tions where  these  pernicious  exhalations  are  generated  and  concen- 
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trated,  prove  to  him  congenial.  He  delights  in  them,  for  there  he- 
enjoys  life  and  health,  as  much  as  his  feelings  are  abhorrent  to  the 
currents  of  wind  that  sweep  the  mountain  tops,  where  alone  the  whites 
find  security  against  endemic  fevers." 

There  is  also  an  exception  again  in  favor  of  the  black  color,  among 
swamps.  The  exhalations  from  black  peat-moss  are  said  positively  not 
to  occasion  intermittents.  The  marshy  tracts  in  many  parts  of  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  covered  with  peat-moss,  are  quite  free  from  fevers. 
The  same  is  the  case  in  the  instance  of  the  Dismal  Swamp,  which 
covers  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina. 

Like  many  other  bad  things,  malaria  is  most  dangerous  at  night; 
she  poisons  in  the  dark  most  efficaciously.  To  sleep  out  of  doors  in  a 
malarious  district,  is  to  insure  the  imbibition  of  the  poison.  A  ship  of 
war  having  touched  at  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  sixteen  of  the  crew  slept 
several  nights  ashore;  all  of  these  had  yellow  fever,  and  thirteen  died. 
The  two  hundred  and  eighty  other  men  went  freely  ashore  in  parties 
of  twenty  and  thirty  during  the  day,  returning  to  the  ship  at  night. 
No  illness  occurred  among  them.  Such  cases  might  be  multiplied  in- 
definitely. The  reapers  in  the  Campo  Morto,  a  part  of  the  fatal 
Maremna,  are  allowed  to  sleep  for  two  hours  at  mid-day;  it  is  then 
only  that  they  can  do  so  without  danger.  All  strangers  are  admon- 
ished at  Rome  not  to  seek  coolness  by  crossing  the  Pontine  Marshes 
after  the  heat  of  the  day  is  over.  Though  they  are  crossed  in  six  or 
eight  hours,  many  travellers  who  traversed  them  at  night  have  been 
attacked  by  violent  and  mortal  fevers.  Wise  people,  therefore,  in 
malarious  districts  will  avoid  the  night  air  altogether. — Dickens' 
Household  Words. 


Observations  upon  Primary  and  Secondary  Amputation. 

By  Prof.  W.  Stone,  M.  D.,  of  New  Orleans. 

The  principle  of  immediate  amputation,  although  beyond  all  doubt 
correct,  has  caused  the  loss  of  countless  limbs  unnecessarily,  and,  I 
believe,  of  as  many  lives  as  it  has  6aved.  The  error  evidently  is  from 
over-estimating  the  security  afforded  by  primary  over  secondary  am- 
putation. The  first  duty  of  the  surgeon  certainly  is  to  secure,  if  pos- 
sible, the  life  of  his  patieut;  and  the  second,  to  preserve  as  much  of 
his  person  in  as  perfect  a  manner  as  possible.    In  the  anxiety  to  fulfil 
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the  first  duty,  by  over-estimating  the  security  which  amputation  affords, 
limbs  are  often  sacrificed  that  are  curable,  and  by  disregarding  the 
proper  time  for  amputation,  a  life  may  be  lost  that  would  have  been 
safe  without  an  operation.  In  severe  injuries  of  the  extremities,  if 
fatal,  death  is  produced  either  by  the  concussion,  or  subsequent  pain 
and  suppuration  which  exhausts  the  patient;  or  it  may  occasionally 
be  from  tetanus  or  gangrene.  Against  the  first  cause  of  death,  am- 
putation affords  no  security;  on  the  contrary  it  favors  it.  The  ques- 
tion of  amputation  before  reaction,  I  believe,  is  settled  by  every 
American  surgeon  of  experience  in  the  negative.  This  subject  was 
sharply  discussed  in  England  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  the  cel- 
ebrated statesman,  Huskisson,  who  had  both  legs  or  thighs  crushed 
on  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Railroad.  The  Liverpool  surgeons 
attempted  to  bring  on  reaction,  but  every  means  failed,  the  concussion 
had  thrown  him  into  a  fatal  collapse.  The  London  surgeons  took  the 
matter  up,  blamed  the  Liverpool  surgeons,  and  urged  that  immediate 
amputation  should  have  been  resorted  to,  and  talked  nonsensically  of 
the  stimulus  of  the  knife.  When  one  hears  such  reasoning,  he  feels 
the  truth  of  the  remark  made  by  some  one  in  the  last  century,  that 
surgeons  were  bad  pathologists  and  worse  physiologists. 

In  severe  injuries,  where  the  patient  is  thrown  into  collapse  and  am- 
putation is  necessary  or  unavoidable,  if  the  case  is  critical,  it  is  a  nice 
point  to  decide  when,  exactly,  it  can  be  performed  with  the  most  safety. 
If  the  patient  were  in  great  agony,  and  amputation  could  relieve  it, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  amputating  at  once,  no 
matter  what  the  state  of  the  pulse  might  be ;  but  this  is  not  the  case ; 
the  shock  has  been  received,  the  mischief  has  been  done,  the  parts  are 
in  a  measure  paralyzed,  and  no  very  severe  pain  takes  place  until  re- 
action. The  question  in  such  cases  is,  whether  the  injured  limb  is  a 
greater  source  of  pain  than  the  stump  would  be  after  amputation,  and 
considerable  allowance  should  be  made  for  the  shock  of  the  operation. 
"The  discovery  of  chloroform  enables  us  in  a  great  measure  to  avoid  the 
ahock  of  the  stimulus  of  the  knife,  but  not  entirely.  My  experience 
is,  that  when  amputation  is  unavoidable,  it  is  best  to  do  it  as  soon  as 
reaction  has  fairly  commenced,  while  the  patient  is  under  the  influence 
of  the  first  shock  of  the  injury,  the  pulse  flickering,  etc.;  any  disturb- 
ance of  the  system,  pain  or  loss  of  blood,  might  cause  a  fatal  collapse 
in  a  case  that  would  be  perfectly  safe  managed  with  tact  and  judgment. 
By  reaction  I  do  not  mean  a  full  resistant  pulse.    The  nervous  system 


358 


THE  NEW-YORK 


receives  the  shock  and  is  the  first  to  react,  as  is  shown  by  the  increased 
sensibility  and  improved  capillary  circulation  before  any  perceptible 
improvement  in  the  pulse  is  observed;  this,  however,  soon  follows,  and 
the  pulse  becomes  more  steady.  When  the  system  is  suffering  from  a 
severe  injury,  it  is  often  the  case  that  stimulants  do  not  act  as  such 
when  put  upon  the  stomach.  In  extreme  cases,  when  the  patient  is  in 
danger  from  collapse,  it  is  evident  to  me  that  the  stomach  does  not  ab- 
sorb, but  is  nauseated,  and  all  the  depressing  effects  of  nausea  are  pro- 
duced. The  rectum  can  scarcely  be  said  to  sympathize  with  the  system 
in  general,  and  always  preserves  an  active  absorbing  surface.  Stimu- 
lants given  by  injection  produce  a  ready  effect,  and  I  always  use  my 
stimulants  in  this  way  where  the  patient  is  in  danger,  even  when  he  is 
perfectly  able  to  swallow,  for  they  are  much  more  prompt  and  effective. 
If  too  long  a  time  elapses,  after  an  injury,  before  amputation,  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  limb,  which  at  first  was  partially  paralyzed,  becomes  highly 
exalted;  and  although  we  can,  by  the  use  of  chloroform,  prevent  the 
shock  from  the  operation,  we  have  a  fresh  wound  in  parts  in  a  morbid 
state;  the  stump  is  much  more  painful,  and  as  a  general  rule  does  not 
do  as  well  as  when  the  operation  is  performed  earlier.  By  the  above, 
I  mean  a  state  of  the  parts  before  any  decided  inflammatory  action 
has  taken  place,  and  my  firm  conviction  is,  that  where  no  large  joints 
are  involved,  or  parts  injured  that  will  give  extreme  pain  to  the  pa- 
tient, he  will  have  a  better  chance  for  his  life  if  we  give  him  a  chance 
for  his  limb  also,  even  if  we  have  to  resort  to  secondary  amputation; 
I  mean  if  the  most  favorable  period  for  operating  has  passed. — N.  O. 
Med.  News. 


Poisonous  Effects  of  Soda  Water  from  Copper  Fountains  and 
Lead  Pipes. 

By  R.  Ogden  Dorembs,  M.  D. 

Having,  within  a  few  days,  had  several  friends  relate  their  sudden 
illness  after  taking  a  single  glass  of  soda  water,  and  suspecting  some 
poisonous  impregnation  to  be  the  cause,  I  was  induced  to  obtain  sev- 
eral gallons  of  this  favorite  beverage,  from  different  parts  of  the  city, 
and  to  submit  them  to  a  chemical  examination. 

The  substance  which  first  attracted  attention  was  copper. 

This  was  very  abundant  in  soda  water  obtained  from  several  obscure 
shops,  where  it  was  presumed  the  traffic  was  limited,  and  consequently 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


359 


the  acid  water  remained  longer  in  the  copper  condensers.  It  was  so 
evident  that,  on  boiling  off  the  excess  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  a  green 
scum  made  its  appearance,  which,  on  further  evaporation,  settled. 
This  was  carbonate  of  copper,  previously  held  in  solution  by  the 
carbonic  acid. 

The  amount  of  metallic  copper  in  a  quart  was  one  grain  and  a  half! 

Soda  water  obtained  from  the  same  establishment  on  different  days, 
was  found  to  contain  varying  amounts  of  poisonous  carbonate. 

The  source  of  this  copper,  and  the  cause  of  these  differences,  may 
be  accounted  for  in  several  ways. 

The  copper  condensers  purport  to  be  tinned  internally,  but  where 
they  have  been  in  use  a  long  time,  the  tin,  by  chemical  and  mechani- 
cal action,  has  been  removed,  at  least  in  part;  thus  exposing  a  surface 
of  copper  to  the  corrosive  action  of  the  carbonic  acid,  aided  by  snl- 
phuric  acid,  which  is  occasionally  found  in  the  soda  water. 

Although  the  carbonate  of  copper  is  insoluble  in  pure  water,  it  is 
capable  of  being  held  in  solution  in  water  highly  charged  with  car- 
bonic acid  gas;  for  the  soda  water  which  yields  this  green  scum  after 
discharging  the  gas,  is  clear  and  colorless  previous  to  the  operation. 

The  soda  water  drawn  shortly  after  charging  the  condenser,  would 
necessarily  yield  less  copper,  on  analysis,  than  that  obtained  from  the 
same  fount  after  having  several  days  to  exert  its  corrosive  influence. 
Again,  the  tinning  (for  all  are  professedly  thus  lined)  would  be  more 
perfect  in  some  than  in  others — dependent  not  only  on  the  length  of 
time  the  condensers  had  been  used,  but  also  on  the  completeness  of  the 
original  c*oating.  I  have  been  informed  that,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
flow  of  the  tin,  soft  solder  is  at  times  resorted  to,  or  the  copper  is 
washed  with  a  salt  of  mercury.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  chem- 
ical and  electrical  action  would  be  rather  complicated,  and  the  soda 
water  possessed  of  remarkable  medicinal  virtues. 

The  second  poisonous  compound  which,  from  its  abundance,  de- 
manded investigation,  was  a  white  precipitate,  the  carbonate  of  lead. 
This  was  found,  to  a  greater  or  less  amount,  in  most  of  the  waters 
examined. 

In  the  quart  whence  the  grain  and  a  half  of  copper  was  obtained, 
0.65  of  a  grain  of  metallic  lead  was  found. 

The  chief  source  of  this  impregnation  is  the  lead  pipe  used  in  many 
fountains  to  convey  the  carbonated  water  from  the  condensers  to  the 
jet. 


360 


THK  NEW-YORK 


It  is  an  established  fact,  that  the  free  carbonic  acid  found  m  spring- 
waters  is  capable  of  dissolving  or  facilitating  the  solution  of  many  of 
the  salts  of  lead,  such  as  are  found  encrusting  lead  pipes  which  have 
been  used  for  conducting  said  waters. 

By  the  investigations  of  Dr.  Ellet,  published  in  this  city  last  year, 
it  was  clearly  shown  that  even  the  trivial  amount  of  carbonic  acid 
found  in  Croton  water  is  sufficient  to  act  upon  the  lead  pipes. 

This  lead  may  be  readily  found  in  any  kettle  which  has  been  used 
for  boiling  the  Croton  water  passed  through  a  lead  pipe,  by  adding  a 
little  acetic  acid  to  it.  The  acetate  of  lead  will  respond  to  suiphuret- 
ed  hydrogen,  by  assuming  a  black  tint  (the  sulphuret  of  lead,)  or  a 
yellow  tint  with  the  iodid  of  potassium,  etc. 

Since  carbonic  acid  is  possessed  of  such  solveut  powers,  soda  water, 
which  is  surcharged  with  it,  must  become  poisonously  contaminated 
by  contact  with  lead,  either  in  the  pipes  or  the  soldering;  and  as  much 
of  the  tin  of  commerce  is  alloyed  with  lead,  even  this  metal,  to  which 
we  look  for  protection,  may  be  another  source  of  evil. 

Many  are  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  first  few  glasses  may 
be  impregnated  with  lead  to  an  injurious  extent;  and  hence  the  cus- 
tom, in  the  most  respectable  establishments,  of  discarding  the  soda 
water  which  is  first  drawn,  and  has  lain  in  the  tube  over-night. 

Wherever  lead  pipes  are  used  to  conduct  the  water  to  the  jet,  and 
especially  where,  in  order  to  secure  a  cool  draught,  from  thirty  to  sixty 
feet  of  lead  pipe  are  coiled  in  a  tank  and  covered  with  ice,  the  highly- 
acid  liquid  must  necessarily  dissolve  the  metal,  and  communicate  the 
poison  to  all  contained  within  the  condenser. 

These  remarks  are  not  applicable  to  pipes  of  pure  tin,  or  of  lead 
properly  coated  with  tin. 

I  have  examined  the  soda  water  obtained  from  a  manufactory 
where  it  is  bottled,  but  could  discover  neither  copper  nor  lead. 

The  effervescent  liquid  which  is  at  times  "palmed  off"  upon  the 
public,  made  by  forcing  atmospheric  air  into  water  (most  truly,  "  aera- 
ted water,")  would,  from  the  very  want  of  the  carbonic  acid,  be  nearly 
free  from  those  contaminations. 

It  might  be  asked,  "If  these  poisonous  bodies  exist  iu  soda  water, 
why  are  not  the  effects  more  commonly  known?"  I  would  reply,  they 
are  more  generally  known  than  is  supposed. 

Since  commencing  these  investigations,  I  have  learned  from  several 
medical  friends,  that  a  coppery  taste,  violent  vomiting,  colic  pains, 
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purging,  etc.,  have  uot  been  uncommon  results  from  such  draughts; 
and  most  with  whom  I  have  conversed  have  experienced  these  effects 
personally. 

In  Dr.  Mitchell's  Therapeutics  mention  is  made  that  soda  water 
from  old  copper  fountains  is  strongly  marked  with  the  copper  taste. 

My  assistant  informs  me  that  five  years  since,  while  in  a  drug  store, 
he  observed  that  vomiting  and  other  symptoms  of  poisoning  by  copper 
followed  frequently  after  drinking  soda  water,  and  that  many  thought 
it  was  cholera;  and  after  being  similarly  affected  himself,  he  tested 
the  water  and  found  copper. 

I  am  informed  by  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  that  while  the  cholera 
prevailed,  most  persons  abandoned  the  use  of  soda  water;  it  was  a 
common  remark,  "  Mr.  took  a  glass  of  soda  water,  and  was  im- 
mediately attacked  with  cholera." 

Probably  the  syrups  which  are  the  usual  accompaniments  of  the 
soda  draught,  act  in  many  cases  as  an  antidote;  for  although  the  effi- 
cacy of  sugar  in  this  respect,  as  originally  proposed  by  Duval,  was 
denied  by  Orfiia,  it  has  lately  been  reasserted  by  Fostel. 

I  regret  that,  for  want  of  time,  I  have  not  been  able  to  complete 
other  experiments  on  this  subject;  yet,  as  I  am  convinced  that  in 
many  cases  this  poisoned  soda  water  has  proved  the  exciting  cause  of 
cholera  in  those  predisposed  to  this  disease,  and  in  others  that  it  lias 
by  its  inherent  properties  been  injurious  to  health  or  destruction  to 
life;  and  as  at  this  time  the  cholera  question  is  again  agitating  the 
public  mind,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  relate  the  results  of  this 
partial  investigation. 

With  the  knowledge  of  these  facts,  we  may  conclude  that  although 
soda  water  may  be  retained  in  a  well-tinned  copper  condenser,  and 
discharged  through  a  thoroughly-tinned  lead  pipe,  without  poisonous 
impregnation;  yet,  as  any  imperfection  in  the  tinning  of  either,  or  long 
or  careless  usage,  may  expose  the  copper  or  the  lead  ( or  both )  to  the 
solvent  powers  of  this  carbonic  acid,  and  thus  render  the  beverage 
dangerous,  therefore  these  vessels  should  be  discarded  or  only  permit- 
ted in  the  hands  of  trustworthy  persons. 

Condensers  of  stone,  of  iron,  or  of  the  purest  block  tin  supported  by 
iron  bands,  or  of  gutta  percha,  aided  in  a  similar  manner,  would  be 
free  from  poisonous  impregnation.  Conducting  pipes  of  these  latter 
materials  are  likewise  unobjectionable. 

In  another  paper  I  shall  present  the  results  of  more  extended  in- 
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vestigations,  and  shall  be  indebted  to  any  physicians  or  pharmaceutists 
who  feel  disposed  to  assist  in  this  work  of  common  interest,  by  favor- 
ing me  with  reports  of  cases,  or  samples  of  suspected  liquid  for  analy- 
sis. If  those  engaged  in  the  fabrication  of  this  article  would  afford 
an  opportunity  of  examining  some  of  the  old  soda  fountains,  it  might 
aid  materially,  and  perhaps  result  in  the  suggestion  of  better  methods 
of  protection. 


St.  Louis  Medical  Society  vs.  the  Apothecaries. 

The  following  document,  issued  by  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Society, 
was  sent  to  us  by  one  of  the  parties  addressed. 

"  At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Society,  held  April  8th,  1854, 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  Druggists  in  St.  Louis  are  in  the  habit  of  re-fiming  prescriptions 
without  any  assurance  that  it  is  authorized  by  the  physician  prescribing;  and 
whereas,  druggists  are  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  for,  and  administering  medi- 
cines to  individuals  who  choose  to  consult  them;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  apothecary  has  no  just  right  to  put  up  a  prescription  the 
second  time,  unless  authorized  in  writing  by  the  physician  prescribing.  Nor  has 
said  apothecary  any  right  to  make  use  of  said  prescription  in  any  way,  unless  by 
the  consent  of  the  physician. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  Society  can  be  positively  assured  of  the  violation 
of  the  foregoing  resolution,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  withhold  our  influence  from 
any  druggist  who  may  thus  act,  and  we  will  use  other  means  to  make  such  con- 
duct public. 

Resolved,  That  we  withhold  our  support  from  all  apothecaries  who  persist  in 
the  reprehensible  practice  of  prescribing  for  diseases. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Society  furnish  every  retail  druggust  in 
the  city  with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions." 

The  course  adopted  by  the  Medical  Society  to  remedy  the  evils  com- 
plained of,  appears  to  have  given  umbrage  to  many  of  the  apotheca- 
ries of  St.  Louis,  and  some  of  them  in  their  individual  capacity  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  columns  of  the  daily  press  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter before  the  public,  in  a  way  not  calculated  to  promote  good  feeling 
between  physicians  and  apothecaries. 

There  are  some  points  in  the  resolutions  that  deserve  notice.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Society,  in  issuing  such  a  paper,  should  have  appended 
the  names  of  the  officers,  or  given  some  attest  of  its  genuineness,  else 
it  might  be  construed  to  be  the  work  of  some  mischievous  person. 

The  ground  taken  in  the  first  resolution,  "  that  the  apothecary  has 
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no  right  to  put  up  a  prescription  the  second  time  unless  authorized  in 
writing  by  the  prescriber,"  is  not  only  not  held  out  by  the  usual  prac- 
tice in  England,  whence  most  of  our  customs  are  derived,  but  we  be- 
lieve if  such  a  law  was  promulgated  by  medical  societies,  their  own  mem- 
bers would  be  among  the  first  to  break  it,  as  it  is  as  convenient  as  usual 
for  the  physician  to  verbally  direct  the  nurse  or  patient  to  have  a  pre- 
scription renewed.  It  has  been  the  custom  here  among  apothecaries 
to  retain  the  original  prescription,  but  in  England  it  is  quite  common 
to  return  the  original  to  the  purchaser  or  patient,  enclosed  in  a  stamped 
envelope.  It  is  a  part  of  medico-pharmaceutical  ethics  yet  to  be  set- 
tled by  general  consent,  how  far  the  patient  who  pays  for  the  pre- 
scription is  entitled  to  it.  Some  physicians  have  assumed  that  the  fee 
covers  only  the  application,  or  the  right  to  use  the  prescription  at  the 
time  it  is  given ;  and  such  it  would  appear  is  the  opinion  of  the  St. 
Louis  Medical  Society.  Others  take  a  more  liberal  view  and  leave 
the  matter  entirely  to  the  patient,  trusting  to  the  influence  of  good 
sense  to  regulate  it. 

There  are  cases  where  the  undue  renewal  of  a  prescription  should 
be  avoided  when  known  to  the  apothecary;  as,  for  instance,  where  A. 
tells  B.  that  certain  medicine  prescribed  by  Dr.  C.  for  her  child,  cer- 
tainly will  cure  B.'s  child,  on  the  mere  supposition  that  the  cases  are 
similar;  besides,  it  is  an  injustice  to  the  family  physician  of  B.,  who? 
if  the  child  is  too  sick  for  legitimate  domestic  treatment,  should  be 
consulted. 

The  second  resolution  is  not  put  forth  in  a  spirit  to  do  any  good;  it 
is  too  threatening  in  its  character  for  a  western  city,  where  men  of  all 
classes  are  less  controlled  by  custom  and  chartered  privilege  than  in 
the  older  cities. 

The  practice  of  prescribing  for  diseases  in  general  by  apothecaries 
is  certainly  highly  reprehensible,  and  deserves  the  rebuke  of  the  third 
resolution  when  carried  beyond  the  ordinary  information  regarding 
doses  and  minor  complaints  about  which  it  is  unusual  to  consult  phy- 
sicians. Prescribing  is  not  the  province  of  the  pharmaceutist,  and  in 
doing  so  he  is  constantly  liable  to  do  mischief  to  the  patient  and  in- 
justice to  the  physician,  who  is  not  only  thus  deprived  of  his  proper 
employment,  but  is  too  often  called  in  after  cases  have  become  less 
curable  by  delay.  Yet  knowing  the  constant  temptation  to  prescribe, 
owing  to  public  importunity,  especially  from  the  lower  classes,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  much  of  it  is  done.    We  trust  our  brethren  of  St. 
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Louis  arc  not  disposed  to  everstep  the  bounds  of  their  profession,  but 
are  desirous  of  rendering  efficient  aid  as  co-laborers  with  the  physi- 
cian; and  we  should  be  sorry  to  see  them,  by  any  ill-advised  measures 
of  their  medical  friends,  do  from  a  spirit  of  opposition  what  we  believe 
is  now  done  in  a  great  measure  from  the  force  of  circumstances. 

Am.  Jour,  of  Pharmacy. 


Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  following  circular  has  been  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Na- 
tional Association,  and  explains  itself.  We  copy  it  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  may  not  receive  a  copy,  calling  especial  attention  to  the 
fa-ct  that  payment  should  not  be  delayed. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  held  at  St. 
Louis,  in  May  last,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  viz.: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  dollars,  annually,  be  assessed  upon 
each  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Sessions  of  the  Association,  as  well  as 
upon  each  of  its  permanent  members,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund 
to  defray  the  expense  of  printing  the  Transactions.  The  payment  of 
this  assessment  shall  be  required  of  the  Delegates  and  Members  in 
attendance  upon  the  Sessions  of  the  Association,  previously  to  their 
taking  their  seats  and  participating  in  the  business  of  the  Session,  and 
of  all  others,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  in  each  year. 

Resolved,  That  each  Delegate  and  Member  who  has  paid  his  annual 
assessment,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  above  resolution,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  printed  Transactions  of  the  Session. 

Resolved,  That  the  name  of  no  one  shall  be  inserted  or  continued 
on  the  list  of  permanent  Members  of  the  Association,  who  shall  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  pay  his  annual  assessment,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  first  resolution. 

The  immediate  attention  of  all  members  who  have  not  complied 
with  the  requisitions  contained  in  the  above  resolutions,  is  respectfully, 
but  earnestly  requested.  The  Publishing  Committee,  of  which  Dr. 
Pliny  Earle  is  Chairman,  is  desirous  of  putting  the  Transactions  to 
press  as  soon  as  practicable;  this  cannot  be  done,  however,  until  some 
idea  can  be  formed  of  the  number  of  copies  required,  and  this  can 
only  be  arrived  at  from  the  number  of  members  being  known  who 
have  actually  paid  the  assessment  alluded  to.  It  will  be  observed, 
should  any  member  delay  payment  until  the  first  of  September,  he  may 
be  unable  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Transactions. 
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Members  will  please  be  particular,  when  sending  their  dues  aud  or- 
ders for  copies,  to  give  the  name  of  town  or  city,  county  and  State, 
as  well  as  their  own  names,  clearly  and  distinctly  written,  in  order 
that  mistakes  may  be  avoided  in  transmitting  the  volume — also,  ex- 
press their  wishes  as  to  the  mode  of  forwarding  tbe  Transactions. 
Respectfully, 

ISAAC  WOOD,  Treasurer, 
New  York,  June  Ut/i,  1854.  68  Bast  17th  street. 


(Editor's  Stable. 

NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  back  volumes  can  now  be  furnished,  from  1850  to  1853,  neatly  bound 
and  lettered,  at  $7  for  the  four  volumes. 

The  January  number  for  the  present  year,  1854,  cannot  be  supplied,  the  de- 
mand having  already  encroached  upon  our  files  reserved  for  binding. 

Our  Exchanges  should  be  addressed  to  the  "Medical  Gazette,  New-York. ': 
if  otherwise,  they  may  not  reach  our  table. 

Our  box  at  the  Post  Office  of  this  city  having  been  repeatedly  robbed  of  late, 
and  the  thief  having  been  detected,  will  explain  why  letters  to  us  have  re- 
mained unanswered.  Remittances  not  acknowledged,  as  they  have  been  made 
at  our  risk,  will  be  duly  credited  on  information  that  the  money  was  mailed. 

Delinquent  subscribers  are  reminded  that  six  months  of  the  year  have  expir- 
ed with  June,  and  that  an  advance  of  $1  per  annum  will  be  made  of  subscrip- 
tions remaining  unpaid.  Early  remittance,  either  in  cash  or  postage  stamps, 
will  save  50  per  cent. 

$Z£f  A  few  more  advertisements  can  now  be  inserted. 


®"We  are  indebted  in  this  number  to  Dr.  J.  W.  Green,  of  thie 
city,  for  the  translations  of  recent  Parisian  intelligence,  selected  from 
the  French  journals.  Our  readers  may  expect  similar  favors  from  the 
same  source  in  future  numbers. 


CHOLERA  IN  NEW  YORK. 

A  correspondent  calls  our  attention  to  the  shocking  murders  of 
the  King's  English,  which  characterize  the  announcements  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Health.    If  they  did  not  sacrifice  the  laws  of  Hy- 


366 


THE  NBW-YOBK 


giene,  we  could  forgive  all  their  sins  against  the  rules  of  Syntax,  of 
which  they  betray  so  blissful  ignorance. 

His  honor  the  Mayor,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Commission,  has 
assumed  a  far  worse  responsibility  than  signing  these  blundering  doc- 
uments, by  undertaking  to  conciliate  the  rum-selling  politicians,  he 
having  become  their  champion;  and  to  purchase  their  votes  at  the 
next  election,  he  overreaches  both  Aldermen  and  Councilmen,  in  mul- 
tiplying the  sources  of  Cholera,  and  every  other  abomination,  in  the 
shape  of  licenses  for  the  sale  of  liquors,  at  this  crisis  too,  when  he 
knows  that  rum  is  destroying  hundreds  of  our  citizens,  by  exciting 
Cholera.  And  this  while  the  sworn  President  of  the  Board  of  Health! 
He  is  welcome  to  his  conscience,  but  we  predict  that  after  next  No- 
vember no  resurrection  man  can  find  him. 

The  imbecility  and  ignorance  of  the  Commissioners  of  Health  is 
deplorable,  as  evinced  in  their  giving  notice  in  July,  when  the  cholera 
is  spreading,  that  there  are  in  our  midst  cow  stables,  bone-boiling 
establishments,  and  multiplied  other  public  nuisances,  which  they  have 
now  ordered  to  be  abated  when  the  thermometer  is  at  90  degrees,  and 
when  the  attempt  to  remove  them  would  endanger  the  public  safety 
far  more  than  to  let  them  alone.  Their  first  cholera  hospital  has  been 
located  in  a  back  building,  surrounded  on  either  side  by  brick  walls, 
rendering  ventilation  impossible.  Their  operations  have  all  been  in 
secret,  without  any  consultation  with  the  medical  profession,  of  which 
a  very  meagre  representation  is  found  in  the  Board.  Their  own  rela- 
tives must  be  provided  for  in  the  medical  staff  of  the  hospital,  which 
has  been  intrusted  to  men  having  no  knowledge  of  cholera  or  its 
treatment,  else  they  would  ha^e  protested  against  the  location  of  the 
hospital  as  necessarily  fatal  to  the  sick.  The  health  and  lives  of  this 
whole  population  are  thus  jeoparded  by  being  committed  to  a  Board 
of  literal  "Know-nothings"  and  "Do-nothings,"  while  the  city  is 
reeking  in  filth ;  and  at  this  late  day  they  are  sending  forth  procla- 
mations about  cleaning  the  streets,  and  the  removal  of  nuisances,  while 
they  are  themselves  justly  regarded  as  the  worst  of  all  nuisances.  It 
were  far  better  for  the  city  if  the  epidemic  were  to  frighten  away  the 
Mayor  and  Board  of  Health,  and  leave  the  citizens  to  rely  upon  their 
own  resources,  than  that  they  should  depend  on  so  ignorant,  imbecile, 
and  worthless  an  organization. 

Thus  far  the  cholera  is  happily  endemical,  not  epidemical,  both  in 
this  city  and  in  Brooklyn.    In  certain  sections  of  the  city  cases  have 
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been  numerous,  and  many  of  them  fatal;  while  in  other  large  portions 
of  the  city  scarcely  a  case  of  cholera  is  known  to  occur.  Moreover, 
in  almost  every  instance,  some  gross  imprudence  in  diet  or  excessive 
indulgence  has  been  the  exciting  cause  of  the  attack ;  and  this  even 
in  persons  predisposed  by  the  location  or  condition  of  their  residence. 
The  premonitory  diarrhoea  has  also  preceded  nearly  every  attack,  and 
been  either  neglected,  or  what  is  worse,  maltreated  by  quackery. 

In  most  cases  we  have  observed  that  the  disease  is  more  managea- 
ble than  in  1832  or  '34,  or  '49;  being  less  rapid  in  running  into  collapse, 
even  when  the  symptoms  are  formidable.  There  is,  therefore,  no  occa- 
sion for  a  panic,  for  temperate  living,  cleanliness  and  prudence  will 
either  protect  us  from  the  disease,  or  render  it  curable  if  it  comes,  by 
calling  early  on  our  physician.  The  profession  understand  the  treat- 
ment better  than  formerly,  and  few  have  anything  to  fear,  if  proper 
attention  is  paid  to  the  general  health. 


MEDICAL  CITY  POLITICS. 

The  newspapers  announce  that  Dr.  James  R.  Wood  is  in  nomina- 
tion for  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  Alms  House.  It  is  full  time 
that  the  political  parties  should  know  enough  to  select  the  officers  who 
are  to  govern  our  public  hospitals,  from  the  medical  profession,  who 
are  of  right  entitled  to  a  representation  in  the  Board  of  Governors, 
who  control  the  several  hospitals  at  Bellevue,  Blackwell's  and  Ran- 
dall's Islands,  &c,  while  neither  of  the  ten  heretofore  appointed  or 
elected  have  been  qualified  to  direct  the  affairs  of  any  hospital,  or 
other  remedial  institution.  If  whigs  and  democrats  should  still  refuse 
this  act  of  justice  to  the  profession  and  the  public,  we  hope  the 
"  know-nothings"  will  teach  them  a  lesson  by  nominating  and  electing 
Dr.  "Wood  or  some  other  medical  man.  The  scandalous  abuses  in 
these  several  hospitals  will  never  be  corrected  until  a  portion  of  the 
Board  shall  be  medical  men,  and  Dr.  Wood  is  an  excellent  nomination. 

If  the  profession  would  be  true  to  itself,  the  City  Inspector,  the 
four  Coroners,  the  Health  Wardens,  and  all  the  sanitary  officers  would 
be,  as  they  obviously  ought  to  be,  chosen  from  our  ranks;  and  at  least 
two  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  as  well  as  of  the  Ten  Gov- 
ernors, should  be  physicians  or  surgeons.  The  time  is  at  hand  when 
all  our  public  hospitals  will  have  medical  men  in  their  Boards  of 
Management,  and  the  State  have  an  Inspector  General  of  its  hospitals. 
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MEDICAL  SCHOOLS. 

We  hear  of  several  new  medical  colleges,  and  the  re-organiz.atiou  of 
old  ones,  while  the  note  of  preparation  for  opening  the  next  session  of 
Lectures  is  sounding  all  over  the  country. 

The  Pennsylvania  Medical  College  is  preparing  to  become  a  more 
formidable  rival  of  the  two  great  Philadelphia  schools  than  it  has 
ever  been  heretofore.  Dr.  Alfred  Stille  has  been  called  to  the  chair 
of  Practice,  for  which  he  is  admirably  fitted  by  experience  as  well  as 
education.  Dr.  John  Neill  becomes  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  in 
which  he  has  long  been  justly  eminent.  Such  appointments  evince  a 
jnst  sense  of  what  is  due  to  medical  students,  and  will  insure  a  class. 

The  time  is  at  hand  when  the  stupid  absurdity  of  committing  the 
practical  branches  in  medical  schools  to  mere  theorists, — men  who  do 
not  feel  a  pulse  in  a  month,  and  never  did, — and  in  whose  fitness  nei- 
ther the  profession  nor  the  public  can  have  any  confidence,  will  be 
proved  to  be  fatal  to  any  school.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  students,  and 
should  be  resented  by  them  and  their  preceptors.  We  could  name 
schools  which  have  split,  and  others  doomed  to  splitting  on  this  reck. 
None  but  practical  men  can  teach  the  practical  branches,  whatever 
they  may  pretend. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 

There  is  a  screw  loose  among  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Ann  Arbor, 
which  promises  to  be  only  the  beginning  of  the  end.  Professor  J. 
Adams  Allen,  proverbially  the  ablest  man  in  the  school,  after  seven 
years'  service,  and  contributing  largely  to  give  character  and  efficiency 
to  the  permanent  establishment  of  this  Free  Medical  College,  while 
in  its  early  experiment  and  since,  has,  been  removed  by  the  vote  of 
four  Regents,  as  we  learn,  to  make  room  for  a  brother-in-law  of  one 
of  the  four,  every  way  inferior  to  Dr.  Allen,  his  only  claim  being  de- 
rived from  his  marital  relationship  to  one  of  the  Regents.  Dr.  Allen 
is  not  the  first  medical  professor  who  has  been  thus  made  the  victim 
of  nepotism,  and  we  could  name  a  score  of  medical  appointments  in 
schools  and  hospitals  which  have  been  thus  secured  by  very  small 
men,  and  who  soon  find  their  level. 

When  the  teacher  of  a  female  school  in  Bleecker  Street,  of  thie 
city,  was  strangely  transferred  to  the  Presidency  of  the  University  of 
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Michigan,  without  any  literary  reputation  above  mediocrity,  and  well 
known  to  be  a  disciple  of  Hahnemann,  we  augured  unfavorably  of 
the  influence  of  such  an  appointment.  And  when  we  saw  that  this 
Homoeopath  was  chosen  to  deliver  the  valedictory  to  the  medical 
graduates  of  the  College  at  its  late  session,  we  judged  that  the  liber- 
ality of  the  Faculty  had  degenerated  into  latitudinarianism,  and  pre- 
dicted the  worst  results  to  the  school.  The  class  were  indignant  at 
the  humiliation  of  being  lectured  at  by  a  Homoeopath,  and  ignored 
it,  by  refusing  to  ask  for  its  publication.  Nor  would  it  have  seen  the 
light,  had  not  the  State  Medical  Society  compassionately  degraded 
themselves  by  inserting  it  among  their  Transactions.  The  Peninsular 
Journal  of  Medicine  must  have  been  caught  napping,  by  giving  it  a 
place. 


CHOLERA.-ITS  TREATMENT. 

We  have  no  objection  to  respond  to  the  call  made  upon  us  by  sev- 
eral junior  brethren  at  a  distance,  for  advice  as  to  the  course  we  re- 
commend them  to  pursue  should  they  be  called  upon  to  treat  patients 
suffering  from  cholera.  Having  passed  through  the  several  epidemics 
here  in  1832,  1834,  and  1849,  and  toiling  as  we  now  are,  in  the  midst 
of  our  present  visitation,  we  can  only  say  very  briefly, 

1st.  When  called  to  a  case  of  Cholera  with  well-characterized 
symptoms,  never  leave  the  patient  more  than  an  hour  or  two  at  a 
time  by  day  or  night,  until  the  danger  is  over.  This  is  the  great  se- 
cret of  success,  as  we  know  by  no  little  experience,  and  will  account 
for  the  fact  that  certain  physicians  have  no  deaths  to  report.  We 
have  known  others  to  prescribe,  and  leave  the  patient  till  evening,  or 
make  appointments  to  return  the  next  morning,  and  find  nothing  left 
for  them  to  do  but  to  make  out  the  certificate  for  interment.  Rather 
be  anxious  to  save  the  life  of  one  patient,  than  to  make  a  clamor  over 
the  graves  of  a  score.  You  may  thus  make  less  money,  but  you  will 
retain  self-respect,  and  gain  a  reputation  worth  having. 

2nd.  Whether  the  prominent  symptoms  are  the  vomiting,  purging, 
or  cramps,  let  your  first  object  be  to  arrest  these  abruptly,  which  you 
may  effect  by  a  full  dose  of  ether  and  laudanum,  or  any  other  combi- 
nation of  stimulant  astringents  and  anodynes,  which  can  be  retained 
on  the  stomach.  Ice  should  be  liberally  given  continuously,  while 
heat  and  other  stimulants  should  be  applied  to  the  extremities,  and  if 
indicated  a  sinapism  to  the  epigastrium. 
24 
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3rd.  The  formidable  symptoms  having  been  thus  allayed,  calomel, 
in  doses  proportioned  to  the  violence  of  the  attack,  should  be  placed 
upon  the  tongue  and  washed  down  with  ice  water.  All  the  previous 
treatment  is  palliative  merely,  but  this  remedy  may  be  regarded  as 
curative. 

4th.  Should  consecutive  or  congestive  fever  supervene,  which  will 
rarely  be  the  case  if  the  secretions  have  been  restored  from  the  liver 
and  kidneys  by  the  calomel,  the  treatment  should  be  regulated  by 
general  principles,  depletion  or  stimulation,  as  the  pathological  state 
may  demand. 

These  hints  may  suffice,  and  may  be  taken  for  what  they  arc  worth 
by  our  former  pupils  and  others  who  have  called  for  them.  Our  oc- 
cupations at  present  preclude  amplification. 


ANATOMICAL  LAW. 

[The  following  copy  of  the  law  which  was  obtained  from  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  at  its  recent  session,  is  inserted  that 
the  true  nature  of  its  provisions  may  be  in  possession  of  our 
readers.  It  will  be  perceived  that  it  has  been  skillfully  and 
cautiously  worded,  and  very  essentially  changed  from  the  orig- 
inal draft,  which  was  urged  by  the  representatives  of  the  pro- 
fession at  Albany;  and  in  the  shape  in  which  it  has  passed  was 
intended  to  disarm  all  opposition.  The  restrictions  it  impose? 
were  called  for,  and  will  doubtless  prove  salutary:] 

AN  ACT  to  promote  Medical  Science.    Passed  April  1,  1854. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: — 

Sec.  1.  It  shall  be  lawful  in  cities  whose  population  exceeds  thirty 
thousand  inhabitants,  to  deliver  to  the  professors  and  teachers  in  med- 
ical colleges  and  schools  in  this  State,  and  for  said  professors  and 
teachers  to  receive  the  remains  or  body  of  any  deceased  person,  for 
the  purpose  of  medical  and  surgical  study:  provided  that  such  remains 
shall  not  have  been  regularly  interred,  and  shall  not  have  been  desired 
for  interment  by  any  relative  or  friend  of  said  deceased  person,  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  death:  provided,  also,  that  the  remains  of  no 
person  who  may  be  known  to  have  relatives  or  friends,  shall  be  so  de- 
livered or  received  without  the  assent  of  said  relatives  or  friends;  and 
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provided  that  the  remains  of  no  one  detained  for  debt,  or  as  a  witness, 
or  on  suspicion  of  crime,  or  of  any  traveller,  nor  of  any  person  who 
shall  have  expressed  a  desire  in  his  or  her  last  sickness  that  his  or  her 
body  may  be  interred,  shall  be  delivered  or  received  as  aforesaid,  but 
shall  be  buried  in  the  usual  manner;  and  provided,  also,  that  in  case 
the  remains  of  any  person  so  delivered  or  received  shall  be  subse- 
quently claimed  by  any  surviving  relative  or  friend,  they  shall  be  given 
up  to  said  relative  or  friend  for  interment.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  6aid  professors  and  teachers  decently  to  bnry  in  some  public 
cemetery  the  remains  of  all  bodies  after  they  shall  have  answered  the 
purposes  of  study  aforesaid;  and  for  any  neglect  or  violation  of  this 
provision  of  this  act,  the  party  so  neglecting  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
penalty  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  or  more  than  fifty  dollars,  to  be 
sued  for  by  the  health  officers  of  said  cities  or  of  other  places  for  the 
benefit  of  their  department. 

Sec.  2.  The  remains  or  bodies  of  such  persons  as  may  be  so  re- 
ceived by  the  professors  and  teachers  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  used  for 
the  purposes  of  medical  and  surgical  study  alone,  and  in  this  State 
only;  and  whoever  shall  use  such  remains  for  any  other  purpose,  or 
shall  remove  such  remains  beyond  the  limits  of  this  state,  or  in  any 
manner  traffic  in  the  same,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  shall,  on  couviction,  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
year  in  a  county  jail. 

Sec.  3.  Every  person  who  shall  deliver  up  the  remains  of  any  de- 
ceased person  in  violation  of,  or  contrary  to,  any  or  all  of  the  provis- 
ions contained  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  every  person  who 
shall  receive  such  remains,  knowing  the  same  to  have  been  delivered 
contrary  to  any  of  the  provisions  of  said  section,  shall  each  and  every 
one  of  them  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Sec  4.  All  laws,  so  far  as  inconsistent  with  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec  5.    This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


COUNTRY  DOCTORS. 

Their  stock  has  risen  in  this  market  since  a  country  doctor  lias  been 
brought  here  to  fill  the  post  of  Health  Officer  of  this  port.  We  see 
by  the  newspapers,  that  the  Board  of  Health  are  said  to  have  called 
a  young  gentleman  from  his  "  lucrative  practice  in  the  country,"  to 
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take  charge  of  the  first  cholera  hospital  in  the  city.  Success  to  these 
movements,  for  the  jealousy  of  city  doctors,  so  often  betrayed  by  our 
brethren  iu  the  country,  will  now,  we  hope,  pass  away.  As  other 
hospitals  are  about  beiug  opened,  we  trust  that  our  brethren  in  the 
country  will  understand  that,  cccleris  paribus,  they  will  have  the  pref- 
erence over  the  city  fraternity,  and  may  enter  into  competition  with- 
out fear.  Whether  the  cholera  hospitals  will  pay  them  for  abandon- 
ing a  '"lucrative  practice"  at  home,  we  cannot  promise  them,  as  "C>  ,  - 
porations  have  no  souls." 


HALL'S  JOURNAL  OF  HEALTH. 

In  the  August  number  of  this  monthly  we  find  an  article  on  tbe 
cholera,  designed  for  popular  enlightenment,  which  is  timely,  and  in 
the  main  judicious.  Dr.  Hall  brings  to  the  subject  professional  a'l 
practical  knowledge,  and  writes  with  much  ability.  And  though 
cannot  endorse  the  entire  article,  regarding  as  we  do  his  definition  de- 
fective and  erroneous,  his  theory  radically  inadequate,  and  his  treat- 
ment imperfect,  yet  there  is  so  much  of  truth  and  good  sense  on  tbi 
subject,  that  we  recommend  this  number  as  one  which  will  amply  repay 
perusal.  The  remedies  that  he  recommends  are,  rest  in  the  horizontal 
posture,  a  woolen  bandage  upon  the  abdomen,  the  liberal  use  of  ice, 
and  calomel  in  doses  of  10  to  20  grains  every  two  or  three  hours.  I 
very  many  cases  there  could  be  no  better  practice,  but  other  and  more 
potent  means  are  often  required.  Nevertheless,  Dr.  Hall's  mode  of 
treatment  is  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  any  other  we  have  seen  in  the 
newspapers,  where  we  have  observed  numerous  "cures,"  so  called, 
which  if  used  will  be  disastrous  and  fatal. 


BOOK  NOTICES. 

The  rules  by  which  this  department  of  the  Gazette  is  governed, 
exempt  us  from  the  complaints  made  in  certain  quarters,  that  indis 
criminate  laudation  is  purchased  and  paid  for  in  the  Journals,  so  that 
the  notices  are  said  to  be  worthless.  Every  book,  whether  medical, 
scientific,  or  miscellaneous,  if  sent  to  us  free  of  expense,  is  examined, 
and  impartially  judged,  according  to  our  best  ability,  and  our  notice 
is  made  irrespective  of  the  interests  of  publisher  or  author.    We  in- 
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Lend  that  our  readers  at  a  distance  shall  know  exactly  what  we  think 
of  the  merits  of  all  such  new  publications,  and  then  be  guided  in  their 
purchase  or  otherwise,  by  their  own  estimate  of  our  honest  judgment, 
taking  it  for  what  it  is  worth.  Our  praise  or  condemnation  is  free 
and  unbiassed  by  any  personal  considerations  whatever,  nor  is  either 
purchasable  by  any  clique  either  in  or  out  of  the  profession. 

An  independent  criticism,  and  none  other,  can  be  had  by  any  pub- 
lisher or  author  who  does  not  fear  this  ordeal.  That  there  are  those 
who  do,  we  have  had  ample  evidence,  and  this  alone  has  prevented 
any  notice  here  of  several  recent  works  of  inferior  merit,  about  which 
inquiries  have  been  made.  We  have  bought  and  read  them,  but  they 
Lave  not  been  sent  to  us  for  criticism,  and  we  refrain,  not  feeling 
called  upon  to  advertise  such  publications. 


Nero  ^publications. 

The  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  on  the  local 
medication  of  Pharyngeal  and  Laryngeal  Diseases,  frequently  mistaken  for  or 
associated  with  Phthisis.  By  John  Hughes  Bennett,  M.  D.,  &c.  Philadelphia, 
Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 

The  republication  of  this  valuable  monograph  by  Professor  Bennett,  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  cannot  fail  to  awaken  increased  interest  among  Amer- 
ican physicians  in  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats,  and,  as  we  hope,  prompt  to  a 
more  rational  diagnosis  and  therapeutical  management  of  this  class  of  diseases. 
To  Dr.  Horace  Green  the  author  expresses  his  obligations  for  the  writings  and 
practice  with  which  he  has  favored  the  profession  ;  and  in  terms  which,  coming 
from  so  high  European  authority,  must  be  an  ample  remuneration  for  the  dispar- 
agement of  envious  rivals  and  paltry  critics  at  home.  And  while  foreign  wri- 
ters, English,  French,  and  German,  are  thus  honoring  an  American  physician  for 
his  contributions  to  the  science,  of  which  they  avail  themselves  so  eagerly,  it  is 
full  time  that  his  own  countrymen  should  be  ashamed  of  their  ignorance  if  not  of 
their  prejudices.    Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat. 

A  Clinical  Introduction  to  the  practice  of  Auscultation,  and  other  modes  of 
physical  diagnosis  in  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  heart.  By  H.  M.  Hughes,  M.  D. 
Philadelphia,  Blanchard  <&  Lea,  1854. 

This  useful  and  practical  manual  has  now  reached  a  second  edition,  including 
the  author's  latest  revisions,  from  which  we  infer  its  appreciation  by  the  profes- 
sion, and  that  its  publishers  have  been  remunerated  for  their  enterprise  in  the 
early  issue  of  so  good  a  book.  It  is  impossible  to  over-rate  the  value  of  physical 
diagnosis,  when  understood  and  practised  by  men  thoroughly  educated  and  clin- 
ically trai  ned  to  familiarity  with  the  rational  signs  of  disease  within  the  thoracic 
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cavity.  Hence  we  hail  it  among  the  best  evidences  of  progress  in  the  right  di- 
rection, when  medical  men  can  be  induced  to  study  etiology  and  semiology  as 
of  paramount  importance  to  scientific  medication.  Dr.  Hughes's  book  will  be  an 
antidote  to  the  abounding  empiricism  in  this  department,  which  we  regard  as  a 
public  calamity.  The  whole  tribe  of  inhalers  and  consumption  curers  will  be 
annihilated,  when  the  blundering  diagnosticians  of  the  profession  proper  shall 
be  either  reformed  by  better  knowledge,  or  driven  from  our  ranks. 

A  Universal  Formulary,  containing  the  methods  of  preparing  and  administer- 
ing Officinal  and  other  medicines.    Adapted  to  Physicians  and  Pharmaceutists. 
By  R.  Eglesfeld  Griffith,  M.  D.,  &c.   Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 
r  A  new  edition  of  this  well-known  work,  edited  by  Robert  P.  Thomas.  M.  D., 
affords  occasion  for  renewing  our  commendation  of  so  useful  a  Hand  Book,  which 
ou^ht  to  be  universally  studied  by  medical  men  of  every  class,  and  made  use  of 
by  way  of  reference  by  office  pupils,  as  a  standard  authority.    It  has  been  much 
enlarged  and  now  condenses  a  vast  amount  of  needful  and  necessary  knowledge 
in  smlll  compass.   The  more  of  such  books  the  better  for  the  profession  and  the 
public. 

The  Moderv  Treatment  of  Syphilitic  Diseases,  &c.,  by  Langston  Parker,  Sur- 
geon to  the  Queen's  Hospital,  Birmingham.  From  the  last  improved  London 
edition.    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1854. 

While  repeating  our  caveat  against  much  of  the  Syphilitic  literature  which  has 
lately  deluged  the  press^we  regard  this  work  as  superior,  in  novelty  and  merit, 
/  to  either  of  the  recent  publications  on  the  subject,  and  accordingly  recommend 
(  it  a  place  in  every  medical  library.    The  writer  has  much  to  say,  understands 
I  his  subject  practically,  and  the  reader  will  find  both  instruction  and  profit.^ 


jitttscellaneous  Jtems. 

Dr.  B.  R.  Wellford  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Materia 
Medica  in  the  Medical  College  of  Virginia,  and  Dr.  Brown  Sequard 
to  the  professorship  of  Physiology  in  the  same  school. 

Professor  L.  M.  Lawson  has  resigned  his  chair  in  the  Ohio  Medical 
College,  the  faculty  of  which  has  been  re-organized.  Professor  Amor 
succeeds  him,  as  we  learn. 

Professor  Bartlett's  ill  health,  we  regret  to  hear,  will  deprive  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  this  city  of  his  services.  At 
the  approaching  session  we  learn  that  Professor  Smith  will  lecture  on 
Materia  Medica,  Professor  Dalton,  of  Buffalo,  on  Physiology,  and 
Professor  Clark  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  This  will 
amount  almost  tore-organization  of  the  Faculty,  or  looks  at  least  like 
preparation  therefor.  The  candidates  for  the  prospective  vacant  chair 
must  pick  their  flints,  and  try  again. 
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The  venerable  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, onr  own  honored  preceptor,  and  the  best  teacher  in  the  coun- 
try, Dr.  William  Gibson,  has  resigned  his  chair.  The  vacancy  is  not 
yet  filled,  although  rumor  assigns  it  to  either  Dr.  Gross,  of  Louisville, 
or  Dr.  Norris,  of  Philadelphia,  cither  of  whom  would  be  a  popular 
appointment. 

Dr.  Benedict  has  resigned  the  Superintendcncy  of  the  N.  Y.  State 
Lunatic  Asylum  at  Utica.  We  regret  to  learn  that  this  step  is  the 
result  of  his  failing  health,  which  renders  a  Southern  climate  neces- 
sary. It  will  be  difficult  to  supply  his  place  with  an  equally  capable 
man. 

The  American  Journal  of  Insanity  appears  in  a  new  and  improved 
dress.  Its  able  editor,  Dr.  T.  R.  Beck,  has  retired  in  consequence  of 
his  other  engagements  and  ill  health,  but  it  is  still  ably  conducted. 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  have  endowed  the  Female  Medi- 
cal College  of  Boston  with  $5000,  so  that  the  manufacture  of  Yankee 
girls  into  doctors  is  to  be  a  fixed  fact.  If  they  are  young  and  hand- 
some, they  will  be  dangerous  rivals  to  the  many  ugly  old  bachelors 
who  so  abound  among  us,  unless  they  can  amalgamate  by  copartner- 
ship, and  each  "  twain  become  one  flesh." 

Dr.  John  G.  Adams,  "  Ancicn  Editeur,"  "Ancieu  Secretaire,"  &c. 
&c,  is  out  in  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Times,  announcing  his  arrival  "just 
from  Paris,"  in  the  precise  style  of  certain  other  professional  savans, 
hair  dressers,  dancing  masters,  and  ladies'  shoemakers,  like  whom  he 
should  put  on  his  sign,  in  gold  letters,  "Just  from  Paris!"  He  de- 
clares his  proverb  to  be,  "  See  Paris  and  then  live!  for  you  have  only 
commenced  your  existence!"  The  poor  doctors  who  have  not  been  lucky 
enough  to  "  sec  Paris,"  he  considers  yet  in  embryo,  and  without  via- 
bility. 

A  new  Medical  Journal  has  just  been  issued  at  Evansville,  Indiana; 
and  still  another  at  San  Francisco,  California.    Success  to  them  all. 

Dr.  Elliott,  of  this  city,  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Professor  of 
Obstetrics  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  this  city. 

The  "non-governing"  Faculty  at  the  N.  Y.  University  would  seem 
to  have  become  defunct.    What  a  pity! 

We  are  sincerely  sorry  to  learn  that  the  health  of  Professor  John 
A .  Swett  has  declined  of  late  so  rapidly  as  to  awaken  apprehensions, 
among  his  friends,  that  the  chair  he  holds  in  the  University  will  shortly 
be  vacant;  or  perhaps  his  lack  of  service  may  be  supplied  by  the  re- 
call of  one  of  the  subs. 

Professor  N.  S.  Davis  has  become  the  editor  of  the  North  Western 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  of  Chicago,  111.  Dr.  D.  is  an  ardent 
student  and  an  able  writer,  as  his  journal  will  prove,  if  the  profession 
sustain  him  in  the  enterprise. 
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NEW  YORK  SURGERY  AT  A  DISCOUNT. 

In  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  for  July,  1854,  Dr. 
Geo.  W.  Norris  has  published  a  statistical  account  of  the  amputations 
performed  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  from  1840  to  1850,  together 
with  a  summary  of  the  20  years'  experience  in  that  and  other  hospi- 
tals. It  is  a  humiliating  exhibition  for  the  New  York  Hospital,  the 
comparative  mortality  being  so  unfavorable  to  the  surgeons  of  the 
latter  institution.  Our  readers  have  been  prepared  for  such  a  picture 
by  our  comments  in  former  numbers  on  the  improper  appointments  of 
mere  cutters  instead  of  surgeons  in  our  hospital,  and  the  absence  of 
any  regard  to  the  true  principles  of  conservative  surgery.  We  shall 
remark  on  these  tables  in  a  future  issue.  The  great  mortality  here 
can  be  accounted  for  by  better  reasons  than  the  use  of  anaesthetics,  which 
Dr.  Norris  charitably  suggests.  We  shall  be  able  to  show  that  bad 
surgery  is  the  root  of  the  evil,  by  untimely,  unnecessary  and  unsurgi- 
cal  surgery,  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  science,  as  held 
and  taught  by  the  masters  of  the  art, — operations  performed  for  the 
sake  of  the  operation,  reckless  of  surgical  authority,  and  of  the  pa- 
tient's safety.  These  are  grave  matters  until  the  details  are  forth- 
coming, as  we  hope,  in  our  next  number. 


Reflections  upon  the  Life  of  Medical  Men. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  that,  after  a  long  life  devoted  to  a  pursuit  full 
of  anxiety,  responsibility  and  personal  sacrifice,  our  career  is  arrested 
by  disease  or  premature  old  age.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  very 
few  in  the  profession  of  medicine  reach  that  common  allotment  of 
"  three  score  and  ten."  The  reason  is  found  in  the  painfully  rigorous 
and  exacting  nature  of  the  profession.  Before  the  physician  reaches 
bis  meridian,  there  can  be  seen  the  marks  of  corroding  care  deeply 
furrowed  in  his  face,  and  evidences  of  premature  descendence.  He 
is  made  but  too  conscious  of  this  in  the  absence  of  that  vigor,  elasti- 
city, and  physical  energy  evinced  by  others,  no  younger  than  himself, 
but  in  different  positions.  His  long  intercourse  with  affliction,  and 
the  painful  contemplation  of  the  sorrows  of  his  fellow-men,  tend  to 
subdue  the  spirits  and  destroy  their  elasticity  by  the  austere  habits  of 
his  life.  Thus  physically  and  mentally  he  pays  the  penalty  of  his 
choice  of  a  profession;  honorable  and  exalted  as  it  may  be,  when  faith- 
fully and  honorably  filled,  is  nevertheless  the  most  imperative  and  ex- 
acting of  all  others.  He  looks  back  upon  his  career,  and  in  reflecting 
upon  the  scenes  through  which  he  has  passed,  the  exposures  he  has 
suffered,  the  great  injustice  which  too  often  he  has  been  compelled  to 
endure,  and  there  is  nothing  but  a  deep  sense  of  duty  which  he  owed 
to  benevolence  and  humanity  which  would  induce  him  to  retrace  his 
history  or  undergo  the  untold  sufferings,  mental  and  physical,  through 
which  he  has  passed. 
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We  have  often  looked  into  the  deep  fissures  which  care  and  anxiety 
had  furrowed  in  the  faces  of  those  of  our  brethren  who  had  hearts  to 
feel,  and  whose  long  experience  had  put  their  feelings  to  the  test,  and 
wondered  that  even  a  smile  could  dispel  the  dark  cloud  which  overcast 
their  countenances.  It  did  appear  to  me  that  I  could  see  the  working 
of  a  mind  engaged  in  deep  retrospection  upon  some  scenes  and  inci- 
dents which  memory,  ever  busy,  was  bringing  into  view.  The  thought 
of  the  dying  struggles  of  a  beautiful  and  innocent  babe,  an  only  child, 
the  fondest  object  of  a  mother's  love,  comes  athwart  his  memory, 
and  a  pang  of  metal  suffering  contracts  the  muscles  of  his  countenance, 
and  an  irrepressible  sigh  is  involuntarily  drawn.  The  recollection  of 
the  last  moments  of  a  young  and  an  affectionate  wife,  over  whose 
conch  he  had  hung  for  days  and  nights  together,  tortured  by  an  in- 
tensity of  anxiety  which  no  language  can  describe,  and  under  a  respon- 
sibility which  was  most  crushing  to  his  moral  powers.  But  death  had 
triumphed  over  the  resources  of  art  and  science.  These,  with  num- 
berless other  trials,  are  ours  to  encounter,  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
he  soon  wears  away  and  finally  sinks  under  the  accumulated  weight 
of  care  and  labor  which,  anticipating  the  ordinary  and  natural  law  of 
decline  and  loss,  grind  him  down,  enervates  his  physical  man,  and  soon 
he  is  driven  to  his  repose  in  the  cold  and  silent  grave.  We  have  been 
led  to  these  reflections  upon  the  perusal  of  a  letter  from  a  distinguished 
medical  friend,  and  one  for  whom  wo  entertain  the  most  profound  es- 
teem, respect  and  affection.  Like  ourselves,  he  has  passed  over  a  rug- 
ged pathway  in  his  professional  career,  and  like  ourselves  too,  ho  can 
look  back  in  the  past  upon  a  picture  whose  back  ground  is  cast  in 
melancholy  shades,  with  here  and  there  a  brighter  object  in  relief. 
We  will  give  his  own  thoughts  in  the  following  beautiful  and  touching 
paragraph : 

"111  health  and  premature  decrepitude  have  necessarily  drawn  me 
into  retirement,  from  the  field  of  general  practice.  Although  I  may 
be  said  to  be  in  the  prime  of  life,  yet  such  is  the  prostrated  condition 
of  my  physical  powers  that  I  am  compelled  to  relinquish  a  profession 
which  I  could  not,  under  other  and  more  favorable  circumstances, 
leave  sooner  than  a  fond  mother  could  forsake  her  sucking  child.  I 
have  thought  some  of  visiting  your  city  to  avail  myself  of  such  advice 
and  counsel  as  the  Faculty  could  give,  in  order  to  improve  my  health, 
if  thought  by  yourself  and  colleagues  possible.  But  for  my  part  1 
am  quite  discouraged  and  depressed,  and  I  fear  there  is  not  sufficient 
recuperative  energy  left  me  to  rally  under  the  most  skillful  treatment, 
having  tried  faithfully  every  remedy  offering  the  least  hope  of  success. 

"I  have  now  nearly  crossed  the  'stormy  sea'  of  professional  life, 
and  may  be  said  to  be  standing  upon  the  other  shore,  awaiting  the 
call  of  the  '  Great  Physician'  to  depart  hence,  and  thereby  escape  the 
afflictions  of  the  mortal  body  for  a  life  everlasting,  free  from  sorrow, 
pain  and  suffering.  In  reviewing  my  past  life  as  a  member  of  an  hon- 
orable profession,  I  am  consoled  in  the  belief  that  in  my  limited  and 
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humble  sphere  I  never  knowingly  did  anything  calculated  to  impair 
the  credit,  or  debase  the  dignity  of  the  profession;  and  although  I  am 
in  a  great  measure  retired  and  buried  from  the  medical  world,  I  shall 
always  look  after  the  honor  and  purity  of  the  faculty,  as  I  would 
watch  after  and  protect  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  wife  of  my 
youth." 

Such  sentiments  are  worthy  of  the  noble,  generous,  and  lofty  mind 
that  conceived  them,  and  should  be  adopted  by  every  member  of  the 
profession.  For  our  part  we  could  not  subdue  a  rising  emotion  which 
swelled  our  bosom  and  moistened  the  eye  with  a  sympathising  tear, 
when  reading  the  letter  containing  the  above  extract,  and  of  offering 
up  a  silent  prayer  that  he  might  be  relieved  of  his  sufferings  and  speed- 
ily return  to  the  enjoyment  of  health,  and  be  allowed  many  years  to 
live.  We  cannot  well  spare  such  men  from  among  us,  even  if  they 
live  in  rctiracy,  for  their  moral  influence  must  be  felt,  not  only  in  com- 
munity, but  particularly  in  the  professional  ranks. — Iowa  Med.  Jovr. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  July  2d,  1854,  at  Cornwall,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Isaac  Greene, 
M.  D.,  of  this  city,  in  the  40th  year  of  his  age,  after  a  tedious  illness, 
brought  on  by  the  toils  and  exposures  iucident  to  his  arduous  pro- 
fession. 

Dr.  Greene  was  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic  devotee  of  his  profession, 
an  amiable  and  benevolent  man,  a  laborious  and  successful  practitioner, 
and  exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He  served  some  ten  years 
in  the  medical  staff  of  the  Eastern  Dispensary  of  this  city;  and  in 
1849  lie  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Cholera  Hospital  in  Stanton 
Street.  Having  also  officiated  as  one  of  the  attending  surgeons  of 
Bellevne  Hospital,  the  Medical  Board  have  paid  the  following  tribute 
to  his  memory: 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Bellevue  Hospital, 
held  July  1th,  1854,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  by  the  dispensation  of  Providence,  our  friend  and  col- 
league, Dr.  Isaac  Greene,  has  been  removed  from  amongst  us;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  death  of  one  so  highly  esteemed  for  his  kind 
and  amiable  feelings,  his  gentlemanly  bearing  and  professional  attain- 
ments, is  greatly  deplored  by  us  all. 

Resolved,  That,  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Greene,  Bellevue  Hospital  has 
been  deprived  of  the  services  of  one  who,  during  the  five  years  he 
was  connected  with  the  institution,  distinguished  himself  for  his  assid- 
uous attention  to  his  duties,  and  his  uniform  kindness  to  the  sick  under 
his  charge. 

Resolved,  That  for  his  afflicted  family  we  feel  the  deepest  sorrow, 
and  respectfully  tender  them  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 
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Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  transmitted  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  also  to  the  Board  of  Ten  Governors. 

JOHN  W.  FRANCIS,  M.  D., 
Chas.  D.  Smith,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  Board. 

Secretary  of  Med.  Board. 
Similar  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Governors  of 
the  Alms  House,  through  the  Hon.  Simeon  Draper,  their  President. 

Meeting  of  the  Members  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  the 
City  of  Troy. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  was  called  at  the  Court  House,  on  Fri- 
day, the  lGth  inst.,  to  take  into  consideration  the  much  lamented 
death  of  one  of  their  number,  Dr.  Amatus  Bobbins.  On  motion,  D. 
A.  Skilton  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Dr.  Taylor  Lewis  Secre- 
tary. On  motion,  Drs  Blatchford  and  Brinsmade  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  draft  resolutions.  The  following  resolutions  were  offer- 
ed, which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  learns  with  the  most  sincere  regret  of 
the  death  of  Dr.  Amatus  Bobbins,  of  this  city,  who  for  the  last  forty 
years  has  been  in  the  uninterrupted  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  pro- 
fessional duties. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  sincerely  mourn  his  death,  we  are  thank- 
ful to  our  Heavenly  Father  that,  in  his  merciful  goodness,  he  has  so 
long  spared  the  "beloved  Physician"  to  cheer  us  by  his  presence,  to 
aid  us  by  his  advice,  and  benefit  us  by  his  example;  and  that  we  seek 
consolation  in  humble  reliance  that  his  blameless  life,  and  the  trust 
which  he  had  in  the  efficacy  of  Christ's  atonement,  has  secured  him  a 
blissful  immortality. 

Resolved,  That  in  this  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  we  have 
lost  one  of  our  most  active,  worthy  and  honorable  members,  and  in 
the  chamber  of  sickness  one  of  our  safest  and  most  reliable  counsellors. 
The  loss  to  some  of  us  seems  most  irreparable. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  attend  his  funeral  to-morrow  afternoon  at 
three  o'clock,  in  a  body,  and  wear  the  customary  badge  of  mourning. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  published  in  our  daily  papers, 
signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary,  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  of 
the  Medical  Journals  in  this  State,  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal,  and,  through  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Edwards,  to  the  af- 
flicted relatives  of  the  deceased. 

At  the  request  of  the  members  present,  Dr.  Blatchford  consented 
to  deliver  a  eulogy  on  the  life  of  our  late  but  much  esteemed  brother. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned.  Signed,  A.  J.  Skii.ton,  Pres't, 
Taylor  Lewis,  Secretary. 


Receipts  not  otherwise  acknowledged. 

Drs.  Gaston,  2;  Ganish,  2;  Brush,  2;  Rochester,  2;  Maupin,  2;  Osborn,  2; 
Swift,  J:  Piatt,  2;  La  Roche,  2;  Rowc,  2;  Underhill,  2;  Losee,  3:  Rouse,  4; 
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NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

THE  NEXT  ANNUAI,  COURSE 
OF  LECTURES  in  the  New  York 
Medicil  College,  will  commence  on  Wednesday, 
18th  October,  1854. 

Horace  Green,  M.  P.,  President  of  the  Faculty, 
and  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Med- 
icine. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  P.,  Professor  of  Ma 
teria  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

B.  Fordtce  Barker,  If-  D.,  Professor  of  Mid- 
wifery and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

R.  Ogden  Doremus,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry and  Medica!  Jurisprudence. 

J.  M.  Carnociian,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Operations  of  Surgery  with  Surgical 
Pathology. 

Edmund  R.  Peast.ee,  M  P.,  Professor  of  Gene- 
ral, Descriptive,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy. 

Edward  H.  Parker,  M.  P.,  Professor  of  Physi 
ology  and  Pathology. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  P.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

A  Fall  Course  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Isador  Gluck,  M.  P.,  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

David  Uhl,  M.  P.,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  lectures  will  com- 
mence on  Wednesday,  the  4th  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  Medical  Students. 

The  dissecting-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Class- 
es on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a 
most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully  rep 
resenting  external  and  internal  Pathology, togeth- 
er with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  any  other  city. 
The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  New  York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and 
Emigrant's  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Pispensaries  of 
the  city.  A  Surgical,  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstet 
rical  Clinique  will  be  held  weekly  by  the  Profes- 
sors of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and 
subjects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished 
for  the  students. 


FEES.  Matriculation,    $5;  Demonstrator's 

Ticket,  $5;  the  full  Course,  $105;  for  the  final 
xamination,  $30. 

R.  OGDEN  DOBKMTJS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
New  York  Hectical  College,  East  Thirteenth  St., 
near  Broadway. 


i  F.  B  A  *<  V    11  K  I)  I  t  A  1,  COXt- 

-A-  L£GE . — The  next  Cimrse  of  Lectures  will 
commence  on  Tuesday,  the  hth  of  SeptemJ/er,  1854. 

Two  full  Courses  of  lectures  are  delivered  an- 
nually.   The  Fall  Course  commences  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.     Each  Course 
continuing  sixteen  weeks.    Pegrees  are  conferred 
at  the  close  of  each  term. 
Alden  March,  M.  P.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
James  McNacgiiton,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
James  H.  Armkby,  M.  P.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
Thomas  Huh,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

Howard  Town-send,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 
Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  p.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  a  single  course,  $60;  for  two  courses 
paid  in  advance.  $100.  Matriculation  fee,  $5 
Graduation  fee.  $20. 

Material  for  dissection, abundant;  and  furnish- 
ed to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  NewYork 
and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Op- 
portunities for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed 
to  be  equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the 
country  Price  of  Board  from  $2,50  to  $3,50  per 
week.  HOWARP  TOWNPENR,  Registrar. 


P0ETEAIT  OF  A.  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D. 

PII YSICI A1VS  or  others  wishing  to  pos 
sess  an  accurate  steel  engraved  likeness  o 
Dr.  Stevens,  can  be  supplied  by  applving  to  S.  S 
&  W.  WOOD,  261  Pearl  st. ;  BA1I.I  JERE,  Broad 
way;  JOHN  MEAKIM,  497  Broadway;  C  APOM 
SON,  698  Broadway,  or  to  the  undersigned. 

A.  I).  F.  RANPOLPH,  683  Broadway 
fl®*Price  twenty-five  cents. 
New  Y'ork.  August,  1854. 
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MARSH'S  RADICAL  CURE 
TRUSS — The  peculiarity  of  this  Truss 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certaiuty  with 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
oater  and  inner  ring,  thus  effectually  support- 
ing the  bowel,  and  keeping  it  absolutely  w  ithin 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  the 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  ;  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certainty 
with  which  this  is  done,  and  the  complete  im- 
mobility of  the  pad  ;  when  he  is  told  that  the 
pad  is  an  oitti  ring,  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening, 
the  integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  internal  and  external  circumfer 
ence  of  the  pad,  and  thus  effectually  securing  il 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  most 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  1  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retain- 
ing Truss  ;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  open 
ing  of  the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  i> 
known  to  every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  rnosl 
.siMy  produced  by  external  mechanical  pressure 
is  equally  apparent  to  the  common  sense  of  every 
reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea 
ble  by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  has  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  ot 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad. 
attached  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  u 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  o 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
.screw;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressure 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  o! 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  trus* 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba 
lion  of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  met 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par 
ker,  Carnachan,  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  ot 
this  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor- 
ough trials  in  volumnious  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  seven 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct. 
Uec.se  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

MARSH- &  CO.'S 

UNION  ORTHOP-KDIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  3  1-3  Maiden  Lane, 
NEW-YORK. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians,  Inven 
tors  and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Support 
for  Lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine, 
for  the  euro  of  Club-Feet,  Bowlegs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities,  Elastic  Stockings  and 
Knee-Caps;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veius 
&c. 

A  new  style  of  Suspensory  Bandage,  superioi 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  New  and 
Improved  Light,  Elastic  Suspender  Shoulder 
Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening 
A  comprehensive  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip 
Cive  of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  illuslra 


ted  by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 

for  its  relief,  will  be  sent  gratis  to  Physicians  on 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


C1ASTEETOIY  MEDICAL  COL- 
J    IiEUK  There  are  two  full  Courses  of 

Lectures  annually,  in  Castleton  Medical  College. 

The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Actvmnal  Session 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
will  continue  four  months. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medics 
and  Obstetrics. 

Wiujam  Swketskr,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 
Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 
William  C.  KimunoE,  A.  IS.,  Trof.  of  Medical 
lurisprudence. 

Coryolon  I<a  Ford,  M.  P.,  Professor  of  Anato 
my  and  Physiology. 

George  Hudley,  M.  P.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History. 

AdkainT.  Woodward,  M.  P.,  Pemonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  ;  Board  from 
i'2,00  to  $2,50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  M.  P., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Castleton,  Vermont,  Dec.  1,  1853. 

flTIYIVERSITlfof  LOUISVILLE, 

•J  Medical  DfcFARrwENT. — The  Eighteenth  an- 
nual course  of  lectures  in  this  Department  will 
commence  on  the  30th  of  October  next,  and  ter 
rainate  on  the  last  of  February,  under  the  fol- 
lowing arrangement: 

Benjamin  R.  Palmkr,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Descrip 
tive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lunsford  P.  Yandkll,  M.  P  ,  Prof,  of  Physi- 
ology and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  P.  Gross,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Obsteric  Medi 
cine. 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  P.,  Trof.  of  Materia  Medica 

and  Therapeutics. 

J.  Ijwrencb  Smith,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Flint,  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  anil 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  P.,  Demonstrator  of  An 
atomy  and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  lectures  of  each 
Professor,  is  $15,  ($105  in  all,)  payable  invari- 
ably in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library  fee 
together,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Practical 
Anatomy  and  Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken 
at  least  once  before  graduation.  Rooms  open 
from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  de 
livered,  without  additional  charge,  during  thu 
month  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  at 
the  Louisville  Marine  Hospital.  Ticket  $5,  to  bo 
;akcn  once  before  graduation. 

A  (  Unique  has  been  established  in  connection 
ivilh  the  University,  at  which  cases  are  exam 
ined,  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  pres 
ence  of  the  class. 

l£g-Uood  boarding  can  be  procured  at  $3  a  week . 

L.  P.  YANPEIJ,,  M.  P., 
Juno  14th,  1854.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  . 
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IMPORTANT  TO  THE 

MEDICAL  FACULTY 
DEALERS  IN  MEDICINES. 

The  Undersigned,  Importers  and  Wholesale  Dealers,  offer  for 
Kale  a  very  extensive  and  choice  selection  of  fresh  and  lately 
imported  Drugs,  Chemicals,  kc.,  at  prices  lower  than  heretofore 
asked  in  this  market.  They  are  the  POLE  AGENTS  for  the 
UNITED  STATES,  CUBA,  MEXICO,  and  the  WEST  INDIES,  for  the 
celebrated  M.VH1F.Y  CAYLUS  COPAIVA  BAI.SAM  GLUTEN  CAP- 
S1UJC,  approved  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris  and 
I,ondon. 

These  Capsules  are  distinguished  from  the  other  preparations 
of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantages  : 

1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  necessity  the  use  of 
a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  genuine.  Now  it  is  manifest  that  this 
substance  succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of  purity. 
The  same  condition  not  being  indisponsible  in  the  Gelatine  Cap- 
sules, it  frequently  happens  that  it  is  adulterated.  There  are 
even  some  sold  that  merely  contain  oil  slightly  impreijnaled  with 
Copaiva, — an  infamous  fraud  which  could  hardly  he  believed,  did 
not  recent  experiments,  made  by  professors  of  the  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  College,  afford  ample  proofs. 

2d.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  they  con- 
tain as  much  Copaiva,  which  is  explained  by  the  difference  in  the 
thickness  of  the  envelope;  the  Gluten  Capsules  weighing  2  grains, 
whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsules  weigh  12,  which  can  be  easily 
proved. 

3d.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that  they  succeed  nhere 
other  medicines  have  proved  a  failure. 
Lastly,  their  regular  shape  and  small  volume,  so  favorable  to  deglutition,  their  agreeable  appear- 
ance, which  is  more  like  a  sugar  plum  than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  moro  easy,  even  for  the 
most  qualmish  medicine  takers. 

JKjp  Also  constantly  on  hand  Capsules  of  Copaiva  and  Cubebfl,  Copaiva  and  Ratanhia,  Copaiva 
and  Citrate  of  Iron.  Copaiva  and  Magnesia. 

Each  Bottle  holds  64  Capsules.  They  are  to  be  obtained  Wholesale  and  Retail,  at  the  principal 
Druggists.    Also  at  the  GENERAL  DEPOT.  No.  32  JOHN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

HIX,  CATAIX5GNE  &  CO. 


UNIVERSITY  of  IVASHVIEEE. 
Medical  Department. — The  Fourth  Annual 
<3ourse  of  lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com 
mence  on  Monday,  the  30tli  of  October  next, 
and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lrxnsurr,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

C.  K.  Winston,  M.  D., Materia  Medica  and  Mod 
ical  Jurisprudence. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho 
logical  Anatomy. 

Thomas  R.  Jennings,  M.  D.,  Institutes  of  Med 
icine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Paul  F.  Evb,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

William  T.  Bricos,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  Stu 
dents  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  to 
all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors 
commencing  also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October 

AClinique  has  heen  established,  in  connection 
with  the  University,  at  which  operations  an 
performed  and  cases  presented  for  and  lectured 
opon  in  presence  of  the  class. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  to  accommo 
date  all  persons  requiring  surgical  operations. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  lectures  in  the  University 
is  $105.  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only,) 
$5;  Practical  Anatomy  $10;  Graduation  fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  for  $3  00  per  week. 
Further  information  can  be  obtained  by  address- 
ing the  Dean.    J.  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  March,  1854. 


THE  «KTn<IP(EBIO  HVHTS- 
TUTIOJV,for  the  cure  of  deformities, 
457,  459  and  461  Pacific  Street,  South  Brooklyn 
affords  to  in-door  patients,  afflicted  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda- 
tion, Orthopaedic  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
at  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  private  patients  only.  The 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
clinical  instruction  will  be  given  to  Medical  Stu 
lents,  who  may  favor  the  institution  with  their 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re 
-pectfully  invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
(heir  attention  and  visits. 
Physician  of  the  Institution, 

L.  BAUER,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
(Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ortho- 
paedic Institution  in  Manchester,  G.  11.  lx>w.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  etc. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  " PALMER'S  PATENT,55 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  Philadelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG,  invented  by  B.  P.  PALMER,  and  Manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  bo  far  superior  to  any 
thing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  country  or  in  Europe.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  it3  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  "THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  IJMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
veight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.    It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb.  * 


had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  and 
testimonials,  made  by  the  moat  eminently  scien- 
tific Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
test  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  covntry. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Priie  Medal,  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented, 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux,  Paris,  forty  years,  and  M.  LALLEMAND, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H. 
GREEN  Esq.,  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
«ise  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated  ; 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per 
sons,  are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
«oantry,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit : 

"I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  itsexecution  is  beau- 
tiful ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos 
ness  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VAL  ENTTNE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University 

New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 

"I  have  seen  several  °f  the  Artificial  Legs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use, 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  1 
am  acquainted.        WILI^ARD  PARKER,  M.  D 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  29,  1851 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man 
sfactured  by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  have 
been  »perated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  thie 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  I). 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 

Surgion  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hoapital  etc. 
New  York,  April  12, 1853  " 


Gentlkmk.v. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers.   Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon. 
To  Messrs  B.  F.  Pouter  &  Co. 
U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1851." 
"I  have  examined  the  Artificial  Leg  construc- 
ted by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  D. 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

PHiuDEU>rjiA,  March  27, 1851. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College,  Phila." 

I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  1 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn." 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851. 

SUKGKOWH  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  h  Co. ,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
seem  possible.  We  recommend  them  with  plea- 
sure and  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 
assistance 


Surgeons  and  PhysicUuu 
to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 


JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
S.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
J.  MASON  WARREN, 
I).  H.  STORER, 

N.  B. — All  orderB  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  «Uo  the 
states  of  New  England,  muBt  be  Bent  to  SpriDg- 
field,  Mass.,  where  they  will  be  executed.  All 
others  to  Philadelphia. 

E.  F.  PALMER,  R.  D.  HUDSON 

A.  S.  CURRIER. 
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OTTO  &  KCEHLER, 

MANUFACTURERS  OK 

SURGICAL  &  ORTHOPEDICAL 

MACHINES, 

AND 

Instruments,  Trusses,  Bandages,  Sic, 

No.  58  Chatham  Street,  (2d  Floor, ) 

New  York. 

All  kinds  oflnstruments,  Tools,  and  Scissors  mailt' 
repaired  and  ground,  at  the  shortest  notice. 

"  ETHER-PEARLsT5r 

DEliLUC  &  CO.  would  respectful h  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  faculty  to  a 
nsw  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  h\ 
which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  rtmedy  is 
given,  without  smell,  taste  or  evaporation  ;  they 
have  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Tannatc  of  Quinine, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Iiurreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents 

DELLUC  &  CO., 

iPHAMACSBTSCM,  OEHISTS 

581  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— We  invite  attention 
to  our  assortment  of  TOIIJCT  ARTICIJOS 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well  to 
give  as  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c,  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 
The  KEI'HALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up  in 
beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  re 
tailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give 
dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Cummercial  Adrertiser,"  of  this  city, 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — ' 1  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kepha 
lia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and 
promoeting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undent 
ably  fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  ustd  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence." 

Manufactured  by 
A.  k  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only  by  A. 
&  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y.,  is  uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made, 
and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted  gen- 
uine, an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com 
plexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear- 
ness and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk  alabaster,  Ax 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich  st.,  New  York. 


KNICKERBOCKER  LIFE  IN- 
HCRAIVCE  COMPAMY.o»Tm 

City  ok  Nkw  Yokk,  corner  of  Fourteenth  Street 
and  Eighth  Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker 
Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen- 
eral Insurance  law  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  deposited  $100,000  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
■i  security  for  the  insured,  additional  to  the 
receipts  of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transact 
the  usual  business  of  life  Insurance  on  the  most 
favorable  terms  consistent  with  security  and 
stability. 

Policies  granted  with  or  without  participation 

in  profits. 

DIRECTORS  : 
jjrastus  Lyman,  Henry  Dean, 

loseph  W.  Savage,         Isaac  Hendricks, 
'ohn  13.  Hitching,         Henry  Dubois, 
James  P.  Gibbons,         M.  Hopper  Mott, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr.     I>orain  Freeman, 
Isaac  Kip,  Jr.  Henry  Lefman, 

Pierre  C.  Kane,  Hon.  W.  Wright, 

William  Charter.^,  John  M'Chain, 

Mark  Cornell,  John  Denham, 

S.  C.  Wheeler,  J.  W.  Howe, 

J.  H.  Homer,  John  A.  Gun, 

I!.  F.  Manierre,  W.  E.  Smith  Jr. 

CummingB  H.  Tucker,    William  Winslow, 
Richard  H.  Bull,  Concklin  L.  Martin, 

Anthony  Thornton,       A.  Bridgeman, 
Robert  Ayres,  George  M.  Vannort, 

Gen.  Elijah  Ward,         Henry  D.  Crane, 
William  A.  Wheeler,      Charles  O.  Richardson, 
Abel  Thompson,  John  S.  Meyer, 

"  R.  Howell,  Edward  Coles, 

William  W.  Cornell,       Henry  B.  Bolster, 
ames  R.  Del  Vecchio,    James  M.  Chapman, 
James  Stephens. 
ERASTUS  LYMAN,  President. 
STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER,  Vice  President. 
RICHARD  If.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 
RICHARD  H.  BULL,  Actuary. 
DAVID  M.  REESE,  M.  D. ,  Medical  Examiner,  802 
Broadway. 


COMMERCLAL  ADVERTISER 

JOB  PRINTING  OFFICE. 

Corner  of  Pine  and  William  Sta.,  N.  Y. 

THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER,  having  en 
larged  their  building,  have  appropriated  a  portion 
of  it  for  a  general  and  extensive 

B©©K  &  I©1  PBJMTIM6  OFFICE. 

Its  business  will  be  conducted  by  Francis  A. 
Hall,  Jon.-*  G.  Clattom  and  John  Mzdolb,  un- 
der the  firm  of 

HALL,  CLAYTON  &  CO. 

With  a  large  stock  of  entirely  new  Type,  an 
ami'le  equipment  of  Machine  Presses  of  the  most 
approved  construction,  with  Steam  for  ths 
motive  power,  and  the  aid  of  the  most  skillful 
practical  assistants  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, the  proprietors  feel  authorized  to  say, 
that  their  facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  any 
other  establishment  for  the  prompt  and  satis- 
factory execution  of  all  work  which  may  bo 
entrusted  to  them. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Druggists'  Print 
ng  of  nil  descriptions,  in  block  or  colored  inks. 
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Practical  and  Theoretical  Eeasons  for  the  necessity  of  Cleanliness  as  a  means  of 
preservation  from  Epidemic  and  other  Diseases. 

By  W.  C.  Wali.ack.  M.  D. 

That  Epidemic  diseases  arise  from  impurity  of  the  air,  is  an  opinion 
which  has  been  long  entertained;  but  in  what  manner  the  air  becomes 
infected  could  not  be  explained,  as  the  closest  observations  of  physi- 
cians, and  the  most  careful  analyses  of  chemists,  failed  to  detect  any 
unusual  change  in  the  constituents  of  the  atmosphere.  Some  ascribed 
the  impurity  to  fermentation,  but  fermentation  itself  was  an  inexplica- 
ble process  until  the  year  1837,  when  Cagniard  Latour  demonstrated, 
by  the  microscope,  that  it  is  produced  by  minute  plants,  either  single 
or  in  rows,  containing  from  two  to  eight.  In  freshly  expressed  grape- 
iuicc,  it  is  thirty-six  hours  before  a  few  of  these  fungi  or  microscopic 
plants  arc  observed,  but  when  once  they  begin  to  form,  or  when  added 
as  yeast,  their  propagation  is  rapid.  By  evolution  of  carbonic  acid, 
the  little  chemists  soon  effect  an  entire  change  in  the  composition  of 
the  liquid,  and  only  cease  their  labors  when  nourishment  is  exhausted, 
■or  they  are  destroyed  by  the  alcohol  they  produce.  In  the  same  year 
it  was  announced  by  Bassi,  that  the  disease  of  the  silk-worm,  called 
Muscardine,  was  produced  by  a  kind  of  moss,  sometimes  growing  on 
stones,  a  very  small  portion  of  which,  introduced  among  these  insects, 
is  propagated  within  their  bodies,  and,  by  passing  from  one  to  an- 
other, whole  colonies  are  destroyed.  In  1839,  Schonlciu  discovered 
the  vegetable  character  of  milk  crust,  which  was  afterwards  traced  to 
t,Lc  mouse.  In  1840,  Grube  ascertained  that  the  complaint  called 
Sprue,  or  Apthous  Sore  Mouth,  which  resembles  the  mould  on  decay- 
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ing  paste,  may  be  propagated  by  transferring  some  of  the  diseased 
production,  not  only  from  the  mouth  of  one  infant  to  that  of  another, 
but  also  to  milk  or  other  organic  matter,  and  after  propagation  on  the 
uew  locality,  it  may  be  again  produced  in  the  mouths  of  children.  In 
1840,  Ilenle  published  his  views  that  some  epidemic  diseases  arise 
from  parasites,  and  others  from  miasma,  which  he  does  not  attempt  to 
define.  Without  acquaintance  with  the  observations  of  Latour,  Bas- 
si,  or  Henle,  the  writer  published,  in  1845,  a  synopsis  of  what  follows, 
In  1849,  Professor  Mitchell,  of  Philadelphia,  wrote  an  elaborate  work 
on  the  same  subject. 

IVom  the  above  facts,  established  by  experiment,  we  may  reasona- 
bly conclude  that  epidemic  diseases  are  of  a  fungous  character;  that 
they  are  occasioned  by  parasites,  each  reproducing  its  kind  according 
to  the  laws  of  organic  life;  and  that  their  seeds  are  diffused  through 
the  atmosphere  just  as  the  seeds  constituting  the  powder  of  the  common 
puff  ball  are  dispersed  by  the  winds  to  places  suitable  for  their  growth, 
in  quantities  so  minute  that  the  most  accomplished  chemist  cannot 
detect  their  existence;  yet  they  grow  and  propagate  when  they  find 
suitable  localities. 

Some  diseases  are  of  a  purely  chemical  character,  such  as  those- 
produced  by  the  formation  of  lactic  or  lithic  acids,  in  rheumatism  and 
gout;  of  hydrochloric  acid  in  dyspepsia;  of  sugar  in  diabetes,  or  of 
vitiated  bile  in  certain  varieties  of  abdominal  derangement.  Some, 
as  worms,  hydatids,  &c,  are  animal  parasites,  and,  as  has  been  rela- 
ted, others  are  of  a  vegetable  character.  Of  the  latter,  some  are  pe- 
culiar to  the  body  itself ;  whereas  others  are  common  to  it,  and  inani- 
mate matter;  and  as  peculiar  temperatures  and  soils  are  requisite  fo? 
the  development  of  vegetables  of  larger  growth,  certain  conditious  are 
also  necessary  for  the  development  of  those  which  are  minute;  in  like 
manner,  also,  some  are  peculiar  to  a  certain  district,  whereas  others 
are  imported  from  abroad. 

By  change  of  place  and  cultivation,  the  characters  of  plants  and  an- 
imals become  altered;  the  same  tobacco  seed  which,  sown  in  Cuba, 
furnishes  a  leaf  of  an  agreeable  flavor,  produces  in  Virginia  a  larger 
and  more  strongly  flavored  leaf;  whereas,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie 
and  Lake  Ontario,  the  leaf,  which  is  large  and  thin,  is  so  deficient 
in  taste,  smell,  and  constitutional  effects,  that  it  is  principally  used 
for  making  the  wrappers  of  segars.  The  wild  carrot  cannot  be  eaten 
with  impunity,  but  by  cultivation  it  becomes  edible  and  wholesome 
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The  potato,  which  is  a  variety  of  the  class  to  which  the  deadly  night- 
shade belongs,  is,  in  its  wild  condition,  poisonous;  but  by  change  of 
climate  and  soil,  the  original  virulence  is  lost,  and  the  size  of  the  root 
iucreased. 

In  animal  life,  the  effects  of  culture  and  location  are  also  evident. 
The  metamorphoses  of  insects  are  well  known,  and  by  the  recent  im- 
provements in  the  microscope,  the  metamorphosis  of  animals  in  a  lower 
grade  of  existence  has  been  demonstrated.  Some  of  the  varieties  of 
intestinal  worms  exist  as  aquatic  animalculae,  which  no  more  resemble 
the  forms  they  afterwards  assume  than  the  tadpole  resembles  the  frog, 
as  they  are  covered  with  cilias,  and  provided  with  feet  and  eyes.  Oth- 
er examples  of  a  similar  kind  might  be  given. 

The  formation  of  animal  parasites  soon  succeeds  that  of  vegetables. 
]n  some  localities,  when  a  solution  of  soap  is  spread  on  a  wooden  or 
bone  spatula,  the  decomposing  material  becomes  covered  with  green- 
ish mould  or  moss,  in  which,  on  the  succeeding  day,  we  may,  under 
the  microscope,  observe  a  number  of  ova,  and  emerging  from  them,  and 
moving  about,  animalculae  similar  to  the  mites  in  cheese.  The  potato 
disease  is  a  vegetable  parasite,  which  is  propagated  with  such  rapidity 
that  the  firm  edible  portion  soon  becomes  soft  and  pulpy.  Almost 
coexisting  with  the  formation  of  the  fungi,  there  are  animal  parasites, 
which  prey  upon  them  and  evolve  poisonous  compounds  of  nitrogen. 
In  the  itch  there  is  a  fungous  growth  with  its  accompanying  mite, 
which  burrows  in  the  skin;  both  parasites  appear  so  nearly  at  the 
same  time,  that  it  is  a  question  whether  the  animalcule  produces 
the  eruption,  or  the  eruption  forms  a  habitat  for  the  animalcule. 

The  disease  called  the  measles  always  produces  the  measles,  and 
scarlet  fever  produces  scarlet  fever,  as  wheat  produces  wheat,  and  rye 
produces  rye;  each  after  its  kind.  After  the  ripened  grain  is  cut  down, 
and  the  stubble  removed,  there  are  no  traces  of  its  existence.  After 
the  measles  has  run  its  course,  in  healthy  constitutions,  the  complaint 
and  its  effects  disappear:  but  when  the  system  is  debilitated,  the  secon- 
dary symptoms,  or  what  are  called  the  dregs  of  the  measles,  have  some- 
times a  very  serious  effect  on  the  constitution.  As  it  has  been  as- 
sumed that,  away  from  the  body,  the  decay  of  one  parasite  is  followed 
by  the  growth  of  another,  so  when  the  body  is  the  soil,  the  decay  of  one 
disease  producing  parasite  is  also  followed  by  a  parasite  of  a  different 
character.  A  frequent  result  of  measles  is  theggrowth  of  a  fungus  at 
the  roots  of  the  eyelashes,  which  sometimes  destroys  them  altogether 
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When  the  disease  is  neglected,  it  finds  its  way  to  the  roots  of  the  hair, 
and  occasions  that  obstinate  complaint  called  tinea  capitis  or  scald  head. 
This  fungous  growth,  when  irritated,  exudes  a  fluid  full  of  spores  or  seeds, 
which  hardens  into  a  scab.  When  the  fluid  is  taken  up  by  absorbent 
vessels,  the  course  of  the  latter  may  be  traced,  presenting  elevations 
which  break  at  the  summit;  the  glands  of  the  neck  become  swollen, 
and,  after  the  disease  is  Temoved,  they  acquire  an  enlargement  and 
thickness  of  their  coats,  which  requires  a  long  time  to  dissipate.  The 
spores  of  the  foreign  plant  remain  in  the  glands,  and  reproduce  the  dis- 
ease when  it  has  been  removed  by  external  applications,  just  as  a 
small  portion  of  the  fungi  of  yeast,  remaining  in  a  vat,  will  be  propa- 
gated with  rapidity  in  a  fresh  vegetable  infusion.  The  secondary 
complaint  described  may  be  communicated  and  propagated  indepen 
dent  of  the  primary. 

Egyptian  ophthalmia  is  a  fungus  of  another  description,  which  grows 
on  the  inner  surface  of  the  eyelids,  and  by  affecting  the  neighboring 
glands  in  a  similar  manner,  the  disease  sometimes  continues  for  years. 

The  parasite  of  scarlet  fever  produces  such  a  violent  effect  on  the 
skin,  that  the  cuticle  is  destroyed  and  thrown  off.  The  disease  affects 
the  glands,  and  the  tonsils  often  become  permanently  enlarged.  Other 
glands  become  affected,  and  after  the  inflammatory  symptoms  have 
abated,  the  balance  between  the  vascular  and  absorbent  systems  i:^ 
disturbed;  more  fluid  is  effused  by  the  bloodvessels  than  can  be  taken 
up  by  the  absorbent.-,  and  dropsy  is  the  consequence.  Parasites  suc- 
ceeding scarlet  fever  also  infect  the  eyelashes,  but  they  more  fre- 
quently attack  the  glands  of  the  ear,  forming  fungous  growths  which 
destroy  the  membrane  and  small  bones  of  the  drum,  and  produce  most 
of  the  cases  of  permanent  deafness. 

As  some  varieties  of  fungi  poison  the  ground  on  which  they  grow, 
the  parasites  of  typhus  fever  poison  portions  of  the  blood,  which,  by 
becoming  putrid  at  points  and  patches,  produces  prostration.  Debili- 
tating constitutional  effects  are  also  produced  by  the  vegetable 
parasites,  ( the  sarcini  of  Gooddr)  constituting  dysentery. 

There  is  a  disease  which  has  one  appearance  when  first  inoculated, 
another  when  it  emerges  from  the  inner  surface  of  a  broken  gland,  a 
third  in  the  throat,  and  a  fourth  on  the  skin.  When  the  internal 
structures  are  affected,  the  blood  becomes  acidified,  and  rheumatic  in- 
flammations occur  in  ^he  eyes  or  the  joints. 

The  parasites  producing  scrofulous  tubercles  occasion  glandular  en 
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largements,  particularly  about  the  throat.  When  they  affect  the 
Lings,  these  organs  of  the  vital  functions  are  destroyed,  and  death 
ensues. 

Some  animals  are  active  during  the  day  and  asleep  at  night,  whilst 
others  are  active  at  night  and  asleep  during  the  day.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  insects  which  annoy  the  human  race,  belong  to  the  lat- 
ter class.  In  like  manner  some  plants  grow  best  during  the  day,  or 
at  least  do  not  at  night  evolve  their  usual  gases.  On  the  other  hand, 
those  in  the  lowest  scale  of  existence  thrive  best  in  the  dark,  as  mush- 
rooms grow  up  in  a  single  night,  and  do  not  appear  to  grow  during 
the  day. 

it  is  possible  that  the  germs  of  some  diseases  affecting  internal  por- 
tions of  the  body,  from  which  they  cannot  be  communicated,  are  car- 
ried by  the  air  from  microscopic  plants  in  marshy  districts,  and,  after 
being  inhaled,  conveyed  to  the  structure  in  which  they  can  grow. 
Schonlein  has  observed  that  on  the  phrenic  nerve,  in  whooping  cough, 
and  on  the  branches  of  the  sympathetic  nerve,  in  intermittent  fever, 
there  are  tubercles  which  may  be  produced  as  related.  As  the  spores 
of  certain  microscopic  plants  {muscardine)  are  evolved  every  fourth 
day,  the  spores  of  disease  producing  parasites  may  be  evolved  every 
Hecond  or  third  day,  and  produce  chills  and  fever,  as  the  evolution  of 
foreign  matter  on  the  principal  branches  of  the  sympathetic  nerve, 
such  as  abscesses  in  the  liver  or  spleen  cause  similar  constitutional 
disturbance. 

Without  the  combined  influences  of  heat,  dampness  and  air,  micro- 
scopic plants  arc  not  propagated  even  on  materials  most  favorable  for 
their  growth.  Those  engaged  in  navigating  vessels  laden  with  gnano 
are  not  subject  to  any  epidemic  disease.  Farmers  and  laborers 
employed  in  conveying  and  distributing  manure,  do  not  complain  of 
derangement  of  health.  It  is  only  when  placed  in  conditions  favora- 
ble for  decomposition,  that  animal  or  vegetable  matter  becomes  a  foens 
of  disease.  Remittents  and  intermittents  prevail  in  the  neighborhood 
of  marshes.  During  the  last  cholera,  the  complaint  was  most  fatal  at 
the  north-western  portions  of  the  city,  where  the  excavated  rocks 
form  basins  from  which  the  water  cannot  be  properly  drained,  and 
where,  for  the  purpose  of  improvement,  large  portions  of  the  moist  bed 
of  the  river  were  exposed.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Savannah  yellow 
fever  formerly  prevailed,  and  more  cases  occurred  when  the  wind  pro- 
ceeded from  a  rice  plantation  to  the  city.    Since  the  cultivation  of 
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rice  was  prohibited  by  the  authorities,  Savannah  has  been  compara-  - 
tively  healthy. 

Prevention. — From  what  has  been  related,  as  well  as  from  every 
one's  experience,  the  necessity  of  cleanliness  for  the  preservation  of 
health  is  evident.  Matters  capable  of  decomposition  should  be  re- 
moved from  the  streets;  water  should  not  be  allowed  to  stagnate  in 
the  gutters;  the  rocky  basins  at  the  upper  part  of  the  city  should  be 
drained;  when  encroachments  on  the  river  are  necessary,  they  should 
be  made  gradually  from  the  shore;  and  the  system  of  sewerage  so  far 
advanced,  should  be  continued. 

The  late  venerable  Johu  Bolton,  President  of  the  Bible  Society, 
when  residing  in  Georgia,  observed  that  those  who  slept  under  mus- 
quito  netting  during  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever,  escaped  the  dis- 
ease; hence  he  concluded  that  musquitos  were  useful  by  urging  its 
adoption.  It  is  probable  that  the  disease  producing  germs  are  inter- 
cepted by  the  netting,  leaving  the  air  within  it  comparatively  pure. 
A  high  wall  or  a  screen  has  the  same  effect.  Mountains  and  woods 
intercept  the  progress  of  whooping  eough  and  other  diseases  which 
have  passed  over  an  extensive  district. 

Disinfecting  Agents. — Vegetables  are  more  tenacious  of  life  thau  au- 
imals,  and  will  live  in  any  atmosphere  which  an  animal  can  breathe. 
The  evolution  of  chlorine  or  any  other  gas,  unless  sufficiently  strong 
to  destroy  organic  texture,  is  inefficient  as  a  disinfecting  agent.  Dur- 
ing an  epidemic  at  Glasgow,  typhus  fever  broke  out  in  the  houses  of 
the  workmen  employed  in  a  chemical  manufactory,  which  were  situated 
near  the  works.  The  men  were  exposed  to  an  atmosphere  strongly 
impregnated  with  chlorine,  and  the  odor  of  the  gas  could  be  perceived 
in  their  houses.  Chlorine  evolved  in  more  than  usual  abundance,  was 
ineffectual  in  arresting  the  disease,  but  after  the  dwellings  were  thor- 
oughly cleaned  and  whitewashed,  the  epidemic  abated.  Many  of  the 
neutral  salts,  such  as  alum,  sulphate  of  iron,  common  salt,  &c,  are 
preferable  to  chloride  of  lime,  as  they  are  not  only  inodorous  them- 
selves, but  more  effective  in  preventing  the  odor  from  putrescent 
bodies. 

Disease  may  be  communicated  from  one  district  to  another  by  let- 
ters. It  is  related  in  one  of  the  journals  that  a  person  in  Philadelphia, 
who  had  just  recovered  from  small  pox,  wrote  a  letter  to  his  brother 
in  Ohio,  and  that  the  brother  and  others  died  of  the  disease  which 
was  thus  communicated  to  a  distant  neighborhood.    It  would  be  very 
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little  expense  ami  trouble,  during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic,  to 
place  the  letters  and  papers  in  a  tin  box,  which  should  be  kept  for 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  at  a  temperature  of  at  least  212°,  either  by 
partially  immersing  it  iu  hot  water,  covering  it  with  hot  sand,  or  plac- 
ing it'in  an  oven  or  in  the  air  chamber  of  a  stove.  As  a  means  of 
preventing  contagion,  more  reliance  may  be  placed  on  an  elevated 
temperature  than  on  ordinary  fumigation  or  the  evolution  of  any 
gas  at  a  comparatively  low  one.  When  feather  pillows  and  bedding, 
saturated  with  organic  matter,  by  being  lain  upon  during  a  long  voy- 
age, are  allowed  to  come  up  to  the  city,  the  detention  of  soiled  linen 
or  cotton  clothing  is  a  trifling  matter.  By  placing  the  thick  woolen 
and  other  garments  of  immigrants  from  an  infected  vessel  in  a  hot  air 
■chamber  for  a  suitable  time,  the  health  of  the  city  would  be  more  se- 
cure than  by  the  usual  apology  for  washing. 

A  fruitful  source  of  disease  is  unsuitable,  improperly  selected  or 
cooked  food.  Bread,  which  when  kept  in  a  damp  place  is  apt  to  be- 
come mouldy,  would  be  improved  by  being  thoroughly  heated  in  an 
t»ven  before  it  is  brought  to  the  table.  Stale  pastry,  cheese,  and  crude 
vegetables  should  be  avoided.  During  the  last  cholera,  a  whole  family 
in  Brooklyn  died  of  the  disease,  which  was  attributed  to  eating  stale 
custard. 

To  sum  up,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  epidemics  are  pro- 
duced by  the  germs  of  imported  parasites;  that  the  propagation  of 
these  is  prevented  by  the  removal  of  bodies  capable  of  decomposition; 
that  personal  and  local  cleanliness,  wholesome,  well-cooked  food,  avoid- 
ing the  night  air  and  late  hours,  are  the  most  reliable  preventives  of 
these  diseases. 


SUEGICAL  STATISTICS  EST  NEW  YORK. 

Me.  Editor. — You  have  very  properly  called  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  the  appalling  proportion  of  deaths  after  surgical  opera- 
tions, in  the  New  York  Hospital,  as  exposed  in  the  statistical  tables 
which  Dr.  Norris  has  recently  published;  and  in  which  he  makes  the 
comparison  between  this  hospital  and  the  chief  hospitals  at  Philadel- 
phia and  Boston,  limiting  his  researches  to  the  mortality  after  ampu- 
tations, alone.  Had  he  extended  his  figures  to  all  the  surgery  of  the 
house,  he  would  have  made  a  still  more  humiliating  exhibition  of  the 
surgery  of  the  New  York  Hospital. 

But  what  becomes  of  the  impartial  justice  your  past  course  iu  the 
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Gazette  has  warranted  us  to  expect,  when  you  abstain  from  all  refer- 
ence to  the  unsurgical  surgery  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  where  it  is  said, 
by  high  authority,  that  the  mortality  after  all  operations  in  the  house 
has  reached  the  enormous  figure  of  eighty-three  per  cent.!  during 
the  last  five  years?  One  Who  Knows. 

["Our  withers  are  unwrung"  by  this  soft  impeachment  of  our  impar- 
tiality, for  our  readers  know  that  the  Gazette  has  repeatedly  protest- 
ed against  the  operations  performed  at  Bellevue,  and  impeached  the 
appointments  of  surgical  goslings  there,  as  revolting  to  science  and 
humanity.  The  true  reason  why  so  reckless  and  fatal  surgery  has 
been  tolerated  there,  is  that  the  old  rule  which  required  the  assent  of 
one  or  more  of  the  consulting  surgeons  to  any  operation  involving 
either  limb  or  life,  has  been  abolished;  and  a  new  rule  adopted,  by 
which  such  operations  only  require  the  assent  of  any  two  of  the  attend- 
ing surgeons  in  any  case.  Of  course  each  of  the  Consulting  Surgeons 
has  found  himself  a  mere  stat  nominis  umbra  in  the  hospital,  since 
neither  of  them  is  consulted,  or  ever  enters  the  institution,  having  nc 
responsibility  in  the  premises.  The  assent  of  the  Warden  is  probably 
deemed  ample  authority,  as  he  is  empowered  by  the  rules  to  "classify 
the  patients,"  and  perform  the  other  duties  of  the  Resident  Physician^ 
for  whom  he  has  been  substituted.  In  another  part  of  this  number 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  dignitary,  the  Warden,  reports  the  cases  and 
deaths  during  the  prevalence  of  Cholera  in  the  hospital.] 


HOTEL  DOCTORS. 

Dear  Sir. — Your  neighbor  of  the  Scalpel  not  long  since  published 
one  of  his  characteristic  and  cutting  rebukes  to  the  "  medical  sharks,'* 
the  Peter  Funks  of  the  profession,  who  hang  about  the  bar-rooms  and 
vestibules  of  the  hotels,  where  strangers  most  do  congregate,  and 
pounce  upon  every  unlucky  wight  who  happens  to  be  sick  while  thus 
sojourning  here,  making  prey  of  their  health  by  deluging  them  with 
drugs,  and  of  their  purses  by  the  most  flagrant  extortion.  He  justly 
alludes  to  the  fact  that  the  employees,  and  even  the  servants  of  the 
principal  hotels,  are  often  under  pay  by  some  of  these  sharks,  who  thas 
divide  the  spoils.  The  caution  to  strangers  and  sojourners  in  our  ho- 
tels not  to  be  victimized  by  this  detestable  system,  and  the  hint  to 
proprietors  of  hotels  no  longer  to  connive  at  this  conspiracy  against 
their  lodgers,  is  both  timely  and  appropriate. 
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As  this  trade  is  now  thriving  to  an  unparalleled  extent  in  New 
York,  strangers  who  sicken  in  any  of  the  hotels,  have  need  to  beware 
of  mock  doctors,  as  they  wonld  of  "  Mock  Auctions."  Their  only 
safety  lies  in  taking  the  advice  of  their  own  physicians  at  home,  be- 
fore coming  to  this  city,  as  to  the  medical  men  here  on  whom  they 
may  safely  call  in  case  of  need ;  and  refusing  the  proffered  services  of 
nny  of  the  sharks  who  may  thrust  themselves  upon  them,  or  send  their 
cards  to  their  rooms.  Nor  let  thorn  be  ensnared  by  seeing  a  doctor's 
sign  on  one  of  the  hall  doors,  or  nailed  to  the  window  next  to  la- 
dies' entrance,  for  they  may  thus  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  Homoeopath ; 
for  there  are  such  at  one  at  least  of  our  hotels,  passing  himself  off,  by 
his  "shingle"  on  the  front  window,  as  a  "Doctor." 

Now  no  one  can  justly  object,  if  physicians  think  proper  to  take 
boarding  in  hotels,  or  to  open  their  offices  in  the  same  buildings,  de- 
signating them  by  the  usual  signs.  In  this  there  is  nothing  unprofes- 
sional. Nor  can  anybody  complain  if  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel  should 
provide  a  physician  for  his  house,  and  recommend  him  to  his  guests  in 
case  of  need ;  for  in  this  case  we  might  expect  that  some  reputable 
and  reliable  man  would  be  thus  distinguished ;  and  from  such  hotels, 
pretenders,  quacks,  and  sharks  would  be  banished  by  his  presence  and 
influence. 

But  there  are  many  men  in  the  city  who  are  proverbially  known  as 
hotel  doctors,  and  who  may  be  seen  running  or  driving  from  one  hotel 
to  another,  picking  up  from  the  bar-keepers,  clerks,  and  servants  a 
knowledge  of  arrivals, — whether  any  are  sick,  or  likely  to  need  a  phy- 
sician,— sending  in  their  professional  cards,  with  proffers  of  services, — 
often  under  prestige  of  being  attached  to  the  hotels, — a  position  they 
sometimes  acquire  by  attending  all  the  servants  of  the  house  gratui- 
tously, with  the  freedom  of  the  table  and  kitchen  as  a  perquisite  there- 
for, with  all  such  fees  as  they  can  get  from  the  guests. 

By  the  arts  of  such  men,  patients  are  often  informed  that  the  phy- 
sicians they  have  sent  for  are  out  of  toivn,  have  removed  from  the  city, 
are  sick,  or  even  dead;  and  by  such  devices  many  of  our  oldest  and 
most  eminent  physicians  are  deprived  of  patients  sent  to  them  from  a 
distance,  who  thus  fall  into  the  hands  of  these  sharks,  who  fleece  them 
by  extortionate  charges,  for  worthless  services,  and,  in  case  of  death, 
burden  the  surviving  friends  with  bills  against  the  estates  of  the  stran- 
gers, such  as  no  honest  practitioner  ever  dreamed  of.  Tf  you  will  in- 
sert this,  you  shall  hear  from  me  again  with  details,  but  without  per- 
sonalities. Veritas. 
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Selections. 

MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 

Professor  Gross,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  appointed  chairman 
of  a  committee  on  the  results  of  surgical  operations  in  malignant  dis- 
eases.   He  thus  himself  sums  up  his  conclusions: 

"From  the  facts  and  statements  which  have  now  been  presented, 
embracing  the  opinions  of  many  of  the  most  intelligent,  experienced, 
and  distinguished  practitioners  in  different  ages  and  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  the  following  conclusions  may  be  legitimately  deduced: 

First.  That  cancerous  affections,  particularly  those  of  the  mammary 
gland,  have  always,  with  a  few  rare  exceptions,  been  regarded  by 
practitioners  as  incurable  by  the  knife  and  escharotics.  This  opinion, 
commencing  with  Hippocrates,  the  father  of  medicine,  has  prevailed 
from  the  earliest  records  of  the  profession  to  the  present  moment 
Nature  never  cures  a  disease  of  this  kind ;  nor  can  this  be  effected  by 
any  medicine  or  internal  remedies  known  to  the  profession. 

Second.  That  excision,  however  early  and  thoroughly  executed,  is 
nearly  always,  in  genuine  cancer,  followed  by  a  relapse  at  a  period 
varying  from  a  few  weeks  to  several  months  from  the  time  of  the 
operation. 

Third.  That  nearly  all  practitioners,  from  the  time  of  Hippocrates 
to  the  present  day,  have  been  and  are  still  averse  to  any  operation 
for  the  removal  of  cancerous  tumors  after  the  establishment  of  ulcera- 
tion, rapid  growth,  firm  adhesions,  organic  change  in  the  skin,  lym- 
phatic invasion,  the  cancerous  dyscrasy,  or  serious  constitutional  de- 
rangement; on  the  ground  that,  if  had  recourse  to  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  malady  almost  inevitably  recurs  in  a  very  short  time, 
and  frequently  destroys  the  patient  more  rapidly  than  when  it  is  per- 
mitted to  pursue  its  own  course. 

Fourth.  That  in  all  cases  of  acute  carcinoma,  or,  in  other  words,  in 
all  cases  of  this  disease  attended  with  very  rapid  development  and 
great  bulk  of  the  tumor,  extirpation  is  improper  and  unjustifiable,  in- 
asmuch as  it  will  only  tend  to  expedite  the  fatal  result,  which,  under 
such  circumstances,  always  takes  place  in  a  very  short  time. 

Fifth.  That  all  operations  performed  for  the  removal  of  encephaloid 
cancer  and  its  difforent  varieties,  are  more  certainly  followed  by  rapid 
relapse  than  operations  performed  upon  schirrous  or  hard  cancer. 

Sixth.  That  in  nearly  all  operations  for  cancerous  diseases  hitherto 
reported,  the  history  has  been  imperfectly  presented,  being  deficient 
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'11  the  details  which  are  necessary  to  a  complete  and  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  subject  in  each  case.  This  remark  is  particularly  true 
in  reference  to  the  diagnosis  of  the  malady,  the  minute  examination  of 
the  morbid  structure,  and  the  history  of  the  case  after  the  operation, 
as  to  the  period  of  relapse,  the  time  and  nature  of  the  patient's  death, 
and  the  result  of  the  post  moriem  examination. 

Seventh.  That  cancerous  affections  of  the  lip  and  skin,  now  usually 
described  unfertile  name  of  cancroid  diseases,  are  less  liable  to  relapse 
after  extirpation  than  genuine  cancerous  maladies,  or  those  which  are 
characterized  by  the  existence  of  the  true  cancer-cell  and  cancer-juice. 

Eighth.  That  although  practitioners  have  always  been  aware,  from 
zhe  earliest  professional  records,  of  the  great  liability  of  cancer  to 
relapse  after  extirpation,  a  great  majority  of  them  have  always  been, 
and  still  are,  in  favor  of  operation  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease, 
especially  in  schirrus,  before  the  tumor  has  made  much  progress,  or 
before  there  is  any  disease  of  the  lymphatic  ganglions,  or  evidence  of 
the  cancerous  cachexy. 

Ninth.  That  many  cases  of  tumors,  especially  tumors  of  the  breast 
and  testicle,  supposed  to  be  cancerous,  are  in  reality  not  cancerous, 
but  of  a  benign  character,  and,  consequently,  readily  curable  by  abla- 
tion, whether  effected  by  the  knife  or  by  escharotics.  It  is  to  this  cir- 
cumstance that  we  must  ascribe  the  astonishing  success  which  is  said 
to  have  attended  the  practice  of  Hill,  of  Scotland,  Nooth,  of  England, 
and  Flajani,  of  Italy. 

Tenth.  That  all  operators  insist  upon  the  most  thorough  excision 
possible;  removing  not  merely  the  diseased  mass,  but  also  a  portion 
of  the  surroundiug  and  apparently  healthy  tissues,  as  well  as  all  en- 
larged and  indurated  ganglions. 

Eleventh,  That  the  practice  has  always  prevailed,  and  still  obtains, 
to  save,  if  possible,  a  sufficient  amount  of  healthy  integument  to  cover 
the  wound,  and  to  unite  if  possible  the  wound  by  the  first  intention, 
on  the  ground  that  these  precautions  will  tend  much  to  retard,  of  not 
to  prevent,  a  recurrence  of  the  disease. 

Twelfth.  That  much  stress  is  laid  by  writers  upon  a  properly  regu- 
lated diet,  and  attention  to  the  bowels  and  secretions  after  operation, 
as  means  of  retarding  and  preventing  relapse. 

Thirteenth.  That  there  is  no  remedy,  medicine,  or  method  of  treat- 
ment which  has  the  power,  so  far  as  we  are  enabled  to  judge  of  its 
virtues,  of  preventing  the  reproduction  of  the  morbid  action  after  op- 
eration, no  matter  how  early  or  how  thoroughly  it  may  be  performed. 
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Fourteenth.  That  life  has  occasionally  been  prolonged,  and  eveii 
savedi  by  operation  after  relapse,  as  in  some  of  the  remarkable  cases 
mentioned  in  a  previous  part  of  this  report;  but  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  such  a  procedure  is  as  incompetent  to  effect  a  permanent  cure  as 
a  Crsl  extirpation. 

The  following  points  may  be  considered  as  of  an  unsettled  charac- 
ter; at  all  events,  opinion  respecting  them  is  much  divided,  and  far- 
ther observation  is  necessary  before  they  can  be  positively  determined, 
either  affirmatively  or  negatively. 

First.  Excision  is  of  doubtful  propriety  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
disease  is  of  hereditary  origin,  or  where  it  occurs  in  several  members 
of  the  same  family. 

Second.  It  is  doubtful  whether  an  operation  should  be  performed 
when  the  patient  is  very  young  and  the  disease  is  of  rapid  growth. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  surgical  interference  in  such  a  case  will, 
only  expedite  the  fatal  issue,  which  is  generally  inevitable. 

Third.  It  is  problematical  whether  an  operation  should  be  perform- 
ed when  the  disease  is  attended  by  suppression  of  the  menses,  or  by 
great  irregularity  of  this  discharge. 

Fourth.  Not  a  few  surgeons  regard  a  resort  to  the  knife  as  of 
questionable  efficacy  when  there  is  a  quickened  state  of  the  pulse,  oc- 
casioned by  the  local  irritation. 

Fifth.  There  appears  to  be  no  general  agreement  among  surgeon* 
as  to  whether  extirpation  is  proper  when  there  are  two  or  more  co- 
existent and  accessible  cancerous  tumors. 

Sixth.  It  is  supposed,  but  the  fact  is  not  established,  that  excisior.i 
of  carcinomatous  tumors  only  tends  to  hasten  the  patient's  death. 

Seventh.  It  is  doubtful  whether,  as  has  been  asserted  by  different 
surgeons,  the  prospect  of  a  permanent  cure  is  greater,  all  other  things 
being  equal,  after  an  operation  on  an  old  cancer,  than  after  an  opera- 
tion on  a  cancer  of  recent  standing. 

Eighth.  It  has  been  stated  by  writers  of  great  respectability,  anions, 
others  by  Dr.  Macfarlane,  of  Glasgow,  that  in  robust  women  of  san- 
guinary temperament,  the  re-appearance  of  cancerous  disease,  and  its 
subsequent  progress,  are  more  rapid  after  operation  than  in  nervous 
or  lymphatic  persons;  an  assumption  demanding  verification. 

Ninth.  It  requires  to  be  proved  whether  excision  ought  to  be  per- 
formed in  the  ulcerated  stage  of  malignant  disease,  as  a  means  of  pro- 
longing life  and  of  procuring  comparative  relief  from  suffering. 

In  bringing  my  labors  to  a  close,  I  feel  conscious  that  I  have  added 
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nothiDg  whatever  to  our  previous  information  of  malignant  diseases. 
Nor,  in  truth,  could  this  have  been  reasonably  expected.  My  sole  aim 
has  been  to  sum  up  our  knowledge  upon  the  subject;  to  construct,  as 
it  were,  a  mirror  which  should  reflect  the  practice  and  opinions  of  our 
predecessors  and  cotemporaries,  and  thus  serve  as  a  guide  to  future 
travellers  in  the  same  path.  In  a  word,  my  object  has  been  to  show , 
not  only  what  has  been  done,  but  what  remains  to  be  done.  The 
facts  which  I  have  collected,  if  useful  at  all,  are  so  rather  in  a  nega- 
tive than  in  a  positive  point  of  view.  Our  knowledge  of  the  results 
<rf  surgical  operations  in  malignant  affections  is  in  a  state  of  transition, 
which  has  much  to  hope  from  the  future,  but  can  gain  little,  if  any- 
thing, from  the  past.  What  the  microscope  and  animal  chemistry, 
guided  by  the  hand  of  modern  science,  may  do  for  the  subject,  it 
would  perhaps  be  premature  to  predict  ;  already  they  have  rendered 
the  cause  essential  service,  and  it  would  certainly  be  unphilosophical  to 
suppose  that  they  are  incapable  of  affording  further  light. 

Finally,  in  drawing  up  this  report,  I  have  rarely  appealed  to  my 
own  experience,  believing  that,  even  if  it  were  fully  exposed,  it  could 
add  nothing  of  real  value  to  the  general  stock  of  our  knowledge  upor, 
a  subject  respecting  which  so  much  has  been  written  by  others.  In 
point  of  number,  indeed,  my  own  cases  could  not  be  put  in  competi- 
tion with  the  extensive  scale  of  facts  brought  forward  by  some  of  tht- 
surgeons.  the  results  of  whose  labors  it  has  been  my  duty  to  bring  be- 
fore the  Association.  I  have  little,  indeed  I  might  say,  no  confidence 
in  any  operation  for  malignant  diseases,  except  the  cancroid  varieties: 
and  I  have  for  years  past,  as  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Unhersitv 
■jf  Louisville,  deemed  it  my  duty  to  discourage  a  resort  to  the  knife  hi 
all  cases  of  the  kind,  especially  in  schirrus  and  encephaloid  of  the 
mammary  glands,  ample  experience  having  satisfied  me  of  the  utter 
futility  of  such  an  expedient,  however  early  and  efficiently  employed. 
In  cutaneous  cancer,  on  the  other  hand,  my  rule  has  always  been  to 
operate,  provided  the  disorder  has  not  advanced  so  far  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  removing  the  whole  of  the  morbid  growth;  and  pro- 
vided, also,  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  constitutional  infection.  To 
this  rule  I  shall  rigidly  adhere,  unless  my  own  experience,  or  the  ex- 
perience of  others,  shall  show  me  the  impropriety  of  it.  when  I  shall 
most  cheerfully  abandon  it 

8.  I>.  GROSS,  Ck'n 

Koi.rsvrf.i.K.  April  '10.  1853. 
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Inhalation  and  other  Treatment  in  Phthisis. 

Read  before  the  Suffolk  JMstrict  Medical  Society.  May  27th,  1&54,  by  Wm. 

M.  Cornell,  M.  D. 

In  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  April  19,  are  the 
following  editorial  remarks:- — "  It  is  said  that  the  benefits  of  inhaling 
the  vapor  of  iodine  in  pulmonary  affections  have  been  underrated 
Until  within  a  short  time,  there  has  been  but  little  notice  taken  of 
iodine  in  this  form  of  medication;  and  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that 
several  medical  gentlemen  in  Europe  have  lately  given  their  attention 
to  the  practical  application  of  it  in  cases  of  confirmed  phthisis.  It 
is  hoped  that  their  use  of  it  will  be  attended  with  good  results,  and 
that  it  may  prove  a  successful  remedy  in  some  cases  of  this  intracta  - 
ble disease." 

In  1851,  in  the  43d  volume  of  the  same  "  Journal,"  the  writer 
communicated  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of  "  Inhalation  in  disease*- 
of  the  air  passages  and  of  the  lungs."  In  that  paper  the  belief  wa? 
expressed  that  "  more  benefit  may  be  derived  from  inhalation  thai- 
has  generally  been  experienced."  The  vapor  of  iodine  is  there  named, 
among  other  articles,  for  inhalation,  and  cases  given  from  Sir  Charle.* 
Scudamore,  Murray,  Barton,  and  Corrigan,  where  it  had  been  advan- 
tageously employed.  Some  physicians  in  this  country  were  disposed 
to  give  it,  and  other  articles  there  named,  a  trial;  among  whom  was 
the  late  Dr.  Pierson,  of  Salem.  The  American  Medical  Association, 
by  their  committee  on  the  treatment  of  these  diseases,  referred  re- 
spectfully to  these  inhalations;  and  Drs.  Wood  and  Bache,  in  the  last 
edition  of  the  United  States  Dispensatory,  have  mentioned  the  inha- 
lation, quoted  from  the  Boston  Journal.  But  others  looked  upon  the 
whole  scheme  as  chimerical  and  useless,  if  not  worse. 

Since  that  period,  however,  medical  men  abroad,"  and  some  in  this 
country,  have  looked  more  carefully  into  the  matter,  and  put  the 
treatment  in  practice.  The  writer  has  watched  the  reported  casest 
he  believes,  in  all  the  journals  as  they  have  appeared,  and  still  be- 
lieves, as  then  expressed,  that,  if  we  are  ever  to  find  realized  the  re- 
mark of  Dr.  Armstrong — that  "  at  some  future  period  the  whole  ela^e 
of  tubercular  diseases  will  be  arrested"  by  medical  treatment — no  small 
share  of  that  treatment  will  consist  in  remedies  addressed,  by  inhala- 
tion, directly  to  the  diseased  organs,  and  to  the  integument,  rather 
than  the  stomach  of  the  patient. 

It  is  by  no  means  strauge,  when  phthisis  is  weekly  sweeping  to  the 
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grave  a  larger  number  of  victims  than  any  other  disease,  and  this 
under  the  most  approved  treatment,  that  physicians  should  look  with 
a  somewhat  skeptical  eye  upon  any  new  plan  of  treatment  which  prom- 
ises to  be  in  any  measure  successful.  They  doubt  (and  they  ought 
to  doubt)  the  utility  of  any  plan  of  treatment,  till  they  have  evidence 
of  its  success.  But  they  ought,  also,  to  give  any  feasible  plan,  which 
has  been  stated  to  be  successful,  a  fair  trial.  No  one  doubts  that 
phthisical  patients  sometimes  recover,  both  with  and  without  treat- 
ment. But  it  does  seem  incumbent  upon  the  medical  profession  to 
put  iu  action  all  possible  means  to  stay  this  great  ravager  of  our  land. 

During  the  last  three  years  the  writer  has  treated  (among  many 
who  have  died)  some  phthisical  patients  who  have  recovered,  among 
whom  were  the  following: 

Mr.  M.,  a  young  man  aged  23  years;  well  marked  phthisis;  right 
lung  cavernous.  Several  remedies  were  tried,  but  without  any  good 
effect.  At  last  he  was  put  upon  the  following: — R.  Cod-liver  oil, 
§iv.;  sol.  carb.  potash,  §ss. ;  pulv.  g.  Arabic,  Sj.;  syr.  orange  peel, 
3j.;  spirit  peppermint,  3ij.  Of  this  compound,  a  large  tablespoonful 
was  taken  four  times  a  day.  The  patient  began  to  grow  better  from 
the  commencement  of  taking  the  medicine.  He  also  inhaled  the  va- 
por of  tinct.  iodine  and  creosote,  five  drops  of  each  in  conjunction, 
several  times  a  day.  The  inhalation  quieted  rather  than  provoked 
coughing.  But  what  part  of  the  cure  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  medi- 
cine taken,  and  what  to  the  vapor  inhaled,  or  whether  any  to  either 
or  both,  he  is  not  prepared  to  say.  This  was  the  treatment  under 
which  he  recovered,  and  he  has  now  remained  apparently  well  more 
than  a  year. 

Miss  C,  a  young  lady  from  the  country,  had  phthisis.  Cough  ex- 
cessively harassing;  expectoration  of  viscid  pus  profuse;  night  sweats, 
&c.  Was  treated  the  same  as  the  above.  She  gradually  improved 
in  strength  and  flesh,  the  cough  and  expectoration  diminishing  daily, 
for  eight  weeks,  when  she  returned  to  her  home  in  New  Hampshire. 
Two  months  after  her  return  she  wrote  me  a  letter,  in  which  she  says, 
"  my  health  is  now  good,  and  I  am  married." 

Mr.  L.,  a  gentleman  aged  21  years,  married;  residence  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  this  city.  Wishing  to  visit  a  brother  in  this  vicinity, 
was  recommended  to  my  care  by  Dr.  H.,  his  physician  at  home.  He 
had  disease  of  the  right  lung,  but  did  not  appear  to  be  a  strumous  pa- 
tient. He  was  short,  stout  built,  and  had  a  broad  chest.  His  cough 
and  night  sweats  were  very  troublesome.    The  cod-liver  oil  he  was> 
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reluctant  to  take;  and  when,  at  my  earnest  request,  be  did  take  it, 
it  would  not  set  on  his  stomach.  He  therefore  soon  abandoned  its 
use.  He  was  put  upon  the  kontodine,  the  concentrated  chemical  ex- 
tract of  the  taraxacum,  and  the  comint  of  the  cornus  Florida,  of 
Keith  &  Co.,  according  to  the  following: — R.  Cornine,  grs.  ij.;  Leon- 
todiDe,  grs.  ij.  M.  Sum.  at  once,  three  times  a  day.  He  also  in- 
haled the  vapor  of  iodine,  gutt.  x.,  three  times  daily.  Under  this 
treatment,  for  eight  weeks,  he  gradually  improved,  and  returned  home 
in  much  better  health  than  when  he  first  came  to  me.  Each  of  these 
patients  was  freely  rubbed  with  equal  parts  of  warm  sweet  oil  and 
New  England  rum,  morning  and  "evening. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  how  much  of  the  benefit  which  appeared 
to  result  from  this  treatment,  was  to  be  ascribed  to  either  the  medi- 
cine, the  inhalation,  or  the  unguent,  or  whether  either  did  any  good. 
The  patients  improved  while  being  treated,  and  that  is  all  I  would 
say  about  it. 

I  have  employed  inhalation  of  creosote  for  more  thau  three  years  in 
■phthisis,  in  bronchitis,  and  in  a  few  cases  of  gangrene  of  the  lungs. 
I  was  first  led  to  use  it  in  gangrene  by  supposing,  from  its  name  and 
the  Greek  words  from  which  it  is  derived,  {kreas,  flesh;  and  soter, 
preserver,  that  is,  flesh  preserver),  that  it  might  possibly  be  useful,  as 
an  antiseptic,  in  a  gangrenous  lung;  and  as  the  best  way  to  introduce 
it  to  the  lung,  resort  was  had  to  inhalation.  At  the  time  when  I 
commenced  the  inhalation  of  creosote,  I  had  not  seen  any  account  of 
its  having  been  employed,  as  a  remedial  agent,  in  that  form,  not  even 
in  European  journals.  But  in  the  second  volume  of  the  last  edition 
of  Pereira's  Materia  Medica,  republished  in  this  country  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  year,  I  find  the  following  remarks: — "The 
inhalation  of  creosote  vapor  is  occasionally  useful  in  relieving  exces- 
sive bronchial  secretion.  This  inhalation  may  be  effected  by  diffusing 
a  few  drops  of  creosote  through  water  or  a  mucilaginous  liquid,  and 
breathing  through  this  by  means  of  the  ordinary  inhaling  bottle." 

In  the  first  volume  of  the  same  work,  Dr.  Pereira  says,  "  Inhalation 
of  iodine  vapor  has  been  used  in  phthisis  and  chronic  bronchitis,  in 
the  first  of  these  diseases  it  has  been  recommended  by  Barton,  Sir 
Charles  Scudamore,  and  Sir  James  Murray.  I  have  repeatedly  tried 
it  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  chronic  pulmonary  complaints,  but  never 
with  the  least  benefit." 

I  think  I  can  say  if.  haa  been  beneficial  in  my  hands,  and  I  shall 
continue  to  use  it. 
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I  have  also,  up  to  the  present  time,  used  with  benefit  the  powder  of 
nitras  a r genii  and  lycopodium,  prepared  according  to  the  formula  of 
Dr.  Chambers,  as  published  in  the  43d  volume  of  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  in  chronic  laryngitis,  bronchitis,  and  incipient 
phthisis. 

I  will  add  in  conclusion,  that  though  I  never  use  inhalation  of  any 
kind  to  the  exclusion  of  a  general  treatment,  yet  I  consider  it  a  use- 
ful adjuvant  in  the  management  of  these  generally  chronic  and  often 
fatal  diseases;  and  if  a  patient  puts  himself  under  my  care,  I  never 
feel  that  I  have  done  my  whole  duty  to  him,  unless  I  have  tried  both 
general  and  local  treatment.  I  believe  the  pathology  of  phthisis  has 
been  but  imperfectly  understood;  and  that  in  most  cases  the  skin  is 
first  in  fault.  But  this  is  a  point  on  which  I  will  not  enlarge  at  pres- 
ent, only  to  say,  that  every  one  knows  how  very  intimate  is  the  sym- 
pathy between  the  integument  of  the  body  and  the  respiratory  organs. 
Hence,  in  the  treatment  of  all  phthisical  patients,  I  have  always  paid 
special  attention  to  the  skin.  For  the  last  five  years  I  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  applying  the  alcoholic  lotion,  recommended  in  such  cases 
by  Marshall  Hall;  but  for  three  years  I  have  directed  my  patients  to 
be  rubbed  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  with  equal  parts  of  warm 
olive  oil  and  New  England  rum;  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  no  part  of 
my  prescriptions  has  been  more  beneficial.  If  opportunity  should 
offer,  I  may  say  more  on  this  treatment  at  a  future  time. 

I  have  recently  treated  a  case  of  aphonia  of  more  than  a  year's 
standing,  with  the  alcoholic  tincture,  iodine  5j.  to  §j.  of  alcohol,  ac- 
cording to  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Bennett,  in  the  Medical  Times 
and  Gazette,  and  re-published  in  the  28th  Part  of  Braithwaite's  Retro- 
spect. The  tincture  was  applied  externally  over  the  larynx,  with  a 
camel-hair  pencil,  every  other  day  for  a  week.  The  pain  produced  by 
so  strong  a  solution  was  considerable,  and  the  friends  of  the  young 
lady,  seeing  her  suffering,  desired  her  to  desist.  I  had  concluded  to 
forego  its  further  application,  when  she  suddeuly  surprised  us  by  the 
return  of  her  voice.  Galvanism  had  been  used  for  two  weeks  previ- 
ous to  the  application  of  the  iodine;  the  current  being  passed  for  fif- 
teen minutes  daily  from  the  larynx  to  the  cervical  vertebra1.  In  this 
■case  there  was  no  disease  of  the  lungs,  but  chronic  inflammation  and 
enlargement  of  the  chorda?  vocales.  The  voice  still  continues. — Bos- 
ion  Med-,  and  Surg.  Journal. 
26 
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A  SHORT  SERMON. 

BY  CI.EKICTS,  JR. 

"  And  had  suffered  many  things  of  many  physicians,  and  had  Bpcnt  all  that  she  had, 
and  was  nothing  bettered,  but  rather  grow  worse." 

My  friends,  this  is  a  very  impressive  and  important  text.  It  is  full 
of  meaning,  point  ,  and  importance;,  particularly  in  so  far  as  the  medi- 
cal profession  are  concerned. 

I  shall  remark,  1st,  This  text  proves  the  antiquity  of  the  medical 
profession.  It,  is  from  a  very  old,  and,  in  the  eyes  of  many,  a  very 
unfashionable  book.  Eighteen  hundred  years  have  rolled  away  since 
the  important  truths  uttered  in  our  text  were  made  known  to  man. 
Such  a  lapse  of  time  savors  of  antiquity  ;  and  a  calling  thus  alluded 
to  must  be  ancient,  venerable,  time-honored.  Ancient  things  are  in- 
vested with  a  sort  of  sacredness.  Even  an  aged  man  commands  res- 
pect. TTis  bet) I  form,  his  trembling  limbs,  his  hoary  locks,  invest  him 
with  peculiar  interest.  So  of  the  ancient  profession  of  medicine.  It 
smells  of  antiquity.  You  see  antiquity  written  in  the  visage  of  many 
physicians  of  the  present  day.  You  see  it  in  their  dignified  conse- 
quential bearing,  in  a  certain  air  of  loftiness,  which  is  permeated  with 
the  essence  of  the  past.  Candor,  however,  compels  me  to  add,  that 
this  dignified,  aucient  manner  smells  of  Old  Pogyisui — looks  with 
contempt  on  modern  innovations,  and  even  goes  so  far  as  to  prefer  the 
death  of  a  patient  under  the  old  regime,  rather  than  his  recovery  un- 
der the  new. 

Secondly.  My  text  proves  that  physicians  were  numerous  in  those 
days, — hence  the  phrase,  "  many  physicians."  It  is  devoutly  to  be- 
hoped  that,  as  a  class,  they  werafcany  degrees  in  advance  of  the  pro- 
fession of  the  present  day.  Even  now  they  cover  the  whole  land  ; 
they  eat  up  every  green  thing  ;  they  prowl  around  our  houses,  enter 
our  very  bed-chambers,  and,  if  our  kneading  troughs  were  of  sufficient 
capacity,  no  doubt  they  would  fill  them  also.  What  an  army!  clothed 
in  a  glorious  panoply  :  to  wit — knives,  lancets,  blood-suckers,  blisters! 
What  heroic  doses  of  calomel,  jalap,  scammony  and  gamboge!  What 
a  nauseating  smell  of  ether  and  assafoetida!  AVhat  a  capacious  ar- 
mamentarium of  remedies  from  the  heavens  above,  (electricity,)  from 
the  earth  beneath,  (instruments  of  steel  and  iron,)  from  even  the 
waters  under  the  earth.  Truly,  this  is  a  goodly  company  and  strong 
Death  surely  ought  to  flee  away  from  mere  fright. 

Thirdly.  My  text  says,  that  these  many  physicians  had  a  patient  . 
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and  the  patient  was  very  sick.  This,  my  brethren,  is  by  no  means 
strange.  It  so  happens  at  the  present  day.  Every  tatterdemalion 
and  fool  who  dubs  himself  M.  D.  has  his  patients,  no  matter  how  slim 
his  abilities,  how  empty  his  brain.  The  world  is  full  of  fools,  and  you 
cannot  blame  them,  surely,  when  they  trust  so  insignificant  a  thing  as 
life  in  the  hands  of  men  whose  intellectual  capacity  and  sense  is  on  a 
par  with  their  own.  As  I  said  before,  this  patient  was  very  sick,  and 
employed  a  vast  number  of  physicians.  They  doubtless  did  their  best. 
They  ransacked  the  earth,  and  dealt  out  doses  in  quality,  quantity,  and 
power  such  as  "ancient  physicians"  only  know  how  to  give. 

Fourthly.  I  remark  that  this  patient  suffered,  not  once  or  twice,  but 
much.  The  text  says  that  she  "suffered  many  things,"  which  means, 
I  suppose,  that  she  took  many  and  large  doses.  Now,  this  short  sen- 
tence, apparently  so  insignificant,  knocks  homoeopathy,  vulgarly  speak- 
ing, into  a  cocked  hat.  It  strips  the  unholy  bantling  of  all  the  dig- 
nity which  belongs  to  an  old  time-honorod  calling.  Now,  these  phy- 
sicians alluded  to,  co^.ld  not  have  been  the  disciples  of  befooled,  be- 
sotted, and  besraoked  Hahnemann.  This  woman,  remember,  suffered. 
She  doubtless  groaned  in  body  and  spirit.  Her  feeble  stomach  re- 
volted at  the  enormous  quantities  of  "unmitigated  nastiness"  which 
were  forced  down  without  stint.  Now,  under  homoeopathic  treat- 
ment, it  is  perfectly  preposterous  to  suppose  that  she  endured  any- 
thing. What  amount  of  suffering  is  there  in  taking  sugar  comfits? 
How  much  would  any  one  endure  in  swallowing  attenuated  doses,  re- 
duced in  quantity  and  effect  to  a  nonentity  1  I  pause  for  an  answer. 
Why,  my  brethren,  it  would  have  been  a  pleasure,  rather  than  a  suf- 
fering, to  have  taken  the  infinitesimals  prescribed  by  these  smooth,  in- 
sinuating, long-cared  geutry,  with  oil  on  their  hair  and  on  their 
tongues,  so  much  in  request  by  the  fools  of  the  present  day.  I  wish 
to  have  you  understand,  that  it  is  the  regular  profession,  and  the  reg- 
ular profession  only,  that  are  worthy  of  notice  in  those  early  days. — 
Men  then  believed  in  something  tangible,  and  if  they  did  not  get  bet- 
ter, they  must  certainly  get  worse  under  medical  treatment. 

Fifthly.  I  remark,  that  "she  had  spent  all  that  she  had."  The  poor 
soul  sought  every  available  means  of  relief,  and  though  her  disease 
went  on  unchecked,  she  was  effectually  relieved  of  her  cash.  Yes, 
all;  not  a  single  stiver  was  left.  Those  vampires,  not  satisfied  with 
drawing  her  blood,  must  also  draw  all  of  her  properly.  She,  it  seems, 
did  not  complain  of  robbery  and  extortion.    She  rather  expected  it, 
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and  her  expectation  was  fulfilled  to  t he  very  letter.  She  was  a  sen- 
sible woman.  She,  doubtless,  was  well  aware  that  the  ancient  and 
dignified  profession  was  not  insensible  to  the  value  of  ready  money, 
and  she  submitted  with  good  grace.  My  brethren,  these  hard-heart- 
ed, callous,  avaricious  souls  exist  even  at  the  present  day.  Every 
pang  is  to  them  duly  estimated  worth  so  much  in  the  market.  Even- 
groan  has  a  money  value.  When  the  day  of  hope  is  past,  and  the 
grave  opens  wide — when  sorrowing  dependents  and  relatives  gather 
around,  their  anxiety  concerns  principally  the  bill  "for  services  render- 
ed." I  sincerely  hope,  my  friends,  that  in  modern  times  there  may  be, 
even  in  the  medical  profession,  men  with  hearts  as  largo,  free  and 
sympathetic,  as  there  are  woes  bitter  and  heart-rending  in  the  depths 
of  human  suffering. 

Sixthly,  and  lastly.  I  remark,  "that  she  was  nothing  bettered,  but 
rather  grew  worse."  This  is  no  strange  result.  Men,  and  women  too, 
get  worse  every  day  under  the  regular  treatment.  Why,  my  friends, 
I  had  rather  have  a  band  of  regular  physicians,  and  ancient  physicians 
too,  for  execution,  than  the  best  drilled  brigade  of  soldiers  that  will 
be  marshaled  in  the  present  Eastern  war.  They  couldn't  kill,  if  they 
should  try  their  best,  as  surely  and  quickly  as  the  faculty.  Anybody 
can  load  and  fire  a  gun,  but  they  cannot  do  the  work  with  the  cool 
sang  froid  of  an  ancient  physician.  I  could  stand  here  all  day  and 
enumerate  examples  where  aucieut  physicians  have  done  terrible  exe- 
cution. Not  a  week  ago,  some  of  these  ancieut  physicians  killed  n 
patient  laboring  uuder  peritonitis,  by  dosing  her  with  drastic  cathar- 
tics. Now,  my  friends,  I  do  not  believe  in  this  heroic  dosing,  unless 
you  are  certain  of  a  cure.  I  know  that  when  I  give  my  peritonize 
patients  cathartics,  they  always  die. 

Improvement. — We  see  from  this  subject,  that  these  ancient  physi- 
cians cut  rather  a  sorry  figure.  .  From  the  history  of  the  disease  in  the 
context,  we  cannot  infer,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  whether  the 
complaint  in  question  was  curable  uuder  any  circumstances,  which  is, 
indeed,  a  palliating  thought.  At  any  rate,  however  incurable  the  dis- 
ease, there  should  have  been,  under  judicious  treatment,  a  temporary 
check. 

We  learn,  also,  that  when  "ancient"  methods  of  treatment  fail,  we 
must  rely  upon  an  enlarged  experience,  a  careful  observation,  a  judi- 
cious prudence,  and  a  sound  philosophy,  for  some  new  method  of  cure. 
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The  experience  of  the  past  is  a  glorious  legacy;  but  it  does  not  equal 
in  value  the  careful  researches  and  developments  of  these  latter  days. 

We  also  learn  from  this  subject  the  necessity  of  humanity,  kindness 
and  benevolence  in  all  our  dealings  with  those  under  our  care.  We 
should  not  take  advantage  of  their  follies,  their  whims,  or  weaknesses, 
for  our  own  profit.  Our  business  is  to  do  good,  to  tell  the  truth  at  all 
i  imes,  and  when  we  find  a  case  beyond  human  effort,  to  say  so,  and 
prepare  the  sufferer  for  the  worst.  We  mnst  eschew  quackery,  double 
dealing,  and  meanness;  then  we  shall  be  a  blessing,  and  we  shall  rise 
to  a  well  merited  position  of  dignity  and  usefulness.  So  mote  it  be. 
—Buffalo  Med.  Jour.  T.  H.  S.  M. 


THE  CHANGE  IN  THE  MEDICAL  LAW. 

I  Dr.  Parish,  of  the  N.  J.  Reporter,  thus  criticises  justly  aud 
ably  the  present  action  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State.] 

These  are  wonderful  times.  Times  of  great  adventure.  Times, 
when  men  are  free  to  risk  much  that  is  valuable  in  trade  and  commer- 
cial speculation;  and  strange  to  tell,  when  some  prefer  to  sustain  the 
opinions  and  practices  of  the  ignorant,  the  pretending,  or  the  knavish 
in  medicine,  to  the  sterling,  long-tried,  and  still  enduring  truths  of 
science.  Enterprise  in  commerce,  and  the  heels-over-head  fashion 
that  marks  the  spirit  of  trade,  has  certainly  found  its  way  into  some 
departments  of  medicine.  These  disturbed  and  disturbing  elements, 
with  their  noise  and  glitter,  have  somehow  got  hold  of  the  legisla- 
tive heart  of  New  Jersey.  We  will  not  say  mind,  for  legislators  at 
Trenton  have  not,  within  a  few  years,  exhibited  many  qualities  that 
would  indicate  the  possession  of  much  capital  of  this  sort!  though  we 
freely  admit,  they  have  shown  some  heart  in  their  work.  They  have 
much  heartfelt  sympathy  with  party  interests, — they  have  much  of  it 
with  those  miserable  factions  in  society  where  rum  is  the  ruling  spirit, 
and  where  legislators  who  are  fond  of  the  "creature,"  or  of  the  votes 
of  his  bondmen,  are  the  "gods''  that  are  worshipped  under  his  inspi- 
ration. Such  is  the  lamentable  truth.  It  is  no  marvel,  then,  as  year 
after  year  they  have  resisted  the  cries  and  prayers  of  thousands  of 
their  constituents,  who  have  asked  that  they  should  remove  a  great 
curse  from  their  midst;  that  now,  in  the  hour  of  their  wicked  triumph, 
they  should  put  their  heel  upon  the  long  acknowledged  law  that  has 
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declared  empiricism  in  medicine  illegal.  But  they  Lave  done  it,  and 
who  will  suffer?  Not  the  medical  profession,  certainly,  for  that  has 
a  firmer  basis  than  legislative  authority.  Not  the  Medical  Society, 
certainly,  for  that  existed  before  the  State,  and  had  its  foundation  it 
moral  and  scientific  truth.  Its  code  is  more  enduring  than  the  stat- 
utes of  the  commonwealth,  and  its  interests  so  identified,  of  necessity, 
with  the  interests  of  the  people,  that  the  faint  breath  of  an  ephemeral 
legislation  may  not  dissipate  it.  Whence,  then,  the  cause  of  the  com- 
plaint? It  is  here.  The  standard  of  moral-  is  lowered  by  opening 
wide  the  door  to  advertising  quacks  to  come  in,  and  filch  the  pockets 
of  the  unwary,  for  the  poor  privilege  of  drenching  their  stomachs  with 
secret  nostrums,  by  the  quart.  The  principle  is  a  wrong  one,  as  the 
practice  of  it  is  daily  proving.  The  elevated  position  that  science  has 
long  held,  and  always  will  hold,  has  received  a  thrust  from  the  hand 
of  legislative  authority,  which  indicate.-  a  want  pi  intelligence  in  law 
makers,  that  must  impair  their  influence  and  usefulness.  Bat  the  ex- 
cuse is,  that  the  broad  philanthropy,  and  enlightened  democracy  of 
the  New  Jersey  legislature,  could  not  ai  knowledge  the  principle  of 
conferring  special  privileges.  In  New  Jersey,  that  ought  not  to  • 
tolerated.  They  would  not  sanction  a  monopoly  in  medicine.  Oh  no! 
monopolies  are  obnoxious  to  Jerseymen.  This  was  never  asked  of  then.. 
Had  it  been  offered,  it  would  have  been  spurned.  The  medical  laws 
of  New  Jersey  were  not  instituted  or  sustained  as  a  protection  to  the 
Medical  Society.  They  conferred  upon  it  no  more  actual  benefit  than 
it  now  enjoys.  But  their  object  was  to  protect  the  people  from  im- 
posture; to  testify  iu  favor  of  scientific  medicine.  The  profession  was 
not  the  better,  but  the  people,  for  these  regulations.  The  medical 
mind,  in  its  investigations  after  truth,  was  not  a  whit  strengthened 
by  the  legislative  countenance:  but  the  people's  health  and  purses 
were  in  a  measure  kept  out  of  the  hands  of  intruding  empirics.  Now 
the  tables  are  turned,  and  everybody  who  can  buy  a  parchment  from 
a  pseudo-College,  may  go  to  New  Jersey,  by  invitation  of  its  legisla- 
ture of  1854,  to  practice  deception.  Perhaps  the  legislature  congrat- 
ulates itself,  that  the  first  stroke  has  been  given  to  "monopoly"  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  They  called  the  Medical  Society  by  that  name, 
so  odious  to  Jerseymen,  and  they  have  attempted  to  purge  it  of  its 
sins,  but  have  unfortunately  taken  the  bitter  dose  themselves!  They 
were  miming  men,  who  managed  this  affair.  Not  wise,  f<>r  a  wise 
man  has  said,  what  all  history  has  confirmed,  that 
"  Cunning  is  the  Apr-  of  wisdom." 
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They  stood  before  the  credulous  legislature,  aud  asked  it,  a.-,  the 
crafty,  low-minded  boy  asks  his  playmate,  to  shut  his  eyes,  and  open 
his  mouth;  aud  while  expecting-  to  get  a  sweet  morsel,  the  bitter 
draught  is  thrown  down  his  wide  and  willing  esophagus. 

We  know  the  people  of  New  Jersey  well  enough  to  believe,  that 
their  good  sense  revolts  at  this  little  piece  of  State-House  trickery 
We.  fear  only  for  the  honor  of  law  and  the  beauty  of  moral  principle, 
while  we  shudder  at  the  knavery  and  pretension  of  those  who,  for 
want  of  honesty  enough,  or  knowledge  enough,  have  sought  this  means 
of  gaining  access  to  the  people. 

What  shall  the  profession  do?  is  a  question  not  (infrequently  asked. 
Shall  this  ignorant  legislation  go  unnoticed  by  the  Society,  whose  re- 
putation and  usefulness  it  is  intended  to  impair?  We  will  not  answer. 
Though  we  may  not  refrain  from  expressing  our  individual  belief,  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  resisted,  except  by  the  honest  expression  of  oppo- 
site principles.  This  the  Society,  it  seems  to  us,  might  do  with  per- 
fect consistency.  Indeed,  it  is  a  question  whether  it  does  not  owe  it  to 
the  public,  and  to  itself,  to  make  a  plain  statement  of  its  history,  its 
object,  aud  its  conservative  policy,  and  submit  to  an  intelligent  citi- 
zenship the  examination  of  the  wLole  subject.  If  the  people  prefer 
to  open  the  State  to  all  kinds  of  pretension  and  fraud  in  medicine,  let 
them  do  it,  and  let  the  Medical  Society  respond  Amen!  after  it  shall 
have  declared  its  own  principles,  and  its  determination  to  maintain 
them.  A  dignified  protest  against  this  unwise,  and  to  be  repented  of 
proceeding,  may  well  become  the  venerable  Association,  that  for  nearly 
a  century  has  sought  the  firm  establishment  of  scientific  medicine  in 
New  Jersey, — but  nothing  more.  We  should  regret  to  see  any  con- 
troversy with  misguided  people,  or  unsound  and  unsafe  systems. 
Contact  itself  would  be  vile.  We  would  rather  elevate  the  cause  of 
true  medicine  above  the  reach  of  petty — crawling — slimy  empiricism, 
and  let  it  stand,  too  proud  to  bow,  save  to  the  ever  extending  and 
conquering  sceptre  of  truth  and  Science. 


On  the  Production  of  Local  Anaesthesia. 

Dr.  Snow  read  a  paper  before  the  Physiological  Society  on  the 
above  subject. 

He  said  that  the  only  means  they  as  yet  possessed  of  causing  com- 
plete local  ar  sesthesia  was  that  of  applying  cold,  as  recommended  by 
Dr.  James  Arnott.    When  a  piece  of  folded  lint,  wetted  with  chloro- 
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form,  was  applied  to  the  skin,  and  covered  with  oiled  silk  or  any  other 
impermeable  material,  it  caused  redness  of  the  part,  and  a  sensation 
similar  to  that  caused  by  a  mustard  poultice.  In  about  half  an  hour 
there  were  numbness  and  a  diminution  of  sensibility,  so  that  pricking 
with  a  needle  caused  less  pain  than  at  other  times;  but  he  had  not 
been  able  to  produce  complete  anaesthesia  either  with  this  or  any  other 
medicine  applied  to  the  sound  skin.  The  reason  of  this  was  the  very 
slow  and  sparing  manner  in  which  fluids  permeated  the  cuticle,  and 
the  circumstance  that  the  small  quantity  which  did  permeate  the  cuti- 
cle was  afterwards  carried  away  from  the  part  in  the  circulating  blood. 
When  denuded  of  cuticle  by  a  blister,  or  any  other  means,  the  skin 
was  readily  made  insensible,  even  by  the  vapor  of  chloroform,  so  that 
the  raw  surface  might  be  rubbed  without  causing  pain.  The  insensi- 
bility caused  by  the  application  of  a  mixture  of  pounded  ice  and  salt,  • 
extended  only  to  a  very  slight  depth,  as  he  had  ascertained  in  the  fol- 
lowing way: — He  had  congealed  part  of  the  palmar  surface  of  the 
hand  and  fingers,  making  a  space  of  two  inches  square  quite  hard  and 
insensible,  when,  on  examining  the  skin  which  connects  the  roots  of  the 
fingers  on  the  dorsal  surface,  he  found  it  quite  sensible  to  pricking, 
even  when  separated  from  the  palmar  surface  by  a  thickness  of  only 
the  tenth  of  an  inch.  The  application  of  ice  and  salt  caused  great 
pain,  and  the  pain  was  still  greater  as  the  sensibility  returned  in  the 
part,  which  remained  tender  for  upwards  of  twenty-four  hours.  He, 
therefore,  considered  this  application  hardly  suited,  even  for  operations 
confined  to  the  skin,  except  in  cases  where  the  surgeon  or  patient  had 
an  objection  to  the  inhalation  of  chloroform.  The  French  had  lately 
introduced  a  plan  of  refrigeration  by  dropping  ether  on  the  part,  and 
increasing  the  evaporation  by  a  current  of  air  from  a  bellows.  Some 
minor  opei'ations  had  been  performed  in  Paris  with  scarcely  any  pain, 
when  this  process  had  been  applied,  and  he  (Dr.  S.)  had  tried  it  on  a 
patient  of  Mr.  Ure,  in  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  with  an  ulcer  of  the  leg, 
the  callous  edges  of  which  it  was  desirable  to  divide.  The  incisions 
on  that  edge  of  the  ulcer  where  the  ether  had  chiefly  been  applied 
were  not  felt  at  all,  and  the  others  caused  very  little  pain.  This  pro- 
cess was  attended  with  less  pain  than  the  application  of  ice  and  salt, 
and  probably  might  be  much  improved  in  efficacy. 

Mr.  Richardson  had  succeeded  in  producing  local  amiesthesia  by 
placing  folds  of  cloth  over  an  ulcer,  with  an  opening  in  them;  over 
this  he  placed  a  piece  of  lint  saturated  with  chloroform.    The  whole 
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was  enveloped  in  oil  silk  covering,  and  insensibility  in  the  part  ex- 
posed to  the  chloroform  was  the  result. 

Dr.  Crisp  had  seen  Dr.  Simpson  perform  some  experiments  with 
chloroform  in  1848.  The  hand  was  found  to  become  numbed  when 
placed  in  a  jug  containing  the  agent,  although  the  liquid  was  not 
touched.  When  certain  portions  of  a  worm  were  touched  by  chloro- 
form, they  become  paralyzed.  There  was  one  curious  circumstance 
about  chloroform — viz.,  nineteen  out  of  twenty  persons  might  take  it 
with  impunity,  whilst  the  twentieth,  though  apparently  healthy,  might 
die.  The  same  fact  held  good  with  respect  to  cats,  the  influence  being 
upon  the  heart,  and  dependent  upon  some  peculiarity  of  constitution. 

Mr.  Potts  mentioned  a  case  of  severe  rheumatism  which  had  been 
treated  with  complete  success  by  the  application  of  cold,  as  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Arnott.  In  this  case  the  cold  was  applied  for  the 
space  of  five  minutes,  and  the  patient  did  not  complain  of  pain. 

Dr.  O'Connor  had  succeeded  in  producing  local  anaesthesia  on  ul- 
cerated surfaces  by  saturating  folds  of  linen  with  chloroform,  and 
placing  them  over  the  part. 

Dr.  Gibbs  said  that  strong  extract  of  tobacco,  when  applied  locally, 
acted  in  some  cases  as  an  anaesthetic. — London  Lancet. 


YOUNG  PHYSIC. 

In  all  periods  of  the  world's  history,  aged  men — those  who  may  be 
considered  locomotive  libraries,  filled  with  volumes  of  knowledge  and 
experience  concerning  the  past,  have  been  regarded  as  having  their 
proper  place  in  the  front  ranks  of  society,  and  of  all  the  learned  pro- 
fessions, so  as  to  be  in  a  position  to  give  direction  to  all  measures  of 
importance. 

Lately  the  integrity  of  this  time-honored  custom  has  been  assailed 
in  so  many  of  the  departments  of  society,  that  fears  are  entertained 
that  the  movement  will  have  a  kind  of  epidemic  prevalence.  In  its 
spread  it  has  already  found  its  way  into  the  medical  profession,  and 
as  a  consequence,  the  name  "  Old  Fogy"  is  about  to  he  canonized 
as  a  term  full  of  meaning,  and  without  the  use  of  which  not  only  our 
system  of  nomenclature  will  be  out  of  proportion,  but  we  would  be 
unable  to  make  useful  distinctions  in  regard  to  many  of  the  important 
interests  of  humanity. 

That  this  is  an  age  of  great  progress,  and  characterized  with  some  of 
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the  most  extraordinary  inventions  and  improvements  that  have  ever 
characterized  the  race,  are  facts  so  obvious,  that  no  one  will  controvert 
them,  unless  he  has  been  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  in  close 
communion  with  Morpheus.  But  that  it  will  be  an  improvement  to 
give  the  cold  shoulder  to,  or  invite  into  retirement  every  man  who  hap- 
pens to  have  a  few  gray  hairs  on  his  pate,  regardless  of  every  other 
consideration,  is  one  of  the  edicts  of  the  times,  that  has  struck  some 
members  off  the  profession  as  being  of  not  quite  as  much  use  as  the 
"  Moral  Law.'"  Pushing  the  old  men  aside,  dismissing  them  from  the 
stage  of  action,  in  order  to  make  room  for  "Young  Physic,"  will  not, 
it  is  imagined,  make  it  less  necessary  to  give  physic  than  formerly. 
Badinage  aside,  we  desire  to  see  the  young  men  of  the  times  ambi- 
tious in  moving  forward  to  the  positions  to  which  they  imagine  them- 
selves called  upon  by  the  interests  of  humanity  to  till — have  no  great 
desire,  however,  to  see  them  volunteering  with  so  much  patriotism,  if 
a  military  figure  is  allowable,  to  attend  to  the  sepulchral  rites  of  the 
old.  In  former  times,  men  after  having  filled  the  measure  of  their  use- 
fulness, died  a  natural  death.  Perhaps  the  same  thing  will  occur 
again.    Suppose  we  wait  and  see  if  Nature  is  "semper  idem." 

The  foibles  and  frivolities  of  youth  are  not  less  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
quiries connected  with  medical  progress,  than  the  dotage  or  dogma- 
tisms of  age,  and  there  are  just  as  many  reasons  why  the  former  should 
be  unfavorably  regarded  as  the  latter. 

What  conduces  to  bring  about  the  best  state  of  things,  is  perhaps 
a  mixture  of  young  and  old  blood  in  something  like  equal  proportions. 
This  kind  of  a  compound  secures  the  experience,  profoundness,  discre- 
tion, etc.,  of  the  aged,  and  the  zeal,  energy  and  go-a-headativeness  of 
the  young. —  Ohio  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


Blood-Letting  in  Mental  Disorders. 

BV  riASY  KARLE.  M.  I>. 

Dr.  Earle,  in  reply  to  the  question,  "To  what  extent,  in  regard  to 
both  frequency  and  quantity,  is  the  abstraction  of  blood  required  in 
the  treatment  of  insanity  ?"  makes  the  following  remarks,  in  American 
Journal  of  Insanity,  for  April,  1854: — 

A  reply  to  the  proposition  at  the  commencement  may  now  be  at- 
tempted. It  is  evident,  however,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
that  no  positive,  definite  answer,  couched  in  terms  as  fixed  as  figures 
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represent  numbers,  cau  be  given.  It  must  be  merely  approximative. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  convey  it  in  a  series  of  facte,  truths,  or  inferences, 
which  I  hope  are  fairly  deduced  from  the  substance  of  the  foregoing 
pages. 

1.  Insanity,  in  any  form,  is  not  of  itself  an  indication  for  blood- 
lcttiug. 

2.  On  the  contrary,  its  existence  is,  of  itself,  a  coutra-indication. 
Hence,  the  person  who  is  insane  should,  other  tilings  being  equal,  be 
bled  less  than  one  who  is  not  insane. 

3.  The  usuial  condition  of  the  brain  in  mania  is  not  that  of  active 
inflammation,  but  of  a  species  of  excitement,  irritability,  or  irritation, 
perhaps  more  frequently  resulting  from  or  accompanied  by  ana'iuia, 
debility,  or  abnormal  preponderance  of  the  nervous  over  the  circula- 
tory functions,  than  in  connection  with  plethora  and  enduring  vital 
power. 

4.  The  excitement,  both  mental  and  physical,  produced  by  this  ir- 
ritation can,  iu  most  cases,  be  permanently  subdued,  and  its  radical 
source  removed  by  other  means,  more  readily  than  by  bleeding. 

5.  Yet  insanity  may  be  co-existent  with  conditions, — such  as  pos- 
itive plethora,  a  tendency  to  apoplexy  or  paralysis,  and  sometimes 
sthenic  congestion  or  inflammation,  which  call  for  the  abstraction  of 
blood. 

6.  Venesection  in  mental  disorders  should  not  be  absolutely  aban- 
doned, although  the  cases  requiring  it  are  very  rare. 

7.  As  a  general  rule,  topical  is  preferable  to  general  bleeding. 

8.  In  many  cases  where  the  indication  for  direct  depletion  is  not 
urgent,  but  where  blood-letting,  particularly  if  local,  might  be  prac- 
tised without  injury,  it  is  safer  and  better  to  treat  by  other  means, 
equalizing  the  circulation,  and  promoting  the  secretions  and  excretions. 

9.  The  physical  conditions  requiring  blood-letting  more  frequently 
exist  in  mania  than  in  any  other  of  the  ordinary  forms  of  mental, 
alienation. 

10.  Insanity  following  parturition,  other  things  being  equal,  is  to 
be  treated  by  bleeding  less  frequently  than  that  which  has  its  origin 
in  other  causes. 

11.  If  the  mental  disorder  be  the  direct  result  of  injury  to  the 
head,  the  treatment  must  be  directed  to  the  wound,  or  its  physical  ef- 
fects, not  specially  to  the  psychic  condition. 

12.  In  many  cases  where  insanity  is  accompanied  by  typhus  symp- 
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terns;  and  in  some  where  the  aspect  is  that  of  acute  phrenitis,  active 
stimulants  alone  can  save  the  patient,  and  direct  depletion  from  the 
circulation  is  almost  certainly  fatal. 


INC0MPAT1BLES. 

By  Charles  William  Wright,  M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati. 
The  following  table  contains,  it  is  believed,  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  of  incompatible^  that  will  ever  be  of  much  value  to  the 
physician  and  medical  student: 

TABLE  OF  INCOMPATIBLE?. 

(  Alkalies, 
All  Acids.  -|  Alkaline  earths, 
( All  carbonates.* 

Alkalies  and  their  carbonates,  \  Soluble  metallic  salts,  as  the  sulphate  of  iron, 
Alkaline  earths,  )  Also  the  fixed  oils. 

( Soluble  salts  of  lead, 
Sulphuric  acid  and  soluble  sulphates.  -'      "       "  mercury, 

(      ••        '•  antimony. 

CfilSof 'sXm,  i  Sol?lble  *****  of  1?.ad' 
Iodide  of  potassium.  (  sllver' 

f  Soluble  salts  of  iron, 
"       "  silver, 
Tannic  and  gallic  acids.  -|      "       '•  lead, 

"       "  copper, 
[      "        "  antimony. 
Water  '  Tinctures  of  substances  which  are  not  soluble  in  water  to  any  great  ex- 

"j  tent,  as  tincture  of  iodine. 
Tinctures    ^  Solution  of  all  substances  which  are  insoluble  in  alcohol,  as  a  solu- 
|  tion  of  gum  arabic,  mucilages,  &c. 

Salts  containing  the  same  acids,  or  the  same  bases,  are  not,  as  a 
general  thing,  incompatible  with  each  other.  Thus  the  sulphate  of 
potash  is  not  incompatible  with  the  sulphate  of  soda.  Neither  is  the 
sulphate  of  potash  incompatible  with  the  nitrate  of  potash.  Any  two 
substances  which  contain  the  materials  for  forming  an  insoluble  body, 
are  incompatible  with  each  other.  Thus,  carbonate  of  soda  and  nitrate 
of  silver,  when  brought  together  in  solution,  form  the  insoluble  car- 
bonate of  silver. 


The  Czar's  Madness. 

The  autocrat  of  all  the  Bussias,  whose  submission  the  allied  powers 
of  Europe  have  undertaken  to  secure,  has  lately  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  psychological  disquisition  in  Winslow's  Journal. 

It  is  attempted  to  show  that  the  Emperor  is  mad,  a  bona  fide  luna- 


*  Pruesic  aciil  is  not  incompatible  with  tin'  carbonates,  but  all  other  acid*  are. 
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tic,  whose  mind  for  some  time  back  has  I  con  non  compos — that  his 
disorder  has  beeu  gradually  forming',  and  lias  lately  become  fearfully 
aggravated.  The  plot  of  occupying  the  Moldo-Wallachian  principali- 
ties, and  perspeetively  Constantinople,  is  the  device  of  a  disordered 
brain,  and  the  military  movements  now  made  proceed  from  a  similar 
source.  His  delusiou  is  of  a  religious  cast,  so  that  he  is  heard  to  en- 
large upon  the  holy  character  of  the  war,  and  his  being  under  the 
special  protection  of  the  Deity.  All  of  which  features  should,  it  is 
thought,  warrant  any  clever  surgeon  in  certifying  his  fitness  for  an 
asylum  or  straight  jacket.  The  climax,  however,  of  the  whole  is  the 
supposition  that  had  a  few  leeches  and  blisters  been  applied  to  the 
Imperial  head,  and  his  Majesty  subjected  to  a  course  of  purgation, 
warm  bathing,  and  the  application  of  the  douche,  the  great  calamity 
of  a  European  war  would  have,  in  all  probability,  been  averted.  A 
wise  physician  consequently  could  have  done  the  state  more  service 
than  the  wiliest  diplomatist.  We  do  not  believe,  however,  in  any  such 
arrant  vagary;  as  well  might  we  believe  he  is  the  amiable  creature  ic- 
presented  by  Mr.  Pease,  or  the  young  Nick  of  great  promise  parent- 
ally claimed  by  the  Prince  of  Darkness.  There  is  no  evidence  before 
us  of  the  insanity  of  the  Czar.  His  health  latterly  has  been  much 
shattered  by  different  attacks  of  illness,  but  none  ever  reached  his 
brain.  His  memory  continues  unimpaired.  No  weakening  of  his  men- 
tal faculties  has  been  noticed,  and  although  of  old  age  he  exhibits  no 
sign  of  imbecility.  His  moral  nature  has  suffered  no  change:  at  most 
it  can  only  be  said  he  is  rather  more  sober  and  morose  than  is  his  wont. 
He  still  is  and  always  has  been  very  prone  to  fits  of  violent  anger,  but 
these  are  not  morbid  in  one  of  a  despotic  and  irritable  tendency  involv- 
ed in  perplexity  and  embroiled  in  calamity — subject  to  a  perpetual  re- 
currence of  cares  and  vexations  in  public  and  private,  so  that  his  ears 
are  never  out  of  a  hornet's  nest.  The  only  wonder  is  that  he  is  not 
driven  mad.  We  have  been  chiefly  induced  to  notice  the  above  as 
another  proof  of  the  present  desire  to  refer  every  atrocious  villain*  to 
a  diseased  mind. — Montreal  Med.  Chronicle. 


"THE  OLD  MAN  ELOQUENT." 

[Professor  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia,  thus  disposes  of  the  boys 
who  have  been  reviewing  his  books  in  the  New  Orleans  Jour- 
nal and  in  the  American  Medical  Monthly  of  New  York.  We 
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venture  to  suggest  to  our  neighbor,  that  to  compare  as  he- 
does  sueli  a  man  as  C.  D.  Meigs  to  the  "  soi  disant  Drs.  Fitch 
and  Beach,"  betrays  a  temper  in  resenting  the  reproof,  which 
is  unbecoming,  even  under  so  great  provocation.  The  great 
reviewed  and  his  books  will  survive  all  his  paltry  reviews 
and  their  hypercriticism,  for  maiigre  all  these,  Dr.  Meigs  has 
merits  in  his  department,  which  in  our  opinion  place  him,  in 
knowledge  and  experience,  head  and  shoulders  above  any  man 
in  America.  As  a  writer,  with  all  his  faults,  he  is  immeasur- 
ably superior  to  all  his  reviewers,  as  this  characteristic  letter 
will  demonstrate:] 

PROCESSOR  MEIGS'S  REPLY  TO  CRITICS. 

Philadelphia,  May  (i,  1854. 
Dear  Sir: — As  it  is  common  to  all  men  to  prefer  commendation 
rather  than  reproof,  I  could  not  well  avoid  a  feeling  of  regret,  not 
unmixed  with  surprise,  on  receiving  your  note  of  the  1st  hist.,  which 
was  marked  "  confidential."  I  regret,  in  the  first  place,  that  your 
journal  should  be  the  medium  by  which  1  am  to  be  assailed,  and  I 
was  surprised  to  find  that  you  should  use  it  against  a  work  of  mine 
with  which  you  are  apparently  not  dissatisfied.  At  least,  1  gather 
from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  that  you  do  not  disapprove  of  the  tract 
in  question. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  sir,  for  the  favorable  expressions  and  kind 
wishes  contained  in  the  closing  paragraph  of  your  letter,  and  beg  to- 
assure  you,  you  are  quite  correct  in  supposing  that  I  "make  a  better 
use  of 'my'  time  than  those  who  read  reviews  of  themselves  after  having 
written  the  best  books  extant."  I  believe  there  are  not  a  few  reviews 
of  my  publications  that  I  have  not  read;  and  while  it  is  true  that  I 
should  thankfully  receive  and  strive  to  improve  every  truly  obvious 
suggestion  in  the  way  of  emendation,  1  confess  I  have  but  very  little 
concern  in  the  opinions  of  angry  and  unreasonable  or  incompetent  wri- 
ters of  criticism,  some  of  which  I  have  found  to  be  beneath  contempt 
for  kuowledge  or  temper  exhibited  by  them. 

I  hope  that  I  have  not,  by  any  one,  been  charged  with  the  indecen- 
cy of  praising  my  own  writings,  which  have  often  been  the  subjects, of 
very  sharp  comment.  I  know  and  admit  that  my  writings  have  many 
faults;  but  I  claim  that  even  were  I  a  good  writer,  I  have  been  too 
busy  a  man  to  write  with  care,  or  with  very  special  regard  to  the  mau- 
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tier  of  expressing  my  thoughts.  If  I  should  have  waited  for  time  to 
write,  I  should  never  have  made  public  a  line  on  medical  topics;  and 
yet,  as  you  kuow,  I  have  written  a  good  deal:  perhaps  I  should  have 
been  a  wiser  man  if  I  had  never  published  a  paragraph  on  medicine  I 
and  were  I  governed  only  by  the  opinions  of  these  young  gentlemen 
of  our  brotherhood,  who  do  most  of  the  American  medical  reviews,  I 
should  long  ago  have  resolved  never  thereafter  to  open  my  mouth  in 
their  presence,  but,  holding  my  peace,  leave  them  alone  in  their  self- 
sufficiency. 

It  is  a  difficult  thing  for  a  man  to  judge  on  a  question  of  this  kind. 
Here  now  are  youug  people  in  New  York  and  Virginia,  and  elsewhere, 
who  review  not  my  books  only,  but  me,  even  when  my  books  are  not 
in  the  caption;  and  who  inform  the  public  that  I  cannot  write  English, 
and  that  what  I  do  say  is  wholly  unintelligible,  and,  worse  and  worse, 
that  what  I  have  written  is  "unworthy  of  his  (my)  eminent  position." 

I  have  not  claimed  to  be  in  an  eminent  position,  saving  and  except- 
ing only,  that  I  shall  ever  deem  it  a  fortunate  and  creditable  circum- 
stance that  I  am  sustained  by  my  colleagues  of  the  College,  conjointly 
with  whom  I  have  labored  as  a  public  instructor  of  students  of  medi- 
cine, in  perfect  harmony  and  concord,  for  a  great  many  years.  This 
1  presume  I  may,  without  vanity,  be  allowed  to  regard  as  an  enviable 
position,  seeing  that  our  medical  brethren  in  the  States  do  send  to  us  a 
great  number  of  their  pupils,  which  is  a  certain  mark  of  their  confi- 
dence and  respect. 

1  know  not,  then,  what  these  young  gentlemen  mean  by  "his  emi- 
nent position,"  unless  they  be  pleased  to  refer  to  my  writings,  which 
nevertheless  they  do  reprobate,  and,  I  might  say,  truculently  condemn 
and  destroy — if  they  be,  indeed,  destroyed  by  these  public  spirited  and 
most  learned  guardians  of  our  sacred  fane! 

What  wou'd  you  have  me  to  do,  Dr.  Dowler?  Shall  a  man  lay  his 
hand  on  his  mouth  and  his  month  in  the  dust,  because  a'  *  *  wri- 
ter of  squibs  shall  deem  him  unworthy  of  his  "eminent  station?" 

I  do  think  that  Heaven  knows  I  never  wrote  for  my  own  sake,  but 
for  the  sake  of  my  brethren,  to  whom  I  owe  an  unpayable  debt  of 
thanks  and  grateful  respect  for  their  goodness,  by  me  scarcely  dese  rved. 
I  say  that  I  am  deeply  in  debt  to  my  medical  countrymen  Cor  the  some 
thousands  of  their  students  whom  they  have  permitted  to  hear  my 
publ  c  lectures,  and  for  their  approbation  of  my  writings,  most  clearly 
expressed  in  the  fact  that  they  have  taken  15  or  20,000  volumes  of 
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them  from  my  bopksellers,  and  are  now  asking  me  for  others  that  I 
am  preparing  to  send  them.  In  fact,  I  have  just  finished  for  the  bind- 
ers a  new  and  enlarged  edition  of  my  Letters  on  Woman,  whieh  I 
hope  may  be  found  emended  as  well  as  augmented,  for  it  was  much 
abused,  with  the  rest. 

I  repeat,  then,  what  ought  1  to  do?  Am  1  to  believe  the  young 
gentlemen,  the  sophomore  scoll<n<h  [?]  who  assail  me,  or  may  I  not 
venture  rather  to  rely  on  the  seniors,  my  brethren,  who  buy  20,000 
volumes  of  my  medical  tracts,  and  ask  me  for  others  that  are  forth- 
coming? I  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  American  doctors  to  think 
they  would  purchase  so  large  a  library  that  has  in  it  neither  English 
nor  common  sense. 

As  to  the  particular  tract  which  you  tell  me  is  to  be  reviewed  in 
your  forthcoming  number.  I  will  be  so  weak  as  to  confess,  I  should  be 
sorry  to  find  it  a  failure,  not  on  account  of  the  personal  mortification 
merely,  but  because  I  have  good  reasons  to  believe  it  contains  much 
sound  and  wholesome  instruction,  well  fitted  to  aid  the  young  and  in- 
experienced brethren  in  a  difficult  department  of  clinics;  wherein  many, 
nay  the  majority  of  us,  commit  the  most  scandalous  blunders,  and  do 
the  most  blameable  malpractice. 

I  hope  I  have  not  the  least  desire  to  rescue  the  volume,  however 
much  I  confide  in  the  principles  and  methods  which  I  have  inculcated, 
from  a  condign  condemnation.  Yet  I  confess  it  is  hard  for  me  to  un- 
derstand how  it  should  be,  that,  while  supposiug  myself  to  be  very 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  history  and  bibliography  of  that  parti- 
cular subject,  I  should  make  the  grave  mistake  of  regarding  the  book 
as  not  only  a  useful  but  an  original  and  novel  exposition  of  these  mat- 
ters, if  it  should  in  the  end  prove  to  be  not  worth  a  rush.  Assuredly, 
considering  the  place  I  have  long  occupied  as  a  practitioner  and  teacher, 
the  duty  I  owed  to  my  brethren  of  being  a  man  of  studious  habits,  as 
well  as  a  careful  observer  of  diseases  and  results  of  treatment,  I  ought 
by  this  time  to  have  learned  something  worthy  of  being  told  to  others. 
Still,  your  reviewer  may  be  a  person  far  more  variously  and  accurately 
informed  than  I,  and  so  prove  himself  quite  able  to  show  that  I  have 
learned  nothing  in  cases  that  have  attracted  much  of  my  attention  for 
many  years.  Let  him,  in  that  case,  cut  my  book  into  shreds  if  he  will: 
I  shall  endeavor  to  think  no  evil  of  him  on  account  of  his  evil  intent 
towards  me,  or  my  book  rather.  If  he  rails  at  us,  much  happiness  and 
self-gratulation  may  he  find  in  his  railing.    I  shall  endeavor  to  find 
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contentment,  nevertheless,  and  to  that  end  perhaps  I  might  do  well  to 
read  in  the  Bible.  In  the  2d  chapter  of  II.  Book  of  Kings,  I  shall 
find  a  story  concerning  the  prophet  Elisha;  he  was  old  and  well  stricken 
in  years,  and  so  am  I;  he  had  a  bald  head,  and  so  have  I;  he  went 
on  his  way  in  the  world,  and  so  do  I;  he  met  angry  and  naughty  boys, 
so  have  1;  they  scorned  his  gray  hairs  and  hooted  at  his  bald  crown; 
probably  they  thought  him  unfit  for  his  "eminent  station,"  and  they 
cried  out  upon  him,  "Go  up,  thou  bald  head;  go  up,  thou  bald  head." 
The  prophet  turned  and  "cursed  them,"  so  do  not  I ;  and  the  Lord 
sent  two  she  bears  out  of  the  mountain,  and  "they  tare  forty-and-two 
of  those  children  that  day."  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  poor  dear  little 
Jew  boys  that  were  torn,  and  I  hope  my  reviewers  may  keep  clear  of 
all  such,  and  other  vermin.  And  1  even  go  so  far  in  humanity  as  to 
trust,  humbly,  they  will  not  feel  themselves  hurt  by  the  reflection  that 
their  brethren  and  mine  have  bought  some  20,000  volumes  of  medical 
works  from  a  writer  whom  they  so  greatly  disapprove. 

I  heartily  reciprocate  your  kind  wishes  for  my  welfare;  and,  while  I 
regret  you  should  use  your  journal  to  dome  hurt  and  damage,  I  am 
not  the  less  an  admirer  of  your  talents  and  industry,  and  I  rest  with 
respectful  consideration,  Yourserv't,  Ch.  D.  Meigs. 

Dr.  B.  Bowler,  New  Orleans. 

P.  S. — Were  it  not  that  you  have  marked  your  note  to  me  "confi- 
dential," I  would  invite  yon  to  use  your  pleasure  as  to  the  insertion  of 
this  into  a  number  of  your  Journal — not  that  I  am  desirous  to  defend 
my  book  against  criticism,  but  only  in  the  view  of  saying  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  quite  true — that  I  have  reason  to  look  upon  my  writings 
with  less  doubt  as  to  their  usefulness,  on  account  of  the  undeniable  fact 
that  they  have  met  with  considerable  favor  at  the  hands  of  the  medi- 
cal public  in  our  country.  Yet,  after  all,  perhaps  your  reviewer  may 
have  been  pleased  to  say  nothing  that  I  should  not  be  willing  to  agree 
to.    In  that  case  I  should  have  no  answer  to  make.  c.  d.  m. 


THE  HOMEOPATHIC  HOSPITAL 

In  London,  about  which  there  was  such  a  flourish  of  trumpets  not  long 
since  in  the  Evening  Post,  &c,  has  become  defunct,  and  the  effects 
sold  at  auction.  What  has  become  of  its  long  list  of  Royal  patrons 
and  patronesses?  Their  contributions  were  probably  in  too  infinites- 
imal doses  1 
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HAHNEMANN  AND  MRS.  MOW  ATT 

FROM  HER  ACTOBIOGRAPHY. 

It  was  scarcely  nine  o'clock  when  I  entered  Hahnemann's  inagnifi- 
cent  mansion;  but  his  saloons  were  already  crowded,  and  one  o'clock 
atruck  before  I  gained  an  audience.  A  valet  in  gaudy  livery,  who 
had  taken  my  card  some  four  hours  before,  then  approached,  and  in- 
formed me  that  I  would  now  be  received  into  the  consultation  cham 
ber.  I  followed  him  through  a  succession  of  apartments,  all  richly 
furnished,  with  numberless  busts  of  Hahnemann,  of  various  sizes.  A. 
door  was  thrown  open,  and  I  entered  the  consultation  room. 

At  the  head  of  a  long  table  sat  a  lady,  dressed  in  the  most  recherche 
demi-toilet,  with  a  gold  pen  in  her  hand,  and  piles  of  books  and  pa- 
pers strewed  around  her.  She  might  have  been  forty  years  old;  but 
I  am  no  judge  of  ages.  Her  form  was  finely  rounded,  and  her  face 
atill  fresh  and  handsome.  Her  brow  was  remarkably  high,  and  the 
hair,  thrown  back  from  her  temples,  fell  in  long,  light  curls  upon  her 
shoulders.  Her  complexion  was  brilliantly  clear,  and  her  blue  eyes 
had  a  deeply  thoughtful  expression.  She  rostr  to  receive  me,  and  it 
was  not  until  she  resumed  her  seat  that  a  shrivelled,  little,  old  man 
became  visible.  He  was  reclining  in  a  sumptuous  arm-chair,  with  a 
black  velvet  skullcap  on  his  head,  and  in  his  mouth  a  richly-enamelled 
pipe,  that  reached  almost  to  his  knees.  His  face  reminded  me  of  a 
ruddy  apple  that  had  been  withered  by  the  frost;  but  the  small,  dark 
eyes,  deeply  set  in  his  head,  could  scarcely  have  glittered  with  more 
brilliancy  in  his  lusty  youth.  As  I  took  the  seat  which  Mrs.  Hahne- 
mann designated,  he  noticed  me  only  with  a  look  rather  than  a  bow, 
and  removing  the  pipe  from  his  mouth,  deliberately  sent  a  volume  of 
smoke  across  the  table  — probably  in  token  of  greeting. 

Mrs.  Hahnemann  addressed  me,  and  wrote  down  my  answers  to  her 
numerous  questions;  but  at  the  conclusion  of  the  interview  declined 
prescribing,  until  the  invalid  made  the  effort  to  appear  in  person. 
Hahnemann  sat  puffing  away  as  though  his  existence  depended  upon 
the  amount  of  smoke  with  which  he  was  surrounded,  and  apparently 
intent  alone  upon  his  pleasant  occupation.  But  when  I  spoke  of  our 
long  visit  to  Germany,  he  suddenly  took  the  pipe  from  his  mouth. 
"  Sprechen  sie  Deutsche?"  were  the  first  words  he  addressed  to  me. 

I  had  only  to  utter  "  Ya  wohl,"  when  a  species  of  Promethean  fire 
seemed  to  shoot  through  the  veins  of  the  smoking  automaton;  he  laid 
down  his  pipe,  and  commenced  an  animated  conversation  in  his  own 
fanguage 
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NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS 

The  back  volumes  can  now  be  furnished,  from  1850  to  1853,  neatly  bound 
and  lettered,  at  $7  for  the  four  volumes. 

The  January  number  for  the  present  year.  1854,  cannot  be  supplied,  the  de- 
mand having  already  encroached  upon  our  files  reserved  for  binding. 

Our  Exchanges  should  be  addressed  to  the  "  Medical  Gazette,  New- York." 
If  otherwise,  they  may  not  reach  our  table. 

Our  box  at  the  Post  Office  of  this  city  having  been  repeatedly  robbed  of  late, 
and  the  thief  having  been  detected,  will  explain  why  letters  to  us  have  re- 
mained unanswered.  Remittances  not  acknowledged,  as  they  have  been  made 
at  our  risk,  will  be  duly  credited  on  information  that  the  money  was  mailed. 

Delinquent  subscribers  are  reminded  that  six  months  of  the  year  have  expir- 
ed with  June,  and  that  an  advance  of  $1  per  annum  will  be  made  of  subscrip- 
tions remaining  unpaid.  Early  remittance,  either  in  cash  or  postage  stamps, 
■will  save  50  per  cent. 

^S"  A  few  more  advertisements  can  now  be  inserted. 

ti®~  In  calling  attention  to  the  leading  article  of  this  number,  by 
Dr.  Wallace,  we  need  scarcely  repeat  that,  as  in  all  other  cases,  we 
assume  no  responsibility  for  the  medical  doctrines  of  our  correspondents, 
and  cannot  be  expected  to  endorse  all  the  views  they  present,  of  con- 
■fcagion  especially,  in  relation  to  which  our  opinions  are  known  to  our 
readers.  But  we  regard  this  as  a  timely  article,  which  cannot  fail  to 
profit  by  its  originality  and  ingenuity — rare  attributes  now-a-days 
among  medical  writers.    It  needs  and  deserves  a  careful  perusal. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  our  last  number,  we  were  led  into  error  by  the  statement,  copied 
from  one  of  our  exchanges,  that  the  veteran  Professor  of  Surgery  in 
this  school  had  resigned.  By  the  announcement  in  another  column, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  Faculty  of  this  great  medical  college,  the 
mother  of  us  all,  continues  unchanged,  and  is  preparing  to  open  the 
next  session  of  lectures  with  the  same  Professors  as  last  year.  The 
successors  of  Drs.  Hare  and  Horner,  Professors  Rogers  and  Leidy, 
are  destined  to  great  popularity  and  usefulness,  and  it  will  be  long 
before  the  halo  which  surrounds  this  venerable  and  venerated  Univer- 
sity shall  cease  to  attract  a  crowd  of  students  to  its  halls.  The  rival 
schools  will  themselves  rejoice  in  its  success. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Our  article  in  the  last  number,  on  the  subject  of  the  recent  change 
in  the  medical  department  of  this  school,  was  founded  on  a  different 
state  of  facts  from  those  which,  we  since  learn,  underlie  the  whole- 
proceedings.  We  were  misled  by  a  newspaper  sent  us  from  Detroit, 
and  a  correspondent  in  Michigan,  who  complained  of  the  flagranti 
wrong  done  to  Professor  Allen  in  the  precise  terms  we  named.  Sup- 
posing the  whole  affair  to  be  the  result  of  the  Homoeopathic  element 
wrought  into  the  head  of  the  University,  whose  presiding  over  the  med- 
ical department  seemed  an  anomaly,  we  expressed  ourselves  accord- 
ingly. Since  then,  a  candid  and  reliable  friend  at  Ann  Arbor  ha:-, 
assured  us  that,  so  far  as  the  changes  in  the  Medical  Faculty  are  con- 
cerned, they  were  necessary  under  existing  circumstances,  and  no  one- 
has  a  right  to  complain.  We  should  regret  any  disaster  to  this  first 
great  experiment  at  a  free  medical  education,  provided  by  the  liberal- 
ity of  the  State,  and  have  heretofore  taken  frequent  occasion  to  com- 
mend the  example  of  Michigan  in  this  respect.  Thus  far  the  school 
has  done  well  in  every  aspect,  and  we  wish  it  continued  success, 

NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  programme  of  lectures  in  this  new  school  is  announced  in  an- 
other column.  The  same  Faculty  will  resume  their  regular  course  of 
instruction  in  October,  and,  as  we  learn  with  pleasure,  have  very  en- 
couraging prospects  of  a  larger  class  than  heretofore.  The  increasing 
reputation  of  Professor  Horace  Green,  by  reason  of  his  recent  publi- 
cations, and  the  criticisms  they  have  called  forth  at  home  and  abroad,- 
cannot  fail  to  attract  students  to  the  school  over  which  he  presides. 
The  vast  experience  and  extraordinary  success  of  Professor  Carnochan,. 
in  the  surgical  practice  of  the  largest  hospital  in  the  world,  and  to 
which  his  pupils  have  access,  will  not  be  without  its  influence  in  favor 
of  the  college.  Professor  Peaslee  is  an  unrivalled  teacher  of  Anatomy, 
and  his  popularity  has  been  greatly  increased  by  his  recent  medical 
writings.  Professor  Parker,  in  editing  so  ably  the  American  Medical 
Monthly,  has  done  much  to  strengthen  the  school  whence  it  emanates, 
and  will  do  more  by  his  Physiological  lectures.  Professor  Doremus 
has  essentially  served  the  school  by  his  series  of  popular  and  scientific 
lectures,  while  Professors  Barker  and  Davis  have  fully  sustained  them- 
selves, from  the  opening  of  the  college,  in  their  respective  departments, 
and  have  always  been  favorites  with  the  students. 

We  shall  be  disappointed  if,  under  such  auspices,  this  third  school 
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in  New  York  should  not,  at  the  approaching  session,  prove  a  formida- 
ble reval  to  the  two  older  schools  of  the  city;  and  we  shall  rejoice  if 
the  colleges  of  our  city  should,  by  competition  with  each  other,  pro- 
voke one  another  to  excel  in  medical  teaching,  so  that  New  York 
might  become,  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  rallying  point  for  students  from 
every  section  of  the  country. 

CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

A  historical  catalogue  of  this  long  established  school  has  recently 
been  published,  by  which  it  appears  that  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  medical  men  of  the  country  have  been  numbered  among  its  pupils. 
Two  sessions  annually  are  now  held,  at  each  of  which  a  full  course  of 
lectures  is  delivered  to  a  class  highly  respectable,  both  in  character  and 
numbers. 

Objections  have  been  urged  in  various  quarters  to  any  college  hold- 
ing double  sessions  annually.  But  the  experience  at  Castleton,  as 
well  as  at  Albany,  would  seem  to  show  that  the  profession  and  the 
students  approve  of  this  policy,  for  both  are  said  to  have  larger  class- 
es at  each  session  than  ever  before,  which  probably  grows  out  of  the 
fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  students  attend  both  courses  during 
each  of  the  two  years  they  spend  in  college.  It  will  be  difficult  to 
give  any  good  reason  why  the  medical  collegiate  year  should  be  shorter 
than  the  usual  academic  year  in  any  college.  Hence  those  colleges 
who  adhere  to  the  four  months'  course  to  attract  the  superficial  stu- 
dents, the  lame  and  the  lazy,  do,  nevertheless,  make  a  show  of  an  in- 
termediate course  to  fill  up  the  year  by  bob-tail  professors,  specialities, 
and  cliniques;  while  some  of  them  grant  degrees  semi-annually. 
NEW  MEDICAL  SCHOOLS. 

To  the  old  College  in  Augusta,  aud  the  new  one  in  Savannah,  a 
third  one  is  projected  in  Georgia,  to  be  located  in  Atlanta.  A  list  of 
eight  Professors  is  published,  with  the  ominous  name  of  Horace  Nel- 
son at  its  head.  This  same  name  graced  the  announcement  of  a  new 
college,  a  few  months  ago,  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  which  has  since  explod- 
ed, and  one  of  the  Professors  absquatulated  after  giving  one  lecture. 
And  since  then  another  new  school  has  been  started  by  this  same  Dr. 
Nelson  in  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.  The  Blister  and  Critic  of  Dr.  Ram- 
Bay,  published  in  Atlanta,  the  seat  of  Nelson's  newest  professorship, 
has  written  the  epitaph  of  this  college  in  advance.  We  shall  look  for 
this  same  Monsieur  Tonson  turning  up  next  as  Professor  in  some  new 
college  in  Kansas  or  Kamschatka,  such  is  his  ubiquity. 
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UNPARALLELED  MORTALITY  AT  BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL 

The  following  announcement  of  the  month's  experience  at  Belle-rue 

has  been  made  by  the  Board  of  Governors,  attested  by  the  superior 

officer,  and  chief  in  authority  there,  Patrick  Daly,  Esq.,  Warden. 

The  Warden  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  presents  the  following  statement  of  the 
Cholera  patients  received  at  that  Hospital  from  June  8th  to  August  8th,  inclo- 
Bive  :  The  whole  number  of  cases  admitted  as  Cholera  patients  were  32 — male* 
18,  females  14.  Whole  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  Hospital,  25 — male* 
15,  females  10.  Of  the  cases  admitted  as  such,  there  died,  males  15,  females  10 
— 25.  Cured,  males  3,  females  4 — 7.  Total,  32.  Of  the  cases  occurring  in  the 
house,  there  died,  males  14,  females  7 — 21.  Cured,  males  1,  females  3 — 4.  To- 
tal died,  41.   Cured,  11—52. 

We  learn  from  a  member  of  the  Medical  Board  that  many  of  the 
cases  were  generated  there,  and  the  fatality  caused  by  the  scandaloue 
filth  of  the  wards  in  which  the  sick  poor  are  confined,  and  the  scanty 
supplies  and  bad  provisions,  against  which  remonstrance  has  been 
vain.  And  it  was  only  by  threats  of  publishing  in  the  daily  papers 
the  facts  of  the  neglected  sufferings  of  the  inmates,  and  the  extent  of 
mortality  resulting  therefrom,  that  any  improvement  could  be  effected 
either  in  cleanliness  or  supplies.  And  this  while  over  half  a  million 
of  dollars  of  the  people's  money  are  expended  by  the  Board  of  Gov- 
ernors. The  pestilence  has  done  its  work  in  the  Blackwell's  Island 
hospitals  by  reason  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  wards,  there  be- 
ing more  patients  than  beds.  There  is  sad  mismanagement  through- 
out the  department,  but  they  are  "only  paupers,  for  whom  nobody 
cares  "  The  remedy  is  only  to  be  found  by  having  medical  men  elect- 
ed in  the  Board  of  Governors. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE. 

The  programme  of  lectures  at  this  flourishing  school  will  be  found 
n  another  column.  For  many  years  this  College  has  taken  the  lead 
of  all  the  Western  schools  in  the  number  of  its  classes,  and  having 
recently  strengthened  its  Faculty,  shows  no  sign  of  falling  off  in  its 
popularity  or  usefulness. 

ORTHOPJEDIC  INSTITUTION. 

Dr.  Bauer  is  one  of  our  best  educated  German  surgeons,  and  hav- 
ing devoted  himself  to  the  removal  of  deformities,  &c.,  at  his  estab- 
lishment in  Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  he  has  ample 
patronage  and  pleasing  success.    See  his  card  in  another  column. 

DR.  MARSH'S  TRUSSES,  &c. 

We  understand  that  Dr.  Marsh,  of  this  city,  by  his  recently  improv- 
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ed  instruments,  has  succeeded  in  effecting  radical  cures  of  Hernia, 
even  in  old  and  difficult  cases,  in  which  other  means  had  been  faith- 
fnlly  but  ineffectually  applied.    See  our  advertising  column. 

PALMER  &  CO'S  ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS 

Having  borne  off  the  palm,  and  received  the  prizes  at  the  British 
and  American  Crystal  Palaces,  bid  fair  to  supplant  every  other  manu- 
facturers in  this  department,  as  they  deserve  to  do  by  the  ingenuity  of 
their  adaptation.    See  advertisement  in  this  number. 

CENSUS  OF  1850. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Hon.  Senator  Meachem,  of  New  York,  for 
a  copy  of  the  late  volume  of  the  statistics  of  the  United  States. 

By  Table,  I.  of  the  occupations  of  the  male  inhabitants,  we  learn 
that  there  are  in  the  states  and  territories, 
40,564  Physicians. 
191  Surgeons. 
*    6,139  Apothecaries  and  Druggists. 
465  Chemists. 
2,923  Dentists. 
10  Oculists. 

59  Patent  medicine  makers. 
943  Professors! 


The  whole  number  of  clergymen  reported,  is  26,842. 

"  lawyers  "  23,939. 

94,515  persons  are  reported  as  employed  in  Law,  Medicine,  and 
Divinity,  which  probably  includes  the  students  in  these  professions. 

The  census  for  the  state  of  New  York  gives 

Physicians.   5,060 

Surgeons   54 

Apothecaries   1,082 

Oculists   8 

Dentists   563 

Patent  medicine  makers   26 

By  a  comparison  of  the  several  items  above,  we  are  inclined  to  re- 


gard the  statistical  tables  of  the  volume  as  of  very  doubtful  reliability. 

PENNSYLVANIA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  announcement  of  this  third  school  in  Philadelphia  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  our  columns.  The  present  Faculty,  as  now  organized,  is 
every  way  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  profession 
and  the  public.  We  know  of  no  school,  at  home  or  abroad,  to  which 
wc  could  advise  students  to  go,  who  are  in  pursuit  of  a  thorough  and 
practical  medical  education,  with  greater  assurance  of  their  being  well 
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taught.  A  diploma  from  men  possessing  the  intellectual  and  moral 
merits  which  attach  to  this  Faculty,  individually  and  collectively,  will 
be  worth  having.  The  older  schools  in  that  city  are  over-crowded, 
but  if  they  hold  their  own,  they  must  bestir  themselves  now  that  they 
have  a  respectable  rival.  We  predict  for  this  Pennsylvania  College 
a  large  class  of  the  right  kind  of  pupils. 

HOT  AIR  IN  CHOLERA 

Dr.  Vanderveer,  of  the  Franklin  Street  Hospital,  has  rendered  him- 
self simply  ridiculous  by  parading  in  the  Herald  a  long  yarn  about 
"his  method"  of  applying  hot  air,  embellishing  his  article  with  "picters 
to  match."  A  writer  in  the  same  paper  has  shown  up  the  fact  that 
he  borrowed  the  remedy,  "method"  and  all,  from  the  New  York  and 
other  hospitals,  where  it  has  been  long  used.  The  merit  of  the  "ma- 
chine" is  wholly  due  to  the  venerable  Professor  Samuel  K.  Jennings, 
of  Baltimore,  now  an  octogenarian,  who  introduced  it  to  the  profes- 
sion and  the  public  more  than  40  years  ago.  They  need  some  other 
and  better  treatment  for  Cholera  at  the  Franklin  Street  Hospital,  else 
the  least  said  about  it  the  better  for  Dr.  V.  The  "Cyclopaedia  of 
Domestic  Economy,"  published  by  the  Harpers,  contains  a  full  and 
graphic  description  of  Dr.  Jennings's  vapor  bath,  for  the  application  of 
hot  air  by  the  combustion  of  alcohol,  illustrated  by  engravings,  show- 
ing the  mode  of  its  application  to  the  patient  under  the  bedclothes. 
It  will  be  found  identical  in  all  respects,  and  yet  superior  in  point  of 
convenience,  to  "Dr.  Vanderveer's  method  and  machine."  We  allude 
to  it  only  to  protest  against  the  venerable  inventor  being  robbed  of 
his  due  by  this  new  claimant  for  a  contrivance  extensively  used  before 
this  novice  was  born.  Truly,  this  is  progress  backward,  when  so  bare- 
faced plagiarism  is  glorified  by  the  press. 


miscellaneous  Items. 

The  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine,  at  its  last  meeting,  discussed  the 
subject  of  Cholera,  and  a  report  of  the  proceedings  appeared  soon 
after  in  the  N.  Y.  Daily  Times.  We  refrain  from  copying  it,  out  of 
respect  to  the  parties  who  it  seems  figured  in  the  discussion,  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  report,  neither  the  profession  nor  the  public  could  derive 
either  instruction  or  profit  from  anything  that  was  said.    We  suppose 
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that  those  members  who  know  anything  practically  on  the  subject,  held 
their  peace  if  they  were  present;  while  those  in  charge  of  the  hospi- 
tals, and  otherwise  employed  in  treating  the  disease,  were  necessarily 
absent.    We  infer  thus  much  from  the  published  report. 

The  fraternity  of  panic  makers  have  failed  in  alarming  our  citizens, 
by  the  outcry  they  have  made,  based  on  their  prophecies  of  a  wide- 
spread epidemic  in  this  city  during  the  present  summer.  The  abomin- 
able filth  of  the  streets,  the  criminal  worthlessness  of  the  corporation, 
and  the  general  neglect  of  the  precautions  urged  upon  the  citizens  by 
the  medical  and  secular  press  in  relation  to  diet,  cleanliness,  and  tem- 
perate living,  have  multiplied  intestinal  diseases,  and  rendered  many 
of  these  fatal.  But  our  visitation  by  cholera  has  been  light  compar- 
ed to  either  of  the  former  years  of  its  prevalence. 

A  most  ingenious  mode  of  advertising  without  paying  for  it,  may 
be  seen  in  a  late  number  of  the  Boston  Med.  &  Surg.  Journal.  In. 
an  article  reporting  a  "remarkable  cure  of  epilepsy,"  the  writer  craft- 
ily introduces  the  following  sentence  as  the  prelude,  and  sure  to  be 
read,  viz.:  "My  forte,  if  forte  I  have,  is  a  peculiar  treatment  of  in- 
cipient Phthisis,  in  some  thousands  of  cases!  of  which  I  have  been 
able  to  afford  essential  aid!"  We  need  not  add  that  the  adver- 
tiser is  a  Yankee,  and  understands  the  main  chance.  We  know 
consumption  curers  in  this  region  who  will  pay  a  good  fee  to  any 
medical  journal  which  will  insert  for  them  so  good  an  advertisement. 
And  yet  we  venture  that  our  Yankee  neighbor  has  allowed  this  to 
slip  in  without  charge. 

The  American  Medical  Association,  at  its  approaching  session  in 
Philadelphia,  will  be  invoked  to  select  a  permanent  place  of  meeting 
thereafter,  and  the  Memphis  Recorder  proposes  Washington  City. 
The  Boston  Journal  seconds  the  proposition,  which  will  be  likely  to 
find  general  favor.  Should  the  change  be  made,  it  is  probable  that 
the  vexed  question  of  printing  the  proceedings  may  be  settled  there, 
by  inducing  Congress  to  include  the  necessary  expense  in  the  appro- 
priations made  to  the  government  printers,  so  that  Uncle  Sam  may 
foot  the  bills. 

A  Doctor  Graham,  of  New  Orleans,  is  under  arrest  for  shooting 
Col.  Loring,  of  California,  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel  in  this  city,  both 
with  their  families  being  guests  of  the  house  at  the  time.  Much  sur- 
prise has  been  expressed  that  so  many  physicians  have  lately  been  ar- 


426 


THE  NEW-YORK 


rested  for  the  like  heinous  crimes.  All  surprise  should  cease,  for  a 
drunken  doctor  is  no  better  than  any  other  drunkard.  The  mm  may 
have  been  furnished  at  the  bar  of  the  hotel,  or  at  some  other  licensed  bar, 
but  very  possibly  it  was  bought  from  some  of  the  multiplied  shops,  to 
whom  the  Hon.  Mayor  Westervelt  has  given  a  general  indulgence  by 
his  public  declaration,  that  "  a  citizen  has  as  much  right  to  sell 
ram  as  to  sell  bread,"  after  license  is  refused  to  him  for  cause,  by  the 
proper  authorities.  We  had  "  rather  be  a  dog,  and  bay  the  moon, 
than  such  a'' — Mayor. 

The  University  at  Nashville  has  extended  the  term  of  lectures  for 
the  ensuing  session  to  five  months,  the  Faculty  having  determined  to 
give  five  lectures  daily  during  the  whole  of  the  month  of  October. 
This  is  an  improvement  in  the  right  direction,  and  we  should  not  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  it  will  be  rewarded  by  a  still  larger  class  than 
ever  in  this  prosperous  school.  Our  western  brethren  must  bestir 
themselves  if  they  keep  pace  with  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  in  three 
years  a  class  of  nearly  two  hundred  has  been  raised. 


fJnbluaticms. 

Auscultation  and  Percussion,  by  Dr.  Joseph  Skoda;  translated  from  the  fourth 
edition  by  W.  O.  Markham,  M.  D.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1854. 
The  name  of  Dr.  Skoda,  of  Vienna,  has  become  familiar  as  household  words  to 
the  profession  everywhere,  by  reason  of  his  original  and  peculiar  doctrines  on 
the  subjects  of  this  volume.  And  numerous  as  are  the  books  which  have  appear- 
ed in  this  department,  this  is  the  only  exception  to  the  stereotyped  repetition  of 
the  teachings  of  Laennee,  all  having  been  mere  copyists  from  the  great  French 
pathologist,  perpetuating  both  his  ambiguities  and  his  errors.  Dr.  Skoda  has 
left  the  beaten  track,  and  having  thoroughly  investigated  for  himself,  has  criti- 
cised the  lessons  of  the  great  master  himself,  and  in  the  work  before  us  we  have 
the  result  of  his  labors.  We  commend  the  work  to  all  who  desire  to  cultivate 
the  science  of  physical  diagnosis,  or  to  acquire  the  art,  for  the  author  is  an  ac- 
knowledged expert.  The  translator's  enthusiastic  admiration  of  the  author  pe- 
culiarly fitted  him  for  his  task,  and  the  American  publishers  have  brought  it  out. 
in  their  best  style. 

Fruits  and  Farinaoea,  the  proper  food  of  Man.  being  an  attempt  to  prove,  from 
history,  anatomy,  physiology,  and  chemistry,  that  the  original,  natural,  and 
best  diet  of  man  is  derived  from  the  vegetable  kingdom.  By  John  Smith. 
With  notes  and  illustrations,  by  R.  T.  Trail.  M.  D.  New  York,  Fowlers  & 
Wells,  1854. 

This  elaborate  title-page  designates,  with  nufficient  distinctness,  the  class  of 
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books  to  which  this  belongs.  The  identity  of  the  John  Smith  who  is  the  author 
of  the  book,  among  the  myriads  who  bear  this  appellation,  does  not  appear,  though 
he  is,  doubtless,  a  sturdy  Vegetarian,  and  of  the  straitest  sect.  He  is,  moreover, 
an  able  and  vigorous  writer,  albeit  very  "  hobby-horseical,"  and  hence,  with 
much  sound  sense,  he  mingles  arrant  nonsense. 

Still,  however,  the  popular  creed  and  practice  in  our  country  is  so  erroneous  and 
mischievous  on  the  subject  of  dietetics,  and  the  "  eaters  of  flesh"  will  commit 
such  excesses  in  the  use  of  animal  food,  that  the  worthy  publishers  merit  thanks 
for  this  reprint  from  the  last  London  edition  of  what  is,  perhaps,  the  best  book  on 
the  subject,  and  immeasurably  superior  to  any  which  have  been  written  here  in 
this  department,  for  the  author  evidently  does  his  own  thinking,  and  is,  in  this 
respect,  a  "  rara  avis." 

But  for  what  purpose  our  old  friend,  Dr.  Trail,  puts  his  name  on  the  title-page, 
does  not  appear.  His  "  notes  and  illustrations"  consist  of  thirty-three  sentences 
of  from  three  to  a  dozen  lines  each,  and  a  few  "  picters  to  match,"  the  most  of 
which  are  old  acquaintances,  having  served  their  turn  for  reproduction  in  numer- 
ous Phrenological,  Hydropathic,  and  other  publications. 

An  accurate  idea  of  the  value  of  Dr.  Trail's  "  notes"  may  be  apparent  by  the 
following  specimen,  viz.: 

[Note,  33. — To  those  who  desire  formularies  for  cooking  physiologically  on 
the  Vegetarian  system,  I  would  recommend  the  Hydropathic  Cook-book,  publish- 


ed by  Fowlers  &  Wells.  T.] 
Shade  of  John  Smith !  into  what  hands  has  your  book  fallen! 
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SEW  YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

THE  NEXT  ANNUAL  COURSE 
OF  LECTURES  in  the  New  York 
MfMlic.il  College,  will  commence  on  Wednesday, 
18th  October,  1854. 

HoraceGreen,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  Faculty, 
■and  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ma 
teria  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

B.  Fordych  Barker,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mid- 
wifery and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

R.  Ogdkn  Doremus,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Operations  of  Surgery  with  Surgical 
Pathology. 

Edmund  R.  Pkasxeb,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Gene 
sal,  Descriptive,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy. 

Edward  H.  Parker,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Phyai 
ology  and  Pathology. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 

A  Fall  Course  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  Sept 

Isador  GluCK,  M.  D.,  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

David  Uhl,  M.  D.,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  com 
■mence  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  Medical  Students. 

The  dissecting-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Class 
es  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a 
most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully  rep 
resenting  external  and  internal  Pathology, togeth 
er  with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  any  other  city. 
The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  New  York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and 
Emigrant's  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of 
the  city.  A  Surgical,  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstet- 
rical Clinique  will  be  held  weekly  by  the  Profes 
«ors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and 
subjects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished 
for  the  students. 

FEES.  Matriculation,   $5;  Demonstrator 

Ticket,  $5;  the  full  Course,  $105;  for  the  final 
examination,  $30. 

R.  OGDEN"  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty 

New  York  Medical  College,  East  Thirteenth  St., 
near  Broadway. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENBfSFI,. 
VANIA,  Medical  Department. — Eighty 
Ninth  Session  ( 1854-'55).  The  Lectures  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  October  9th,  and  terminate 
in  the  middle  of  Ma/ch  ensuing. 

George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 
Joseph  Leidv,  M.  D.,  Anatomy. 
Joseph  Carson,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Pharmacy. 
Robert  E.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Chemistry. 
William  Gibson,  M.  D.,  Surgery. 
Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children. 
Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  at  the  I'enn 
sylvania  Hospital. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  in  Surgery 
by  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  assist- 
ed by  W.  W.  Gerhard,  m.  d. 

The  Course  of  Dissections  will  be  conducted  by 
the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  aided  by  W.  Hunt,  M 
D.,  Demonstrator. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University. 
$105.    Matriculating  Fee  (paid  only  once),  $5 


Hospital  Fee,  $10.  Practical  Anatomy,  $10' 
Graduating  Fee,  $30. 

JOSEPH  CARSON,  M.  D.,  Dean  of  the  Medical 
Facnlty,  332  Walnut  street,  between  Twelfth  and 

fhirteenth  sts.    F.  B.  Dick,  Janitor,  University. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE— 
Medical  I/kpartment. — Ninth,  below  Locu»t 
Street,  Philadelphia  Session  of  1854-'55.  The 
Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows: 

David  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  Disease! 
of  Women  and  Children. 

Aukkd  Stilli,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

JonN  Nkill,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 
J.  J.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Anatomy. 
John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.,  Medical  Chemistry  aad 
Pharmacy. 

FrancisG.  Smith,  M.D.,  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
John  B.  Biddlk,  M.  D.,  Therapeutics  and  Mate- 
ria Medica. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  Octo 
ber  9th,  and  continue  until  the  1st  of  March  en- 
suing. A  Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic  is  held  re- 
gularly twice  a  week  at  the  College,  and  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Second  course  student* 
eceive  tickets  to  the  latter  institution  free. 

Fees. — Matriculation,  (paid  once  only.)  $5  00. 
For  each  Professor's  Ticket,  $15  00.  Gradua- 
tion, $30  00.    Practical  Anatomy,  $10  00. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  open  in  the 
month  of  September. 
For  further  information  apply  to 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D.,  Registrar, 
July,  1854.  No.  122  S.  Ninth  St.,  Phila, 


ALRANY  IWEOICAL  COL- 
LEGE.— The  next  Cnurse  of  Lectures  mil 
commence  <m  7'uesday,  the  blh  of  September,  1854. 

Two  full  Courses  of  lectures  are  delivered  an- 
nually.   The  Fall  Course  commences  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.     Each  Course 
continuing  sixteen  weeks.    Degrees  are  conferred 
t  the  close  of  each  term. 
Alden  March,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
James  McNaughton,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JamesH.  Armsby,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
Thomas  Hun,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispru 
dence. 

Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 
Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  a  single  course,  $S0;  for  two  courses 
paid  in  advance.  $100.  Matriculation  fee,  $5 
Graduation  fee.  $20. 

Material  for  dissection.abundant;  and  furnish- 
ed to  students  on  the  same  terras  as  in  NewYork 
and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Op- 
portunities for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed 
to  be  equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the 
country  Price  of  Board  from  $2  50  to  $3  50  per 
k.  HOWARD  TOWNSEND.  Reeislrar. 


PORTRAIT  OF  A.  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D. 

PHVSICIANS  or  others  wishing  to  pos- 
sess an  accurate  steel  engraved  likeness  of 
Dr.  Stevens,  can  be  supplied  by  applying  to  S.  S. 
H  W.  WOOD,  261  Pearl  st.;  BAI1.L1EUE,  Broad- 
way; JOHN  MF.AKIM,  497  Broadway;  C  ADOM- 
SON.  098  Broadway,  or  to  the  undersigned. 

A.  D.  F.  RANDOLPH,  683  Broadway, 
flfj- Price  twenty-five  cents. 
New  York,  August,  1854. 
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MARSH'S  RADICAL  tl'KE 
TRUSS — The  peculiarity  of  this  Trust 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certainty  with 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
outer  and  inner  ring,  thus  effectually  support- 
ing the  bowel,  and  keeping  it  absolutely  within 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  the 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  ;  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certainty 
with  which  this  is  done,  and  the  complete  im  , 
mobility  of  the  pad  ;  when  he  is  told  that  the 
pad  is  an  oval  ring,  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening 
the  integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  internal  and  external  circumfer 
ence  of  the  pad,  and  thus  effectually  securing  il 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  mosl 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  I  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retain 
ing  Truss  ;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  open 
ing  of  the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  i.* 
known  to  every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  mosl 
safely  produced  by  external  mechanical  pressure 
is  equally  apparent  to  the  common  sense  of  ever) 
reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  has  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  ol 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad, 
attached  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  i> 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  ol 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
flcrew;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressure 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  ol 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  trusf 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba 
tion  of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  me! 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par 
ker,  Carnachan,  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  ol 
this  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor 
ough  trials  in  volumnious  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
waB  the  result  of  long  observation  and  severe 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct. 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

MARSH" &  CO.'S 

UNION  ORTHOPEDIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  H  1-2  Maiden  Lane, 

NEW-YORK. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians,  Inven 
tors  and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Suppori 
for  Lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine, 
for  the  cure  of  Club-Fcet,  Bow-Legs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities,  Elastic  Stockings  am 
Knee-Caps;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins 
kc 

A  new  style  of  Suspensory  Bandauk,  superioi 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  New  am 
Improved  light,  Elastic  Suspender  Shouldei 
Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 
A  comprehensive  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip- 
tive of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  illustra 


bed  by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 
or  its  relief,  will  be  sent  gratis  to  Physicians  OB 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


€USTI,ETON  MEDICAL.  COL» 
J    liEOK. — There  are  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  annually,  in  Caslleton  Medical  College. 

The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last 
rhursday  in  February  ;  the  Autumnal  Session 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
will  continue  four  months. 

Joseph  I'erkixb,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Mediea 
and  Obstetrics. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 
Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 
William  C.  Kjttridce,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medicii 
Jurisprudence. 

Coryolon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anato- 
my and  Physiology. 

George  Hudley,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History. 

A  drain  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  ,  Board  front 
j>2,00  to  $2,50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  M.  D., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Castleton,  Vermont,  Dec.  1,  1853. 


1T.MVKKSITV  of  LOIINVII.LE, 

Medical  Department. — 'Ibe  Eighteenth  an- 
nual course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will 
:ommence  on  the  30th  of  October  next,  and  ter- 
minate on  the  last  of  February,  under  the  fol- 
lowing arrangement: 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Descrip] 
ive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lunseord  P.  Yandkll,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physi- 
ology and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principle* 
and  practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obsteric  Medi- 
cine. 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

J.  I-awrencb  Smith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Flint,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  An- 
atomy and  hissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each 
'rofcssor,  Ls  $15,  ($105  in  all,)  payable  invari- 
tlily  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library  feo 
ogether,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $'25.  Practical 
Anatomy  and  Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken 
;it  least  once  before  graduation.  Rooms  open 
from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  de- 
livered, without  additional  charge,  during  th* 
month  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  at 
he  Louisville  Marine  Hospital.  Ticket  $5,  to  Ve 
uken  once  before  graduation. 

A  ('Unique  has  been  established  in  connection 
vith  the  University,  at  which  cases  are  exam- 
lied,  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  pres- 
•nce  of  the  class. 

It  ,\  -i  .'"iiil  boarding  can  be  procured  at  $3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D., 
June  14th,  1854.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  . 
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IMPORTANT  TO  THE 

MEDICA.L  FACULTY 

DEALERS  IN  MEDICINES. 

The  Undersigned,  Importers  and  Wholesale  Dealers,  offer  for 
sale  a  very  extensive  and  choice  selection  of  fresh  and  lately 
imported  Drugs,  Chemicals,  &c.,  at  prices  lower  than  heretofore 
asked  in  this  market.  They  are  the  SOLE  AGENTS  for  th« 
UNITED  STATES,  CUBA,  MEXICO,  and  the  WEST  INDIES,  for  the 
celebrated  MATHEY  CAYLUS  COPAIVA  BALSAM  GLUTEN  CAP- 
SULK,  approved  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris  and 
I-ondon. 

These  Capsules  are  distinguished  from  the  other  preparation* 
of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantages  : 

1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  necessity  the  use  of 
a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  genuine.  Now  it  is  manifest  that  thU 
substance  succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of  puritr. 
The  same  condition  not  being  indispensible  in  the  Gelatine  Cap- 
sules, it  frequently  happens  that  it  is  adulterated.  There  are 
even  some  sold  that  merely  contain  oil  slightly  impregnated  wiik 
Co)>aiva, — an  infamouE  fraud  which  could  hardly  be  believed,  did 
not  recent  experiments,  made  by  professors  of  the  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  College,  afford  ample  proofs. 

2d.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  they  con- 
tain as  much  Copaiva,  which  is  explained  by  the  difference  in  the 
thickness  of  the  envelope;  the  Gluten  Capsules  weighing  2  grains, 
whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsules  weigh  12,  which  can  be  easily 
proved. 

3d.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that  they  succeed  where 
other  medicines  have  proved  a  failure. 
Lastly  .their  regular  shape  and  small  volume,  so  favorable  to  deglutition,  their  agreeable  appear  - 
ance,  which  is  more  like  a  sugar  plum  than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  more  easy,  even  for  the 
most  qualmish  medicine  takers. 

S®»  Also  constantly  on  hand  Capsules  of  Copaiva  and  Cubebs,  Copaiva  and  Ratanhia,  Copaiva 
and  Citrate  of  Iron.  Copaiva  and  Magnesia. 

Each  Bottle  holds  64  Capsules.  They  are  to  be  obtained  Wholesale  and  Retail,  at  the  principal 
Druggists.    Also  at  the  GENERAL  DEPOT,  No.  32  JOHN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

HIX,  CATAI/OGNE  &  CO. 


UNIVERSITY  of  NANHVILLE. 
Medical  Department. — The  Fourth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com 
raence  on  Monday,  the  30th  of  October  next, 
and  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March. 

Robert  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M  I)..  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

C.  K.  Winston,  M.  D. ,  Materia  Medica.  and  Med- 
ical Jurisprudence. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho 
logical  Anatomy. 

Thomas  R.  Jennings,  M.  D.,  Institutes  of  Med 
ieine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  o( 
Surgery. 

Wiluam  T.  Brigoh,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  oi 
Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  Stu- 
dents on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  tc 
all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors 
commencing  also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

AClinique  has  been  established,  in  connection 
with  the  University,  at  which  operations  an 
performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured 
upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  to  accommo- 
■  late  all  persons  requiring  surgical  operations. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University 
is  $105.  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only,) 
$5;  Practical  Anatomy  $10;  Graduation  fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  for  $3  00  per  week. 
Further  information  can  be  obtained  by  address- 
ing the  Dean.    J.  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D. ,  Dean. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  March,  1854. 


THE  ORTHOPEDIC  INSTI- 
TUTION, for  the  cure  of  deformities, 
157.  459  and  461  Pacific  Street,  South  Brooklyn 
affords  to  in-door  patients,  afflicted  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda- 
tion. Orthopaedic  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
at  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
u'clock,  A.M.,  for  private  patients  only.  The 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdays  and 
Kridays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
clinical  instruction  will  be  given  to  Medical  Stu 
lents,  who  may  favor  the  institution  with  their 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re 
pectfully  invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
heir  attention  and  visits. 
I'hysician  of  the  Institution. 

L.  BAUER.  M.  I).,  1'hyBician  and  Surgeon, 
(Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ortho- 
ia;dic  Institution  in  Manchester,  G.  B.  Low,  Mem 
ber  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
fellow  of  the  Medica  ISociety  of  London,  etc. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  " PALMER'S  PATENT" 


MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  & 


CO. 


At  Philadelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  and  Manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
thing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  country  or  in  Europe.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  "  THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  LIMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.  It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb,  ' 
had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  and 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien- 
tific Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented, 
awarded  by  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux,  Paris,  forty  years,  and  M.  LALLEMAND, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H. 
GREEN  Esq.,  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  sue 
cess  in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
ease  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per 
sons,  are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
country,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit : 

"I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
invented  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  country.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is  beau 
tiful  ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  requiro  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos 
sess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VAL  ENTTNE  MOTT 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University 
New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 
"I  have  seen  several  °f  the  Artificial  Legs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use, 
and  consider  thc-m  superior  to  any  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.        WILLARI)  PARKER,  M.  D 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  29,  1851."' 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man 
ufactured  by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits, 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
aLso  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  iflrpjfuy  the  patients  who  have 
been  tperated  upon  in  their  Hospital*  with  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J-  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  I). 

il  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 
Surgion  to  tho  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc 
Hew  York,  April  12, 1863." 


"  Gentlemen. — I  have  carefully  examined  »a 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  hav* 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers. Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improve 
ment.  B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon 

To  Messrs  B.  F.  Palmer  &  Co. 
U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1851." 
"  I  have  examined  the  Artificial  Leg  construc- 
ted by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fully  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  Been.        JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  D. 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

Philadelphia,  March  27, 1851. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi 
cial  Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  D.  MUTTER,  M.  P., 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College,  Phila. ' ' 
"  I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn." 
Philadelphia,  January  23, 1851. 

SURGEONS  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co. ,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a- 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  thin  invention,  produces  an 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
seem  possible.    We  recommend  them  with  plea 
sure  and  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 
assistance 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARI), 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
S.  D.  TOWNSENI), 
.1.  MASON  WARREN, 
D.  H.  STOKER, 

N.  B. — All  orders  for  linibs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  aLso  the 
states  of  New  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring 
field,  Mass.,  where  they  will  bo  executed.  AJk 
others  to  Philadelphia 
B.  F.  PALMER,  K.  D.  HUDSON 

A.  S.  CURRfKR 


Surgeons  and  Physicians 
to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 
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given,  without  smell,  taste  or  evaporatum  ;  they 
bare  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Tannale  of  Quinine, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
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©riginal  ^Department. 

ON  THE  MEANS  OF  PREVENTION  OF  CHOLERA. 

[As  one  of  our  contemporary  journalists  has  called  upon  us 
publicly  for  the  publication  of  our  opinions  in  relation  to  Chol- 
era, and  even  implied  a  censure  for  our  silence,  we  transfer  to 
our  columns  a  single  chapter  from  a  work  published  by  us 
more  than  twenty  years  ago,  entitled  as  follows: — "A  plain 
and  practical  Treatise  on  the  Epidemic  Cholera,  as  it  prevailed 
in  the  City  of  New  York  in  the  summer  of  1832,  including  its 
nature,  causes,  treatment,  and  prevention.  Designed  for  pop- 
ular instruction." 

Dr.  Hall,  of  the  Journal  of  Health,  will  thus  see  that  we 
have  long  since  done  our  duty  in  this  regard,  and  as  the  work 
is  now  nearly  out  of  print,  we  reproduce  this  chapter,  to  show 
our  opinions  then,  which,  after  the  experience  of  1834,  '49  and 
'54,  remain  unchanged.] 

"  If  the  views  I  have  taken  of  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  Cholera 
be  correct,  it  is  entirely  of  local  origin,  and  the  liability  of  its  recur- 
rence as  an  epidemic  will  depend  upon  the  existence  or  removal  of  the 
local  causes,  in  whatever  they  consist.  And  as  I  disclaim  the  opinion 
of  its  contagiousness  or  transmissibility  by  persons  or  things,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  no  apprehensions  need  be  indulged  of  its  importation  from 
foreign  countries  or  distant  places;  and  equally  .so,  that  all  quarantine 
regulations  are  needless  and  absurd. 

"In  this  remark  I  refer,  of  course,  to  the  ridiculous  restrictions 
which  are  imposed  upon  the  crews,  passengers,  and  cargoes  arriving 
28 
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from  ports  where  the  disease  prevails;  and  not  to  such  regulations  as 
require  the  removal  of  bilge  water,  and  the  thorough  cleansing  and 
ventilation  of  vessels  on  their  arrival  in  port.  These  are  justifiable, 
especially  in  warm  weather,  to  prevent  their  being  local  sources  of  the 
disease,  for  filth  is  not  less  pernicious  in  a  ship  than  in  a  house.  But 
for  these  purposes  a  few  hours  is  ordinarily  amply  sufficient,  and  can 
by  no  means  authorize  the  inconvenience  and  sacrifice  occasioned  by 
a  detention  of  weeks.  And  in  the  case  of  vessels  on  board  of  which 
Cholera  has  originated  or  occurred  during  the  voyage,  the  same  pro- 
cesses of  purification  having  been  adopted  as  in  other  cases,  the  re- 
strictions imposed  upon  the  passengers,  and  the  fumigation  of  their 
baggage,  is  both  unnecessary  and  cruel ;  for  there  never  has  been  any 
evidence  in  India,  or  elsewhere,  that  the  disease  has  been  communi- 
cated from  a  sick  body  after  being  removed  from  the  epidemic  influ- 
ence, much  less  being  transmitted  in  the  persons  of  the  healthy,  or  by 
the  removal  of  goods,  under  any  circumstances.  The  whole  of  these 
absurd  prohibitions  of  Cholera  are  unworthy  any  civilized  and  enlight- 
ened country,  being  solely  the  offspring  of  empiricism  and  superstition. 

"  If  the  remote  cause  of  Cholera  be  atmospheric,  or  malarious,  as  is 
now  acknowledged  to  be  the  fact  with  other  epidemics,  and  if  the  mi- 
asma or  malaria  depend  upon  soil,  climate,  temperature  of  the  season, 
and  other  barometrical  phenomena,  it  is  obvious  that  these  can  only 
be  modified  or  counteracted  when  the  causes  of  the  infection  are  de- 
tected, and  are  found  to  be  capable  of  removal  or  modification.  That 
a  single  extensive  marsh  or  pond  of  stagnant  water  has,  in  certain 
seasons,  produced  an  epidemic  of  dangerous  and  even  fatal  character, 
has  been  frequently  observed;  and  that  the  filling  up  or  draining  of 
the  one  and  the  other  has  entirely  annihilated  the  disease,  has  been 
often  repeated  and  long  known  in  this  and  in  other  countries.  In 
like  manner  the  existence  and  prevalence  of  Cholera  have  been  ar- 
rested by  similar  means,  by  avoiding  the  remote  cause  or  removing 
beyond  its  influence.  Mr.  Pettigrew,  in  his  pamphlet  on  Cholera,  has 
instanced  a  skillful  manoeuvre  of  the  Marquis  of  Hastings  while  in  In- 
dia, by  which  he  put  an  end  to  the  devastation  produced  by  Cholera 
among  his  troops,  and  which  consisted  in  removing  his  men  fifty  miles 
only  from  the  spot  they  occupied,  to  another  where  the  soil  was  dry 
and  elevated.  He  removed  both  the  sick  and  the  well ;  and  from  the 
day  they  pitched  their  tents  beyond  the  epidemic  atmosphere,  the  sick 
convalesced,  and  the  healthy  escaped  the  disease.    Dr.  Granville,  of 
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London,  relates  that  an  officer  high  in  rank  who  served  in  India,  assured 
him,  that  while  marching  with  his  regiment  in  a  particular  direction, 
it  had  often  happened  that  he  was  told  that  the  soldiers  at  the  head 
of  his  column  had  been  attacked  with  Cholera ;  upon  which  he  invari- 
ably altered  his  line  of  march,  sending  some  to  the  right  and  some  to 
the  left  of  the  road  they  had  occupied,  and  the  disease  no  longer  ap- 
peared among  the  soldiers. 

"Without  multiplying  such  facts  as  thus  fully  prove  the  non-conta- 
giousness of  Cholera,  and  conclusively  show  that  the  cause,  whatever 
it  is  in  its  essential  nature,  is  of  local  origin  and  limited  extent,  like 
other  epidemics;  I  proceed  to  remark,  very  briefly,  on  the  means  ue- 
cessary  and  proper  to  prevent  its  recurrence,  as  an  epidemic,  in  this 
city  and  country.  And  as  the  city  of  New  York  was  one  of  the  nu- 
clei around  which  the  miasmatic  blight,  poison,  or  obnoxious  some- 
thing in  the  air,  which  is  the  remote  cause  of  Cholera,  did  prevail  dur- 
ing the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September  last,  I  shall  use  this 
case  of  our  own  city  as  an  illustration  of  my  remarks,  because  wherever 
similar  causes  have  existed,  similar  effects  have  followed. 

"  Having  already  stated  that  the  epidemic  influence  exhibited  itself 
in  other  diseases,  in  this  city,  during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  it 
is  not  easy  to  state  when  or  where  the  first  case  of  well-marked  Chol- 
era was  known  to  occur.  A  very  great  panic  had  been  spread  among 
our  citizens  by  the  accounts  of  its  ravages  in  Canada,  and  especially 
was  this  panic  augmented  by  the  commission  dispatched  thither  by 
our  city  councils,  to  make  inquiries  on  the  subject.  Many  of  our  citi- 
zens, as  well  as  some  of  our  physicians,  were  in  hourly  expectation 
that  it  would  be  imported  from  Canada  or  elsewhere,  and  were  watch- 
ing for  its  appearance  with  a  commendable  diligence,  so  far  as  their 
motives  were  concerned,  and  with  a  zeal  as  innocent  as  their  fears. 
Whether  the  first  true  case  was  found  in  Cherry  Street,  or  Roosevelt 
Street,  near  the  East  River,  or  in  Reade  Street,  near  the  North  River, 
whether  on  the  2tth  of  June,  or  on  the  2d  of  July,  is  not  material  for 
our  purpose,  nor  is  it  possible  certainly  to  decide.  But  it  was  not  un- 
til the  3d  of  July  that  it  was  officially  announced  as  existing  in  the 
city,  and  when  thus  ascertained  to  exist,  we  may  appropriately  inquire 
what  parts  of  the  city  were  affected,  and  what  was  the  character  of 
the  patients.  If  the  points  of  the  city  first  affected  were  those  at 
which  foreign  vessels  arrive,  or  emigrants  land  who  come  by  the  way 
of  Canada,  and  if  the  cases  were  among  these  emigrants,  foreigners, 
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sailors,  or  their  families,  then  we  have  some  evidence  that  it  origina- 
ted in  contagion,  especially  if  it  spread  among  those  who  had  inter- 
course with  the  patients,  and  among  those  alone.  But  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  shall  find  that  a  great  number  of  cases  appeared  sim- 
ultaneously in  different  and  distant  parts  of  the  city,  and  in  patients 
who  did  not  know  of  each  other,  and  could  have  no  possible  intercourse; 
and  if  it  chad  also  appear  that  these  cases  occurred,  and  were  at  first 
altogether  confined  to  the  malarious  parts  of  the  city;  and  that  no  in- 
stances of  persons  recently  arrived  from  infected  places  were  among 
them ;  then  it  is  conclusively  demonstrable  that  our  epidemic  was  of 
local  origin.  Such  are  the  facts,  as  they  are  known  and  attested  by 
all  who  have  thoroughly  investigated  the  subject. 

"  And,  besides  these  facts,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  in  nearly  every 
case  occurring  in  the  first  fortnight  of  its  prevalence,  the  houses  were 
small,  filthy,  and  crowded  with  inhabitants,  and  the  intemperate  were 
its  first  victims  almost  without  exception.  The  locations  most  severely 
affected  were  on  the  borders  of  the  rivers,  where  the  ground  is  low 
and  marshy,  as  Roosevelt,  Cherry,  and  Water  Streets;  at  the  foot  of 
Reade  Street,  Duane  Street,  and  vicinity;  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Five  Points,  the  house  in  Broad  Street,  with  an  old  common  sewer 
under  it,  in  which  ten  fatal  cases  occurred;  Laurens  Street,  Corlear's 
Hook,  Yorkville,  Harlem,  Bellevue,  and  Greenwich  Village.  These 
were  the  parts  of  the  city  where  the  pestilence  raged  in  all  its  violence, 
and  where  fatal  cases  occurred  in  the  greatest  numbers;  so  that  for 
a  time,  it  has  been  properly  remarked,  we  suffered  from  a  number 
of  endemics,  rather  than  a  general  epidemic.  As,  however,  the  morbid 
cause  in  the  atmosphere  of  this  nuclei  accumulated  in  amount  and  in- 
tensity, it  seemed  to  mingle  from  these  several  points,  each  of  which 
was  a  focus,  whence  the  epidemic  influence  seemed,  to  some  extent,  to 
pervade  every  part  of  the  city  and  its  vicinity.  Hence  individual  ca- 
ses occurred  in  parts  of  the  city  the  most  remote  from  these  locations, 
proving  that  the  predisposition  was  general,  and  of  course  the  influ- 
ence of  the  remote  cause  was  almost  universally  felt,  by  sensible  signs. 

"  It  is  worthy  of  remark  here,  that  the  locations  in  which  its  rava- 
ges were  the  most  dreadful  were  not  only  malarious,  by  reason  of 
being  near  to  filthy  docks,  slips,  common  sewers,  and  frequently  being 
made  ground,  but  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  at  several  of  these 
points  were  crowded  together  in  filthy  apartments,  as  in  Laurens 
Street,  which  was  significantly  denominated  'rotten  row' — a  name 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


437 


which  denoted  the  physical  as  well  as  moral  condition  of  its  wretch- 
ed and  abandoned  inmates;  and  where,  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  sin- 
gle square  or  block,  nearly  two  hundred  miserable  victims  perished  in 
a  few  days.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  devastations  at  that 
notorious  horde  of  filth,  infamy,  and  vice,  known  as  the  '  Five  Points,' 
where  a  larger  proportion  of  cases  occurred  within  a  circumference  of 
a  few  hundred  yards,  than  in  whole  wards  differently  circumstanced. 
And  it  is  equally  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  the  three  thousand  licens- 
ed grog-shops  with  which  this  city  is  disgraced,  nearly  half  of  them 
are  located  in  the  several  parts  of  the  city  we  have  named  as  having 
suffered  most  from  the  pestilence.  And,  indeed,  there  is  probably  not 
one  of  all  the  three  thousand  which  did  not  furnish  one  or  more  cases, 
either  in  the  person  or  family  of  its  keeper,  or  among  its  daily  custom- 
ers. I  myself  witnessed  a  number  of  such  examples,  and  those,  too, 
in  those  parts  of  the  city  where  there  were  the  fewest  cases.  In  ma- 
ny of  these  grog-shops  the  disease  assailed  its  victims  while  there,  and, 
unable  to  leave  the  premises,  they  were  carried  thence  to  the  hospital, 
and  in  a  few  hours  to  the  grave.  One  of  the  keepers,  after  such  a 
scene  occurring  beside  his  counter,  closed  his  doors  and  abandoned 
the  traffic,  saying  that  '  the  road  from  his  shop  to  hell  was  too  short 
— he  could  almost  see  the  way  there;'  and  he  has  since  changed  his 
business. 

"The  experience  of  our  Hospital  physicians,  if  it  were  published  in 
all  its  loathsome  details,  would  furnish  facts  on  the  connection  be- 
tween Rum  and  Cholera,  and  especially  between  rum  and  death, 
which  would  abundantly  confirm  these  statements.  The  'Temper- 
ance Recorder '  at  Albany  has  made  an  expose  on  this  subject,  which, 
however  horrible,  has  a  parallel  here,  if  the  facts  were  obtained  by 
the  same  diligent  investigation.  Of  several  hundred  cases  of  Cholera, 
either  wholly  or  partially  occurring  under  my  own  eye,  a  very  large 
and  frightful  majority  were  either  intemperate  persons,  or  excited  by 
the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  as  a  preventive  or  cure  of  '  premonitory 
symptoms.'  And  after  a  patient  investigation,  with  the  aid  of  vigi- 
lant friends,  of  the  mortality  in  this  city,  I  have  been  led  to  the  con- 
clusion, with  at  least  tolerable  accuracy,  that  of  the  thousands  who 
died  here  of  Cholera  within  three  short  months,  there  were  less  than 
five  hundred  who  were  not  habitually  intemperate.  One  of  our  be- 
nevolent societies  relieved,  during  the  last  winter,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  widows,  whose  husbands  had  all  died  of  Cholera,  and  all  of  whom 
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were  drunkards.  And  in  the  case  of  intemperate  persons,  the  disease 
was  not  only  more  rapid  in  its  progress,  but  almost  uniformly  fatal, 
as  the  hospital  practice  amply  proves.  Indeed  one  of  the  physicians, 
who  was  incessant  at  his  post  in  one  of  these  establishments,  told  me 
that  he  had  not  known  a  single  drunkard  cured,  by  any  treatment, 

"These  facts  are  thus  presented,  as  introductory  to  the  means  of 
prevention  about  to  be  suggested,  and  on  which  our  future  visitation, 
and  the  extent  of  that  visitation,  should  the  epidemic  again  recur,  will 
greatly  depend. 

"  First,  then,  I  remark,  that  as  the  remote  cause  exhibited  itself 
first  in  filthy  neighborhoods,  the  Corporation  should,  before  the  warm 
weather  commences,  see  that  our  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  yards,  and  houses 
are  thoroughly  cleansed  and  ventilated,  and  that  all  our  docks,  slips, 
wharves,  and  sewers  be  carefully  purified,  and  kept  so  by  the  vigilant 
inspection  and  authority  of  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

"  Secondly.  They  should  also  see  that  all  marshes,  pools,  or  ponds 
of  standing  water  should  be  drained  and  filled  up  early  in  the  Spring, 
and  wherever  there  are  filthy  stables,  whether  for  horses  or  cows,  or 
pens  in  which  swine  are  kept,  they  should  be  removed  from  the  city, 
unless  their  filthiness  can  be  prevented. 

"  Thirdly.  Let  our  constituted  authorities  absolutely  prohibit  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirits,  by  wholesale  and  retad,  in  any  population 
great  or  small,  when  the  approach  of  the  Cholera  is  threatened.  If 
this  cannot  be  done  in  anticipation,  it  should  by  all  means  be  enforc- 
ed on  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease  in  any  city,  town,  or  village. 

"  Fourthly.  Let  all  our  prisons,  alms-houses,  or  other  crowded 
apartments,  as  those  of  the  poor  especially,  be  daily  subjected  to  in- 
spection, cleansing  and  ventilation,  and  let  special  attention  be  paid 
to  the  quality  of  the  meat  and  other  articles  of  provision. 

"  Fifthly.  Let  physicians  be  appointed  and  stationed,  day  and  night, 
in  every  neighborhood,  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  epidemic,  to  be 
accessible  at  all  times  by  the  poor,  for  the  treatment  of  the  premoni- 
tory symptoms,  and  let  the  plan  of  treatment  be  agreed  on  by  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Board  of  Health  requiring  uniform  and 
discreet  depletion,  and  absolutely  forbidding  the  use  of  opium  or  ar- 
dent spirits,  either  as  a  preventive  or  cure,  except  under  such  restric- 
tions as  said  department  might  accurately  define. 

"  Sixthly.  Let  clean  hospital  buildings  be  provided  convenient  to 
every  section,  to  which  those  who,  by  neglect  of  the  premonitory 
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symptoms,  or  by  mismanagement  or  imprudence  of  any  kind,  shall  suf- 
fer an  attack,  may  be  promptly  sent,  and  let  the  plan  of  treatment 
be  defined  and  enforced  ;  and  on  any  extensive  fatality  occurring  in 
any  one  of  these,  let  there  be  an  immediate  change  in  the  professional 
head  of  the  Medical  Department. 

"  Seventhly.  Let  measures  be  taken  to  enlighten  the  people  gene- 
rally in  the  nature  of  the  disease,  its  causes  and  curable  character, 
and  especially  its  non-contagiousness;  and  this  may  be  done  by  the 
circulation  of  handbills  and  tracts. 

"  Eighthly.  Let  a  system  of  diet  and  regimen  be  promulgated  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  enlightened  science,  and  let  this  system  be 
recommended  through  the  clergymen  of  every  congregation,  especially 
insisting  upon  total  abstinence  from  all  stimulating  or  astringent 
drinks. 

"  If  these,  or  equivalent  means  be  employed  in  anticipation,  or  on  the 
first  appearance  of  the  epidemic  in  any  place,  its  prevalence  will  be 
short,  and  the  terror  occasioned  by  its  fatality  will  be  greatly  dimin- 
ished, if  not  entirely  removed.  But  if  our  municipal  authorities  will 
neglect  their  duty,  until  the  filth  of  our  streets,  wharves,  and  other 
public  places,  become  proverbial,  as  during  the  past  summer,  and 
only  begin  their  activity  and  zeal  when  the  miasma  has  been  genera- 
ted, the  mischief  will  be  to  a  great  extent  irreparable ;  and  the  very 
processes  of  cleansing  to  which  they  may  afterwards  resort,  too  often 
will  be  found  only  to  aggravate  the  rage  of  the  epidemic.  And  if  the 
Corporation,  amid  the  devastations  of  another  scourge,  should  it  again 
sweep  through  our  city,  will  continue  to  sanction  the  sale  and  use  of 
spirituous  liquors  in  such  perilous  times,  as  was  done  in  New  York  by 
three  thousand  licensed  dealers;  then  we  may  expect  a  repetition  of 
the  calamitous  results  which  spread  such  a  gloom  over  our  city  and 
country  during  the  last  summer;  for  experience  has  shown  how  short 
is  the  transition  from  the  grog-shop  to  the  hospital,  to  the  grave,  and 
to  perdition. 

"  The  facts  which  the  history  of  the  past  exhibits  of  the  connection 
between  Cholera  and  rum,  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  nor  too 
strenuously  urged  upon  our  rulers  or  upon  the  public.  Thousands 
are  now  dead  of  Cholera  who  fell  by  taking  a  little  port  wine,  '  brandy 
and  water,  or  generous  wine,'  to  prevent  their  being  sick,  and  this 
too,  disgraceful  to  say  it,  by  high  medical  authority.  In  some  in- 
stances, this  was  undoubtedly  the  sole  agent  which  excited  the  dis- 


440 


THE  NEW- YORK 


ease  and  rendered  it  fatal.  In  this  city,  the  grog-shops  were  visible 
nuclei,  around  which  the  epidemic  raged  with  unwonted  fury;  and 
death,  not  disease,  seemed  to  reign  over  the  neighborhoods  where 
these  haunts  of  the  destroyer  were  the  most  numerous.  Many  of  the 
keepers  of  these  abominable  styes  of  pollution,  and  some  of  their  fami- 
lies, were  swept  away ;  and  horrible  to  relate,  other  lovers  of  rum  and 
its  '  wages '  would  re-open  the  shops  thus  vacated  by  the  pestilence, 
and  deal  out  Cholera  and  death,  until  they  too  became  the  victims  of 
their  temerity.  In  many  instances,  after  burying  one  or  more  of  their 
families,  the  keepers  of  these  grog-shops  would  become  alarmed,  close 
their  doors,  and  fly  from  the  city.  But  some  of  them  were  so  covet- 
ous of  the  '  wages  of  unrighteousness/  that  they  would  return  in 
time  to  re-open  their  doors  on  Saturday  nights,  continue  in  the  midst 
of  their  victims  until  Monday  morning,  when  they  would  again  leave 
the  scene  of  danger,  thus  securing  their  Sabbath  custom.  Hence,  as 
was  frequently  remarked,  the  reports  were  so  fearfully  augmented  on 
each  successive  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  universal  panic  pervaded 
all  classes  of  our  citizens,  except  the  Honorable  Corporation,  who 
seemed  to  share  but  little  in  the  consternation,  and  profit  less  by  the 
lessons  we  were  thus  so  dearly  taught.  For,  by  their  authority  and  li- 
cense, these  deeds  of  infamy  were  perpetuated  until  the  cold  weather 
of  the  autumn  arrested  the  epidemic,  after  thousands  had  fallen  mar- 
tyrs to  the  licensed  and  unlicensed  dealers  in  rum. 

I  forbear  to  pursue  this  subject  further,  for  the  heart  sickens  at  the 
bare  recital  of  these  shocking  scenes,  which  might  have  been  arrested, 
to  a  great  extent  at  least,  by  the  Corporation,  had  they  yielded  to 
the  conviction  which  death  made  so  apparent,  and  suppressed  the 
sale  of  ardent  spirits  during  the  epidemic  by  rigid  enactments,  as  was 
done  at  Washington,  D.  C,  with  complete  success.  Instead  of 
which,  they  prohibited  the  sale  of  fruits  and  garden  vegetables,  which, 
compared  with  rum,  were  innocent ;  thus  '  straining  at  a  gnat,  and 
swallowing  a  camel.' 

"  With  regard  to  disinfecting  remedies,  they  must  be  regarded  as  at 
best  equivocal  in  their  character  and  in  their  effects.  The  burning  of 
tar,  brimstone,  and  other  combustible  substances,  produce  no  other 
good  effect  than  the  kindling  of  large  fires  with  any  other  material ; 
and  their  offensive  odor  is  not,  therefore,  compensated  for  by  any  spe- 
cific virtues.  The  Chlorides  of  Lime,  Soda,  &c,  are  undoubtedly  use- 
ful in  attracting  putrid  and  unpleasant  odors  of  whatever  kind  to 
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themselves ;  and  yet  the  Chlorine,  when  used  to  the  extent  it  was  in 
some  places,  was  quite  as  offensive  to  the  olfactories,  and  even  as  un- 
healthy when  inspired  into  the  lungs,  as  any  of  those  for  which  it  is 
prescribed  as  an  antidote.  These  disinfecting  agents  are,  therefoi'e, 
of  much  less  importance,  and  much  less  to  be  depended  on,  thau  peo- 
ple have  been  led  to  believe.  To  sprinkle  Chloride  of  Lime  freely  into 
the  gutters,  privies,  stables,  and  other  filthy  places  in  the  city,  may 
be  a  judicious  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation;  and  for 
the  filthy  apartments  of  houses  where  the  disease,  or  death,  has  left 
an  offensive  stench,  the  Chloride  of  Soda  in  solution  will  be  an  appro- 
priate antiseptic,  to  be  sprinkled  on  the  floors,  or  placed  in  a  vessel 
on  the  floor.  If  either,  however,  be  carried  to  excess,  as  is  too  often 
done,  they  cease  to  be  useful,  and  are  often  directly  mischievous. 

"  On  the  subject  of  personal  and  individual  means  of  prevention,  I 
shall  content  myself  with  very  brief  remarks,  having  partly  anticipa- 
ted this  department  of  prevention  in  a  former  chapter. 

' '  A  state  of  predisposition,  or  an  epidemic  constitution,  as  it  has  been 
called,  is  already  superinduced,  when  the  disease  begins  to  prevail,  in 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  who  has  been  living  but  a  few  days  and 
nights  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  infected  city  or  neighborhood.  It  is 
altogether  absurd,  therefore,  to  talk  of  preventing  our  being  predis- 
posed, or  of  escaping  by  leaving  the  neighborhood,  after  being  im- 
pressed with  the  remote  cause.  The  true  means  of  prevention,  and 
those  which  would  be  almost  universally  successful,  are  the  avoidance 
of  the  exciting  causes,  and  thus  rendering  the  state  of  predisposition 
one  of  perfect  and  entire  immunity  from  the  disease.  All  preventives 
recommended  on  any  other  principle  proceed  from  ignorance  or  im- 
posture, most  generally  from  the  latter;  and  all  such  remedies,  there- 
fore, which  profess  to  prevent  an  attack,  by  being  taken  before  the 
individual  is  sick,  are  but  the  stupid  prescriptions  of  mountebanks  and 
quacks,  not  excepting  the  use  of  '  brandy  and  water,  or  generous 
wine,'  which  are  best  entitled  to  the  epithet  of  quackery  of  any  in 
the  whole  catalogue  of  the  nostrums  for  prevention. 

"  First,  then,  let  all  indigestible  food,  of  whatever  kind,  be  avoided 
by  those  who  are,  or  have  been,  exposed  to  the  remote  cause,  and  let 
there  be  no  excessive  indulgence  in  the  morbid  appetite  by  which  an 
epidemic  constitution  is  often  characterized.  The  living  should  be 
plain,  simple,  and  more  sparing  than  usual,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
most  persons  in  health  eat  twice  as  much  at  their  meals  as  is  either 


442 


THE  NEW-YORK 


necessary  or  useful.  To  deny  ourselves  all  vegetables  and  fruit  from 
a  superstitious  fear,  and,  at  the  same  time,  load  the  stomach  with 
an  increased  allowance  of  flesh,  fish,  and  fowl,  is  the  very  climax 
of  absurdity.  Such  preventive  management  has  often  excited  the 
disease. 

"  Second.  Adopt  the  maxims  of  enlightened  science  on  the  subject 
of  ardeut  spirits,  wine,  beer,  cider,  and  all  other  intoxicating  drinks, 
and  practise  total  abstinence  from  these  and  all  other  articles  which 
stimulate  the  body  beyond  the  healthy  standard.  This  is  the  most 
important  iii  the  scale  of  preventive  measures,  and  should  be  univer- 
sally adopted,  without  regard  to  previous  habits  and  modes  of  living. 
If  persons  have  continued  in  the  daily  use  of  spirituous  liquors  or  wine 
for  years  without  having  sensibly  suffered  in  their  health;  yet  now 
that  they  are  impressed  with  the  remote  cause  of  Cholera,  and  have 
imbibed  a  predisposition,  there  is,  there  can  be,  no  security  but  in 
abandoning  their  habit  at  once.  The  cautions  that  have  been  given 
about  the  danger  of  changing  the  customs  of  living,  and  insisting  upon 
a  continuance  in  the  usual  allowance  of  ardent  spirits,  are  but  another 
of  the  changes  which  have  been  rung  by  the  apologists  for  rum,  and 
the  publication  of  these  directions  multiplied  the  victims  of  the  pesti- 
lence wherever  they  have  been  followed.  If  there  be  any  one  fact  un- 
equivocally taught  by  the  experience  of  the  last  year,  it  is  this :  that 
rum,  in  any  one  of  its  forms,  is  not  only  a  frequent  exciting  cause  of 
Cholera,  but  the  most  frequent  of  all  its  causes;  and  hence  it  is  as 
true  here  as  it  has  been  proven  to  be  in  Albany,  that  among  those 
who  suffered  an  attack  from  other  exciting  causes,  but  few  died ;  and 
among  those  in  whom  the  disease  was  excited  by  ardent  spirits,  but 
few  recovered.  In  Albany  it  was  accurately  ascertained,  and  has 
been  published  by  her  indefatigable  State  Temperance  Society,  that 
but  two  cases  occurred  among  the  thousands  of  citizens  who  adhered 
to  their  pledge  of  total  abstinence  as  members  of  their  Society.  This 
fact  should  be  everywhere  known,  and  everywhere  appreciated,  that 
the  mischievous  and  fatal  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  either  as  a  preven- 
tive or  cure,  may  never  again  so  fearfully  multiply  the  victims  of  the 
pestilence  in  any  place,  or  among  any  people. 

"  Third.  Next  to  moderation  in  eating,  and  total  abstinence  from 
ardent  spirits  and  other  stimulating  articles,  strict  attention  should 
be  paid  to  the  condition  of  the  skin,  which,  in  such  perilous  times, 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked.    Flannel  next  to  the  body  should  be 
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worn  universally,  and  on  a  sense  of  chilliness  occurring,  the  individual 
should  bathe  the  feet  in  warm  water  before  going  to  bed,  and  adopt 
some  domestic  expedient  for  inducing  a  gentle  perspiration.  Expo- 
sure to  damp  and  wet  weather  was  frequently  followed  by  an  attack. 

"  Lastly.  The  mind  should  be  preserved  in  a  state  of  calmness  and 
composure,  and  all  undue  excitement  or  depression  be  scrupulously 
avoided.  Although  the  depressing  tendency  of  fear  has  often  excit- 
ed the  disease,  yet  the  exciting  passions,  indulged  to  excess,  as  an- 
ger, &c,  have  also  been  productive  of  the  same  result.  Instances  of 
this  unhappy  result,  from  both  of  these  causes,. must  have  occurred 
under  the  observation  of  every  extensive  practitioner  in  this  as  well 
as  other  epidemic  diseases. 

"  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  among  the  means  of  prevention  to  be  used 
by  individuals,  I  have  recommended  no  medicines.  Although  thou- 
sands of  nostrums  have  been  recommended  by  as  many  quacks,  and 
some  of  them,  with  their  mountebank  authors,  have  been  puffed  by 
certificates  of  members  of  my  own  profession,  who  have  thus  degraded 
their  names,  and  still  more,  the  professional  titles  affixed  to  them,  yet 
I  must  pronounce  all  these  nostrums,  by  whomsoever  commended  or 
sold,  to  be  a  base  and  unprincipled  imposture  upon  public  credu- 
lity; and  many  of  them  the  result  of  an  atrocious  conspiracy  against 
the  property,  health,  morals,  and  lives  of  the  community.  With  a 
knowledge  of  the  direful  effects  of  such  imposture,  in  exciting  the  dis- 
ease and  rendering  it  fatal  during  the  last  year;  and  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  preconcerted  plans  which  have  been  devised  to  gull  the  vul- 
gar and  rob  the  ignorant,  even  in  anticipation  of  the  recurrence  of 
the  epidemic — I  should  be  recreant  to  my  duty  as  one  of  the  guar- 
dians of  the  public  health,  if  I  did  not  utter  this  rebuke,  and  offer  this 
warning  against  so  criminal  and  so  mischievous  an  imposition.  The 
pecuniary  success  which  some  of  these  boasted  preventives  received 
during  the  last  year,  will  doubtless  embolden  empiricism,  should  the 
Cholera  unhappily  revisit  us;  and  if  our  population  should  generally 
be  so  gulled  as  to  take  these  nostrums  as  preventives,  even  though 
they  be  only  '  braudy  or  wine,'  we  shall  suffer  results  quite  as  calam- 
itous as  those  which  the  epidemic  itself  will  inflict,  and  its  mischiefs 
be  incalculably  augmented. 

"I  have  thus  finished  my  brief  observations  on  the  nature,  causes, 
treatment,  and  prevention  of  Cholera  with  as  much  perspicuity  as  the 
subject  will  admit;  and,  with  the  hope  that  their  publication  may  be 
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useful,  especially  in  those  places  where  it  may  occur  hereafter,  I  now 
submit  the  whole  to  my  fellow-citizens,  with  the  ardent  wish  that  they 
may  never  witness  a  recurrence  of  the  scenes  of  the  last  year  to  the 
same  extent,  if,  indeed,  they  shall  suffer  another  visitation  of  this 
cruel  epidemic. 

"  From  the  expression  of  my  own  views,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  re- 
gard a  recurrence  of  the  disease  as  fully  capable  of  prevention,  if  pro- 
per means  be  adopted;  and  even  should  it  revisit  us,  that  our  Cor- 
poration may  diminish  its  mischiefs,  and  lighten  the  calamity  by  a 
a  suitable  exercise  of  their  authority.  In  the  confident  expectation 
that  judicious  means  of  prevention  will  be  used,  and  the  necessary  au- 
thority exercised,  for  a  time  at  least,  I  entertain  but  little  apprehen- 
sion that  this  city  will  be  the  scene  of  its  visitation  the  present  year. 
There  may,  and  probably  will  be,  sporadic  or  individual  cases;  but 
reasoning  from  analogy,  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  Cholera,  as  an 
epidemic,  will  prevail  extensively  very  soon  in  the  same  places  which 
so  severely  suffered  the  last  year,  especially  in  the  North  and  East, 
where  our  climate  favors  our  success  in  its  prevention.  In  the  South, 
as  in  New  Orleans,  and  on  the  rivers  of  the  West,  where  large  dis- 
tricts of  malarious  country  are  thickly  populated,  there  is  much  greater 
cause  of  apprehension.  And  it  is  very  probable  that,  in  those  places 
where  the  Yellow  Fever  has  annually  been  epidemic,  the  Cholera  may 
take  its  place ;  if,  as  I  have  contended,  both  arise  from  causes  so  simi- 
lar in  their  nature,  and  differing  only  in  the  degree  of  intensity. 
Should  this  be  the  fact,  however,  I  feel  assured  that  when  enlighten- 
ed views  of  the  disease  shall  universally  prevail,  Cholera  will  be  found 
to  be  much  more  susceptible  of  cure  than  the  malignant  or  Yellow 
Fever,  by  which  fatality  our  southern  countrymen  have  so  severely 
suffered.  If  the  Cholera  be  successful,  in  its  progress  through  our 
country,  in  awakening  the  national,  and  state,  and  city  governments 
to  the  necessity  of  banishing  all  intoxicating  liquors  from  the  land, 
though  its  track  has  been  one  of  devastation  and  death;  yet,  by 
this  '  consummation  so  devoutly  to  be  wished,'  there  would  be  more 
lives  preserved  from  the  drunkard's  grave  in  a  single  year,  than  the 
Cholera  would  be  able  to  kill,  without  rum,  its  most  mighty  auxiliary, 
in  half  a  century.  Indeed,  statistical  calculations  of  the  comparative 
mortality  during  the  last  calamitous  year,  would  satisfactorily  demon- 
strate, if  it  could  be  accurately  made,  that  in  this  country  at  least, 
where  Cholera  has  slain  its  thousands  Rum  has  slain  its  tens  of  thou- 
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sands,  apart  from  the  vast  proportion  in  which  both  these  '  destroy- 
ing angels'  have  united  their  deadly  influence. 

"  But  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  this  disease,  I  again  reiterate 
the  sentiment,  that  the  public  ought  not  to  be  misled  by  a  reliance 
being  placed  upon  quarantine,  or  other  regulations  designed  to  ob- 
struct its  importation ;  nor  should  they  consent  to  withhold  the  ex- 
pression of  their  merited  ceusure  upou  our  constituted  authorities,  by 
the  contemptible  pretence  set  up,  after  it  has  appeared,  that  it  has 
been  brought  by  importation,  and  transmitted  by  contagion. 

"  Even  now,  while  the  present  work  is  passing  through  the  press, 
there  is  more  than  one  city  in  the  United  States  whose  Health  De- 
partment is  making  little  other  preparation  by  way  of  prevention, 
than  guarding  against  the  arrival  of  vessels  from  suspected  places,  or 
such  as  have  cases  of  disease  on  board,  supposed  to  be  Cholera;  and 
are  quieting  the  apprehensions  of  the  public  by  passing  ordinances  in- 
flicting heavy  penalties  against  a  violation  of  quarantine. 

"  Let  the  public  demand  of  their  representatives  in  the  city  govern- 
ments that  the  necessary  work  of  cleausing  the  city  should  be  dili- 
gently performed;  not  merely  that  officers  should  be  appointed  to  do 
it,  and  paid  with  the  public  money,  but  that  they  see  that  it  is  done. 
And  I  again  repeat,  that  if  it  be  neglected  until  the  hot  weather 
gives  origin  and  being  to  the  mischief,  the  public  ought  not  to  be  sat- 
isfied with  the  show  of  great  diligence  after  the  disease  appears,  for  the 
mischief  is  not  only  then  irreparable,  but  the  very  attempts  at  puri- 
fication will  often  only  increase,  if  it  does  not  originate,  the  mischief 
they  are  designed  to  remove." 


Selections. 

THE  TRIALS  OF  THE  YOUNG  PHYSICIAN. 

Every  profession,  every  avocation,  is  beset  with  difficulties — some 
of  which  are  common  to  all  pursuits,  and  some  peculiar  to  each  partic- 
ular calling;  these  latter  can  only  be  fully  known  and  appreciated  by 
the  initiated.  The  old,  successful  practitioner,  who  has  struggled  up 
to  wealth  and  professional  position,  in  view  of  his  self-confident,  digni- 
fied bearing,  and  the  deference  which  he  everywhere  receives  in  society, 
is  often  an  object  of  envy  by  other  members  of  society,  and  even  by  the 
juniors  in  the  profession.    But  did  they  know  the  physical  and  mental 
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labor,  the  sacrifice  of  feeling,  the  infringements  of  conscientiousness, 
perhaps — in  short,  the  many  tribulations  through  which  he  has  come 
up  from  obscurity  to  his  present  position,  he  would  often  be  considered 
rather  an  object  of  commiseration  than  one  whose  career  invites  imi- 
tation. 

In  summing  up  the  tribulations  to  which  we  refer,  we  do  not  take 
into  account  the  toil  of  going  through  the  preparatory  studies — these, 
though  severe,  are  not  unpleasant;  in  fact,  the  progress  of  the  intelli- 
gent medical  student  is  a  continued  triumphal  march,  in  which  the 
consciousness  of  overcoming  difficulties  more  than  pays  for  the  labor. 
It  is  only  when  the  aspirant  has  won  the  honors  of  his  profession,  so 
far  as  the  receiving  the  honorable  title  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  is  con- 
cerned, that  his  trials  fairly  begin.  For  awhile,  it  is  true,  his  pathway 
is  strewn  with  flowers — friends  congratulate,  acquaintances  feast  him 
— -the  dignified  of  the  profession  treat  him  with  complacency,  and  call 
him  Doctor.  But  this  holiday  must  have  an  end  ;  he  must  select  a 
theatre  for  operations;  rent  him  an  office,  and  hang  out  his  shingle. 
For  awhile  matters  progress  pleasantly  enough;  friends  call  in  and 
chat  with  him,  and  even  the  grave  city  Doctors  treat  him  with  consid- 
eration— for,  being  in  nobody's  way,  nobody  considers  him  a  bore. 
But  as  time  passes  on,  one  after  another  of  his  particular  friends,  who 
advised  him  to  settle  there,  and  promised  him  their  influence,  have 
sickness  in  their  families,  and  yet  he  receives  no  calls;  they  wish  him 
well,  but  he  must  have  experience  before  they  can  trust  him ;  of  course 
his  time  drags  wearily  along,  and  if  he  is  not  made  of  the  right  kind 
of  stuff,  he  will  not  suffer  out  his  probation,  but  seek  excitement  in 
dissipation,  or  speculate  in  property;  or,  what  is  worse,  unite  his  for- 
tunes with  a  popular  Quack,  and  receive  an  equivalent  in  money  for 
the  scientific  respectability  which  he  confers;  or,  what  is  still  worse, 
he  compounds  a  Pill,  a  Plaster,  an  Elixir,  or  a  Magnetic  Ointment, 
and  goes  regularly  into  the  trade,  consoling  himself  with  the  reflection 
that  he  has  prepared  himself  to  live  by  physic,  and  if  the  people  won't 
call  on  him  to  prescribe,  he  is  not  bound  to  starve  scientifically — that 
necessity  overrules  law,  and  that  he  has  a  right  to  live  by  selling 
physic. 

But  we  will  suppose  that  he  is  of  the  right  kind  of  stuff,  and — "let 
patience  have  its  perfect  work" — is  always  at  his  office,  ready  for  a 
turn  of  luck.  Finally  it  comes;  at  first,  perhaps,  in  rather  a  suspicious 
shape,  though.    One  of  the  unfortunate,  or  vicious  poor,  is  danger- 
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ously  sick,  and  sends  one  of  his  unprepossessing  companions  after  a 
Doctor.  He  perambulates  the  street  where  Doctors'  offices  are  most 
plenty,  and  calls  into  each  one  as  he  progresses,  whose  name  is  known 
to  fame ;  but  the  Doctors  are  all  absent,  or  have  such  other  pressing 
engagements  as  make  it  impossible  for  them  to  attend  to  the  call. 
Finally,  the  poor  fellow,  rather  than  let  his  friend  die  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  nature,  concludes  to  try  the  "Young  Doctor."  He,  of  course, 
goes;  for  he  has  become  perfectly  hungry  to  give  physic  to  somebody; 
and  as  he  has  studied  his  profession  well,  and  strictly  kept  his  mind 
on  it,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  manages  the  case  skillfully. 
Somebody  else  was  there,  and  was  pleased  with  his  management;  and 
this  somebody,  or  his  friend,  afterwards  needs  a  physician,  and  he  gets 
another  and  another  call.  It  is  true,  his  patients  are  poor  and  but 
little  known;  but  although  there  are  vast  extremes  in  the  scale  of  so- 
ciety in  our  cities,  and  country  too,  yet  there  are,  fortunately,  no  ar- 
bitrary dividing  lines;  but  the  whole  are  interlaced  and  tied  together 
by  connections  of  blood  or  of  business;  so  that  an  impulse  felt  at  one 
extremity,  often  reaches  throughout  the  whole. 

It  is  soon  observed  that  the  new  Doctor  is  doing  practice.  He  is 
still  noticed  with  due  consideration  by  the  established  ones,  for  he  is 
not  in  their  way;  they  are  pleased  that  he  should  do  practice — that 
kind  of  practice  ;  and  when  spoken  to  upon  the  subject,  they  observe, 
"Yes,  he  is  quite  useful  among  the  lower  class!" 

But  his  success  causes  him  gradually  to  climb  in  the  scale  of  socie- 
ty; and  finally  he  is  called  in  to  visit  a  member  of  one  of  the  families 
of  which  one  of  tbe  "Settled"  has  been  family  physician.  The  case 
proves  to  be  one  of  those  diseases  which  are  expected  to  run  a  "deter- 
minate course,"  and  the  Doctor,  following  settled  precedents,  makes 
no  effort  to  break  up  the  disease,  but  merely  combats  important  symp- 
toms, aiming  to  enable  the  constitution  to  bear  up  under  the  disease 
until  it  runs  its  course.  The  disease,  of  course,  progresses  from  day  to 
day,  with  but  little  or  no  improvement;  and  the  friends  finally  become 
anxious,  and  on  one  of  the  Doctor's  visits  he  is  politely  informed  that 
the  family  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  skill,  but  as  Dr.  Stadium 
has  always  been  their  family  physician,  "  if  anything  should  happen," 
they  would  feel  better  if  he  had  been  called  in  ;  and  propose  that  he 
be  sent  for  in  consultation.  To  this  the  attending  physician  of  course 
readily  consents;  in  fact,  he  is  really  pleased  with  the  idea;  for  al- 
though he  has  often  conducted  just  such  cases,  among  his  poor  pa- 
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trons,  to  a  favorable  termination,  yet  here  his  standing  is  at  stake, 
and  he  is  quite  willing  to  divide  the  responsibility.  And  then  Dr. 
Stadium  is  so  much  of  a  gentleman,  and  has  always  treated  him  so  kind- 
ly, that  he  can  have  no  fears  of  his  reputation  being  put  in  jeopardy 
by  any  double  dealing  from  him. 

Now  Dr.  Stadium  had  heard  of  this  case,  but  of  course  said  nothing 
about  it;  but  if  any  one  supposed  him  to  feel  indifferent,  it  was  quite 
a  mistake — he  didn't  care,  it  is  true,  for  the  practice,  but  he  very  much 
disliked  to  lose  his  position  in  the  family.  Of  course  he  is  pleased  at 
the  call,  and  promptly  attends;  but  resolves,  as  he  goes  along,  that  he 
will  finesse  this  case,  so  that  if  the  patient  dies  the  attending  physician 
shall  bear  the  odium ;  and  if  he  recover,  he  will  secure  the  honor  him- 
self, which  his  practiced  tactics  enable  him  to  do  with  facility.  Upon 
examination,  the  case  is  found  to  be  rather  a  doubtful  one,  conse- 
quently Dr.  Stadium  treats  the  attendant  with  the  utmost  respect,  en- 
dorses the  propriety  of  the  course  of  treatment,  and  merely  suggests 
a  few  unimportant  accessions,  by  way  of  showing  his  greater  familiari- 
ty with  minutiae.  He  agrees  to  regular  stated  daily  or  semi-daily 
consultations,  and,  for  a  time,  punctually  attends  them.  But  seeing 
that  some  important  organ  is  about  to  give  way,  finds  it  convenient  to 
pay  a  long  visit  to  some  of  his  country  patients,  and  forces  the  at- 
tendant to  alter  the  prescription  on  his  own  responsibility.  On  his 
return,  he  visits  the  case  at  an  hour  when  the  attendant  is  not  expect- 
ed, and  finding  it  worse,  he  "  deeply  regrets"  that  he  was  forced  to  be 
absent  at  such  an  important  crisis,  and  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 
case  will  now  terminate  fatally ;  objects  to  making  any  suggestions  in 
the  absence  of  the  attendant,  and  manages  to  perpetually  miss  the 
time  specified  for  consultation.  The  patient  dies,  and  if  Dr.  Stadium 
had  had  the  management,  it  perhaps  would  have  been  otherwise. 

But  suppose  the  case  goes  on  improving,  until  it  is  evident  that, 
with  simple  treatment,  it  will  finally  yield  to  the  efforts  of  nature.  Dr. 
Stadium  pursues  a  different  course;  he  has  agreed  with  the  attendant 
to  pursue  a  negative  treatment,  and  of  course  there  is  little  to  do; 
he  ceases  to  be  punctual  at  the  hour,  but  drops  in  sometimes  before, 
sometimes  after — always  agreeing  to  the  simple  treatment  left  by  the 
attendant.  Finally,  on  one  of  his  after  calls  he  discovers  that  the 
crisis  is  past,  and  the  patient  will  get  well  in  spite  of  a  little  improper 
treatment.  He  now  informs  the  friends  that  he  has  perceived  an  im- 
portant change  in  the  disease,  which  must  be  met  by  a  corresponding 
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change  of  treatment,  and  requests  that  the  attendant  be  immediately 
sent  for.  He  has  now  gained  one  point:  he  has  seen  something  which 
the  other  overlooked;  at  least  he  has  made  this  impression. 

When  the  attendant  arrives,  Dr.  Stadium  rests  his  chin  upon  his 
gold-headed  cane,  and  inquires  of  him  if  he  does  not  discover  that  a 
material  change  has  come  over  the  case,  and  talks  learnedly  of  altered 
secretions,  the  danger  of  morbid  deposits,  &c.,  &c,  and  suggests — 
now  is  the  time  for  mercurials,  for  iodides,  or  for  something  else  which 
is  not  indicated,  but  which  will  not  endanger  the  life  of  the  patient. 
If  the  attendant  is  not  "every  inch  a  man,"  he  will  hum  and  haw, 
and  rub  his  forehead,  and  finally  agree.  Of  course  Dr.  Stadium's 
ready  acumen  has  foreseen  the  evil  and  saved  the  patient,  and  the  at- 
tendant has  lost  the  confidence  of  the  family  and  his  own  self-respect. 
But  suppose  he  is  the  clear  grit — he  will  protest  against  the  whole 
thing;  a  disagreement  will  take  place;  and  being  left  to  the  family, 
Dr.  Stadium  will,  of  course,  be  put  in  charge  of  the  case,  and  will  just 
give  as  much  of  the  improper  treatment  as  will  not  do  much  harm, 
and  satisfy  friends  that  the  case  would  otherwise  have  proved  fatal. 

Now  let  him  who  is  a  man  imagine  to  himself  the  feelings  of  the 
"discharged,"  and  if  he  does  not  dream  of  daggers  that  night,  and 
awake  in  the  morning  with  a  worse  opinion  of  human  nature  than  he 
entertained  before,  then  we  say  that  he  is  a  pattern  of  "long  suffer- 
ing," and  "  thinketh  no  evil." 

In  some  other  number  we  intend  giving  a  dissection  of  consultations, 
and  show  the  dear  people  how  much  they  are  usually  benefited  by 
bringing  together  men  whose  interest  it  is  to  supplant  each  other. 

But,  reader,  there  ore  high-minded,  honest  physiciaus,  and  not  a 
lew  either. — Nashville  State  Sentinel. 


Condition  of  the  Erie  County  Poor-House. 

|  We  commend  the  following  expose  to  our  Aims-House 
Governors.  Its  author  is  a  physician,  who  vouches  for  its 
truth,  and  takes  the  responsibility  for  humanity  sake.] 

Painful  rumors  have  been  in  circulation  for  a  day  or  two,  relative 
to  the  mortality  at  the  Poor-House,  and  its  causes.  To  investigate 
the  truth  of  these  rumors,  the  Board  of  Health,  accompanied  by  sev- 
eral physicians,  visited  the  premises,  situated  five  miles  north  of  the 
city,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  inst.  Whatever  we  may  have  to  say 
29 
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of  the  state  of  things  there,  is  derived  from  facts  ascertained  at  this 
visit,  and  however  incredible  our  story  may  appear,  we  assure  our 
readers  that  it  is  but  too  truthful. 

The  Board  found  that,  during  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours,  fif- 
teen insane  persons  had  died  of  the  cholera;  and  that  four  more  were 
then  in  collapse,  and  could  live  hut  a  few  hours.  This  makes  a  total 
of  nineteen  deaths  in  some  thirty-six  hours,  from  a  house  containing 
some  fifty-three  inmates.  All  these  deaths  occurred  from  a  building 
isolated  from  the  main  edifice,  in  which  also  cholera  was  prevalent, 
though  not  with  such  an  unparalleled  fatality. 

This  srreat  number  of  deaths,  occurring  in  a  single  building,  and  ex- 
ceeding the  total  of  mortality  in  the  remainder  of  a  city  of  80,000  in- 
habitants, must  have  a  local  cause  within  the  control  of  its  managers. 
We  have  a  right  to  assume  that  there  is  blame  somewhere. 

Unfortunately,  the  investigations  of  the  Board  of  Health  render  it 
too  plain  that,  aside  from  insufficient  ventilation,  and  other  causes  in- 
cident to  the  construction  of  the  building,  the  manifest  cause  of  this 
mortality  is  in  the  diet  of  the  house— a  diet  which  exceeds,  in  its  ac- 
curate estimate  of  the  starvation  point,  anything  which  Dickens  ever 
described  in  the  work-house,  or  Dotheboys'  Hall. 

The  Board  heard  but  one  story  from  the  employees  in  the  house, 
and  we  cannot  better  detail  the  actual  condition  of  the  patients  than 
by  giving  a  resume  of  the  daily  fare,  its  quantity  and  quality. 

Breakfast. — A  piece  of  bread  about  five  inches  square  by  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  thick,  a  little  salt  pork,  with  coffee  made  from  bar- 
ley, and  sweetened  with  the  cheapest  of  molasses. 

Dinner. — Same  as  breakfast,  minus  the  coffee. 

Supper. — Bread  and  tea. 

Once  a  week  mutton  soup. 

As  to  quality,  the  nurse  in  charge  of  the  children  said  that  the 
bread  was  never  sufficiently  baked,  and  was  frequently  so  sour  as  to 
curdle  milk.  On  rolling  it  in  the  hand,  it  worked  up  into  dough  very 
readily    No  butter  is  given  on  the  bread. 

The  pork  was  rusty,  and  slippery  necks  and  shoulders. 

For  a  few  days  back  they  had  had  some  mutton  served  out.  The 
ration  for  the  day  was  seen;  about  two  ounces  (bone  and  all)  being 
given  to  each. 

Vegetables.- — During  three  or  four  months  of  winter  and  spring  none 
were  given  out.    This  was  owing  to  the  high  price  of  potatoes,  but  no 
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substitutes,  such  as  beets,  carrots,  or  turnips,  were  provided.  Since 
the  appearance  of  cholera,  uo  vegetables  of  any  kind.  As  a  conse- 
quence of  this  beautiful  management,  there  has  been  one  death  from 
scurvy,  (a  disease  hardly  ever  known  except  in  ships  on  long  voyages,) 
and  four  other  cases  are  now  in  the  house. 

Hospital  diet  is  the  same  as  house  diet.  After  a  great  deal  of  ar- 
gument and  remonstrance  from  the  attending  and  house  physician, 
they  have  obtained  from  the  liberal  Superintendent  in  charge  an  oc- 
casional ration  of  beef  broth  for  the  sick.  Its  mode  of  manufacture 
may  interest  our  lady  readers.  The  Superintendent  purchases,  from 
the  refuge  from  the  slaughter-houses,  certain  shanks  of  beef  at  1 2  A  cents 
apiece.  He  usually  buys  one  at  a  time;  in  moments  of  extravagance 
and  disregard  for  the  County  Treasury,  two.  One  of  these  shanks  is 
boiled  in  water  enough  to  give  thirty  odd  patients  a  pint  of  broth  each. 
When  two  shanks  are  boiled,  twice  the  quantity  of  water  is  added, 
and  half  is  religiously  saved  till  a  second  day. 

The  nursing  is  done  by  a  sore-legged  Irish  pauper,  who  takes  espe- 
cial care  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  at  the  expense  of  French  or  Amer- 
ican paupers. 

We  intended  to  speak  of  the  ventilation,  but  we  are  sick  of  the  sub- 
ject. Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  ground-floor  is  on  a  level  with  the 
earth,  paved  with  bricks,  laid  directly  upon  the  clay;  that  all  the  din- 
ing, cook,  and  wash  rooms  are  on  this  floor;  and  that  the  steam  and 
stench  of  the  household  offices  find  vent  only  through  the  joints  of  the 
floors  above — none  of  the  ceilings  are  lathed  and  plastered;  and  the 
foul  odors  of  the  basement  ascend  to  the  fourth  story.  There  is  not  a 
hall  in  the  building;  and  the  ventilators  connecting  with  the  flues  are 
perfect  shams.  Throughout  the  whole  house  there  is  a  sickening,  de- 
caying odor.    All  these  remarks  apply  to  both  buildings  alike. 

Thus  far  we  have  confined  ourselves  to  a  naked  statement  of  the 
plain,  disgusting  facts.    But  we  have  a  word  by  way  of  improvement. 

Here  are  more  than  three  hundred  paupers  kept  in  a  foul,  ill-venti- 
lated building,  on  a  diet  which  will  just  keep  the  wheels  of  life  in  mo- 
tion. 

For  month  after  month  the  thing  has  gone  on,  producing  its  legiti- 
mate and  murderous  results.  Lying-in  women  have  died  of  fever, 
leaving  their  children,  and  the  numerous  foundlings  brought  to  the 
house,  to  die  of  starvation  together.  Brought  there  as  bright,  healthy 
infants,  these  little  offsprings  of  misfortune  and  crime  have  scarcely  an 
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average  of  four  weeks  of  life  in  this  great  lazar  house.  Older  children 
become  idiotic,  dwarfed,  Inanimate;  and  men  and  women  die  from  a 
hundred  diseases,  written  down  upon  the  ease-book  with  Latin  names, 
hut  which  might  he  better  called  starvation — starvation  of  God's  air 
and  the  fruit  of  God's  earth.  The  present  mortality  from  cholera  is 
oidy  a  signal  manifestation  of  what  has  been  going  on  for  months;  a 
small  addition  to  the  daily  death-:  a  change  in  the  particular  mode 
of  dying;  or,  to  look  on  it  in  the  most  favorable  light,  a  substitution 
of  death  for  imbecility;  or  rescue  from  a  life  which  is  worse  than  death. 

We  have  no  word  of  censure  for  the  Superintendent  in  charge.  We 
leave  the  facts  with  the  people.  Let  them  decide  whether  a  misera- 
ble economy — a  small  poor-tax  at  the  close  of  the  year,  is  any  justifica- 
tion of  the  facts  we  have  stated — facts  which  can  be  sustained  by  the 
names  of  those  whom  the  community  know  and  can  trust. 

For  one  thing  we  are  thankful;  we  have  a  Board  of  Health  which 
we  believe  will  do  its  duty,  and,  so  far  as  in  it  lies,  reform  this  great 
abuse — this  plague-spot  on  the  body  politic. — Bvffoln  Conwierciol 
Advertiser,  July  20. 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

[From  an  able  editorial  in  t  he  Stethoscope,  reviewing  the 
Amer.  Med.  Association,  we  extract  the  following  just  remarks. 
Let  the  brethren  read  them.] 

Some  six  years  ago,  shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  recommenda- 
tious  to  the  schools1  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  two 
oldest  schools  in  the  United  States,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Xew  York,  promptly 
acquiesced  in  these  recommendations,  and  advertised  a  prolongation 
of  their  term  to  six  months. 

These  institutions  expected,  and  the  profession  hoped,  that  other 
schools  in  the  same  cities  would  have  followed  the  honorable  example 
thus  set  them,  and  thus  effected  a  reform  which  could  only  be  achiev- 
ed by  union  and  co-operation. 

But  these  expectations  were  disappointed.  Other  medical  schools 
in  their  immediate  vicinity  calculated  that  a  majority  of  students,  de- 
siring diplomas  in  the  shortest  time  and  with  the  least  trouble  possi- 
ble, would  go  where  they  would  most  readily  realize  the  objects  of 
their  ambition.    The  occasion  was  seized  with  avidity,  and  thus  was 
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that  union  and  harmony  and  co-operation  broken  up,  upon  which  the 
success  of  the  association's  whole  movements  depended. 

Who  doubts,  had  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  University  of  Ntw  York  seconded  the  noble  movement  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, that  now  we  should  have  had  six  months'  terms  of  lectures  in 
all  the  respectable  medical  colleges  of  the  country?  Why,  then,  did 
they  not  do  it  ?  It  is  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  examination  into 
facts,  that  the  schools  of  medicine,  stimulated  by  a  spirit  of  rivalry 
amongst  themselves;  aiming  at  a  popular,  in  contradistinction  to  a 
scientific  reputation — each  one  seeking  an  advantage  over  the  other 
in  such  particulars  as  arc  popular  with  studeuts — we  say  it  is  perfect- 
ly obvious  that  the  schools  themselves  have  defeated  the  very  objects 
for  which  the  association  was  organized. 

We  observe  that  the  whole  subject  was  shirked  at.  the  recent  meet- 
ing in  St.  Louis. 

The  report  on  medical  education,  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Trans- 
actions, uses  the  following  language  :  "The  schools  should  be  under 
the  watch  and  care  of  the  profession.  They  should  be  its 'property. 
They  should  be  among  its  appliances  for  securing  to  the  community  a 
body  of  well-educated  physicians,  and  should  therefore  be,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  under  its  control.  The  teachers  in  these  schools  should 
be  placed  there  by  the  profession,  and  not  by  corporations  that  are 
incapable  of  judging  of  their  qualifications.  Such  places  of  honor  and 
of  trust  should  be  in  the  gift  of  the  profession,  and  should  not  be  at 
the  beck  of  popular  favor.  *  *  *  *  All  vacant  professorships  should 
be  filled  by  the  profession,  and  one  of  the  means  of  choice  should  be 
something  similar  to  the  French  concours.  An  end  should  lie  put  to 
the  getting  up  of  schools  to  gratify  private  ambition,  and  to  the  be- 

STOWMENT  OE  PROFESSORSHIPS  BY  FAVORITISM,  OR  UPON  PRINCIPLES  OF  BAR- 
GAIN AND  SALE,  FOR  A  CERTAIN  AMOUNT  (IF  PECUNIARY  RISK  IN  THE  EN- 
TERPRISE. TlIE  TEMPLE  OF  OOR  SCIENCE  OUGHT  NOT  THUS  TO  BE  MADE  A 
HOUSE  OF  MERCHANDISE." 

Such  are  the  wholesome  sentiments  published  to  the  world  by  the 
association  three  years  ago.  Its  doctrines  were  sound,  however  im- 
potent its  efforts  to  effect  practical  reform.  The  same  paper  recom- 
mends that  the  medical  schools  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  medical  societies  of  the  states  in  which  they  are  located.  Such  an 
arrangement,  we  believe,  would  insure  the  institution  of  all  needed 
conservative  reform. 
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We  have  faith  in  the  masses  of  the  profession.  We  do  not  believe 
that  they  are  wedded  to  our  system  of  compressing  the  entire  field  of 
medical  science  in  the  narrow  compass  of  four  months'  terms  of  in- 
struction, with  its  inevitable  imperfect  teaching  and  low  standards  of 
requirement,  however  popular  such  a  system  may  be  with  the  masse- 
of  those  who  are  induced,  by  the  very  vices  of  this  system,  to  seek  ad- 
mission to  the  profession.  We  believe  that  a  very  large  body  of  stu- 
dents desire  complete,  thorough  scientific  training,  and  are  willing  to 
undergo  the  necessary  mental  and  physical  labor. 

We  would  hail  the  establishment  of  a  great  national  university  of 
medicine,  in  the  full  and  true  acceptation  of  the  terms.  Let  it  be  lo- 
cated wherever  the  greatest  number  of  advantages  are  combined. 
Let  it  recommend  itself,  by  its  thorough  and  finished  courses  of  in- 
struction. We  are  tired  of  appeals  to  sectional  feelings  and  prejudices. 
The  annual  stale  dish  of  abuse  of  Yankees  and  Yankee  institutions 
has  failed  to  make  our  home  institutions  what  they  ought  to  be.  We 
want  prolonged,  thorough,  efficient,  systematic  courses  of  instruction. 
We  have  no  choice  between  Northern  or  Southern  wooden  nutmegs. 
The  student  who  has  been  patiently  drilled  in  the  elementary  branch- 
es, fully  indoctrinated  into  the  principles  of  the  science,  rendered  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  the  resources  of  the  art,  can  adapt  himself 
to  the  variations  of  latitude  with  as  much  facility  as  he  would  lay 
aside  the  furs  of  the  arctic  when  he  approaches  the  equator. 


SURGERY  AT  BELLE VTJE  HOSPITAL. 

[Dr.  John  0.  Stone  is  out  with  a  paper  in  the  N.  Y.  Jour- 
nal upon  amputations  of  the  lower  extremities,  in  this  Hospital, 
to  which  "by  the  judgment  of  God"  he  is  one  of  the  surgeons. 
He  keeps  within  three  years  last  past,  and  avoids  all  reference 
to  his  own  bungling  surgery,  occurring  but  a  few  months  prior 
to  this  date,  by  reporting  only  amputations  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremity. Hence  no  allusion  is  made  to  certain  prior  operations 
which  were  fatal,  and  on  the  lower  extremities  too.  Nor  does 
he  include  his  fatal  case  of  occluded  vagina,  nor  the  memora- 
ble amputation  at  the  shoulder-joint  for  paralysis !  But  we 
can  forgive  all  this,  for  the  sake  of  his  precious  confession  in 
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the  close  of  his  article,  which  we  copy.  The  last  sentence  we 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  italicise,  since  it  allows  the  hope  that 
our  rebukes  for  reckless  and  fatal  surgery  have  not  been  lost 
on  him.  He  has  at  last  "suspected  amputation  to  be  a  formi- 
dable alternative!"  after  such  "  awful  mortality"  as  he  records, 
and  the  half  is  not  told!  Wc  counsel  him  to  repent  and  sin  no 
more,  for  it  will  be  "wise  to  refuse  to  operate,"  in  his  own  lan- 
guage, at  least  for  him,  after  such  results. ] 

"SUMMARY  OF  AMPUTATIONS  OF  THE  THIGH. 

L  Secondary  Ostitis,  with  necrosis  Recovered. 

2.  Primary  Leg  crushed  by  heavy  timber  Died. 

3.  Secondary  Chronic  disease,  caries  of  patella  Died. 

4.  Secondary  Chronic  disease  of  knee  Recovered. 

5.  Secondary   "         "         "   Recovered. 

fi.  Secondary  Gangrene  of  leg;  clot  in  iliac  artery  Died. 

7.  Secondary  Chronic  disease  of  knee  Recovered. 

8.  Primary  Fract.  of  both  thighs;  knee-joint  opened  Died. 

!).  Secondary  Fungus  hsematodes  Recovered. 

10.  Secondary  Caries  of  patella,  acute  synovitis,  etc  Recovered. 

"  None  survived  the  primary  amputations,  and  one  quarter  of  the 
secondary  died.  The  mortality  in  all  amputations  of  the  thigh  was 
40  per  cent. 

"  SUMMARY  OF  AMPUTATIONS  OF  THE  LEG. 

1.  Secondary  Chronic  disease  of  the  tarsus  ostitis  Recovered. 

2.  Primary  Injury  in  blasting  Died. 

3.  Primary  Railroad  injury  Died. 

4.  Primary  Railroad  injury  Recovered. 

u.  Primary  Railroad  injury  Died. 

"  Only  one  survived  after  primary  amputation  of  the  leg,  and  that 
with  difficulty,  and  after  a  tedious  convalescence.  We  tind,  on  taking 
both  tables,  that,  out  of  six  primary  amputations  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, only  one  lived,  which  is  a  mortality  of  83i  !  !  per  cent.,  and  that 
the  mortality  in  the  secondary  amputations  was  22  percent.!  On 
combining  both  primary  and  secondary,  we  have  a  mortality  of  1  in 
15,  equal  to  46|  per  cent.,  in  all  amputations  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties ! 

"  We  had,  for  some  time,  suspected  thai  amputation,  in  all  cases,  was  a 
formidable  alternative;  and  in  view  of  the  an  fid  mortality,  after  prima- 
ry amputations,  we  are  tempted  to  ask,  if  it  would  not  be  wise  to  refuse 
to  operate  in  all  cases  of  severe  injury!'1 
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MEDICAL  SCHOOLS— SESSION  OP  1854-5. 

[The  following  timely  and  judicious  article  is  from  the  last 
No.  of  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Medicine.  We  extract  it,  as  we 
do  everything  else  which  aims  to  give  Medical  teaching  in 
New  York  city  a  friendly  lift,  let  it  appear  in  what  quarter  it 
may.  We  commend  especially  the  first  paragraph  to  the  pe- 
rusal of  our  readers.  | 

The  season  approaches  for  the  opening  of  the  winter  session  of  our 
Medical  Colleges.  To  these  institutions,  now  numbering  upwards  of 
forty,  eacli  having  its  full  complement  of  teachers,  is  entrusted  the 
great  interests  of  the  profession  in  this  country.  They  are  to  give 
the  stamp  to  the  future  character  which  it  will  maintain  whether  high- 
toned,  practical,  and  scientific,  or  mercenary,  empirical,  and  superfi- 
cial. Their  responsibilities,  therefore,  are  of  no  ordinary  kind,  and 
their  claims  to  patronage  should  be  thoroughly  canvassed  by  every 
physician  who  has  pupils  in  charge,  to  whom  he  acts  as  an  adviser. 
Let  him  consider  well  the  real  advantages  of  the  different  schools  for 
giving  such  instruction  as  he  knows  from  experience  they  must  need, 
with  the  qualifications  of  the  various  teachers  to  employ  such  advan- 
tages for  the  pupils'  greatest  good. 

We  have  frequently  spoken  of  the  advantages  of  New  York  for 
medical  teaching,  and  deem  it  our  duty  to  recur  to  them  again  in 
the  annual  announcement  of  the  opening  of  our  Medical  Colleges. 

The  most  important  advantage  which  mere  location  can  give  one 
Medical  School  over  another,  is  in  respect  to  clinical  teaching.  The 
time  is  fast  approaching  when  clinical  teaching  will  be  deemed  an  in- 
dispensable part  of  a  thorough  course  of  didactic  instruction.  A 
growing  disposition  manifests  itself  yearly  among  all  ranks  of  students 
to  obtain  access  to  the  wards  of  hospitals,  and  learn  from  actual  ex- 
perience, and  apply  at  the  bedside  the  lessons  which  they  have  but 
indifferently  learned  in  the  lecture  room.  And  it  is  gratifying  to  wit- 
ness this  increasing  estimation  of  clinical  studies,  for  it  is  the  only  true 
method  of  graduating  a  clear-minded,  practical  class  of  physicians, 
who  can  safely  go  from  the  College  halls  into  the  active  and  responsi- 
ble duties  of  their  profession. 

In  this  single  respect,  location  gives  to  the  Schools  of  New  York 
an  advantage  well  worthy  of  consideration.  The  materials  for  clin- 
ical instructions  at  their  command  exist  in  the  greatest  abundance; 
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The  immense  native  and  immigrant  population  that  seeks  medical  ad- 
vice and  assistance  at  her  public  charities  is  without  parallel.  The 
following  statistics,  gathered  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  several 
Dispensaries,  exhibits  the  number  of  patients  treated  at  these  institu- 
tions during  the  year  1853.  City  Dispensary,  46,338;  Eastern,  23, 
114;  Northern,  14,075;  Demilt,  9,006;  North  Western,  4,948;  total, 
97,481.  If  we  add  to  this  number  the  patients  treated  at  the  differ- 
ent Hospitals,  Asylums,  etc.,  the  aggregate  will  not  fall  below  150,000. 

We  are  aware  that  this  exhibition  of  figures  has  little  significance 
unless  this  wealth  of  material  is  rendered  available  to  the  student. 
Although  there  is  not,  we  regret  to  say,  in  any  of  our  Hospitals  or 
Dispensaries  a  systematic  and  well-regulated  system  of  clinical  in- 
struction, yet  no  obstacles  exist  to  prevent  the  student  from  accom- 
panying the  physician  or  surgeon  in  his  daily  rounds  of  duty,  and  ex- 
amining for  himself,  and  acquiring  such  hints,  in  regard  to  individual 
cases,  as  will  be  of  infinite  value  to  him  in  his  future  practice.  These 
advantages,  meagre  it  is  true,  when  we  consider  the  opportunities  for 
rendering  them  serviceable  to  the  student,  are,  nevertheless,  highly  ap- 
preciated by  him,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  eagerness  with  which  he 
seeks  daily  the  wards  of  the  Hospital.  We  trust  the  day  is  not  dis- 
tant when  the  present  artificial  system  of  instruction  will  be  broken 
up,  and  our  Hospitals  and  Colleges  will  exist  as  single  institutions. 

The  only  changes  in  the  Faculties  of  the  different  Schools  of  New 
York,  as  far  as  we  are  informed,  occur  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons.  Owing  to  the  continued  illness  of  Prof.  Bartlett,  the 
course  on  Materia  Medica  in  this  school  will  be  delivered  by  Prof. 
Smith.  Prof.  Clark  will  unite  the  course  on  Practice  to  that  on  Pa- 
thology, and  relinquish  the  course  on  Physiology  to  Prof.  John  C. 
D alton,  .1r.  Dr.  Dalton  is  an  experienced  lecturer  and  successful 
experimental  Physiologist,  and  this  arrangement  can  but  give  entire 
satisfaction  to  the  patrons  of  the  school. 


Hear  him!  Homoeopathy  Extinguished. 

[We  find  the  following  in  the  American  Journal  of  Dental 
Science.  It  is  a  brief  portion  only  of  the  most  merciless  and 
savage  review  of  the  late  antagonist  works  of  Professors 
Simpson  and  Henderson,  of  Edinburgh,  on  Homoeopathy.  We 
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never  wished  more  ardently  for  room  to  insert  the  whole  arti- 
cle. It  is  anonymous,  but  we  know  of  but  one  man  in  the 
country  who  could  write  it,  and  on  the  faith  of  internal  evidence 
for  we  have  no  other,  we  venture  to  ascribe  it  to  Professor 
Thomas  E.  Bond,  Jr.,  of  Baltimore.  If  we  are  in  error  he  will 
forgive  us,  and  on  notice  of  any  other  claimant,  we  will  make 
haste  to  correct  it,  and  at  the  same  time  concede  to  the  verita- 
ble author  of  this  extract  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  palm  of 
being  the  best  medical  writer  in  the  country,  an  award  in  which 
we  doubt  not  all  our  readers,  not  excepting  Professor  Simpson 
himself,  will  concur.  If  any  living  man  can  read  this  precious 
morceau  of  logic  and  fun,  of  wit  and  satire,  of  spirit-stirring, 
side-splitting  sarcasm  without  laughing,  his  risibilities  must  be 
paralyzed  beyond  the  power  of  galvanism.  And  yet  the  arti- 
cle abounds  in  arguments  and  facts  which  appeal  in  thunder 
tones  to  the  clergy  and  other  religionists,  who  are  either  the 
knaves  or  dupes  of  the  tribe  of  Hahnemann.] 

Rev.  Mr.  Everest,  rector  of  Wickwar,  in  a  sermon  preached  in  aid 
of  a  Hahnemannic  hospital,  takes  occasion  to  open  the  new  gospel 
to  the  world. 

Mr.  Everest  thinks  that,  considering  the  physical  and  moral  bless- 
ings comprised  in  homoeopathy,  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Holy  Scriptures  can  be  silent  about  it,  and  upon  examination  he  sees, 
sure  enough,  as  anybody  may  see,  that  a  great  fundamental  dogma 
of  Hahnemann  is  clearly  set  forth  there,  and  given  an  application  vast- 
ly more  extensive  and  subliine. 

This  great  discovery  of  Hahnemann  was  that  chronic  disorders,  in 
which  are  included  proclivity  to  disease  as  well  as  diseases  themselves, 
are  all  caused  by  psora,  or  the  principle  of  cutaneous  eruptions;  the 
itch  infection  he  seems  to  have  had  particularly  in  view.  The  list  of 
maladies  he  ascribes  to  this  cause  is  long  and  horrible,  including  mania, 
melancholia,  epilepsy,  convulsions,  softening  of  bones,  cancer,  jaundice, 
gout  and  haemorrhoids,  deafness  and  blindness,  bleedings  and  barren- 
ness, &c,  &c,  too  tedious  to  mention.  So  much  for  the  carnal  con- 
sequences of  Adam's  itch.    Itch  eruptive. 

Now  for  the  spiritual  consequences.    Itch  corruptive. 

Mr.  Everest  finds  the  clue  to  spiritual  psora  in  the  moral  meaniug 
of  ancient  leprosy,  the  type  of  sin,  and  in  the  miraculous  cures  thereof 
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by  our  Lord  ami  his  disciples.  He  assumes  that  the  principle  of  psora 
is,  in  its  workings  upon  the  human  frame,  productive  of  mental  and 
moral  effects  so  complicated  with  the  proper  spiritual  corruption  that 
God  only  can  distinguish  them.  Of  course  to  man,  then,  they  are  con- 
founded, and  present  themselves  as  identical,  and  as  such  they  evident- 
ly presented  themselves  to  the  spiritual  discernment  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ever- 
est. He  continues  the  list  of  psoraic  consequences  as  prepared  by  Hahn- 
emann, by  adding  "  dark  passions,  furious  lusts,  stubborn  obstinacies, 
scowling  tempers,  gloomy  revenges,  jealousies,  fretfulness,  ill  humor, 
and  reluctance  to  bear  patiently  the  burdens  which  the  Lord  lays  on 
man."  "  The  tendency  to  disorder  of  the  functions  aggravates  the  ten- 
dency to  sin.  The  chronic  taint  in  the  constitution  increases  the 
chronic  proneness  to  sin,  which  Adam  left  us.  The  physical  leprosy 
of  the  flesh  unites  with  the  moral  leprosy  of  the  soul.  It  is  this  com- 
bination of  the  two,  aided  often  by  stimuli,  and  almost  always  by 
large  doses  of  violent  inappropriate  medicines  antecedently  given, 
which  festers  in  your  jails,  rots  in  your  hulks,  seethes  in  your  lanes  and 
alleys,  and  bubbles  up  in  crime,  madness  and  eccentricity  all  over  your 
land.  This  it  is  which  makes  your  atheist  on  the  one  hand,  your  big- 
ot on  the  other."  "Irreligion  is  the  daughter  of  internal  disorder  or 
disease,"  and  hence  he  argues  that  the  old  system  of  medicine  "was  of 
no  use  or  value  as  an  aid  to  conversion."  But  under  homoeopathic 
treatment,  the  itch  being  expelled,  Mr.  Everest  predicts  that  "  the 
holy  and  saving  truths  of  the  gospel  will  be  admitted  into  the  heart, 
and  never  fail  then  to  influence  the  life." 

These  doctrines  are  not  the  peculiar  deductions  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ever- 
est. They  are  approved  and  endorsed  by  "various  noblemen,  gentle- 
men and  homoeopathic  physicians,"  and  the  sermon  was  declared,  with 
much  other  commendation  by  the  editor  of  the  Homoeopathic  Times, 
to  be  "  a  great  achievement."  And  so  it  was.  Who  before  Mr. 
Everest  ever  had  any  clear  conception  of  original  sin?  Who  before, 
among  all  the  acute  theologians  who  wore  out  their  powers  upon  this 
perplexing  subject,  ever  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  sublime  and  simple 
troth,  that  Satan  is  a  great  acarus,  which  having  laid  in  the  souls  and 
skins  of  men  the  prolific  eggs  of  itch  and  sin,  is  now  undergoing  ap- 
propriate destruction  in  a  lake  of  brimstone?  Who  again  of  preach- 
ers, ancient  or  modern,  before  Mr.  Everest,  perceived  the  true  obsta- 
cle to  man's  conversion?  Did  Moses  know  that  Pharoah's  heart  was 
hardened  by  the  "  itch  of  Egypt,"  making  him  "  reluctant  to  bear  pa- 
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ticntly  the  burden  which  the  Lord  laid  ou  him?"  Did  Jeremiah  ever 
dream  that  the  "obstinacy"  of  the  Jews  would  have  given  way  to 
sulphur  ointment,  or  that  in  default  of  submission  he  might  medicate 
them  to  a  state  of  moral  docility  by  a  grain  of  the  antidote  thrown 
into  the  aqueduct  of  Jerusalem';'  Who  before  Mr.  Everest  had 
any  correct  notion  of  training  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go  ? 
How  much  anxiety,  and  patience,  and  lining,  and  precepting  will  be 
saved  by  physicing  sin  out  of  the  hearts  of  the  rising  generation  1 
This,  however,  without  probably  any  clear  idea  of  the  refined  and 
beautiful  philosophy  of  the  thing,  was  practically  enforced  by  Mrs. 
Squeers,  of  Dotheboys'  Hall,  who  gave  the  boys  brimstone  and  treacle 
before  breakfast  to  purify  their  blood  and  prevent  carnal  appetite  ! 
What  an  affecting  exhibition  it  would  be  to  sec  the  Rev.  Mr.  Everest 
at  work  purifying  his  congregation.  The  Sunday  services  opened  by 
a  short  exposition  of  the  moral  and  corporeal  invasion  of  psora.  The 
symptoms  of  its  presence  enumerated.  Antidote  pellets  served  by  the 
deacons.  The  Sunday  schoolchildren  each  supplied  from  the  "school 
spoon"  with  the  preparation  of  piety — the  Rev.  Mr.  Everest  himself 
swallowing  a  potency,  as  a  preservative  from  the  evil  influence,  and 
then,  all  being  effectually  brimstoucd;  all  obstinacy  and  ill  humor, 
and  folly  and  impatience  of  control,  being  removed,  pouring  the  un- 
diluted truth  of  Christianity  into  willing  hearts.  And  then  see  the 
beautiful  workings  of  the  "similia  similibus,"  to  escape  the  infernal  pit 
by  antidotal  brimstone!  To  consume  out  sin  by  an  infinitesimal  ap- 
plication of  its  ultimate  and  infinite  consequence,  To  commute  the 
wrath  to  come  into  a  pellet  to  swallow!  Sin  is  itch,  and  the  devil  is 
"Old  Scratch."  Regeneration  is  the  effect  of  physio — virtue  is  but 
health  of  body.  Spiritual  Christianity  is  a  fiction;  its  sublime  and 
glorious  truths,  its  soul-inspiring  revelations,  are,  correctly  understood, 
only  medical  expositions  of  a  special  and  hitherto  unmentionable  mala- 
dy. The  Bible  is  a  treatise  on  cutaneous  eruptions!  Similia  similibus! 
is  the  Shibboleth  of  salvation — original  sin  may  be  counteracted  In- 
actual  transgression,  or  by  infinitesimal  sulphur! 

We  have  long  been  familiar  with  the  dreadful  dilapidation  of  the 
human  soul.  The  history  of  our  race  furnishes  but  too  many  melan- 
choly instances  of  the  stupidity  and  folly  of  the  moral  nature  of  man ; 
its  insensibility  to  the  glorious  spirituality  in  the  midst  of  which  it 
dwells,  its  blindness  to  the  beautiful,  its  deafness  to  the  true,  its  in- 
corrigibility to  wisdom,  its  greediness  for  pravity,  its  wonderful  affinity 
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for  lies;  but  Mr.  Everest  and  his  homoeopathic  friends  have  uncovered 
a  deeper  depth  in  moral  degradation  than  we  before  had  knowl- 
edge of.  That  men,  educated  in  our  language,  and  familiar  with  its 
literature — -professing  Christianity,  and  even  to  be  teachers  of  it — that 
such  men  should  form  and  promulge  such  a  scheme  of  moral  life  and 
action  as  this  theory  of  sin  by  itch  and  salvation  by  sulphu r;  that  there 
could  be  men  willing  to  commute  the  glorious  religion  of  Jesus  into 
such  a  disgusting  conceit  as  this — was  certainly  beyond  all  our  previ- 
ous knowledge  or  imagination  of  human  capability. 

We  would  recommend  lo  Mr.  Everest,  as  a  text,  the  3d  and  4th 
verses  of  the  4th  chapter  of  2nd  Timothy,  which,  in  our  allopathic  ver- 
sion, reads  thus  :  "For  the  time  will  come  when  they  will  not  endure 
sound  doctrine:  but  after  I  heir  own  lusts  shall  they  keep  to  themselves 
teachers  having  itching  ears:  and  they  shall  turn  away  their  ears  from 
the  truth,  and  shall  be  turned  into  fables." 

Though  we  can  charitably  believe  that  Rev.  Mr.  Everest  may  be  fool 
enough  to  place  some  degree  of  faith  in  his  own  theory,  we  are  far 
from  believing  such  to  be  the  case  with  many  of  the  homoeopathic 
practitioners  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  medical  education,  and 
have  in  former  times  given  evidence  of  the  possession  of  at  least  ordi- 
nary intelligence.  We  may  pity  the  teachers  with  itching  ears,  bul  we 
must  denounce  and  contemn  the  doctors  with  itching  palms.  The 
man  who  essays  to  extract  itch  from  the  soul  certainly  wants  sense, 
but  not  necessarily  benevolence  and  honesty;  but  well-informed  men, 
who  study  to  extract  unrequited  coin  from  the  pockets  of  the  ignorant 
by  such  pseudo-medical  thimble-ring  as  homoeopathy,  cannot  shelter 
their  knavery  behind  the  plea  of  imbecility.  They  have  their  reward. 
They  get  fees.  They  ride  in  carriages.  They  buy  houses.  Out  of  a 
shadow  they  derive  substance.  They  who  crept,  can  strut.  Who 
tapped  humbly  at  the  door  of  the  cottage,  may  thuuder  imperiously 
at  the  portal  of  the  palace.  Who  fretted  in  solitary  places  over  the 
neglect  of  merit,  may  be  astonished  at  the  gainful  notoriety  of  bold 
and  impudent  confession  of  inscience.  No  wonder  that  the  steps  of 
the  honest  well  nigh  slip  when  they  see  the  prosperity  of  the  quack, 
that  they  are  envious  of  the  foolish,  who  are  not  in  trouble  as  other 
men,  nor  plagued  like  other  men:  whose  eyes  stand  out  with  fatness  : 
who  have  more  than  heart  could  wish!  But  let  them  beware  that 
they  do  not  yield  to  the  temptation  to  go  and  do  likewise.  Under 
all  this  gratified  covetousncss  and  vanity,  amidst  all  the  gratulation 
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over  obscurity  escaped,  .and  duns  silenced,  and  tables  supplied,  and 
property  gathered,  there  must  be  a  consciousness  of  degradation  out- 
lasting even  the  conscience  of  sin:  vanity  stung  by  the  contempt  of  the 
wise  rather  than  gratified  by  the  homage  of  the  foolish:  a  sense  of 
loss  of  caste  not  compensated  by  the  finding  of  money.  Even  after 
the  homoeopath  of  this  class  has  succeeded  in  the  imperative  task  of 
justifying  his  conduct  to  himself;  after  he  has  managed  so  far  to  turn 
his  brain  Upside  down  as  to  empty  it  of  the  elementary  knowledge  of 
his  profession,  and  of  the  expensive  moral  precepts  which  sometimes 
entangle  the  opinions  of  the  doctor,  long  after  they  have  died  out  of 
the  heart  of  the  man;  after  he  has  stultified  himself  by  daily  stultifi- 
cation of  others,  until  a  comfortable  equilibrium  of  folly  is  established 
between  him  and  his  victims  ;  after  all,  the  vanity  which  has  grown 
exuberantly  in  all  this  ruin,  preserves  in  the  man  a  sensibility  which 
twinges  terribly  under  contempt,  and  renders  the  soul  susceptible  to 
pain  long  after  it  has  lost  the  capacity  of  healthy  reaction  and  reform. 
******** 

Of  Dr.  Henderson's  reply  to  Dr.  Simpson  we  have  little  more  to 
say  than  that  it  is  no  reply  at  all.  It  is  a  poor  attempt  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  public  from  the  real  questions  at  issue.  A  large  part 
of  it  is  taken  up  with  the  biography  and  laudation  of  Hahnemann;  a 
considerable  part  more  in  sneers  and  slurs  at  medicine  under  the  nick- 
name of  allopathy,  and  as  little  as  possible  upon  homoeopathy  itself. 
No  one  from  reading  the  title  could  guess  the  character  of  the  book. 
It  is  a  perfect  "lucus  a  non  lucendo" — a  title  which  informs  us  what 
the  book  is  not.  It  is  worthy  of  about  as  much  consideration  as  is 
commonly  given  to  the  response  of  the  convicted  criminal  to  the  rath- 
er impertinent  inquiry  of  the  judge  as  to  his  objections  to  be  hanged. 
Of  course  he  has  objections,  but  they  are  not  to  be  supposed  to  be 
reasons,  nor  are  they  expected  to  work  change  in  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  or  the  purpose  of  the  judge.  They  may  be  some  relief  to  the 
culprit,  and  some  comfort  to  his  friends.  The  last  words  of  Dr.  Hen- 
derson have  given  vent  to  some  bitterness,  and  may  in  some  way  con- 
vey, though  we  do  not  perceive  how,  a  cordial  to  his  friends.  The 
quantum,  if  so,  is  certainly  homoeopathic. 
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[From  the  Virginia  Medical  aud  Surgical  Journal.] 

THE  CAUSE  OF  CHOLERA. 

The  epidemic  cholera,  that  mysterious  aud  awful  scourge,  has,  for 
the  third  time,  passed  over  our  country,  and  is  about  to  leave  us  just 
as  ignorant  of  the  causes  which  originate,  the  laws  which  control,  or 
the  remedies  which  cure  it,  as  we  were  when  first  we  beheld  its  ungov- 
ernable ravages  in  1832. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Richmond  during  this  visitation  has  been 
much  fewer  than  either  in  1832  or  1849,  and  those  confined  almost 
entirely  to  the  imprudent  and  drunken  negro  hireling,  or  to  the  equally 
careless  and  dissipated  emigrant,  The  cholera  is,  indeed,  the  great 
scavenger  of  our  race;  for,  with  few  exceptions,  it  passes  harmlessly  by 
the  sober  and  useful  member  of  the  community,  probably  giving  him 
a  slight  caution  to  remind  him  of  his  dangerous  neighbor,  and  pounces 
down  with  fierce  malignity  on  the  intemperate,  the  vicious,  or  the  filthy. 

That  there  is  an  epidemic  cause  of  cholera  is  not  to  be  doubted,  for 
the  Stethoscope,  in  its  August  number,  has  proved  that  point  mathe- 
matically. This  second  Mr.  Gradgrind  knocks  the  wind  out  of  certain 
unfortunate  disputants  in  this  city  who  have  doubted  the  existence  of 
an  epidemic,  in  this  most  masterly  and  elegant  manner:  "  For  these 
grannies  in  petticoats  we  feel  some  pity,  but  towards  those  in  breeches 
we  feel  disgust  and  contempt."* 

"  Sir,"  says  Mr.  Gradgrind,  "  we  want  nothing  but  Facts.  Stick 
to  Fads."  Here  they  are,  sir.  "  It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  state  here, 
that  without  the  epidemic  cause  of  Asiatic  cholera,  no  case  of 
Asiatic  cholera  can  occur."f  There  is  a  Fad,  and  a  stubborn  one. 
If  that  is  not  enough  for  you,  we'll  prove  it  algebraically.  "  Expo- 
sure and  imprudence  alone  cannot  produce  it.  They  may,  and  al- 
ways have,  produced  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  cholera  morbus,  but 
they  do  not  produce  Asiatic  cholera,  unless  the  cause  of  Asiatic 
cholera  be  superadded.    For  example: 

"Ax  I  =  D.  but  A  +  I  +  X  =  C.  The  unknown  quantity  X 
is  a  necessary  element  iu  the  last  equation."! 

The  next  step  is,  to  find  the  value  of  X,  or  in  other  words,  to  as- 
certain the  cause  of  cholera — a  problem  which  even  the  Stethoscope 
dreads  to  venture  upon.  But  ah!  'tis  done,  and  William  John  Tho- 
mas, Esquire,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  Kirkdalc,  is  the  man  who  has  solved  the 
enigma.    Hear  ye  him.    He  makes  light  of  the  whole  matter,  for 


•  Vide  Stethoscope,  August  No.,  p.  17s. 


t  Stethoscope,  August  No.,  p.  478. 
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'"  t  he  principle  of  life  is  Light."*  Yea,  more  than  this,  the  prin- 
ciple of  death  is  Light,  for  "  the  minimum  of  organic  intensity  is  at- 
tained under  the  least  refrangible — the  red  ray — and  death  is  the  re- 
sult." Therefore,  "the  predominance  of  the  least  refrangible  rays  of 
lighl  is  fatal  to  organic  vitality." 

Our  reader  is  beginning  to  see  through  the  darkness  which  has 
shrouded  this  question.  We  are  glad  of  it;  it  is  a  difficult  question. 
Willia  m  .loh  n  Thomas,  Esquire,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  however,  makes  it  still 
plainer.  "The  least  refrangible"  [or  death-sending]  "rays  are  epi- 
polarized,  but  the  invisible  actinic  and  violet,  blue  and  indigo''  [or 
health-giving]  "rays  are  peripolarized."  That  being  the  case,  it  is 
perfectly  apparent  that  "  the  same  cause  which  relaxes  the  magnetic 
vinculum,  which  binds  in  one  harmonious  unity  the  chromadic  triadism 
of  normal  light,  at  the  same  time  alters  the  polarity  of  the  constitu- 
ents of  Kght/'f 

Who  can  help  admiring  the  unctuosity,  luminosity,  and  "  harmoni- 
ous unity  "of  that  proposition?  Every  one  can  understand  it  now. 
"The  cause  is  the  repelling  power  of  the  negative  electricity  of  the 
earth  evolved  in  abnormal  abundance  by  a  mathematical  alteration  in 
the  curves  of  the  great  polar  elements  circulating  in  the  earth." 

It  having  been  proved,  mathematically,  that  cholera  has  a  cause, 
it  is  now  shown  that  this  cause  is  "  a  mathematical  alteration  in  the 
curves  of  the  great  polar  elements;"  and  still  further,  "the  cause  of 
the  alteration  from  the  normal  circle  to  the  ellipsis,  the  parabola,  and 
hyperbola,  in  the  dynamism  of  the  magnetic  elements  traversing  the 
globe,  is  the  same  which  operates  in  effecting  the  variations  in  the  pre- 
sumed status  of  the  iso-clinal  and  iso-dynamic  lines,  the  internal  pres- 
sure of  the  non-polarized  light  in  the  structure  of  the  globe." 

Finally.  "The  cause  of  the  internal  abnormal  pressure  of  non-po- 
larized light  in  the  structure  of  the  globe  may  be  traced  to  the  secu- 
lar and  periodical  Helionphotic  obscurations;  and,  therefore,  the  cause 
of  the  Asiatic  cholera,  which  has  traversed  the  globe,  is  of  cosmical 
origin  and  universal  parentage." 

It  cannot  be  possible,  after  this,  to  have  any  further  doubts  as  to  the 
true  cause  of  cholera.  If  any  one  should  still  not  underst  and  the  subject, 
after  the  luminous  explanations  of  William.  John  Thomas,  M.  R.  C. 
S.,  he  must  be  laboring  under  a  "  Helionphotic  obscuration,"  which 
not  even  "the  chromatic  triadism  of  normal  light  can  dispel." 


*  London  Lancet,  July  No.,  p.  45. 


t  London  Lancet,  July  No.,  p.  4ti. 
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TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

This  Journal  will  he  delivered  free  of  postage  to  the  Students  at 
the  several  Medical  Colleges,  during  the  session  of  Lectures,  viz., 
from  October,  1854,  to  March,  1855,  on  the  payment  of  one  dollar  in 
advance,  which  may  be  remitted  by  mail,  or  otherwise. 

A  SCREW  LOOSE  AT  BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

The  paper  by  Dr.  Stone,  to  which  appropriate  reference  is  made  in 
another  part  of  this  Journal,  has  led  to  the  offer  of  his  resignation  to 
the  Medical  Board.  Its  acceptance  was  strangely  refused,  for  the 
present,  but  we  cannot  believe  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
recently  been  added  to  the  staff  of  that  Hospital,  will  consent  longer 
to  associate  with  a  man  self-convicted  of  incompetency,  and  treacher- 
ously seeking,  through  a  public  journal,  to  degrade  his  colleagues  to  a 
level  with  himself.  We  have  long  since  detected  and  exposed  his  ig- 
norance and  incapacity,  while  he  was  acting  as  one  of  the  visiting 
surgeons,  and  we  had  experience  of  his  traitorous  propensities,  which 
we  suitably  relinked  at  the  time,  by  indignities  which  he  will  not  soou 
forget.    He  has  now  written  his  own  epitaph  of  stultification. 

SIMABRA  CEDRON. 

Our  confrere,  Dr.  Purple,  in  the  last  number  of  his  Journal,  has  a 
paper  on  the  remedial  properties  of  this  article,  and  its  employment 
in  intermittent  fevers  as  a  substitute  for  quinine.  In  this  article  we 
are  told  that  cases  of  intermittent  fever  have  lately  originated  in  New 
York  city,  in  certain  sections  adjacent  to  the  main  sewers.  This  may 
be  correct,  but  it  is  a  little  remarkable  that  nearly  all  the  cases  he 
relates  in  illustration  are  distinctly  ascribed  to  a  sojourn  in  New  Jer- 
sey, Staten  Island,  Long  Island,  Westchester  Co.,  &C.  This  accords 
with  the  general  experience,  and  we  have  seen  scores  of  eases  this 
Fall  in  persons  who  I  avr  just  returned  from  the  country,  having  been 
in  malarious  districts.  We  have  found  no  rase  to  which  the  usual 
anti-periodics  were  not  adequate,  but  cannot  doubt,  from  the  sensible 
and  chemical  characters  of  the  Cedroti,  that,  in  common  with  all  the 
vegetable  hitters,  it  possesses  the  virtues  ascribed  to  it,  while  its  cheap- 
ness ami  the  plentiful  supply  to  lie  obtained  at  Panama,  may  hereafter 
render  it  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Materia  Med  ea.  Dr.  P.  deserves 
much  credit  for  his  investigations,  and  the  paper  he  has  elabor- 
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ated  on  the  subject,  which  has  been  since  published  in  pamphlet  form. 
We  see  not  why  he  is  not  entitled  to  the  premium  offered  by  the 
French  Academy  for  the  best  substitute  for  Quinine. 

DEGENERACY  OF  MEDICAL  JOURNALISM. 

Among  the  evils  incident  to  the  multiplication  of  medical  journals, 
and  their  issue  as  organs  of  certain  schools,  cliques,  and  parties,  there 
must  have  been  apparent  a  sad  falling  off  in  the  character  and  tone 
of  their  contents.  Of  late  we  have  observed  signs  of  intellectual 
imbecility  in  several  of  the  journals,  by  the  insertion  of  uamby  pamby 
art'cles,  of  which  a  tyro  ought  to  be  ashamed  ;  many  of  them  mere 
compilations  of  materials  much  better  expressed  in  the  books,  and  on 
common-place  subjects  too.  Witness  the  clinical  lectures  on  the  skin, 
and  the  Paris  letters  from  New  York,  found  in  the  N.  Y.  Medical 
Times, — the  cure  of  "nervous  fever"  by  Epsom  sa/ts,  in  the  American 
Medical  Monthly, — and  the  silly  reports  of  post  mortems  in  the  N.Y. 
Journal.  They  serve  no  other  purpose  than  to  supply  the  paucity  of 
matter,  aud  to  give  the  writers  the  notoriety  o  ip  lending  their  names, 
when  neither  n  >velty  nor  merit  entitle  them  to  ,.ee.  It  is  full  time 
that  the  conductors  of  the  medical  press  should  raise  the  standard  of 
their  journals,  if  our  medical  literature  is  ever  to  amount  to  anything 
worthy  of  the  profession.  Articles  to  prove  that  the  public  health  is 
iu  danger  from  the  extens  ve  culinary  use  of  salseratus,  common  salt, 
&c;  or  to  create  a  panic  about  the  dangers  of  lead  po  soiling  in  Cro- 
ton  water,  &c;  or  to  teach  the  people  that  the  use  of  rain  water  is 
a  preventive  of  cholera,  and  the  like,  should  never  deform  the  pages 
of  a  medical  periodical.  If  men  will  write  themselves  down  asses,  let 
it  be  done  through  some  other  channel. 

CHOLERA  AND  YELLOW  FEVER. 

These  forms  of  pestilence  still  linger  in  various  parts  of  our  country, 
and  will  only  disappear  on  the  appearance  of  the  first  frost,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  law  of  atmospheric  epidemics,  universal  in  this  hem- 
isphere. And  yet  the  old  fogies  in  and  out  of  the  profession  will  prate 
till  then  of  that  bug-bear  of  barbarism,  Contagion,  and  ply  the  same 
ancient  arguments  and  proofs  which  would  prove  the  Fever  and  Ague 
also  contagious. 

Columbia,  Pa.,  has  suffered  well  nigh  to  ruin  by  Cholera,  while 
Savannah,  Geo.,  has  been  nearly  depopulated  by  Yellow  Fever.  Our 
profession  has  lost  many  valuable  men,  especially  by  .the  latter  epi- 
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demie,  and  among  these  we  regret  to  see  the  name  of  Dr.  Wildraan, 
of  Savannah.  We  trust  that  he  was  not  victimized,  by  confiding  in 
the  Mur.  Tine.  Ferri  as  a  reliable  remedy,  an  error  into  which  he  had 
recently  been  betrayed  by  mistaking  post  hoc  for  propter  hoc  in  cer- 
tain recoveries  he  witnessed. 

OPENING  OF  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

There  are  now  four  Medical  Colleges  in  Philadelphia,  all  of  which 
commence  their  regular  sessions  on  the  9th  of  October. 

The  three  Medical  Colleges  in  New  York  open  their  sessions  as 
announced,  on  the  16th,  18th,  and  19th  of  October. 

It  may  be  a  master  stroke  of  policy  for  the  Colleges  here  to  open 
a  week  or  ten  days  later  than  at  Philadelphia,  but  we  confess  our  in- 
ability to  comprehend  it;  except  that  in  medical  matters  New  York 
is  still  true  to  her  instincts,  by  being  behind  Philadelphia  in  every- 
thing, a  characteristic  which  the  present  race  of  medical  teachers 
seem  resolved  to  perpetuate.  They  cannot  even  harmonize  by  com- 
mencing on  any  given  day, .as  all  the  Colleges  in  Philadelphia  wisely 
do,  but  must  open  on  different  days,  to  show  their  independence,  we 
suppose.    This  is  medical  diplomacy  forsooth. 

PROFESSIONAL  IGNORANCE. 

Dr.  Knapp,  of  Cincinnati,  has  a  paper  in  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of 
Medicine,  on  Cancer  and  its  treatment  by  pressure;  in  which  he  as- 
serts that  "no  mention  is  made  of  this  mode  of  treatment  in  Cooper's 
Surgical  Dictionary,"  which  we  happen  to  know  is  a  mistake,  for  in 
editing  that  "great  work"  in  1830,  we  inf?rted,  in  a  note,  a  distinct 
and  specific  mention  of  pressure  being  then  in  use,  and  referred  to  the 
published  paper  of  Dr.  Ezra  Gillingham,  of  Baltimore,  on  the  subject, 
and  cited  his  experience  in  the  case  of  his  own  mother  and  others.  If 
Dr.  K.  really  examined  "the  great  work  of  reference"  of  which  he 
speaks,  he  either  overlooked  the  Note,  or  chose  to  ignore  it.  See  pp. 
234-5  of  Harper's  edition,  published  in  1830,  which,  being  stereotyp- 
ed, is  found  in  every  subsequent  American  edition.  And  by  referring 
to  the  later  London  editions,  he  will  find  that  this  identical  Note  was 
adopted  by  Mr.  Cooper  himself,  and  incorporated  into  the  text  of 
every  edition  since  1830. 

Moreover,  in  the  Supplementary  Appendix,  which  has  accompanied 
every  American  edition  of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary  since  1840, 
under  the  article  "Cancer,''  Dr.  Knapp  would  have  found  this  whole 
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subject  of  pressure  as  a  remedy,  illustrated  by  the  experience  of  Mr. 
Young,  Sir  Charles  Bell,  M.  Recamier,  aud  Mr.  Cooper  himself,  who 
proved  it  worthless,  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital.  This  reference  to 
Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary  is  singularly  unfortunate,  for  the  Cyclo- 
paedia quoted  by  Dr.  K.,  and  the  article  of  Mr.  Carswell  he  cites,  are 
made  up  of  matter  stolen  from  Cooper,  in  whose  "great  work"  this 
Dr.  K.  affirms  that  "  no  mention  is  made"  of  it.  We  advise  him  to 
stick  to  his  "Trusses,"  and  not  presume  to  enter  the  field  of  medical 
literature. 

His  criticism  upon  Dr.  Gross  is  contemptible,  else  that  gentleman 
would  find  the  materials  in  the  references  here  made,  to  annihilate  both 
his  critic  and  tlie  pressure  system  of  treating  Cancer.  The  latter  has 
been  fully  tested  in  England,  France,  Germany,  and  America,  and 
has  been  abandoned  as  mischievous  and  fatal.  And  yet  here  we  find 
it  served  up  as  something  novel,  in  an  American  Journal!  We  opine 
that  our  contemporary  has  been  sold  by  his  Western  collaborator. 

CALEDONIA  COLD  SPRINGS. 

These  Springs,  long  known  and  celebrated  under  the  name  of 
"Sweeney's,"  are  sixteen  miles  from  Chambersburg,  in  Adams  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  a  spur  of  South  Mountain,  a  branch  of  the  Allegha- 
nies.  To  the  attractions  of  pure  and  exhilarating  air,  pure  water, 
romantic  scenery  and  cold  bathing,  are  now  added  the  comforts  of  a 
new  aud  spacious  hotel,  with  unusually  large  and  airy  rooms,  a  table 
bountifully  supplied,  and  willing  attendants,  together  with  the  appli- 
ances for  exercises  in  the  day  and  amusements  in  the  evening.  The 
proprietors,  a  company  of  gentlemen  in  Chambersburg,  seem  to  be 
determined  to  spare  no  expeuse,  both  in  making  further  additions  to 
the  house  and  in  laying  out  the  grounds,  so  as  to  add  the  embellish- 
ments of  art  to  the  beauties  of  nature. 

One  of  the  many  Springs  on  the  spot  supplies  a  large  pool,  of  the 
temperature  of  50°  to  52°  Fahrenheit,  for  bathing.  The  cures  per- 
formed by  this  means,  in  many  different  diseases,  are  well  attested. 

We  look  on  the  Caledonia  Springs  with  the  more  pleasure  as  one 
of  a  series  of  s  rnilar  spots  along  the  Alleghany  ridge,  which  w.ll  fur- 
nish a  delightful  retreat  to  the  jaded  and  invalid  inhabitants  of  our 
cities  during  the  summer  months. 

The  rt  sort  to  these  Springs,  this  season,  h.  unexpectedly  great, 

consisting,  as  it  did,  of  visitors  from  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  the 
surrounding  towns  of  Chambersburg,  Gettysburg,  Hagerstown,  &c. 
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INFLUENCE  OF  MIND  ON  DISEASE. 

"  It  would  seem  as  if  the  study  of  certain  diseases  sometimes  favored 
their  real  or  imaginary  development.  Laeunuec  died  of  phthisis,  and 
Corvisart  of  disease  of  the  heart.  When  the  celebrated  Professor 
Frank  was  preparing  his  lectures  at  Pavia,  on  disease  of  the  heart,  his 
own  heart  became  so  disturbed  that  he  was  obliged  to  rest  for  awhile. 
Rumor  says  that  no  less  than  five  of  the  professors  in  one  of  the  medi- 
cal colleges  have  unjustly  suspected  their  hearts.  Medical  students, 
exhausted  by  a  winter  session,  are  apt  to  be  special  subjects  of  real  or 
imaginary  irregularity  of  the  heart.  A  young  friend  who  attended 
the  lectures  last  winter,  on  diseases  of  the  chest,  Felt  an  unusual 
knocking  of  his  heart  after  ascending  the  long  college  stairs,  and  re- 
quired several  examinations  to  satisfy  him  that  there  was  no  danger." 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  WRITERS. 

The  late  number  of  Ranking's  Abstract  contains  selections  from  the 
writings  of  the  following  American  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  viz.: 

Dr.  Sims;  Dr.  Gross;  Dr.  Carnochan;  Dr.  Bryan;  Dr.  Sargent; 
Dr.  Stewart;  Dr.  Bowditch;  Dr.  Tracy;  Dr.  Corson;  Dr.  Swett;  Dr. 
Hamilton;  Dr.  Dixon;  Dr.  Warren;  Dr.  Neill;  Dr.  Brown  Sequard, 
&c,  &c. 

British  critics  and  reviewers  begin  to  recognize  the  Medical  Liter- 
ature of  the  United  States,  and  this  often  when  its  merits  are  depre- 
ciated and  ignored  at  home. 

PHILADELPHIA  COLLEGE  OF  MEDICINE, 

We  learn  from  the  Medical  Examiner  that  Dr.  Joseph  Parrish,  our 
learned  and  worthy  confrere  of  the  N.  J.  Medical  Reporter,  has  asso- 
ciated himself  with  the  new  Faculty  who  have  recently  organized 
themselves  under  the  charter  of  the  State  held  by  this  school,  which 
they  have  purchased  from  its  former  proprietors  with  all  its  corporate 
powers  and  privileges.  So,  then,  we  are  still  to  have  a  fourth  school 
in  Philadelphia.  We  wish  the  new  Faculty  great  prosperity,  which 
we  doubt  not  they  will  deserve. 

BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SURGERY. 

The  announcement  of  this  well-known  School  of  Dentistry,  and  the 
associate  sciences,  will  be  found  elsewhere.  The  Faculty  is  a  strong 
one,  and  their  Alumni  are  everywhere  doing  them  credit.  We  wish 
them  every  success,  being  well  assured  that  they  deserve  it. 
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PHYSICAL  DIAGNOSIS. 

Those  physicians  and  students  who  wish  to  excel  in  the  rational 
employment  of  Percussion  and  Auscultation,  would  do  well  to  avail 
themselves  of  instruction  by  Dr.  Melville,  who  is  said  to  be  a  master  of 
the  art,  having  studied  in  the  best  European  schools.    See  his  card. 
Dr.  JOHN  A.  LIDELL 

Has  been  appointed  one  of  the  attending  surgeons  to  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, in  the  place  of  Dr.  Isaac  Greene,  deceased. 

PENN  MEDICAL  UNIVERSITY  OP  PHILADELPHIA. 

Under  this  title  a  pompous  pamphlet  has  appeared,  projecting  a 
progressive  system  of  medical  education  for  both  sexes,  with  a  cata- 
logue of  so-called  professors,  no  one  of  whom  can  have  a  reputatiou 
extending  across  the  Schuylkill,  and  several  of  whom  are  only  notori- 
ous for  asinine  stupidity  within  the  corporal  ion  limits.  They  send  forth- 
tables  of  the  expense  of  perpetual  family  rights,  for  the  education  of 
seven  gentlemen  or  ten  ladies  always,  at  any  one  time,  for  the  moder- 
ate sum  of  $5000  for  each  sex.  The  whole  affair  is  a  stupendous 
humbug,  and  if  it  survive  the  issue  of  this  pamphlet,  it  will  prove  that 
"  all  the  fools  are  not  dead  yet,"  or  that  "fools  and  their  money  are 
soon  parted." 

flltsfcllancous  Sterns. 

Our  neighbor,  Dr.  Bulkley,  of  the  Medical  Times,  repeats  for  the 
nineteenth  time  the  announcement  that  Dr.  John  G.  Adiimshas  "just 
arrived  from  Paris,"  and  that  his  own  position  as  locum  teuens  will  be 
changed  to  that  of  joiut  editor  and  proprietor  with  the  "  ancien  edi- 
teur;"  and  the  journal  will  henceforth  be  issued  under  the  tirin  of  Drs. 
Adams  &  Bulkley !  We  suppose  the  clinical  lectures  of  the  latter  on  the 
skin,  which  for  their  novelty  and  merit  are  so  prodigiously  attractive, 
will  be  greatly  improved  by  the  firm,  now  that  the  Parisian  element 
is  on  hand,  "  as  well  as  can  be  expected,"  after  a  protracted  attack 
of  Green-phobia,  which  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal.  Our  neighbor 
of  the  Scalpel  claims  the  merit  of  the  cure. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  LL.D.,  has  recently  been 
conferred  upon  several  members  of  our  profession,  by  different  Col- 
leges.   Among  them  we  observe  the  following,  viz.: 

Dr.  James  Jackson,  of  Boston. 

Dr.  John  W.  Draper,  of  New  York. 

Dr.  R.  D.  Mcssey,  of  Cincinnati. 
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The  "Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine"  has  been  "  redeemed,  re- 
generated, and  disenthralled"  by  a  radical  reorganization.  The  new 
Faculty  will  soon  overcome  the  prejudices  created  by  the  antecedents 
of  this  school,  and  place  it  on  higher  ground  than  it  has  ever  occupied. 

Peritoneal  Dropsy  has  recently  been  successfully  treated  by  the 
introduction  of  a  tube  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  after  repeated  para- 
centeses had  been  necessary,  by  Dr.  Henry  A.  Hartt,  of  this  city. 
The  tube  was  allowed  to  project  an  inch  within  the  abdomen,  and 
being  opeu,  allowed  the  ingress  of  air.  A  full  report  of  the  case  is 
in  preparation  for  the  N.  Y.  Journal. 

New  York  Surgery  at  a  Discount.— A  correspondent  relates  a 
case  in  which  a  man,  being  stabbed  in  the  shoulder  in  a  fray,  was  vic- 
timized by  mal-practice,  until  a  tumor  was  formed  of  large  size,  the 
nature  of  which  seems  not  to  have  been  suspected  for  several  weeks, 
until  a  Dispensary  Surgeon  explored  it  with  a  grooved  needle,  and 
finding  blood,  diagnosticated  aneurism.  Subsequently  the  patient  was 
taken  to  the  surgical  clinique  at  the  University  School,  where  the  tumor 
was  pronounced  to  be  abscess,  and  a  lancet  incontinently  thrust  into 
it,  when  the  terrific  hemorrhage  alarmed  the  surgeon,  and  the  patient 
was  sent  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  after  temporary  bandaging.  Here, 
after  several  days  of  delay,  the  axillary  artery  was  tied,  but  the  hem- 
orrhage continuing,  a  consultation  decided  that  the  subclavian  artery 
must  be  tied,  which,  after  some  one  and  a  half  hours  of  fumbling  by 
half  a  dozen  surgeons,  was  accomplished.  We  need  scarcely  add  that 
the  patient  died,  and  a  Coroner's  jury  ascribe  death  to  the  bleeding 
after  the  operation  in  the  hospital,  which  of  course  exonerates  the 
stabber,  and  holds  the  surgeons. 

The  Latest  Joke  of  the  Season. — The  Janitor  of  the  N.  Y. 
University  Medical  School  in  Fourteenth  Street  has  already  opened 
the  clap-trap  by  which  the  Faculty  is  characterized,  by  advertising  in 
the  small  papers,  "Boarding  wanted  for  several  hundred!!  single 
gentlemen  for  the  winter!"  As  it  is  well  known  that  "several"  years 
have  elapsed  since  that  school  had  two  hundred  "boarders"  in  its 
class;  and  that  it  never  had  '  several  hundreds;"  and  that  it  will  not 
have  one  hundred  tl  coming  winter — even  by  "rolling  two  single 
gentlemen  into  one;'  this  stale  flourish  excites  a  broad  grin  among 
the  knowing  ones.  Look  out  for  the  usual  announcement  in  the  Her- 
ald on  the  eve  of  the  introductory  lectures,  that  the  University  has  a 
class  of  400!  already  in  attendance.    Vive  la  bagatelle! 
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It  is  rumored  that  one  of  the  subs,  Dr.  ,  is  to  be  the  locum 

tenens  for  Professor  Swett,  whose  death  we  record,  having  been  pro- 
mised that,  ou  a  vacancy  occurring,  his  ambition  to  be  promoted  to  a 
professorship  may  be  gratified.  It  will  be  an  empty  title,  however,  for 
it  will  not  pay;  and  an  expensive  luxury  moreover,  for  he  must  pay 
for  the  privilege  of  lecturing  to  a  "beggarly  account  of  empty 
benches,"  unless  all  the  quacks  in  New  York  who  boast  a  University 
diploma  would  attend  for  the  nonce. 

Professor  Trousseau  recommends  the  extract  of  belladonna,  in  doses 
of  one-fifth  of  a  grain,  three  times  a  day,  as  a  remedy  par  excellence 
for  habitual  constipation.  With  great  deference  to  this  distinguished 
savan  of  France,  we  would  suggest  that  his  remedy  will  be  far  more  suc- 
cessful if  he  will  add  thereto  3  grs.  of  P.  Rhei  and  1  gr.  of  P.  Ipecac; 
these  being  the  constituents  of  Professor  Chapman's  "Peristaltic  per- 
suaders."   The  latter  will  succeed  when  the  Belladonna  fails 

Professor  Simpson  propounds  the  theory  that  Phlebitis  is  conta- 
gious, and,  like  epidemic  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever,  may  be  com- 
municated by  the  hands  or  instruments  of  the  operator.  Hospital 
gangrene  he  would  place  in  the  same  category.  If  this  theory  be 
true,  a  new  corps  of  surgeons  should  be  enlisted  for  the  New  York 
Hospital  at  this  present  writing,  for  those  on  duty  are  making  sad 
havoc  by  spreading  the  poison,  if  the  reported  fatality  by  the  latter 
disease  be  correctly  stated. 

In  Chlorosis,  the  salts  of  manganese  are  now  very  generally  substi- 
tuted for  those  of  iron,  in  Germany,  and  the  testimony  is  very  strong 
in  their  favor,  as  appears  by  the  Foreign  journals. 

Hydraxcea  Arborescexs. — Dr.  Butler,  of  the  N.  J.  Reporter,  in- 
troduced this  root  to  the  profession  a  few  years  since  as  a  remedy  for 
Lithiasis  and  kindred  maladies,  citing  his  own  experience  and  that  of 
his  father  in  its  favor.  In  his  last  number,  Dr.  Washington  L.  Atlee,  of 
Philadelphia,  contributes  an  article  relating  cases  and  cures  which  as- 
cribe to  this  remedy  extraordinary  efficacy 

Glycerole  is  the  name  by  which  the  various  combinations  with  Gly- 
cerine are  designated,  and  this  agent  is  now  extensively  employed  in 
cutaneous  diseases. 

Professor  Joseph  Parrish,  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine, 
is  contributing  a  series  of  articles  to  the  N.  J.  Reporter  on  "The 
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Change  of  Life  in  Women,  with  Remarks  on  the  Periods  of  Life  usu- 
ally called  Critical."  These  papers  are  eminently  practical  and  use- 
ful. The  author  would  do  a  public  service  by  republishing  the  whole 
series  in  a  pamphlet  for  general  circulation. 

Periostitis.— Dr.  Bashan,  a  British  expert,  suggests  that  in 
chronic  periosteal  rheumatism  a  distinction  must  be  made  between 
those  cases  arising  from  syphilis  and  those  dependent  on  mercury,  as 
when  the  patient  has  been  previously  salivated.  In  the  latter  class 
only  the  iodide  of  potassium  will  be  curative,  while  the  former  will  re- 
quire the  mild  mercurial  course. 

Dr.  Murphy,  in  the  Loudon  Lancet,  advises  torsion,  or  dry  cupping- 
over  the  spine,  for  the  cure  of  headache  of  congestive,  neuralgic  or 
hysterical  character.  The  back  is  to  be  greased  with  spermaceti  oint- 
ment, when  the  cupping  glass  is  to  be  applied  to  any  given  point  and 
moved  along  over  the  anointed  surface.  It  will  be  found  to  act 
powerfully  and  efficiently. 

In  obstinate  neuralgic  complaints,  Dr.  Wilkinson,  of  London,  highly 
commends  the  solution  of  2  grs.  of  strychnia  in  an  ounce  of  phosphoric 
acid,  in  doses  of  5  to  20  drops  three  times  a  day. 

The  perchloride  of  iron,  injected  into  varicose  veins,  is  now  very 
generally  employed  with  success.  It  produces  coagulation  and  speedy 
cure. 

B£g~  We  have  been  compelled  to  postpone  the  notice  of  "  New 
Publications,"  and  several  other  articles  in  type. 


US-POSTSCRIPT. 


B@="  This  number  goes  to  press  before  the  vacancy  in  the  Faculty 
of  the  New  York  University  has  been  filled.  We  learn  that  Dr.  John 
W.  Francis,  of  this  city,  and  Dr.  S.  H.  Dickson,  of  Charleston,  S.  C, 
are  the  prominent  candidates,  either  of  whom  would  be  a  popular  se- 
lection. One  of  the  subs  has  announced  that  he  has  written  a  Course 
of  Lectures  in  anticipation  of  the  death  of  Dr.  S.  and  his  own  appoint- 
ment as  successor,  but  it  is  no  go,  for  the  class  of  Dr.  Aylett,  and  the 
students  already  assembled,  protest,  and  will  make  a  stampede  for 
Philadelphia  if  the  sub  should  be  smuggled  in.    Nous  verrons. 
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THE  NEW-YORK 


DEATH  OF  PROFESSOR  SWETT. 

The  medical  department  of  the  N.  Y.  University  has  sustained  a  heavy  loss  by 
the  death  of  Dr.  John  A.  Swett,  Professor  of  Practice  in  that  school.  Occurring 
on  the  eve  of  the  session  of  lectures  for  the  winter,  as  it  does,  the  calamity  will 
be  more  deeply  felt. 

Dr.  S.  was  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  N.  Y.  Hospital,  and  esteemed  as  the  ablest 
member  of  the  corps.  He  was  a  learned  and  estimable  physician,  and  an  excel- 
lent man  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  His  loss  is  deeply  deplored  by  the  whole 
profession.  His  funeral  was  largely  attended  by  his  brethren,  including  the  N. 
Y.  Academy  and  Hospital  Staff,  both  of  whom  have  made  public  expression  of 
their  loss. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  MACNEVEN. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Medical  Board  of  the  State  Emigrant  Refuge  Hos- 
pital, held  in  June,  present  Drs.  Cox,  Caunochan,  Emmet,  Ford,  Habel,  and 
Schilling,  the  following  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  late  Dr.  Macneven  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  this  Board  has  learned,  with  sincere  sorrow,  that  since  the  last  meet- 
ing, their  colleague.  WILLIAM  H.  MACNEVEN,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  Physicians 
of  this  Hospital,  has  been  removed  from  among  them  by  death,  in  the  prime  of 
life  and  in  the  midst  of  eminent  usefulness;  therefore 

Resolved.  That  this  Board  has  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the  demise  of  Dr.  .Mac- 
neven, who,  by  his  professional  acquirements,  was  an  able  and  valuable  counsel- 
lor, and  by  his  uniformly  kind  and  gentlemanly  bearing  had  won  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  his  colleagues. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  sympathizes  most  deeply  with  his  afflicted  mother 
and  family  in  their  melancholy  bereavement. 

Resolved.  That  the  President  and  Secretary  of  this  Board  sign  and  send  to  his 
family  a  copy  of  these  resolutions. 

Signed,  HY.  G.  COX,  M.  D.,  President. 

T.  ADDIS  EMMET,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
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COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS* 
SURGEONS,  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. — The 
regular  Course  of  Lectures  for  tlie  session  of  1854 
'55.  commences  on  Monday.  October  19. 1854,  ami 
will  continue  fire  months  A  Preliminary  Course, 
free  to  all  Students,  will  as  usual  be  delivered, 
commencing  early  in  September. 

Fees  for  (KeBegutar  Course. — Matriculation.  $5; 
full  Course  of  all  tile  Lectures,  $105;  Graduation. 
$••5. 

FACULTY. 

Alexander  H.  Stevkxs.  M.  D..  LL.D.,  President 
and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Joseph  M  Smith.  M.  P  ,  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  Torrey.  M.  D..  LL.D..  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry and  Botany. 

Robert  Waits,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Willard  Parker,  M.  D  .  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Chandler  R.  Oilman,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ob- 
stetrics. 

Alo.vzo  Clark.  M.  [>..  Professor  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology. 

Elisha  Bartlett.  M.  P..  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica. 

John  A.  I.idell.  M.  D..  Demonstrator  of  Anat 
omy. 

Lmvis  A.  Sayrk.  M.  D.,  Prosector  of  Surgery. 
Geo.  T.  Elliot,  If.  P..  Assistant  to  the  Proles 
sor  of  Obstetrics 


PHILADELPHIA  COLLEGE 
OF  MEDICINE  Fifth  Street,  be- 
low Walnut,  Philadelphia. 

CORPORATORS. — Hon.  Ellis  Lewis,  M.  D., 
LL.D.,  President;  Hon.  Geo  W.  Woodward. 
LL.D.;  Robert  Morris.  Esq.;  John  C.  Bullitt, 
Esq.;  Colso.v  Hieskell,  Esq.;  William  H.  Allen, 
M.  D. ;  Job  R.  Tyson,  LL.D.,  .Secretary;  and  the 
Faculty . 

FACULTY. 

George  Hewston,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
B.  Howard  Rand,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry. 

Henry  Hartshorne,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  In- 
stitutes of  Medicine. 

Isaac  A  Pennypacker,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

James  I.  Tyson.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  GeneraOTherapeutics. 

Joseph  Parhish.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Edwin  M.  Tii.den,  M.  D. ,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  are  given  annu- 
ally.   Degrees  are  conferred  in  March  and  July. 

The  Faculty  take  a  personal  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  each  Student. 

Examinations  are  held  daily  in  each  branch. 

The  Courses  are  in  the  highest  degree  thorough 
and  practical. 

Particular  attention  is  given  to  Clinical  ta- 


in consequence  of  the  continued  ill  health  obstruction,  both  at  the  Public  Institutions  of  the 
Professor  Bartlett.  the  Faculty  have  made  the'City  and  in  the  Dispensary  attached  to  the  Col- 
following  arrangements  for  the  session  of  1854-'5:  lege.     S£S"  Advanced  Students  are  furnished 
Professor  Smith  will  deliver  the  Course  on  Ma-!»'ith  cases  in  Medicine.  Surgery,  and  Midwifery, 


teria  Medica. 

Professor  Clark  that  on  Practice  of  Medicine, 
resigning  the  Course  on  Physiology  to  Professor 
John  C.  Paltos, of  Buffalo  University. 

James  Knox,  Janitor,  resides  in  the  College 
No.  67  Crosby  Street,  and  will  aid  Students  in 
obtaining  board,  &c. 


BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF 
DENTAL  SURGERY. — The  Fifteenth  Annu- 
al Session  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, and  close  on  the  1st  of  March. 

The  month  of  October  will  be  devoted  to  Prac- 
tical instruction  in  the  Infirmary  and  Dissecting 
Rooms,  for  which  no  extra  charge  will  be  made. 

The  Faculty  have  just  completed  an  extensive 
enlargement  of  the  ir  Building  (corner  of  Lombard 
and  Hamilton  Streets.)  and  can  now  olfer  to  the 
Student  every  possible  facility  for  the  acquire 
inent  of  an  accurate  knowledge,  both  practical 
and  scientific,  of  the  whole  Art  of  Industry. 

Chapin  A.  Harris.  A.  M..  M..  D.,  Professor  of 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery. 

Thomas  K.  Bond.  Jr..  A.  M  ,  M.  D..  Professor  of 
Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 

Washington  R.  Handt.  M.  I)..  Professor  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

ALFRED  A.  Biandy,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Dental 
Practice. 

Pinup  II.  Austen. A.M. .M  P..  Pental  Mechanist 

REGINALD  N.  Wright,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on 
Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 

Tickets  for  the  Course.  $110.  Dissecting  Ticket 
(■optional.)  $1(1.  Diploma  Fee,  $30.  Matricula- 
tion Fee.  $5. 

Rooms  and  board  may  be  obtained  at  from  $3 
to  $4  per  week. 

For  further  particulars,  address 

P.  H.  AUSTEN.  Pean. 

76  Sharp-si.,  Baltimore. 


to  be  attended  personally.  A  Pharmaceutical 
Pepartnient  is  attached  to  the  Institute  for  their 
use. 

Fees. — For  Matriculation  Fee,  paid  onlv  once, 
55  00.  For  a  Full  Course,  $S4  00.  For  a  Per- 
petual Ticket,  S150  00.  For  a  Third  Course  to 
those  who  have  attended  two  full  course-  in  other 
Colleges,  including  Graduation  Fee,  $50  00.  For 
a  Beneficiary  Ticket.  $20  00.  For  Graduation, 
vhich  must  be  deposited  with  the  Thesis,  anil 
(rill  be  returned  in  case  of  rejection,  $30  00.  For 
'radical  Anatomy,  $10  00  For  Anatomical 
Recapitulations,  $5  00. 

ftg- Gentlemen  interested  are  invited  to  visit 
the  Institution  at  all  times. 
For  further  information,  address 

B.  HOWARD  RAND,  M.  I).,  Dean. 


LECTURES     ON  OPHTHAL- 
MIC SURGERY  The  Subscriber 

will  deliver  his  Fourth  Course  of  Lectures  on  the 
above  subject,  during  the  winter  of  1854-5.  at 
lheN.  Y.  OPHTHALMIC  HOSPITAL,  in  Stuyve- 
saut  Street. 

The  Lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  a  splendid 
collection  of  Models,  Paintings.  Fngravings,  and 
Dissections,  Anatomical  and  Pathological.  The 
introductory  to  which,  by  special  request  of  the 
preceding  class,  will  be  a  repetition  of  "the 
qualification*  required  to  constitute  an  accom- 
plished Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  and  the  only  means 
by  which  thev  may  be  obtained."  Clinical  In- 
struction will  also  be  given  three  times  a  week 
at  the  Hospital  by  the  Surgeons. 

The  profits  from  the  Course  will  be  appropria- 
ted to  this  noble  charity,  where  over  U000  eases 
have  been  treated  since  its  organization. 

For  further  particulars,  inquire  at  the  office  of 
of  Dr.  S.,  1«7  East  Fourteenth  St..  N.  Y. 

MARK  STEPHENSON*,  if.  P., 

Surgeon  to  \.  Y.  Opht.  Hosp'l. 
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NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

THE  NEXT  ANNUAL  COURSE 
OF  LECTURE!)  in  the  New  York 
Medical  College,  will  commence  on  Wednesday, 
18th  October,  1854. 

Horace  Green,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  Faculty 
and  Prof,  of  the  Theory  anil  Practice  of  Medicine 
Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  I).,  Professor  of  Ma 
teria  Medica  and  Therapeutics, 

B  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mid 
wifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children 

R.  Ogden  Dorkmcs,  M.  1).,  Professor  of  Chem 
istry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

J.  M.  Carnochan.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principle: 
and  operations  of  surgery  with  surgical  Pathology 
Edmund  R.  Peaslek.  M  D. ,  Professor  of  Gene 
ral.  Descriptive,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy. 

Edward  H.  Parker.  M.  D..  Professor  of  Physi 
ology  and  Pathology. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D..  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
A  Fall  Course  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  Sept 
Isador  Gluck,  M.  D-.  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
David  Uhl,  M.  D.,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence 
A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  com- 
mence on  Wednesday,  the  4th  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  Medical  Students. 

The  dissecting-rooms  will  he  opened  for  Class 
es  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a 
most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully  rep 
resenting  external  and  internal  Pathology, togeth 
er  with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  N'ew  York  olfcrs  for 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  any  other  city 
The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  N'ew  York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and 
Emigrant's  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of 
the  city.  A  Surgical,  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstet 
rical  Clinique  will  be  held  weekly  by  the  Profes 
sors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and 
subjects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished 
for  the  students. 

FEES.  Matriculation,    $5;  Demonstrator1!- 

Ticket,  $5;  the  full  Course,  $105;  for  the  final 
examination,  $30. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
N.  Y.  Medical  College,  East  13th  St.,  nr.  B'way 


CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COL 
LEGE. — There  are  two  full  Courses  of 
lectures  annually  in  Castleton  Medical  College 

The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Autumnal  Session 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
will  continue  four  months. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Obstetrics. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 
Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory 
William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

Coryolon  La  F'oro,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anato- 
my and  Physiology. 

George  Hudley,  M.  D. ,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History. 

AdrainT.  Woodward.  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

pees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation,  $16  ;  Board  from 
$2,00  to  $2.50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  M.  D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

Castleton,  Vermont,  Dec.  1,  1853. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE — 
Medical  DEPARTMENT. — Ninth,  below  Locust 
Street.  Philadelphia  Session  o/,1854-'55.  The 
Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows: 

David  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  Diseases 
of  Women  and  Children. 

Alfred  Stille.  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

John  Neill,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

J.  J.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Anatomy. 

John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.,  Medical  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Francis  G.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
John  B.  Biddle.  M.  D..  Therapeutics  and  Mate- 
ria Medica. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  Octo- 
ber 9th.  and  continue  until  the  1st  of  March  en- 
suing. A  Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic  is  held  re- 
gularly twice  a  week  at  the  College,  and  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Second  course  students 
eceive  tickets  to  the  latter  institution  free. 

Fees. — Matriculation,  (paid  once  only.)  S5  00. 
For  each  Professor's  Ticket,  $15  00.  Gradua- 
tion. $30  00.    Practical  Anatomy,  $10  00. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  open  in  the 
month  of  September. 

For  further  information  applv  to 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 
July,  1854.  No.  122  S.  Ninth  St.,  Phila. 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COL- 
LEGE . — Tht  next  Course  of  Lectures  mil 
commence  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  of  September,  1854. 

Two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  are  delivered  an- 
nually. The  Fall  Course  commences  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.  Each  Course 
continuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees  are  conferred 
at  the  close  of  each  term. 

Alden  March,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
James  McNacghton.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

James  H.  Armsby,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomv. 
Thomas  Hun,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 
Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  a  single  course,  $t!0;  for  two  courses 
paid  in  advance.  $100.  Matriculation  fee,  $5; 
Graduation  fee.  $20. 

Material  for  dissection  abundant,  and  furnish- 
ed to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  NewYork 
and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Op- 
portunities for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed 
to  be  equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the 
country.  Price  of  Board  from  $2.50  to  $3.50  per 
week.         HOWARD  TOWNSEND,  Registrar. 


PORTRAIT  OF  A.  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D. 

JJIIYSICIANS  or  others  wishing  to  pos- 
J.  sess  an  accurate  steel  engraved  likeness  of 
Dr.  Stevens,  can  be  supplied  by  applying  to  S.  S. 
&  W.  WOOD,  261  Pearl  St.;  BA1LL1ERE,  Broad- 
way; JOHN  MEAKIM,  497  Broadway;  C  ADOM- 
SON,  698  Broadway,  or  to  the  undersigned. 

A.  D.  F.  RANDOLPH,  683  Broadway. 
jggg-Price  twenty-five  cents. 


VACCINE  VIRUS— Will  be  forwarded 
by  mail  to  any  physician  who  will  enclosp 
one  dollar  to  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Medical 
Gazette,  post  paid. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSVL. 
VANIA,  Medical  Department. — Eighty 
A'inth  Sessirm  (1864-'55).  The  Lectures  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  October  9th,  and  terminatt 
in  the  middle  of  March  ensuing. 

6 SO  ROE  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 
Joseph  Leioy,  M.  D.,  Anatomy. 
Joseph  Carson.  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and 
Pharmacy. 
Rohert  E.  Rogers.  M.  I).,  Chemistry. 

William  Gibbon,  M.  D.,  Surgery. 

Hugh  I..  Hodge,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the  Pis 
eases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D. ,  Institutes  of  Medicine. 

Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  at  the  Penn 
sylvania  Hospital. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  in  Surgery 
by  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  assist 
ed  by  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D. 

The  Course  of  Dissections  will  be  conducted  by 
the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  aided  by  W.  Hunt,  M. 
D.,  Demonstrator. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University. 
$105.  Matriculating  Fee  (paid  only  once),  $5 
Hospital  Fee,  $10.  Practical  Anatomy,  $10. 
Graduating  Fee,  $30. 

JOSEPH  CARSON,  M.  D.,  Dean  of  the  Medical 
Faculty.  332  Walnut  street,  between  Twelfth  and 
Thirteenth  sts.    F.  B.  Dick.  Janitor.  University. 


■TNIVERSITYof  LOIISVILLG. 

^  Medical  Department. — The  Eighteenth  an- 
nual course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will 
commence  on  the  30th  of  October  next,  and  ter- 
minate on  the  last  of  February,  under  the  fol-; 
lowing  arrangement: 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Descrip- 
tive and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physi- 
ology and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles 
and  practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetric  Medi- 
cine. 

Lewis  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

J.  Lawrence  Smith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Austin  Flint,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  An 
atomy  and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each 
Professor,  is  $15,  ($105  in  all.)  payable  invari 
ably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library  fee 
together,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Practica1 
Anatomy  and  Dissection.  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken 
at  least  once  before  graduation.  Rooms  open 
from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  de- 
livered, without  additional  charge,  during  tin 
month  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  a' 
the  Louisville  Marine  Hospital.  Ticket  $5,  to  1»' 
taken  once  before  graduation. 

A  (Unique  has  been  established  in  connectioi 
with  the  University,  at  which  cases  are  exam 
i  ined,  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  pres 
ence  of  tho  class. 

4Eg"Good  boarding  can  be  procured  at  $3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D., 

Dean  of  the  Faculty . 

June  14th,  1854. 


UNIVERSITY  of  NASHVILLE. 
Medical  Department. — The  Fourth  Annual 
Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  Monday,  the  30th  of  October  next. 
:imd  continue  till  the  first  of  the  ensuing  March. 

Robert  If,  Porter,  M.  D.,  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindsi.kv,  M.  P.,  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

C.  K.  Winston.  M.  D..  Materia  Medica  and  Med- 
ical Jurisprudence. 

A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy. 

Thomas  R.  Jennings,  M.  I)..  Institutes  of  Med- 
icine, anil  Clinical  Medicine. 

W.  K.  Bowling.  M.  D  ,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

John  M.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

William  T.  Bkiggs.  M.  P.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  Stu- 
dents on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  to 
all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors, 
commencing  also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

AOlinique  has  been  established,  in  connection 
with  the  University,  at  which  operations  are 
performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured 
upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  accommo- 
date all  persons  requiring  surgical  operations. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University 
is  $105.  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  only.) 
$5;  Practical  Anatomy  $10;  Graduation  fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  for  $3  00  per  week. 
Further  information  can  be  obtained  by  address- 
ing the  Dean.    J.  B.  LINDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Dean. 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  March,  1854. 


THE  ORTHOPEDIC  INSTI- 
TUTION, for  the  cure  of  deformities, 
457,  459  and  461  Pacific  Street.  South  Brooklyn, 
affords  to  in-door  patients,  afflicted  exclusively 
with  bodily  deformities,  domestic  accommoda- 
tion, Orthopaedic  apparatus,  and  a  superior  and 
attentive  medical  treatment,  hardly  procurable 
at  a  private  home.  Office  hours  before  11 
o'clock.  A.  M.,  for  private  patients  only.  The 
poor  attended  gratuitously,  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
clinical  insi  ruction  » ill  be  given  i»  Medical  Stu- 
lents  who  may  favor  the  institution  with  their 
presence.  The  Profession  at  large  is  most  re- 
•  pectfully  invited  to  honor  the  Institution  with 
their  attention  and  visits. 
Physician  of  the  Institution. 

L.  BAUER.  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
(Berlin,)  formerly  Surgion  of  the  Royal  Ortho- 
pedic Institution  in  Manchester,  (J.  B.  Low.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  etc. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS.— A 
young  man  of  good  preliminary  education, 
may,  if  suitably  recommended,  obtain  a  situation 
with  a  Physician  as  private  pupil,  where  his  ser- 
ices  in  Hi.-  office  ol  his  preceptor  will  be  deemed 
in  equivalent  for  the  usual  fees.  He  will  have 
the  use  of  an  ample  library  and  apparatus,  with 
qiportunities  of  practice,  and  e\ery  facility  for 
improvement.  Apply  in  writing,  with  reference, 
to  A.  B.,  in  care  of  the  Editor  of  this  paper. 
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KADICAIi  CUBE 

TRUSW — The  peculiarity  of  this  Truss 
consists  firstly  in  the  absolute  certainty  with 
which  it  retains  its  position  over  two  separate 
transverse  portions  of  the  canal,  or  over  the 
outer  ami  inner  ring,  thus  effectually  support 
nig  'he  bowel,  and  keeping  it  absolutely  within 
the  abdomen,  by  compressing  the  sides  of  the 
canal  and  preventing  its  escape  ;  the  practical 
Surgeon  will  at  once  see  the  absolute  certainty 
with  which  tliis  is  done,  and  the  complete  im- 
mobility of  the  pad  ;  when  he  is  told  that  tin- 
pad  is  an  oval  ring,  and  that  it  lies  directly  over 
the  canal,  between  its  inner  and  outer  opening, 
the  integuments,  by  their  elasticity  rising  within 
and  without  the  internal  and  external  circumfer- 
ence of  the  pad,  and  thus  effectually  securing  it 
in  its  proper  position,  and  even  during  the  most 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  !  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retaining 
Truss;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  opening  ol 
the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  is  known  to 
every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  most  safely  pro- 
duced by  external  mechanical  pressure  is  equally 
apparentto  the  common  senseof  every  reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectly  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  has  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  of 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad 
attachod  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  ' 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  the  degree  ot 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
screw;  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressure 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  ol 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  trus.- 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba 
tion  of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  met 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par 
ker,  Carnochan,  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  ol 
this  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor 
ough  trials  in  voluminous  ami  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  seven 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct. 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 

marsh" &  CO.'S 

UNION  ORTHOPEDIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  a  1-2  Maiden  Lane,  N.  Y. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians,  Inven- 
tors and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Support 
for  Lateral  or  Incipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine, 
for  the  cure  of  Club-Feet,  Bow-Legs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities,  Elastic  Stockings  and 
Knee-Caps;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins,  kc. 

A  new  style  of  Suspensory  Bandage,  superior 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  Xew  and  Im- 
proved Light.  Elastic  Suspender  Shoulder  Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 

A  comprehensive  and  elegant  .Manual,  descrip- 
tive of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  illustra 
ted  by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 
for  its  relief,  will  be  Bent  gratis  to  Physicians  on 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


KNICKERBOCKER  LIFE  I N- 
SURANCE  COMPANV,  of  the 

City  ok  New  York,  cor.  of  Fourteenth  Street  and 
Eighth  Avenue,  over  the  Knickerbocker  Bank. 

This  Company  having  organized  under  the  Gen- 
eral Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  deposited  $100,000  with  the  Comptroller,  as  a 
security  for  the  insured,  additional  to  the  receipts 
of  the  Company,  is  prepared  to  transact  the  usual 
business  of  Life  Insurance  on  the  most  favorable 
terms  consistent  with  security  and  stability. 

1- r  hri.  s  granted  with  or  without  participation 
in  profits. 

DIRECTORS  : 


Srafltiu  Lyman, 
Joseph  W.  Savage, 
John  B.  Kitehing, 
James  S.  Gibbons, 
Garret  H.  Striker,  Jr. 
Isaac  Kip,  Jr. 
Pierre  C.  Kane. 
William  Charters. 
Mark  Cornell, 
8.  C.  Wheeler. 
I.  H.  Homer, 
B.  F.  Manierre. 
Cunimings  II.  Tucker. 
Richard  H.  Bull, 
Anthony  Thornton, 
Robert  Ayres. 
Gen.  Elijah  Ward, 
William  A.  Wheeler, 
Abel  Thompson, 
G.  R.  Howell, 
William  W.  Cornell, 
James  R.  Del  Vecchio, 

James  Stephens. 
ERASTUS  LYMAN.  President. 
STEPHEN  C.  WHEELER,  Vice  President. 
RICHARD  H.  DOUGLASS,  Secretary. 
RICHARD  H.  BULL,  Actuarv. 
DAVID  M.  REUSE.  M.  I)..  Medical  Examiner,  852 
Broadway. 


Henry  Dean. 
Isaac  Hendricks, 
Henry  Dubois. 
M.  Hopper  Mott, 
Lorain  Freeman, 
Henry  Lofmau, 
Hon.  W.  Wright, 
John  M'Chain. 
John  Denham. 
J.  W.  Howe, 
John  A.  Gun, 
W.  E.  Smith  Jr. 
William  Winslow, 
Concklin  L.  Martin, 
A.  Bridgeman, 
George  M.  Yannort, 
Henry  D.  Crane, 
Charles  O.  Richardson, 
John  S.  Meyer, 
Edward  Coles, 
Henry  B.  Bolster, 
James  M.  Chapman, 


"  ETHER-PEARLS." 

DELLTJC  &  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
thfe  attention  of  the  Medical  Faculty  to  a 
new  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
which  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
-jivon,  without  smell,  taste  or  evaporation  ;  thev 
oave  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Taimatc  of  Quinine, 
in  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
from  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
uarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

the  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  uge.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  t Ho  Agents 

delluc  &  CO., 

PHAMACSUTICA'i  -GHSSSISTS, 

581  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street. 


OFFICE  PIIPII  WANTED.— A 
young  physician,  or  senior  student,  willing 
n  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  usual  duties  of 
ffice  pupil  with  a  regular  practitioner,  for  the 
purpose  of  qualifying  himself  in  the  profession 
and  seeing  practice,  may  he^ir  of  an  opening  by 
addressing,  post  paid,  the  Editor  of  this  journal, 
who  will  negotiate  an  interview,  if  found  desira- 
ble. 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  " PALMER'S  PATENT," 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  Philadelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG,  invented  by  B.  F.  PALMER,  and  Manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO.,  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
thins  °f  it*  kind  made  in  this  country  or  in  Europe.  Il  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  "THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  LIMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extentled  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.    It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  ev  ery  other  kind  of  limb 


had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  anil 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien- 
tific .lodges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London,  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented 
awarded  bv  M.  ROUX,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux.  Paris,  fortv  years,  and  M.  LALLEMAND, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H. 
GREEN  Esq..  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  and  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
case  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated  ; 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per- 
sons, are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
maDy  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
country,  weave  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit  : 

"I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 
inveuted  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  co«jitry.  Its 
construction  is  simple,  and  itsexecuTton  is  beau- 
tiful ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos- 
sess it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VALENTINE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University. 

New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 

"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use, 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  1 
am  acquainted.         WILLARI)  PARKER,  M.  D 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians 

and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  January  29,  1851.' 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg.  projected  and  man 
ufactured  by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  give  my 
unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merit: 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind.  I 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  have 
been  operated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  .1.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  D. 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 

Surgiou  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc 
New  York,  April  12, 1863." 


"GENTLEMEN. — I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac- 
turers. Your  limb  exhibits  great  superiority, 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  he  desired  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon. 
To  Messrs  B.  F.  Palmer  &  Co. 

U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1851." 
"I  have  examined  the  Artificial  Leg  construe 
ted  by  Messrs.  Palmer  k  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
fullv  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CHEEsEMAN,  M.  D. 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

Philadelphia,  March  27, 1851. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College.  Phila. " 

I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a 
very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 
expectations.  W.  GIBSON.  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn." 
Philadelphia,  January  23,  1861. 

SURGEONS  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  &  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  sulfered  the  loss  of  a 
lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
imitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
seem  possible.  We  recommend  til  em  with  plea- 
sure and  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 
assistance 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,  1 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
S.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
J.  MASON  WARREN, 
D.  II.  STORER, 

N.  B. — All  orders  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  the 
states  of  New  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring 
field,  Mass.,  where  they  will  be  executed.  All 
others  to  Philadelphia. 

B.  F.  PALMER,  E.  D.  HUDSON 

A.  S.  CURRIER. 


Surgeons  and  Physicians 
\  to 

Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE  ADVERTISER. 


IMPORTANT  TO  THE 

MEDICAL  FACULTY 

DEALERS  IN  MEDICINES. 

The  Undersigned,  Importers  and  Wholesale  Dealers,  olfer  for 
sale  a  very  extensive  and  choice  selection  of  fresh  and  lately 
imported  Drugs,  Chemicals,  kc,  at  prices  lower  than  heretofore 
asked  in  this  market.  Thev  are  the  SOLE  AGENTS  for  the 
I'N'ITEI)  STATES,  CUBA,  MEXICO,  and  the  WEST  INDIES,  for  the 
celebrated  MATIIEY  CAYLUS  COPAIVA  BALSAM  GLUTEN  CAP- 
SOLE,  approved  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris  and  London. 

These  Capsules  are  distinguished  from  the  other  preparations 
of  Copaiva  by  the  following  advantage!  : 

1st.  Their  mode  of  fabrication  requires  of  necessity  the  use  of 
a  Copaiva  Balsam  quite  genuine.  Now  it  is  manifest  that  this 
substance  succeeds  the  better  according  to  its  degree  of  purity. 
The  same  condition  not  being  indispensable  in  the  Gelatine  Cap- 
sules, it  frequently  happens  that  it  is  adulterated.  There  are 
even  some  Bold  that  merely  contain  oil  slightly  impregnated  with 
Copaim, — an  inf'amouf  fraud  w  hich  could  hardly  be  believed,  did 
not  recent  experiments,  made  by  professors  of  the  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  College,  afford  ample  proofs. 

2d.  Though  half  the  size  of  the  Gelatine  Capsules,  they  con- 
tain as  much  Copaiva,  which  is  explained  by  the  dillerence  in  the 
thickness  of  the  envelope:  the  Gluten  Capsules  weighing  2  grains 
whilst  the  Gelatine  Capsules  weigh  12.  which  can  he  easily  proved. 

3d.  Their  specific  action  is  so  certain,  that  they  succeed  w  here 
other  medicines  have  proved  a  failure. 

Lastly,  their  regular  shape  anil  small  volume,  so  favorable  to 
deglutition. their  agTeeable  appearance,  which  u  more  like  a  sugar 
plum  than  a  medicine,  render  their  use  more  easy,  even  for  the  most  qualmish  mediciue  takers. 

/Jfig-  Also  constantly  on  hand  Capsules  of  Copaiva  and  Cubebs,  Copaiva  and  Ratanhia,  Copaiva 
and  Citrate  of  Iron.  Copaiva  and  Magnesia.  Each  Bottle  holds  64  Capsules.  They  are  to  be  ob- 
tained. Wholesale  and  Retail,  at  the  principal  Druggists.    Also  at  the  GENERAL  DEPOT, 

«5T  No.  32  JOHN  STREET,  NEW  YORK.  HIX,  CATALOGNE  &  CO. 


TO  DRUGGISTS. — We  invite  attention 
to  our  assortment  of  TOILET  ARTICLES 
AND  PERFUMERY. — Druggists  will  do  well  to 
give  us  a  call  anil  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS.  BRUSHES.  PERFUMERY,  kc,  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 
A.  &  J.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y 
The  KEPHAUA  FOR  THE  HAIR,  put  up  in 
beautiful  style,  a"nd  an  excellent  ai-licle  for  re 
tailing,  and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give 
dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  '•  Ctimnwreiai  Advertiser,"  of  this  city 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — ■•For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kcpha 
lia  is  what  it  professes  to  he,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and 
promoting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeni- 
ably fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds",  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence.''    Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J-  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 
PRENTISS'  TOILET  POWDER,  made  only  by  A. 
&  J.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich  st..  N.  Y.,  is  uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made, 
and  is  kept  hv  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted  gen- 
uine, an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com- 
plexion ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear- 
ness and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

318  Greenwich  St.,  New  York. 


GELLATLY  &  PHIBBS, 

(Betural  Collecting  Agents, 

No.  167  BROADWAY,  Room  No.  5 : 
and  No  29  SPRING  STREET, 


THOMAS  PHIBBS. 


P.  X.  GELLATI.Y. 


Undertake  the  Collectiox  of  Bills,  and  the 
settlement  of  accounts. 

Undertake  the  Collectiox  of  Rexts,  and  the 
care  of  Real  Estate. 


T\R-  VGLVILLE  PROPOSES  TO  GIVE 
M-W  a  Practical  Course  on  Auscultation  and 
Physical  Diagnosis,  during  the  Fall  and  Winter. 
For  particulars  and  terms,  apply  at  10fi  Fast  21st 
Street. 

New  York.  September  1.  1854. 


OTTO  <&  KCEHLER, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

SURGICAL  &  ORTHOPEDIC AL 

MACHINES,  AND 

Instruments,  Trusses,  Bandages,  &c. 

58  Chatham  Street,  (iro  stairs,)  \.  Y. 

All  kinds  of  Instruments. Tools,  and  Scissors  made, 
repaired  and  ground,  at  the  shortest  notice. 

COMMERCIAL  ADVERTIShR 

JOBPRINTINGOFFIC  E. 

Corner  of  Pine  and  William  Sis.  N.  Y. 
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OF 


DRUGS,  PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS, 

AND 


MEDICINAL  WARES, 


OFFERED  TO  PHYSICIANS  BY 


BULLOCK  &  CRENSHAW, 


(SUCCESSORS  TO  SMITH  &  HODGSON,) 


DRUGGISTS  AND  MANUFACTURING  CHEMISTS, 


Northeast  Corner  of  Arch  and  Sixth  Streets, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


MAY  1,  18  54. 


PREFACE. 


In  issuing  the  present  edition  of  their  Catalogue,  the  Subscribers 
have  extended  the  list  of  medicines  to  embrace  all  the  new  preparations 
of  importance. 

The  list  of  apparatus  has  received  many  additions,  and  the  forms  of 
many  of  the  important  articles  are  illustrated  by  wood-cuts. 

Our  arrangements  enable  us  to  supply  all  the  new  preparations  as 
they  are  presented  to  the  notice  of  the  Profession. 

Connected  with  our  establishment  we  have  a  laboratory  in  which  our 
pharmaceutical  preparations  are  made,  under  our  own  superintendence, 
and  in  strict  accordance  with  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  and  our  powders 
are  prepared  from  articles  which  have  been  carefully  selected  by  our- 
selves. 

In  the  list  of  medicinal  wares  will  be  found  the  prices  of  glass-stop- 
pered bottles,  which,  by  importing,  we  are  enabled  to  sell  at  low  rates. 
These  bottles,  both  by  their  handsome  appearance  and  greater  conveni- 
ence, are  much  more  suitable  for  a  Physician's  office  than  the  cork-stop- 
pered bottles ;  and  where  there  is  not  a  special  order  to  the  contrary, 
such  bottles  will  be  used  for  putting  up  their  articles,  and  will  be 
charged  at  the  prices  named  in  the  list. 

The  skeletons  priced  are  from  one  of  the  first  anatomical  establishments 
in  Paris,  and  will  be  fouud  of  a  superior  quality ;  they  are  so  cleaned 
that  the  grease  will  not  appear  on  them  after  keeping.  The  list  of 
anatomical  preparations,  &c,  annexed,  will,  it  is  hoped,  enable  Colleges, 
Professors,  and  others  to  supply  themselves  with  such  articles  without 
the  expense  of  sending  a  person  to  Europe,  specially  for  this  purpose. 

The  Magneto-Electric  machines,  described  at  the  close  of  the  Cata- 
logue, are  the  most  approved  instruments  in  use  for  applying  electri- 
city as  a  remedial  agent.  The  instrument  operates  without  acids,  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Professors  in  our  Medical  Schools,  and  prac- 
titioners of  highest  eminence. 

We  have  published  a  catalogue  of  chemicals,  pure  reagents  and 
chemical  apparatus,  illustrated  by  wood-cuts,  which  we  will  be  happy 
to  furnish  upon  application. 

All  orders  will  be  executed  with  care  and  despatch,  and  packed  so  as 
to  carry  safely  to  any  part  of  the  country,  we  holding  ourselves  respon- 
sible for  all  breakage  over  5  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  the  order;  or 
for  2  per  cent,  we  will  insure  against  all  breakage.  The  expense  of 
sending  goods  to  the  most  distant  part  of  the  country,  by  sea  or  land, 
with  the  present  low  prices  of  transportation,  is  very  trifling. 

Being  also  the  manufacturers  of  Osborne's  superfine  American  Water 
Colors,  the  reputation  of  which  has  been  long  established,  we  will  take 
pleasure  in  forwarding  price  currents  to  all  who  may  desire  them. 

BULLOCK  &  CRENSHAW, 
Sixth  and  Arch  Streets,  Philadelphia. 

May  1,  1854. 


DRUGS  AND  MEDICINAL  WARES 

OFFERED  TO 

PHYSICIANS 
BY  BULLOCH  AND  CRENSHAW, 

N.  E.  CORNER  ARCH  AND  SIXTH  STS,  PHILADELPHIA. 


ACETONE  (pyroxilic  spirit) . 

.    $2  00  per  lb* 

ACETUM,  Opii  ..... 

1  50 

lb. 

Scillae  .... 

50 

lb. 

ACID  :  Acetic:  No.  8 

28 

lb. 

ArseniouSj  Pure  ... 

25 

lb. 

Arsenic  :  .          •          .          .  . 

25 

oz. 

Benzoic  .... 

40 

oz. 

Citric:     .          .         .  ... 

2  00  Scarce  lb. 

Gallic : 

1  50 

oz. 

Muriatic:  Med:  Pure  . 

12 

lb. 

Nitric:  Med  :  Pure  . 

25 

lb. 

Nitro-muriat :  .... 

25 

lb. 

Phosphoric  :  Glac :  . 

. .  50 

oz. 

"  Dilut: 

1  00 

lb. 

Prussic  :  U.  S.  P.  in  oz.  Stop.  Bot.  . 

31 

oz. 

Pyroligneous  .... 

25 

lb. 

Sulphuric:  .... 

.      '  06 

lb. 

"  Aromatic: 

50 

lb. 

Oxalic:  .... 

50 

lb. 

Tannic :  . 

31 

oz. 

Tartaric:  .... 

Scarce  75 

lb. 

ACONITINE  

15 

gr- 

ALCOHOL:  U.  S.  P  : 

62  to  75 

gall, 
pint. 

Absolute  .... 

50 

ALUM  

.....  08 

lb. 

ALOE,  Capens :  . 

25 

lb. 

"  Pulv: 

'ml  38 

lb. 

Socotrina  .... 

63 

lb. 

"  Pulv: 

75 

lb. 

AMMON:  Carb :  

30 

lb. 

Murias  .... 

25 

lb. 

AMMON:  Nitras  

1  00 

lb. 

Phosphas  .... 

1  50 

lb. 

ANNATTO   

50 

lb. 

ANTIM  :  et  Potass  :  Tart :  . 

62 

lb. 

Sulph:  Pulv:  .... 

20 

lb. 

"  Kermes: 

12 

oz. 

*  The  pounds  and  ounces  referred  to  in  this  Catalogue  are  all  avoirdupois ;  for  convenience  we 
have  used  the  term  dr.  for  the  l-8th  of  an  avoirdupois  ounce. 
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DRUGS   AND   MEDICINES   FOR   SALE  BY 


AQUA:  Ammon:  fff. 

"        Concent.  . 
Destill :  . 
Fortis 

ROFEB       .  .  ' 

ARGENTI  NITRAS,  Cryst:  . 
"  "  Fus: 

"  "  Oxid:. 

ARSENICUM  (pure  sublimed) 
"  Iodid : 

ARSENICI  SOLUT:  (Fowler's) 
"  "  (Donovan's 

ASPARAGIN  . 

ASSAFCETIDA 

ATROPIA 

BACCiE  JUNIPERI  . 

Pip  :  Nig :  Pulv  : 
BALSAM:  Canada  . 

Copaibas 

"  Solid: 
"  Capsules 

Peruv: 

Sulphur: 

Tolu : 
BEBEERIN 

Sulph: 
BISMUTH:  Subnit: 

Valerian : 
BLUE  MASS  :  vid :  Pil :  Hydrar 
BRUCIA 

Sulph :  . 
BURGUNDY  PITCH 
CADMII  Sulph:  . 
CAFFEINE  . 
CALCIS  Chlorid: 

Carb:  Praecip:  Eng: 
"       Presp :  . 
CALCII  Chlor:  Pure  . 
CALCIS  PHOSPH :  Prssc  : 
CALOMEL  vid:  Hydrag:  Chlor:  Mit: 
CAMPHORA 
CANTHARIDES 

Pulv:  . 
CANTHARIDIN  TISSUE  (Brown's) 

Dressing  Tissue  " 
CAPSICI  AFRIC:  Pulv:  . 
CARBO  LIGNI,  Pulv  :  (Willow) 
CARRAGEEN 
CARYOPHYLLUS 
CASTOREUM  RUSSIC :  . 
CATECHU 

Pulv: 
CERA  ALBA 
CERATUM  Cantharidis 

Cetacei  . 

Piumbi  S'act 


75 


0 

20  per  pt. 

50 

pint. 

06 

pint. 

12 

lb. 

15 

pint. 

1 

25 

OZ. 

1 

25 

oz. 

2 

00 

oz. 

25 

oz. 

1 

50 

oz. 

50 

pint. 

1 

00 

pint. 

1 

00 

dr. 

38 

lb. 

15 

gr- 

25 

lb. 

20 

lb. 

88 

bottle. 

62 

lb'. 

1 

00 

lb. 

2 

00 

doz. 

25 

oz. 

1 

00 

lb. 

1 

25 

lb. 

50 

dr. 

38 

dr. 

12 

oz. 

50 

dr. 

50 

dr. 

50 

dr. 

16 

lb. 

1 

50 

oz. 

1 

00 

dr. 

10 

lb. 

38 

lb. 

08 

lb. 

06 

oz. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb 

0 

) 

1 

50 

can. 

75 

can. 

50 

lb. 

25 

lb. 

25 

lb. 

38 

lb. 

1 

25 

oz. 

25 

lb. 

38 

lb. 

60 

lb. 

1 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

BULLOCK    &  CRENSHAW, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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CERATUM  Resinte  .... 

.  $0 

50 

per  lb. 

"       Comp  :  . 

50 

lb. 

Sabinae  .... 

50 

lb. 

Simplex .... 

50 

lb. 

Zinci  Carb :            •          •  • 

50 

lb. 

CETACEUM      .          .  -' 

56 

lb. 

CHIMAPHILA  .... 

25 

lb. 

CHINOIDINE  .... 

75 

oz. 

CHLOROFORM  .... 

1 

50 

lb. 

CINCHONINE  .... 

1 

25 

oz. 

CINCHON:  Sulph:  .... 

1 

25 

oz. 

COCCINELLA  .... 

12 

oz. 

CODEINE  . 

3 

00 

dr. 

COLOCYNTHUS  .... 

1 

00 

lb. 

COLLODION,  in  1  oz.  Stop.  Bot. 

2 

00 

doz. 

Cantharidal,  in  J  oz.  Stop.  Bot. 

2 

00 

doz. 

COD-LIVER  OIL,  Vid:  01:  Jecoris: 

CONFECT:  Rosse 

50 

lb. 

Opii  ..... 

10 

oz. 

Senna;  .... 

50 

per  lb. 

CONIA  ..... 

2 

00 

dr. 

CORTEX  Aurantii 

15 

lb. 

Angusturae            .  . 

30 

lb. 

Canellse  . 

20 

lb. 

"  Pulv: 

30 

lb. 

Cascarillse  . 

25 

lb. 

Cassias  .... 

50 

lb. 

"       Pulv:  . 

62 

lb. 

Cinchon  :  Flav :  . 

1 

75 

lb. 

"       "  Pulv: 

2 

00 

lb. 

"  Rub: 

1 

50 

lb. 

"        "  Pulv: 

1 

75 

lb. 

Cinnam  :  (Ceylon) 

12 

oz. 

Mezerei  . 

25 

lb. 

Prun  :  Virg: 

20 

lb. 

Punic:  Gran:  Fruct: 

38 

lb. 

"        "  Rad: 

50 

lb. 

Quassia;  Simarub : 

75 

lb. 

*          Sasaf:  Rad :           .          .  . 

15 

lb. 

Ulmi  . 

15 

lb. 

"    Pulv.  (Fine) 

25 

lb. 

Ulmi,  Pulv :  (Coarse)  .  . 

20 

lb. 

Wintera;  Aromat:   .          .  . 

75 

lb. 

Xanthoxyl :       .          .          .  . 

38 

lb. 

CREASOTUM,  in  1  oz.  Stop.  Bot.  . 

38 

oz. 

CROCUS  SATIVUS  . 

62 

oz. 

CUBEBA   

(scarce)  50 

lb. 

Pulv:  ... 

.  (scarce) 

62 

lb. 

CHELTENHAM  SALT 

3 

00 

doz. 

CUPRI  SULPHAS  . 

15 

lb. 

CUPRl  D1NI0DID:  . 

75 

oz. 

DELPHIA  .... 

DIGITALINE  .... 

25 

gr- 

DOLICHOS  PRURIENS  (Cowhage)  . 

1 

00 

oz. 

ELATERIUM  (Clutterbuck's) 

88 

dr. 

ELIXIR  OPII  (McMunn's) 

2 

25 

doz. 

6              DRUGS   AND    MEDICINES   FOR   SALE  BY 

ELIXIR  OPII  (Crew's)   $2  00perdoz. 

EMETINE   2  50  oz. 

EMPLAST :  Adhesiv :   38  lb. 

Ammoniac 75  lb. 

"         C.  Hydrarg:     .          .          .  1  25  lb. 

Assafret:          .          .          .          .          .  1  25  lb. 

Belladon :    .          .          .          .          .  1  50  lb. 

Calefac:   75  lb. 

Cantharid:  .          .          .          .          .  1  50  lb. 

Gaban :  Comp:           ....  50  lb. 

Hydrarg:     .          .          .          .          .  1  00  lb. 

Logani  ......  50  lb. 

Myrrhae      .          .          .         .          .  1  25  lb. 

Opii      .          .          .          .          .          .  2  00  lb. 

Plumbi   38  lb. 

Resinae  ......  38  lb. 

Roborans     .          .          .         .         .  38  lb. 

Saponis  ......  50  lb. 

ERGOTA   1  25  lb. 

Pulv:   1  50  lb. 

ERGOTINE   65  dr. 

ESS:  MENTH:  PIP:   75  pint. 

ETHER  Acetic   60  pint. 

Chloric             .....  50  pint. 

Sulphuric    ......  30  pint. 

"       Letheon        ....  38  pint. 

EXTRACT:  Aconiti,  Eng:  .          .          .          .  25  oz. 

Anthemid:        .....  12  oz. 

Belladon:    .          .          .          .          .  25  oz. 

Cannab :  Ind:  Eng:     .          .          .         .  3  00  oz. 

Cinchon:  Praecip:  in  oz.  Pots      ...  75  oz. 

Cinchon:  Fluid:         .          .          .          .  2  50  lb. 

Colchici:  Acet:      .          .          .          .  50  oz. 

Coloc:  Comp:  .          .          .          .          .  2  50  lb. 

Coloc:  Simp:        .....  50  oz. 

Conii,  Eng :.....  12  oz. 

Cotyledon :  Umbilic :        .          .          .  1  00  oz. 

Cubeb:  Fluid:  .....  31  oz. 

Digital:        .          .         .         .         .  25  oz. 

Diosmas  Fluid:           .          .          .          .  1  50  lb. 

Dulcamaras,           .....  19  oz. 

GlycyrrhizEe  Calab :      ....  30  lb. 

"        Pulv:  .....  50  lb. 

Gentianae                                      :  50  lb. 

Hellebor:  Nig:       .          .         .          .          .  25  oz. 

Hyoscyami,  Eng:        ....  25  oz. 

Jalapae  Ale.           .          .          .          .  25  oz. 

Jugland:           .          .          .          .          .  12  oz. 

Kramerias  (by  cold  displacement), ...  20  oz. 

Monesiae          .          .          .          .          .  2  00  oz. 

Nuc:  Vom:  Ale:   .         .         .         .  50  oz. 

Opii  Acet:         .          .          .          .          .  1  00  oz. 

"  Aquos:            .          .          .          .  1  00  oz. 

PareirtE  Brav:    .....  50  oz. 

Polygalae  Senegae    .          .         .          .  50  oz. 

Quassiae           .....  50  oz. 
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EXTRACT:  Rhei     .         .         .          .          .         .  $0  25  per  oz. 

"    Fluid       .         .          .         .          .  2  00.  lb. 

Sabinae        .          .          .         .          .  50  oz. 

Sarsap:  Ale 38  oz. 

"       Fluid:  Com:        .         .         .  6  00  doz. 

Senna?       "        "                .          .         .  1  50  lb. 

Spigeliae    «   ■     «           .          .          .  1  50  lb. 

Stramonii         .....  25  oz. 

Secale  Cornut:  (without  oil)         ...  50  oz. 

Taraxaci,  Eng :  .          ....  12  oz. 

Valeriau  Fluid :      .          .         .         .  1  50  lb. 

"     Solid:  (Etherial)      ...  50  oz. 

FECULA  MARANTA  BERMUDA          ...  50  lb. 

FARINA  Avenae  Beth :   10  lb. 

Sem :  Lini  ......  12  lb. 

FERRI  Arsenias           .         .         .          .         .  75  oz. 

Ammon:  Chlor:     .         .         .         .  06  oz. 

Bromid  :           .          .          .          .          .  1  00  oz. 

Carb:  Prsecip:       .         .         .         .  30  lb. 

"     Vallet's  .....  75  lb. 

Citras         .          .         .         .          .  20  oz. 

Ferrocyanuret :  .         .         .          .  12  oz. 

Iodid :        .          .          .         .         .  75  oz. 

Lactas   ......  38  oz. 

Limatura     ......  12  lb. 

Oxid:  Hydrat:  .....  50  lb. 

Oxid :  Nig: ......  10  oz. 

Pernit :  Solut:  .....  75  lb. 

Phosphas    ......  60  lb. 

Et  Magnes :  Citras      ....  38  oz. 

Et  Potass :  Tart:    .....  75  lb. 

Et  Quin :  Citras          .          .          .          .  1  25  oz. 

Et  Potass  :  Tart :  (in  Scales)         ...  20  oz. 

Sesquichlor:     .....  38  oz. 

Sulphas  Pur:          .          .          .          .  25  lb. 

Tart :  Ammon  .....  20  oz. 

Tannas       .          .          .         .          .  62  oz. 

Valerianas        .          .          .          .          .  3  00  oz. 

FERRUM  subtillissim:        .          .         .         .          .  25  oz. 

"          per  Hydrogen  (Quevennes)      .  50  oz. 

"           "       "               "           French.  1  00  oz. 

FLORES  ANTHEM:   50  lb. 

Arnica?           ......  50  lb. 

Lavand :......  25  lb. 

Rosa;  Gallic :    .          .          .          .          .  1  50  lb. 

FOLIA  Aconiti,  Eng:    *  .          .          .          .          .  1  00  lb. 

Belladon:  "     .          .          .         .          .  1  00  lb. 

Conii        "          .          .          .          .          .  1  00  lb. 

Digitalis    "    .          .          .          '.          .          .  1  00  lb. 

Digital:  Ang :  Pulv:       .          .          .          .  1  25  lb. 

DiosmsB  Crenat :        .....  75  lb. 

Hyoscyam:  Eng:           .          .         .          .  1  00  lb. 

Lobelia;          ......  50  lb. 

Matico       ......  12  oz. 

Sabina?,  Eng :  .          .          .          .          .          .  1  00  lb. 

"        "    Pulv:           .          .          .          .  1  25  lb. 
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FOLIA  Sennas  Alex. 

.  $0 

38 

per  lb. 

"       «  Pulv: 

50 

lb. 

Uvse  Ursi 

25 

lb. 

FUCUS  HELMINTHOCORTON 

75 

lb. 

GALLA  ALEPPO  . 

50 

lb. 

"             Pulv:  . 

65 

lb. 

GLYCERINE 

15 

oz. 

GRANVILLE'S  LOTION 

50 

pint. 

GUM :  Acac:  No.  1. 

80 

lb. 

"     No.  2. 

60 

lb. 

"     Pulv : 

75 

lb. 

Ammoniac: 

50 

lb. 

Benzoin: 

75 

lb. 

Elemi : 

50 

lb. 

Galban:  Cobat: 

1 

00 

lb. 

Gambogia 

1 

25 

lb. 

«  Pulv: 

1 

50 

lb. 

Guaiacum  . 

50 

lb. 

Myrrha  Turc  : 

68 

lb. 

"  Pulv: 

88 

lb. 

*Scammon :  (Virgin) 

1 

00 

oz. 

a  u 

Pulv: 

1 

00 

oz. 

Tragacanth :  . 

75 

lb. 

Sty  rax 

62 

lb. 

GUTTA  PERCHA  . 

HIERA  PICRA  . 

75 

lb. 

HOOPER'S  PILLS  . 

75 

doz. 

HORDEUM  PERLAT:  . 

12 

lb. 

HYDRARGYRUM  . 

1 

50 

lb. 

Amnion :  . 

12 

oz. 

Chlor:  Mit:  . 

1 

25 

lb. 

Chlor:  Mit:  Aug: 

1 

75 

lb. 

Bichlor:  Corros: 

12 

oz. 

Bicyanid :  . 

50 

oz. 

Cum  Creta 

12 

oz. 

Iodid :  Proto  : 

75 

oz. 

"      Bin:  . 

75 

oz. 

Nitras  Per:  (acid) 

25 

oz. 

Oxid:  Rub:  . 

12 

oz. 

Phosphat :  . 

75 

oz. 

ICHTHYOCOLLA  Americana 

1 

00 

lb. 

Russic : 

50 

oz. 

IODINUM  (Resublimed  in 

1  oz.  Stop.  Bot.) 

75 

oz. 

KINO 

1 

00 

lb. 

LACTUCARIUM  . 

1 

00 

oz. 

LAPIS  DIVINIS 

25 

oz. 

LICHEN  Island: 

15 

lb. 

LIGNUM  Guaiaci  Rasp : 

12 

lb. 

Quass : 

12 

lb. 

SantaLRub: 

12 

lb. 

LINTEUM  . 

25 

lb. 

LIQ  :  Ammon  :  Acet : 

25 

lb. 

Plumb:  S:  Acet: 

50 

pint. 

*  Aleppo  Scammony  has  become  so  impure  we  do  not  price  it.  Wc  had  occasion  to  test  a  num- 
ber of  samples,  and  no  one  contained  five  per  cent,  of  Virgin  Scammony. 
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LIQ:  Donovani  . 

Ferri  Ternitras 

Opii  Sedativ : 

Potass: 

"     Arsen :  (Fowler's) 

Sodse  Chlorinata  (Labarraque's), 
LUNAR  CAUSTIC,  Vid:  Argent:  Nit 
LUPULINA  . 
LYCOPODIUM  . 
MACIS 

MAGNES:  Calc:  Opt:  Ang 


Carb: 
"    Sm :  Squares 

Citras:  (Effervescing 

*Husband's 

Henry's 

Sulphas 
MANGANESII  Carb:  . 

Chlorid: 

Iodid  :  (solut :) 

Oxid:  (black) 

Oxid:  (Red) 

Phosph : 

Sulph: 

Tart:  . 
MANNA,  Small  Flake  . 

Large  Flake  . 
MANNITE 
McMUNN'S  ELIXIR 
MECONIN 
MEDULLA  Sassaf:  . 
MEL  ROSiE 
MONARDINE 
MORPHIA  Pure  Alkaloid 
MORPHLE  Acetas  . 

Murias 

Sulphas 

Tannas 

Valerianas 
MOSCHUS 

MUCUNA  (Cowhage) 
MYRISTICA 
NAPHTHA  . 
NARCOTINA  . 
NUCIS  VOM:  Pulv: 
OLEUMAmygd:  Amar: 
"  Dulc: 

Anethi  Fceniculi  . 

Anisi  . 

Aurantii  Cort: 

Bergamii  . 

Cari 


in  lb.  bottles 


olution) 


*  Husband's  magnesia  has  been  long  used  by  the  Profession  in  this  city,  and  is  preferred  to 
Henry's. 
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DRUGS   AND  MEDICINES 
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OLEUM  Cajuputi 

Camphorae 
Caryophylli  . 
Cassias 

Chenopodii  . 
Copaibae  . 
Croton:  Tiglii 
Cubebse  . 
Ergotge 
Gualtherise 
Hedeomae 
Jecoris  Aselli  (in  pint 
Juniperi 
Lavandulae 
Limonis 

Menthae  Piperitse 
"      Sativ : 

Monardae 

MyristicaB  Ess : 

Olivae  Opt : 
"  Com:. 

Origani  . 

01  Pimentae  . 

Piper:  Nig: 

Pini  Canadensis 

Ricini 

Rosmarini 

Sabinae 

Sassafras 

Succini  Rect 

Tanaceti 

Terebinthinae 

Valerianae 
OPIUM  Turc :  (variable)  . 

«       Pulv:  . 

"       Denarcot:  . 
OPODELDOC,  Liquid . 

Solid 

OX  GALL,  Inspissated 
PAPAV  :  Capsul :  . 
PIMENTA 
PIMENTO  Pulv : 
PETROL:  Barbadens: 
PIL :  HYDRARG :  U.  S.  P. 
PIPERINE  . 
PIX  Abietis 

Canadensis 
PLUMBI  Acetas  . 

Iodid : 

Nitrss 

POTASSA  Fusa  (Caustic) 
POTASS^  Acetas . 

Arsenias 

Arsenis  . 

Bicarb :  Cryst : 

Bitart:  Pulv: 


bottles) 


.  $0  25  pe 

r  oz. 

25 

oz. 

25 

oz. 

31 

oz. 

38 

oz. 

12 

oz. 

50 

oz. 

38 

oz. 

.  1 

00 

oz. 

38 

oz. 

• 

oz. 

5 

00 

75 

1  u. 

12 

oz. 

25 

oz. 

38 

oz. 

25 

oz. 

20 

oz. 

70 

oz. 
doz. 

O  K 

pint. 

• 

1  o 

ID. 

1 

00 

oz. 

1 

00 

IK 

ID. 

75 

Ih 

25 

1U. 

75 

1U. 

oz. 

10 

oz. 

1 

00 

ID. 

20 

oz. 

10 

pint. 

1 

25 

oz. 

.  5 

00 

IK 
ID. 

50 

oz. 

75 

oz. 

1 

00 

doz. 

»  1 

00 

doz. 

31 

oz. 

38 

IK 
ID. 

38 

IK 
ID. 

50 

IK 
JD. 

25 

IK 

ID. 

1 

25 

IK 
ID. 

75 

oz. 

16 

IK 
ID. 

50 

lb. 

20 

lb. 

1 

00 

oz. 

50 

lb. 

12 

oz. 

12 

oz. 

50 

oz. 

12 

lb. 

37 

lb. 

(scarce)  50 

lb. 
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POTASS^E  Carb  :  (Sal :  Tart : ) 

.    $0  15 

per  lb. 

Chloras  .... 

75 

lb. 

Citras  .... 

.    (scarce)  2  00 

lb. 

Nitras  .... 

12 

lb. 

Sulphas  ... 

16 

lb. 

Sulphas  Pulv : 

25 

lb. 

Tart:  .... 

50 

lb. 

POTASSII  Bromid: 

1  00 

oz. 

Cyanid:  .... 

12 

oz. 

Ferrocyan :         .          .  . 

06 

oz. 

Ferricyari :  . 

12 

oz. 

Iodid:  .... 

.  -        .  50 

oz. 

Sulphuret:  .... 

50 

lb. 

PREPARED  CHALK  (See  Calcis  Carb.) 

PULVIS  Antimonialis 

06 

oz. 

Arc-mat:  .... 

25 

oz. 

Doveri  .... 

20 

oz. 

Seidlitz  .... 

38 

lb. 

QUININE  Acetas  .... 

.     4  50 

oz. 

Arsenias  .... 

6  00 

oz. 

Citras  .... 

.     4  50 

oz. 

Ferrocyan  : 

4  50 

oz. 

Iodid:  .... 

.     6  00 

oz. 

Lactas  .... 

6  00 

oz. 

Murias  .... 

.      4  50 

oz. 

Sulphas  .... 

3  25 

oz. 

Tannas  .... 

.     4  50 

oz. 

Valerianas 

1  00 

dr. 

RADIX  Aconit.  Contus 

.      1  00 

lb. 

Actasae  Racemos : 

30 

lb. 

Arnica?  .... 

1  00 

lb. 

Belladonna? 

1  50 

lb. 

Colchici,  Eng :        .          .  . 

50 

lb. 

Colombas 

20 

lb. 

"  Pulv: 

38 

lb. 

Curcuma;  Opt :  (Turmeric) 

25 

lb. 

Gentianae  .... 

12 

lb. 

Gent :  Contus 

20 

lb. 

"  Pulv: 

30 

lb. 

Geranii  Maculat: 

50 

lb. 

Glycyrrhizae  .... 
"     ,  Pulv: 

10 

lb. 

25 

lb. 

Hydrastis  Canadensis 

50 

lb. 

Ipecac:  .... 

.  (scarce) 

lb. 

"  Pulv: 

(scarce) 

lb. 

Irid :  Floreut :  . 

25 

lb. 

"        "      Pulv.  . 

38 

,1b. 

Jalapae  .... 

88 

lb. 

"  Pulv:. 

.     1  00 

lb. 

Krameriae 

38 

lb. 

"       Contus  . 

.     -  50 

lb. 

"       Pulv:  . 

62 

lb. 

Pareira  Bravas 

1  25 

lb. 

Rhei  E.  I  (best) 

(scarce)  1  75 

lb. 

"  Pulv: 

.   (scarce)  2  00 

lb. 

Russic  :  . 

38 

oz. 

12  DRUGS   AND    MEDICINES    FOR   SALE  BY 


RADIX  Rhei  Russic:  Pulv  : 
Sanguinariae 

"  Pulv:  . 

Sarsap:  Contus:  . 
Scillae 

"  Pulv: 
Senega; 
Serpentarioe 

"        Pulv :  . 
Spigelian  . 

"  Pulv: 
Stillingise 
Taraxaci 
Tormentilla3 
Valerianse,  Eng. 

a  ti  pulv. 

Zingib :  Jamaic : 

M  «  pulv 

RESINA  JALAPS 
SACCHARUM  LACTIS 
SAGO  PERLAT: 
SAL :  Rochelle  : 

Prunelle  . 
SALACINE 
SANGUIS  DRACONIS 
SANTONINE  . 
SAPO  Hispan: 

Windsor  (Brown) 
SEIDLITZ  POWDERS,  in  Tin  Boxes 

MIXTURE 
SEMINA  Anisse 

Cardam : 

Cari 

Chenopod:  Anthelm: 
Colchici 
Coriandri : 
Cydonia? 
FoEniculi 
Lini 

Sinapis  . 

"       Pulv :  Eng: 
SODiE  Acetas  ,  . 

Arsenia9 

Arsenis 

Biboras 

Bicarbonas 

Carbonas  . 

Nitras  Ref : 

Phosphas 

et  Potassse  Tart: 

Sulphas 
SOLANUM  DULCAMARA 
SP  :  Ammon : 

"      Arom : 

iEther:  Nit: 

"       Sulph:  Comp 


(scarce) 


to 

50 

per  oz- 

50 

lb. 

75 

lb. 

28 

lb. 

25 

lb. 

) 

62 

lb. 
lb. 

) 

40 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

) 

40 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

1 

15 

lb. 

30 

lb. 

38 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

75 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

62 

lb. 

1 

00 

oz. 

60 

lb. 

10 

lb. 

38 

lb. 

38 

lb. 

75 

oz. 

1 

50 

lb. 

1 

75 

oz. 

18 

lb. 

12 

cake. 

2 

25 

doz. 

38 

lb. 

20 

lb. 

1 

50 

lb. 

20 

lb. 

25 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

15 

lb. 

25 

oz. 

15 

lb. 

08 

lb. 

15 

lb. 

38 

lb. 

12 

oz. 

50 

oz. 

12 

oz. 

38 

lb. 

12 

lb. 

06 

lb. 

25 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

28 

lb. 

06 

lb. 

25 

lb. 

25 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

20 

pint. 

30 

pint. 
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SP  :  Lavand  :  Comp: 

Vini  Gallic:  (4th  proof  French  Brandy) 

Lavand :  Simp : 
SPONGIA  (Prepared  for  Surgical  use)  various  prices 
STRYCHNIA 

Snlph : 
SULPHUR  Rotund: 

Sublimat: 

Iodid: 

Sublimat:  Lot: 
Prascip:  Pur: 
SYRUPUS  Althasas 
Allii 
Acacias 

Aurantii      .  . 
Digitalis 
Ferri  lodid : 

"    Citratis  . 
Gallas 
Ipecac : 
Limonis 
Lobelias 
Marrub  Comp : 
Morph:  Sulph:  (Jackson's) 
Papaveris 
Prun  :  Virg  :  . 
Rhamni  Cathart:  Ang: 
Rhei  . 

"  Aromat: 
Sarsap:  Comp: 
ScillsB 

"   Comp:  . 
Simplex 
Sennas 

Senegas       .  .  - 

Tolutani 

Syrupus  Zingiberis 
TANNIN 
TAPIOCA  . 

TARTAR  EMETIC  (Vid:  Ant:  et  Pott  Tart :) 
TEREBINTHINA  Venet:  . 
TEST:  OST:  PRiEP : 
TINCTURA  Aconiti  Fol :  . 

"    Rad :  U.  S.  P.  . 
"     "  (Flemings) 
Aloes 

"  Comp; 
et  Myrrhas 
AssafcDtidas 
Arnicas  . 
Aurantii 
Belladonnas 
Benzoin :  Comp : 
Buchu  . 
Colombos 
Camphoras 


.  $0  50  per  pint. 

3  00 

gal. 

50 

pint. 

75 

dr. 

75 

dr. 

06 

lb. 

10 

lb. 

75 

oz. 

15 

lb. 

75 

lb. 

75 

lb. 

75 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

1  50 

lb. 

1  50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

3  00 

doz. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

75 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

1  00 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

25 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

50 

lb. 

31 

oz. 

25 

lb. 

30 

lb. 

75 

lb. 

50 

pint. 

10 

oz. 

12 

oz. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 

50 

pint. 
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TINCTURA  Cannab :  Ind:       ....         $0  12  per  oz. 

Cantharidis            .....  50  pint. 

Capsici            .....  50  pint. 

Cardam:  Comp:     .....  50  pint. 

Castorei           .          .          .          .          .           1  50  pint. 

"       Ammon:    .          .          .          .                2  00  pint. 

Catechu           .....  50  pint. 

Cinchonas              .....  75  pint. 

"       Comp:           ....  75  pint. 

Conii          ......  50  pint. 

Cubeba?           .                    .          .          .  50  pint. 

Digitalis      ......  50  pint. 

Ferri:  Acet:              ....  50  pint. 

"    Araar            .....  50  pint. 

"    Chlorid :           .          .          .          .  50  pint. 

Matico        .          .          .          .          .  06  oz. 

Gent :  Com :              .          .        • .          .  50  pint. 

Guaiaci       ......  50  pint. 

Guaiaci  Ammon :  75  pint. 

Humuli       ......  50  pint. 

Hyoscyami       .....  50  pint. 

Iodini         ......  75  pint. 

!<       Lugol's           ....  75  pint. 

Jalapa?        .          .....  50  pint. 

Kino    .            .....  50  pint. 

Krameria?              ...  50  pint. 

Lobelia?          .....  50  pint. 

Lupulinae    ......  50  pint. 

Myrrhs          .....  50  pint. 

Nuc:  Vomica?        .....  50  pint. 

Opii  75  pint. 

"    Acet:           ,          .          .          .                 1  00  pint. 

Opii  Camph:               ....  50  pint. 

Quassia?      ......  50  pint 

Rhei               .....  50  pint. 

"    et  Aloes       .....  50  pint. 

"    et  Gentiana?        .                    .          .  50  pint. 

Rhei  et  Senna?        .....  75  pint. 

Sanguinaria?               ....  50  pint. 

Saponis  Camph :              ....  50  pint. 

Scilla?             .....  50  pint. 

Senna?  Comp :.....  50  pint. 

Serpentaria?      .....  50  pint. 

Tolutani               .....  50  pint. 

Valeriana?        .....  50  pint. 

Valer:  Ammon:               ....  75  pint. 

Zingiberis:       .....  50  pint. 

TROCHES  Menth :  Pip:   75  lb. 

Soda  Carb 75  lb. 

Wistari,  in  Boxes    .          .          .          .                1  00  doz. 

Zingiberis          .....  75  lb. 

UNGUENTUM  Acid :  Nitric:         .          .         .  50  lb. 

Altha-a?            .....  75  lb. 

Aq:  Rosa?  (with  Glycerine)          ...  75  lb. 

Cantharid :  (for  dressing  Blisters)       .          .           1  00  lb. 

Cucumis     .         .         .          .         .                1  00  lb. 
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UNGUENTUM  Hufeland:        ....  1  00  per  lb. 

Hydrarg :  U.  S.  P.  (half  Mercury)          .         .  125  lb. 

"       Nitrat:       .....  50  lb. 

Picis  Liquldse         .          .          .          .  50  lb. 

Sabinaj            ...         .          .          .  50  lb. 

Simplex     ......  50  lb. 

Stramonii         .....  50  lb. 

Sulphuris              .         .          .  '       .         .  50  lb. 

VACCINE  VIRUS        .                   .         .          .  1  00  scab. 

VERATRIA   88  dr. 

VINUM  Album   2  00  gall. 

Antimonialis          .....  50  pint. 

VINUM  Aromat :           .....  1  00  pint. 

ColchiciRad:         .          .          .          .          .  75  pint. 

"       "    (English  from  recent  root)          .  1  50  pint. 

"    Sem :            .....  75  pint. 

Ferri     ......  50  pint. 

Ipecac 75  pint 

Opii      .          .          .          .          .          .  1  00  pint. 

Picis          .          .          .          .          .  1  25  gall. 

Rub:     ......  2  00  gall. 

Secale  Cornut 75  pint. 

YEAST  POWDERS,  in  Tin  Boxes       .          .          .  2  25  doz. 

ZINCI  Acetas           .         .         .         '.         .         .  12  oz. 

Carb :  Praecip :            .          .          .          .  12  oz. 

Cyanid:       ......  75  oz. 

Chlorid:           .....  25  oz. 

Iodid:         .          .          .          .          .  1  00  oz. 

Oxid :              .....  06  oz. 

Sulphas       .          .         .         .          .  25  lb. 

Valerianas        .....  50  dr. 


MEDICINAL  WARES, 


PHYSICIANS'  APPARATUS,  ETC., 


FOR  SALE  BY 


BULLOCK   &  CRENSHAW, 

N.  E.  CORNER  ARCH  AND  SIXTH  STREETS,  PHILADELPHIA. 


ADHESIVE  PLASTER,         .          .  .          .        SO  25  per  yard. 

"  "  in  cans  of  2  yards  $  width,  .    0  50  per  can. 

BED  PANS,  round  and  slant,  Queensware,    .         .  1  25  each. 

"       "       India  rubber,  for  inflation,    .  .  2  25  each. 

Fig.  1. 


BLEEDING  BOWLS,  gra- 
duated (Fig.  1),  .    0  75  each. 


BOTTLES,  Narrow  Mouth,  with  Stoppers  accurately  ground,- 

1  gallon, 
half  gallon, 
quart, 
pint, 

half  pint, 
4  oz., 

2  oz., 

1  oz., 
half  oz., 

BOTTLES,  Wide  Mouth,  with  Glass  Stoppers,- 
gallon, 

half  gallon,  . 
quart, 
pint,  . 
half  pint, 
4  oz., 

2  oz., 
1  oz., 


half  oz., 


.  7 

00  per  do 

4 

00    "  " 

.  2 

38    "  " 

1 

75    "  " 

1 

37    "  ¥ 

1 

12    «  " 

.  1 

00    "  " 

0 

90    "  " 

.  0 

90    "  ;< 

9 

00    "  " 

.  4 

50    "  " 

2 

75    "  « 

.  2 

00    "  " 

1 

50    11  ''■ 

.  1 

25    "  « 

1 

00    "  " 

.  0 

90    "  " 

0 

90    "  " 

MEDICINAL   WARES,  ETC. 
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BOTTLES,  Strong  Green  Glass,  with  Glass  Stoppers,  for  Acids  — 


half  gallon,  ..... 

.  $0 

25 

each. 

quart,     .         .  ... 

0 

19 

a 

pint,  ...... 

.  0 

15 

a 

half  pint,  . 

0 

12 

u 

BOTTLES,  Assorted,  in  Gross  Boxes,  see  Vials. 

BOXES,  Chip  Nested,  12  Nests  in  a  paper, 

.  0 

15 

paper. 

"       Paper,  Chip  Nested,  English, 

0 

20 

BOUGIES,  Elastic,  .          .     _  . 

.  ii 

25 

per  doz. 

'■'           "       with  Ivory  tips, 

1 

50 

«  a 

"        Metallic,  .... 

"        Elastic  (English,  very  superior),  . 

0 

75 

each. 

''•        Gutta  Percha,  French,  . 

.  0 

25 

it 

"        Catgut,  . 

0 

12 

cc 

"  Wax,  

.  0 

12 

a 

Fig.  2. 


BREAST  EXHAUSTERS, 

Elastic  (Fig.  2),       .  $1  00  each. 


Fig.  3. 


BREAST  PIPES  (Fig.  3), 


25  each. 


BREAST  PUMPS, 

BRUSHES,  Cam.  Hair,  for  Throat, 

CATHETERS,  Elastic, 

"  "       with  Ivory  tips, 

"  "       Silver— Male,  . 

"  "  "      Female,  . 

"       (English,  very  superior), 

"  Gntta  Percha.  French, 

COLLODION,  in  oz.  Stop.  Bot.', 
CORKS,  Bottle  and  Vial,  all  sizes,  . 

2 


$2  50  each. 
60  to  1  00  per  doz. 
1  " 


25 

50    "  " 
25  each. 
75  " 
75  « 
25  " 
00  per  do/. 


18  MEDICINAL   WARES,    ETC.,    FOR   SALE  BY 

Fig.  4. 


CORK  PRESSES  (Fig.  4),       SO  75  each. 


Fig.  5. 


CORK-SCREW  (Fig.  5), 


Fig.  6. 


CORK-SCREW  (Fig.  6), 


Fig.  7. 


CORK  SCREWS  (Fig.  7), 


COURT  PLASTER,  . 
Fig.  8. 


0  50  each. 


0  38  each. 


.    0  25  each. 


0  25  per  doz. 


ifciiiU'//    CUPPING  GLASSES  (Fig.  8)        .         .     1  25  per  doz 


DOMESTIC  INSTRUMENT  for  Self-Injection  (Maws),       2  50  each. 


BULLOCK    &    CRENSHAW,    PHILADELPHIA.  19 


EAR  TUBES,  Elastic  (Horn  mounted),  . 
"        "  "      (Ivory  mounted), 

Fig.  9. 


EYE-GLASSES.  Green  and  White 
Glass  (Fig.  9), 


.  $1  75  each. 
3  00  " 


0  20  each. 


Fig.  10. 


EVAPORATING  DISHES,  Fine  Porcelain  (Figure  10), 


No.  00.  Contents  1  oz., 

0.  <<       It  oz., 

1.  <!       2  oz., 

2.  «       3  oz., 

3.  "       4  oz., 

4.  "       5  oz., 

5.  «       6  oz., 

6.  "        12  oz., 

7.  "  pint. 

8.  "  li  pints, 

9.  "  3  pints, 

10.  "  6  pints, 

11.  "       8  pints, 
EVAPORATING  DISHES,  Berlin 

No.  00.  Contents  2  oz.,  . 


0. 
1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


3  oz., 

4  oz., 
8  oz., 
pint,  . 
li  pints, 
quart, 

3  pints, 
half  gallon 
gallon, 
li  gallons 
2  gallons, 


Porcelain.  2d 


EVAPORATING  DISHES,  Small,  in  Nests 
FINGER-STALLS  of  Gum  Elastic, 
FILTERING  PAPER, 


FUNNEL  GLASS  (Fig.  11) :_ 
Half  gallon, 
Quart, 
Pint, 

Half  pint, 
4  oz., 
2  oz., 
1  OZ., 


quality 


SO  12 
0  15 
0  20 
0  25 
0  30 
0  35 
0  45 
0  55 
0  70 

0  90 

1  50 

2  25 

3  00 

0  12 
0  15 
0  18 
0  25 
0  35 
0  50 

0  75 

1  00 
1  15 
1  37 

1  62 

2  00 
0  75 

0  75  per  doz. 
0  25  per  quire. 


$0  37 
0  25 
0  20 
0  18 
0  15 
0  12 
0  12 
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Fig.  12. 


Fig.  13. 


FUNNELS,  Porcelain,  for  Filtering  Hot 
Liquids  (Fig.  12)  : — 

No.  4.  Half  gallon,  .          .  $1  25 

3.  Quart,    .          .  .          1  00 

2.  Pint,          .  .          .     0  75 

1.  Half  pint,         .  .          0  62 

0.  4  oz.,         .  .          .     0  38 


FUNNELS,  Porcelain,  Perforated,  for 
Draining  (Fig.  13)  : — 

No.  4.  Half  gallon,  .          .  $1  25 

3.  Quart,  .  .          1  00 

2.  Pint,         .  .          .     0  75 

1.  Half  pint,        .  .          0  62 

0.  4  oz.,        .  .          .    0  40 


Fig.  14. 


FUNNELS,  Porcelain,  with  large  holes 
for  rapid  Filtration  (Fig.  14): — 
No.  3.  Quart,     .  .  $1  00 

2.  Pint,  .  0  75 

1.  Half  pint,  .    0  50 

0.  4  oz.,  .  0  38 


Fig.  15. 


FUNNELS,  WEDGWOOD  WARE  (Fig.  15):— 

No.  3.  i  pint,  .         .          .         .  SO  38 

5.  pint,         .  .  .  0  62 

7.  quart,  .  .  .  .  .    1  12 


FUNNELS,  GLASS,  with  Stop  Cock  for  separating  fluids 
of  different  densities  (Fig.  16) : — 

i  gall.         .  .  .  .  .  .  $3  00 

quart,    .          .          .         .          .  2  50 

pint,  .         .         .         .         .         .    2  00 

i  pint,  .         .         .         .         .         .         1  75 


BULLOCK    &    CRENSHAW,  PHILADELPHIA. 
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Fig.  17. 


FUNELS,  QUEENS  WARE,  with  Perforated 
Diaphragms  for  preparing  Tinctures  and  Infu- 
sions by  displacement  (Fig.  17) : — 


i  gall, 
quart, 
pint,  . 


$1  50  each. 
1  25  " 
1  00 


GALLIPOTS,  1  to  4  oz.  four  in  a  nest,  .         .          .  $0  08  nest. 

GLASS,  English,  very  thin,  for  Microscopic  Preparations, 

GOLD  BEATERS,  Skin,   0  75  doz. 

Fig.  18. 

GRADUATED  MEASURES,  Glass,  accurate  (Fig.  18)  :— 


16  oz. 
12  oz. 

8  oz. 

6  oz. 

4  oz. 

3  oz. 

2  oz. 

1  oz. 


Si  25  each. 

1  00  " 

0  88  " 

0  75  " 

0  62  " 

0  56  " 

0  50  " 

0  37  " 


Fig.  19. 


Minim  (Fig.  19), 


50  each. 


HAIR  GLOVES,   $1  00  pair. 

HAIR  BELTS  1  00  each. 

HEIFERS'  TEATS,      ......    1  25  doz. 

HORN  SCOOPS,  1  50  " 
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Fig.  20. 


HYDROMETERS,  Baume's  Scale  (Fig.  20).  These  Hydro- 
meters are  made  with  great  care  by  J.  G.  Grenier,  a  cele- 
brated manufacturer  in  Berlin,  and  their  entire  accuracy 
may  be  relied  on. 

For  acids,  syrups,  and  liquids  heavier  than  water, 

graduated  from   0°  to  68°,        .  .  .  $3 

For  Spirits,  10°  to  49°,   ...  3 

For  Ethers,  30°  to  65°,        .          .  .3 

For  Acids,  Alcohol,  and  Ether,  a  good  article,  1 


25  each. 
25  « 
25  « 
00  " 


Fig.  21. 


HYDROMETER  JARS,  for  floating  Hydrometers 
(Fig.  21), .  .         .          .          .    $0  50  to 


75 


INFUSION  MUGS,  pint, 
Fig.  22. 


SI  25 


INJECTING  BAGS,  elastic  (Fig.  22) 
Female,  . 
Male, 


INHALERS,  for  administering  Chloroform, 

"  "  Iodine, 

ISINGLASS  PLASTER  (Husband's),  . 
ISSUE  PEAS,  .... 


$1  25 
1  00 


75 
0  38 
0  75  yd. 
0  38  hun'd. 


BULLOCK    &   CRENSHAW,  PHILADELPHIA. 
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JARS,  QUEENSWARE,  Covered,  English  :— 

quart,  ..... 

pint,  ...... 

half-pint,  ..... 

4  oz.  . 

2  OZ. 

1  oz.  . 

LABELS,  Latin  in  books  for  shop  furniture, 

"         "     for  specimens  in  Materia  Medica, 

Fig.  23. 


SO  38  each. 

0  18 

1  25  doz. 
1  00 

0  88 

0  75 

1  50 
0  50 


Fig.  24. 


LAMPS,  SPIRIT.  Berzelius' pattern  (Fig. 

23),  $5  50 


LAMPS,  SPIRIT,  Rose's  pattern  (Fig. 

24),  .  .  .  .  $5  50 
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Fig.  25. 


LINT,  best  Linen,     .         .          .         .  .         .          .    $1  25 


Fig.  29. 

JLg      MARSHE'S  ARSENIC  APPARATUS  (Fig.  29),     .    $2  50 


BULLOCK    <fc    CRENSHAW,    PHILADELPHIA.  25 


MEDICINE  CHESTS,  furnished  to  order. 
MORTARS,  GLASS  :— 

2  oz. 

4  oz. 

6  oz. 


Fie.  30. 


Fig.  31. 


MORTARS,  IRON  (Fig.  30)  :— 
No.  1,  half-pint, 

2,  pint, 

3,  li  pint, 
4-,  quart, 

5,  3  pints, 

6,  half-gall.  . 

7,  1  gall. 


MORTARS,  WEDGWOOD  (Fig.  31) 
No.  000,  2  oz. 
00,  3  oz. 

0,  4  oz.  . 

1,  6  oz. 

2,  8  oz.  . 

3,  12  oz. 

4,  pint,  . 
6,  quart, 
8,  half-gall. 


Fig.  32. 


NIPPLE  GLASSES  (Fig.  32), 


NIPPLE  SHIELDS,  wooden, 
Fig.  33. 


SO  35 
0  50 
0  75 


SO  37 
0  50 
0  62 

0  87 

1  00 

1  37 

2  00 


SO  37  each. 
0  40 
0  50 
0  56 
0  75 

0  88 

1  12 

1  50 

2  50 


1  00  doz. 
1  25 


NIPPLE  SHIELDS,  with  gum  tip  (Fig.  33). 

SO  25  each. 


Fig.  34. 


NIPPLE  SHIELDS,  METALLIC  (Fig.  34).  $0  20  each. 


OILED  SILK,  . 

PALETTE  KNIVES,  see  Spatulas. 
PAPER,  WRAPPING,  all  kinds. 


PESSARIES,  GLASS,  Disk  (Fig.  38),  . 


«     PESSARIES  GLASS,  Globular  (Fig.  39) 
Gum  elastic,  various  kinds. 


$1  00  yard. 


$2  50  doz. 


2  50 


PLASTER  IRON,   

PLASTERS — Spread,  Hemlock,  Burgundy  Pitch,  Warming, 
and  Strengthening : — 
No.  1.  4  by  6, 

2.  5  by  8,  . 

3.  6  by  10, 

PILL  MACHINES,  Brass  for  12  pills, 
«  "  24  " 


$1  00  each. 


$1  00  doz. 

1  50 

2  00 
$*3  50 

5  50 


BULLOCK 
Fig.  40. 


&    CRENSnAW,  PHILADELPHIA. 
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TILES,  Graduated  (Fig.  40),     .    $0  50  to  $1 


Fig.  41. 


TILES,  Plain  (Fig.  41), 


$0  50  to  $1  00 


POCKET  CASES  for  Medicines,  morocco,  containing  10  bottles,  .  $150 
POCKET  CASES  for  Medicines,  of  various  sizes,  containing  from 

12  to  24  bottles,      .....     from  $1  50  to  $2  50 


Fi<r.  42. 


PRECIPITATING  JARS  (Fig.  42) : 
Half  gallon, 
Quart, 
Pint, 

Half  pint, 


Figs.  43  and  44. 


$0  62 
0  37 
0  31 
0  25 


RETORTS,  GLASS, 
Plain  and  Tubu- 
lated, 1  oz.  to  1 
gallon  (Figs.  43 
and  44),  $0  19  to  $1  25 
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Fig.  45. 


RETORT  STANDS,  Iron,  with  3  rings, 

(Fig.  45),       .          .         .         $1  50 


SADDLE-BAGS  furnished  to  order. 

SIEVES,  Bolting  Cloth,  for  very  fine  powders,  7  inch,        $0  37 
SPATULAS,  Steel,  English,— 

8  inch,         .  .         .         .  .  .     0  50 

7  inch,    .  .  .  .  .  .  0  38 

6  inch,         .          .          .         .  .         .0  31 

5  inch,    .         .          .         .         .         .         0  25 

4  inch,         .  .  .  .  .  .     0  19 

3  inch,    .  .  .  .  .  .  0  15 

SPATULAS,  Porcelain,  for  Acid  Ointments,— 

4  inch,         .  .  .  .  .  .0  31  each. 

6  inch,   0  38  " 

9  inch,         .  .         .  •  .    0  60  " 

Fi"f-  46. 


SCALES  AND  WEIGHTS,  Eng., 
(Fig.  46),     .         .  .  $1  25 


Fig.  47. 


SPECIE  JARS,  with  Covers  (Fig.  47)  :— 

1  gallon,       .          .          .          .  $5  00  per  doz. 

Half  gallon,        .          .          .  3  00    "  " 

Quart,           .          .          .          .  2  00    "  " 

Pint,       .          .          .          .  1  75    "  " 

Half  pint,      .          .         .         .  1  00    "  " 


BULLOCK    &   CRENSHAW,  PHILADELPHIA. 


Fig.  48. 


SPECIFIC  GRAVITY  BOTTLES,  holding 
1000  Grains  of  Distilled  Water,  with  Per- 
forated Stopper  and  Counterpoise  Weight, 
(Fig.  48),  $3  50 


SPEC.  GRAV.  BOTTLES,  holding  100  grains  Distilled 
Water  as  above,  ..... 
Fig.  49. 


S2  00 


SPEC.  GRAV.  BOTTLES,  holding  1000  grains 
Distilled  Water,  without  Stopper  mark  on 
Neck  (Fig.  49),        .  .         .          .  $1  50 


SHEEPSKINS,  various  kinds. 

SPONGE,  Prepared  for  Surgical  use,  various  kinds. 
Fig.  50. 


SPERMATORRtKEAL  RINGS. 
(Fig.  50.) 


SPECULUMS  FOR  UTERUS, 
Glass  (Fig.  51), 
Metallic.  . 


SO  50  each. 
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Fig.  52. 


SPECULUMS  FOR  UTERUS, 
Glass,  covered  with  Silver, 
and  re-coaled  with  Gutta 
Percha  (Fig.  52),         .       $1  50  each. 


SPECULUMS  FOR  UTERUS, 

Coated  as  above,  and  with  aperture  in  side,  .  $1  50  each. 

German  Silver,  Bivalve,            .          .  .          4  00  " 

"          "          "       Handles  detached,  .    4  50  " 

"          "     Trivalve,           .          .  .          5  00  " 

"          "     Quartovalve,  .          .          .  .    9  00  " 

"          "     for  Anus,           .          .  ;          4  00  " 
"          "     for  Ear,  .... 
Fig.  53. 


SPITTING  CUPS.  Queensware, 
Movable  Tops  (Fig.  53), 


with 


50  each. 


STETHOSCOPES,  Cedar,  plain,  . 

"  "      Ivory  mounted, 

"  Ebony,  plain,  . 

"  "      Ivory  mounted, 

"  Ivory  mounted,  with  Pleximeter, 

STOMACH  TUBES,  

SUSPENSORY  BANDAGES,  Silk  and  Cotton,   .    0  25  to  0  75 

Fig.  54. 


$0  50  each. 
0  75  " 
0  62  " 

0  88  " 

1  50  " 
1  00  " 


SYRINGES,  Glass,  Male  and  Female  (Fig.  54). 
Metal  Capped,  Small, 
"  "  Medium, 

"          "  Large, 
Glass,  curved,  for  Uterus, 
"       "       for  Ear, 
Fig.  55. 


$1  25  per  doz. 

1  50    "  " 

2  50  "  " 
4  00    "  " 

3  00    "  " 


TEST  TUBES,  ON  FOOT, 

Large  (Fig.  55),  .  $1  00  each. 
Medium,        .  0  75  <; 

Small,        .  .    0  62  " 

Assorted,        .  0  75  <: 

For  Arsenic,  assorted,  1  00  " 
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Fig.  56. 


THERMOMETERS,  in  Japanned  Tin  Frames, 

7  inch,      .  .  .  .  .  .  SO  62  each. 

8  inch,   0  75  " 

10  inch,      .         .         .         .         .  .    0  88  " 

12  inch,  .         .         .         .         .  I  00  " 
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Fig.  59. 


THERMOMETERS,  Small,  on  Ivory  Scale,  with 
Bulb  projecting  below  the  Scale,  gradu- 
ated from  50°  to  140°  F.  (Fig.  59),       .  $ 
Chemical  (various  kinds),       .       $2  00  to 


>1  50  each. 
6  00  " 


TONGUE  DEPRESSERS,  Pearl,  . 

TWINE,  LINEN,  Fine,  .... 

"  Coarse, 
TEST  PAPERS,  Red  and  Blue,  Litmus  and  Turmeric, 
URINALS,  GLASS,  Male,  .  ... 
Fig.  60. 


URINALS,  GLASS, 
Female  (Eig.  60), 


SO  75  each. 
0  20  per  ball. 
0  37    «  " 
0  06  per  sheet. 
0  38  each. 


$0  38  each. 


URINALS,  Queens- 
ware,  male  and 
female  (Fig.  61), 

$0  50  each. 


BULLOCK    &    CRENSHAW,  PHILADELPHIA. 
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URINALS,  Female, 
Slipper  Pattern, 
Large  (Fig.  C2),  $1  38  each 
Medium,      .       1  23  " 


Fig.  63. 


UMNOMETERS,  for  ascertaining  the 
Specific  Gravity  of  Urine;  Glass,  con- 
taining a  delicate  Ivory  Scale,  very 
accurate  (London),  (Fig.  63). 


$3  00  each. 


Fig.  64. 


URINOMETER  CASES, 
containing  Urinometer 
and  Graduated  Glass 
for  floating  it,  a  deli- 
cate Thermometer,  and 
Test  Papers,  complete 
(Fig.  64).    .    $5  00  each. 


WATCH  GLASSES,  for  Use  as  small  Evaporating  Dishes,  SO  75  perdoz. 
VIALS,  Assorted,  octagonal,  from  i  oz.  to  8  oz.,  in  gross  boxes.  2  75  per  gross 
Plain,  long,  from  i  oz.  to  8  oz.,  in  gross 

boxes,      .  .  .  .  o  25    "  " 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  ETC. 


AMPUTATING. 

1  CAPITAL  SAW, 

1  METACARPAL  SAW, 

2  CAPITAL  KNIVES, 
1  CATLINE  KNIFE. 
1  Pair  ARTERY  FORCEPS,  with  SliJer, 

1  SCALPEL,  Steel  Handle,  /  Sl'OOeach. 

1  Pair  BONE  NIPPERS, 
1  TOURNIQUET, 
12  CURVED  NEEDLES. 
1  TENACULUM, 

In  a  neat  Mahogany  Case,  Brass  mounted. 


TREPANNING. 

2  TREPHINES,  -s 

1  ELEVATOR.  / 

1  HEYS  SAW,  >         SlO  00  each. 

1  SCALPEL,  with  Raspiter,  I 

1  BRUSH.  J 

la  a  neat  Mahogany  Case,  Brass  mounted. 


MIDWIFERY. 

1  Pair  FORCEPS, 

1  VECTIS,  ( 
1  CROTCHET.  >  SlO  00  eacli. 

1  PERFORATING  SCISSORS,  \ 
1  BLUNT  HOOK,  -> 
In  a  neat  Leather  case. 


DISSECTING. 

6  SCALPELS,  "\ 

1  SINGLE  HOOK,  / 

1  DOUBLE  HOOK,  with  a  Joint.  \ 

1  Pair  FORCEPS,  ( 

1  SILVER  BLOW  PIPE,  \ 

1  Pair  SCISSORS,  ) 

In  a  neat  Mahogany  or  Morocco  Case. 
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EYE  INSTRUMENTS. 

3  KNIVES, 

1  IRIS  KM  EE, 

2  NEEDLES,  Curved  and  Straight, 

i  CURETTE  AND  HOOK,  >  $9  00  each. 

I  SILVER  SPECULUM, 

1  Pair  FORCEPS, 

1  Pais  CURVED  SCISSORS, 

In  a  vent,  Case. 


CASE   OF    EXTRACTING  INSTRUMENTS. 

WITH  IVORY  HANDLES. 

1  FOX'S  SPRING  ROLT  KEY, 

2  Pah;  TEETH  FORCEPS,  Curved  and 

Straight,  Double  Joints, 
1  TOOTH  PUNCH, 
1  GUM  LANCET,  ' 

//(  a.  neat  Leather  Case. 

With  Ebony  bandies,         .          .          .  .          .    <jj>3  75. 


S4  50  each. 


POCKET   INSTRUMENTS,    NO.  i, 

Pair  CROOKED  SCISSORS. 
Pair  STRAIGHT  " 
Pair  DRESSING  FORCEPS, 
Pair  DISSECTING  FORCEPS, 
DIRECTOR, 
SPA  TULA. 
SILVER  PROBES, 
TONSIL  FORCEPS, 
CURVED  Probe-Pointed  BISTOURY, 
Urge  SCALPEL, 

GUM  LANCET,  f         88  00  each. 

ABSCESS  LANCET. 
TENACULUM, 
Small  SCALPEL. 
STRAIGHT  SPEAR  BISTOURY, 
SILVER  FEMALE  CATHETER, 
PUVSICK'S  FORCEPS  AND  NEEDLE, 
THUMB  LANCET, 
CURVED  NEEDLES, 

In  a  mat  Morocco  Case,  with  a  Loch. 

POCKET  CASES,  similar  to  No.  1.  Containing  a  Silver  Male  and  Female 
Qatheter,  extra  heavy,  510  00  each. 
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PHLEBOTOMY. 

SILVER  SPRING  LANCET,  Button  Trigger, 

<£  N          "  Lever, 
BRASS   <:  " 

BRASS  HORSE    :£  "... 

THUMB  LANCETS,  

<:  French  (Charriere's), 

"  English  Crown  (Evan's) 

LANCET  PHLEMES,    .    1  . 

IMITATION  SILVER  SPRING  LANCETS. 

"  ;1  <:  Button  Trigger 


AMPUTATING   AND  TREPANNING. 

In  one  Case,    .......    #26  00  each. 


3  00 

0  75 

1  50 
0  38 
0  75 
0  75 

0  12 

1  50 

2  00 


CUPPING  INSTRUMENTS. 

1  BRASS  PUMP,  or  EXHAUSTER,        j     %  , 
5  CUPPING  GLASSES,  j     *  6  00  eacn' 

In  a  neat  Mahogany  Case. 

With  German  SCARIFICATOR,         .  .  .  .  *5  50  each. 

With  American  '•'  .  .  .  7  00  '• 

CUPPING  INSTRUMENTS,  as  above,  with  stopcocks  to 

glasses,        .  .  .  .  .    4  50  11 

"  with  German  SCARIFICATOR,     .         G  50  :: 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS, 

FURNISHED  TO  ORDER. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


SCARIFICATORS.  American,       .          .          .  S3  50  each. 

"            '  small,        .          .          .          .          .  3  50 

"              German  Silver,          .          .          .  4  00  !; 

"  '           German,     .          .          .                   .  2  00  '•' 

OBSTETRICAL  FORCEPS,  Hodge's,      .          .          .  5  00  " 

"                 "         Huston's,          .          .          .  5  00  !: 

"                 "         Heighton's,  .          .          .  5  00  " 

"                  "          Davies',  .          .          .          .  5  00  " 
BRASS  CUPPING  AND  STOMACH  PUMP,  with  Injecting 

Apparatus  and  6  Glasses  combined,  Mahogany  case,  .  10  00  " 
BRASS  STOMACH  PUMP  and  Injecting  Apparatus  com- 
bined, in  a  Mahogany  case,  .  .  .  .  7  00  " 
BRASS  ANATOMICAL  SYRINGE.  36  oz.  with  7  pipes.  .  16  00  " 
1  BRASS  PUMP  and  Breast  Glass,  in  a  neat  Case,  .  3  25  " 
PROBANGS,  Bent  and  Straight,  .  .  .  .  0  38  " 
ANNELL'S  SYRINGE  for  Eye  (Silver),  with  Straight  and 

Bent  Gold  Paper,  in  neat  Morocco  Case,      .       -  .          .  8  00  " 

TONSIL  INSTRUMENTS,  Physick,         .          .          .  5  00  " 

METALLIC  SOUNDERS  (Mayo's),    .          .          .          .  0  75  <: 
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METALLIC  SYRINGES,   BEST  QUALITY. 


'24  oz.  Self-Injecting,  in  Cases,  .  .  .  .  ^f2  25  each. 

16  oz.  "  "  .  .  .  .  1  50  " 

10  oz.  "  "  2r  ™  .     1  25  " 

6  oz.  not  Self-Injecting,  in  Cases,  .  .  .  0  75  " 

24  oz.  "  no  Cases,  .  .  1  75  " 

16  oz.  "  "        .  .  .  .  1  25  " 

10  oz.  "  "  ....     0  75  " 

6  oz.  "  "  0  56  " 

4  oz.  "  ':  .  .  .  .     0  38  " 

2  oz.  "  '■'        .  .  .  .  0  31" 

1  oz.             "                "             .          .          .          .0  15 
MAW'S  Self  Apparatus,           .          .          .          .          2  25  " 

METALLIC  SYRINGES,   MEDIUM  QUALITY. 

24  oz.  Self-Injecting,  in  Cases,         .  .  .          .  Si  75  each. 

16  oz.  "  "  ....  1  25  " 

10  oz.  ?■  «  .  .1  00  | 

6  oz.  not  Self-Injecting,  in  Cases,  .  .  .  0  56  " 

24  oz.  "  no  Cases,      .  .  .  .     1  25  " 

16  oz.  "  "        ....  1  00  " 

10  oz.  "  "  ....     0  62  " 

6  oz.  "  "  .  .  .  0  38  " 

4  oz.  "  "  ....     0  31  " 

2  oz.  "  "        .  .  .  .  0  25  " 

1  oz.  "'  "  ....     0  12  " 

METALLIC  SYRINGES,  THIRD  QUALITY. 

24  oz.  Self-Injecting,  in  Cases,    .  .  .  .        $1  00  each. 

16  oz.  "  "  ....     0  88  " 

10  oz.  "  "        Hf*    i  %    r  .       .    .  0  75  " 

6  oz.  not  Self-Injecting,  in  Cases,      .  .  .  0  38  " 

24  oz.  "  no  Cases,  .  .  .          0  75  " 

16  oz.  "  '■■  ....     0  62  " 

10  oz.  "  "        ....  0  50  " 

6  oz.  "'  "  .  .  .031" 

4  oz.  "  -         .  .  .  .  0  25  " 

2  oz.  "'  "  .  .  .  .0  20  " 
1  oz.             "                "        ....          0  10  " 

WOMB  SYRINGES,  BEST  QUALITY. 

6  oz.  Ring  Handles,  in  Cases,  .  .  .  .  $1  00  each. 

6  oz.  Wood    "          "  ....  1  00  " 

4  oz.  Ring     "          "  .  .          .         .    0  90  " 

4  oz.  Wood    "  "  .  .          .  .          0  90  " 

2  oz.  Ring     «  "  .  .  .  .  .    0  75    "  , 

2  oz.  Wood    «  «  .  .  .  .  0  75  " 

Doctor  Chase's  Vagina,  with  Cases,  .  .  .  1  12  " 

Female,     .          .  .  .  .  .         .         0  15  " 

Male,    .  .  .  .      %j  .-*J^fi  0  10  " 

Ear,  with  Ivory  Pipe,        .  .  .  .  .         0  31" 
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Fig.  c>5. 


Syiungfs,  French,  Self- 
acting.  The  liquid  is 
introduced  at  once  into 
tlie  Syringe,  dispensing 
with  any  other  vessel. 
The  force,  quantity,  and 
direction  of  the  current  is 
regulated  by  the  stop- 
cock and  flexible  tube  at 
the  bottom  (Fig.  65). 

No.  I.  Contents  12  oz.,       85  00  each. 

2.  "       20  oz.,         6  00  '• 

3.  "       30  oz.,        7  00  " 


SKELETONS. 

IN  NEAT  BOXES,  WITH  LOCK  AND  KEY. 

SKELETONS,  Articulated  and  Bleached,      .          .  .  *-IO  00  each. 

SKELETONS.  Articulated,  not  Bleached.    '      .          .  30  00  '• 

SKELETONS.  Disarticulated  and  Bleached,  .          .  .     20  00  ft 

SKELETONS,  Disarticulated,  not  Bleached,       .          .  15  00  " 

HEADS — Sawn  and  furnished  with  movable  Articulations. 
The  sections  exhibiting  the  Nasal,  Frontal,  and  Sphenoidal 
Sinuses,  and  the  Antrum  Maxillare.  Also,  the  Internal 
Ear,  with  apparatus,  bones,  muscles,  memb.  tympani, 
nerves  and  vessels.  A  complete  and  beautiful  preparation,  18  00  £f 
HEADS — Disarticulated.  The  bones  separated,  and  con- 
tained in  the  compartments  of  a  pasteboard  box,  .  10  00  " 
HANDS  and  FEET  Ariiculated  on  Calgut.  The  bones  can 
be  separated  on  the  strings,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  inspec- 
tion of  each.  By  drawing  the  string  they  are  all  brought 
into  position,          .          .          .          .          .  2  50  u 

FEMALE  PELVIS,  with  Ligaments,    ...  10  00  " 

FCETAL  HEADS,  '   2  00  " 


ANATOMICAL  PREPARATIONS 

OF  ALL  KINDS,  IMPORTED  TO  ORDER. 

We  subjoin  a  list  of  a  few,  with  the  cash  prices  for  importing  to  order. 
When  the  order  amounts  to  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  it  will  be  imported 
immediately,  otherwise  it  will  be  retained  on  hand  until  we  are  getting 
other  goods  from  Paris,  which  will  probably  be  several  times  a  year. 

HEADS,  entire,  Articulated,          ....  $5  00  to  $8  00 

"  u  Disarticulated,  .  .  .  .  6  00  to  10  00 
l!         "             "             and   remounted  with  the 

bones  separated  by  short  intervals  (style  Beauchene),  50  00 
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HEADS.  Sawn,  with  preparations  of  internal  and  middle 
ear,         .  .  .  .  . 

"         "       with  horizontal  and  vertical  Section*, 
Preparation  of  the  INTERNAL  EAR, 

i:  11     MIDDLE  EAR, 

14  TEMPORAL  BONES,  demonstrating  the  History  of  the 

Ear,  

FEMALE  PELVIS,  with  Ligaments. 

FCETAL  HEADS.  M 

HANDS  or  FEET,  Articulated,     .  .  .  . 

"  "        (style  Beauehene), 

FCETAL  SKELETONS,     .         .         .  . 
Series  of  nine  FCETAL  SKELETONS. 
HISTORY  OF  DENTITION,  from  the  fetal  conditions  to 

old  age,  exemplified  by  22  Preparations  under  Glass, 
JAW  in  Childhood,  from  1st  to  2d  Dentition,  . 
TEETH,  Natural,  a  Complete  Set.  Wired, 
PHRENOLOGICAL  HEADS  (Natural), 
HEADS  OF  CHILDREN  during  1st  and  2d  Dentition, 
SAWN  HEADS,  upon  Supports,  under  Glass, 
FCETUS,  Disarticulated,  within  a  Frame,  . 
MANIKINS,  for  the  Study  of  the  Mechanism  of  Labor. 
HEADS,  with  Nerves,  Arteries,  and  Veins, 
HALF  FACE,  Vertical  Section,  with  5th  pair  of  Nerves 

"  l!       Arteries,  Internal  Maxillary, 

EAR.  with  its  Dependencies,  Nerves,  and  Vessels. 
HEAD,  with  Preparations  of  the  Dura  Mater, 


$15  00 
8  00 
5  00 
3  00 

55  00 

8  00  to  10  00 

2  00 

1  50  to    2  00 

(5  00 

7  00 
50  00 

150  00 
6  00  to    8  00 

6  00  to    8  00 

7  00  to   8  00 

8  00 
10  00 
10  00 

30  00  to  50  00 
60  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 


AN  ASSORTMENT  OF  THE  SKELETONS  OF  ANIMALS. 

HEADS  OF  ANIMALS,  Disarticulated  and  Mounted,  in  the  style  of 
Beauchene,  &c,  &c. 

CHESTS  containing  a  complete  set  of  PURE  CHEMICAL  REAGEN  i  S, 
with  the  necessary  Apparatus  for  Chemical  Analysis. 
Also,  CHESTS  for  TOXICOLOGICAL  Research,  arranged  to  order. 


Terms,  CASH,  with  5  per  cent,  discount,  or  Credit  with  apptoved 
reference. 


MAGNETO-ELECTRIC  MACHINES, 


FOE 

MEDICAL  PURPOSES. 

These  machines  operate  without  acids.  The  power  is  derived 
from  a  permanent  magnet,  and  can  be  regulated  from  a  weak 
current  to  one  of  an  intensity  sufficient  for  all  medical  purposes. 

The  machine  operates  simply  by  turning  a  crank.  The  elec- 
tric current  is  applied  by  means  of  flexible  wires  connecting  with 
insulated  handles. 

These  batteries  are  the  most  approved  form  in  use :  they  have 
received  the  sanction  of  the  professors  of  most  of  our  medical 
schools,  and  are  used  by  many  of  our  eminent  city  practitioners. 

In  cases  of  ZSTeuraljria,  Rheumatism.  Paralvsis.  and  Narcotic 
Poisoning,  they  have  been  eminently  successful. 

The  batteries  are  contained  in  a  neat  mahogany  box,  with  lock 
and  key. 

TRICE  510  SETT. 
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TREATMENT  OF  ALVEOLAR  ABSCESS. 

By  Charles  W.  Ballard. 

The  following  method  of  treating  Alveolar  Abscess  has  not,  I  be- 
lieve, been  laid  before  the  Profession.  I  have  been  pursuing  it  for 
several  years  with  an  almost  uniform  success,  and  now  feel  warranted 
in  recommending  the  practice.  I  do  not  think  the  number  of  failures 
to  cure  abscess  of  from  ten  days'  to  two  years'  standing  have  amounted 
to  five  per  cent,  on  the  number  treated.  It  must  be  understood,  how- 
ever, that  I  have  by  this  method  treated  no  case  where  the  disease 
has  been  caused  by  external  violence,  applied  so  as  to  injure  the  al- 
veolar processes,  and  but  few  where  it  has  been  the  result  of  sponta- 
neous death  of  the  nervous  pulp  without  apparent  exposure  or  injury 
from  the  surface ;  in  these  few,  however,  the  success  of  the  treatment 
has  been  of  the  most  satisfactory  nature. 

Almost  all  cases  of  alveolar  abscess  are  caused  by  the  decomposi- 
tion of  the  pulp  which,  extending  to,  or  in  its  results  affecting  the 
periosteum  of  the  tooth,  gives  rise  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  in- 
flammation of  that  membrane;  lymph  is  thrown  out,  a  sack  is  formed 
which,  becoming  filled  with  pus,  eventually  bursts,  and  its  contents 
force  an  opening  through  the  gum,  causing  the  unsightly  and  often 
painful  abscess,  and  from  which  is  discharged  into  the  mouth  a  quan- 
tity of  matter  of  the  most  injurious  and  often  offensive  character. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  exciting  and  continuing  cause  of  this  discharge 
must  be  the  decomposed  substance  contained  in  the  nerve  cavity  of 
the  tooth.    Of  course  no  plan  of  treatment  could  prove  successful 
which  did  not  entirely  eradicate  the  decomposed  mass;  and  experience 
31 


482 


THE  NEW-YORK 


has  taught  me  that,  unless  every  trace  of  decomposition  in  or  about 
the  tooth  is  removed,  no  permanent  success  can  be  relied  upon 
or  even  expected.  I  had  been  led  to  believe  that  all  that  could  be 
done  in  these  cases  was  to  remove  the  decay  from  the  tooth,  as  well 
as  the  decomposed  substance  contained  in  the  nerve  cavity,  and  then, 
after  filling-  the  whole  with  gold  precisely  as  though  the  nerve  had 
just  been  excised  and  removed,  and  no  abscess  had  ever  existed,  to  cau- 
terize in  one  of  the  various  ways  the  abscess  or  external  opening  upon 
the  gum;  and  my  impression  is,  that  at  the  present  time  this  course 
of  procedure  constitutes  the  main  reliance  of  the  Dental  profession  for 
the  cure  of  this  most  annoying  disease. 

After  operating  in  this  manner  for  some  time,  and  finding  my  suc- 
cess not  equal  to  expectation,  I  set  it  down  as  a  poor  sort  of  "  forlorn 
hope  "  operation,  not  to  be  brought  into  requisition  until  other  treat- 
ment had  failed,  and  not  to  be  depended  upon  even  then.  In  theory, 
the  operation  seemed  good,  but  there  was  a  link  wanting  to  enchain 
success  to  the  practice,  and  this  link  I  believe  I  have  supplied. 

Some  three  years  since,  a  patient  came  to  me  complaining  of  an 
abscess  that  had  become  to  her  almost  unbearable.  The  history  she 
gave  of  it  was  an  "oft-repeated  tale."  The  tooth- — a  superior  left 
canine — had  become  diseased;  in  the  attempt  to  remove  the  carious 
portion,  so  much  pain  was  experienced  that  the  operator  determined 
to  put  something  (arsenic,  I  suppose)  into  it,  in  order  to  remove  the 
sensibility.  After  a  few  days  the  decay  was  removed  and  the  tooth 
filled.  In  a  few  weeks  it  began  to  give  trouble;  to  ache;  to  feel 
a  little  loose,  and  to  seem  longer  than  the  other  teeth.  Soon  it  com- 
menced to  throb,  the  face  to  swell,  and  then  an  abscess  formed  and 
discharged,  relieving  all  the  previous  symptoms,  but  continuing,  up  to 
the  time  of  application  to  me,  to  discharge  a  fluid  which,  becoming 
more  and  more  offensive,  had,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  rendered  the 
patient's  situation  an  exceedingly  unpleasant  one;  the  most  mortify- 
ing part  of  which  was,  the  consciousness  that  the  diseased  tooth 
caused  her  to  be  an  annoyance  to  her  friends.  Although  I  had  often 
met  with  similar  cases,  I  had  never  attempted  to  cure  an  abscess  of  so 
long  standing. 

The  patient  declared  her  willingness  to  have  the  tooth  extracted, 
provided  no  other  mode  of  relief  could  be  suggested.  After  explain- 
ing to  her  the  method  of  operating  pursued  in  such  cases,  and  inform- 
ing her  of  the  poor  chance  of  success,  she  requested  me  to  experiment 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


483 


with  a  view  to  both  save  the  tooth  and  rid  her  of  her  trouble.  Upon 
removing  the  filling  and  cutting  through  to  the  nerve  cavity,  with  the 
intention  of  removing  the  remains  of  the  decomposed  nerve,  I  was 
much  astonished  at  finding  the  cavity  empty,  and  perfectly  clean  and 
dry,  and  yet  connected  with  this  tooth  was  an  alveolar  abscess  of  the 
very  worst  description,  and  which  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  ori- 
ginated in  the  nerve  cavity.  This  cavity  had  never  been  opened  be- 
fore, so  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  nerve  to  have  been  removed  by 
manipulation.  According  to  the  generally  received  opinion,  this  ab- 
scess "  had  no  business  to  be  an  abscess;"  it  had  no  valid  excuse  for  ex- 
istence. There  were  no  remains  of  nerves  or  decomposed  matter  visi- 
ble; the  canal  was  perfectly  dry;  upon  filling  it  to  the  foramen  with 
floss  silk,  and  then  withdrawing  the  strands,  no  moisture  or  discolora- 
tion could  be  detected  upon  them.  In  fact  there  were  but  two  rea- 
sons why  the  case  could  not  have  been  taken  for  a  recently  perform- 
ed operation  of  removal  or  extirpation  of  the  nerve :  one  of  these  was 
the  absence  of  that  peculiar  pinkish  shade  always  noticed  in  the  pa- 
rietes  of  the  nerve  cavity,  and  which  is  due  to  the  translucent  pro- 
perties of  healthy  dentine;  and  the  other,  the  exhalation  of  the  odor 
mentioned  above,  which  was  by  many  degrees  more  powerful  than 
pleasant.  Not  caring  to  proceed  hastily  in  this  case,  and  having  full 
license  from  the  patient  to  experiment,  I  dismissed  her  after  having 
made  another  appointment. 

I  freely  confessed  that  this  case  perplexed  me  exceedingly.  After 
studying  it  for  some  time,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  decom- 
posed nerve  had  been  mostly  got  rid  of  by  means  of  the  abscess;  that 
the  remainder  had  been  infiltrated  into  the  dentine,  and  that  the  ef- 
fluvia arising  from  this  portion  being  exceedingly  acrid,  had  caused 
sufficient  irritation  to  prevent  the  abscess  from  closing.  I  considered 
the  trifling  discharge  from  the  abscess  to  proceed  from  the  sack  at  the 
apex  of  the  root,  a  result  of  the  acrid  nature  of  the  odor  proceeding 
from  the  tooth,  and  that  this  last  was  caused  by  the  decomposed 
animal  matter  contained  in  the  dentiual  tubes. 

Upon  removing  the  dentine  from  the  sides  of  the  cavity,  which  I 
did  upon  the  return  of  the  patient,  and  finding  that  I  gained  little  or 
nothing  by  so  doing,  I  determined,  for  my  own  comfort  as  well  as  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  antiseptic;  powers  of  the 
drug,  to  substitute  the  vapor  of  creosote  for  the  one  so  noxious.  This 
I  did,  closing  the  cavity  air-tight  with  wax  immediately  after  intro- 
ducing the  creosote. 
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The  next  time  I  saw  my  patient,  she  remarked  that  there  had  been 
a  marked  improvement,  but  that  traces  of  creosote  had  been  noticed. 
It  was  at  once  proved  that  the  diagnosis  had  been  a  correct  one — the 
vapor  of  the  drug  having  forced  its  way  through  the  canal,  foramen,  and 
abscess,  into  the  mouth,  and  of  course  tainting  the  breath.  The  advan- 
tage gained  by  this  experiment  was  so  manifest,  that  I  determined  to  re- 
new it;  this  I  did  several  times,  and  then  filling  the  cavity  with  floss  silk 
and  closing  the  opening,  I  requested  the  patient  to  call  at  the  end  of 
the  week.  At  the  appointed  time  I  found,  upon  examination,  that  all 
traces  of  creosote  had  disappeared,  and  that  the  former  trouble  re- 
mained in  a  greatly  reduced  degree.  I  recommenced  the  treatment 
with  creosote,  and  after  another  respite  of  a  week  (the  tooth  mean- 
while being  filled  with  floss  silk  only),  I  found  that  there  was  but  a 
slight  trace  of  creosote,  and  none  at  all  of  the  peculiar  odor  which  had 
been  the  cause  of  so  much  annoyance.  A  few  days  after  this  I  filled 
both  crown  and  fang  with  gold,  and  in  two  weeks  from  that  time, 
without  any  further  treatment,  the  abscess  had  entirely  disappeared. 
This  success  was  certainly  encouraging,  and  after  repeating  the  ex- 
periment in  a  number  of  instances  with  a  like  result,  I  was  induced  to 
adopt  a  similar  mode  of  treatment  for  all  cases  of  alveolar  abscess  to 
which  it  could  be  applied,  occasionally  making  slight  modifications  to 
suit  individual  peculiarities. 

My  usual  method  of  operating  at  present  is  as  follows:  after  care- 
fully removing  all  decay  (if  any  exists)  from  the  external  cavity,  I  cut 
directly  into  the  nerve  cavity,  making  as  large  an  opening  as  is  neces- 
sary for  convenience;  then  with  suitable  instruments  remove  the  de- 
composed matter  from  the  canal,  together  with  the  discolored  bone 
which  in  many  instances  is  found  at  the  most  depending  portion  of  the 
pulp  cavity.  In  some  cases,  however,  of  long  standing,  particularly 
where  the  teeth  are  soft  and  delicate,  to  remove  all  this  discolored  por- 
tion would  render  the  crown  of  the  tooth  so  weak  as  to  endanger  it,  and 
allowance  must  be  made  for  these  cases.  It  is  also  important  that  the 
softened  dentine,  found  near  the  apex  of  the  fang,  should  be  removed. 
This  done,  the  canal  must  be  washed  throughout  its  whole  extent  with 
pure  water,  using  for  this  purpose  a  small  but  powerful  syringe, 
having  the  tube  so  bent  as  to  allow  of  its  introduction  into  the  nerve 
cavity.  The  cavity  should  then  be  dried  by  filling  to  the  apex  of 
fang,  or  fangs,  with  floss  silk,  taking  as  fine  a  strand  for  each  fang 
as  can  be  successfully  managed  with  the  instrument,  and  leaving,  for 
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convenience  of  removal,  a  portion  of  each  strand  protruding  from  the 
cavity  to  the  length  of  an  inch  or  more.  This  done,  I  slightly  moist- 
en some  strands  of  the  silk  with  creosote,  and  then  removing  the  first 
strands,  I  immediately  refill  with  the  latter,  and  then  close  the  ex- 
ternal opening  with  wax.  The  amount  of  creosote  required,  and  the 
length  of  time  I  allow  it  to  remain,  depends  much  upon  the  time  it 
has  existed  and  the  amount  of  decomposition  to  be  overcome,  but 
more  upon  the  effect  produced  by  the  remedial  agent  itself,  some  of 
the  apparently  worst  cases  having  been  quickly  cured,  while  others 
comparatively  simple  have  required  a  course  of  treatment  that  has  ex- 
tended-over weeks. 

I  usually  examine  these  cases  every  twenty  or  forty-eight  hours,  re- 
newing the  floss  silk  with  creosote  if  it  seems  necessary,  and  without 
it  when  the  first  application  seems  to  have  been  effectual.  If,  after 
discontinuing  the  creosote  for  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours,  no 
trace  of  the  odor  of  decomposition  can  be  detected,  I  fill  the  fangs  at 
once  to  the  apex  with  gold,  leaving  the  crown  to  be  filled  at  a  subse- 
quent period.  I  make  this  delay  in  completing  the  operation  with 
the  view  of  avoiding  the  danger  of  periosteal  inflammation,  which 
might  be  the  result  of  too  much  pressure  at  so  critical  a  juncture. 

In  many  recent  cases  of  abscess  it  is  only  necessary  to  make  one  ap- 
plication of  creosote,  allowing  it  to  remain  twenty-four  hours.  In 
some  cases,  however,  I  have  been  obliged  to  renew  it  ten  or  twelve 
times. 

The  discharge  usually  ceases  before  the  creosote  has  had  its  full  ef- 
fect. I  have  known  it  to  cease,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  creo- 
sote and  the  substitution  of  the  dry  floss  to  recommence.  Of  course 
'the  creosote  should  be  renewed  under  these  circumstances. 

After  the  dry  floss  has  remained  unchanged  in  the  tooth  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  without  any  unpromising  symptoms  having  been  no- 
ticed, I  usually  consider  it  safe  to  fill  the  nerve  canal  with  gold, 
though  where  I  have  had  trouble  or  expect  it  I  frequently  wait  a  day 
or  two,  sometimes  a  week  or  even  more,  being  careful  to  keep  the 
cavity  well  filled  with  dry  floss  and  closely  sealed  with  wax. 

The  external  opening  of  the  abscess  does  not  disappear  until  from 
one  to  four  weeks  after  the  operation  of  filling  with  gold  has  been  per- 
formed. I  have  been  obliged,  in  some  very  obstinate  cases,  to  lay  the 
abscess  open,  and  to  apply  alternately  creosote  and  nitrate  of  silver. 

Once  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  periosteal  inflammation  had  been 
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excited  by  an  excess  of  creosote,  some  of  it  having  probably  been 
forced  through  the  foramen  while  packing  in  the  floss  which  had  been 
wet  with  it;  the  soreness  resulting  remained  for  a  long  time,but  finally 
disappeared,  and  the  operation  was  finished  without  any  serious  con- 
sequences. 

Of  course  there  are  numerous  cases  of  abscess  which  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  this  remedy.  Among  these  cases  may  be  enumerated, 
abscess  resulting  from  secondary  hemorrhage  following  the  extirpation 
of  the  nervous  pulp,  and  occurring  after  the  canal  has  been  tilled  with 
gold.  The  impossibility  of  removing  the  gold  puts  these  cases  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  remedy  in  question,  and  the  only  chance  will  be  in 
the  use  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  creosote  applied  externally.  Fortu- 
nately accidents  of  this  nature  will  seldom  occur,  provided  sufficient 
precautions  are  taken  previous  to  filling  the  roots. 

Abscess  occurring  from  periosteal  inflammation,  caused  by  external 
violence,  is  also  beyond  the  reach  of  this  remedy,  particularly  if  ac- 
companied by  fracture  of  the  alveolus.  In  these  cases,  the  removal 
of  the  tooth  and  the  fractured  bone  is  usually  necessary.  Sometimes 
external  violence  may  cause  the  death  of  the  nerve,  without  serious  in- 
jury to  the  socket  or  its  lining  membrane;  when  this  occurs,  and  an 
abscess  is  formed,  it  can  be  successfully  treated  by  the  method  de- 
scribed. 

There  is  a  diseased  condition  of  the  second  and  third  inferior  molars, 
which  would  result  in  abscess  were  it  not  for  the  exceedingly  dense 
structure  of  the  bone  in  which  these  teeth  are  situated.  The  cause 
may  be  the  same  as  those  described  above,  but  it  results  usually  in  a 
thickening  of  the  periosteum,  and  in  a  deposit  of  bone  in  the  socket 
of  the  tooth,  commencing  at  the  bottom  of  the  socket  if  the  tooth  has 
no  antagonist,  or  laterally  and  more  externally  if  it  has.  In  the  last 
case  it  can  be  noticed  in  the  form  of  a  hard  broad  tumor,  with  a  base 
often  greater  than  the  width  of  the  tooth.  It  is  to  be  detected  by 
passing  the  finger  over  the  buccal  surface  of  the  jaw,  at  a  point  about 
one  third  the  length  of  the  fang  above  its  apex. 

The  above  method  of  treatment  would  be  successful  in  these  cases 
previous  to  the  formation  of  the  tumor,  but  after  it  has  once  formed 
the  extraction  of  the  tooth  becomes  necessary,  after  which  the  disease 
gradually  disappears. 

As  for  the  general  success  of  this  mode  of  treating  alveolar  abscess, 
I  can  only  say  that  thus  far  (nearly  four  years  having  elapsed  since  I 
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commenced  it)  the  failures  to  cure  abscess  connected  with  the  teeth  of 
the  upper  jaw  do  not  amount  to  five  cent,  of  the  number  treated.  In 
the  lower  jaw  I  meet  with  more  difficulty,  and  the  failures  are  more 
frequent;  recent  cases,  however,  are  almost  invariably  cured.  In  fact, 
a  newly-formed  abscess  in  either  jaw  may  be  considered  a  very  tractable 
malady  when  this  remedy  can  be  applied.  An  abscess  of  long  stand- 
ing frequently  is  productive  of  serious  injury  to  the  socket  and  lining 
membrane  of  the  tooth.  The  difficulty  is  also  increased  where  there 
are  a  number  of  abscesses  in  the  same  jaw,  particularly  if  they  are 
connected  with  adjoining  teeth;  still  I  have  succeeded  in  effecting 
a  cure  where  there  have  been  two,  three,  and  in  one  case  six  abscesses 
adjoining.  139  Fourth  Avenue. 


ON  THE  RADICAL  CUKE  OF  ASCITES, 

BY   MECHANICAL  IRRITATION,  AND   THE  INTRODUCTION  OF    AIR  INTO  THE 
CAVITY    OF    THE  PERITONEUM. 
BY  HENRY  A.  HARTT,  M.  D. 

Ascites,  like  Dropsies  in  general,  has  ever  been  one  of  the  opprobria 
of  medical  science.  Whether  idiopathic  or  symptomatic,  it  must  be 
regarded  as  a  formidable  disease.  It  is  true  that  the  idiopathic  form, 
in  its  early  stages,  is  often  amenable  to  prompt  and  vigorous  treatment; 
but  if,  through  neglect  or  mismanagement,  it  is  allowed  to  become 
chronic,  it  will  generally  defy  all  the  measures  which  the  resources  of 
art  have  hitherto  furnished  for  its  removal.  When  it  occurs  in  con- 
nection with  organic  lesions,  it  is,  of  course,  surrounded  by  new  diffi- 
culties, and  the  embarrassment  of  the  physician,  both  in  forming  his 
diagnosis  and  in  determining  his  line  of  operations,  will  be  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  number  and  extent  of  the  complications.  There 
is  one  fact,  too,  which  in  all  cases  of  long  standing,  whether  complica- 
ted or  otherwise,  must  press  heavily  upon  his  mind,  and  that  is,  that 
there  is  no  medicine  for  internal  administration,  which  possesses  the 
power  effectually  to  cure  the  pathological  condition  of  the  peritoneal 
vessels,  upon  which  the  secretion  and  accumulation  of  the  dropsical 
fluid  depend.  Here,  even  the  prolific  and  impossibility-defying 
genius  of  Homoeopathy  has  failed,  and  has  been  forced  to  confess  that, 
with  all  its  triturations,  and  dynamizations,  and  spiritualizations,  it  has 
not  been  able  to  evoke,  from  obdurate  poison,  or  from  equally  obdu- 
rate sugar  of  milk,  a  potency  sufficient  to  cure  symptomatic  dropsy.  In 
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bis  apology  for  Homoeopathy,  recently  put  forth  by  Dr.  Henderson,  of 
Edinburgh,  (the  chief  merit  of  which,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  in 
passing,  appears  to  me  to  consist  in  the  admirable  confirmation  it  gives 
to  the  arguments  of  Dr.  Simpson,  which  it  was  intended  to  refute,)  it 
is  said:  "  Dropsy,  for  example,  when  a  consequence  of  organic  disease 
of  the  heart  or  kidneys,  may  frequently,  and  can  only  be  lessened  or 
removed,  for  the  time,  by  the  allopathic  action  of  diuretics  or 
cathartics."  Why  is  this,  O  Tlahnemannians  ?  Why,  with  all  your 
provings,  can  no  substance  in  nature  be  found  which  will  wake  up  the 
enfeebled  energies  of  peritoneal  capillaries,  and  relieve  the  kidneys 
and  intestines  from  the  grievous  inflictions  which  allopathy,  in  its 
blindness,  has  for  ages  imposed  upon  them?  It  is,  in  truth,  a  melan- 
choly alternative  for  us  all — Diuretics  or  Cathartics!  One  proverbially 
uncertain  in  their  action,  and  both,  when  operative,  producing  new, 
though  happily  temporary  diseases,  and  seeking  their  remedial  effects 
only  through  exhausting  and  oftentimes  fatal  discharges. 

I  am  about  to  describe  a  case  which,  for  a  long  time,  kept  my  mind 
under  the  pressure  of  these  painful  reflections.  Month  after  month  I 
watched  it  with  intense  solicitude.  I  battled  it  as  bravely  as  I  could, 
with  the  usual  remedies,  but  in  vain;  till  at  last,  in  my  despair,  a  new 
idea  occurred  to  me,  which,  with  some  trepidation,  I  confess,  I  put  in 
execution,  but  which  has  thus  far  proved  perfectly  successful. 

My  patient,  Mrs.  B.,  was  confined  in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy, 
on  the  26th  November,  1853.  Her  child  was  dead.  Nothing  unusual 
occurred  till  the  fourth  day,  when  she  was  seized  with  acute  pain  in 
the  abdomen,  which  subsided  on  the  following  morning,  without  the 
employment  of  any  remedy.  It  was  followed,  however,  by  considera- 
ble tenderness,  which  continued  for  several  days.  She  did  not  recover 
her  general  health,  but  had  very  little  medical  attendance  until  the 
26th  of  December,  one  month  after  her  confinement,  when  a  Homceopa- 
thist  was  consulted.  All  that  I  can  learn  of  her  situation  at  this  time 
is,  that  she  was  afflicted  with  dyspnoea.  Soon  afterwards  the  abdomen 
began  to  enlarge,  and  her  husband  became  apprehensive  that  she  was 
"getting  the  dropsy."  The  Homceopathist,  however,  quieted  his 
fears,  assuring  him  that  it  was  nothing  but  gas  in  the  stomach,  which, 
of  course,  he  vigorously  assailed  with  his  infinitessimal  pellets,  but 
with  the  amazing  and  rather  undesirable  effect,  by  some  chemical  or 
spiritual  process,  I  suppose,  of  converting  the  gas  into  water;  for  one 
morning,  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  week,  he  rather  startled  the  patient 
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by  suddenly  exclaiming,  "  After  all,  I  believe  you've  got  the  dropsy!" 
Recovering  from  the  blow,  she  anxiously  inquired,  "  But  I  hope, 
Doctor,  you  can  cure  me  ?"  "I  am  not  sure  about  that,"  replied  the 
cautious  Hahnemannian;  "perhaps  nature  may!"  After  a  sufficiently 
protracted  trial,  however,  he  found  that  he  could  not,  and  that  nature 
would  not;  and  not  choosing,  as  I  imagine  the  tenacious  .Scotchman 
would  have  done,  to  try  his  hand  again  at  the  diuretic  and  cathartic 
exercise,  or  as  Carlyle  would  have  it,  to  array  himself  in  the  thread- 
bare, cast-off,  allopathic  old  clothes,  he  wisely  resolved  to  abandon  the 
field,  after  pronouncing  his  benediction,  in  the  shape  of  a  sentence  of 
death,  from  organic  disease  of  the  heart. 

Dr.   ,  a  scientific  physician,  was  now  called  in,  who,  I  am 

told,  discovered  some  disease  in  the  lungs,  and  who  administered  in 
succession,  iodide  of  potassium,  juniper-berries,  gin-schnapps,  Indian- 
hemp,  and  full  doses  of  elaterium. 

Dr.  ,  a  German  physician  of  some  eminence,  was  then  consulted, 

who  pronounced  that  the  heart,  the  liver,  the  lungs,  and  the  kidneys 
were  all  involved  in  the  mischief,  and  that  the  case  was  utterly  hope- 
less; and  who,  therefore,  declined  to  take  charge  of  the  patient. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1th  of  March,  J  was  requested  to  visit  her 
for  the  first  time.  When  I  entered  the  room  she  was  sitting  up  in  a 
chair  by  the  bed-side.  Her  face  was  bloated,  and  had  an  anxious 
expression;  her  breathing  was  hurried  and  laborious;  there  was  strong 
pulsation  of  the  jugular  vein  on  the  right  side;  the  impulse  of  the 
heart  was  strong  and  the  sounds  confused;  there  was  distinct  bellows- 
murmur;  there  was  a  crepitous  rhoncus  in  different  portions  of  the 
left  lung;  the  urine  was  very  scanty  and  thick,  but  there  was  neither 
pain  nor  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys.  The  measurement  of 
the  abdomen  was  43  inches;  the  pulse  was  108.  There  was  a  hard 
ridge,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  directly  above  the  pubis,  four 
or  five  inches  long  and  two  or  three  broad,  which  appeared  to  be 
owing  to  an  indurated  state  of  the  cellular  tissue.  The  menstrual 
discharge  was  suppressed.  The  condition  of  the  liver,  at  that  time, 
could  not  be  fully  ascertained,  but  the  pressure  of  the  fluid  occasioned 
severe  pain  in  the  region  of  that  viscus,  and  there  was  great  functional 
derangement. 

Here,  then,  was  a  complicated  mass  of  disorders,  and  at  first  sight  it 
would  appear  that  the  comprehensive  diagnosis  of  the  German  physi- 
cian was  scarcely  unreasonable.   The  opinion  which  I  formed,  however, 
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after  a  careful  review  of  the  case,  was,  that  soon  after  parturition  an 
attack  of  peritonitis,  more  or  less  severe,  had  occurred,  which  had 
been  the  immediate  cause  of  the  effusion;  that  there  was  also  organic 
disease,  which  had,  probably,  contributed,  in  some  measure,  to  its 
production,  and  which  might  very  seriously  interfere  with  its  removal. 
The  precise  nature  and  extent  of  the  organic  mischief  could  not,  as  yet, 
be  determined.  The  obvious  indication,  in  accordance  with  the  ordi- 
nary rules  of  practice,  was  to  restore  the  strength  and  carry  off  the 
fluid  through  the  channel,  at  once  most  accessible  and  safe.  Tonics 
and  diuretics,  then,  were  the  weapons  with  which  I  began  the  assault. 
Iron  and  digitalis,  bitters  and  squills,  the  various  preparations  of 
potass,  Indian  hemp,  broom  tops,  et  hoc  omne  genus,  exerted  their 
powers  in  vain.  At  the  end  of  a  month  I  found  myself  foiled.  The 
effusion  had  increased.  The  sufferings  of  my  patient  were  painful  to 
witness.  One  morning  I  was  summoned  in  haste — she  was  threatened 
with  suffocation.  On  applying  my  ear  to  the  chest,  I  heard  a  loud, 
crepitous  rhoncus,  extending  all  over  the  region  of  the  left  lung.  I 
administered  full  doses  of  elaterium,  which  fortunately,  in  a  few  hours, 
succeeded  in  removing  the  pulmonary  a?dema;  the  immediate  danger 
was  over,  and  I  resolved  it  should  not  return.  The  next  day,  there- 
fore, April  5th,  I  performed  the  operation  of  paracentesis,  in  the 
presence  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Mott.  Twelve  quarts  of  fluid  were  drawn  off. 
I  had  now,  for  the  first  time,  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  condi- 
tion of  the  liver.  It  was  greatly  indurated  and  enlarged.  In  the 
relaxed  state  of  the  abdominal  parietes,  its  lower  margin  could  be 
easily  lifted  up  and  traced  round  to  the  left  hypochondrium. 

Dr.  Mott,  at  my  request,  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  patient, 
and  it  was  decided,  in  consultation,  that  she  should  now  be  placed 
under  the  influence  of  mercury.  At  first  she  took  calomel  and  opium, 
and  afterwards  proto-iodide  of  mercury.  This  method  of  treatment 
was  faithfully  pursued  for  more  than  five  weeks,  and  the  salivary 
glands  became  slightly  affected.  Still  the  fluid  accumulated.  For 
three  weeks  it  was  kept  partially  in  [check  by  repeated  doses  of 
elaterium,  but  after  that  the  tide  rose  with  resistless  force,  so  that  on 
the  13th  of  May  the  operation  was  again  imperatively  demanded. 
During  the  next  two  months,  I  was  compelled  to  operate  every  fort- 
night, removing  each  time  eight  quarts  of  serum.  At  this  period  she 
took  no  mercury,  and  indeed  very  little  medicine  of  any  kind.  After 
the  first  operation,  on  the  5th  of  April,  the  secretion  of  urine  became 
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perfectly  natural,  and  it  surprised  me  not  a  little  to  see  the  effusion 
proceed  so  rapidly,  without  the  slightest  functional  derangement  of 
the  kidneys.  It  is  necessary  for  the  completeness  of  this  history  that 
I  should  say  in  addition,  that,  without  my  sanction,  the  aid  of  electro- 
magnetism  was  invoked.  Still  the  inexorable  disease  went  on  pari 
passu.  All  the  suggestions  and  appliances  of  art  had  been  tried  in 
vain.  Even  Charlatanism,  on  whose  forehead  of  brass  is  engraved 
the  indelible  inscription  "  nil  desperandum,"  had  been  forced  to  retire 
with  solemn  air,  confessing  that  dropsy  was  a  most  intractable  and 
vexatious  malady. 

The  unfortunate  patient  was  losing  ground  daily.  Yet  she  bore  her 
great  trial  with  amazing  fortitude.  We  celebrate  the  heroism  of  the 
soldier  on  the  battle-field,  and  of  the  martyr  at  the  stake,  but  what 
is  that  compared  with  the  sustained,  unfailing  courage  of  one  like  her, 
who,  in  her  solitary  chamber,  shut  out  from  all  extraneous  excite- 
ments, oppressed  with  an  ever-increasing  sense  of  lassitude  and  weari- 
ness, feels  that,  step  by  step,  and  hour  by  hour,  she  is  passing  away 
from  the  scenes  of  earth,  and  yet  feareth  not  ?  These  are  exhibitions 
of  humanity  which  refresh,  while  they  sadden,  and  stimulate  the  mind 
to  new  and  unwonted  efforts.  As  I  sat  one  day,  contemplating,  with 
mingled  feelings,  this  scene  of  patient  suffering  and  brave  endurance, 
the  thought  suddenly  occurred  to  me,  why  shall  I  not  treat  this  case 
upon  the  same  principle  as  Hydrocele  ?  I  went  home  and  reflected 
upon  it.  I  had  seen  no  hint  in  favor  of  such  a  measure  in  any  medical 
work,  nor  had  any  experiment  of  that  nature,  or  analogous  to  it,  come 
to  my  knowledge.  There  were  two  facts,  however,  which  aided  me  in 
my  deliberations.  One  was  the  case  of  a  lady  in  one  of  the  British 
Colonies,  who  was  afflicted  with  ascites  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago. 
I  was  not  her  physician,  but  assisted  the  first  time  that  the  operation 
of  paracentesis  was  performed  upon  her.  It  was  repeated  over  and 
over  again,  during  a  series  of  years,  when,  happily,  on  one  occasion, 
peritoneal  irritation  ensued,  and  the  disease  returned  no  more.  The 
other  was  the  case  of  a  lady  who  resides  in  this  city.  She  had  ovarian 
dropsy.  The  cyst  was  punctured  by  Dr.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh, 
according  to  the  plan  adopted  by  Dr.  Menninger,  in  the  interesting 
case  recently  published  by  him.  The  canula  slipped;  a  portion  of 
fluid  escaped,  inflammation  followed,  and  the  dropsy  was  cured.  I 
knew  well  enough  the  opinion  of  the  profession  respecting  the  dangerous 
nature  of  peritoneal  irritation  under  such  circumstances,  but  I  did  not 
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coincide  in  that  opinion,  for  reasons  which  I  shall  give  in  the  sequel. 
After  due  reflection,  I  determined  in  favor  of  the  measure.  Happen- 
ing at  this  period  to  be  in  conversation  with  Dr.  Samuel  Elliott,  I 
mentioned  my  design  to  him.  He  expressed  his  warm  approval,  and 
strongly  advised  me  to  put  it  into  execution.  On  the  28th  June,  I 
formally  proposed  it  as  au  experiment  to  the  patient  and  her  husband. 
I  frankly  stated  to  them  that  it  was  directly  in  opposition  to  the 
highest  medical  authorities;  at  the  same  time  I  explained  to  them  the 
reasons  which  had  convinced  me  that  it,  and  it  alone,  would  afford  a 
chance  for  the  cure  of  the  dropsy.  They  promptly  consented.  I 
immediately  ordered  a  silver  tube  to  be  made,  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  long,  in  the  form  of  a  female  catheter  at  one  end,  and  with  a  cap 
to  screw  on  at  the  other,  and  an  elastic  band  attached.  On  Tuesday, 
the  11  th  of  July,  I  performed  paracentesis  for  the  last  time.  I  intro- 
duced the  tube,  and  removed  about  six  quarts  of  fluid.  On  the  follow- 
ing morniug  I  drew  off  all  that  remained,  and  allowed  the  air  to  enter 
freely  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum.  The  tube  was  left  in  the 
incision,  and  the  cap  frequently  removed.  I  shall  now  transcribe  my 
notes  taken  at  the  residence  of  my  patient,  during  the  progress  of  the 
case. 

From  the  peritoneal  inflammation  produced,  I  removed  the  tube  on 
Thursday,  at  10  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  third  day  after  its  introduction. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  tenderness  all  over  the  abdomen,  and  occa- 
sionally sharp  pain  of  a  spasmodic  character.  There  was  also  slight 
tension  of  the  abdominal  walls,  the  measurement  in  the  region  of  the 
incision  increasing  from  35  to  36  inches;  around  the  navel  it  was  half 
an  inch  more.  This  affection  was,  however,  entirely  kept  in  check  by 
the  simple  application  of  mustard  poultices.  The  catheter  was 
introduced  every  morning,  to  keep  the  incision  open,  to  introduce  air, 
and  to  ascertain  if  any  fluid  had  been  secreted.  For  the  first  three  or 
four  days,  this  seemed  to  cause  a  slight  aggravation  of  the  symptoms, 
but  afterwards  the  parts  became  accustomed  to  the  irritation,  so  as  to 
bear  it  with  complete  impunity.  Throughout,  the  pulse  has  scarcely 
been  accelerated,  never  ranging  beyond  114;  the  ordinary  standard 
being  from  100  to  108. 

Thui'sday,  July  20. — This  morning,  nine  days  after  the  operation, 
the  pulse  is  100;  tension  subsiding;  measurement  in  the  region  of  the 
incision  35 J  inches;  patient  sitting  up  very  comfortable;  pulsation  of 
the  jugular  vein  much  diminished;  not  a  drop  of  fluid  has  been  secre- 
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ted.  The  introduction  of  the  catheter  gives  bo  pain,  nor  does  the 
existence  of  the  incision  occasion  the  slightest  inconvenience.  I  ought, 
perhaps,  to  mention  that  a  slight  diarrhoea  occurred  on  Monday,  the 
11th,  which  arose  entirely  from  excessive  biliary  secretion,  and  did  not 
appear  to  be  in  any  way  connected  with,  or  affected  by  my  experi- 
ment. It  continued  more  or  less  till  Sunday,  the  23d,  when  it  entirely 
disappeared  under  the  influence  of  a  gentle  aperient,  followed  by 
astringents. 

Tuesday,  25. — This  morning  the  abdomen  measures  in  the  region  of 
the  incision  34^  inches;  over  the  navel,  35.  The  catheter  was  intro- 
duced, and  the  abdominal  walls  pressed  freely  in  all  directions,  with- 
out removing  a  drop  of  fluid.  There  is  now  no  soreness  whatever  on 
pressure.  The  abdomen  feels  firm,  but  not  tense,  and  no  bandage  is 
required.  Diarrhoea  has  not  returned.  The  action  of  the  heart  is  much 
more  quiet,  and  the  sounds  are  distinct.  Bellows-murmur  mere  faint. 
The  pulsation  of  the  jugular  vein  has  almost  entirely  ceased,  and  the 
pulse  has  fallen  to  90.  The  respiration  has  much  improved.  The 
lower  limbs  are  free  from  anasarca.  The  introduction  of  the  catheter 
was  continued  every  day,  always  once,  sometimes  twice,  for  five  weeks, 
when  the  incision  was  allowed  to  close. 

Thursday,  August  31. — To-day,  at  my  request,  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  case  was  made  by  the  distinguished  auscultators,  Drs.  G. 
P.  Camman  and  Henry  Melville,  particularly  with  the  view  of  deter- 
mining the  precise  condition  of  the  heart  and  the  liver.  They  corrob- 
orated the  opinion  which  I  had  entertained,  viz.:  that  there  was  very 
considerable  enlargement  and  induration  of  the  liver,  and  that  the 
cardiac  derangements  arose  mainly  from  displacement  and  debility. 

On  the  following  day,  a  similar  examination  was  made  by  Dr.  F.  U. 
Johnson,  who  fully  concurred  in  the  diagnosis  which  had  been  given, 
expressed  great  satisfaction  at  the  result  of  my  experiment,  and  ad- 
vised its  immediate  publication.  The  case  has  since  been  investigated 
by  Drs.  Reese  and  Willard  Parker.  The  treatment  adopted  by 
unanimous  consent  was  infusion  of  taraxicum  in  full  doses,  (to  which 
L  afterwards  added  a  few  drops  of  dilute  nitric  acid, )  and  an  ointment 
of  iodide  of  potassium,  3,  to  §;  to  be  rubbed  twice  daily,  for  fifteen 
minutes,  all  over  the  abdomen.  Soon  after  I  began  the  use  of  the 
ointment,  an  abscess  formed  in  the  indurated  cellular  tissue,  a  little 
below  the  navel.  I  opened  it  freely.  The  discharge  at  first  was  pro- 
fuse, but  it  soon  diminished,  and  has  now  entirely  ceased.  The 
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indurated  ridge  has  melted  down  with  astonishing  rapidity,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  will  soon  disappear.  The  measurement  of 
the  abdomen  is  now  33  inches.  The  general  health  steadily  improves. 
The  appetite  is  good.  There  is  no  pain  or  oppression  after  taking- 
food.  The  secretion  of  bile  goes  on  naturally.  In  short,  the  whole 
digestive  apparatus  performs  its  functions  with  admirable  regularity. 
The  patient  has  begun  to  take  exercise  in  the  open  air.  The  pulse 
ranges  between  90  and  100. 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  successful  experiment.  It  may  have  been  rash 
— it  may  have  been  hazardous — it  may  have  been  opposed  to  the 
prejudices  of  the  profession — but  one  thing  is  certain,  it  has  cured  the 
Dropsy,  and  that,  too,  without  creating  one  serious  or  alarming  symp- 
tom. During  the  two  months  immediately  preceding  the  adoption 
of  this  mode  of  treatment,  the  operation  of  paracentesis  was  per- 
formed every  fortnight,  and  each  time  eight  quarts  of  fluid  were  with- 
drawn. From  the  moment  that  air  was  introduced  into  the  cavity 
of  the  peritoneum,  no  effusion  whatever  has  taken  place.  It  must  be 
remembered,  too,  that  in  the  first  of  these  two  months  very  little  me- 
dicine was  given,  and  in  the  last,  none  at  all.  We  are  forced  to  the 
conclusion,  therefore,  that  the  Dropsy  was  cured  by  the  experiment. 
How  did  it  act?  Precisely  in  the  same  way  that  stimulating  injec- 
tions and  applications  act  in  the  cure  of  hydrocele.  In  both  cases  we 
have  a  serous  membrane — a  relaxed  and  debilitated  state  of  the  ex- 
treme vessels  of  that  membrane,  both  exhaling  and  absorbing,  and 
consequent  effusion  of  the  serous  portion  of  the  blood.  The  obvious 
indication,  therefore,  is  to  restore  the  tone  of  these  vessels,  so  that 
they  may  contract  and  perform  their  healthy  functions.  In  this  in- 
stance, the  presence  of  the  tube  and  air  imparted  new  energy  to  the 
peritoneal  nerves;  and  through  them,  produced  the  necessary  changes 
in  the  exhalants  and  absorbents. 

The  applicability  of  this  mode  of  treatment  to  idiopathic  Ascites 
is  apparent,  and  needs  no  discussion.  The  question,  however,  will 
properly  rise,  how  far  it  may  be  appropriate  in  symptomatic  Dropsy. 

This  term,  I  conceive,  is  much  too  vaguely  and  indiscriminately  em- 
ployed, and  serves  to  cover  with  the  hue  of  despair  many  a  case, 
which,  if  correctly  understood,  would  admit  of  an  easy  and  radical 
cure.  A  patient  presents  himself  with  Ascites;  he  is  immediately 
placed  nnder  a  course  of  diuretics  and  cathartics — the  effusion  obsti- 
nately continues  unabated — paracentesis  is  performed — and  now,  when 
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a  thorough  and  satisfactory  examination  can  be  made,  some  organ  is 
found  to  be  more  or  less  diseased.  It  is  forthwith  marked  down  as 
symptomatic  Ascites,  absolutely  incurable,  and  susceptible  only  of 
temporary  palliation.  Now,  in  many  instances  of  this  kind,  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  dropsical  effusion  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
an  accidental  complication,  influenced  no  doubt,  both  in  its  production 
and  continuance,  by  the  organic  lesion,  but  in  no  wise  entitled  to  be 
regarded  as  a  necessary  and  an  inevitable  symptom.  Incurable  or- 
ganic disease,  for  the  most  part,  is  slow  in  its  progress,  and  does  not 
generally  give  rise  to  effusion  until  it  reaches  its  last  stages,  having 
gradually  destroyed  the  nervous  energy,  and  broken  down  the  vital 
powers  of  the  system.  One  can  readily  perceive  that,  if  in  its  earlier 
stages  an  attack  of  peritonitis  should  accidentally  take  place,  Dropsy 
might  be  formed,  which,  (however  much,  by  embarrassing  the  circula- 
tion, it  might  aid  in  producing,)  could  not  justly  be  denominated  a 
symptom,  or  effect  of  it. 

In  like  manner,  if  by  any  agency  brought  to  bear  directly  upon  the 
peritoneal  vessels,  their  tone  may  be  restored,  there  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  resume  their  healthy  functions,  and  retain  them  just 
as  if  the  peritonitis  had  not  occurred,  till  the  period  arrive  when,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  they  would  be  forced  to  yield  as  a  natural  and 
inevitable  result  of  those  changes  produced  by  organic  disease.  Xor 
is  peritonitis  the  only  affection  which  might  give  rise  to  this  complica- 
tion; for  any  inflammation,  or  fever,  or  serious  malady,  might,  by  its 
debilitating  influence,  produce  a  cachectic  state  of  the  general  sys- 
tem, precisely  similar  to  that  which  occurs  in  the  last  stages  of  an  or- 
ganic lesion,  and  thereby  prepare  the  way  for  Ascites,  which  again 
might  remain,  after  the  condition  of  the  system  which  led  to  it  had 
been  removed  by  tonics  and  generous  diet,  either  upon  the  principle 
of  habit,  or  from  the  difficulty  the  vessels  would  experience  in  recover- 
ing their  elasticity  under  the  disadvantages  of  an  embarrassed  circula- 
tion, but  which  would  readily  disappear  under  the  influence  of  the  pow- 
erful stimuli  which  I  have  adopted.  The  importance  of  this  subject 
will  appear  in  a  graver  light,  when  we  consider  the  impossibility  of 
determining,  iu  many  instances,  the  precise  nature  of  organic  diseases, 
(particularly  those  of  the  liver,)  and,  therefore,  their  curability  or  in- 
curability, and  reflect  upon  the  grievous  consequeuces  produced  by 
the  effusion,  aggravating,  in  all  cases,  the  sufferings  of  the  patient, 
and  destroying  the  chances  of  cure  in  those  which  arc  susceptible  of 
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it.  The  case  which  I  have  detailed  affords  a  fine  illustration  of 
these  views.  "We  had  here  Ascites,  the  result,  probably,  of  peritoni- 
tis, yet  complicated  with  enlargement  and  induration  of  the  liver. 
The  Ascites  resisted  all  ordinary  treatment,  but  yielded  at  once  to 
the  action  of  powerful  local  stimuli.  There  is  good  reason  to  hope, 
also,  that  the  disease  of  the  liver  will  gradually  give  way. 

This  case  is  also  suggestive  of  comfort  and  relief,  even  in  true  symp- 
tomatic Ascites,  or  that  which  comes  on  in  the  last  stages  of  organic 
disease.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  incision  was  kept  open  for 
five  weeks,  during  all  which  period  the  catheter  was  introduced  daily, 
without  giving  pain  or  creating  any  mischief  whatever.  If  a  similar 
tolerance  shall  prove  to  be  general,  there  will  be  no  necessity,  in  many 
instances,  for  allowing  the  re-accumulation  of  the  fluid,  but  after  the 
first  operation,  the  catheter  shall  become  the  substitute  for  the  trocar. 

With  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  measure,  I  know  that  authority  is 
decidedly  against  me.  There  has  ever  been  an  unaccountable  dread 
in  the  minds  of  the  profession  of  encountering  inflammation  of  the 
peritoneum.  One  would  think  that  the  marvellous  tolerance  mani- 
fested by  this  membrane,  under  the  savage  attacks  made  upon  it  by 
surgery  in  its  operations  for  hernia,  and  the  removal  of  tumors,  &c, 
and  the  readiness  with  which  it  yields  to  rational  treatment,  when  once 
it  does  become  irritated,  Avould  have  sufficed  long  ago  to  destroy  this 
groundless  apprehension.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  met  with  this  dis- 
ease repeatedly,  in  the  most  aggravated  form,  in  a  climate  where  in- 
flammatory affections  generally  run  their  course  with  the  most  intense 
violence,  and  the  most  desperate  speed — where  the  pulse,  in  the  first 
stage,  ranges  from  120  to  1G0,  and  all  the  symptoms  are  corresponding- 
ly severe,  and  I  have  never  found  any  difficulty  in  controlling  it,  when 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  attacking  it  with  promptitude.  In  this  city, 
where  these  affections  assume  so  mild'  a  type,  there  is,  of  course,  still 
less  reason  for  anxiety.  Then  there  are  several  considerations  which 
materially  modify  the  danger  in  the  case  under  discussion: 

1st.  Diseases  artificially  produced  are  less  severe  than  those  which 
occur  accidentally. 

2dly.  Dropsical  patients  are  generally  in  an  anemic,  rather  than  a 
plethoric  condition,  and,  therefore,  have  not  an  inflammatory  diathesis. 

3dly.    The  source  of  irritation  can  be  removed  at  pleasure. 

4thly.  The  irritation  can  be  treated  promptly  from  the  moment  of 
its  induction. 
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These  were  the  considerations  which,  carefully  pondered  before- 
hand, led  me  to  venture  upon  this  experiment  ,  and  brave  all  the  fancied 
dangers  of  peritoneal  inflammation.  It  is  enough  to  say  in  my  own 
vindication,  at  present,  that  this  formidable  disease  was  created  in  suf- 
ficient force  to  accomplish  the  object  proposed,  and  was  perfectly  con- 
trolled by  the  application  of  an  occasional  cataplasm. 

24  West  Twenty-third  Street. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  FRENCH  JOURNALS. 

TRANSLATED  FOB  TUIS  JOURNAL  BT 

DR.  J.  W.  GREEN. 

NEW  PREPARATION  OF  IODINE. 

This  new  preparation,  by  M.  Titou,  is  nothing  more  than  a  solution  of 
Iodine  in  Chloroform.  The  volatility  which  belongs  to  these  two 
bodies  while  separate  assures  us  of  their  complete  and  rapid  absorp- 
tion; and  the  proof  of  this  absorption  taking  place  is  the  elimination 
of  the  Iodine  by  the  secretions,  ten  minutes  after  an  inhalation,  (five 
minutes  in  duration.)  M.  Titon  has  discovered  the  metaloid  in  the 
saliva;  and  at  the  end  of  fifteen  minutes  it  was  found  in  the  urine. 


M.  Maisonneuve,  of  the  Hospital  Cochin,  has  been  named  Surgeon 
to  the  Pitie.   

Dr.  Le  Cceur  reports  having  cured  ten  cases  of  itch,  by  frictions 
with  vinegar.  He  has  them  rubbed  three  times  a  day  with  a  bard 
sponge  well  moistened  with  vinegar.  The  friction  is  to  be  rough 
enough  to  destroy  the  vesicles.  The  medium  duration  of  the  treatment 
in  these  cases  was  less  than  five  days.  He  thinks  it  may  be  reduced 
to  a  much  shorter  time  by  general  frictions  practiced  in  the  same 
manner.  The  economy,  absence  of  disagreeable  odor,  facility  of 
application,  and  the  celerity  of  action,  render  this  method  of  cure 
worthy  of  a  trial.   

The  Cholera,  though  still  in  Paris,  is  decreasiug  rapidly,  both  as 
regards  the  number  of  new  cases  and  prevalence  of  the  disease.  This 
diminution  coincides  exactly  with  an  increased  number  of  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  and  variola,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  a  return  to 
32 
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the  diseases  habitually  predominant  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Up 
to  the  20th  September  inclusive,  the  report  stands: 

Cases  treated  since  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic  ....  6,160 

Cured   2,717) 

Died   3^166  J  5,883 

Under  treatment   277 

To  this  date,  there  have  died  in  London  of  this  disease,  7,669 
persons.   

M.  Hardy,  of  the  St.  Louis,  is  giving  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  differ- 
ent forms  of  cutaneous  scrofula,  called  by  him  Scrofulides,  all  of  which, 
he  says,  depend  upon  a  constitutional  diathesis,  manifesting  itself  only 
upon  the  skin,  lie  thinks  we  ordinarily  attach  to  the  idea  of  scrofu- 
lous disease  of  the  skin  one  disease  only,  Ldpus,  the  Esthiomene  of 
Alibert,  which  Willan  regards  wrongly  as  a  disease  having  for  its 
elementary  lesion  Tubercle;  this  does  not  always  exist;  he  expunges 
the  word  lupus  from  science,  inasmuch  as  it  alone  represents  scrofula. 

in  his  plan  he  adopts  the  same  form 'as  has  obtained  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  syphilitic  eruptions.  Syphilid es,  based  on  the  presence  of  the 
vesicle,  tubercle,  pustule,  etc.,  as  the  primordial  or  principal  lesion.  In 
following  this  course  he  adopts  this  form: 

1.  Cutaneous  Scrofula,  Exanthematons. 

2.  "  "  Pastutons. 

3.  "  "  Synamous. 

4.  "  "  Corneous. 

5.  "  "  Tuberculous. 

6.  "  "  Verruccous. 

7.  "  "  Phlegmonous. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  M.  Hardy  will  push  his  researches  beyond 
his  ingenious  classification,  and  bring  the  energies  of  his  great  mind 
and  ample  opportunities  for  observation  to  bear  on  the  suggestion  or 
perfection  of  a  plan  of  eradicating  this  diathesis  from  our  species,  and 
give  us  a  method  of  preventing  its  insidious  action,  which  is  now  con- 
taminating our  race  to  a  deplorable  extent.  A  plan  of  intra-uterine 
treatment  has  been  adopted  in  this  city  for  the  last  ten  years  by  some 
practitioners,  and  has  been  attended  with  marked  success,  in  many 
cases  of  undoubted  scrofulous  diathesis  on  the  part  of  the  mother, 
resulting  in  a  succession  of  feeble  lymphatic  offspring,  sooa  sinking 
under  one  of  the  many  forms  of  scrofulous  disease.    It  has  apparently 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


499 


changed  the  character  of  the  person,  and  succeeding  pregnancies  have 
produced  healthy  infants;  but  whether  on  a  more  extended  experience 
it  will  be  found  equally  successful  remains  yet  to  be  tested. 

Selections. 

TROUBLE  IN  THE  WIGWAM  AT  BALTIMORE. 

Two  notorious  homoeopathic  practitioners  in  this  city  have,  it  ap- 
pears, been  at  loggerheads  for  some  time  in  regard  to  the  very  impor- 
tant question  of  the  possession  of  a  diploma  by  one  of  them,  and  have 
at  last  appeared  in  the  public  prints  through  the  medium  of  an  adver- 
tiser. 

The  parties  in  the  quarrel  are  Dr.  McManus,  one  of  the  earliest 
practitioners  of  this  species  of  quackery  in  our  city,  and  one  J.  Schmidt, 
who  may  be  known  to  some  of  our  readers  by  a  very  silly  onslaught 
he  made  a  few  years  ago  on  our  friend  Dr.  Bond.  It  appears  that 
Dr.  McManus  had  his  doubts  about  the  validity  of  the  M.  D.  which 
Schmidt  wrote  after  his  name,  as  well  he  might  on  grounds  far  differ- 
ent from  those  on  which  he  based  his  objections.  He  accordingly  erased 
Schmidt's  name  from  the  list  of  members  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy.  The  German,  instead  of  regarding  the  act  in  its  prop- 
er light,  as  a  sort  of  compliment  to  his  understanding,  (for  who  would 
object  to  have  his  name  struck  out  of  the  list  of  patients  in  a  mad 
house?)  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  had  a  committee  appointed  to 
look  into  it. 

They  ascertained  that  he  had  a  document,  which  they  call  a  diplo- 
ma, from  the  Allentown  Academy,  of  Pennsylvania,  an  institute  which 
has  hitherto  modestly  concealed  its  existence  from  our  benighted  un- 
derstandings, and  appended  the  following  resolution,  which  we  copy 
as  a  choice  morsel  of  homoeopathic  English.  Its  grammar  has  certain- 
ly reached  the  30th  dilution. 

"Resolved,  That  Dr.  J.  Schmidt,  of  Baltimore,  having  a  legal  and 
valid  diploma,  from  the  Allentown  Academy,  of  Penusylvania,  au  in- 
stitution which  is  now  in  existence,  with  the  authority  to  confer  medi- 
cal (?)  degrees,  and  we  hereby  acknowledge  him  to  be  entitled  to  the 
title  of  M.  D." 

Of  the  merits  of  the  controversy  we  know  nothing  and  care  less, 
but  so  choice  a  curiosity  in  philology  we  could  not  consent  to  keep 
from  our  readers. — Amer.  Jour,  of  Dental  Scienct. 
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GREAT  OBSTETRICAL  DIAGNOSIS. 

[The  following  scrap  from  the  Scalpel  has  so  intelligible 
point  in  it,  and  withal  is  so  well  merited,  that  it  would  imply 
a  keener  edge  in  our  neighbor  than  could  be  expected  after  so 
frequent  use  in  dissecting  tough  subjects,  like  the  Phenomenon. 
We  intended  him  for  our  own  picking,  but  it  seems  he  has  fall- 
en into  better  hands.] 

"We  thought  the  Phenomenon  'cleared'  rather  hastily  for  Europe, 
more  especially  as  the  'season'  at  Saratoga  was  approaching, 
and  he  had  his  laurels  there  to  keep  green.  Rumors  had  reach- 
ed us  of  a  '  beautiful  case,'  a  '  rich  one,'  &c,  &c,  and  we  deter- 
mined to  investigate  the  matter.  Accordingly,  we  called  upon  a  sage 
femmc  in  the  neighborhood  of  Avenue  A,  and  she  gave  us  a  complete 
account  of  the  affair.  The  wife  of  a  mechanic,  who  had  no  previous 
experience,  became  slowly  affected  by  enlargement  of  the  abdomen. 
The  Phenomenon  was  consulted,  and  came  with  his  usual  flourish,  and 
gravely  pronounced  her  the  victim  of  a  tumor,  and  in  a  very  consola- 
tory manner  assured  her  of  its  fatality,  naming  a  few  months  as  the 
utmost  extent  of  her  existence.  Our  sage  femme,  who  lived  in  the 
neighborhood,  was  one  morning  alarmed  by  the  cries  of  the  poor  wo- 
mm,  and  thought  them  sufficiently  expressive  to  warrant  her  in  the 
conviction  that  the  woman  was  in  labor.  She  was,  however,  assured 
it  was  a  much  more  serious  affair — that  poor  Mrs.  was  approach- 
ing the  period  of  her  dissolution,  according  to  the  illustrious  Profes- 
sor's opinion.  Matters  became  rapidly  worse,  and  he  was  sent  for, 
but  he  did  not  arrive  till  the  birth  of  a  child!  The  little  manikin  was 
so  besotted  with  his  opinion,  that  he  actually  tried  to  brave  it  out, 
and  more  than  insinuated  that  the  child  had  been  conveyed  there  for 
the  purpose  of  annoying  him;  but  the  husband  informed  him  that  his 
farther  presence  would  not  be  tolerated,  and  he  left  in  haste. 

Dr.  Nelson,  of  the  Northern  Lancet,  will  please  copy.  At  the 
same  time,  consult  his  file  of  the  Scalpel  for  a  similar  case  by  the 
Phenomenon.    What  will  not  conceit  do  for  a  man?" 


Drapetomania,  or  the  Disease  causing  Slaves  to  Run  Away. 

[We  publish  the  following  from  the  "  Georgia  Blister  and 
Critic,"  as  a  literary  curiosity.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  our  old 
friend,  Dr.  Cartwright,  of  New  Orleans:] 
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"  Drapetomania  is  from  *  *  *  *  *  a  runaway  slave,  and  *  *  * 
mad  or  crazy.  It  is  unknown  to  our  medical  authorities,  although  its 
diagnostic  symptom,  the  absconding  from  service,  is  well  known  to 
our  planters  and  overseers,  as  it  was  to  the  ancient  Greeks,  who  ex- 
pressed by  the  single  word  *****  tne  fac£  0f  the  absconding, 
and  the  relation  that  the  fugitive  held  to  the  person  he  fled  from.  I 
have  added  to  the  word  meaning  runaway  slave,  another  Greek  term, 
to  express  the  disease  of  the  mind  causing  him  to  abscond.  In  no- 
ticing a  disease  not  heretofore  classed  among  the  long  list  of  maladies 
that  man  is  subject  to,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  new  term  to  express 
it.  The  cause,  in  the  most  of  cases,  that  induces  the  negro  to  run 
away  from  service  is  as  much  a  disease  of  the  mind  as  any  other 
species  of  mental  alienation,  and  much  more  curable  as  a  general  rule. 
With  the  advantages  of  proper  medical  advice,  strictly  followed,  this 
troublesome  practice  that  many  negroes  have  of  running  away  can  be 
almost  entirely  prevented,  although  the  slaves  be  located  on  the  bor- 
ders of  a  free  State,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  abolitionists.  I 
was  born  in  Virginia,  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  where  negroes  are  nu- 
merous, and  studied  medicine  some  years  in  Maryland,  a  slave  State, 
separated  from  Pennsylvania,  a  free  State,  by  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line — a  mere  air  line,  without  wall  or  guard.  I  long  ago  observed  that 
some  persons  considered  as  very  good,  and  others  as  very  bad  mas- 
ters, often  lost  their  negroes  by  their  absconding  from  service;  while 
the  slaves  of  another  class  of  persons,  remarkable  for  order  and  good 
discipline,  but  not  praised  or  blamed  as  either  good  or  bad  masters, 
never  ran  away,  although  no  guard  or  forcible  means  were  used  to 
prevent  them  The  same  management  which  prevented  them  from 
walking  over  a  mere  nominal,  unguarded  line,  will  prevent  them  from 
running  away  anywhere. 

To  ascertain  the  true  method  of  governing  negroes,  so  as  to  cure 
and  prevent  the  disease  under  consideration,  we  must  go  back  to  the 
Pentateuch,  and  learn  the  true  meaning  of  the  untranslated  term  that 
represents  the  negro  race.  In  the  name  there  given  to  that  race  is 
locked  up  the  true  art  of  governing  negroes  in  such  a  manner  that 
they  cannot  run  away.  The  correct  translation  of  that  term  declares 
the  Creator's  will  in  regard  to  the  negro;  it  declares  him  to  be  the 
submissive  knee-bender.  In  the  anatomical  conformation  of  his  knees 
we  see  'genu  fezi?  written  in  the  physical  structure  of  his  knees,  being 
more  flexed  or  bent  than  any  other  kind  of  a  man.    If  the  white  man 
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attempts  to  oppose  the  Deity's  will,  by  trying  to  make  the  negro  any- 
thing else  than  'the  submissive  knee-bender,'  (which  the  Almighty  de- 
clared he  should  be,)  by  trying  to  raise  him  to  a  level  with  himself, 
or  by  putting  himself  on  an  equality  with  the  negro;  or  if  he  abuses 
the  power  which  God  has  given  him  over  his  fellow-man,  by  being 
cruel  to  him  or  punishing  him  in  anger,  or  by  neglecting  to  protect 
him  fro*i  the  wanton  abuses  of  his  fellow-servants  and  all  others,  or 
by  denying  him  the  usual  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life,  the  negro 
will  run  away;  but  if  he  keeps  him  in  the  position  that  we  learn  from 
the  scriptures  he  was  intended  to  occupy,  that  is,  the  position  of  sub- 
mission, and  if  his  master  or  overseer  be  kind  and  gracious  in  his  bear- 
ing towards  him  without  condescension,  and  at  the  same  time  minis- 
ters to  his  physical  wants  and  protects  him  from  abuses,  the  negro  is 
spell-bound,  and  cannot  run  away.  He  shall  serve  Jopheth-;  he  shall  he 
his  servant  of  servants;' — on  the  conditions  above  mentioned — condi- 
tions that  are  clearly  implied,  though  not  directly  expressed.  Ac- 
cordingly to  my  experience,  the  'genu  flexit' — the  awe  and  reverence, 
must  be  exacted  from  them,  or  they  will  despise  their  masters,  become 
rude  and  ungovernable,  and  run  away.  On  Mason  &  Dixon's  line, 
two  classes  of  persons  were  apt  to  lose  their  negroes:  those  who  made 
themselves  too  familiar  with  them,  treating  them  as  equals,  and  mak- 
ing little  or  no  distinction  in  regard  to  color;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
those  who  treated  them  cruelly,  denied  them  the  common  necessaries 
of  life,  neglected  to  protect  them  against  the  abuses  of  others,  or 
frightened  them  by  a  blustering  manner  of  approach,  when  about  to 
punish  them  for  misdemeanors.  Before  negroes  run  away,  unless  they 
are  frightened  or  panic-struck,  they  become  sulky  and  dissatisfied. 
The  cause  of  this  sulkiness  and  dissatisfaction  should  be  inquired  into 
and  removed,  or  they  are  apt  to  run  away  or  fall  into  the  negro  con- 
sumption. When  sulky  and  dissatisfied  without  cause,  the  experience 
of  those  on  the  line  and  elsewhere  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  whipping 
them  out  of  it  as  a  preventive  measure  against  absconding  or  other 
bad  conduct.    It  was  called  whipping  the  devil  out  of  them. 

If  treated  kindly,  well  fed  and  clothed,  with  fuel  enough  to  keep  a 
small  fire  burning  all  night,  separated  into  families,  each  family  having 
its  own  house — not  permitted  to  run  about  at  night,  or  to  visit,  or  to 
use  intoxicating  liquors,  and  not  overworked  or  exposed  too  much  to 
the  weather,  they  are  very  easily  governed — more  so  than  any  other 
people  in  the  world.    When  all  this  is  done,  if  any  one  or  more  of 
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them  at  any  time  are  inclined  to  raise  their  heads  to  a  level  with  their 
master  or  overseer,  humanity  and  their  own  good  require  that  they 
should  be  punished  until  they  fall  into  that  submissive  state  which  it 
was  intended  for  them  to  occupy  in  all  after-time,  when  their  progeni- 
tor received  the  name  of  Canaan,  or  'submissive  knee-bender.'  They 
have  only  to  be  kept  in  that  state,  and  treated  like  children,  with 
care,  kindness,  attention  an^  humanity,  to  prevent  and  cure  them 
from  running  away." 


THE  PLEASURES  OF  A  WATER-CURE. 

Sitting  in  our  office  the  other  evening,  we  were  surprised  by  the 
entrance  of  a  relative  and  former  patient,  who  resides  some  four  score 
miles  away.  He  is  suffering  from  incipient  tuberculosis,  and,  at  the 
earnest  entreaties  of  his  wife,  had,  on  the  morniug  of  his  visit,  put 
himself  under  hydropathic  treatment.  He  gave  his  experience  as 
follows:  H. 

"I  left  the  cars  at  Clifton  Springs  at  10  in  the  morning.  On 
arriving  at  the  'Water  Cure,'  I  found  a  sick  Irishman  sitting  on  the 
steps,  whom  I  learned  to  be  the  porter.  He  took  my  trunk  up  to  the 
fourth  story,  sitting  down  occasionally  to  rest,  and  lean  his  head  upon 
his  hand.  The  stairs  were  covered  with  rope-rugs,  with  the  exception 
of  the  last  pair,  which  was  painted  a  cold,  dismal  blue.  My  sky-par- 
lor proved  to  have  three  other  occupants— one,  a  paralytic;  one  with 
a  white  swelling  ;  and  the  third  with  a  somewhat  offensive  carbuncle. 
Leaving  this  cheerful  scene,  I  was  conducted  to  the  baths,  where  I 
had  the  privilege  of  witnessing  a  great  variety  of  cutaneous  diseases. 
All  about  were  poor  wretches,  hobbling  on  canes  and  crutches,  and 
making  wry  faces  over  draughts  of  the  brimstone  water;  all  drinking 
from  a  single  green  glass  tumbler,  the  fluid  itself  tasting  like  a  mix- 
ture of  rotten  eggs  and, rain  water,  drank  from  an  old  boot,  and  smell- 
ing like  a  regiment  of  Scotchmen. 

"My  next  trip  was  to  the  doctor,  who  said  I  didn't  use  my  lungs 
above  the  nipples,  which  was  another  cheerful  circumstance.  The 
best  thing  of  the  day  was  the  dinner,  which,  by  the  way,  I  went  up 
town  to  a  hotel  for,  and  which  was  free  from  the  brimstone  smell. 

"At  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  ordered  my  baggage  down,  and  Raving 
satisfied  the  reasonable  charges  of  the  doctor,  (25  cents,  IT.  S.  cur- 
rency,) I  took  the  cars  for  Buffalo,  having  had  just  four  hours'  <  x;»(>- 
rience  of  the  Water  Cure." — Buffalo  Med.  Jour. 
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THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

We  are  not  so  great  an  admirer  of  this  Association  as  some  of 
our  friends  profess  to  be.  We  do  not  think  that  it  has  done  so 
much  for  the  advancement  of  science  and  the  glory  of  the  profession 
as  it  might  have  done.  Indeed,  we  think  that  it  has  done  very  little 
in  comparison  with  the  outlay  of  time  and  money  incurred.  The  As- 
sociation might  regulate  medical  teachii^,  and  elevate  the  require- 
ments of  medical  candidates  in  this  country.  It  has  not  done  so.  It 
might  have  constituted  itself  a  bona  fide  medical  congress,  in  which 
the  cardinal  questions  of  medical  philosophy  might  have  been,  and 
might  still  be  discussed.  This  it  has  not  done.  Three  days  is  rather 
too  short  ;i  time  for  anything  like  scientific  discussion,  more  especial- 
ly when  the  intervening  nights  are  spent  in  frolicking.  All  that  the 
Association  has  done  might  have  been  accomplished  without  it,  and 
its  expenses,  which  are  no  small  item,  might  have  been  saved.  We 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  sessions  of  the  convention  be  lengthened 
— that  all  the  papers  prepared  for  the  occasion  be  read — not  mere 
abstracts  of  them — -and  that  prominent  and  important  topics  be  selected 
for  discussion.  The  observation  of  facts  is  important,  researches  by 
crucible  and  microscope  are  of  great  service  to  medical  science  ;  but 
the  intellect  of  the  reasoner  must  be  brought  to  bear  on  them  to  ren- 
der them  available  in  practice.  This  would  be  better  effected  by  dis- 
cussion— by  the  collision  of  intellect  amongst  men  of  thought,  and 
reading,  and  observation,  than  by  any  other  means.  For  the  discus- 
sion of  such  topics  it  would  be  worth  while  to  have  a  convention.  We 
would  also  be  in  favor  of  doing  away  with  all  costly  entertainments 
and  frolicking.  These  certainly  do  not  advance  the  dignity  of  the 
profession  or  the  march  of  science. — St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 


THE  SPECULUM  UTERI. 

Dr.  Parish,  of  Philadelphia,  says:  "  You  know,  or  think  you  do, 
what  can  be  done  with  the  speculum.  We  know,  or  think  we  do,  what 
can  be  done  without  it.  Let  us  compare.  We  may  pass  the  finger 
directly  in  contact  with  the  os  uteri,  without  disturbing  its  position, 
and  judge  immediately  of  its  locality.  If  it  is  too  high,  or  too  low, 
too  much  anteriorly  or  posteriorly,  we  know  it.  What  can  be  done 
more  with  the  speculum  as  to  position?    Indeed  the  rotation  of  the 
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instrument  and  its  proper  adjustment  may  disturb  the  position  of  the 
organ  in  such  a  manner  as  materially  to  interfere  with  forming  a  cor- 
rect diagnosis.  We  may  touch  the  anterior  and  posterior  lips — press, 
and  ask  the  patient  if  she  suffers  pain,  and  thus  judge  of  its  sensitiveness. 
Could  the  eye  do  more?  We  may  feel  if  it  is  soft  or  hard,  ulcerated 
or  congested — -will  the  speculum  answer  more  correctly?  We  want  to 
know  the  temperature  of  the  organ,  and  surrounding  parts.  The  qual- 
ity in  this  respect  is  imparted  to  the  finger.  Is  it  to  the  eye?  Imme- 
diately connected  with  temperature  is  the  question  of  moisture.  How 
much  secretion  is  there,  and  what  its  kind  ?  Can  the  eye  discern  bet- 
ter than  its  more  humble  adjunct?"  Dr.  Meigs,  of  the  same  city,  says 
the  use  of  the  speculum  is  a  "flagrant  act — an  act  inexcusable,  save 
under  the  duress  of  a  conviction  that  it  is  needful  for  the  safety  of  the 
woman."  Again  he  says:  "I  am  convinced  that  a  very  experienced 
or  erudite  touch,  a  tact  us  eruditus,  can  often  report  to  the  practition- 
er's intell  gence  all  that  he  shall  require  to  know  of  the  case." 

We  are  glad  to  report  the  views  of  such  eminent  men  in  discourage- 
ment of  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  speculum  in  uterine  diseases.  Our 
own  convictions  are,  that  in  the  ascertainment  of  displacements  of  the 
womb,  the  speculum  is  nearly  useless — certainly  very  inferior  to  the 
touch — and  that  the  touch,  even,  is  not  necessary  in  most  cases,  to 
determine  the  existence  of  a  prolapsus,  which  is  as  certainly  evidenced 
by  certain  well-known  symptoms,  as  is  any  disease  to  which  the  human 
body  is  liable.  The  amount  and  character  of  uterine  discharges  may 
also  be  determined  without  a  resort  to  either  method  of  examination ; 
as  may  also,  with  a  considerable  degree  of  certainty,  the  extent  of  the 
inflammation  and  hypertrophy.  The  existence  of  ulcerations  may  in 
general  be  ascertained  by  the  touch  and  the  discharge.  But  to  relieve 
and  cure  the  displacement  by  the  use  of  the  sponge  pessary,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  assure  ourselves  of  its  existence,  and  the  diseased  condi- 
tions consequent  upon  such  displacement  disappear  with  a  removal  of 
the  cause  of  them  ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  always  essential  even  to 
know  of  the  existence  of  these  secondary  affections. — Memphis  Med. 
Recorder. 


HOMOEOPATHY— HIGH  DILUTIONS-"PROVINGS  OF  HYDROPHOBIC." 

In  the  August  number  of  the  Philadelphia  Journal  of  Homoeopathy 
may  be  found  an  editorial  article  recommending  a  Dr.  Lentz  and  his 
high  dilutions.    "Dr.  Lentz,"  say  the  editors,  "is  frank  in  making 
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known  the  mode  of  carrying  up  his  dilutions.  They  are  prepared 
centesimally,  that  is,  on  the  Hahnemannian  plan.  Every  dilution  is 
prepared  separately,  and  receives  a  hundred  distinct  shakes,  so  that 
if  a  medicine  is  labelled  500  or  5000,  we  feel  confident  it  is  correct — 
that  is,  the  medicine  has  been  diluted  500  or  5000  times."  In  the 
same  Journal  we  find  a  very  labored  article  on  the  "provings  of  hy- 
drophobic" by  John  Redman  Coxe,  Jr.,  M.  D.;  and  on  account  of 
the  multiplicity  of  the  symptoms  this  new  and  most  remarkable  thera- 
peutical agent  produced  in  him  and  the  little  Coxes,  we  are  disposed 
to  give  a  synopsis  of  them.  It  took  just  sixty  pellets  of  the  third  di 
lution  of  this  hydrophobic  for  four  successive  days,  to  produce  the 
following  symptoms  in  Dr.  Coxe,  who  is  54  years  of  age,  and  of  a 
nervo-sanguineous  temperament. 

''Mind. — Feeling  as  if  something  annoying  was  about  to  happen  ; 
goes  off  when  thinking  about  it.  Morose  and  crabbed  feelings  until 
the  fourth  day.  Felt  very  cross,  and  did  not  want  to  converse,  or 
see  anything.  Very  cross;  so  much  so  that  my  children  expressed 
great  surprise;  scolded  my  wife  and  children ;  felt  wretched.  Offend- 
ed at  everything,  disposed  to  get  mad.  Thought  came  into  my  mind 
to  attack  others  in  a  mean  way — biting,  snapping  with  convulsions ; 
irritable,  with  headache.  Caught  myself  saying  to  nephew,  in  a  se- 
vere tone,  "if  you  do  that  again,"  when  he  was  not  really  in  fault. 
Impatient  all  day,  with  the  headache.  Undecided  with  little  things. 
Pain  in  the  heart.  Felt  unusually  serious,  bitterly  crying,  with  head- 
ache. Had  a  good  cry  before  going  to  bed;  felt  very  sad;  sighing, 
with  oppression  in  breathing.  Sang  more  than  usual;  did  not  feel  at 
all  merry,  singing  involuntary.  Exhilarated,  felt  as  if  had  received 
joyful  intelligence  all  day.  Happy  disposition  after  perspiring  in  the 
evening.  Excited,  cannot  sleep.  Exaltation;  thinks  he  was  some- 
thing of  importance,  admires  his  own  skill  in  talking  Latin  fluently  in 
a  dream.  Subordination,  like  a  servant  in  a  dream.  Dulness  and 
stupidity  at  night.  Dizziness. — Slight  dizziness  and  nausea.  Feels 
as  if  a  leaden  ball  was  rolling  about  in  the  brain.  He  loses  conscious- 
ness for  a  moment.  Dulness  in  occiput  and  forehead.  Severe  heavy 
pains  in  forehead,  lasting  five  hours  Sharp  pricking  pain  in  left  tem- 
ple, attended  with  throbbing  and  pinchiDg." 

And  thus  this  martyr  to  medical  science  continues  to  describe  symp- 
toms in  all  their  minutiae,  as  they  affected  the  various  organs  and  tis- 
anes, occupying  nearly  thirteen  pages  of  the  Journal  in  the  description. 
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The  fact  is,  he  has  made  out  a  case  of  hydrophobia;  and  it  is  presum- 
ed that  the  homoeopathic  remedy  for  the  poisonous  effects  of  bites  from 
rabid  animals  will  henceforth  be,  to  have  the  suffering  patient  again 
bitten  by  the  same  or  some  other  rabid  animal.  If  any  of  our  rea- 
ders have  any  doubts  as  to  the  efficacy  of  homoeopathic  remedies,  of 
the  science  which  is  displayed  by  the  practitioners  of  that  absurd  doc- 
trine, we  commend  to  them  a  careful  perusal  of  the  two  articles  in  the 
Journal  alluded  to. 


ACQUITTAL  OF  PROFESSOR  CROSBY. 

Most  of  our  readers  have  already  learned  that,  on  the  second  trial 
of  the  suit  brought  by  Lorenzo  Slack,  of  Norwich,  Vt.,  against  Dixi 
Crosby,  M.  D.,  of  Hanover,  in  this  State,  for  alleged  maltreatment  of 
a  fractured  thigh,  the  Jury  of  Winsdor  Co.  (Vt.)  court  has  rendered 
a  verdict  in  favor  of  Dr.  C,  thereby  reversing  the  decision  of  last 
year,  which  assessed  damages  to  be  paid  by  him  to  said  Slack  to  the 
amount  of  $800  and  costs. 

The  result  of  this  trial  has  been  anxiously  looked  for;  and  it  has 
been  very  justly  regarded  as  involving  the  interests  of  the  whole  pro- 
fession to  a  greater  extent  than  any  previous  trial  in  this  country. 

It  was  of  importance,  as  establishing  a  precedent  upon  several  new 
and  heretofore  untried  points.  It  was  the  trial  of  an  eminent  surgeon 
— a  professor  in  a  medical  school  of  established  reputation, — the  rep- 
resentative of  a  class  of  surgeons  heretofore  comparatively  free  from 
these  prosecutions.  It  was  also  the  trial  of  a  surgeon  whose  connec- 
tion with  the  case  was  very  little  more  than  that  of  a  mere  spectator. 
More  important  still,  here  was  a  patient  who  had  wilfully  disregarded 
the  most  important  directions  of  his  attending  physician, — claiming 
compensation  for  the  consequences  of  his  own  indiscretions,  so  that  on 
this  case  depended  many  points  of  vital  importance,  not  only  to  sur- 
geons, but  to  the  whole  community. 

When  Dr.  Crosby  was  sentenced  to  pay  damages,  at  the  trial  in 
May,  1853,  a  sensation  of  alarm  and  insecurity  pervaded  the  whole 
medical  fraternity,  and  we  are  imformed  that  forty  prosecutions  would 
have  been  immediately  commenced  in  Vermont,  and  many  in  this 
State,  as  a  consequence  of  a  like  verdict  in  the  present  trial. 

We  consider  Prof.  Crosby  entitled  to  the  regards  of  the  profession 
for  the  energy  and  perseverance  with  which  he  has  defended  himself, 
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— as,  while  he  has  protected  his  own  pocket  and  reputation,  he  has 
in  a  greater  degree  protected  the  pockets  of  his  professional  brethren. 
— N.  H.  Journal. 


VOLUME  VII.  OF  THE  TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  forthcoming  volume  of  the  Association's  Transactions,  which 
will  be  ready  in  October,  will  be  equal  to  any  that  have  been  publish- 
ed, in  value  and  interest.  It  will  contain  a  very  elaborate  report  of 
the  Diseases  of  the  South-West,  by  Dr.  Fenner,  of  New  Orleans  ;  a 
Surgical  Prize  Essay,  by  Dr.  Brainerd  ;  a  report  by  Dr.  Mendenhall 
on  the  Fevers  of  the  West,  and  other  papers  of  interest.  Gentlemen 
can  obtain  copies,  at  the  price  of  three  dollars,  by  applying  to  Dr. 
Isaac  Wood,  New  York. 


THE  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE 

[Will  see,  by  the  following  article,  the  reorganization  of  the  model 
Hospital  at  Philadelphia,  to  which  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  in  that 
city  have  been  constrained,  by  experience,  as  the  only  wise  course  for 
the  city  authorities,  and  the  only  safe  and  humane  protection  of  the 
sick  and  disabled  poor  who  are  the  inmates  of  that  extensive  charity. 
They  have  at  two  several  times  been  led  astray  by  the  delusive  arti- 
fices of  certain  hungry  aspirants  for  place,  to  abolish  the  office  of 
chief  resident  physician,  thus  to  remove  the  able  incumbents  without 
fault,  and  twice  tried  the  experiment  of  placing  a  secular  warden  at 
the  head  of  the  hospital,  to  indulge  the  proscriptive  envy  of  such  a 
man  as  Dr.  Benedict,  by  certain  false  brethren  in  the  profession.  -But 
at  length  these  guardians  of  the  poor  in  Philadelphia  have  escaped 
the  snare,  repudiated  the  gratuitous  volunteers,  who  in  getting  noth- 
ing got  more  than  they  were  worth,  and  the  poor  are  no  longer  to  be 
victimized  by  the  goslings  who  sought  to  learn  surgery  by  performing 
their  first  experiments  at  operations  upon  the  helpless  inmates  of  this 
public  charity. 

The  Blockley  Hospital  is  now  committed  to  the  care  of  a  chief  res- 
ident physician,  who,  as  its  medical  head,  has  no  equal  or  co-ordinate 
authority,  nor  any  dictators  in  matters  for  which  he  alone  is  responsi- 
ble. Nor  can  any  surgical  operation  be  performed  upon  the  poor,  ex- 
cept by  his  advice,  not  even  by  either  of  the  consulting  surgeons  or 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


509 


physicians  ;  nor  can  any  measures  or  changes  be  considered,  except 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  resident  physician,  his  authority 
being  supreme,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  view  of  his  responsibility.  This 
officer  is  amply  qualified,  both  by  education  and  experience  :  and  his 
associates,  it  will  be  seen,  are  equally  eminent  men.  When  shall  our 
own  almshouse  hospital  at  Bellevue  be  thus  radically  reformed,  and 
restored  to  the  proud  position  it  occupied  in  the  days  when  Dr.  Isaac 
Wood  and  Dr.  Alex.  P.  Vache  were  supreme  in  its  government,  with- 
out having  an  army  of  hungry  experimenters  and  learners  harking  at 
their  heels,  while  biting  and  devouring  each  other,  in  their  strife  for 
victimizing  the  poor  patients,  in  the  ratio  of  83  per  cent.!  mortality 
after  their  unsurgical  surgery.] 

"  Opening  of  the  Blockley  Hospital  for  Clinical  Instruction. 
— At  a  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  held  September  5th, 
to  consider  and  adopt  rules  for  the  government  of  clinical  lectures  at 
the  Blockley  Hospital,  and  of  other  business  relating  to  the  subject 
of  clinical  instruction,  the  following  report  was  made  and  unanimous- 
ly adopted  : 

"The  clinical  officers  shall  consist  of  three  surgeons  and  lecturers 
on  clinical  surgery,  of  which  the  chief  resident  physician  shall  be  one, 
and  three  physicians  and  lecturers  on  clinical  medicine,  of  which  the 
chief  resident  physician  shall  also  be  one,  who  together  shall  constitute 
the  Medical  Board  of  the  hospital. 

"The  Medical  Board  shall  arrange  the  period  of  the  service  during 
the  lecture  term,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  most  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  hospital. 

"The  consulting  surgeons  shall  always  be  present  at  every  capital 
operation,  and  no  operation  shall  be  performed  unless  advised  by  at 
least  one  consulting  surgeon  and  the  chief  resident  physician;  the  con- 
sent of  the  patient  thereto  being  first  obtained. 

"The  consulting  physicians  shall  always  participate  in  the  recom- 
mendation to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  any  measures  connected  with 
the  medical  service,  provided  the  measure  has  been  first  recommended 
by  the  chief  resident  physician. 

"The  charge  of  the  hospital  and  of  the  clinical  wards  shall  be  under 
the  chief  resident  physician,  who  shall  see  that  such  treatment  as  is 
directed  in  consultation  is  faithfully  conducted. 

"The  clinical  nurses  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Res- 
ident Physician,  in  regard  to  all  ward  duties. 
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"No  patient  shall  be  transferred  from  the  Hospital  to  the  Clinical 
Wards  except  by  the  order  of  the  Chief  Resident  Physician,  and  no 
patient  shall  be  discharged  from  the  Clinical  Wards  except  with  the 
consent  of  the  consulting  officers. 

"All  diversity  of  opinion  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  the  medical 
officers,  whether  consulting  or  resident,  shall  be  referred  to  the  Hos- 
pital Committee. 

"  Drs.  Henry  H.  Smith  and  D.  H.  Agnew  were  appointed  the  Con- 
sulting Surgeons;  and  Drs.  John  L.  Ludlow  and  R.  T.  Coleman  the 
Consulting  Physicians. 

"  On  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Coleman,  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  Dr. 
Casper  Morris  was  elected  in  his  place. 


(SMtor'a  ftabU. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

This  Journal  will  be  delivered  free  of  postage  to  the  Students 
at  the  several  Medical  Colleges,  during  the  session  of  Lectures,  viz., 
from  October,  1854,  to  March,  1855,  on  the  payment  of  one  dollar  in 
advance,  which  may  be  remitted  by  mail,  or  otherwise. 

NEW  VOLUME-CHANGE  OF  TITLE. 

The  present  volume  of  this  Journal  closes  with  the  next  number, 
which  will  appear  on  the  1st  of  December,  1854. 

Two  Dollars  will  then  be  due  in  advance  for  Volume  VI.  from 
every  subscriber  at  home  and  abroad,  which  should  be  remitted  before 
the  1st  of  January.  Delinquent  subscribers  should  send  four  dol- 
lars, which  will  include  payment  for  the  year  1855,  otherwise  their 
papers  must  be  stopped.  All  remittances,  by  mail,  are  at  our  risk, 
if  directed  to  the  editor,  852  Broadway. 

Take  Notice. — The  title  of  this  Journal  will  be  changed,  com- 
mencing with  the  January  number,  1855,  being  the  commencement 
of  our  sixth  volume,  to  the  "AMERICAN  Medical  Gazette  and  Jour- 
nal of  Health"  as,  instead  of  being  a  local  paper,  it  has  become  a  Na- 
tional one,  by  its  widely  extended  patronage — circulating,  as  it  does, 
among  medical  men  all  over  the  country,  from  Canada  to  California, 
and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
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Very  great  improvements  are  in  contemplation  for  the  future,  in 
the  contents  and  style  of  the  publication,  the  nature  and  extent  of 
Which  will  be  announced  in  January;  but  there  will  be  no  increase  in 
price,  and  it  will  continue  to  appear  punctually  on  the  first  day  of 
every  month. 

The  character  and  scope  of  the  American  Medical  Gazette  and  Jour- 
nal of  Health  will  be  unchanged.  Independence  of  any  and  every 
school,  college,  hospital,  clique,  or  party  in  the  profession,  will  dis- 
tinguish it  as  heretofore.  Opposition  to  every  monopoly,  and  especi- 
ally to  all  false  pretense,  will  still  be  exhibited  without  fear,  favor,  or 
partiality.  Quackery,  in  its  every  phase,  will  be  exposed  and  rebuk- 
ed, and  the  more  boldly  when  exemplified  in  public  institutions,  close 
corporations,  colleges,  hospitals,  or  cliniques,  or  when  sheltered  under 
the  mask  of  prostituted  and  forfeited  diplomas.  In  short,  the  in- 
terests, reputation,  and  rights  of  the  profession  proper,  in  contradis- 
tinction to  the  ignorant  and  unprincipled  pretenders  to  superior  or 
exclusive  knowledge  in  any  department,  will  be  vindicated  and  de- 
fended, with  the  zeal  and  fidelity  which  becomes  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent press,  which  claims  to  belong  to  the  entire  profession,  as  their 
common  property. 

Medical  education  will  be  vigilantly  scrutinized,  and  the  claims, 
merits,  and  character  of  the  professors  and  teachers,  in  all  our  Uni- 
versities, Colleges,  and  Schools,  will  be  canvassed  and  criticised,  as 
public  and  professional  interest  may  demand.  Especially  will  the 
clinical  teaching  at  the  several  schools  and  hospitals  be  subjected  to 
animadversion,  when  the  claims  of  either  science  or  humanity  are 
sacrificed  to  the  passion  for  notoriety  or  for  the  love  of  pelf. 

Finally,  we  intend  that  the  American  Medical  Gazette  shall  furnish 
its  readers  with  a  monthly  digest  of  all  the  medical  intelligence  which 
shall  be  either  new  or  useful,  and  which  may  be  found  in  the  other 
medical  journals  at  home  or  abroad,  which  are  regularly  received  in 
exchange.  Every  number  will  also  contain  one  or  more  original  mo- 
nographs, reports,  or  other  novelties,  for  the  preparation  of  which 
able  writers  are  engaged,  who  will  be  paid  for  their  articles,  whether 
critical  or  practical.  While  correspondents  are  secured  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  who  will  transmit  items  of  medical  news,  gossip, 
politics,  quackery,  &c.  The  regular  and  impartial  criticism  of  all 
new  publications  will  likewise  be  continued. 

A  department  will  always  be  reserved  for  matters  of  interest  in  re- 
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lation  to  hygeine  and  medical  police,  and  all  that  appertains  to  the 
public  health. 

May  we  not  now  look  to  our  subscribers  for  a  renewed  effort  to 
extend  our  subscription  list;  and  to  the  profession  for  increased  sup- 
port? 

Our  subscription  price  is  still  only  Two  Dollars  per  annum,  invaria- 
bly in  advance. 

Two  copies  will  be  mailed  to  a  single  address  for  Three  Dollars,  in 
advance. 

Clubs  may  have  three  copies  sent  for  Five  Dollars,  or  seven  copies 
for  Ten  Dollars,  if  mailed  to  one  address. 

The  postage,  if  prepaid,  cannot  exceed  6  cents  per  annum,  unless 
over  500  miles,  or  12  cents  if  any  distance. 

Let  each  subscriber  send  us  one  additional  name,  and  enclose 
Three  Dollars  for  the  year,  which  will  pay  for  two  copies,  when  mailed 
in  one  wrapper. 


RATIO  OF  MORTALITY  INCREASED  BY  QUACKERY! 

A  diminished  rate  of  mortality,  whenever  ascertained,  is  justly 
deemed  a  demonstration  of  advance  in  the  art  of  healing,  and  is  every- 
where regarded  as  affording  the  best  kind  of  evidence  that  the 
science  and  skill  of  physicians  is  improving.  This  is  the  true  criterion, 
and  the  converse  of  this  proposition  is  equally  just,  viz.:  Whenever 
the  rate  of  mortality  is  increasing,  a  deterioration  in  the  art  of  heal- 
ing is  to  be  inferred,  and  medical  men  are  deemed  less  reliable,  their 
want  of  success  being  ascribed  to  their  lack  of  science  or  skill,  or  a  de- 
ficiency of  both. 

By  this  standard,  all  regular  physicians,  who  by  education  and 
character  are  worthy  the  name,  are  not  only  willing,  but  desirous,  that 
their  science,  and  their  own  claims  as  practitioners,  may  be  estimated. 
Hence  they  claim  it  as  among  the  proudest  trophies  of  the  steady  and 
rapid  improvement  in  the  art  of  healing,  that  the  mortality  by  many 
diseases  has  been  greatly  diminished;  and  that  maladies  not  long  since 
almost  universally  fatal,  are  now  proved  to  be  within  the  reach  of  art. 
Accordingly,  the  bills  of  mortality,  the  statistics  of  hospitals,  and  the 
tables  of  vital  statistics  in  our  own  and  other  countries,  all  establish 
the  fact  that  the  diminution  in  the  ratio  of  deaths,  by  diseases  in 
general,  is  palpably  proved,  while  mortality,  by  numerous  diseases 
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formerly  deemed  incurable,  has  been  reduced  to  a  fraction.  The 
same  results  have  been  reached  by  calculations  made  on  a  larger  or 
smaller  scale,  and  this  both  in  public  and  private  practice. 

But  it  has  recently  been  affirmed,  and  as  we  think  truly,  that  from 
some  cause  there  has  been  of  late  a  marked  increase  in  the  ratio  of 
deaths  from  inflammatory,  and  especially  from  congestive  diseases. 
And  as  these  are  among  the  maladies  which  our  science  of  scholastic 
medicine  is  supposed  to  have  thoroughly  comprehended,  and  in  which 
the  therapeutic  resources  of  our  regularly  educated  practitioners  are 
claimed  to  have  achieved  their  highest  triumphs,  a  hasty  and  errone- 
ous conclusion  has  been  reached  by  superficial  critics,  that  the.  fault 
lies  with  the  science  of  medicine  and  its  cultivators.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, can  be  wider  from  the  truth.  The  regular  profession,  its  teach- 
ers and  practitioners,  disclaim  all  responsibility  in  the  premises,  and 
for  the  reason  that  their-advice  is  neither  sought  nor  followed,  until, 
as  in  a  multitude  of  such  cases  ever  recurring,  the  time  for  rational 
treatment  has  been  lost,  and  the  local  lesions  which  have  occurred, 
for  lack  of  depletion,  arc  inevitably  fatal. 

The  inquiry  is  often  reiterated,  Why  is  it  that  so  large  a  proportion 
of  paralytic,  diseases  are  reported  as  causes  of  mortality,  compared 
with  the  statistics,  comparatively  but  a  few  years  age?  Why  should 
the  fatality  of  acute  diseases,  of  congestive  character,  be  greater  than 
formerly?  Why  is  total  deafness  so  often  the  result  of  scarlatina,  for 
example?  Why  are  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers,  hepatic  disease,  whe- 
ther inflammatory,  congestive,  or  mixed — -and  especially  remittent  and 
intermittent  fever — so  much  more  frequently  observed  to  swell  the  bills 
of  mortality  than  formerly? 

To.  all  such  queries  we  reply,  it  is  because  of  gross  and  criminal 
Mac-practice;  and  this  not  by  the  regular  profession,  but  in  defiance  of 
their  earnest  protest  and  remonstrance.  A  wide-spread  medical  infi- 
delity has  been  infused  into  the  popular  mind,  by  a  faction  of  so-called 
"Medical  Reformers,"  whose  medical  heresies  have  been  propagated 
with  the  zeal  of  sectaries,  and  all  of  which  have  aimed  to  overthrow 
the  public  confidence  in  the  employment  of  bleeding,  purgatives  and 
other  depletory  remedies,  which  the  experience  of  centuries  has  de- 
monstrated to  be  curative  and  necessary,  and  which,  in  the  hands  of 
enlightened  and  skillful  men,  have  saved  myriads  of  human  lives. 
Availing  themselves  of  solitary  examples  of  alleged  mischiefs  to  health 
and  life,  which  have  resulted  from  the  abuses  of  the  lancet,  calomel, 
33 
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antimony,  &c,  occurring  either  by  excess  or  the  mistakes  of  ignorant 
practitioners,  they  have  created  prejudices,  not  only  against  the  men 
who  employ  these  remedies  in  any  case,  but  against  the  system  of  me- 
dical practice  taught  and  held  by  the  regular  profession,  recognized 
as  such  the  world  over. 

In  America,  these  heresies  were  first  proclaimed  some  thirty  years 
ago,  by  one  Samuel  Thompson,  an  illiterate  clown,  who  claimed  to  be 
a  doctor  "by  natur,"  and  who,  in  his  first  book,  which  resulted 
in  founding  the  sect  of  Thompsonians,  declared  himself  against  all 
manner  of  blood-letting,  as  a  remedy  in  any  disease,  by  affirming  that 
"if  God  Almighty  had  intended  that  man  should  be  bled,  He  would 
when  He  made  him  have  left  a  hole  somewhere  on  his  body  for  the 
purpose,  and  a  cork  to  stop  it."  This  sect  once  overrun  many  parts 
of  our  country  like  an  epidemic,  and  as  "  every  man  was  his  own  doc- 
tor," the  sacrifice  of  human  life,  by  the  neglect  of  rational  treatment, 
and  the  direct  results  of  steam,  cayenne  pepper,  and  other  deleterious 
agents,  was  doubtless  greater  than  ever  followed  the  cholera,  when 
it  has  swept  over  these  same  regions.  But  the  indirect  mischief?, 
by  awakening  distrust  of  physicians  and  hostility  to  the  established 
modes  of  practice,  were  much  greater;  for  physicians  have  been  hin- 
dered, and  persuaded  to  omit  bleeding  and  other  depletory  agencies, 
contrary  to  their  better  judgment,  out  of  deference  to  the  pre-con- 
ceived  objections  made  by  their  patients,  who  were  influenced  by 
Thompsonianism. 

At  length  the  theory  and  practice  began  to  die  out,  chiefly  by  the 
death  of  its  votaries  and  propagators,  who  proverbially  became  every- 
where its  victims.  And  just  at  this  crisis,  Hahnemannism  and  Homoe- 
opathy began  its  career,  and  soon  enlisted  what  was  left  of  Thompso- 
nianism  in  the  country,  because  it  renewed  the  hue  and  cry  against 
blood-letting  as  a  remedy,  superadding  the  condemnation  of  all  active 
medication,  and  proffering  cure  with  tasteless  globules  of  sugar  of  milk, 
instead  of  the  nauseous  drugs  in  common  use.  The  pretensions  to 
learning,  and  especially  the  mysticism  of  the  "new  school,"  soon 
found  for  it  favor  among  a  higher  class  than  Thompsonianism  had 
ever  reached,  and  many  physicians  entered  this  new  and  short  road 
to  fortune,  some  of  whom  have  acquired  an  eminence  in  peddling  su- 
gar pellets  they  could  never  have  attained  in  our  ranks.  Falling  in 
with  the  popular  prejudice  against  depletion  as  a  remedy,  because  of 
its  abuses,  which  the  sect  took  care  to  magnify,  a  very  extensive  pre- 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


515 


judice  has  been  inspired  against  the  "old  seiiool  ef  medicine,"  as  the 
regular  profession  is  facetiously  called.  With  the  multitude,  ever  in- 
tent on  seeking  some  new  thing,  a  temporary  and  evanescent  populari- 
ty has  been  acquired  for  their  "  innocent  medication  by  specifics/'  which 
is  only  to  cease  when  these  doctors  and  their  patients  shall  fall  victims 
to  the  maxim  that, 

For  want  of  timely  aid. 

Millions  Lave  died  of  medicable  w  ounds. 

The  honest  dtpes  among  them  will  perish  with  their  patients,  by 
the  first  acute  disease  in  a  vital  organ  which  assails  them;  while  the 
knaves  who  use  both  allopathy  and  homoeopathy,  being  in  blissful  ig- 
norance of  both,  will  victimize  themselves,  by  presuming  to  handle 
edge  tools  upon  themselves  and  others,  while,  like  children,  they  know 
not  what  they  do. 

The  dear  people  are  beginning  to  number  the  victims  of  Homoe- 
opathy, who  die  of  a  surfeit  of  the  globules,  of  diseases  found  curable 
among  their  neighbors  who  resort  to  physicians  aud  their  remedies; 
while  the  deceived  and  humbugged  clergymen  are  startled  when  their 
chiefs  are  smitten  fatally  of  familiar  maladies,  and  it  is  ascertained 
that  homoeopaths  had  refused  instinctive  importunity  for  purgatives, 
until  a  constipation  of  eleven  days  !  has  developed  irremediable  mis- 
chief in  the  brain,  which  appeals  in  extremis  to  the  regular  faculty 
in  vain,  because  too  late  forever.  The  homoeopaths  are  themselves  de- 
cimated, and  especially  their  children  and  grand-children,  like  those 
of  their  patients,  when  their  pride  forbids  their  abandoning  their  fel- 
lows as  advisers  for  wiser  and  better  men,  as  the  prudent  among 
them  never  fail  to  do.  The  new  diseases  they  invent  to  cover  up 
their  failures,  as  internal  erysipelas  of  the  heart  and  brain!  which  they 
are  ever  discovering  after  their  patients  are  dead,  will  not  serve  them 
much  longer,  for  the  cheat  is  discovered,  and  their  system  is  dissolving 
into  thin  air  before  all  men,  while,  like  the  medical  advisers  of  Madam 
Blaize,  it  may  be  said  of  their  knowledge,  its  extent  and  utility, 
The  doctors  found  when  she  was  dead, 
Her  last  disorder  mortal. 

A  recent  anecdote  is  related  of  one  of  the  most  illustrious  of  the 
tribe,  that,  after  leaving  a  number  of  globules  for  a  sick  lady  at  night, 
with  assurances  that  their  specific  effect  would  certainly  avert  all  dan- 
ger, on  his  morning  call  was  met  at  the  door  by  the  husband,  with 
the  announcement  that  his  lady  died  soon  after  taking  the  first  glo- 


516 


THE  NEW-YORK 


bale,  when  the  homoeopath  exclaimed:  "  Impossible,  sir!"  "It  may  be 
impossible,"  said  the  bereaved  husband,  "but  it  is  true."  "Impossi- 
ble!" again  exclaimed  the  homoeopath,  "for  Hahnemann  says  that 
'  sugar  of  milk,  medicated,  &c,  &c.'  "  He  was  interrupted  in  his 
quotation  by  the  reply,  "  Hahnemann  may  say  what  he  pleases,  sir,  but 
the  patient  is  dead!" 

BROOKLYN  HOMOEOPATH  BEFORE  THE  CORONER ! 

We  understand  that  the  Coroner  of  Brooklyn,  Dr.  Ball,  has  had 
brought  to  his  official  notice  the  death  of  a  young  lady  under  homoa- 
opathic  treatment  for  Intermittent  Fever — this  being  the  third  child 
of  the  same  parents  dead  from  the  same  disease  within  a  few  weeks — 
all  treated  by  the  same  globulist.  We  learn  that  a  post  mortem  of 
the  second  fatal  case  was  made  by  Drs.  Dudley  and  W.  Parker,  and 
that  the  body  of  the  third  was  examined  by  the  same  gentlemen,  with 
Drs.  James  R.  Wood,  Grilman,  and  others.  The  pathological  results 
in  the  case  are  before  a  coroner's  jury,  and  at  the  investigation  into 
the  cause  of  death  numerous  medical  witnesses  are  subpenaed,  includ- 
ing most  of  the  prominent  homoeopaths  of  Brooklyn  and  New  York, 
so  that  the  coroner  has  adjourned  the  sessions  from  day  to  day,  and 
the  testimony  is  recorded  under  oath,  and  will,  of  course,  be  accessi- 
ble on  the  conclusion  of  the  inquiry. 

In  our  December  number  we  expect  to  publish  the  details  of  this 
investigation,  the  importance  of  which  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  sci- 
ence, health  and  life,  far  outweighs  any  mere  personal  considerations. 
The  public  have  a  far  greater  interest  at  stake  than  the  professional 
men  of  any  school.  If  intermittent  fevers  of  congestive  type  are  com- 
mitted to  the  treatment  of  men  who  employ  specifics  of  the  thirtieth 
centesimal  dilution!  in  lieu  of  evacuants,  counter-irritants,  and  anti- 
periodics,  until  the  patients  die  of  cerebral  lesions,  with  coma,  con- 
vulsions, and  critical  hemorrhage;  while  dissection  proves  these  mis- 
chiefs to  be  traceable  to  visceral  engorgements  in  the  abdominal  and 
thoracic  cavities;  well-informed  juries  cannot  fail  to  ascribe  mortality  in 
all  such  cases  to  criminal  mal-practice,  and  hold  the  parties  to  penal 
responsibility.  Whatever  may  be  the  result  in  this  case,  the  day  of 
reckoning  for  quackery  is  at  hand.    Salus  populi,  suprema  est  lex. 

We  venture  to  affirm,  and  defy  successful  contradiction,  that  in 
every  case  of  grave  congestion,  if  in  a  vital  organ,  or  acute  inflamma- 
tion either,  the  homoeopathic  treatment  must  be  fatal;  and  the  more 
honest  and  sincere  the  practitioner  in  adhering  to  specifics,  the  more 
certainly  fatal,  and  hence  the  worse  for  his  patients. 
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OPENING  OF  THE  COLLEGES  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  Introductories  for  the  present  session  of  Medical  Lectures  in 
this  city,  were  delivered  as  follows,  viz.: 

Oct.  16th.  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  by  Professor  Torrey. 
"       University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  by  Prof.  Draper. 

Oct.  19th.  New  York  Medical  College,  by  Professor  E.  H.  Parker. 

Not  being  fortunate  enough  to  be  present  on  either  of  these  occa- 
sions, we  are  indebted  to  the  newspapers  for  the  two  latter  perform- 
ances, which  have  been  reported  in  full;  the  former  by  the  Herald, 
and  the  last  by  the  Daily  Times. 

Professor  Draper,  who  is  semper  paratus  for  introductories,  and 
wisely  chosen  on  all  occasions  of  late,  when  the  public  are  invited, 
seems  to  have  been  eloquent  as  ever,  and  still  more  poetic  than  usual. 
Having  heretofore  annihilated  Professor  Paine,  and  vitalism,  by  his 
Chemico-physiological  romancing,  and  taught  Life  and  its  phenomena 
to  be  only  the  play  of  affinities;  he  now  attempts  to  find  in  Chemistry, 
at  once  illustration  and  proof  of  the  future  state  of  existence,  as  well 
as  the  present;  and  as  in  the  former  case,  so  in  the  present,  he 
ingeniously  elaborates  a  theory  in  relation  to  this  world  and  the  next, 
irrespective  of  Revelation.  Unfortunately  for  him,  however,  the  vital 
force  of  Professor  Paine  still  defeats,  controls,  and  destroys  all  his 
Chemical  agents,  defying  their  power  while  organization  iasts;  and  it 
is  equally  unfortunate  for  his  latest  flight  upon  Parnassus,  that  his 
illustrations  and  proofs  establish  the  future  existence  of  his  dreams  for 
beasts,  birds  and  fishes  as  well  as  man.  Another  instance  demonstrat- 
ing that  whenever  any  man,  be  he  orator  or  poet,  "  becomes  wiser 
than  the  Bible,  he  is  sure  to  be  wrong,"  and  becomes  ridiculously 
earnest  in  trifles  or  absurdity,  while  seeking  to  be  profound.  Still, 
Professor  Draper  has  the  merit  of  originality,  and  we  like  him  for 
that;  he  is  no  plagiarist,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  all  his  col- 
leagues. In  his  recent  demonstration  of  sophistical  reasoning,  however, 
he  will  be  "  alone  in  his  glory." 

Professor  E.  H.  Parker's  Introductory  has  the  merit  of  sound  prac- 
tical sense,  exceedingly  well  expressed  and  happily  illustrated.  It  is 
adorned  with  many  passages  of  genuine  eloquence,  and,  as  we  learn, 
was  well  received  by  a  large  audience. 

We  regret  that  our  limits  will  not  allow  of  the  insertion  of  both 
these  introductories,  for  they  deserve  to  be  read. 
We  are  not  able  as  yet  to  speak  accurately  as  to  the  prospects  of 
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either  of  the  Colleges  in  respect  to  the  comparative  numbers  of  the 
respective  classes,  but  in  our  December  number  the  facts  will  appear 
without  fear  or  favor.  At  present  there  appears  to  be  a  less  number 
of  medical  students  in  the  city  than  last  year  at  this  time,  although 
the  class  in  the  New  York  Medical  College  has  increased  already 
beyond  any  former  year.  This  is  the  new  school,  and  is  certainly 
rising  in  importance  very  rapidly,  as  the  zeal  and  enterprise  of  its 
Faculty  deserve. 

INTRODUCTORY  WEEK  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

Dr.  D.  M.  Reese: 

Dear  Sir: — I  spent  three  days  very  pleasantly  and  profitably  in  our 
sister  city,  which  may  truly  be  styled  the  Emporium  of  Medical 
Colleges,  as  you  will  readily  admit  when  I  enumerate  them.  It  is 
estimated  there  will  be  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  students  attend- 
ing them  during  the  present  winter. 

There  is  the  University;  the  Jefferson;  the  Pennsylvania;  the  Phil- 
adelphia; the  Eclectic!  the  Penn  Medical  University!  the  College  of 
Dental  Surgery;  the  Homoeopathic!  and  the  Female  College!  Surely 
these  should  be  enough  to  satisfy  the  ambition  of  any  one  city.  They 
deliver  their  introductories  at  different  hours  in  each  of  the  institu- 
tions. 

I  attended  the  Introductory  of  Prof.  Jackson,  at  the  Univer- 
sity, the  oldest  institution  of  the  State.  His  subject  was  an  eulogium 
on  the  late  Prof.  Chapman;  the  large  lecture  room  was  densely  crowded 
with  students  and  members  of  the  profession. 

At  the  Jefferson,  I  heard  three  eloquent  lectures  from  Profs.  Meigs, 
Mitchell  and  Mutter,  to  crowded  audiences.  This  institution  will,  as 
heretofore,  have  a  very  large  class.  Apartments  in  the  College  are 
appropriated  for  patients  who  come  there  for  operations,  which  are 
performed  before  the  class,  in  the  amphitheatre. 

In  one  of  these  apartments  Prof.  Mutter  showed  me  a  case  of 
Cataract  upon  which  he  had  operated  some  ten  days  previously.  She 
was  doing  well,  and  the  operation  likely  to  prove  successful. 

i  also  heard  three  excellent  and  appropriate  addresses  from  Profs. 
Allen,  Stelle,  and  Gilbert,  at  the  Pennsylvania  College.  With  the 
recent  organization,  they  have  an  excellent  Faculty,  and  the  College 
is  destined  to  rise. 

Dr.  Littell,  one  of  the  attending  surgeons  of  Will's  Hospital,  for 
diseases  of  the  eye.  very  politely  took  me  through  the  Hospital,  and 
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pointed  oat  a  number  of  interesting  cases,  with  his  method  of  treat- 
ment, &c.  This  institution  is  richly  endowed;  would  that  our  Oph- 
thalmic Hospital  in  New  York  was  as  favorably  situated  in  its 
finances;  the  building  and  grounds  belonging  to  the  premises  are  valued 
at  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  There  are  about  forty  beds 
in  the  Hospital;  there  were  seventy  patients  admitted  during  the  last 
three  mouths;  also,  about  four  hundred  out-door  patients  attended 
during  the  same  time.  There  are  four  attending  and  one  house 
Surgeon. 

Dear  Doctor,  should  you  think  the  above  would  interest  your 
numerous  readers,  it  is  at  your  disposal. 

Yours  Respectfully, 
New  York.  Oct.  17,  1854.  M.  S. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

We  failed  to  direct  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  extensive 
illustrated  catalogue  of  Bullock  &  Crenshaw,  of  Philadelphia,  which 
accompanied  our  last  number,  and  which  a  portion  of  our  subscribers 
will  receive  with  the  present.  They  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  low 
price  at  which  this  respectable  house  offer  to  furnish  Surgical  instru- 
ments, apparatus,  &c,  all  of  which  we  are  assured  are  of  superior 
quality  and  of  Philadelphia  manufacture.  Compared  with  the  prices 
exacted  in  this  city  and  elsewhere,  a  difference  of  fifty  per  cent,  in 
favor  of  the  purchaser  will  be  manifest.  Orders  by  mail  will  be 
answered  immediately,  and  the  articles  forwarded  by  express,  prepaid, 
to  cash  purchasers. 

LECTURES. 

By  reference  to  our  advertising  columns,  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  M. 
Stephenson  desigus  repeating  his  course  of  lectures  on  Ophthalmic 
Surgery  this  winter — the  introductory  to  which  will  be  given  in  the 
University  Medical  College,  in  14th  Street,  on  Thursday,  Nov.  9th, 
at  7 1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the  Profession  are  respect- 
fully invited  to  attend. 

BLANCARD'S  PILLS. 

This  preparation  of  Iodide  of  Iron  has  been  adopted  by  the  French 
Academy,  and  is  more  reliable  than  any  other  mode  of  exhibition. 
We  have  tried  them,  and  found  them  highly  satisfactory  in  their 
effects.  We  observe  the  Parisian  journals  recommend  them  iu  strong 
terms.    See  the  advertisement  of  M.  Fougera. 
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Ncto  publications. 

The  Principal  Forms  of  the  Skeleton  and  of  the  Teeth,  by  Professor  Owen, 
F.  R.  S.,  &c. 

Principles  of  Animal  and  Vegetable  Physiology,  by  J.  Stevenson  Bushnan, 
M.  D. 

These  two  kindred  works  belong  to  a  new  series  now  in  progress  in  London,  enti- 
tled "  Orr's  Circle  of  the  Sciences,"  designed  for  popular  instruction.  Their  re- 
production in  America  by  Messrs.  Blanchard  &  Lea.  of  Philadelphia,  as  fast  a  they 
appear  in  England,  will  confer  a  public  benefit,  which  cannot  but  be  appreciated 
by  every  scholar  and  student.  The  preparation  of  each  volume  in  the  series 
has  been  undertaken  by  the  ablest  men  of  the  age.  who  have  acquired  the  loftiest 
eminence  in  each  department  in  Great  Britain.  Of  such  men,  Professor  Owen  is 
the  type  in  Osteology,  and  hence  to  him  has  been  committed  the  first  of  the  se- 
ries above  named,  entiled  "  The  Skeleton  and  the  Teeth.''  Dr.  Bushnan,  the 
editor  of  the  series,  and  the  author  of  the  second  volume  named,  is  little  less  dis- 
tinguished in  Physiology.  Such  works,  written  by  such  men,  are  sure  to  include 
all  the  latest  scientific  investigations,  and  all  are  to  be  adapted  for  use  in  Col- 
leges and  Schools.  They  are  profusely  illustrated  with  superior  engravings,  and 
merit  a  wide  circulation. 

Manual  of  Human  Microscopical  Anatomy,  by  A.  Kolliker.  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy in  Wiirtzburg.  Translated  by  Geo.  Busk,  F.  R.  S.,  and  F.  Huxley.  T.  E. 
S.  Edited,  with  notes  and  additions,  by  J.  Da  Costa,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.,  1854. 

This  elaborate  and  systematic  work  on  Microscopical  Anatomy  in  its  relations 
to  Pathology  and  Physiology,  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Sydenham  Society  of 
London,  from  whose  translation  this  improved  edition  by  Dr.  Da  Costa,  of  Phila- 
delphia, has  been  brought  out  by  the  American  publishers.  It  is  profusely  illus- 
trated by  more  than  three  hundred  wood  engravings,  the  same  which  accom- 
panied the  original  German  edition,  and  will  be  found  to  have  undergone  sub- 
stantial improvements,  not  the  least  of  which  is  an  admirable  Index.  The  repu- 
tation of  Professor  Kolliker,  acquired  by  his  former  and  larger  work  on  Micro- 
scopical Anatomy,  will  be  enhanced  by  this  text-book  on  Histology,  for  such  it 
is  destined  to  be  pre-eminently.  We  commend  it  to  the  profession,  and  to  stu- 
dents especially,  as  worthy  of  their  patronage. 


filiscellaneous  items. 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  J.  0.  Stone,  as  one  of  the  attending  Sur- 
geons of  Bellevue  Hospital,  alluded  to  in  our  last  number,  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Medical  Board.  We  have  not  heard  who  is  to  fill 
flic  vacancy;  but  no  matter,  as  any  change  must  be  for  the  better. 
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Dr.  Jas.  R.  Wood  has  been  nominated  by  the  Whigs  as  their  can- 
didate for  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  Almshouse.  A  nomination 
under  the  existing  law  is  equivalent  to  an  election,  as  the  Mayor  is 
required  to  appoint  the  candidate  who  is  second  in  the  number  of 
votes.  The  propriety  of  having  one  or  more  medical  men  in  the  com- 
mission, which  we  have  so  often  urged,  is  beginning  to  be  conceded. 

Professor  Carnochan,  whose  operation  for  the  exsection  of  the  Ulna, 
with  its  successful  result,  has  been  so  extensively  reported,  has  very 
lately  removed  the  Radius  in  another  patient  with  the  like  success. 

Dr.  John  T.  Metcalfe,  of  this  city,  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  the  Faculty  of  the  X.  Y.  University  School,  occasioned  by 
the  lamented  death  of  Professor  Swett.  The  chairs  in  that  school, 
once  so  ably  filled  by  Professors  Pattison  and  Revere,  are  now  occupied 
by  Drs  Van  Buren  and  Metcalfe,  the  best  they  could  do  in  the  waning 
condition  to  which  the  College  has  been  reduced.  Both  these  gentle- 
men have  officiated  as  bob-tail  professors  for  several  years.  Verily, 
they  have  their  reward,  but  we  fear  they  will  have  lean  picking  there 
at  present.    But  the  smallest  favors  will  be  thankfully  received. 

The  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association  will  soon  be* 
ready  for  delivery,  the  Xew  York  Committee  having  pushed  forward 
the  work  committed  to  them,  with  commendable  zeal  and  diligence, 
for  which  they  have  merited  the  gratitude  of  the  profession. 

The  honorary  degree  of  L.L.D.  has  been  recently  conferred  on 
Professor  T.  D.  Mutter,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Professor  Martyn 
Paine,  M.  D.,  of  Xew  York,  in  addition  to  those  medical  gentlemen 
named  in  our  last  number. 

Professor  Robert  Watts,  M.  D.,  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  of  Xew  York,  we  are  happy  to  learn,  has  returned  from  his 
late  European  voyage,  very  greatly  improved  in  his  health. 

Dr.  Graham,  of  Xew  Orleans,  who  has  been  on  his  trial  for  the 
murder  of  Major  Loring,  at  the  St.  Xicholas  Hotel,  a  few  months 
since,  has  been  convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree.  The 
medical  testimony  given  in  the  case  by  those  who  made  the  post 
mortem,  afforded  a  most  humiliating  spectacle,  of  which  the  lawyers 
were  not  slow  to  avail  themselves.  The  sad  neglect  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence among  our  Medical  Colleges  is  deplorable ;  not  only  for  the 
character  of  our  profession,  but  for  the  ends  of  public  justice. 
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OBITUARIES. 

THE  DEAD  OF  THE  AECTIC. 

All  hearts  are  bleeding  from  the  wounds  inflicted  by  the  recent 
shipwreck  of  the  Collins'  Steamer  Arctic,  on  her  voyage  from  Liver- 
pool, by  which  such  a  multitude  of  our  citizens  have  been  bereaved, 
and  so  many  valuable  lives  sacrificed.  Our  profession  would  seem  to 
have  especial  cause  of  thanksgiving,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  so  many 
of  our  eminent  men,  and  some  of  their  families,  have  visited  Europe 
the  past  summer,  and  had  just  returned  in  safety,  or  were  on  the  eve 
of  returning,  being  expected  by  every  steamer.  And  yet  most  Provi- 
dentially, no  one  of  our  number,  so  far  as  we  have  yet  heard,  was  on 
board  this  unfortunate  packet  at  the  time  of  her  disaster,  save  only 
the  surgeon  of  the  ship,  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Albany,  who,  it  is  said,  went 
down  in  her  and  has  not  since  been  heard  from,  so  that  we  fear  he  is 
lost  to  his  family  and  the  profession.  Peace  to  his  memory,  for  he 
was  true  to  the  last  and  perished  at  his  post,  a  brave  and  skillful  offi- 
cer, beloved  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

***  We  regret  to  be  obliged  to  add  the  name  of  Dr.  Waring,  of 
this  city,  to  the  number  of  the  lost  by  the  wreck  of  the  Arctic. 

Died,  on  the  23d  of  July,  at  Boonton,  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  Dr. 
G.  D.  Daggett,  formerly  Assistant  Physician  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  of 
this  city.  He  was  an  amiable  and  excellent  man,  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  him,  and  had  given  promise  of  eminence  in  his  pro- 
fession. His  bereaved  family  have  our  sympathy  in  this  afflictive  dis- 
pensation, for  we  knew  him  well  and  appreciated  his  worth. 

Died  in  this  city,  in  September  last,  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Moore,  an  old 
and  highly  respected  practitioner  of  this  city,  who  has  occupied  an 
eminent  position  in  our  ranks  for  many  years.  His  funeral  was  at- 
tended by  the  members  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  by  whom  appro- 
priate resolutions  have  been  published,  testifying  their  sense  of  his  loss. 

Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  Jr.,  son  of  our  distinguished  Surgeon,  and 
formerly  associated  with  his  father  in  practice  in  this  city,  fell  a  victim 
to  Yellow  Fever  during  his  sojourn  in  New  Orleans,  while  on  his  way 
home  from  California.  We  sincerely  condole  with  his  family  in  this 
afflictive  bereavement. 

Drs.  Wildman  and  Harris,  of  Savannah,  died  of  Yellow  Fever,  but 
a  few  days  after  they  had  published  their  testimony  to  the  curative 
potency  of  the  Muriated  Tincture  of  Irou,  in  that  disease. 


H^POSTSCRIPT.-^T 

We  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  postpone  several  valuable  articles 
till  our  next  number.  Among  them  are  Translations,  by  Dr.  J.  W. 
Green,  from  late  French  journals;  Obstetrical  Anomaly,  by  Dr.  Lee  ; 
The  Model  Janitor  1  and  Notices  of  New  Books. 
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THE  NEXT  ANNUAL.  COURSE 
OE  LECTURES  in  the  New  York 


Medical  College,  will  commence  on  Wednesday 
18th  October,  1854. 

Hokace  Green,  M.  D..  President  of  the  Faculty 
and  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ma 
teria  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Mid 
wifory  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

R.  Ogden  Doreml/s,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry and  Medical  Jurisprudence 


below  Locust  Street,  Philadelphia. 
Session  o/1854-'55.    The  Faculty  is  constitu- 
ted as  follows: 

David  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  Diseases 
of  Women  and  Children. 

Alfred  Stille,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

John  Neill.  M.  D..  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 
J.  J.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Anatomy. 

j:  M.  Carnochax,  M.  &,,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  REESE'  *  D''  MediCal  Chemhtr*  and 

and  operations  of  surgery  with  surgical  Pathology    jtraxcis  G  i 


Edmind  R.  Peaslee,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Gene 
ral.  Descriptive,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy. 

Edward  H.  Parker,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physi 
ology  and  Pathology. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 

A  Fall  Course  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  Sept 

Isador  Gluck,  M.  D.,  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

David  Uhl,  M.  D.,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  com- 
mence on  Wednesday,  the  4th  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  Medical  Students. 

The  dissecting-rooms  will' be  opened  for  Class 
es  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a 
most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully  rep- 
resenting external  and  internal  Pathology, togeth- 
er with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  for 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  any  other  city 
The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  New  York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and 
Emigrant's  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the  Eye  and 
Ear  Inlirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of 
the  city.  A  Surgical,  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstet- 
rical Clinique  will  be  held  weekly  by  the  Profes- 
»ors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and 
subjects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished 
for  the  students. 

FEES.  Matriculation,   $5;  Demonstrator's 

Ticket.  $5;  the  full  Course,  $105;  for  the  final 
examination,  $30. 

R.  OGDE.V  DOREMUS,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

N.  Y.  Medical  College,  East  13th  St..  nr.  B'way. 

CAST  EE  TON  MEDICAL  COL. 
LEGE, — There  are  two  full  Courses  of 
Lectures  annually  in  Castletou  Medical  College. 

The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Aotlmxal  Session 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Each  Course 
will  continue  four  months 


Smith,  M.D.,  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
John-  B.  Biddle,  M.  D.,  Therapeutics  and  Mate- 
ria Medica. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  Octo- 
ber 9th,  and  continue  until  the  1st  of  March  en- 
suing. A  Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic  is  held  re- 
gularly twice  a  week  at  the  College,  and  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Second  course  students 
receive  tickets  to  the  latter  institution  free. 

Fees. — Matriculation,  (paid  once  only.)  S5  00. 
For  each  Professor's  Ticket,  $15  00.  Gradua- 
tion. $30  00.    Practical  Anatomy.  S10  00. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  open  in  the 
month  of  September. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D..  Registrar. 
July,  1854.  No.  122  S.  Ninth  St..  l'hila 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE 

THE   NEXT    COURSE    OP  LEC- 
TURES vnll  commence  on  Tuesday,  the  blh 
of  September,  1854. 

Two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  are  delivered  an- 
nually. The  Fall  Course  commences  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  February.  Each  Course 
continuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees  are  conferred 
at  the  close  of  each  term. 
Aldex  March,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
James  McNakghton,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JamesH.  Armsby,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
Thomas  Hrx,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 

Amos  Dean,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Ofetetrics. 
Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  a  single  course,  $130;  for  two  courses 
paid  in  advance,  $100.    Matriculation  fee,  $5; 
JOSEPH  Perkins,  M.  D..  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  fjra<iuatiori  fee  $20. 

'    Material  for  dissection  abundant,  and  furnish- 


Wili.iam  Sweetser,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,- M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 

William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

Coryolon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anato- 
my and  Physiology. 

George  Hi:dley,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and 
Natural  History. 

AdrainT.  Woodward.  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 


ed  to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Op- 
portunities for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed 
to  be  equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the 
country.  Price  of  Board  from  $2,50  to  $3,50  per 
week.  "       HOWARD  TOWNSEND,  Registrar. 


PORTRAIT  OF  A.  H.  STEVENS,  Id.  D. 

PHVSICIANS  or  others  wishing  to  pos- 
sess an  accurate  steel  engraved  likeness  of 
Dr.  .Stevens,  can  be  supplied  by  applying  to  S.  S. 
attended  "two  Co'urses'at  'other  College's"  $10 !";l*  W.  WOOD.  261  Pearl  St.:  BAII.L1KKE,  Broad- 
Matriculation,?.'!  ;  Graduation,  $16  ;  Board  from!  way;  JOHN  MEAKIM,  497  Broadway;  C  ADOM- 
$''  00  to  $2  50  per  week.  SON,  098  Broadway,  or  to  the  undersigned. 

"'    J.  PERKIN'S,  M.  D..  Dean  of  the  Faculty.  A.  D.  F.  RANDOLPH,  683  Broadway. 

Castleton,  Vermont,  Dec.  1,  1853.  |    SGfl'nze  twenty-five  cents. 
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COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  iP"'1*?*''™1* 

%J  SURGEONS,  CITY  OF  NEW  Y<>RK.-The »^  MEmCINll.-I-ifth  Btreet.Se- 
regular  Course  of  Lectures  for  the  session  of  1854  !low„^ain."t:  .!',1."^',el.p.hla 
'55,  commences  on  Monday,  October  19,  1854,  and 
will  continued/ire  months     A  Preliminary  Course. 


free  to  all  Students,  will  as  usual  lie  delivered, 
commencing  early  in  September. 

Keen  fur  the  Regular  Course. — Matriculation.  $5; 
full  Course  of  all  the  Lectures,  $105;  Graduation. 

$25. 

FACULTY. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.  D..  1J..D..  President 
and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Joseph  M  Smith.  M.  D., Professor  of  the  Theorj 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  Torrey,  51.  P.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry and  Botany. 

Robert  Watts.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Willard  Parker,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Chandler  R.  Oilman.  M.  1)..  Professor  of  Ob- 
stetrics. 

Alonzo  Clark,  M.  D. ,  Professor  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology. 

Elisha  Bartlkit.  M 
Medica 


1)..  Professor  of  Materia 


CORPORATORS  — Hon.  Ems  Lewis,  M.  D., 
LL.D.,  President;  Hon.  Geo  W.  Woodward, 
LL.D.;  Robert  Morris,  Esq.;  John  C.  Bullitt. 
Esq.;  Coison  Hieskell.  Esq.:  William  H.  Allen, 
If.  D.i  Job  R.  Tyson.  LL.D..  Secretary;  and  the 
Faculty. 

*  FACULTY. 

GEORGE  Hewston,  M.  D..  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
B.  Howard  Rand.  M.  D..  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry. 

Henry  Hartshorne.  M.  D..  Professor  of  the  In- 
stitutes of  Medicine. 

Isaac  A.  Pennypackpr,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

James  L.  Tyson,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  General  Therapeutics. 

Joseph  Parrish.  M.  !>.,  Professor  of  Midwifery 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Edwin  M.  Tilden.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
Two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  are  given  annu- 
ally. Degrees  are  conferred  in  March  and  July. 
The  Faculty  take  a  personal  interest  in  the 


John  A.  Lidell.  M.  D..  Demonstrator  of  Anat-welfare  of  each  Student. 


omy. 

Lewis  A.  Sayke,  M.  D..  Prosector  of  Surgery. 
Geo.  T.  Elliot,  il.  D.,  Assistant  to  the  Profes- 
sor of  Obstetrics. 

In  consequence  of  the  continued  ill  health  of 


Examinations  are  held  daily  in  each  branch. 
The  Courses  are  in  the  highest  degree  thorough 
and  practical. 

Particular  attention  is  given  to  Clinical  In- 
struction, both  at  the  Public  Institutions  of  the 


Professor  Bartlett.  the  Faculty  have  made  the'City  and  in  the  Dispensary  attached  to  the  Col- 


followiug  arrangements  for  the  session  of  1854-'5: 
Professor  Smith  will  deliver  the  Course  on  Ma- 
teria Medica. 

Professor  Clark  that  on  Practice  of  Medicine, 
resigning  the  Course  on  Physiology  to  Professor 
JohnC.  Dai.ton. of  Buffalo  University. 

James  Knox,  Janitor,  resides  in  the  College. 
No.  67  Crosby  Street,  and  will  aid  Students  in 
obtaining  board,  &c. 


BAI.TIRORE  COLLEGE  OF 
DENTAL  SURGERY. — The  Fifteenth  Annu- 
al Session  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, and  close  on  the  1st  of  March. 

The  month  of  October  will  be  devoted  to  Prac- 
tical instruction  in  the  Infirmary  and  Dissecting 
Rooms,  for  which  no  extra  charge  will  be  made. 

The  Faculty  have  just  completed  an  extensive 
enlargement  of  their  Building  (corner  of  Lombard 
and  Hamilton  Streets,)  and  cau  now  offer  to  the 
Student  every  possible  facility  for  the  acquire- 
ment of  an  accurate  knowledge,  both  practical 
and  scientific,  of  the  whole  Art  of  Industry. 

Chapin  A.  Harris,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery. 

Thomas  E.  Bond,  Jr.,  A.  M  ,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 

Washington  R.  Handy,  M.  D..  Professor  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Alfred  A.  Blandy,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Dental 
Practice. 

Philip  H.  Austen,A.M..M.D.,  Dental  Mechanist. 

Reginald  N.  Wright,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on 
Chemistry  and  Metallurgy. 

Tickets  for  the  Course,  $110.  Dissecting  Ticket 
(optional,)  $10.  Diploma  Fee,  $30.  Matricula- 
tion Fee,  $5. 

Rooms  and  board  may  bo  obtained  at  from  $3 % 
to  $1  per  week. 

For  further"  particulars,  address 

P.  H.  AUSTEN,  Dean, 

70  Sharp-st.,  Baltimore. 


lege.  Advanced  Students  are  furnished 

with  cases  in  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery, 
to  be  attended  personally.  A  Pharmaceutical 
Department  is  attached  to  the  Institute  for  their 
use. 

Fees. — For  Matriculation  Fee.  paid  only  once, 
J5  00.  For  a  Full  Course,  $84  00.  For  a  Per- 
petual Ticket,  $150  00.  For  a  Third  Course  to 
those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  in  other 
Colleges,  including  Graduation  Fee,  $50  00.  For 
a  Beneficiary  Ticket.  $20  00.  For  Graduation, 
which  must  be  deposited  with  the  Thesis,  and 
will  be  returned  in  case  of  rejection,  $30  00.  For 
Practical  Anatomy,  $10  00  For  Anatomical 
Recapitulations,  $5  00. 

4®"  Gentlemen  interested  are  invited  to  visit 
the  Institution  at  all  times. 

For  further  information,  address 

B.  HOWARD  RAND,  M.  D.,  Dean. 


LECTURES     ON  OFIITIIAL. 
MIC  SURGERY  The  Subscriber 

will  deliver  his  Fourth  Course  of  Lectures  on  the 
above  subject  ,  during  the  winter  of  1854-5,  at 
the  N.  Y.  OPHTHALMIC  HOSPITAL,  in  Stuyve- 
ant  Street. 

The  Lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  a  splendid 
collection  of  Models,  Paintings,  Engravings,  and 
Dissections,  Anatomical  and  Pathological.  The 
introductory  to  which,  by  special  request  of  the 
preceding  class,  will  be  a  repetition  of  "  th» 
qualifications  required  to  constitute  an  accom- 
plished OphthalmicSurgcon.  and  the  only  means 
by  which  they  may  be  obtained."  Clinical  ln- 
truction  will  also  be  given  three  times  a  week 
at  the  Hospital  by  the  Surgeons. 

The  profits  from  the  Course  will  bo  appropria- 
ted to  this  noble  charity,  where  over  2000  cases 
have  been  treated  since  its  organization. 

For  further  particulars,  inquire  at  the  office  of 
of  Dr.  S..  107  East  Fourteenth  St..  N.  Y. 

MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.  D., 

Surgeon  to  N.  Y.  Opht.  Hosp'l. 
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UNIVERSITY    OF  PENNSYL- 
VANIA, Medical  Department. — Eighty 
Xinth  Session  (lS54-'55).  The  Lectures  will  com-|Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  corn 
mence  on  Monday.  October  9th,  and  terminateimence  on  Monday,  the  30th  of  October  next 


UNIVERSITY  of  NASHVILLE. 
Medical  Department. — The  Fourth  Annual 


in  the  middle  of  March  ensuing. 

George  B.  Wood.  M.  D..  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

Joseph  Leidy.  M.  D.,  Anatomy. 

Joseph  Carson.  M.  D..  Materia  Medica  and 
I'harniacy. 

Robert  E.  Rogers.  M.  D..  Chemistry. 

William  Gibson,  M.  D.,  Surgery. 

High  L.  Hodge.  M.  D..  Obstetrics  and  the  Dis 
eases  of  Women  and  Children. 


t-'AMt'Et.  Jackson.  M.  D..  Institutes  of  Medicine. iicjne  nn,\  Clinical  Medi 


and  continue  till  the  first  of  ihe  ensuing  March. 

Robert  If.  Porter.  M.  D..  General  and  Special 
Anatomy. 

J.  Berrien  Lindslev.  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and 
Pha  rmacy . 

C.  K.  Winston.  M.  D..  Materia  Medica  and  Med 
ical  Jurisprudence. 

A.  H.  Bcciianan.  M. 
logical  Anatomy. 
Thomas  R.  Jennings 


D..  Surgical  and  Patho- 
M.  D..  Institutes  of  Med 


Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  at  the  Penn 
sylvania  Hospital. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  in  Surgery 
bv  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  assist- 
ed by  W.  W.  Gerhard.  M.  D. 

The  Course  of  Dissections  will  be  conducted  by 
the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  aided  by  W.  Hint.  M 
D.,  Demonstrator. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University. 
$105.  Matriculating  Fee  (paid  only  once).  $5 
Hospital  Fee.  $10.  Practical  Anatomy,  $10. 
Graduating  Fee,  $30. 

JOSEPH  CARSON.  M.  D..  Dean  of  the  Medical 
Faculty,  332  Walnut  street,  between  Twelfth  and 
Thirteenth  sts.    I*.  B.  Dick.  Janitor,  University. 


W.  K.  Bowlinc:,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

John  M.  Watson.  M.  D..  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

P.ul  F.  Eve,  M.  D..  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

William  T.  Brk;gs,  M.  D..  Demonstrator  <.f 
Anatomy. 

The  Anatomical  rooms  will  be  opened  for  Btu 
dents  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

A  full  Preliminary  course  of  Lectures,  free  to 
all  Students,  will  be  given  by  the  Professors, 
commencing  also  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

AClinique  has  been  established,  in  connection 
with  the  University,  at  which  operations  are 
■"TNIVE  RSITY  of  LOUISVILLE,  performed  and  cases  prescribed  for  and  lectured 

Medical  Department.— The  Eighteenth  an-  upon  jn  presence  of  the  class, 
nual  course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  will}    Arrangements  have  been  made  to  accounno 
commence  on  the  30th  of  October  next,  and  ter-  date  all  persons  requiring  surgical  operations, 
minate  on  the  last  of  February,  under  the  fol 


lowing  arrangement: 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  JI.  D.,  Prof,  of  Descrip 
tive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Lcnsford  P.  Yandell,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physi- 
ology and  Pathological  Anatomv. 

Samcel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Prof.'of  the  Principles 
and  practice  of  Surgery. 

Henry  Miller,  M.  I)..  Prof,  of  Obstetric  Medi 
cine. 

Lewis  Rogers.  M.  D. .  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics. 

J.  I.AWRENCE  Smith.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

Acstin  Flint,  M.  D..  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  An 
atomy  and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy 

The  fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  eacl 
Professor,  is  $15,  ($105  in  all,)  payable  invari 
ably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library  fee 
together,  $5.  Graduation  fee.  $25.  Practica' 
Anatomy  and  Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taker: 
at  least  once  before  graduation.  Rooms  oper 
from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  de 
livered.  without  additional  charge,  during  th» 
month  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  ai 
the  Louisville  Marine  Hospital.    Ticket  $5,  to 
taken  once  before  graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  been  established  in  connectior 
with  the  University,  at  which  cases  are  exam 
ined,  prescribed  for  and  lectured  upon  in  ores 
ence  of  the  class. 

4®"Good  boarding  can  be  procured  at  $3  a  week. 

L  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D., 

DeaD  of  the  Faculty . 

June  14th.  1854. 


Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  Univs  rsity 
is  $105.  Matriculating  Fee,  (paid  once  on|y.) 
$5:  Practical  Anatomy  $10;  Graduation  fee  $25. 

Good  board  can  be  obtained  for  $3  00  per  week. 
Further  information  can  be  obtained  by  address 
ing  the  Dean.    J.  B.  L1NDSLEY.  M.  D..  Dean. 
Nashville,  TeDn.,  March,  1*54. 


D' 


OTTO  6i  KCEHIiER, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

SURGICAL  &  ORTHOPEDIC AL 

MACHINES,  AND 

Instruments,  Trusses,  Bandages,  &c. 

58  Chatham  Street,  (up  stairs,)  S.  ¥. 

All  kinds  of  Instruments. Tools,  and  Scissors  made, 
repaired  and  ground,  at  the  shortest  notice. 

"ETHER-PEARLS." 

ELLUC  &  CO.  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  Faculty  to  a 
lew  mode  of  administering  Sulphuric  Ether,  by 
vhich  means  a  known  quantity  of  the  remedy  is 
riven,  without  smell,  taste  or  evaporation  ;  they 
lave  also  received  a  fresh  supply  of 

Tannate  of  Quinine, 
n  bulk,  in  one  grain  pills,  and  in  Lozenges  free 
,*rom  taste,  each  package  bearing  the  seal  and 
guarantee  of  Burreswill,  the  inventor  ;  also 

BERAL'S  CELEBRATED  CHLOROFORM, 

*he  purest  and  safest  Chloroform  in  use.  All 
the  above  articles  to  be  had  from  the  Agents 

delltjc  &  CO., 

P1A1S8AC1BTSCAJ.  CSHEHSSTS, 

635  BROADWAY. 
And  250  FOURTH  AVENUE,  cor.  20th  street. 


/ 
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ARTIFICIAL  LEG;  "PALMER'S  PATENT," 

MANUFACTURED  BY 
MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO., 
At  Philadelphia,  376  Chestnut  Street,  and  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
No.  5  Burts  Block. 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  LEG,  invented  by  B.  P.  PALMER,  ami  Manu- 
factured By  Messrs.  PALMER  &  CO..  is  conceded  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
Ihing  of  its  kind  made  in  this  country  or  in  Europe.  It  is  constructed  upon  a  strictly 
anatomical  principle  ;  and  in  its  operations,  symmetry,  reliability  and  general 
appearance  it  is  "THE  LEAST  DISTINGUISHABLE  FROM  THE  NATURAL  LIMB." 
The  articulation  of  its  joints,  and  the  simplicity  and  natural  arrangement  of  its  cords, 
are  such  as  to  render  the  knee  joint  both  rigid  and  reliable,  where  extended  and  the 
weight  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  without  the  aid  of  complicated  and  noisy 
machinery.    It  has  in  every  instance  of  competition,  with  every  other  kind  of  limb, 


J 


had  the  highest  award  of  Medals,  Diplomas  and 
Testimonials,  made  by  the  most  eminently  scien- 
tific Judges — and  institutions  for  the  promotion 
of  Science  and  the  Arts  in  this  country,  as  the 
best  Artificial  Leg  made  in  this  country. 

At  the  World's  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at 
London.  1851  ;  in  competition  with  thirty  other 
kinds,  (the  best  of  London  and  Parisian  Artists) 
it  received  the  Prize  Medal,  as  the  best  construc- 
tion, finished,  and  operating  Leg,  ever  invented, 
awarded  bvM.  ROUX.  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Hotel 
Dieux,  Paris,  forty  years,  and  M.  LALLEMANO, 
SIR  WILLIAM  LAWRENCE,  and  JOSEPH  H. 
GREEN  Esq..  three  other  eminent  and  scientific 
Surgeons  of  Paris  anil  London.  This  invention 
has  been  applied  with  the  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  every  variety  of  amputations,  even  in 
case  where  both  limbs  have  been  amputated 
and  one  at  the  thigh,  requiring  an  artificial 
knee  joint.  From  eight  to  nine  hundred  per- 
sons, are  in  constant  use  of  this  appliance  for 
the  natural  limb. 

The  following  unqualified  testimonials,  from 
many  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  this 
co.intry,  we  are  permitted  to  publish,  to  wit : 

"I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  artificial  Leg 


Gentlemen.— I  have  carefully  examined  an 
Artificial  Leg  of  your  construction,  and  have 
compared  it  with  specimens  of  other  manufac 
hirers.  Your  lirnb  exhibits  great  su  periority. 
both  in  plan  and  finish,  and  I  think  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  wav  of  improve 
ment.  B.  F.  BACHE,  Surgeon. 

To  Messrs  B.  F.  Palmkk  &  Co. 
U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1851." 
"  I  have  examined  the  Artificial  Leg  construe 
ted  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  and  I  think  it  more 
full}'  meets  its  requirements  than  any  I  have 
before  seen.        JOHN  C.  CHEESEMAN,  M.  I). 
New  York,  February  3,  1851. 

Pnn.ADEi.FHiA,  March  27,  1851. 
"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artifi- 
cial Leg  invented  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients 
and  with  entire  satisfaction. 

THOS.  D.  MUTTER.  M.  P.. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  College,  Phila. ' ' 
"  I  have  examined,  carefully,  the  Artificial 
Leg  invented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  o 
very  favorable  opinion  of  its  construction.  I 
have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it.  and 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  answers  their 


mveuted  by  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  this  on»ntTy.  Its 

construction  is  simple,  and  its  execution  is  beau-jexpectations.  W.  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

tiful  ;  and  what  is  most  important,  those  whol  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for!    Philadelphia,  January  23,  1851 
the  natural  limb,  and  the  good  fortune  to  pos-l 
scss  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility. 

VALENTINE  MOTT, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York  University. 

New  York,  January,  29,  1851. 

"I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs 


SURGEONS  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston,  June  12,  1849. 
The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  the  artificial  limbs  manufactured 
by  Messrs  Palmer  k  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend 
them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 


manufactured  by  Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.,  in  use.  lower  extremity.  The  very  ingenious  mechanism 
and  consider  them  superior  to  any  with  which  1 1  which  is  applied  in  this  invention,  produces  an 
am  acquainted.  WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D.  limitation  of  the  shape  and  motion  of  a  living 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians[member,  much  more  successfully  than  would 
and  Surgeons,  N.  Y.  seem  possible.    We  recommend  them  with  plea- 

New  York,  January  29,  1851."  sure  and  confidence  to  those  who  may  need  such 

I  am  conversant  with  the  construction  and  assistance 
utility  of  the  Artificial  Leg,  projected  and  man-ljoffiv-  C  WARREN  1 
ufactured  by  Messrs  Palmer  k  Co.,  and  I  give mylgEO.  HAY  W  VRP  ' 

unqualified  testimony  as  to  its  superior  merits.  JACOB  BIGFIow'        Surgeons  and  Physicians 
over  all  other  inventions  of  the  same  kind,    tig  j)  TOWNSENI)       '  *° 
invariably  recommend  it  to  patients  upon  whom  j  MASON  W  UtKI'N         Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 
I  have  operated  in  private  practice,  and  have 
also  recommended  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  to  supply  the  patients  who  ha 


been  operated  upon  in  their  Hospitals  with  this 
most  excellent  substitute  for  the  amputated 
limb.  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  D. 

"  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  N.  Y.  Medical  College,  Chief 
Surgioo  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  etc 
New  York,  April  12,  1853." 


I).  H.  STORER, 

N.  B. — All  orders  for  limbs  from  any  part  of 
the  state  and  city  of  New  York  ;  and  also  the 
states  of  New  England,  must  be  sent  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  they  will  be  executed.  All 
others  to  Philadelphia. 
B.  F.  PALMER,  E.  I).  HUDSON 

A.  S.  CURRIER. 
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TRUSS— The  peculiarity  of  this  Truss  JJ 7  Poetical CmtL T„„  iS? 
consists  Brstlyin  the  absolute  Je.taintv  with  feiealSl  dSZS.j5n^?v  '1 
which  it  retains  its  po-ilion  oyer  two  karate  ,,„r  pal  tij.l^nd  t ,  "  '  Mo ffii 

transverse  portions  ol  the  canal,  or  over  the  >treet  ■  "I'P'y  a.  iuo  rast -1st 

outer  and  inner  ring,  thus  effectually  support-  "  Sew  York  ScDtcmber  1  L85J 

ing  the  bowel,  an.l  keeping  it  absolutely  within  '  '   cPum»e'  MW,  

Che  abdomen,  by  compnv  ,ing  tin-  of  ihr.rno  1>KK;gists    «•,  ""'  , 

canal  and  preventing  it-  escape:  the  practical,  1  to  o "  a^t,,,en't  o7  1 ,  '  "S  7! 
Surgeon  will  at  once  fee  the  al„olut«.  certainty  AND  PI  Ki'mERY -Mr.  .-i  wi  I  •  m  f 
with  which  this  is  done,  and  the  complete  irn^ive  us  T^SiJ^tr  a^n?  of 


ence  of  the  pad  and  thus  effectually  securing  it  M^'i^t^rl™^^;*"';  ~ 
in  its  proper  position,  ami  even  during  the  most  ><--- . 
active  exertions  of  mechanic  and  rural  life  !  So 
much  for  its  power,  as  a  supporting  and  retaining 
Truss;  that  the  adhesion  of  the  inner  opening  ot 
the  ring  is  the  only  prospect  of  cure  is  know  n  to 
every  Surgeon,  and  that  this  is  most  safely  pro- 
duced by  external  mechanical  pressure  is  equally 
apparent  to  the  common  sense  of  every  reader. 

To  effect  this  in  a  manner  perfectlv  managea- 
ble by  the  patient,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
physician,  has  hitherto  been  the  desideratum  of 
all  Surgeons.  An  ovoid  ivory  or  box-wood  pad, 
attached  to  a  separate  small  spring  proceeding 
from*  the  main  spring,  to  which  the  ring  pad  is 
attached,  is  completely  regulated  in  1  he  degree  of 
its  pressure  within  the  oval  ring  pad,  by  a  small 
screw:  this  allows  the  regulation  of  the  pressure, 
to  any  desired  degree,  without  the  necessity  of 
unloosening  the  garments.  In  short  the  truss 
requires  only  to  be  seen,  to  meet  the  approba 
tion  of  every  intelligent  Surgeon.  It  has  met 
with  most  enthusiastic  reception  of  Profs.  Par 
ker,  Carnochan,  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  of 
this  city,  under  whose  inspection  its  supporting 
powers  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  thor- 
ough trials  in  voluminous  and  long  standing 
Hernia.  Radical  cures  have  repeatedly  followed, 
and  will  be  found  almost  invariably  attainable 
by  the  perseverance  of  the  patient. 

The  editorial  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Scalpel 
was  the  result  of  long  observation  and  severe 
practical  trial  of  its  results. 

The  notice  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  next  number,  as  Doct. 
Reese  is  now  testing  the  instrument. 


 ~j   i  give 

usaatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  "  Commercial  Advertiter,"  of  this  city 
after  referring  to  those  who  have  occasion  for  the 
use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  :— "  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  .A.  &  J.  Ramsey  's  Kepha 
ha  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound 
for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and 
promoting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeni- 
ably fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other 
compounds,  and  now  add  that  of  one  who  has 
used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence.''    Manufactured  bv 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY.  318  Greenwich  st..  .V.  Y. 
PRKXTISS-  TOU.ET  POWDER,  made  only  by  A 
k  J.  RAMSEY,  318  Greenwich  st.,  N.  Y..  is  "uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made, 
and  is  kept  by  all  respectable  Druggi.-ts. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER,  warranted  gen- 
uine, an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  com- 
plexion :  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clear- 
ness and  a  beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of 
expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  anv  of 
the  preparations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c. 
Manufactured  only  by  A.  <c  J.  RAMSEY. 

318  Greenwich  St.,  New  York. 


MARSH  &  CO.'S 

union  ORTHOPAEDIC 

TRUSS  AND  BANDAGE  INSTITUTE, 

No.  2  1-3  Maiden  Lane,  IV.  V. 

Surgical  and  Anatomical  Mechanicians.  Inven- 
tors and  Manufacturers,  of  the  Invisible  Support 
for  Lateral  or  Iucipient  Curvature  of  the  Spine, 
for  the  cure  of  Club-Feet.  Bow-Legs,  and  all 
other  physical  deformities,  Elastic  Stockings  and 
Knee-Caps;  for  radical  cure  of  Varicose  Veins,  &c. 

A  new  style  of  Scsfexsory  Bandage,  superior 
to  any  heretofore  in  use.  Also,  a  Xew  and  Im- 
proved Light,  Elastic  Suspender  Shoulder  Brace. 

Office  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 

A  comprehensive  and  elegant  Manual,  descrip- 
tive of  every  variety  of  Hernia  and  all  illustra- 
ted by  the  finest  Wood  Cuts,  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  every  disease  and  the  apparatus 
for  its  relief,  will  be  sent  gratis  to  Physicians  on 
receipt  of  the  post  paid  order. 


COMMERCIAL  ADVERTIShR 

JOB  PRINTING,  OFFICE. 

Corner  of  Pine  and  William  Sts.,  X.  Y. 

THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER,  having  en- 
larged their  building,  have  appropriated  a  portion 
of  it  for  a  general  and  extensive 

b©gk  &  sm  mwnm  mrm. 

Its  business  will  be  conducted  by  Francis  A  ■ 
Hall.  John  G.  Clayton  and  John  Medole.  un- 
der the  firm  of 

HALL,  CLAYTON  &  CO. 

With  a  large  stock  of  entirely  new  Type,  an 
ample  equipment  ot  Machine  Presses  of  the  most 
pproved  construction,  with  Steam  for  *he 
motive  power,  and  the  aid  of  the  most  skillful 
practical  assistants  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, the  proprietors  feel  authorized  to  say, 
that  their  facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  any 
other  establishment  for  the  prompt  and  satis 
factory  execution  of  all  work  which  may  be 
entrusted  to  them. 

Particular  at  tention  paid  to  Druggists'  Print- 
ing of  all  descriptions,  in  black  or  colored  inks. 
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(Original  Department. 

AMPUTATION  OF  THE  TONGUE.— PRESERVATION  OF  SPEECH. 

Translated  from  "  L'Areille  MEDICALS, -''  of  Paris,  for  the  Xew  York  Medical  Gazette, 
Br  DR.  N.  L.  CAMPBELL, 
Slug  eon  of  the  Steamship  Washington. 

The  amputation  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  tongue,  in  conse- 
quence of  cancer  of  that  organ,  which  had  been  abandoned  for  some 
years,  has  been  again  practiced  of  late,  either  by  the  method  of  exci- 
sion or  by  the  ligature. 

Several  modes  of  operating  by  ligature  have  been  proposed  by 
Messrs.  Mirault,  Meyer,  J.  Cloquet,  Lisfranc,  Vidal,  &c.  Upon  these 
it  is  not  now  necessary  to  dwell,  as  in  the  case  before  us.  M. 
Maisonneuve  has  justly  given  the  preference  to  excision.  The  cancer, 
which  was  epithelial  in  nature,  occupied  the  anterior  half  of  the  organ. 
The  operator  has  divided  the  soft  and  the  bony  portions  of  the  chin, 
and  has  thus  been  enabled  to  operate  upon  the  tongue  with  facility, 
removing  a  considerable  portion  of  it,  together  with  the  sublingual 
gland. 

Two  remarkable  peculiarities  are  here  presented  to  us:  First,  the 
cause  of  the  disease ;  and  secondly,  the  complete  recovery  of  the  power 
of  speech.  The  latter  is  probably  owing  to  the  superficial  nature  of 
the  affection,  which  had  spared  the  deep-seated  parts,  and  affords 
ground  for  hoping  that  the  patient  will  escape  the  dangers  of  a  relapse. 
The  following  are  the  facts  of  the  case: 

Doctor  J  ,  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine, and  chairman  of  the  committee  upon  vaccination,  had  been  for 
several  years  engaged  in  transmitting,  into  the  various  departments, 
34 
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the  vaccine  virus  preserved  in  small  glass  tubes.  This  duty,  which  he 
performed  in  person,  made  it  necessary  to  hold  a  certain  number  of 
these  tubes  in  his  mouth:  it  often  happened  that  their  rough  extremi- 
ties produced  scratches  upon  the  tongue,  resulting  in  small  indura- 
tions; these  latter  would  generally  disappear  at  the  end  of  a  few  days; 
but  at  length  there  supervened  an  induration  which  continued  to 
remain,  and  was  the  origin  of  a  lesion  of  more  serious  nature. 

At  length  M.  J.,  tormented  by  the  persistency  of  this  induration, 
endeavored  to  make  it  disappear  by  means  of  cauterization. 

At  first  he  employed  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  afterwards  the  acid 
nitrate  of  mercury;  but  this  plan  of  treatment,  instead  of  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  disease,  only  served  to  aggravate  it.  Exfolia- 
tions of  the  epidermis  were  now  developed  upon  the  surface  of  the 
tongue,  and  at  a  later  period  the  middle  portion  of  the  organ  was 
deeply  ulcerated.  At  the  advice  of  some  professional  friends,  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  more  energetic  process  of  the  actual  cautery,  but  this 
only  gave  increased  activity  to  the  disease. 

The  whole  anterior  part  of  the  tongue,  as  far  as  the  caliciform 
papilla;,  had  now  become  the  seat  of  an  induration  to  the  extent  of  some 
eight  centimetres,  while  the  central  ulceration  continued  to  make  rapid 
progress:  to  these  symptoms  were  soon  superadded  the  lancinating 
pains,  which  left  the  patient  no  repose. 

He  now  consulted  Dr.  Ricord,  who  submitted  him  to  a  course  of 
iodide  of  potassium.  In  spite  of  this  treatment,  the  disease  daily  grew 
worse;  the  tongue,  enormously  swollen,  finally  occupied  the  entire 
buccal  cavity  ;  the  saliva  ran  in  a  continued  stream ;  speech  had  become 
impossible,  and  the  patient  was  obliged  to  live  entirely  upon  liquid 
nourishment.  In  such  a  state  of  affairs,  Doctor  J.,  under  M.  Ricord's 
advice,  consulted  me. 

In  view  of  an  affection  of  so  grave  a  nature,  which  had  so  obsti- 
nately resisted  the  most  rational  plans  of  treatment,  I  felt  it  my  duty 
to  propose  amputation  as  the  only  resource.  It  was,  accordingly, 
resorted  to,  on  the  24th  of  August,  at  the  Maison  de  Santi  of  Doctor 
Pinel,  in  presence  of  Messrs.  Laney,  Ricord,  Richard,  Dumotet, 
Langlebert  and  Pinel. 

The  patient  having  been  previously  subjected  to  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  I  first  divided  the  lower  lip  and  the  soft  parts  of  the 
chin,  in  the  median  line.  I  then,  by  means  of  a  chain-saw,  effected  the 
section  of  the  lower  jaw-bone,  the  two  branches  of  which  being  separa- 
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ted,  enabled  me  to  seize  the  tongue  and  draw  it  out.  By  a  rapid  dis- 
section, the  diseased  organ  was  next  separated  from  the  healthy  parts 
as  far  as  its  anterior  half,  and  to  the  extent  of  eight  centimetres.  The 
sublingual  gland  was  also  obliged  to  be  sacrificed.  Ligatures  were 
applied  to  all  the  important  vessels,  so  as  to  prevent  all  hemorrhage. 

After  this  operation,  the  branches  of  the  jaw-bone  were  brought 
together  again,  and  maintained  in  contact  by  means  of  a  thread 
wound  around  the  incisor  and  canine  teeth:  the  ligatures  upon  the 
vessels  were  brought  out  below  the  chin,  in  the  inferior  angle  of  the 
incision,  and  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  together  by  means 
of  the  twisted  suture. 

Despite  the  extremely  grave  nature  of  this  operation,  no  untoward 
accident  has  occurred.  The  cicatrization  of  the  external  parts  has 
been  effected  by  the  first  intention;  the  enormous  loss  of  substance 
has  been  rapidly  repaired;  the  divided  bone  has  again  solidly  united: 
and,  what  is  most  remarkable,  the  patient,  now  forty  days  after  the  ope- 
tion,  has  recovered  his  powers  of  speech,  as  well  the  ability  to  seize  and 
masticate  his  food.  Anatomical  examination  has  demonstrated  the 
fact  that  the  disease  belonged  to  the  epithelial  variety  of  cancroid 
affections. 

Everything  leads  us  to  indulge  in  the  expectation  that  there  will  be 
no  return  of  the  disease.  N.  L.  C. 


[Translated  fur  this  Journal  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Grken.] 
MEDICAL  RECEIPTS  FOR  CUTANEOUS  MALADIES, 

BEING  PART  OF  AN  EGYPTIAN   FRAGMENT  IN  THE  THEBAN  DIALECT 

Translated  by  J.  F.  CHAMPOILLION. 

The  work  dates  from  the  middle  ages,  perhaps  the  X.  or  XI.  century. 
It  is  a  Coptic  fragment,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  part  of  a  manual  of 
medicine.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  work  of  some  magnitude,  from 
the  fact  that  the  fragment,  which  consists  of  two  leaves,  forming  four 
pages,  bears  the  Coptic  numeral  letters  corresponding  to  the  cyphers 
241  and  244,  and  the  241st  page  corresponds  to  the  end  of  the  36th 
chapter.  It  is  valuable  from  the  fact  that,  although  Coptic,  the  ideas 
must  all  or  nearly  all  have  been  derived  from  the  ancient  Egyptian 
ancestors  of  the  Copts,  who  derive  their  language  directly  from  the 
Egyptian.  Champoillion  remarks  that  most  of  their  remedies  belong 
to  the  country,  many  indeed  are  indigenous;  for  example,  the  opium 
and  the  natron  or  nitre,  which  in  lower  Egypt  I  have  seen  cover  the 
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ground  like  snow.  The  use  of  baths,  frequently  mentioned  in  these 
receipts,  was  and  is  very  common  in  Egypt,  and  the  frequency  of 
affections  of  the  skin  in  this  country  would  lead  to  a  multiplication  of 
appropriate  remedies. 

The  translation  of  the  manuscript  is  given  in  an  article  by  M. 
Poitevu,  in  the  Revue  Archiologique.  The  editor  of  the  Gazette  has 
chosen  only  the  most  important  or  most  curious  ones. 

I- — For  nil  kinds  of  Itch. — Take  of  the  salt,  called  olyctos,  ten  trio 
boles,  (3iij;)  of  wax,  half  an  ounce;  of  rosin,  half  an  ounce;  white 
lead,  half  an  ounce;  of  superfine  oil,  half  a  measure;  of  the  litharge  of 
silver,  two  ounces.  Dissolve  the  wax  and  the  rosin  in  the  oil,  bruise 
the  residue  when  dry,  and  mix  the  ingredients  together.  If  you  have 
any  sulph.  copper,  pound  a  little,  add  to  it  some  vinegar,  join  this  to 
the  rest,  and  use  it. 

II.  — Prayer  for  the  Cure. — I  conjure  thee,  0!  Angel,  who  relievest 
all  the  diseases  of  which  man  is  afflicted,  and  particularly  of  those 
Tvhich  torment  him  in  his  servility,  that  the  cure  proceed  from  the  four 
angels,  Uriel,  Gabriel,  Raphael  and  Michael!  That  he  who  prays  be 
delivered  from  all  disease. 

III.  — For  Tetters  and  Itching. — If  he  who  has  these  itchings  over 
all  his  body,  rub  himself  with  warm  vinegar,  he  will  obtain  repose. 

V. — If  you  take  some  green  grapes  and  bruise  them  with  some 
chamomile,  anoint  the  diseased  parts,  they  will  be  relieved. 

VII.  — If  you  will  take  some  incense,  (?)  and  of  it  make  a  cataplasm 
upon  the  parts  affected  with  itching,  they  will  be  calmed. 

VIII.  — If  you  take  the  juice  of  the  squill,  and  the  interior  parts  of 
a  melon,  and  rub  with  this  mixture  the  parts  affected,  they  will  be 
eased. 

IX.  — Take  some  nitre,  reduce  it  to  powder,  rub  the  diseased  parts 
with  it,  they  will  be  cured. 

X.  — Take  of  the  green  date,  cook  it,  pound  it  with  aloes,  add  to  it 
wine,  rub  with  it  the  affected  parts,  they  shall  be  cured. 

XI.  — For  the  Tetter. — Mix  together  the  nitre  of  Arabia  and  fat  of 
pork,  anoint  the  patient  in  the  bath. 

XII.  — Another. — Use  wax,  soft  pitch,  nitre  and  sulphur. 

XIII.  — For  the  Pruriginous  Tetter. — Take  some  vinegar  well  boiled, 
sprinkle  with  it  many  times  the  patient,  he  will  be  cured. 

XIV.  — If  thou  takest  of  the  opium,  and  if  thou  mixest  it  with  the 
wax,  it  will  cure  the  tetters. 
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XV.  — Take  of  the  natron  of  Rakote,  of  inceuse,  of  native  sulphur, 
infuse  thern  in  vinegar,  to  which  add  some  honey  and  a  little  wax, 
mixed  together,  join  to  this  the  oil  of  chamomile;  after  the  whole 
shall  be  well  mixed,  make  use  of  it  in  the  bath,  the  patient  will  be 
cured. 

XVI.  — For  the  Rebellious  Tetters. — Use  a  triobole  of  white  cumin, 
one  ounce  of  litharge  of  silver,  and  one  ounce  of  sulphur. 

XVII.  — Take  the  leaves  of  the  wild  fig,  some  honey,  some  natron, 
native  sulphur,  rub  the  patient  afflicted  with  the  dartne,  and  the 
humor  will  be  dissipated. 

XVIII.  — Take  the  excrements  of  the  dog,  put  them  in  a  cloth,  apply 
them  to  the  tetter,  and  the  disease  will  vanish. 

XIX.  — Take  some  old  wood,  burn  it,  throw  some  oil  upon  the 
ciuders  which  result,  rub  with  this  the  patients  afflicted  with  dartnes, 
and  they  will  be  relieved. 

XXII.  — Pound  some  garlic  in  oil,  apply  it  to  the  tetter,  it  will  be 
cured. 

XXIII.  — Infallible  Remedy. — Take  the  horn  of  a  sheep,  the  skin 
of  an  ass,  burn  them,  rub  the  cinders  together  in  some  vinegar  and  oil, 
anoint  then  the  patient. 

XXIV.  — Admirable  Remedy  against  Tellers. — Use  two  trioboles 
of  the  scoria  of  silver;  two  trioboles  of  white  lead;  two  trioboles  of 
native  sulphur;  dry  laurel  berries  two  trioboles,  and  two  trioboles 
of  burdock  vinegar. 

XXV.  — For  a  man  whose  body  is  attacked  with  Itching. — Of  licebane 
take  six  ounces,  six  ouuees  of  nitre,  six  ounces  of  hederaredimitus,  six 
ounces  of  litharge  of  silver,  six  ounces  of  sulphur,  six  ounces  of  cumin; 
pound  them  all  together,  take  them  to  the  bath,  and  as  soon  as  the 
patient  perspires  rub  his  body  with  it,  and  wash  his  body  immediately 
with  hot  water. 

XXVI.  — Another. — Take  some  garlic,  nitre  of  Arabia,  soot,  old 
vinegar,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  gum  of  cedar  and  oil  of  sesame;  mix 
the  whole  together,  and  rub  the  body  of  the  patient.  Three  days 
afterwards  the  skin  will  fall  off;  then  wash  him  with  warm  water;  he 
will  be  cured. 

XXXI.  — Another  for  the  Watery  Tetters. — Rub  the  patient  with 
nitre  and  powder,  and  he  will  be  cured. 

XXXII.  — Another. — Anoint  the  patient  with  licebane,  oil  and  vine- 
gar boiled  together. 
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XXXIII. — Another. — Use  litharge  of  silver,  white  lead,  native 
sulphur,  two  scruples  of  each  in  denier  of  wax  and  the  oil  of  myrtle 
in  proportion. 

XXXVI. — For  those  whose  skin  scales  off,  and  for  Chancres. — You 
must  make  use  of  Ammonia,  incense  of  dried  raisins,  without  their  seeds, 
and  oil,  mixed  together. 

XXXIX. — Another. — Use  native  sulphur,  scoria  of  iron,  the  lees 
of  old  wine  cooked,  nitre,  five  scruples  of  dry  biscuit,  arsenic,  stachis  in 
proportion,  and  if  it  is  impossible  to  procure  this,  use  vinegar. 

XLI. — For  those  who  have  itching,  and  body  covered  with  scales. — 
Mix  a  little  urine  with  nitre  and  vinegar;  put  the  patient  in  a  bath, 
anoint  the  body,  then  wash  immediately,  and  rub  them  with  superfine 
oil  in  wine. 

XLIV. — For  Itching  of  the  Fingers. — Take  the  heart  of  a  cabbage, 
calf  's  gall,  and  some  nitre;  pound  them  together  in  some  honey,  anoint 
then  one  time  the  fingers  of  the  patient,  he  will  be  cured. 

XLV. — Take  a  scruple  of  rue,  a  scruple  of  cadmia,  a  scruple  of 
white  lead,  six  scruples  of  litharge  of  silver,  a  drachm  of  burnt  white 
lead,  dissolve  them  in  wine,  oil,  and  eight  scruples  of  wax  and  a 
"  sextaire"  of  oil.  Place  them  all  in  a  mortar  and  pound  them,  in 
order  to  make  use  of  them. 

Upon  a  part  of  the  Apparatus  of  Erection  of  the  Penis  and  Clitoris 
which  have  not  been  perceived  until  the  present  time,  by  Professor 
S.  Bochdalek,  at  Prague. 

I.  The  mechanism  of  the  erection  of  the  penis  is  complex,  and  con- 
sists in  voluntary  and  involuntary  muscles,  in  tendonous  and  elastic 
elements,  and  in  vein*  extremely  numerous  and  remarkable.  These 
are  provided  in  certain  points  with  sinuous  dilatations,  and  have  a  very 
flexuous  course.  Thus,  in  certain  circumstances,  the  blood  can  only 
progress  slowly,  and  even  stagnates  sometimes. 

II.  During  the  erection,  the  ischio  and  bulbo-cavernous  muscles, 
which  are  generally  looked  upon  as  alone  affected  in  this  act,  and 
which  recently  Theile  placed  among  the  number  of  semi-involuntary 
muscles;  and  which  are,  according  to  Koelliker,  the  muscles  of  the 
framework  of  the  cavernous  body,  are  not  the  only  ones  brought  into 
action.  It  demands  the  co-operation  of  another  muscular  apparatus 
situated  in  the  pelvian  cavity ;  that  is  to  say,  a  great  number  of  fibres 
and  fasciculi,  which  have  their  source,  in  part,  from  the  pubis  and  the 
ischium,  and  partly  from  all  the  pelvii  fascia,  and  which  cover  and 
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enlace  this  venous  network  placed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  anterior 
wall  of  the  pelvis,  either  in  the  state  of  muscles  or  as  tendons  and 
elastic  fibre;  a  disposition  which  permits  them  to  exercise  a  constric- 
tion or  a  compression  mediate  or  immediate  upon  these  veins. 


OBSTETRICAL  ANOMALY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Gazette: 

Allow  me  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  case  which 
lately  came  under  my  observation,  and  if  you  think  it  of  sufficient 
interest  you  will  please  give  it  a  place  in  your  valuable  journal. 

On  the  8th  of  October  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  R  ,  a  young 

married  lady,  aged  nineteen  years,  then  in  labor  with  her  first  child. 
After  a  slow  and  tedious  labor  of  about  twelve  hours,  she  was  safely 
delivered  of  a  fine  healthy  female  child.  The  placenta  also  came  away 
in  due  time,  say  within  about  half  an  hour.  She  seemed  quite  easy 
and  comfortable  after  the  bandage  was  applied,  and  remained  so  for 
some  twelve  hours,  when  she  suddenly  alarmed  the  nurse  by  the  return 
of  strong  labor  pains,  and  the  sensation  of  a  second  birth  about  to 
take  place. 

I  was  sent  for  in  great  haste,  when  to  my  surprise  I  found  a  second 
placenta  presenting,  which  I  delivered  without  delay.  It  was  perfect 
in  its  formation,  with  cord  and  membrane  attached,  but  from  its  size 
and  appearance  it  could  not  have  been  more  than  three  months  old. 
The  foetus  had  escaped  either  at  the  birth  of  the  child,  or  the  delivery 
of  the  first  placenta,  or  in  a  flooding  which  she  informed  me  had  taken 
place  some  three  months  previous.  This  second  placenta  being  in  such 
a  healthy  condition,  leaves  it  a  matter  for  consideration  whether  it 
was  a  case  of  twins,  and  that  one  had  miscarried  some  three  months 
previous,  or  whether  it  might  not  have  been  a  second  impregnation 
some  three  months  after  the  first,  and  that  a  miscarriage  had  taken 
place  at  the  time  of  the  flooding  mentioned  above,  leaving  the  placenta 
behind.  But  as  this  is  a  subject  which  will  admit  of  so  much  contro- 
versy and  speculation,  I  leave  it  for  the  consideration  of  such  as  may 
take  an  interest  in  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

J.  C.  Lkk. 
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OUK  MODEL  JANITOR. 

a  sketch  in  imitation  of  "Les  francais  fdnts  par  aux  memes." 
The  Janitor  of  a  Medical  School  is  a  fat,  rosy-cheeked,  jovial-look- 
ing, well-dressed  man,  wearing  gold  spectacles,  polite  to  everybody, 
fond  of  flattery,  displaying  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  and  accom- 
modation of  Professors  and  Students,  often  being  taken  by  Professors 
of  neighboring  cities  for  a  Professor  himself;  but  above  all,  looking 
out  for  the  pennies.  Having  no  rent  to  pay,  nor  bills  for  fuel,  light 
and  a  few  other  items,  his  happy  looking  face  and  fatness  can  easily  be 
accounted  for.  As  gold  spectacles  are  rather  imposing,  for  the  (ordi- 
nary) beggar  cannot  afford  them,  he  is  sure  never  to  receive  coppers 
for  fees.  "  Between  you  and  him,"  he  will  render  you  such  a  service, 
though  he  does  with  a  great  sacrifice,  as  he  could  employ  his  time  to 
better  advantage.  He  is  polite  to  the  extreme,  and  not  all  "  in  a 
corner"  to  tell  you  to  your  face  that  you  are  the  richest,  or  the  best 
dressed,  or  the  most  studious,  or  the  most  candid,  nay,  even  the  most 
honest  man  he  ever  met.  Of  course,  he  expects  you  "  to  make  it  up" 
in  some  way  or  another.  Displaying  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
and  accommodation  of  the  professors  and  students,  he  expects  the 
former  not  to  look  too  sharp  to  what  the  "  Know  Nothings"  and 
"  outsiders"  might  be  called,  a  disgrace  to  the  school  he  is  the  head 
servant  in,  and  does  not  allow  an  apple  or  cake  vender  to  sell  anything 
to  the  latter,  before  he  has  tasted  of  it,  even  if  this  vender  is  a  cripple. 
Some  not  understanding  his  noble  motives,  call  it  the  height  of  mean- 
ness to  accept  his  might  from  the  pedlar  before  he  allows  him  to  stand 
or  sit  on  the  steps.  But  must  he  not  look  to  the  health  of  the  students? 
(and  his  own  pocket,  for  he  is  bound  to  make  money  anyhoio.)  From 
the  same  motives,  he  condescends,  for  the  consideration  of  $1.00,  to 
fetch  your  letter  from  the  post-office,  and  delivers  it  to  you,  (though 
the  trouble  falls  on  a  lower  servant, )  and  saves  you  the  pains  to  pay 
two  cents  to  the  letter  carrier  for  the  half  a  dozen  letters  you  may 
receive  during  the  session.  Does  not  the  letter  carrier  have  enough 
already  to  live  upon?  From  equally  noble  motives,  he  takes  care  to 
keep  the  diplomas  'till  the  tin  cases  are  ready,  for  though  he  tells  you 
the  professors  expect  you  to  give  a  V  to  him  for  the  tin  case,  (nomi- 
nal cost  12|  cts.,)  being  a  part  payment  of  his  salary,  (that  his  salary 
is  almost  nothing  you  will  hear  from  him  a  hundred  times,)  his  real 
motive  is  "  the  preservation  of  your  diploma  in  a  clean,  fit  sla  te.  Nay,  if 
possible,  nobler  yet  are  the  motives  which  induce  him  to  supply  the 
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students  with  books,  dissecting  cases,  anatomical  plates  at  the  lowest 
possible  prices;  he  sells  them  at  cost  price,  lays  the  money  out  to  keep 
a  stock,  and  occasionally  even  sells  with  a  loss  if  the  purchaser  looks 
poor.  We  say,  nobler  yet  are  the  motives  which  induce  him  to  put 
himself  to  all  these  pains;  for,  regardless  of  making  the  College  a 
money  making  shop,  and  throw  disgrace  upon  the  far-famed  professors, 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  fact,  he  makes  the  sacrifice  (a  real  one  to  the 
school  and  the  professors)  in  order  to  save  the  students  from  being 
"  shaved"  by  the  booksellers,  who,  he  tells  them,  make  large  profits  on 
medical  books,  (and  in  order  to  make  for  himself  a  few  more  silver  or 
gold  pennies.)  As  gold  is  heavy  to  carry  about,  he  will  relieve  the 
student  and  give  him  paper;  nay,  he  will  even  ask  him  if  he  wants 
paper,  so  as  to  foresee  even  the  student's  wishes.  That  his  friend,  the 
broker,  allows  him  something  is  natural  for  all  the  trouble,  and 
depends  upon  the  course. 

Excellent  Janitor!  how  little  are  your  services  valued.  The  pro- 
fessors do  not  know  what  sacrifices  (tricks)  you  make  (play)  for  (on) 
the  students.  The  students  soon  enough  know  you,  but  cannot  appre- 
ciate your  motives.  Perhaps  they  would  venture  to  look  into  your 
motives  and  inform  the  professors  of  your  real  genuine  value,  if  not 
withheld  by  the  fear  that  the  professors  know  you  already,  but  had 
their  reasons  to  play  the  ignorant,  and  being  reprimanded  for  trying 
to  see  more  than  their  teachers.  It  is  time  the  College  might  attract 
a  large  number  of  students,  if  you  were  not  so  very  particular  about 
their  welfare,  (pennies,)  but  how  can  you  miss  your  obvious  destina- 
tion? (to  become  rich  anyhow.) 

Excellent  Janitor,  how  little  are  your  services  valued  by  (and  how 
little  do  you  care  for)  the  independent,  (the  wise.)  May  your  con- 
duct (meanness)  be  rewarded  (known)  by  the  professors!  Were  all 
Janitors  like  you!  (Happy  for  other  schools,  there  is  a  distinction 
between  a  Janitor  and  a  Professor. 

An  Independent  Southerner. 

[The  foregoing  is  furnished  by  a  student  who  joined  in  the 
stampede  which  occurred,  as  we  predicted,  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  sub-professor  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Swett.  The 
writer  is  off  for  Philadelphia  with  a  score  of  his  indignant 
associates.] 
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Selections. 

From  ihc  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

The  Case  of  a  Lady  in  a  Sugar-House,  with  Aphonic,  Hemorrhagic,  Tubercular 
Phthisis  in  the  Softening  Stage. 

By  SAMUEL  A.  CARTWRIGHT,  M.  D.,  New  Orleans. 

In  the  autumn  of  1853,  before  the  disappearance  of  the  terrible 
epidemic  yellow  fever  which  afflicted  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower 
Mississippi  so  severely,  although  it  had  nearly  disappeared  from  the 
city,  I  received  a  note,  stating  that  Miss  S.,  formerly  of  Philadelphia, 
and  a  patient  of  Dr.  T.,  of  Ohio,  wished  to  see  me  at  the  Franklin 
House  on  Canal  Street.  The  first  glimpse  of  the  patient  was  sufficient 
to  convince  me  that  she  was  in  the  second  or  softening,  if  not  in  the 
last  stage  of  consumption.  She  could  not  speak  above  a  hoarse 
whisper,  and  used  a  white  slate  to  communicate  with  those  around 
her.  There  was  well-marked  flattening  under  both  clavicles,  showing 
that  chronic  changes  had  occurred  in  the  apices.  She  was  much 
emaciated,  particularly  about  the  muscles  of  the  chest  and  arms,  and 
had  lost  about  one-fourth  of  her  weight,  as  was  subsequently  ascer- 
tained. She  had  pain  and  distressing  sensations  within  the  thorax 
nearly  all  the  time,  and  occasionally  intercostal  neuralgia  was  super- 
added thereto.  She  had  a  distressing  cough,  particularly  in  the 
morning  and  evening,  with  expectoration — sputa  viscous,  containing 
white  spots,  and  she  said  was  sometimes  dotted  red  instead  of  being 
pearly.  For  about  eighteen  months  had  had  a  permanent  weakness 
and  hoarseness  of  the  voice — respiration  jerking — pulse  frequent.  For 
many  months  had  had  streaked  or  tinged  sputa — bloody  matter,  as 
she  called  it.  This  had  been  preceded  by  several  attacks  of  copious 
haemoptysis  of  florid  blood.  The  haemoptysis,  she  informed  me,  did 
not  occur  until  after  the  first  auscultation,  and  was  preceded  by  yellow 
expectoration.  Dulness  under  the  clavicles  and  dry  crepitant  rattle 
were  the  physical  signs  when  first  auscultated.  She  said  the  doctor 
compared  it  to  the  crackling  of  sparks  of  fire  when  dry  brush  is  burn- 
ing. It  was  heard  in  the  summit  of  both  lungs.  It  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  add,  that  it  indicated  unsoftened  tubercle,  and  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  passing  of  air  through  mucus  in  the  bronchial  tubes,  as 
this  sound  is  produced  external  to  the  cells.  There  was  no  humid 
crepitation  until  after  the  occurrence  of  the  hoemOptysis.  She  said 
she  had  always  been  subject  to  a  slight  cough  on  exposure;  that  for 
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some  years  preceding  her  chest  complaint  she  had  had  chronic 
diarrhoea,  and  would  have  supposed  that  checking  it  had  caused  the 
pulmonary  disease,  if  a  considerable  interval  had  not  elapsed  between 
the  cure  of  the  one  and  the  attack  of  the  other.  She  did  not  know 
that  chronic  diarrhoea,  without  evident  cause,  occurring  in  a  young 
person,  is  regarded  by  Louis  as  an  evidence  of  tubercles. 

Taking  all  the  symptoms  together,  the  diagnosis  was  consumption 
with  tubercular  softening.  The  proscriptions  of  her  former  physicians — 
counter-irritants  to  the  chest,  prussicacid,  cod-liver  oil,  and  the  like — 
plainly  showed  that  they  regarded  it  as  a  case  of  confirmed 
phthisis.  They  also  told  her  so.  One  of  them  thought  the  last  stage 
had  come.  None  of  them  favored  the  idea  of  her  leaving  home  with 
any  expectation  of  getting  well.  Her  mental  faculties  were  clear, 
and  yet  she  was  so  hopeful,  that  notwithstanding  every  discourage- 
ment she  set  out  for  the  South,  determined  to  try  the  sugar-house 
cure.  On  arriving  at  Memphis,  the  company  with  her  would  go  no 
further  on  account  of  the  reports  of  cholera  and  yellow  fever  in  all  the 
lower  stem  of  the  Mississippi.  She  resolutely  concluded  to  come  the 
balance  of  the  journey  alone — had  tried  on  the  way  to  get  into  a  sugar- 
house,  without  success.  She  spoke  French,  and  had  letters  of  recom- 
mendation from  eminent  persons  in  Philadelphia,  Ohio  and  Kentucky; 
but  being  unknown  to  the  French  planters  where  she  happened  to 
stop,  they  availed  her  nothing.  She  had  left  home  under  the  mistaken 
impression  that  there  were  boarding  houses  on  or  near  some  of  the 
sugar-houses,  where  strangers  could  board  and  inhale  the  vapor.  She 
desired  me,  if  possible,  to  procure  her  a  situation  in  one,  if  there  were 
any  such.  I  knew  of  none.  I  also  gave  her  to  understand  that  her 
case  was  not  one  which  came  within  the  class  of  those  in  which  I  had 
any  certain  experience  of  the  good  effects  of  the  inhalalation  of  the 
vapor  of  boiling  cane  juice. 

Having  come  so  far,  she  said  she  was  determined  to  try  it,  at  any 
rate,  if  she  could  possibly  get  admittance  into  a  sugar-house.  I 
explained  to  her  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  suitable  place ;  that  the 
planters  were  generally  in  a  state  of  alarm  for  fear  of  yellow  fever  and 
cholera — regarded  by  them  as  contagious — and  were  disinclined  to 
receive  strangers  on  that  account.  I  finally  recommended  her  to  a 
boarding  house  on  Lake  Borgnc,  kept  by  a  very  quiet  and  respectable 
woman,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  neighboring  planters  living 
on  the  road  from  Lake  Borgnc  to  the  city,  about  twenty-eight  miles, 
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passing  through  the  battle-ground  and  over  the  territory  occupied  by 
the  British  army  in  the  winter  of  1814  and  1815,  while  their  ships  lay 
at  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the  lake.  Thither  she  went.  Soon  the 
elderly  matron,  who  kept  the  boarding  house  on  Lake  Borgne,  got 
very  tired  of  having  to  put  on  her  spectacles  so  often  to  read  the  notes 
of  the  Philadelphia  lady,  who  had  become  a  boarder  in  her  house.  As 
she  could  not  talk  above  a  hoarse  whisper,  she  had  to  communicate 
her  wants  and  wishes  to  the  landlady  by  writing.  The  landlady  get- 
ting out  of  all  patience,  implored  a  neighboring  planter  to  take  her 
boarder  to  his  sugar-house.  I  had  informed  her,  that  if  she  would  go 
into  a  sugar-house,  she  was  to  be  the  doctor  and  I  would  be  the  -pupil, 
and  expected  her  to  give  me  lessons. 

I  heard  nothing  more  from  her  for  five  weeks — not  knowing  what 
plantation  she  had  gone  to.  On  inquiring  of  her  merchant,  to  whom 
she  had  brought  a  letter  of  credit,  he  could  give  no  information — but 
supposed,  from  what  the  landlady  said,  that  she  had  sunk  under  the 
disease,  as  he  had  heard  nothing  from  her  for  more  than  a  month. 
Ascertaining  that  she  was  at  Mr.  W.'s  plantation,  I  wrote  to  her  by 
special  messenger,  as  there  was  no  intercourse  with  the  city,  and  no 
other  means  of  communicating  with  her- — no  post-office  facilities — and 
soon  received  her  reply.  She  said  she  thought  she  must  be  at  the 
"  jumpiug-off  place,"  from  the  impossibility  of  communicating  by  letter 
with  her  friends — mine  being  the  first  one  she  had  received  for  five 
weeks.    She  proceeds  to  say: — 

"  I  think  I  could  make  you  hear  me  speak  now,  for  I  am  talking  as 
loud  as  anybody,  and  without  pain  or  effort  at  the  time,  though  I  feel 
soreness  after  speaking,  if  I  make  too  free  use  of  my  newly-recovered 
power.  As  to  my  cough,  it  has  left  me  entirely — save  a  little  hacking, 
when  the  cold  air  comes  too  suddenly  in  contact  with  my  lungs.  Just 
this  little  hack,  occurring  very  seldom,  puts  me  in  such  mortal  pain, 
that  I  take  much  care  to  avoid  it.  Had  my  cough  continued  longer, 
I  could  not  have  been  so  well  as  I  am  now,  if  alive  at  all,  for  it  was 
like  tearing  away  my  lungs.  My  first  bleeding  came  on  after  a  twen- 
ty-four hours'  incessant  coughing.  The  blood  had  in  my  mouth  a  hot 
taste.  For  the  first  few  days  I  tried  the  vapor,  I  brought  up  very 
freely,  and  without  the  least  pain,  a  quantity  of  frothy  and  other  in- 
describable matter — but  have  scarcely  had  an  expectoration  for  above 
two  weeks.  Occasionally  a  little  yellowish  spit  reminds  me  of  the 
contrast  between  now  and  and  what  has  been.    As  to  the  process  of 
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inhaling,  it  is  the  most  heavenly,  earthly  delight  I  ever  knew!  The 
vapor  is  both  most  deliciously  penetrating  and  most  penetratingly 
delicious;  hot  and  searching;  and  it  forces  its  way,  or  seems  to, 
through  all  the  bronchial  tubes,  opening  and  giving  them  new  life  and 
action.  It  is  my  nature  to  be  thorough  in  everything  I  do,  and  to  do 
it  with  all  my  might.  I  could  not  get  the  vapor  strong  enough, 
standing  or  sitting  by  the  side  of  the  boiling  juice,  and  so  I  had  a  lit- 
tle cuddy  (I  can  think  of  no  better  term)  cut  out  by  the  side  of  the 
battery,  up  high,  and  into  this  I  crawl  up,  and  there  stay  sometimes 
half,  and  sometimes  the  whole  day  long.  Having  nothing  to  guide 
me  in  this  matter,  no  past  experience  or  medical  advice,  I  follow  my 
own  inclinations  about  it,  and  very  probably  do  not  manage  it  as  I 
ought.  The  efforts  to  keep  myself  in  as  comfortable  a  position  as  possi- 
ble, and  yet  to  hang  over  the  kettle  as  far  as  I  can  without  falling  in, 
give  me  plenty  of  exercise,  notwithstanding  the  small  space  I  have  to 
take  it  in.  I  can  bear  almost  any  degree  of  heat.  The  thermometer 
stands  by  my  head  at  110°  and  upwards.  Yet  it  is  none  too  warm. 
It  takes  that  degree  or  more  to  open  the  pores  of  my  skin,  which  is 
hard  and  dry  as  parchment.  All  my  physicians  have  tried  in  vain  to 
produce  moisture  upon  it;  but  the  vapor  in  its  greatest  intensity 
makes  a  sweat  like  rain.  I  get  all  it  is  possible  to  do  in  a  sugar-house 
on  my  throat  and  chest,  and  think  if  one  could  take  a  regular  bath  of 
it,  like  any  common  vapor  bath,  it  would  cure  almost  any  complaint. 
It  makes  me  sleepy — is  the  best  opiate  I  ever  took — and  the  night 
after  my  first  day's  toil  in  my  sugar-bath  house,  I  slept  more  soundly 
for  several  hours  than  I  have  for  years ;  but  was  awakened  by  a  pain  as 
great  as  if  every  limb  had  been  racked,  and  the  next  day  could  scarce- 
ly bend  my  limbs ;  and  sharp  pains  continued  all  over  me  for  some 
time.  But  they  passed  off  by  degrees;  and  though  I  have  ridden 
my  sugar-hobby  horse  as  faithfully  as  before,  I  have  not  been  so  af- 
flicted since.  But  for  the  continued  pain  in  my  breast,  around  my 
right  collar  bone,  the  pit  of  my  stomach,  and  between  my  shoulders, 
I  should  think  I  was  getting  well  fast.  This  pain  is  not  so  severe 
while  I  am  under  the  influence  of  the  vapor.  I  feel  it,  but  it  is  not 
(to  speak  paradoxically)  painful — it  is,  as  it  were,  over-mastered, 
smothered.  At  other  times  it  is  very  sharp  and  lancinating — comes 
and  goes  suddenly.  When  it  is  on  me,  I  feel  as  though  it  is  foolish 
to  think  I  shall  ever  be  free  from  it,  and  while  feeling  so  it  is  gone. 
When  I  am  free  from  it,  I  almost  forget  that  I  ever  had  a  pain  in  the 
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world;"  and  while  enjoying  this  oblivion,  back  it  comes  again.  Thus 
it  has  been  for  eighteen  months.  Yet  all  this  time,  except  when  pros- 
trated by  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  I  have  never  lost  my  strength. 
The  vapor  weakens  me  for  a  short  time;  but  after  a  little  rest 
strength  returns.    I  do  not  perceive  that  I  either  gain  or  lose  flesh." 

This  letter  speaks  for  itself.  The  italics,  points,  language,  and 
everything  are  all  her  own.  Her  description  of  intercostal  neuralgia 
— a  frequent  attendant  on  tubercular  phthisis — is  drawn  from  nature 
and  to  the  life,  although  she  does  not  seem  to  know  that  it  is  not  a 
part  of  the  other  pain  she  speaks  of  as  being  felt  nearly  all  the  time, 
which  is  evidently  pulmonary  in  its  origin,  but  a  superadded  pain  in 
the  intercostal  nerves.  As  she  did  not  perceive  whether  she  gained 
or  lost  flesh,  I  requested  her  to  be  accurately  weighed  from  time  to 
time.  The  discovery  was  subsequently  made  that  she  gained  at  the 
rate  of  a  pound  of  flesh  every  five  days.  She  said  her  healthy  weight 
five  or  six  years  ago,  when  in  the  best  health,  was  from  120  to  124 
pounds. 

"  Then,"  says  she,  "  my  collar  bones  were  covered  with  flesh,  and 
were  not  at  all  visible.  My  collar  bones  are  still  like  hills  in  valleys, 
but  not  so  protuberated  as  when  you  saw  me.  Blessed  be  the  sugar- 
vapor." 

She  was  below  her  minimum  healthy  weight  when  she  went  into  the 
sugar-house,  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained  by  comparing  the  rates 
of  gain,  some  thirty  pounds;  and  the  week  before  she  came  out,  she 
had  got  back  about  half  her  lost  flesh — having  gained  some  fifteen 
pounds.  As  she  had  adopted  the  extraordinary  expedient  of  getting 
into  the  vapor-chimney  to  inhale  the  vapor  from  the  boiling  cane-juice 
in  the  kettles  below,  I  asked  for  a  particular  description  of  her  method 
of  inhaling  it.  I  would  premise,  however,  that  the  vapor-chimney  is 
a  wide  cone  with  its  base  downwards,  reaching  within  a  few  feet  of 
tops  of  the  kettles,  to  conduct  off  the  vapor  arising  from  the  boiling 
cane-juice,  to  prevent  its  filling  the  room  and  obstructing  the  vision. 
Formerly  there  was  no  such  contrivance — it  was  introduced  by  the 
American  planters.  On  those  plantations  having  no  chimney,  the 
whole  house  is  full  of  vapor.  In  such  my  first  observations  were 
made.  But  where  there  is  a  vapor  chimney,  it  is  necessary  to  stoop 
over  the  kettles  to  inhale  it,  or  to  put  a  board  or  two  in  the  flue  to 
throw  it  out  from  the  chimney.  The  boilers  are  from  four  to  five  in 
number,  each  about  six  feet  in  diameter,  and  distinguished  by  different 
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names,  the  last  one  being  called  the  battery.  Being  disappointed  in 
finding  no  vapor  to  inhale  without  leaning  over  the  kettles,  the  pa- 
tient had  a  closet  or  cuddy  made  in  the  chimney  above  the  boilers — 
the  floor  of  the  closet  being  a  little  above  the  boiling  juice. 

The  patient's  description  of  her  method  of  inhalation.- — -"I  cannot 
say  I  ascend  to  my  room  by  marble  steps,  but  I  manage  to  get  up  to 
it  very  well.  The  floor  of  my  room  has  a  carpet,  (a  negro  blanket,) 
hung  around  with  tapestry,  (coffee  bags,)  sitting  and  kneeling  cush- 
ions as  many  as  it  will  hold.  The  dresses  I  wear  were  invented  and 
made  as  occasion  requires.  I  wear  on  my  head  a  veil  which  falls  in 
many  folds  around  me — is  now  inflated  and  spread  out  in  its  fullest 
extent — now  contracted  and  drawn  in."  "I  will  tell  you  how  I  wear 
it,  and  how  it  is  made.  Its  form  is  circular  and  closed  at  the  sides — 
is  quite  full,  being  four  feet  in  width.  I  put  it  over  my  head  entirely, 
so  as  to  protect  me  from  the  dripping  of  the  roof.  I  leave  a  little 
opening  just  large  enough  to  take  a  peep  through  when  I  wish  to.  I 
can  let  it  drop  to  the  very  kettle's  brim,  and  receive  from  under  it  a 
column  of  vapor  just  as  hot  and  strong  as  I  can  possibly  bear.  The 
degree  of  heat  depends  greatly  upon  the  way  the  wind  blows  and 
fills  my  sails.  I  learn  something  new  every  hour  I  sit  or  stand  in  my 
little  prison  house.  The  top  of  the  board  which  protects  me  from 
the  hot  juice  is  about  three  feet  high.  I  get  on  my  feet  and  bend  over 
the  kettle.  Behind  me  is  the  box  containing  the  sugar  juice  thrown 
out  of  the  battery."  [She  means  the  strike-box,  where  the  hot  syrup 
from  the  last  kettle  is  thrown  to  crystalize  into  sugar.]  "  I  get  the 
benefit  of  this  also.  The  two  meetings  of  the  vapor  are  most  in- 
tensely penetrating  I  wonder  how  I  bear  it.  I  find  the  more  per- 
spiration passes  off,  the  more  heat  I  can  bear.  I  have  every  variety 
in  my  sweats — the  moistening  dew,  the  gentle  shower,  the  heavy 
rain,  and  the  stormy,  perhaps  the  destroying  deluge.  Certain  I  am 
there  will  he  no  medium  to  my  case.  It  will  be  either  kill  or  cure  with  me, 
and  I  mean  it  shall  be."  [The  spirit  of  Andrew  Jackson  must  surely 
still  hover  about  the  scene  of  his  glory,  and  moves  the  Maid  of  the 
Mist,  as  the  patient  is  called  ;  for  she  utters  the  same  sentiment  that 
he  uttered  on  the  eve  of  the  great  battle,  and  almost  in  the  same 
words.  A  great  battle  is  going  on  between  the  all-conquering,  full- 
grown,  hemorrhagic,  tubercular  phthisis  gnawing  at  the  lungs  of  the 
Philadelphia  lady,  and  the  saccharine  cloud,  charged  with  the  ele- 
ments of  nutrition  to  warm-blooded  animals,  and  destruction  to  the 
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cold-blooded  and  the  horrible  beings  of  the  microscopic  world,  which 
in  all  its  concentrated  powers  she  has  invoked  to  her  rescue.  All 
manner  of  poisonous,  unhealthy  and  irrespirable  vapors  and  noxious 
substances,  in  every  form,  have  been  directed  against  phthisis  tubercu- 
losa, but  the  disease  being  of  a  deadly,  poisonous,  irrespirable  nature 
itself,  it  has  nourished  under  them  so  greatly,  that  the  more  learning 
the  less  faith  physicians  have  in  any  measure  whatever  to  arrest  its 
fatal  progress.]  "  Sometimes  I  get  so  weak  I  can  hardly  get  to  my 
bed — not  faint,  exactly,  but  so  like  sinking  down.  There  for  an  hour 
or  more  sometimes  do  I  lie,  seeing  before  me  all  the  boiling  kettles, 
and  feeling  as  though  I  should  burn  up  alive.  I  do  not  lose  my  con- 
sciousness: still  I  feel  as  if  enveloped  in  mist  that  burns  instead  of 
melting,  and  everything  is  dark  and  cloudy.  Yet  after  this  has  passed 
away,  I  am  well  and  strong  as  before.  By  means  of  my  veil  I  am 
able  to  let  the  vapor  reach  the  whole  surface  of  my  chest,  under  my 
arms,  and  my  arms  themselves  their  whole  length.  My  pains  have 
greatly  lessened,  but  still  continue — less  between  my  shoulders  now, 
but  higher  up  than  they  used  to  be.  I  think  the  left  lobe  of  my  lungs 
has  healed.  I  have  but  little  pain  in  that  side  now.  My  most  pain 
is  around  and  just  below  the  right  collar  bone,  and  close  to  my  should- 
er." *  *  "  Tou  ask  if  time  hangs  heavy  ?  I  answer,  Xo.  When 
the  sparkling  sirop  is  full  of  bubbles,  and  the  scum  in  each  kettle  is 
all  passed  off,  then  the  loud  laugh  begins  and  the  ludicrous  song,  and 
the  cry  is  given  to  fire  up — the  skimmers  are  laid  by,  and  all  hands 
heave  the  bucket  together.  Think  you  that  the  Maid  of  the  Mist, 
peeping  out  from  the  clouds  around  her  to  gaze  on  the  sublimity  of 
the  terrestrial  scenes  below,  and  then  retreating  as  the  thick  rising 
waves  enfold  her  in  their  sweet  embrace,  feels  time  hang  heavy  ?  I 
have  to  work  hard  and  fast  to  keep  the  perspiration  well  wiped  off." 
*  *  "  The  vapor  smoke  does  not  smut,  but  makes  my  face  and  skin 
shine  like  a  mirror." 

The  mode  of  drinking  the  hot  cane-juice. — "I  have  my  own  way  of 
drinking  the  cane-juice,  and  I  practice  with  this  as  with  the  vapor.  I 
take  it  from  the  flambeau" — [the  kettle  next  to  the  battery,  there  be- 
ing no  prop  in  that  sugar-house.]  "  I  sour  it  with  lemon  juice — use 
two  or  three  a  day.  I  drink  from  a  teacupful  to  a  pint  in  ten  or 
twelve  hours,  and  take  it  before  retiring  to  rest." 

Her  diet. — "I  use  what  I  like  best — live  principally  on  sweet  pota- 
toes, for  which  I  have  a  most  unromantic  craving — eggs,  milk,  rice, 
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oysters,  wild  duck  and  fish  ;  but  1117  great  stand-by  is  the  potato, 
which  I  never  take  a  meal  without,  besides  keeping  a  sort  of  general 
munch  at  them  all  day  long.  1  am  living  utterly  regardless  of  system; 
nobody  meddles  with  me.  All  do  pretty  much  as  I  do— follow  their 
own  wills.  So  (to  use  a  favorite  expression  of  the  darkies,)  I  have  a 
first-rate  time  in  getting  along." 

What  Uncle  Harry,  the  black  sugar-maker,  says. — "The  black 
sugar-maker  says  he  sees  the  blood-grains  coming  in  my  face  every  day, 
and  that  it  does  him  good.  Please  admire  this  expression  or  term, 
blood-grains.  It  is  expressive,  technical,  full  of  meaning.  You  know 
they  test  the  syrup,  to  see  when  it  comes  to  the  sugar  point,  by  dip 
ping  in  a  ladle.  When  grains  appear  on  this — granulous  drops,  I  sup- 
pose I  should  say — the  moment  has  come  for  taking  out  the  juice. 
Now  what  could  be  better  than  his  idea  of  blood-grains?  The  rosy 
tinge  of  the  novelist  and  poet  is  nothing  to  it — that  phrase  is  surfeit- 
ing— 'tis  original.  Once  I  was  foolish  enough  to  correct  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  blacks — to  change  their  fotch  and  brung  into  bring  and 
brought;  I  have  a  purer  taste  now,  and  like  to  see  everything  in  keep- 
ing. I  have  every  help  in  the  way  of  kindness  from  all  around.  The 
white  sugar-maker  is  very  sweet  in  his  way ;  but  the  black  is  chival- 
rously devoted — seems  to  connect  my  recovery  with  the  reputation  of 
the  plantation — says  he  shall  be  ashamed  if  I  do  not  get  well.  I  gain 
flesh,  aud  my  arms  are  more  solid."  *  *  *  "That  stricture  in 
my  breast  is  all  gone.  I  can  throw  my  arms  back  now  where  they 
belong  and  used  to  stay  before  my  illness.  They  have  life  now ;  they 
hung  like  aching  weights  before." 

What  Aunt  Susan,  the  asthmatic  woman,  says. — "  I  took  the 
phthisical  woman  up  to  breathe  the  vapor.  She  dislikes  it  very  much 
— says  it  is  harder  work  than  cutting  corn  in  the  field."  [In  asthma 
the  lung  is  already  too  thin  and  expanded;  in  consumption  the  lung 
substance  is  more  or  less  condensed.  Hence  the  vapor,  so  useful  in 
expanding  the  compressed  tissues  and  enabling  the  air  to  permeate 
and  expand  the  contracted  parenchyma  in  consumption,  causes  a  sensa- 
tion of  great  fatigue  iu  asthma.] 

A  little  girl  cured  of  a  croupy  cough. — "  I  cured  a  little  black  girl 
I  have  in  my  room  to  keep  the  ghosts  off  at  nights,  of  a  croupy  cough, 
by  making  her  inhale  the  vapor.  Cured  her  in  half  a  day,  cough 
and  all." 

The  sugar-house  vapor  causes  the  expulsion  of  the  tubercles  from  the 
35 
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hmgs,  transformed  into  crystals  of  cholesterine,  perhaps.— "  La  voila! 
The  awful,  awful  hot  vapor  I  described  to  you  has  dislodged  and 
brought  up  from  unknown  depths  little  riee-like  and  other  very  hard, 
irregular-shaped  particles,  that  from  their  antique  appearance  look 
as  though  they  might  have  taken  root  in  my  lungs  as  far  back  as  the 
cradle.  They  are  probably  what  remained  when  I  had  not  strength 
to  raise  all  that  ought  to  have  come  up.  I  can  only  state  facts,  and 
tell  what  I  think  is  the  cause  of  them." 

Her  opinion  of  Physicians.—"  I  had  the  best.  They  gave  me  due 
warning  of  the  state  of  my  lungs  before  they  set  up  their  flaming-red 
banner."  [She  alludes  to  haemoptysis.]  "  I  have  spent  a  good  por- 
tion of  my  life  with  those  of  your  profession,  and  have  friends  and  re- 
lations who  are  doctors,  and  my  whole  existence,  in  short,  has  been 
so  connected  with  them,  that  somehow  I  have  got  to  think  that  I  am 
half  a  doctor  myself.  Then  they  understand  a  body  so  well,  too,  and 
have  such  liberal  views  of  men  and  things;  they  are  the  easiest  peo- 
ple in  the  world  to  get  along  with,  though  they  are  apt  to  disagree 
among  themselves."  *  *  "  They  told  me  that,  besides  the  revela- 
tions of  auscultation,  there  was  evidence  enough  that  my  lungs  were 
deeply  implicated."  *  *  Do  you  know  Dr.  Hunt,  editor  of  the 
Buffalo  Medical  Journal?  Though  not  my  doctor,  he  stethoscoped 
my  lungs."  [Dr.  Hunt  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  polite  and 
good-natured  of  those  who  hastily  confounded  my  advocacy  of  a  great 
truth — the  Willardian  theorem,  that  the  chief  motive  power  of  the 
Hood  is  located  in  the  lungs  and  derived  from  respiration — with  the 
Willardian  theory  or  hypothesis,  that  caloric,  generated  in  the  lungs, 
circulates  the  blood — an  hypothesis  built  upon  another  hypothesis 
long  since  exploded,  that  respiration  is  a  veritable  combustion.  The 
progress  of  physiology  has  put  out  the  fire  in  the  lungs  from  which 
Mrs.  Willard  derived  her  calorie  to  circulate  the  blood,  and  while  ut- 
terly demolishing  her  hypothesis,  every  foot  of  its  progress — the  doc- 
trine of  cell  life  and  an  active  circulation  in  embryos  before  the  heart 
is  formed — is  tending  to  demonstrate  the  great  truth  first  announced 
by  her,  the  American  Filia  nata  Jovis,  that  it  is  not  the  heart,  but 
respiration,  or  rather  oxygenation,  from  which  the  chief  motive  power 
that  circulates  the  blood  is  derived.  Much  merriment,  at  my  expense, 
has  been  indulged  in  by  writers  in  the  medical  journals,  and  even  in 
the  National  Intelligencer,  attributing  to  me  the  folly  of  being  an  ad- 
vocate of  Mrs.  Willard's  untenable  hypothesis,  because  my  experiments 
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on  alligators  had  demonstrated  the  truth  of  a  most  important  physio- 
logical principle,  which  she  had  been  the  first  to  announce.  Prof.  The- 
ophilus  Thompson,  of  London,  has,  in  a  recent  work,  not  scrupled  to 
appropriate  Mrs.  Willard's  practice,  founded  on  her  theorem,  to  him- 
self, without  giving  her  credit  for  one  or  the  other.  See  his  work, 
"Clinical  Lectures  on  Pulmouary  Consumption,"  page  216,  where  he 
says,  "1  cannot  but  think  that  some  of  the  evils  incident  to  intense  study 
might  be  obviated  by  occasionally  pausing  to  practise  breathing."  He 
surely  ought  to  know,  what  nearly  every  intelligent  physician  of 
America  knows,  and  what  the  weaker  brethren  have  been  laughing 
at,  that  Mrs.  Willard  has,  for  many  years,  been  putting  in  practice  on 
her  numerous  pupils,  and  recommending  in  her  writings,  the  very  thing 
which  he  suggests.  If  he  knew  it,  he  ought  to  have  given  her  credit 
for  it;  and  if,  in  doing  justice  to  a  woman,  he  brought  on  himself  a 
storm  of  ridicule,  as  has  been  my  lot,  he  ought  to  have  stood  and 
took  it.] 

How  goes  the  battle  between  the  sugar-house  vapor  and  tubercular 
phthisis? — Let  the  Maid  of  the  Mist  proclaim  the  victory.  "  To-day 
I  take  my  last  vapor  inhalation,  and  shall  feel  when  leaving  the  cuddy 
in  the  chimney  as  though  I  were  leaving  my  last,  best,  and  only  friend. 
I  passed  yesterday  in  making  flags  and  banners  for  the  row  [ball]  at 
the  brake  up.  I  am  going  to  try  my  hand  at  fancy  cooking  for  the 
darkies — to  help  get  them  up  a  supper.  I  am  cured!  Yes,  even  I 
the-given-out-to-die.  All  around  tell  me  of  the  great  improvement 
in  my  looks.  I  do  not  hold  much  intercourse  with  a  mirror,  but  I 
have  an  inward  glass  in  my  feelings,  which  gives  quite  as  true  a  re- 
port. I  could  tell  you  of  test-acts,  infinite  in  number,  proving  I  am 
cured.  First,  of  an  accidental  one.  I  got  into  a  boat  to  see  if  I 
could  row  myself.  I  was  making  fine  headway,  when  I  lost  my  bal- 
ance and  fell  splash  into  the  water — had  a  complete  immersion.  A 
black  woman  took  me  out,  and  though  I  had  to  drag  my  wet  gar- 
ments quite  a  distance,  yet  I  did  not  take  a  bit  of  cold.  Lately,  in- 
stead of  going  to  bed  after  inhaling  the  vapor,  as  I  did  a  month  ago, 
I  go  immediately  out  and  exercise  actively  in  the  open  air,  and  feel 
better  by  it." 

The  Ball. — "The  neighbors  were  invited  to  the  ball.  It  rained, 
and  they  had  to  stay  all  night.  I  sat  up  and  paddled  about  all  night, 
from  the  house  to  the  ball-room  (an  open  barn),  and  to  the  kitchen, 
n  the  wet  and  rain.    I  felt  well." 

i 
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A  week  after  the  Ball. — "  Half  the  blacks  on  the  place  have  been 
made  sick  by  the  unlucky  rain  on  the  ball  and  supper  night — have 
sore  throats  and  cough.  I  have  been  indisposed  myself  in  the  same 
way,  but  am  better  than  the  sick  black  ones." 

Two  weeks  after  the  Ball. — "  I  am  remarkably  well — no  pain — no 
cough — no  expectoration — no  sore  throat,  and  have  the  use  of  my 
voice — which  becomes  a  little  hoarse,  however,  after  much  loud  speak- 
ing." 

Last  account,  Sept.  Wth,  1854. — Patient  reports  that  she  continues 
well,  and  resigns  her  place  in  the  sugar-house  to  a  consumptive  friend — 
not  intending  to  return.  She  says,  after  much  loss  of  rest  in  nursing 
the  sick  an  \  from  exposure,  she  expectorated  a  little  yellow  matter,  and 
thinks  it  came  from  a  small  spot  in  her  lungs — retains  her  voice, 
which  only  becomes  a  little  hoarse  after  much  loud  speaking — has  spit 
no  blood,  not  a  drop,  since  last  winter — has  been  free  from  fever,  pain 
or  cough,  and  has  her  strength.  She  concludes  her  letter  by  saying, 
that  "No  inward  medicine,  no  outward  appliances,  have  the  effect  of 
the  vapor  in  removing  pain  and  oppression  from  the  chest." 

Canal  Street,  New  Orleans,  Sept.  28,  1854. 


From  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser. 
HOSPITAL  AND  MEDICAL  INSTITUTIONS  OF  ITALY. 

Florence,  Sept.  14,  1854. 

The  Hospital  and  Medical  Institutions  of  Italy  are  well  endowed 
and  highly  respectable:  much  more  worthy  of  notice,  in  fact,  than  the 
old  palaces  and  galleries  of  a  worn-out  civilization,  which  tourists  so 
love  to  celebrate.  They  embrace  a  large  body  of  learned  professors, 
whose  courageous  labors  in  the  midst  of  the  general  humiliation  serve 
to  keep  respectable  the  name  of  their  country — otherwise  as  barren  in 
character  and  incident  as  it  was  formerly  prolific  in  both.  Yet  it  is 
only  in  seasons  of  general  alarm,  like  the  present,  when  society  is 
threatened  by  malignant  evils  beyond  the  reach  of  all  ordinary  human 
skill,  that  they  attract  anything  like  popular  regard. 

There  are  five  or  six  in  this  city  that  would  do  honor  to  London  or 
Paris.  All  their  appointments  appear  to  have  been  well  made,  and  I 
am  well  assured  that  they  are  fully  provided  with  whatever  modern 
science  and  research  have  wrought  out  for  the  benefit  of  such  institu- 
tions.   They  are,  I  know  from  observation,  remarkable  for  cleanliness 
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and  good  order;  and  are  invariably  provided  with  spacious  and  well- 
planted  gardens  for  ventilation  and  recreation.  They  are  also 
eleemosynary  institutions,  from  whence  aid  of  every  sort  is  distributed, 
and  they  enjoy,  moreover,  much  municipal  care  and  consideration. 

The  Hospital  of  Santa  Maria  Novella,  the  oldest  in  Italy,  and  one 
of  the  best  in  Europe,  was  founded  in  the  13th  century  by  the  father 
of  Dante's  Beatrice,  though  the  dreams  of  the  poet  have  rendered  him 
more  famous  than  his  useful  foundation.  It  occupies  the  buildings  of 
an  old  religious  establishment,  whose  long  corridors  and  lofty  roof 
give  it  an  imposing  aspect.  Its  walls  still  preserve  the  old  scriptural 
frescoes  of  masters  whose  names  have  perished.  You  can  infer  its 
extent  from  the  fact  that  it  contains  a  thousand  beds. 

Among  its  professors  are  physicians  and  surgeons  of  European 
reputation.  For  example,  Bufalini,  the  most  eminent  of  the  medical 
authors  of  Italy,  Zanetti,  Regniol,  and  Banzi,  whose  surgical  researches 
have  made  their  names  illustrious,  and  Pachini,  whose  published  papers 
on  Pathology  have  been  translated  into  all  the  languages  of  the  con- 
tinent. These  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  are  in  more  or  less  extensive 
practice,  lecture  habitually  to  large  classes  of  the  Medical  School, 
the  pupils  of  which  have  the  benefit  of  well-supplied  dissecting  rooms, 
munificent  libraries,  and  all  other  means  of  instruction.  The  lectures 
and  recitations  are  abundant.  The  school  opens  in  December,  and 
usually  continues  its  session  six  months. 

The  salaries  of  the  professors,  like  all  the  rewards  of  useful  labor  in 
these  countries,  are  low  and  inadequate.  They  range  from  $500  to 
$800.  The  pupils,  however,  pay  very  little,  and  the  whole  course  of 
education,  which  includes  five  years  at  the  University,  (in  Pisa,)  and 
three  in  the  Medical  School,  making  eight  years  of  preparation  for  a 
medical  degree,  does  not  cost  over  $300,  which  of  course  does  not 
embrace  the  expense  of  living. 

Zanetti  is  wealthy,  and  renders  much  professional  service  gratui- 
tously. His  character  as  a  man  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that 
he  declined  an  offer  from  the  Grand  Duke  of  the  Order  of  St.  Joseph, 
because  it  had  just  before  been  conferred  upon  the  Austrian  General, 
whose  command  here  is  the  humiliation  of  his  country.  Noble  patriot! 
worthy  of  the  best  days  of  Italy.  In  the  revolution  of  1848  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  efforts  of  his  countrymen  for  freedom,  and  there 
gained  distinction  in  military  surgery. 

It  has  been  aptly  suggested,  that  American  medical  students  who 
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cannot  well  afford  the  expense  of  a  course  in  Paris,  would  lind  much 
benefit  by  availing  themselves  of  the  institutions  of  Florence,  where 
the  cost  of  living  is  next  to  nothing.  Many,  though  certainly  not 
all,  of  the  advantages  which  Paris  affords  may  be  found  here,  where 
a  young  man  of  moderate  habits  can  live  comfortably,  winter  or 
summer,  for  from  $15  to  $20  per  month,  everything  necessary  includ- 
ed. There  are  those  pursuing  the  arts  here,  who  live  for  less  than 
the  lowest  sum. 

In  all  other  departments  of  society  the  human  mind  seems  stationary 
in  a  very  singular  degree.  Art  and  science  languish,  public  spirit  is 
wholly  wanting,  enterprise  is  extinguished.  In  fact,  n  nation  which 
looks  up  for  its  direction  to  a  ruler  must  be  in  bondage.  Its  mind 
is  made  prisoner,  and  led  captive  by  the  training  it  meets  at  the-outset 
of  life,  which  binds  it  to  uniformity,  impresses  it  with  helplessness,  and 
satisfies  it  with  dependence.  Hence  the  dearth  of  large  and  stirring 
views,  of  great  and  f  r-seeing  principles.  And  alas,  no  gospel 
announces  the  glad  tidings  of  resurrection  to  nations  thus  fallen! 

Yours,  &c. 


From  (ft;  .V.  0.  Med.  and  Sur.  Journal. 
DISCOVERY  OF  VIVIPAROUS  FISH  IN  LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans,  Nov.  1,  1854. 
'•  What  have  we  here?  A  fish— a  strange  fish." — The  Tempest. 
In  the  month  of  October,  1854,  through  the  politeness  of  J.  C.  B. 
Harvey,  M.  D.,  of  Tchoupitoulas  Street,  I  received  a  small  osseous  fish, 
caught  in  the  New  Orleans  canal,  which  connects  the  city  with  Lake 
Pontchartrain.  This  fish  had  been  placed  in  a  basket  containing 
crabs,  one  of  which  wounded  it  slightly  in  the  abdomen  near  the 
cloaca,  thereby  exposing  several  fcetal  fish  enveloped  in  a  delicate 
membrane.  The  parent  fish,  which  had  been  rudely  thrust  into  a 
narrow-mouthed  phial  of  spirits,  retains,  after  immersion  for  two  weeks, 
the  original  rigor  mortis,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  foetuses, 
though  they  have  been  soaked  in  water;  some  of  them  have  been 
forcibly  straightened.  On  the  17th  of  October,  in  the  presence  of, 
and  assisted  by  Drs.  J.  Hale  and  M.  M.  Dowler,  I  enlarged  the  wound, 
and  proceeded  to  dissect  a  somewhat  globular  mass  of  foetuses  bounded 
by  the  intestines  before,  and  separated  from  them  by  an  indescribably 
thin,  diaphanous  membrane;  this  mass  was  further  bounded  above  by 
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the  spine  and  ribs,  below  and  behind  by  the  posterior  inferior  abdomi- 
nal walls,  bulging  backward  of  the  anal  orifice  and  fin.  The  exterior 
envelope  of  this  oblong  globe  consisted  of  a  very  thin,  pelucid, 
extremely  delicate  and  apparently  laminated  and  flocculent  membrane, 
like  the  amnion  of  the  human  embryo  in  the  early  state;  it  did  not 
form  a  simple  sack,  but  consisted  of  many  duplications  like  the 
arachnoidal  reflections  among  the  sinuosities  and  convolutions  of  the 
human  brain,  sending  ite  prolongations  as  the  hyaloid  membrane  does, 
through  the  vitreous  mass  of  the  eye. 

This  uterine  membrane  (ovisac  it  may  not  be  termed)  contained 
twenty-two  fishes.  It  is  probable  that  the  inner  surface  of  the  uterine 
membrane  sent  forth  a  still  more  delicate  membrane,  which  enveloped 
each  fish  after  the  manner  that  the  peritoneum  envelops  the  abdominal 
viscera;  but  the  parent  fish,  and  still  more  its  enclosed  organs,  were 
too  minute  to  admit  of  full  demonstration  during  a  necessarily  hurried 
examination;  moreover,  the  wish  not  to  mutilate  the  parent  fish  very 
much  prevented  a  fuller  dissection  of  the  fcetal  mass  in  situ. 

Each  fcetal  fish  was  doubled  laterally,  sometimes  to  the  right,  some- 
times to  the  left,  into  the  globular  form,  the  caudal  fin  which  is 
inclined  to  the  lancet  shape,  though  blunter,  overlapped  one  eye  aud 
one  side  of  the  mouth;  each  fish  in  situ,  and  even  after  forcible 
extraction  from  its  bed,  was  infolded  in  a  sack ;  some  were  drawn  out 
united  by  pedicles  to  a  common  stem,  somewhat  like  an  umbilical  cord. 

These  fcetal  fishes  presented  a  perfect  example  of  close  packing.  A 
perceptible  force  was  required  to  dislodge  them  from  their  beds.  The 
concavity  left  by  their  extraction  appeared  to  be  lined  with  a  smooth, 
black,  peritoneal  membrane. 

The  intestines,  which  were  very  minute,  were  crowded  forward  by  the 
rounded  mass  of  foetuses  which  occupied  the  greater  portion  of  the 
abdominal  cavity.    No  ova  were  discovered. 

The  maternal  fish  not  being  much  mutilated,  is  reserved  for  a  more 
detailed  technical  description,  which  my  leisure  and  the  limits  of  this 
Journal  will  not  admit  of  at  present. 

Without  attempting  fully  to  describe  even  the  dermal  skeleton,  I 
may  observe  that  this  tiny  fish  is  a  most  symmetrical  one.  Its  minute- 
ness may  lie  imagined  when  I  state  that,  after  the  removal  of  the  in- 
closed foetuses,  it  weighed  only  seven  grains,  though  not  disembowelled. 
Thorough  desiccation  would  probably  reduce  its  weight  about  half  or 
more.    The  fish  exposed  for  two  hours  in  the  shade,  on  a  damp  day, 
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was  but  slightly  desiccated.  It  was  weighed  by  Mr.  Macpherson, 
apothecary,  in  my  presence;  but  fearing  a  mistake,  I  had  it  weighed  a 
second  time,  with  the  same  result.  If  each  foetus  should  weigh  but  one 
grain,  the  aggregate  would  be  more  than  three  times  greater  than  that 
of  the  mother! 

Measurements  in  inches:  Length,  including  the  caudal  fin,  2  inches; 
greatest  circumference  If;  width  vertically  |;  length  of  thoracic  fin  \  ; 
the  caudal  fin  does  not  expand  from  its  base  or  proximal  end,  but  ter- 
minates ovally,  its  length  i;  the  anal  but  little  expanded  J;  the  ventral 
is  too  minute  for  convenient  measurement,  being  almost  invisible 
without  a  lens;  the  dorsal,  which  is  single,  has  but  a  slight  vertical 
width,  arising  from  a  base  \  of  an  inch,  nearly  opposite,  though  a  little 
forward  of  the  anal. 

The  teeth  are  advanced,  nearly  ranging  with  the  lips,  being  very 
numerous,  close  and  small,  though  scarcely  discernible  without  a  mag- 
nifying glass.  Lips  thin,  the  under  one  slightly  projecting;  angles  of 
the  mouth  not  depressed;  eyes  medium  size;  head  flattened  at  the 
frontal  bone;  operculum  much  expanded.  The  branchia?  largely 
developed  in  three  great  arches,  densely  fringed  with  thick  tufts,  the 
outer  and  inner  rows  inclining  to  the  central,  having  also  one,  perhaps 
more  rows  behind,  which  are  shorter. 

The  predominant  hue  of  this  fish  is  a  tawny  or  fawn  color;  the 
opercula  silvery;  head  metallic  gray;  muzzle  blackish,  slightly  pro- 
jecting. 

There  are  six  rows  of  rather  quadrangular  black  spots,  more  partic- 
ularly marked  in  the  posterior  half  of  the  body,  averaging  twenty-five 
spots  for  each  row.  These  black  spots  resting  on  a  tawny  grouud, 
leaving  intervals  something  larger  than  themselves,  give  a  picturesque 
appearance,  forming  stripes  of  alternating  hues,  the  three  upper  of 
which  slightly  curve  corresponding  to  the  arching  back;  but  each 
becomes  straighter,  the  fourth  and  fifth  being  nearly  straight;  the 
sixth  or  lower  row  follows  the  abdominal  curve,  and  disappears  at  the 
anal  fin;  the  other  five  rows  gradually  converge  without  coalescing  at 
the  origin  of  the  caudal  fin.  At  the  origin  of  this  fin  the  spots  are 
displaced  out  of  line.  By  this  arrangement  the  six  rows  of  alternating 
black  and  tawny  leave  in  the  longitudinal  direction  six  other  continu- 
ous tawny  stripes,  all  of  which,  except  the  two  interrupted  ones  lost 
at  the  anal  fin,  converge  without  mingling  in  the  tail,  all  being  about 
equal  in  length.    The  colors  fade  somewhat  into  a  grayish  yellow 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


553 


around  the  thoracic  fins,  which  are  nearly  central  between  the  dorsum 
and  abdomen,  being  on  a  level  with  the  eyes,  and  abont  one  line  from 
the  opercula. 

There  are  six  or  seven  rows  of  scales.  The  spinous  rays  of  the  fins 
are  about  twenty-five  caudal,  twelve  anal,  fifteen  dorsal,  ten  thoracic. 

These  foetuses  are  half  an  inch  long,  all  alike,  exactly  resembling 
the  maternal  form  and  proportion,  with  the  following  slight  excep- 
tions, namely:  their  bodies  are  more  slender  and  compressed  laterally ; 
their  heads  are  comparatively  larger,  and  their  eyes  more  prominent; 
their  colors  are  less  variegated,  and  paler;  a  still  greater  difference 
appears  about  the  middle  of  the  abdomen,  where  there  is  attached  to 
each  foetus  a  whitish,  faintly  yellowish,  placental-hke,  irregularly 
formed  mass  of  considerable  size,  having  a  broad  base,  being  appa- 
rently implanted  in  or  blended  with  the  abdominal  integument,  pos- 
sessing considerable  strength,  and  constituting  what  may  be  termed 
the  umbilical  prominence;  perhaps  it  may  turn  out  upon  further 
examination  that  this  mass  may  be  not  placental,  but  an  adherent 
mesenteric  mass  of  convoluted  membrane. 

These  fcetal  fishes  were  probably  sufficiently  developed  at  the  time 
of  the  parent's  death  to  live  independent  of  the  mother. 

It  appears  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences  of  Philadelphia,  for  1854,  that  Dr.  Gibbons,  of  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences  of  San  Francisco,  "  claims  priority  of  description 
of  viviparous  fish,"  in  behalf  of  the  gold-shimmering  waters  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  consequently  that  State  takes  precedence  over  Louisiana. 
Agassiz,  whose  sounding  (fishing)  line  has  passed  the  living  waters 
to  the  most  ancient  palaeozoic  rocks,  says,  in  regard  to  the  California 
viviparous  fishes,  that  "  a  country  which  furnishes  such  novelties  in 
our  days,  bids  fair  to  enrich  science  with  many  other  unexpected  facts." 

B.  Dowler,  M.  P. 


FEMALE  DOCTORS. 

All  of  us  remember  how  profoundly,  a  few  years  ago,  the  female 
mind  in  this  country  was  agitated  by  the  Bloomer  crusade.  The  cry 
went  forth  from  the  women  of  America  to  the  women  of  England,  call- 
ing upon  them,  as  they  valued  their  freedom — or,  rather,  their  supre- 
macy— to  rebel  against  the  yoke  which  they  supposed  to  be  typified 
in  their  petticoats;  to  revolutionize  the  time-honored  but  despotic 
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millinery  regulations:  and  to  put  on,  as  the  .symbol  of  their  indepen- 
dence and  of  their  equality  with  tyrant  man,  that  garment  of  the 
nether  limbs  which  it  is  considered  indelicate  to  describe  by  name,  but 
which  hitherto  had  been  wrongfully  and  despotically  appropriated  to 
the  male  sex.  The  philosophical  and  skilful  Amazon,  Mrs.  Colonel 
Bloomer,  who  had  assumed  the  conduct  of  this  great  campaign  on 
behalf  of  the  rights  of  women,  had  accurately  fathomed  the  influence 
of  dress  upon  the  mind.  The  ingenious  author  of  "  Sartor  Resartus" 
himself  did  not  more  fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  external  decora- 
tions as  instruments  for  subjugating  the  intellect  of  mankind,  than  did 
the  gallant  Coloneless  when  she  boldly  unfurled  before  her  down-trod- 
den sisters,  as  the  standard  of  revolt,  that  unmentionable  garment 
which  insolent  men  had  oftentimes  in  ribald  metaphor  taunted  them 
with  surreptitiously  wearing. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  trace  the  succession  of  events  by  which  the 
failure  of  the  Bloomer  costume  was  brought  about.  We  still  avow 
ourselves  of  the  school  of  Thomas  Carlyle.    We  still  believe  in  the 

efficacy  of  dress  as  an  agent  in  moral  government.    If  the  ■  (our 

readers  must  apply  the  word  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  mention)  are 
still  worn  only  by  a  few  of  the  more  daring  and  determined  of  their 
sex,  we  can  only  conclude  that  the  petticoat  which  Mrs.  Bloomer 
would  discard  and  repudiate  as  unfitted  to  be  the  emblem  of  govern- 
ment, is,  in  reality,  the  garment  that  is  the  most  in  harmony  with  the 
mental  qualities  that  Nature  has  implanted  in  the  female  sex.  But 
contemporaneously  with  this  bold  assumption  of  masculine  attire,  there 
was  at  work,  in  the  more  advanced  and  disenthralled  departments  of 
the  United  States,  a  spirit  of  ambition  more  practical  in  its  nature, 
that  aimed  at  grasping  not  only  the  outward  garments  of  man,  but 
also  usurping"  functions  which  the  tyranny  of  custom  had  assigned  to 
him.  Female  Colleges  of  all  kinds  were  instituted.  The  inherent 
right  of  women  to  academical  distinctions — to  enter  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  the  learned  professions — -was  loudly  proclaimed.  Medicine, 
ever  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  charlatanry,  was  the  first 
profession  to  tempt  the  zeal  and  the  ambition  of  the  New  Amazons. 
It  had  long  been  a  subject  of  reproach  that  Medicine  M'as  degraded 
by  the  ignorant  pretentions  of  "old  women"  of  both  sexes;  why 
should  it  not  be  regenerated  and  honored  by  young  women  of  power- 
ful and  instructed  minds?  Accordingly  we  have  witnessed  the  revival 
of  lady-professors  of  anatomy,  physiology,  medicine,  surgery  and  mid- 
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wifery;  we  have  seen  these  lady-professors  conferring  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine — we  believe  they  pretermit  the  lower  grade  of 
Bachelor — upon  the  young  ladies  who  have  completed  their  studies; 
and,  lastly,  we  have  seen  these  lady-dubs,  under  their  proper  professional 
and  academical  appellations,  driving  about  the  enlightened  towns  of 
America  in  befitting  broughams,  expounding  medical  mysteries,  giving 
advice,  and  taking  fees!  One  of  these  lady-doctors,  more  ambitious 
than  her  professional  sisters,  not  satisfied  with  the  state  of  science  in 
America,  had  laudably  resolved  upon  improving  her  learning  and  her 
skill,  by  visiting  the  European  Schools  of  Medicine. 

A  Miss  Doctor  Blackwell,  a  graduate  of  Cleveland  College,  Ohio, 
having  completed  a  course  of  clinical  study  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  at  Edinburgh,  has  applied  to  the  Managers  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary  for  permission  to  prosecute  her  studies  in  the  female  wards 
of  that  institution.  It  is  supposed  that  her  intention  is  ultimately  to 
eclipse  the  home-bred  lady-graduates  of  America,  by  returning  to  New 
York  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  and  the  Fellowship  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
London.  That  a  purpose  so  praiseworthy  should  be  opposed  by  the 
refusal  of  the  Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  to  accede  to  the  request 
of  Miss  Doctor  Blackwell,  we  cannot  but  regret.  In  order  that  Miss 
Doctor  Blackwell  may  not  return  to  America,  there  to  propagate  the 
injurious  reproach  against  our  national  character,  that  we  know  not 
how  to  encourage  females  in  the  pursuit  of  medical  knowledge  and  col- 
legiate honors,  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  iuform  her  and  her  sister 
graduates,  that  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  is  animated 
by  a  more  enlightened  and  transatlantic  liberality ;  and  that  the  new 
order  of  Licentiates  in  Midwifery  is  open,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  to 
"  persons"  of  both  sexes. — London  Lancet. 


A  FIREMAN  AND  A  PHYSICIAN. 

The  following  communication  comes  to  us  from  a  responsible  quarter, 
having  a  responsible  name,  and  with  a  request  to  publish,  which  we 
cannot  disregard. 

We  are  aware  that  physicians  are  often  severely  taxed — but  in  a 
case  like  this,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  facts  arc  stated  correctly, 
there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  of  the  duty  of  the  physician: 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  N.  Y.  Express  : 

New  York,  Oct.  20th. 

Messrs.  Editors:— I  desire  to  call  your  attention,  and  also  that  of 
the  public  generally,  and  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department  in  partic- 
ular, to  an  incident  that  occurred  this  morning.  I  desire  to  have 
attention  called  to  it,  that  all  may  know  how  some  members  of  that 
profession  whose  business  it  is  to  alleviate  suffering,  and  care  for  the 
sick  and  dying,  make  humanity  subservient  to  dollars  and  cents,  and 
demand  that  their  patients  shall  be  those  favored  to  fortune,  whose 
purse  strings  will  unloose  liberally  in  return  for  services  rendered. 
After  hearing  the  particulars,  I  leave  every  reader  to  judge  what 
their  feelings  would  have  been  in  a  similar  case,  and  what  language 
they  would  employ  when  speaking,  as  I  am  doing,  of  the  occurrence. 

This  morning  at  5  o'clock  the  bells  rang  a  first  district  alarm.  En- 
gine No.  7  was  rolled  by  its  members,  and  while  going  up  the  Third 
Avenue  one  of  the  members  named  Robert  Hunt,  a  generous-hearted, 
devoted  fireman,  missed  his  footing  and  fell.  The  engine  went  over 
him,  and  the  king-bolt  on  the  front  carriage  struck  him  on  the  left 
temple,  fracturing  his  skull,  and  giving  us  no  hope  that  he  would  sur- 
vive many  minutes.  Myself  and  associate  carried  him  into  the  drug 
store  corner  of  Twenty-seventh  Street,  and  I  immediately  went 
and  brought  Dr.  Warner,  of  Lexington  Avenue,  to  his  side.  The 
doctor  ordered  him  home  immediately,  going  also  himself,  and  sent 
me  for  Dr.  William  H.  Van  Buren,  of  the  corner  of  Twenty-second 
Street  and  Fourth  Avenue.  He  told  me  to  tell  Dr.  Van  Buren  to 
bring  his  surgical  instruments  with  him,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to 
remove  portions  of  the  bone  from  his  skull.  I  did  as  directed,  and  was 
shown  up  to  the  sleeping-room  of  the  doctor. 

After  telling  my  errand,  I  was  asked  who  the  young  man  was  and 
how  he  had  got  hurt.  This  I  also  stated.  The  tender-hearted  doctor 
(all  this  time  in  bed,  reader)  then  asked  what  his  circumstances  were, 
what  business  he  followed,  where  he  lived,  what  sort  of  a  house  it  was, 
and  what  kind  of  a  neighborhood  the  house  was  in.  I  told  him  that 
the  young  man  was  in  middling  circumstances,  the  only  support  of  a 
widowed  mother,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  lived  in  Twenty-fifth 
Street,  near  Second  Avenue,  in  a  tenant-house,  of  which  he  hired  one 
floor,  and  that  the  neighborhood  was  very  respectable.  He  then 
refused  to  go,  saying  that  I  had  better  make  application  and  get  him 
in  the  hospital;  as  for  himself  (he  said)  he  had  seen  enough  of  such 
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cases.  I  told  him  that  the  young  man's  mother  would  not  let  him  go 
to  the  hospital,  and  that  I  would  be  security  for  any  and  every  expense, 
at  the  same  time  giving  him  my  name  and  residence.  Still  refusing 
to  leave  his  bed,  I  bade  him  good  morning  and  left. 

I  need  not  say,  Messrs.,  what  my  feelings  were  at  thus  standing  to 
talk  of  dollars  and  cents  while  my  unfortunate  companion  lay  wreath- 
ing in  agony,  and  in  almost  the  pangs  of  dissolution.  Hard  indeed 
would  any  heart  have  been,  under  the  same  circumstances,  that  would 
not  have  felt  humiliated — nay,  angered — at  such  conduct  ou  the  part  of 
one  whose  position  and  profession  should  have  made  him  all  alive  to  the 
calls  of  sorrow. 

Deeming  that  such  cases  should  be  known  to  the  world,  I  have  ven- 
tured thus  to  intrude  upon  your  space.  My  brother  firemen  I  know 
will  be  able  to  appreciate  my  feelings  under  the  circumstances,  as  they 
know  not  how  soon  they  may  be  forced  to  go  upon  the  same  errand 
as  that  which  I  was  on  this  morning,  for  some  of  their  associates. 
Trusting  that  my  experience  may  not  be  theirs, 

I  remain  yours,  respectfully, 

EDMUND  STEPHENSON, 

Engine  Co.  No.  7. 
Residence,  338  Third  Avenue.    Place  of  business,  Bull's  Head  Bank. 

(Mr.  Hunt  is  at  his  own  residence,  and  in  so  critical  a  condition 
that  Dr.  Warner  despairs  of  his  life.  He  is  a  blacksmith,  in  the 
employ  of  the  4th  Avenue  Stage  line,  Broadway;  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  a  highly  respectable  young  man.) 


HOMOEOPATHY  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Our  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  following  extract  of  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  in  New  York  to  the  Brattleboro'  (Vt.)  Eagle. 
We  know  nothing  of  the  facts  stated  ;  but  the  general  remarks  of 
the  writer  are  deserving  of  notice  by  the  community  as  well  as  the 
profession. 

"In  the  'Eagle'  of  last  week,  or  of  the  week  previous,  I  observed 
some  allusion  to  the  illness  of  the  late  Bp.  Wainwright,  its  cause  and  its 
progress.  It  commenced  as  dysentery,  and  from  this  he  6ank  into  a 
typhoid  remittent  fever,  which  terminated  in  his  death.  But  it  is  now 
generally  admitted  and  believed  that  Dr.  W.  died  a  victim  to  Homao- 
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palhy,  or  as  an  equivalent  expression  in  a  negative  form,  he  died  for  want 
of  treatment.  For  two  years  before  his  death,  Dr.  Wainwright  allowed 
himself  to  be  deluded  into  a  belief  in  this  form  of  quackery,  and  by  his 
influence  and  example  in  his  diocese,  has  done  very  great  injury  to  the 
regular  practice  *nd  to  the  science  of  medicine.  Still,  it  has  proved  a 
harmless  delusion  during  his  years  of  health,  at  least  so  far  as  he  was 
personally  concerned ;  but  as  his  sickness  advanced,  unchecked,  through 
days  and  weeks  of  suffering,  in  spite  of  what  was  termed  treatment,  the 
Bishop  and  his  family  both  became  aware  of  the  utter  folly  of  such 
tampering.  Nevertheless,  eleven  days  more  were  allowed  to  elapse  be- 
fore the  man  was  dismissed  and  two  regularly-bred  physicians  of  talent 
and  high  repute  were  summoned  to  the  bedside.  A  brief  examination 
was  sufficient  to  show  them  that  it  was  now  too  late.  That  period  of 
delay,  of  trifling,  which  has  not  even  the  excuses  that  neglect  might 
offer,  had  been  fatal,  and  further  effort  would  probably  be  hopeless. 
The  next  day  death  closed  the  scene.  But  Homoeopathy  had  mean- 
time stepped  gracefully  aside,  giving  up  all  charge  aud  waiving  all 
responsibility  in  the  case,  so  that  in  the  report  of  the  result  with  the 
details,  quackery  is  made  not  to  appear  at  all. 

"Thus  having  trifled  away  a  valuable  life,  in  fact  having  killed  the 
patient,  the  Homoeopath  suddenly  retires,  and  gives  way  to  anyone  who 
will  take  the  case  for  humanity's  sake,  and  on  his  shoulders  (being  the 
last  in  charge)  is  sure  to  rest  the  responsibility.  Now,  suppose  the 
result  to  be  different;  suppose  the  patient  lives  in  spite  of  rhododendron 
and  pulsatilla,  the  demonstrations  of  Homoeopathy  are  then  not  feeble 
nor  modest.  Its  light  is  no  longer  hid  under  a  bushel,  its  brazen  fea- 
tures are  no  longer  out  of  sight  or  reach. 

"This  seems  to  be  the  rule  of  homoeopathic  practice,  to  hang  on  to  a 
case  so  long  as  the  result  seems  favorable,  but  to  stand  ready  at  the 
turn  of  the  tide  to  step  quietly  aside  and  shirk  everything,  at  the  de- 
nouement being  just  nowhere! 

"How  long  will  quackery  rule  in  high  places  ?  But  Homoeopathy 
has  seen  its  best  days  in  New  York,  and  though  iniquity  still  abounds, 
'the  love  of  many  is  waxing  cold.' 

"Pretension,  immorality,  and  coarseness  stamp  the  majority  of  the 
practitioners  of  this  system,  and  society  will  soon  cut  loose  from  such 
medical  advisers. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 
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(Editor's  Sable. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

jpSt-  This  Journal  will  bo  delivered  free  of  postage  to  the  Students  at  the  sev- 
eral Medical  Colleges,  during  the  session  of  Lectures,  viz.,  from  October,  1854,  to 
March,  1855,  on  the  payment  of  one  dollar  in  advance,  which  may  be  remitted  by 
mail,  or  otherwise. 

NEW  VOLUME -CHANGE  OF  TITLE. 

The  fifth  volume  of  this  Journal  closes  with  the  present  number,  for  Decem- 
ber, 1854. 

Two  Dollars  will  now  be  due  in  advance  for  Volume  VI.  from  every  sub- 
scriber at  home  and  abroad,  which  should  be  remitted  before  the  1st  of  January. 
Delinquent  subscribers  should  send  four  dollars,  which  will  include  payment  for 
the  year  1855,  otherwise  their  papers  must  be  stopped.  All  remittances  by  mail 
are  at  our  risk,  if  directed  to  the  editor,  852  Broadway. 

Take  XJotiCC — The  title  of  this  Journal  will  be  changed,  commenc- 
ing with  the  January  number,  1855,  being  the  commencement  of  our  sixth  vol- 
ume, to  the  "  AMERICAN  Miedical  Gazette  and  Journal  of 

Health,"  a-i-  instead  of  being  a  local  paper,  it  has  become  a  National  one, 
by  its  widely  extended  patronage — circulating,  as  it  does,  among  medical  men 
all  over  the  country,  from  Canada,  to  California,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean. 

Very  great  improvements  are  in  contemplation  for  the  future,  in  the  contents 
and  style  of  the  publication,  the  nature  and  extent  of  which  will  be  announced 
in  January;  but  there  will  be  no  increase  in  price,  and  will  continue  to  appear 
punctually  on  the  first  day  of  every  month. 

The  character  and  scope  of  the  American  Medical  Gazette  and  Journal  oj 
Health  will  be  unchanged.  Independence  of  any  and  every  school,  college,  hos- 
pital, clique,  or  party  in  the  profession,  will  distinguish  it  as  heretofore.  Oppo- 
sition to  every  monopoly,  and  especially  to  all  false  pretense,  will  still  be 
exhibited  without  fear,  favor  or  partiality.  Quackery,  in  its  every  phase,  will  be 
exposed  and  rebuked,  and  the  more  boldly  when  exemplified  in  public  institutions, 
close  corporations,  colleges,  hospitals,  or  clinicpaes,  or  when  sheltered  under  thc^ 
mask  of  prostituted  and  forfeited  diplomas.  In  short,  the  interests,  reputation,  and 
rights  of  the  profession  proper,  in  contradistinction  to  the  ignorant  and  unprinci- 
pled pretenders  to  superior  or  exclusive  knowledge  in  any  department,  will  be 
vindicated  and  defended,  with  the  zeal  and  fidelity  which  becomes  a  free  and 
independent  press,  which  claims  to  belong  to  the  entire  profession  as  their  com- 
mon property. 

Medical  education  will  be  vigilantly  scrutinized,  and  the  claims,  merits,  and 
character  of  the  professors  and  teachers,  in  all  our  Universities,  Colleges,  and 
Schools,  will  be  canvassed  and  criticised,  as  public  and  professional  interest  may 
demand.    Especially  will  the  clinical  teaching  at  the  several  schools  and  hospit- 
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als  be  subjected  to  animadversion,  when  the  claims  of  either  science  or  humanity 
are  sacrificed  to  the  passion  for  notoriety  or  for  the  love  of  pelf. 

Finally,  we  intend  that  the  American  Medical  Gazettee  shall  furnish  its  read- 
ers with  a  monthly  digest  of  all  the  medical  intelligence  which  shall  be  either 
new  or  useful,  and  which  may  be  found  in  the  other  medical  journals  at  home  or 
abroad,  which  are  regularly  received  in  exchange.  Every  number  will  also  con- 
tain one  or  more  original  monographs,  reports,  or  other  novelties,  for  the  pre- 
paration of  which  able  writers  are  engaged,  who  will  be  paid  for  their  articles, 
whether  critical  or  practical.  While  correspondents  are  secured  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  who  will  transact  items  of  medical  news,  gossip,  politics,  quacke- 
ry, &e.  The  regular  and  impartial  criticism  of  all  new  publications  will  likewise 
be  continued. 

A  department  will  always  be  reserved  for  matters  of  interest  in  relation  to 
hygeine  and  medical  police,  and  all  that  appertains  to  the  public  health. 

May  we  not  now  look  to  our  subscribers  for  a  renewed  effort  to  extend  our 
subscription  list,  and  to  the  profession  for  increased  support  ? 

Our  subscription  price  is  still  only  Two  Dollars  per  annum,  invariably  in 
advance. 

Two  copies  will  be  mailed  to  a  single  address  for  Three  Dollars  in  advance. 

Clubs  may  have  three  copies  sent  for  Five  Dollars,  or  seven  copies  for  Ten  Dol- 
lars, if  mailed  to  one  address. 

The  postage,  if  prepaid,  cannot  exceed  C  cents  per  annum,  unless  over  500 
miles,  or  12  cents  if  any  distance. 

j05^  Let  each  subscriber  send  us  one  additional  name,  and  enclose  Three  Dol- 
lars for  the  year,  which  will  pay  for  two  copies,  when  mailed  in  one  wrapper. 

HOMOEOPATHY  AND  THE  BROOKLYN  CORONER. 

The  details  of  the  inquiry  alluded  to  in  our  last  having-  been 
allowed  to  appear  in  the  secular  newspapers,  notwithstanding  the 
assurances  to  the  contrary  on  which  we  relied,  we  must  decline  repeat- 
ing them,  though  we  had  intended  to  insert  the  full  report  had  it  been 
furnished  us. 

It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  name  the  results  of  the  investigation, 
as  the  jury  decline  any  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  medical  treat- 
ment, and  thus  evade  all  the  responsibility  of  the  duty  which  the  law 
devolved  upon  them,  if,  as  alleged,  they  were  to  inquire  into  the  cause 
of  death. 

The  incidental  advantages  which  the  profession  and  the  public  may 
derive  from  the  testimony  before  the  jury,  under  the  oath  of  the  par- 
ties, would  seem  to  be  these,  viz.: 

1.  The  gross  ignorance  of  all  the  Homoeopaths  concerned  in  the 
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case,  as  shown  by  their  own  sworn  evidence;  as  for  example,  their 
theory  is,  that  the  patient  died  of  mumps,  which  by  metastasis  fatally 
involved  the  brain.  But  obliged  to  admit  that  there  was  no  inflamma- 
tion of  the  parotid  glands,  either  before  or  after  death,  they  swear 
that  the  case  was  one  of  "  Mumps  in  the  stomach! .'"  When  confronted 
with  thew  fact  that  the  lady  died  of  Hemorrhage,  nearly  a  quart  of 
blood  having  been  thrown  from  the  mouth  in  articulo  mortis,  and  re- 
quired to  say  whence  came  this  hemorrhage,  they  swear  that  it  came 
from  the  brain,  the  longitudinal  sinus  having  emptied  itself  through  the 
cribriform  plate !  of  the  Ethmoid  bone,  into  the  posterior  nares,  and 
fauces,  whence  it  escaped  by  the  mouth!  The  jury  did  not  know  that 
there  are  no  cribriform  openings  in  the  plate  of  the  Ethmoid  during 
life,  they  being  filled  with  the  olfactory  nerves,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
membranous  structures  above  and  below,  which  render  it  a  physical 
impossibility;  nor  did  they  regard  the  palpable  proof  furnished  by 
dissection,  that  the  blood  came  from  the  lungs!  The  Homoeopaths 
might  as  well  have  sworn,  and  been  believed  by  this  jury,  that 
the  blood  passed  through  the  foramen  magnum  of  the  occipital  bone, 
and  thence  into  the  mouth,  for  even  this  would  have  been  no  more 
preposterous  nor  more  demonstrative  of  anatomical  ignorance.  But 
being  thus  convicted,  out  of  their  own  mouths,  of  utter  ignorance  of 
human  structure,  will  avail  nothing,  while  the  laws  of  this  state  pro- 
tect asinine  stupidity  in  the  right  to  practise  medicine  and  surgery, 
and  while  fools  continue  to  victimize  themselves  and  families. 

2.  Another  result  of  this  investigation  was  to  establish,  by  the 
oaths  of  the  leading  Homoeopaths  of  Brooklyn  and  New  York,  all 
that  the  profession  proper  have  ever  alleged,  as  to  the  kuavery  of  the 
whole  tribe,  in  the  administration  of  medicines,  and  the  doses  in  which 
they  use  all  the  most  potent  agencies  of  the  Materia  Medica;  while 
hypocritically  professing  "innocent  medication"  by  pellets  of  sugar  of 
milk.  In  this  case,  obviously  one  of  congestive  intermittent  fever, 
reliance  was  had  on  the  remedial  powers  of  the  thirtieth  centesimal 
dilutions!  of  aconite,  belladonna,  &c;  and  it  was  sworn  to  that  similar 
practice  was  pursued  by  a  large  majority  of  the  sect  in  New  York  and 
Brooklyn!  While,  per  contra,  it  was  proved  under  oath  by  prominent 
Globulists  in  both  cities,  that  they  gave  Quinine  and  other  active 
remedies  in  larger  doses  than  ordinarily  sanctioned  by  the  regular  pro- 
fession, utterly  abjuring  the  infinitesimal  doses  at  their  pleasure;  but 
still  claiming  to  practise  homceopathically.  And  yet  this  silly  cheat 
36 
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and  contemptible  knavery,  thus  unblushingly  avowed,  will  still  find 
mercenary  practitioners  and  imbecile  patrons,  both  in  New  York  and 
Brooklyn. 

3.  It  was  shown  on  this  Inquiry,  that  no  honest  man  in  the  regular 
profession  can  consort  or  consult  with  any  Homoeopath  under  any 
circumstances,  without  the  sacrifice  of  his  conscience  and  the  forfeiture 
of  his  character.  The  refusal  of  Dr.  Dudley  to  meet  these  ignorant 
and  unprincipled  pretenders  to  the  healing  art,  even  in  extremis,  as  in 
this  case,  was  nobly  vindicated  by  the  revelations  of  this  trial.  Homoe- 
opathy is  in  medicine  precisely  such  a  monstrosity  and  heresy  as  is 
Mormonism  in  religion;  the  only  difference  being  in  this,  that  one 
destroys  the  body,  and  the  other  the  soul  of  its  victim.  And  would 
Henry  Ward  Beecher,  or  any  of  his  clerical  brethren,  consent  to  meet 
at  the  dying  bed  of  any  human  being,  for  his  spiritual  enlightenment,  on 
terms  of  perfect  equality  and  associated  action,  Brigham  Young,  or 
any  other  Reverend  disciple  of  Joe  Smith,  and  co-operate  with  hint  in 
harmonious  instruction  and  preparation  in  view  of  eternity? — and  this 
at  the  urgent  request  of  the  patient  or  his  equally  deluded  friends, 
they  regarding  both  with  equal  reverence,  and  courting  both  Christianity 
and  Mornionisni,  as  the  sailor  who  prayed  "Good  Lord  and  good 
Devil,"  not  knowing  whose  hands  he  would  fall  into.  With  as  much 
consistency  and  honesty  can  any  well-informed  physician  cither  consort 
or  consult  with  any  Homoeopath,  Hydropath,  Spiritual  Rapper,  or 
any  other  quack — not  though  the  patient  die  for  lack  of  his  service,  nor 
even  when  an  enormous  fee  might  tempt  him  thus  to  work  in  copart- 
nership with  the  devil. 


ANNIVERSARY  DINNER 

Of  the  Society  for  tlie  Relief  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  .Medical  Men.  at 
the  Astor  House,  Nov.  15,  1854. 

The  anniversary  of  this  Society  was  held  as  above,  the  President, 
Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  in  the  Chair,  who  announced  that  three  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  had  died  during  the  year,  viz.:  Drs.  Macneven, 
Isaac  Greene,  and  Swett. 

No  new  claimant  has  been  added  to  the  list  during  the  year,  so  that 
only  one  widow,  with  her  children,  continue  to  receive  the  relief  pro- 
vided; none  other  needing  it. 

After  the  dinner  had  been  disposed  of,  brief  addresses  were  made 
by  Rev.  Drs.  Potts  and  Ferris  on  behalf  of  the  Clergy,  Mr.  Labagh 
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responded  for  the  Bar,  and  Dr.  Francis  for  the  Medical  Profession. 
The  Hon.  Peter  Cooper,  Hon.  Christopher  Morgan,  Drs.  Parker, 
Beadle,  Smith,  Barker,  Tnthill,  Sayre,  Detmold,  and  others,  were  called 
out,  who  entertained  the  Society  with  appropriate  speeches,  sentiments, 
&c,  until  a  late  hour. 

Although  the  attendance  was  not  so  large  as  on  former  occasions, 
yet  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  evinced  a  lively  interest  in  the  be- 
nevolent objects  of  the  Society,  by  the  introduction  of  new  annual  sub- 
scribers of  $10  each,  life  members  $100  each,  and  patrons  $150  each. 
The  results  of  the  meeting  were,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactory. 

It  is  matter  of  surprise  and  regret  that  few  of  our  younger  brethren 
especially,  comparatively  with  the  whole  number  of  physicians  in  this 
city  and  its  vicinity,  have  yet  enrolled  themselves  as  members  of  this 
philanthropic  Society.  If  all  were  to  become  members,  the  funds 
would  be  ample  to  allow  of  a  more  liberal  allowance  to  every  needy 
and  worthy  family  whom  any  of  our  physicians  might  leave  dependent, 
instead  of  being  restricted,  as  now,  to  so  small  a  pittance.  And  though 
few  of  its  present  members  have  the  remotest  idea  that  their  own 
families  will  ever  become  claimants  on  the  Society,  yet  none  of  us 
"know  what  a  day  may  bring  forth."  But  we  honor  the  spirit  which 
prompts  so  many  to  provide  for  the  destitution  of  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  their  less  successful  brethren,  and  of  those  who  die  young,  as 
so  many  of  our  profession  do,  before  they  have  been  able  to  acquire 
a  competence  for  those  whom  they  leave  behind.  We  heartily  com- 
mend this  Society  and  its  objects,  as  worthy  of  universal  support. 


Nciu  jJubluattons. 

Tkansactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  Instituted 
1847.  Vol.  VII.  New  York,  Charles  B.  Norton,  71  Chambers 
Street,  1854. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  Association,  the  volume  of 
Transactions  has  been  laid  upon  our  table  within  six  months  of  the 
close  of  the  session.  We  are  indebted  to  the  New  York  Committee 
of  publication,  and  to  the  New  York  publisher,  for  this  earlier  issue  of 
the  volume,  so  that  it  can  be  circulated  within  the  year  1854;  instead 
of  being  delayed,  as  heretofore,  to  the  year  succeeding.  And  as  this 
is  the  first  act  of  New  York  versus  Philadelphia,  we  may  boast  of 
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Charles  B.  Norton  versus  Blanchard  &  Lea!  and  Huzzal!  for  New 
York. 

Moreover,  this  is  a  real  volume,  of  nearly  700  8vo.  pages,  substan- 
tially bound  and  lettered  too,  instead  of  being  covered  with  lead-color- 
ed paper,  and  issued  as  a  huge  pamphlet.  And  its  contents,  too,  in 
their  variety,  novelty,  and  practical  value,  will  be  found  to  surpass 
either  of  the  former;  so  that  in  all  respects  our  steam  locomotives  in 
New  York  have  distanced  the  slow  coaches  of  Philadelphia.  The  ri- 
valry between  the  two  cities  has  begun.  Our  motto  is  Excelsior. 
Bohn's  Libraries.    Bangs  <&  Brothers,  park  Row,  New  York. 

We  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  mention  the  serial  volumes  issued  by  the 
London  house  of  J.  G.  Bohn  &  Co.,  under  the  title  of  Classical.  Historical,  Anti- 
quarian, and  Illustrated  Libraries,  and  which  arc  constantly  increased  by  new 
volumes  of  standard  literary  merit.  The  completion  of  Southey"s  Cowper,  5  vols.; 
Gibbon's  Home,  with  variorum  notes.  4  vols.,  with  other  of  the  British  Classics, 
and  numerous  valuable  additions  to  the  Standard  Library,  affords  the  opportu- 
nity again  to  recommend  to  all  lovers  of  ui-eful  learning  to  place  these  several 
series  in  their  private  libraries.  Catalogues  may  be  had,  and  any  of  the  books 
seen  as  above,  or  specimen  volumes  will  be  sent  on  application. 

Human  Phtsiologt,  designed  for  Colleges  and  the  higher  classes  in  Schools,  and 
for  general  reading.  By  Worthington  Hooker,  M.  D.,  Professor  in  Yale  Col- 
lege. &C.    New  York,  Farmer.  Brace  &  Co.,  1854. 

This  is  auother  effort  to  popularize  this  important  and  useful  science,  and  all 
such  books  merit  commendation,  when  intrinsically  worthy  of  confidence  as  this 
is.  coming,  as  it  does,  from  Dr.  Hooker,  who  is  distinguished  as  a  writer  and 
scholar  by  his  former  productions.    We  bespeak  for  it  a  wide  circulation. 

American  ECLECTIC  Dispensatory.  By  John  Kins,  M.  D.  Cincinnati.  Moore. 
Wilstach  &  Keys,  1854. 

This  huge  volume,  of  some  1400!  pages,  royal  octavo,  inscribed  to  "all  true 
friends  of  Eclectic  Reform."  so  far  as  we  can  discern,  is  without  novelty  or  mer- 
it; so  that  we  are  unable  to  say  why  so  much  white  paper  has  been  spoiled  by 
printing  it,  especially  when  the  article  is  so  scarce  and  dear.  For  the  sake  of 
the  publishers,  we  would  gladly  say  something  which- would  make  it  sell  among 
the  quacks  who  sail  under  the  Eclectic  flag,  but  we  cannot  do  this  honestly.  We 
hope  that  Dr.  King  has  undertaken  the  expense  of  paper  and  printing,  by  himself 
and  his  colleagues,  so  that  the  publishers  may  not  have  been  sold,  for  the  book 
can  never  be  made  to  sell,  unless  our  opinion  against  it.  thus  frankly  given, 
shall  get  up  a  furore  among  the  quacks  of  the  country  to  falsify  our  prediction. 
We  shall  keep  our  copy  as  a  curiosity. 

Braith  waite's  Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Sirgert,  July,  1854. 
London  Lancet,  August  and  September,  1854. 

These  standard  periodicals  are  republished  by  Stringer  &  Townsend,  of  New 
York,  with  commendable  promptness,  and  are  well  sustained  by  the  profession 
throughout  our  country,  as  they  deserve  to  be.  Their  cheapness,  and  with  free 
postage  too,  continue  to  secure  a  wide  and  increasing  circulation.  We  have 
in  irked  cho'ce  extracts  from  these  late  numbers  for  insertion  when  we  have  room, 
for  the  benefit  of  our  subscribers  who  may  not  have  appreciated  the  value  of 
these  works. 

Half- Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences.  By  W.  H.  Ranking  and  C.  B. 
Radcliffe.    Philadelphia.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1854. 

The  late  number  of  this  well-known  periodical  for  the  half  year  ending  in  June, 
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1854,  has  been  promptly  reprinted  by  the  American  publishers.  In  addition  to 
the  rich  and  varied  selections  from  recent  medical  publications  all  over  the 
world,  it  contains  able  clinical  and  critical  reports  of  all  that  is  novel  or  useful 
in  either  of  the  departments.  No  practitioner  should  be  without  this  useful  and 
cheap  condenser  of  medical  knowledge. 

On  the  Nature,  Signs,  and  Treatment  of  Childbed  Fever,  in  a  Series  of 
Letters  addressed  to  the  Students  of  his  Class.    By  Charles  D.  Meigs, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery,  &c.    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1855. 
In  this  work  the  author  has  been  more  outspoken,  more  like  himself,  than  in 
either  of  his  former  productions,  and  unless  we  are  mistaken  in  our  prognosis, 
this  book  will  add  more  to  his  fame  than  either  of  those  which  bear  his  name. 
Indeed  we  doubt  whether  any  material  improvement  will  be  made  on  the  teach- 
ings of  this  volume  for  a  century  to  come,  since  it  is  so  eminently  practical,  and 
based  on  profound  knowledge  of  the  science  and  consummate  skill  in  the  art  of 
healing,  and  ratified  by  an  ample  and  extensive  experience,  such  as  few  men  have 
the  industry  or  good  fortune  to  acquire. 

We  earnestly  recommend  the  practical  lessons  of  this  volume  to  students  and 
our  junior  brethren,  as  abounding  in  wisdom,  and  inculcating  discrimination, 
caution,  energy  and  perseverance  in  the  management  of  puerperal  maladies, 
which,  if  profited  by,  and  strictly  followed  in  practice,  will  render  the  practitioner 
distinguished  for  success,  the  true  criterion  of  merit.  As  an  antidote  to  the 
medical  heresies  which  have  recently  been  born  of  the  temerity  or  ignorance  of 
mere  theorists,  nothing  could  be  more  timely  than  the  appearance  of  this  volume. 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  learned  author  and  the  enterprising  publishers  for  an 
early  copy. 

A  Systematic  Treatise;  Historical,  Etiological  and  Pkacticai  of  the  Prin- 
cipal Diseases  of  the  interior  valley  of  North  America,  as  they  appear 
in  the  Caucasian,  African,  Indian  and  Esquimaux  varieties  of  its  popula- 
tion. By  Daniel  Drake,  M.  D.  Second  Series.  Philadelphia:  Lippiucott, 
Grambo  &  Co.,  1854. 

This  volume,  of  nearly  1000  8vo.  pages,  contains  the  conclusion  of  the  labors 
of  Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  which  were  begun  in  a  former  volume,  and 
were  continued  in  the  preparation  of  the  present  work  until  the  author  ceased  at 
once  to  work  and  live.  Than  he,  no  American  physician  among  the  living  or 
the  dead  had  acquired  a  higher  fame,  or  bears  a  purer  name  in  the  estimate  of 
the  wise  and  good.  Deeply  read  in  scholastic  medicine,  enthusiastically  devoted 
to  the  literature  of  the  profession,  he  was  nevertheless  eminently  practical,  and 
as  a  teacher  stood  unrivalled  in  the  country.  His  manuscripts  were,  after  his 
death,  committed  to  the  care  and  editorship  of  his  two  friends,  Professor  S.  Han- 
bury  Smith,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Professor  Francis  G.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia, 
by  whom  this  work  has  been  arranged  and  brought  out  in  the  best  style  of  its  well- 
known  publishers. 

We  regard  it  as  a  valuable  contribution  to  American  medical  literature,  and 
one  which  will  be  highly  appreciated,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  and  place  the 
memory  and  name  of  its  author  still  higher  on  the  tablet  which  is  destined  to 
perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  great  and  good  among  medical  worthies. 

Harper's  Gazetteer  of  the  World,  with  Special  Reference  to  the  United 
States  and  British  America.  By  J.  Calvin  Smith.  New  York,  Harper  & 
Brothers. 

Next  to  the  Bible,  Dictionary,  and  Newspaper,  every  family  should  possess  a 
Gazetteer;  not  an  old  one,  for  those  published  but  a  few  years  ago  arc  now  obso- 
lete and  worthless.  The  whole  science  of  Geography,  and  especially  its  statistics, 
are  undergoing  a  revolution  every  few  years,  not  only  in  the  multiplied  changes 
which  are  perennial  all  over  the  earth's  surface,  but  in  the  new  discoveries,  new 
currents  of  population  iu  remote  channels  hitherto  unexplored;  and  the  uproot- 
ing of  nations,  governments,  cities,  &c,  with  the  transfer  of  their  teeming  mil- 
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lions,  by  emigration,  and  the  intermingling  of  all  people,  all  languages,  and  all 
religions  in  countries  hitherto  unknown  to  travel,  trade,  or  commerce,  and  whose 
territory  is  a  terra  incognita,  undescribed  in  any  of  the  pre-existing  maps,  and 
unmentioned  in  any  of  the  Gazetteers. 

It  is  a  happy  and  timely  thought  of  the  Harpers,  who  are  ever  on  the  lookout 
for  some  new  device  to  create  a  popular  furore  for  their  publications,  to  send 
forth  this  universal  statistical  Gazetteer  just  at  this  juncture,  when  such  a  ]>ul>- 
lication  is  so  desirable  and  necessary.  And  they  have  wisely  issued  it  in  periodi- 
cal numbers,  so  cheap  that  everybody  can  buy  it.  The  first  number  contains  a 
beautiful  colored  map,  as  a  specimen  of  seven  similar  maps  to  be  included  in 
the  work.  Seven  numbers  have  already  been  circulated,  and  the  whole  will  be 
completed  in  a  few  months.  We  should  not  be  surprised  if  this  Gazetteer  should 
rival,  in  the  extent  of  its  subscription,  the  world-wide  patronage  which  has  been 
secured  for  their  Magazine. 


illisccllaiuou0  Stems. 

The  case  of  Dr.  Van  Buren  and  the  wounded  fireman,  which  is 
narrated  in  this  number,  by  a  highly  respectable  member  of  the  Fire 
Department,  has  called  forth  very  general  reprobation  in  professional 
circles,  and  produced  a  profound  impression  upon  the  public  mind. 
That  any  physician  or  surgeon  should  withhold  his  services  from  one 
of  the  noble  band  of  firemen  who  have  such  a  claim  upon  the  public 
gratitude,  and  from  mere  mercenary  reasons,  is  humiliating  enough; 
but  in  the  present  case  there  is  far  worse  ground  of  complaint  against 
Dr.  Van  Buren,  for  a  brother  physician  had  sent  for  him  to  come  to  his 
aid,  in  a  case  demanding  the  highest  surgical  skill,  by  an  operation 
involving  the  life  of  a  worthy  fireman,  dangerously  wounded  in  the  act 
of  hastening  to  public  duty.  But  the  fee!  was  not  forthcoming,  and 
the  brother  physician  was  refused  the  aid  he  had  the  professional  right 
to  demand.  It  is  well,  however,  for  the  patient  that  he  fell  into  other 
and  better  hands;  for,  as  appears  by  a  Card  from  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, their  wounded  brother  has  recovered  under  the  skillful  attention 
of  Dr.  J.  R.  Wood,  after  Dr  Van  Buren  had  refused  his  services, 
and  directed  him  to  be  sent  to  the  Hospital!  A  different  fate  might 
have  awaited  him,  had  he  been  removed  from  the  house  of  his  widowed 
mother,  who  has  now  cause  of  thankfulness  for  the  restoration  of  her 
son.  We  learn  that  the  indignant  Fire  Department  contemplate 
inquiring  of  the  Governors  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  whether  the 
mercenary  inhumanity  alleged  in  this  case  against  one  of  their  surgeons 
be  not  good  cause  for  his  dismissal  from  that  post.  We  fear  that  they 
will  only  have  their  labor  for  their  pains. 

The  panic  makers  in  and  out  of  the  profession  in  New  York  have 
lately  raised  the  hue  and  cry  of  an  "Oyster  Epidemic7'  in  the  newspa- 
pers, because  several  deaths  by  Cholera  had  occurred  on  the  heel  of 
our  late  epidemic,  in  persons  who  had  eaten  oysters  among  other  good 
things  a  few  hours  or  days  before.  Very  shrewd  speculations  were 
announced  as  to  the  diseases  prevalent  among  the  bi-valve  tribes;  the 
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aid  of  Chemistry  and  the  Microscope  was  invoked,  and  learned  Pro- 
fessors in  Philadelphia  came  to  the  rescue,  so  that  the  ridiculous 
excitement  was  soon  allayed.  The  indignant  oysterman  of  Wall 
Street,  whose  stock  in  trade  was  endangered,  put  an  effectual  estoppel 
upon  the  panic  by  publishing  the  bill  of  fare  eaten  and  drank  at  his 
establishment  by  four  invalid  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  died  soon  after. 
It  included  for  each  of  them,  at  a  single  night  supper,  oysters  stewed, 
fried,  broiled,  roasted  and  raw,  together  with  the  usual  fixings,  and 
brandy,  gin,  whiskey  punch,  champagne,  wine,  &c,  &c,  amounting  for 
the  supper  for  four  to  some  fourteen  dollars!  The  public  mind  became 
at  once  tranquilized  by  the  evidence  that  indiscretion  and  intemperance 
iu  eating  and  drinking  might  possibly  have  produced  fatal  disease  with 
or  without  oysters.  Indeed  the  marvel  became  how  either  of  the 
party  escaped,  after  so  many  combustibles  in  their  stomachs,  without  a 
fatal  explosion. 

Dr.  Wood's  election  to  the  Governorship  of  the  Alms  House  has 
been  defeated,  by  the  extraordinary  political  revolution  which  has 
baffled  all  the  calculations  of  the  knowing  ones  of  all  parties.  No  med- 
ical man  will  be  in  that  Board  for  another  year,  so  that  no  reform  in 
the  Hospitals  they  govern  can  be  hoped  for. 

Dr.  John  H.  Griscom  delivered  the  late  oration  of  the  N.  Y.  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  on  the  "Geological  formation  of  the  State  of  Tsew 
York,"  as  we  learn  by  one  of  the  daily  papers,  which  must  have  been 
misled  by  its  reporter,  for  by  extracts  since  published  it  seems  to  have 
been  an  omnium  gatherum  on  matters  and  things  in  general,  and  ven- 
tilation iu  particular.  The  selection  of  orators  of  late  years,  in  this 
aud  some  other  scientific  bodies,  would  imply  that  the  qualification 
for  this  post  is  "to  know  a  little  of  everything,  and  nothing  profound- 
ly." Hence  the  meagre  specimens  of  orations,  which  though  printed, 
fall  dead  from  the  press.  The  performance  of  Dr.  John  W.  Francis, 
at  the  opening  of  the  Academy,  is  the  only  oration  which  has  been 
creditable  to  the  profession  or  its  author  ;  nor  has  any  other  we  have 
seen  been  at  all  equal  to  the  occasion. 

Dr.  Stephenson's  Introductory  to  a  course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of 
the  eye,  was  delivered  in  the  University  on  the  9th  nit.  The  venera- 
ble Professor  Valentine  Mott  and  the  Hon.  ex-Mayor  Woodhull  are 
said  to  have  made  very  happy  remarks  on  the  occasion.  The  course 
is  to  be  continued  in  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  which  now  receives  the 
patronage  of  the  State,  and  deserves  to  prosper. 

The  number  of  students  iu  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
is  nearly  equal  to  the  class  of  last  year,  and  it  still  takes  the  lead  in 
this  city.  In  the  New  York  Medical  College  the  class  exceeds  that 
of  last  year  more  than  50  per  cent.  In  the  University  School  there 
would  seem  to  be  a  falling  off  even  from  the  meagre  class  of  the  last 
or  any  former  year,  the  reasons  for  which  are  familiar  to  the  readers 
of  this  Journal.    Particulars  in  our  next  number. 
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Dr.  Welsh,  of  Lakeville,  Ct.,  has  been  making  important  improve- 
ments in  his  apparatus  for  fractures,  &c,  which,  with  his  flexible 
splints,  cannot  fail  to  take  precedence  over  all  the  cumbersome  and 
complicated  instruments  heretofore  in  use.  He  ought  to  have  a  depot 
in  New  York. 

Mineral  Springs  arc  multiplying  all  over  the  country,  and  invalids 
are  ever  inquiring  of  medical  men  as  to  the  virtue  of  this  or  that 
spring,  the  waters  of  which  are  recommended  as  remedial  in  various 
maladies.  We  have  long  used  and  employed  the  Congress  waters  ex- 
clusively, as  obtained  from  Clarke  &  White,  the  proprietors  of  the 
spring,  who  have  a  depot  at  No.  13  Thames  Street,  New  York,  where 
these  waters  are  received  daily  in  bottles,  fresh  from  Saratoga.  Nor 
have  we  any  confidence  in  the  water  from  any  other  spring  in  Sarato- 
ga or  elsewhere,  in  the  treatment  of  those  invalids  to  whom  the  Con- 
gress waters  are  adapted.  To  obtain  them  genuine  and  fresh  should 
be  the  care  of  all  who  use  them.  We  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that 
the  demand  for  Congress  waters  are  increasing  at  home  and  abroad,  for 
we  know  of  no  artificial  substitute  for  them  on  which  we  could  rely 
in  many  cases  of  disease  in  which  we  have  found  them  invaluable. 

Inhaling  the  vapor  of  iodine  and  its  preparations,  with  or  without 
kindred  drugs,  rendered  volatile  for  the  purpose,  is  now  becoming  in 
vogue  for  the  relief  of  pulmonary  diseases.  The  practice  is  only  a  re- 
vival of  Pneumatic  medicine  as  taught  and  tried  centuries  ago,  then 
as  now,  however,  too  often  empirically.  The  indiscriminate  employ- 
ment of  inhalation  is  dangerous,  and  may  prove  speedily  fatal,  while 
a  cautious  selection  of  the  cases  by  a  competent  diagnostician  will 
show  that  there  are  examples  of  diseased  lungs  in  which  it  may  be 
safely  and  beneficially  employed  as  auxiliary  to  other  rational  treat- 
ment. Physicians  should  give  their  attention  to  this  subject,  and 
keep  inhalation  out  of  the  hands  of  the  quacks,  some  of  whom  are 
making  fortunes  out  of  it,  by  advertising  this  ancient  remedy  as  some 
new  thing,  and  then  treating  all  cases  by  the  month,  for  a  stipend  pay- 
able in  advance. 

Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  this  city,  has  lately  been  treating  certain 
abscesses  in  the  lungs  by  topical  applications  made  directly  to  the 
walls  of  the  cavity,  by  introducing  his  instruments,  flexible  catheters, 
through  the  bronchia,  right  or  left,  as  the  case  may  be  ;  and  whatev- 
er may  be  the  final  issue  of  his  investigations,  thus  far  he  has  met  with 
no  adverse  symptom  to  discourage  the  practice,  but  the  contrary,  as 
we  are  informed  by  a  medical  eye-witness. 

Dr  Stephen  Smith  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  J.  0.  Stone 
as  Attending  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

The  Nashville  Medical  College  numbers  241  students  in  its  present 
class,  being  an  increase  on  any  former  year.  This  new  school  has  had 
great  success. 
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The  Albany  Medical  College  has  101  students  in  its  present  class, 
two  courses  being  now  delivered  annually.  The  new  Hospital  is  ad- 
jacent to  the  College  buildings.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  by  Drs. 
March  and  Hun,  and  the  operating  room  of  this  Hospital  is  said  to 
be  superior  to  any  in  the  country.  With  their  Museum,  Library,  La- 
boratory, &c,  this  Faculty  offer  great  facilities  to  students,  which  are 
becoming  better  appreciated. 

Physician's  Visiting  List,  Diary  and  Book  of  Engagements  for  the 
year  1855,  is  the  title  of  a  little  annual  issued  by  Lindsay  &  Blakis- 
ton,  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  very  generally  patronized  by  medical 
men,  and  so  useful  and  convenient  that  it  is  considered  an  indispensa- 
ble pocket  companion  by  all  who  have  used  it.  It  is  on  sale  in  New 
York  at  the  Medical  Book  Stores. 

Delluc  &  Co.  have  removed  their  establishment  from  No.  581  to  No. 
635  Broadway,  where  they  have  opened  what,  in  point  of  elegance 
and  classic  taste  in  decoration,  may  be  denominated  a  Model  Drug 
Store,  with  a  spacious  laboratory  annexed.  See  their  advertise- 
ment in  another  column. 

The  extensive  Perfumery  Establishment  of  A.  &  J.  Ramsay,  No. 
318  Greenwhich  Street,  abounds  in  the  extent  and  variety  of  stock  in 
their  department,  which  in  quality  and  price  may  challenge  all 
competition.    See  advertisement  in  another  column. 

Marsh  &  Co.,  No.  1  Maiden  Lane,  seem  to  have  acquired  a  monopoly 
in  their  line,  by  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  all  the  varieties  of 
Trusses,  Abdominal  Supporters,  Suspensory  Bandages,  and  other 
instruments  for  mechanical  support.    See  advertisement. 

Otto  &  Kcehler,  58  Chatham  Street,  are  acquiring  a  just  popularity 
and  increasing  patronage,  by  the  style,  finish,  and  superior  quality  of 
their  Surgical  Instruments,  while  their  prices  are  said  to  defy  all 
competition.    We  refer  to  their  advertisement  in  another  column. 

The  Collectors,  Messrs.  Gellatly  &  Phibbs,  who  announce  them- 
selves in  our  advertising  columns,  as  Agents  for  the  collection  of  bills 
of  all  kinds,  have  long  been  employed  by  us  in  this  capacity,  and  we 
take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  their  diligence,  vigilance,  integrity  and 
prompt  returns  of  money,  when  collected — qualities  which  are  vastly 
important  in  the  collection  and  settlement  of  medical  bills. 

The  fashionable  treatment  of  Cholera  in  England  at  present  would 
seem  to  be  Castor  Oil  in  half-ounce  doses  every  half  hour.  The  ex- 
periment has  been  fatal  in  New  York,  in  more  than  one  instance  to 
our  knowledge,  owing  to  the  recommendation  of  this  practice  by  our 
American  newspapers,  by  which  patients  have  been  induced  to  rely 
upon  it. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Metcalfe  has  received  the  appointment  of  Attending  Phy- 
sician to  the  N.  Y.  Hospital,  in  place  of  Dr.  Swett,  deceased. 
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Hon.  John  Wheeler,  of  New  York,  and  Hon.  J.  Meachem,  of  Ver- 
mont, have  our  thanks  for  valuable  public  documents. 

Homeopathy  in  Trouble. — We  read  iu  the  Gazette  des  Hopiteux 
for  September  30th,  that  the  public  authorities  of  Marseilles,  France, 
have  visited  the  homoeopathic  drug  stores,  seized  their  preparations, 
and  closed  "  the  shops."  They  state  as  a  reason  for  so  doing,  that 
the  substances  thus  sold  were  not  prepared  according  to  the  French 
pharmacopoeia,  and  in  the  large  majority  careful  chemical  analysis 
was  unable  to  detect  the  slightest  quantity  of  the  active  principle  pre- 
tended to  be  contained. — New  Orleans  Medical  News. 

The  N.  Y.  Daily  Times  is  out  flat-footed  in  favor  of  female  physi- 
cians and  female  apothecaries.    Its  articles  are  sensible  and  timely. 

We  learn  from  Philadelphia  that  the  number  of  students  has  not 
fallen  off  in  the  Medical  Colleges  of  that  city. 

Dr.  Power,  of  this  city,  has  recovered  a  judgment  for  $500  against 
one  of  the  Rail  Road  Companies,  for  professional  services  to  one  of  the 
victims  of  their  so-called  accidents.  So  mote  it  be.  Their  cripples 
should  be  paid  for  until  limbs  and  life  are  better  cared  for. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  at  Baltimore,  on  the  12th  of  October,  Samuel  K.  Jennings, 
M.  D.,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  J.  was  formerly 
Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Washington  University  of  Baltimore, 
and  for  more  than  half  a  century  has  been  a  practitioner,  distinguish- 
ed by  his  learning,  popularity,  and  success,  beyond  most  of  his  com- 
peers ;  and  from  his  youth  not  less  eminent  for  his  piety  and  exempla- 
ry life.  He  was,  moreover,  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  furnished 
an  example  very  rarely  witnessed,  since  in  both  professions,  as  a  phy- 
sician arid  as  a  clergyman,  he  was  alike  able,  popular  and  useful.  The 
purity  of  his  character,  the  meekness  of  his  spirit,  and  the  unspotted 
integrity  of  his  whole  life,  rendered  him  an  object  of  universal  esteem 
while  he  lived,  and  his  death  is  lamented  by  multitudes,  who  during 
his  long  public  career  had  learned  to  appreciate  his  worth,  and  regard 
him  with  a  veneration  little  short  of  filial  affection.  Truly  he  was 
"the  beloved  physician."  We  trust  that  a  biography  of  this  venera- 
ble man  will  be  forthcoming  from  some  one  of  his  children,  to  whom 
he  has  been  more  than  a  father,  and  who  now  mourn  his  departure, 
though  he  died  as  he  lived,  a  christian  philosopher. 
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COLLECT  YOUR  BILLS!!  B  LAN  CARD'S  PILLS 


GELLATLY  &  PHIBBS, 

©Hicrctl  (Collecting  Agents, 

No.  167  BROADWAY,  Room  No.  5 : 
and  No  29  SPRING  STREET, 


THOMAS  PHIBBS 


1'.   N.  UELI.ATI.Y. 


Undertake  the  Collection  of  Bills,  and  the 
settlement  of  accounts. 

Undertake  the  Collection  of  Rents,  and  the 
care  of  Real  Estate. 

The  advertisers  have  been  engaged  as  Collectors 
for  several  years,  and  have  received  a  number  of 
highly  flattering  certificates  testifying  to  their 
promptness  and  other  business  qualities,  from 
which  they  infer  that  they  have  invariably  given 
satisfaction.      They  refer  to 

11.  M.  Reese,  M.  I).,  Editor  X.  Y.  Med.  Gaiette. 

E.  Parmly,  M.  D.,  Dentist,  1  Bond  Street. 

Messrs.  Chcrch  &  McKlLLOP,  Proprietors  Com- 
mercial Agency.    Also  to  the  following: 

Physicians. — J.  W.  Powell,  Oculist,  502  Broad- 
way. E.  G.  Ludlow.  49  East  Twenty-Third  Street. 
J   M.  Quin,  148  Ninth  Street.    Geo.  I,ewis,  120 

Chambers  Street.   Lattimore.  838  Broadway. 

Nelson  Stelle,  37  Bleecker  Street.  G.  S.  Peters. 
270  Fifth  Avenue.  A.  Underbill,  44  East  Twen- 
tieth Street.    Ball  &  Bartlett,  43  West  Eleventh. 

 Hall,  Irving  Place.    A.  Wright,  145  East 

Broadway.  J.  I).  Stillman,  Fourth  Avenue. 
Ed.  Collet  t,  209  West  Twenty-Fourth  Street.  W. 
Wallace,  286  Fourth  Street. 

Dentists. — J.  Parmly,  3  Bond  Street.  J.  II 
Foster,  24  East  Sevcntceth  Street.  B.  Lord,  292 
Fourth  Street.  Tail  k  Reot,  13  Bond  Street. 
N.  Brown,  3  Great  Jones  Street.  Geo.  Smillie, 
419  Broome  Street.    W.  Dalrymplc,  3  Bond  St. 

Rev.  Dr.  Mathews,  19  Wost  Twenty -Fourth  St. 

A.  McKenzie,  Hydraulics,  341  Fourth  St. 

Martin,  Turpin  A;  Co.,  Importers,  44  Dey  St. 

Win.  Cox  Dusenbery,  Broker,  60  Wall  St. 

Oscar  Coles,  Merchant,  91  West  St.,  &c,  kc. 


Of  Unchangeable  Iodide  of  Iron. 

(THE  ONLY  FORMCLA  ADOPTED  BY  THE  FRENCH  ACA- 
DEMY OF  MEDICINE.) 

"I  would  add  that  I  have  already  prescribed, 
with  advantage,  the  pills  prepared  according  to 
the  formula  of  M.  Blancard,  and  that  the  end  of 
the  perfect  preservation  of  the  iodide  of  iron  is 
completely  attained  This  excellent  medicine 
will  be  mere  frequently  prescribed  in  future  than 
it  has  been.'' — Bocolardat,  Annuaire  ih  Thera- 
peutiqve pour  VAnneelSil,  p  199. 

Every  physician,  every  work  of  medicine,  re- 
gards the  iodide  of  iron  as  an  excellent  prepara- 
tion, whioh  unites  the  properties  of  both  iodine 
and  iron.  It  is  especially  useful  iu  chlorotic, 
strumous,  and  tuberculous  affections,  in  leu- 
corrhcea,  amenorrhoea,  &c;  it  strengthens  lym- 
phatic and  debilitated  systems. 

Each  pill  contains  one  grain  of  iodide  of  iron, 
and  is  covered  with  one-tifth  of  a  grain  of  mi- 
nutely pulverized  iron,  and  the  whole  coated 
with  a  layer  of  balsam  of  Tolu.  Dose,  two  to 
four  pills  a  day. 

N.  B.  Iodide  of  iron,  which  is  impure,  or  which 
has  undergone  a  change,  is  an  uncertain  and 
sometimes  a  dangerous  remedy,  inconsequence  ol 
the  presence  of  free  iodine;  the  physician  can 
always  assure  himself  of  the  purity  of  Blancard's 
Pills,  by  means  of  the  SEAL  OF  REACTIVE  SIL- 
VER -which  accompanies  them.  None  are  genu- 
ine which  have  not  this  reactive  silver  seal  at- 
tached to  the  lower  part  of  the  cork,  and  the  an- 
nexed facsimile  of  M.  Blancard's  signature  on  a 
green  label. 

BLANCARD, 
rharmacien,  rue  de  Seine,  51  a  Parii. 
General  Depot  in  the  United  States,  at  the 
store  of 

E.  &  S.  FOUGERA, 

Pharmaceutistt,  No.  30  North  William  St.,  A*.  1", 
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THE  NEXT  ANNUAL,  COURSE 
OF  LECTURES  in  the  New  York 

Medical  College,  will  commence  on  Wednesday. 
18th  October,  1854. 

Horace  Green,  M.  I>..  President  of  the  Faculty, 
and  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  I).,  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

B.  FORDYCE  Barker,  M.  1)..  Professor  of  Mid- 
wifery and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

K.  i)GI>EN  Dokemvm.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry and  Medical  Jurisprudence 


J.  M.  Cahnochan.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  1>ha  ' 
nd  operations  of  surgery  with  surgical  Pathology     r„maC"  r  s 
Edmcnd  K.  Peaslee,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Gene'      \™* " s 


MEEICALi  DEPARTMENT— Ninth, 
below  I/>cust  Street,  Philadelphia. 
Session  o/1854-'55.    The  Faculty  is  constitu- 
ted as  follows: 

David  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  Disease* 
of  Women  and  Children. 

i    Alfred  Stiixk,  M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice  of 

'Medicine. 

.John  Neill,  M.  P.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
.Surgery. 
J.  J.  Allen.  M.  D.,  Anatomy. 
Joh.x  J.  Reese.  M.  D.,  Medical  Chemistry  and 


Smith,  M.  D..  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
John  B.  Biddle,  M.  P.,  Therapeutics  and  Mate- 
ria Medica. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  Octo- 
ber 9th,  and  continue  until  the  1st  of  March  en- 
suing. A  Medical  and  Surgical  Clinic  is  held  re- 
gularly twice  a  week  at  the  College,  and  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Second  course  students 
teceive  tickets  to  the  latter  institution  free. 

Fees. — Matriculation,  (paid  once  only,)  $5  00. 
For  each  Professor'!  Ticket,  $15  00.  Gradua- 
tion, $30  00.    Practical  Anatomy,  $10  00. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  open  in  the 
month  of  September. 
For  further  information  applv  to 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D'..  Registrar, 
July,  1854.  No.  122  S.  Ninth  St..  Phila 
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ral,  Descriptive,  and  Microscopic  Anatomy. 

Edward  H.  Parker,  M.  i)..  Professor  of  Physi 
ology  and  Pathology. 

D.  S.  Co.x.iXT.  M.  P. ,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 

A  Fall  Course  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  Sept 

Isador  Gluck,  M.  P..  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

David  Uiil,  M.  D. ,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  com 
mence  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  of  October,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and 
will  be  free  to  all  Medical  Student 

The  dissecting-rooms  will  be  opened  for  Class- 
es on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a 
most  valuable  and  extensive  Museum,  fully  "rep- 
resenting external  and  internal  Pathology, togeth- 
er with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New  York  offers  fori 
Clinical  Study  far  surpass  those  of  anv  other  city 
The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to'  TW\ HE  JVEXT  COURSE  OP  L.EC- 
the  New  York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  M.  TURES  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  the  blh 
Emigrant's  Hospital,  as  well  as  to  the  Eye  and  'of  September,  1854. 

Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of!  Two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  are  delivered  an  - 
the  city.  A  Surgical,  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstet-  nually.  The  Fall  Course  commences  on  the  first 
rical  Clinique  will  be  held  weekly  by  the  Profes-iTuesday  in  September,  and  the  Spring  Course  on 
sors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  andithe  third  Tuesday  in  February.  Each  Course 
subjects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished'eontinuing  sixteen  weeks.  Degrees  are  conferred 
for  the  students.  jat  the  close  of  each  term. 

FEES.  Matriculation,   $5;    Demonstrator's,    Aldex  March,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Ticket,  $5;  the  full  Course,  $105;  for  the  final  James  Mc-Naughton,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
examination.  $30.  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS.  Dean  of  the  Faculty.|    JamesH.  Armsby,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

X.  Y.  Medical  College,  East  13th  St.,  nr.  B'way,    Teomas  Hex.  M.  P.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 

CUSTEETOIV  MEDIciL  COLJ*iidfnand  ^t™pMeIfa„.  ..   ,  7  . 
J    L,E«E.-There  are  two  full  Courses  ofj    Am0S  Dka*n'  EsiJ-,  Pro,,  of  Medical  Junspru- 
Lectures  annually  in  Castleton  Medical  College.  ie°ce-  •"/».  j  i_. 

The  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last  ^"f^TT^  \D';  Pr?fA°f  0bttetrlcs1 
Thursday  in  February  ;  the  Autl'm.nal  Session  **""  S'  CjSRR<  M'  D-  Prof'  of  Chemistry  and 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.    Each  Course  rnfirmacy. 

will  continue  four  months.    '  Fees  for,  a  &mSl*  ,co"rse,' *J°S  for  two  courses 

Joseph  Perkins.  M.  D,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica|Pa,d  '  VdvafDce;*100'  Matriculation  fee,  $5; 
and  Obstetrics  (Graduation  fee.  $20. 

Material  for  dissection  abundant,  and  furnish- 
ed to  students  on  the  same  terms  as  in  NewYork 


William  SWEETSKB,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

Middletox  Goldsmith,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Theory. 

William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
J  urisprudenco 


and  Philadelphia.  Hospital  Tickets  free.  Op- 
portunities for  Clinical  instruction  are  believed 
to  be  equal  to  those  afforded  by  any  College  in  the 


Coryolon  La  Ford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anato-jcountr-v'  , S?f ^mT«lvn° p°  $3;5°  P*r 

my  and  Physiology.  week.  HOWARD  TOW  NSEND,  Registrar. 

George  Hldley,  M.  P.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and: 
Natural  History. 

AdrainT.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  Lectures  $50  ;  for  those  who  have 
attended  two  Courses  at  other  Colleges,  $10  ; 
Matriculation,  $5  ;  Graduation.  $16  ;  Board  from 
$2,00  to  $2,50  per  week. 

J.  PERKINS,  M.  P.,  Dean  of  the  Facultj. 

Castleton,  Vermont,  Dec.  1,  1853. 


PORTRAIT  OF  A.  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D. 

PHYSICIANS  or  others  wishing  to  pos- 
sess an  accurate  steel  engraved  likeness  of 
Dr.  Stevens,  can  be  supplied  by  applying  to  S.  S. 
&  W.  WOOD,  261  Pearl  St.;  BAII.IJERE,  Broad- 
way; JOHN  MEAKIM,  497  Broadway;  C.  APOM 
SON,  698  Broadway,  or  to  the  undersigned. 

A.  D.  F.  RANBOLPH,  683  Broadway. 
JJQfPrice  twenty-five  cents. 


